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Why Is It On the Increase?

By MAX SHACHTMAN

“Anti-Americanism” has grown and continues to grow
throughout Europe. Every observer with eyes in his head
and an ounce of honesty in his heart is compelled to admit

this fact.

“My chief impression in visiting Europe this summer
was the breadth and extent of the anti-American sentiment
on the continent,” writes Dr. Reinhokl Niebuhr in the latest
issue of the Liberal Party Newsletter. Niebuhr is a promi-
nent liberal, dean of Union Theological Seminary, and vice-
chairman of the Liberal Party,

“I know that this is not the whole story about Europe.
The economic recovery of the confinent continues and the

MacArthur- hearings had a
most salutary effect upon
European opinion. They
were a demonstration of the
solidarity of American de-
mocracy to the European
mind; and they also refuted
our detractors who insisted that
sAmerica was irresponsible and
wanted war.

"Nevertheless anti-Americanism
has gained ground. Among the
working classes the primary rea-
son for this senitment is that the

rapid rearmament of Europe- is

having a deleterious effect upon
the standards of living of the
working classes. On the issue of
‘guns versus butier' we are held
responsible for forcing guns on
Europe. The responsible leaders of
Europe know that defense is neces-
sary. But most of the continental

. governments are remarkably stub-

born in holding down wages while
rearmorient raises prices. We are
not exactly responsible for the so-
cia! policies of continental govern-
menfs. . . . But a great part of the
continental anti-Americanism s
caused by the belief that we must
be even worse than our counter-
parts in Europe. . .."

THEY'RE PUZZLED

Also attesting the fact recently
—even if in less fulsome, that is,

- less’ accurate manner—is David

J. Dallin, writing, as its Russian
expert, in the latest issue of the
eminently patriotic New Leader:

“Kuropeans by no means tend
to identify themselves completely
United , States;
West’ as a perfect alliance, as a
ecommunity of homogeneous and
united nations, does not exist. The
sooner we rid ourselves™of this
dangerous delusion, the better...

“A trend which may be called
‘Bevanism, . or Nehruism, i€, a
tendency toward appeasement of

Moscow [ !], still-constitutes a po- -

litical force in a number of Euro-
-pean countries, This tendency in-
evitably' assuries. the form of
anti-Americanism:”: e

‘the _ ¥

Niebuhr and Dallin' are sup-
porters, in a not very critieal
way, of American foreign policy,
its policy in the cold war, its pol-
icy of preparing for the Third
World War. The growth of “anti-
Americanism” in Europe, whose
“economic recovery” has been fi-

)

nanced to such a large extent by.

United  States  contributions,
leaves them puzzled and more
than a little bewildered.

Robert Borel, a leading’ editori-
alist of Le Monde of Paris, the most
authoritative organ of the French
ruling class, likewise supports the
preparations for the Third World
War, favors the alliance with
Washington, and is above all sus-
picion of being friendly to Stalin-
ismi. Because it may help Niebuhr
and Dallin and not a few others to
understand some of- the reasons
for the "growth of anti-American-
ism™ in Europe, a recent article by
Borel is printed elsewhere in this
issue. I is worth reading in its
entirety.

Borel is a spokesman of French
capitalism. He is not expected,
therefore, to attribute any serious
part of the calamitous position of
French economy to the billions of
francs being poured down the

drain in the vain effort to keep
Indo-China under the old imperi-
alist yoke of France or to main-
tain the old French chain around
its North African colonies. His
words about “reforms” needed in
France are probably his delicate
way of referring to the scanda-
lous superprofits piling up in
the coffers of the French bour-
geoisie as a result of the “eco-
nomic recovery” with which the
Marshall Plan has kept France
on the side-of Washington; more
than that he will not say -about
the *“social policies of the conti-
nental governments” mentioned

Vg N
See Page 6

for the article by Robert Borel,

from the Paris Le Monde, re-

ferred to in the accompanying

article by Max Shachtman.

“\ /

AND YET THEY DON'T LOVE US ...

by Niebuhr.

But his basic facts and argu-
ments remain. For all the respon-
sibility borne by the European
capitalist classes, it is primarily
the cold-war policies of the United
States that are driving Europe to
bankruptey and ruin.

That is what Niebuhr, Dallin
and their like—to say nothing of
Truman, Acheson and Co., on the
one side, and their Republican
opposition, on the other—do not
see and do not understand. The
growth of “anti-Americanism” js
due, in their eyes, to every con-
ceivable cause, except the niain
one. All these doughty warriors
against Stalinism do not under-
stand Stalinism, and that in turn
makes it impossible for them to
understand the “anti-American-
ism” of the European and Asiatic
and African and Latin American
peoples.

"Te one degree or another, they
are all blinded by the disease of
American- chauvinism. Some can be
cured of this disease; others aore
incurable. But so long as they re-
main blinded, they will continue to
be responsible for the "anti-Amer-
icanism" and for driving not only
Europe but the United States, too,
to disaster.

GAS ON THE FLAMES

We do not hesitate to agree
with Niebuhr or with Borel or
even with Truman that Stalinism,
in the form of the Kremlin re-
gime and in the form of the Stal-
inist parties everywhere, is a
menace. But because it menaces
different people and groups in dif-
ferent ways and for different
reasons, everything depends on
who is resisting it, why he is re-
sisting it, and how he is resisting
it.

Stalinism threatens the capital-
ist classes. Where it triumphs, it
wipes them out root and branch. -
No wonder they are taking such
desperate and panicky and enor-
mous measures to defend them-
selves against it.

It is no less true that Stalinism
threatens the working classes.
For, wherever it triumphs, it ex-
propriates capitalism only to sub-
jugate the working people under
the most hideous regime of to-
talitarian despotism and exploita-
tion.

The liberals and labor leader-
ship, especially in this country,
therefore argue: “In that case,
why not unite with the capitalist
government, especially so deme-
cratic a government as Truman’s,
to fight Stalinism jointly? When
the house you live in is threat-
ened by fire, isn’t it right to join
the landlord in putting it out,

. {Turn to last page)
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“Anti-Americanism’ in Europe:
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Defending His Or

By GORDON HASKELL

President Truman and the Great Amerlcan Press have

ets Both

been involved in something of a rhubarb during the past

week.

The occasion : the issuance by the president of an execu-
tive order on September 24 which directed all government
agencies to adopt the State and Defense Department method
of élassifying all documents “ih the interest of national

security,” to wit as Restricted, Conﬁdent1a1 Secret and Top =

Secret.

The beef : the newspapermen claim that this procedure
is so open to abuse by government bureaucrats that they are
bound to use it to cover up their own blunders.

The real issue: the right
of the American people to
knew what the government
is doing.

No onée demands that the
press be given access to all
government documents. As

* long as governments are- prepar-
ing for war; only a senseless per-
son -could demand that the nature,
-numbers and disposition of their
weapons and armed forces be
made a matter of public record.
And in this time of complex and
devastating weapons which re-
quire vast industries for their
manufacture, it is ¢lear that the

- area of secrecy required from a
. militaxy point of view is much
widet than it was in the days
when 4 few government arsenals
madé wost of the heavy weapons
needed by the armed forces.
GOV'T MYSTIFICATION

Y&t it has always been the ten-
dency of ruling classes and their
governments to veil their normal
operations from the eyes of the
people. Although no one can deny
that in order to be in a position
to make intelligent decisions in a
democracy the people must have

__access to all information which

ffects- their welfare, it has been
the practice of all ruling classes
and their governments to make a
great mystery of government.
Not the least important fune-
tion of this practice has been 'its
tendericy to make government
seemi something mysterious and
terribly complicated; something
which can only be safely entrust-
ed to men who come from the
equally .mysterious and compli-
eated realms of the great corpora-
tions, the law offices, or more re-
cently, the graduate schools. of
yublic administration.
in the United States, this ten-
dency to governmental mystifica-
. #ion -and secrecy has been strongly
4empered in the past by a number
of factors. As government office
has been considered the rightful
reward for loyal service in the two
great  political job-getting ma-
chines known as the Democratic
and Republican Parties, the people
have come fo suspech, with justice,

. %hat'some of the greatest govern-

ment  secrets relate to how _the
graft is divided.

This suspicion has hardly been
dampened by the most recent rev-
elations on the perfectly legal

Heavens!

+ Am-article by Russian astrono-

~ mer V. A, Ambartsumyan, repub-

1123

lished by a British group, informs
HS:

“Abroad; the scientific lackeys
of imperialism carry on a violent
jideological struggle against ev-
erything - progressive. In this
struggle, an actvie part is played
by bourgeois astronomy. Bour-
geois; astronemy has a role which
is-nok aft all negligiblé in the ideo-
Togical arsenal of the imperial-

ists.”

TN

WEEI( by WEEK...

. LABOR AC'HON screers and
enalyzes the week's news,
discusses the currenf prob-
_ dems of labor and sceclallsm.

A sub is only $2 a yearl

‘SeCrecy.

“take” garnered by the chairmen
of both political machines.

Added to this is our love of
sensationalism, and ‘the efforts
- made by the press to feed it. Gov-
ernment officers are 1egarded as
legitimate prey. And in view of
the faet that throughout the

" whole period of the New Deal and

Fair Deal administrations (with
the partial exception of the war
years) the vast majority of news-
pdpers were against the adminis-
tration, they never tired of un-
earthing this oy ypat boner pulled
by some government agency.
Their zeal for such exposures was
only tempered by the fact that in
most cases where real scandals
were involved large and respect-
able corporations turned out to be
the chief beneficiaries of the vari-
s ‘“deals.”

FOOT IN THE MOUTH

On the face of it, it would seem
that the president’s' executive or-
der merely seeks to systematize
the handling of information by
the different departments of the
government, Yet the newsmen are
quite right when they point out
that it contains no firm criteria
by which the departments are to
guide their policies.

And their suspicions were turn-
ed into honest bewilderment when
Truman attempted to: “explain”
his order to a press conference
on October 4.

The presidént stated that 95 per
cent of all secret information had
already been published by the
newspapers and slick magazines of
the country, and_ that this was
what he was trying to stop. When
the newsmen pointed out that all
information thus published had
been released by appropriate gov-
ernment depariments, usually the
military ones, Truman stated that
he didn't care about that, and
that the editors should have the
patriotism and good sense not to
publish such information even when
it was released to them. When a
newsman asked: "When the De-
partment of Defense hands us pho-
tographs and a story, are we sup-
posed to censor that ourselves?"
Truman asked him whether he be-
lieved in saving the United States
from attack!

This whole business became so
vidiculous -that the president’s
press secretary finally took him
aside to give him some advice,
and after the conference was -
over, issued a statement in his
name to the effect that he had not
nieant what he had said. The final
paragraph of this “clarification” "
reads: “The recent executive or-
der on classified information does
not in any way alter the right of
citizens to publish anything.”

We might add:-it does not alter
their right to publish anything,
provided there is anything worth
publishing about the govern-
ment’s activities after the govern-
ment agencies get through classi-
fying their material.

THE RIGHT TO KNOW

It is interesting to note that
even while denotncing the execu-
tive order for tending to dam up
the streams of information on do-
mestic affairs, few of the editori-
als in the daily papers have ques-
tioned the idea that the State De-
partment should keep most of ‘its
doings behind the screen of official

Feet in

Yet in this world of the cold war

" and the afom bomb, there is prob- i
ably no area of government activ-

ity in which full knowledge of what
is going on is more important to
the American people. Our very
lives depend on whether there will
be peace or war. And certainly we
have a righi- to know what com-
mittments the goverlmeni has giv-

en or wil give, what policies it is

enforcing on other governments,
what polifical .and economic
groups it is pledging us ¥o support
abroad. ’ i

One example should be enough:
The eminent histortan, the late
Charles A. Beard, wrote a well
documented book which contended
that President Roosevelt steered
American policy in the Pacific in
1941 in such a way as to invite
the Japanese attack. His conten-
tion has never been successfully
refuted. Did the American people
not have the right to know that
their government was inviting
war in the Pacifie?

ANOTHER EXEC ORDER

In domestic affairs, the recent
scandals-involving publie offictals
certainly -eall out for more infor-
mation, not less. In Stalinist
lands, to be sure, every bit of in-
formation, including ship arrivals
and train timetables, are consid-
ered “secret,” and men have been
railroaded to jail on the ground
that they. “divulged” such infor-
mation to foreigners. Their “jus-
tification” is that in an era of

tetal wars, every bit of economie °

information can be useful to the
enemy.

That is the horrible example be-
fore us, and we have a long dis-
tance to go before we get there.
Yet Truman's l-hougbiless reply %o
the ' questioning repomr was ex-

actly the kind of reply that a.

Stalinist judge might give to a de-

ler on Secrecy

outh

fendﬂni in one of the notorious
“spy" trials:

Time alone will tell whether the
president’s executive order will
have a really serious effect on the
information available to the elec-
torate in Amieriea. Buf it is the
course .of wisdom to expect that
in this respect things will tend to
gef worse rather than better. This -
is not to be expected primarily
because of Truman’s motives. In
the prepared statement with
which le opened his ludicrous
préss§ conferénce he said: “T think
my record in defending civil lib-
erties
strates that I have no desire to
suppress freedom of speech or
freedom of the press.” -

Perhaps he actually be ieves
that. Yet everyone who has not
been soundly asleep during the
past few years knows that an-
other executive order issued in the
name of “security’” has contrib-
uted mightily to the atmosphere
of repression and fear in the ex-

pression of -critical opinions in

this country. We refer to.the one
which set up the attorney gener-
al’'s “subversive” list and ordered
the investigation of the “loyalty”
of every filing clerk and typist
throughout the government serv-
ice.

An informed citizenry is essen-
tial to democraey. And no citizen-
ry can be really informed if their
knowledge is confined to what
government bureaucrats find it
convenient for them to khow. Real
security for the American people,
and particularly for the workers,
lies in the extension of democracy,
not in its curtailment. Bhat is
why it is to their own interest to
insist that the governmen’s ac-
tions are their business, and that
they have the right to know ev-

‘ erything which pertains to their

business.

in this country demon-,

If'Pecce Broke Ouf..

Senator Aiken, Vermont: Re-
publican, deplores the deplorable
in a speech to the Missouri Farm-
ers Association, printed in the
Congressional Record for August
10: 2

“Only 14 months ago the ecorn=
omy of our country seemed head-
ed for a slump or at least a de-
scent to lower levels, -

“Over three million men were
unemployed. Except for a few
heavy industries, the lag in pro-
duction and construction created
by World War II had been largely
overcome.

“Farm prosperity was. on_the

skids to such an extent that limi-

tations on growing certain crops
had been invoked.

“THen came the Korean ouf-
break and the_sifuation changed

_ virtually overnight. The trend: ta-

ward depression was definitely off.
Unemployment began to ease off.
Demand and prices stiffened.
“What a tragedy it is that as
a nation we must rely upon war
or the threat of war to maintain
full employment and economie
prosperity. . . . Should the time
come when war clouds no longer
threaten . . . we will be confronted

with a problem of major degreé .

Nuts

The U. S. Chammber of Coms=
merce last month published a
story- entitled “Something Rotten
in Demmark.” According to its
rule, one of the “socialist” cfficials
of that country ordered a ship-
ment of nuts, but—being a “so=
cialist bureaucrat,” presumably—
he ordered the kind of nuts that
grow on trees rather than the
kind of nuts that go on belts.

All of which makes sense if we
assume that Danish bureaucrats
speak English. It is well known,
however, that they speak Danish.
And in Danish, a nut for a bolt is
a mottrik whereas a ‘nut from- a
tree is a nod.

The inventor of that little story'
obviously thought that the world
had already been completely
Americanized. "’ 1

Leaders Squeezed Between Wage Formula and Workers' Pressures

By BEN HALL

Since the copper strike, there
have been no labor struggles of
nation-wide proportions, but we
begin to notice a growing restive-
ness on the part of the union
movement marked by local strikes,
strike threats, and by expressions
of dissatisfaction and irritation
by union leaders.

These local incidents may be the
expression of an accumulating dis-
content pervading the whole labor
movement. We have already re-
ported Emil Rieve's threat to re-
sign from the Wage Stabilization
Board and Joe Curran’'s denuncia-
tion of its decision on maritime
wages.

Now the American Radio Asso-
ciation, representing seafaring
‘radio operators, threatens: to
strike unless the wage board per-
mits a wage increase already
agreed to by the employers. Ship-
ping companies offer a $39-$50
monthly increase to bring the
wages of radio men up to par
with ether officers’ classifications.
But the board stalls and the in-
crease is held up.

The union demands. action, not
only from the board but from the
shipping companies. It seems that
the employers signed the agree-
ment with tongue in cheek and
fail to display noticeable zeal,in
appealing to the board for ‘its
sanction. In demanding that the
employers put pressure on the
board, this union learns that the
whole wage stabilization setup al-
lows the companies to unload re-

sponsibility for denying wage. in-.

creases on to government bodies.

In Buffalo, the. local TUE-CIO
has shut down ‘the -plm}t“qf; ‘the
T SET O Pisht Ty T

Westinghouse Company, calling
its members on strike to correct
important shop grievances. The
UAW is conductinig two impor-
tant strikes in the aireraft indus-

try: one at the Douglas Aircraft

plant in California .and the other
at *“Wright Aeronautical in New
Jersey, whmh began on Septem-
ber 26.

UAW'S TIGHT-ROPE

Aircraft strikes are of great
symptomatic significance for the
UAW. As war economy encom-
passes a greater and greater pro-
portion of national industry, an
increasing section of the UAW
‘membership is shifted to aireraft
and related production. A delay
in making this shift has left thou-
sands of auto workers without
jobs in the center of the auto in-
dustry, Detroit. Wages in the air-
craft industry are at least 10-12
cents per hour less than in the
auto plants.

At a time when wages are hem-
med in by wage-freeze policies, the’

union faces the task ‘of raising air-’

craft pay levels up to those now
prevailing in the auto indusiry, and
of winning escalator clouses and
annual wage-improvement clauses
in that industry. Conflicts with the
wage board are inevitable.

UAW Vice-President Living-
stone is a member of the board
and also director of the UAW’'s
aircraft department. It will be in-
teresting to see how skillfully he

‘can dance on that tight-rope.

- As aircraft production rises,
new strata of workers are drawn
into mass ‘production industries.

.Many of the plants are not yet

organized and- must be unionized. -

The UAW. drive to.organize these

the difficulties to come. For

plants; non-union plants-in other
industries, emphasizes another:
knotty problem. . —

UNEASY BALANCE

All unions find it difficult to
organize new plants. Workers
who have had a limited experi-
ence with unions often expect and
demand an immediate and sub-
stantial rise in pay when their
factory is organized. But wage-
freeze policies put strict limits on
what the union can get under the
formulas of the wage board. And
so, the drive to organize the un-
organized lags. ot

Union leaders understand these
facts full well. But they are
caught in a trap of their own
making. i

They reluctantly and complain-
ingly support wage “stabiliza~
tion” and continue to sit on the
wage board. At the same time
they feel the pressures and sense

moment they- find an awkward
formula for escapmg from then.'
dilemma.

In public, they continue ta pro-
claim their acceptance of a "fair"
wage stabilization. But in the pri-
vacy of their union offices, they
advise militants and local officers

. to go out and fight for as much as

they can get. Meanwhile they
wrack their brains for devices and
schemes that would justify im-
provements in working conditions

‘without disrupting’ the wage sta- -

bilization setup.

Such an uneasy balance cannot
last indefinitely. The labor move--

. ment may soon be forced, despite

itself, to make another demon-.
stration against - the  policies of .

‘the . Truman adnnnmtraﬁon

s
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By LARRY O'CONNOR

The dissolution of the British Empire is taking place with
lightning-like speed. On October 5 the last British oil ex-
perts found it expedient to leave Iran and the §1,200,000, 000
investment in the oil fields there. And encouraged by the
Iranian government’s success, Egyptian Premier Nahas
Pasha has now acted to abrogate the Anglo-Egyptian treaty

of 1936.

Nahas Pasha’s action calls on the Egyptian parhament
to pass a bill involving three main steps:

(1) Abrogation of the treaty.

(2) Withdrawal of British troops from the Suez Canal

Zone.

(3) An end to the British-
Egyptian condominium (joint
rule) in the Sudan, and union
of the Sudan with Egypt
while at the same time giving
_the former counfry its own
‘parliament.

The effect of this bill, if earried
through, would be to oust British
troops both from the Suez Canal
Zone and from the Sudan. There
are tens of thousands of British
troops there at the present time,
as well as millions of dollars
worth of military stores. The
right of these troops to be there
.is recognized in the Anglo-Egyp-
tian Treaty of 1936, which has
five more years to run before it
expires. There is no provision in
the {reaty for its unilateral de-
nunciition by either side.

The first reaction of the British
‘gove: nment has been to state that
they will not accept the Egyptian

action. The Labor government has
been under a concerted and irre-
sponsible attack by the Tories
during the election campaign for
the loss of the Iranian oil indus-
try. Thus there is strong pressure
on them to take a “firm stand”
toward - Egypt, and their troops

on the spot permit such a stand

to be taken and enforced.

FOR INDEPENDENCE

Further, in the case of Iran the
position of the American govern-
ment was ambiguous throughout
the crisis. It is now clear that the
State Department refused to back
any British proposals which may
have beéen made to use force or
even threats of force against
Iran. It may well be that the
American stand will be different
with regard to the Suez Canal and
the Sudan, since the United
States government has been anx-
ious to involve Egypt in some
kind of Middle East military sys-
tem as a supplement to that of

the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization.

The Egyptian action must be un-
derstood as part of the sweep of
the revolution for full national in-
dependence which has followed the
weakening of British imperialism
after the war.

Bgypt is a primarily agricul-
tural country, with an economic
and -politieal strycture organized
on reactionary feudal lines, with
a population which in the mass
lives in direst poverty, and with
a ruling class and government
which is corrupt to the cere. In
the past, the government has re-
lied strongly on British support
in keeping down popular discon-
tent. Now, it appears, the ruling
class feels that the same purpose
can be achieved more successfully
by leading the struggle for full

-independence from British con-

trol.

SUDAN ISSUE

This ds one of the chief lessons
to be learned from the post-war
colonial 'struggle for independ-
ence: As long as the foreigner is
in the land, all sections of the
nation tend to combine against
him as the main enemy. Only -af-
ter he is ousted can the masses
come to grips with their own
ruling class, the domestic oppres-
sor. Whether they will succeed in
this latter struggle depends on a
number of factors, But the pres-
ence of the imperialist exploiter
inhibits its very development.

As usual, British spokesmen for
imperialism are attempting to

AS TORY VICTORY THREATENS IN BRITISH ELECTION—

By DAVID QLEXANDER

LONDON, Oct. 3—Political prognostication is a very dan-
gerous hobby, as recent events have proved; yet before
eithor party had announced its manifesto, the London Stock
Exchange was betting 7-4 on the Conservatives being re-
_§urned at the next election on October 24.

The Tory manifesto contains few points of interest. The
only industries they will dare denationalize are the steel
industry and long-distance road haulage, which, it will be
remembered, were the only industries nationalized to date
which were running at a substantial profit. In addition, they
hint about “decentralizing’” the coal industry.

The Tories make the profound observation that only

throlgh greater incentive

can greater productivity be.

achieved. They do. not sug-
gest how this can be done,
but one assumes that a “free-
ing of the economy” by en-
gendering " greater inequali-
ties will bring “greater in-
centives” in their opinion.

Both parties had avoided
the iranian issue until re-
cently. The day evacuation
from, Iran took place, Chur-
chili .falked about "leaving
the bdattlefield even before
the parleys had finished."” To
whici Bevan replied, "Mr.
Churchill's only answer to a
delicate diplomatic situation
is to send a gunboat."”

The Conservative mani-
festo, glibly talks “about
building 300,000 houses a
year as well as maintaining
the present rate of rearma-
ment. Labor has pointed out
that this is unrealistic, and
has undertaken to maintain
the present figure of 200,000
a year and to increase it
when raw materials and
manpower allow.

The real surprise of the

 taxes on

Tory document was the pro-
posal that where excess prof-
its were made on war prepa-
rations, a form of tax would
be instituted. For a Tory
program, this was just a bit
of fireworks, but it proved a
damp squib when Liabor ob-
served rather wryly that
“there will be no excess
profits.”

Meanwhile some very sig-
nificant moves have been oc-
curring in the Labor Party
camp. Attlee and Bevan have
agreed to bury the hatchet
until after the election. "My
differences with Mr. Attlee
are microscopic compared
with my differences with the
Conservatives,” ~ observed
Bevan. For this reason Bevan

was one of the three people_-

who wrote up I.abors mani-
festo.

"The most bi’gniﬁcant
phrase of this document is
that Labor intends to take
steps “to preventlarge capi-
tal gains.” This seems to sug-
gest  hitherto -unheard-of
“stock exchange

speculation and on capital
holdings. The reduction of
taxes which is to oceur as
soon as feasible will take
place from the lower paid
groups upward. These two
indications of greater social
equality are considered to be
of much weight here, espe-
cially by the City (London’s
“Wall Street”).

BEVAN'S STRENGTH

No further specific nation-
alization steps are envis-
aged, but a sifigle lonely am-
biguous sentence muses
about taking over “concerns
which fail the nation” and
“starting new public enter-

prises - wherever this will .
- serve the national interest.”

The serious rise in the cost
of living recently is to be
dealt with by three specific
measures: (1) strengthen-
ing price control (already
over most basic foeds and
clothing) ;
new provincial markets for
fruit and vegetables, to sell
direct to consumers; and (3)
an overhaul of market condi-
tions in other trades.

This manifesto was unani-
mously supported and pre-
sented to the Labor Party at

Scarborough. There was dra- .

matic evidence of a differ-
ence between the more pro-
gressive constituent branch-
es of the Labor Party and the
backward #trade-union -bu-
reaucracy. Whereas, at the
latter's conference last
month, - Bevan's view was
substantially defeated, it

(2) sefting up

oves to Regain National Sovereign y
ver Suez Canal Zone, Ousting British Troops

give their desire to remain in the
Sudan a “humanitarian,” even a
“democratic,” ideological cover.
Anthony -Eden, a Tory leader and
former foreign seeretary, stated
last week that “We have special
responsibilities to the Sudanese
people. It is for them and not for
Egypt to make their decision in
due course as to what their future
shall be.”

The .joker iin that sentence 'is “in
due course.” M iis true fhat the
Sudanese are not Egyptians. It is
true, also, that the Sudan Indepen-
dence porty, dominant group in
the present legistative assembly iin
4the Sudan, has attacked the Egyp-
tian proposal to absorb their coun-
try. calling it "imperialism in its
worst form." Yet the British pro-
posal is not that the Sudanese be
given an immediate opportunity to
decide what their political future
shall be. It is rather that the Brit-
ish stay in their couniry, with a
promise of self-determination in
some vague future.

At the present writing it is not
clear just what the British gov-
ernment will actually do in this
situation. Ernest Davies, under-
seeretary of foreign affairs in the
Labor government, stated at
Croydon last week that there is
“no justification for resorting to
force to insist on the maintenance
of rights in the territories of for-
eign powers which wish to termi-
nate those rights.”

WHAT WILL U. §. DO?

He went on to state that Brit-
ain’s Labor: government does not

evan-Attlee Hatchet Burial Is Only a

was given the most unam-
biguous vote of confidence
by the party’s general meet-

Of the 7 people elected to
the National Executive, the
top three of the poll—Bevan,
Mrs. Barbara Castle and
Tom Driberg — were all
“Bevanites,” and in addition
Ian Mikardo ran sixth. Her-
bert Morrison was. fifth,
Fuarthermore Mrs. Castle
displaced Emmanuel Shin-
well, the war minister.

PLAN TO GET BEVAN

In a fiery speech to the
conference, Bevan said that
the fact that Russia threat-
ens-the world today was at-
tributable to Churchill and
others who intervened when
she was trying to throw off
a tyranny, at the time of the
Russian Revolution. He con-
tinued : We did not want to
see Indonesia, China and In-
dia going the same way. Un-
developed countries could ex-

."pect no help from capitalism,

as investment in them did
not pay. Rather it was to our
resources - that they must
look. This was a much better
- way to assure peace than re-
armament itself.

Although Bevan said "we

_ want to avoid schism at all

costs” unless we're going to
go the way of European so-

cialists, his enormous success
started just that. While a po-
litical truce was necessary
during the election, after it
the battle between Right and

A ~

want to stand in the way of the
nationalist wvewelt against nine-
teenth century imperialism in the
Near East, but that where Brit-
ain’s relations with those coun-
tries are governed by agreements
and treaties, -they should be
changed by mutual consent.
Whether this -actually reflects the
attitude of the government as a
whole, only the future -will sell.

The action-of the Egyptian gov-
ernment is being presented to the
American people mainly in the
light of its possible strategic con- -
sequences. American newspaper-
men .and politicians give the im-
Ppression that the retention. of
British "troops, or perhaps their
replacement with™ American or’
other Allied troops, is -essential to
the military strategy of contain-
ing Stalinism, and that their re-
moval would soméhow open Egypt
and other Moslem countries in the
area to Stalinist attack.

This approach, if backed by
some aection to foreibly maintain
Western troops in Egypt would
be fatal to the interests not only
of the people in the area, but to
those of the American and British
peoples themselves. The only real
barrier to Stalinist expansiof in
the area would be a transforma- .
tion of the economic and social re-
lationships. Imperialism hinders
that transformation and under
the circumstances of widespread
‘popular revolt against it, to at-
tempt to hang on to it by force
could only help the spread of Stal-
inist influence and power.

Left will be on. This was the
view of a secret meeting of
#rade-union leaders called fo
consider the success of Be-
van’s left tendency. They de-
cided that once the election
was over, they must isolate

If Labor is returned with
a substantial majority, that
is Bevan’s cue. If it is
threwn out, even by a small
Conservative majority — as
is the widely believed proba-
bility — exit Bevan, in this
correspondent’s opinion. -

But -the political winds
about now are very change-
able.
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ISL Program

| in Brief

The Independent Socialisi League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-
tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot -be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies. _

~ Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it

holds pow.r, is & brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new- form of exploitation. Its
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parjies, are unrelenting enemies
of sozialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle.can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthéning the Third Camp

3 of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-

___ sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
jzed to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists partficipate actively in every

: struggle to better the people’s lot now
- =  ——such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek fo join together with all other

militants in the labor movement as a

left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, - and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

“Joseph-Come-Lately”

Considering that all things are relative, it cannot be denied that,
for a Democratic senator, Senator Benton took on stature in unleash-
ing his attack on McCarthy and calling for his expulsion from the
august halls of the lawmakers. If one goes by the standard set by
the average congressman, Democratic or Republican, who has been
cringing before the torrent of slime exuded by the man from Wisconsin,
Benton deserves to be congratulated. That standard of political integ-
rity is so low, however, that how much this says for Benton positively

.is an open question.

More important and enlightening is the basis on which much of the
counterattack against McCarthy is made. Benfon's basis too, for example.

In a radio address on October 8, the Connecticut senator denounced
MecCarthy on the ground that he is a “Joseph-come-lately” in the field
of anti-subversive operations. He was right too. But the liberal who
feels the cockles of his heart warmed by any attack on the menace
with the built-up shoes should contemplate the meaning of his label.

Benton explained the “Joseph-come-lately” appellation along the
following lines:

“ A1l his so-called 81 cases were old cases, including cases of job
applicants who had been rejected, cases which had been or were already
in process of being thoroughly investigated.

“McCarthy had nothing whatever to do with any of the federal
prosecutions which resulted in the convictions of the 11 top Communist
Party leaders, government employee Judith Coplon or former State
Department official Alger Hiss.”

It may be added: He also had nothing whatever to do with the
passage and enforcement of the infamous Smith Act, with the set.t:_ng
up of the attorney general’s “subversive” list, or with the Kafka-like
trials and investigations carried on by the president’s loyalty boards.

McCarthy's personal contributions to the witchhunt have been two:
unbridled public defamation, slander and lies; and use of these methods
to go after the hides of the Fair Dealers themselves, while the Fair Deal
administration goes affer the civil liberties of less prominent citizens
with dangerous thoughts. Which is "McCarthyism"? . _

For Benton, as for Truman and the others of his stalwarts who
have been blasting McCarthy with more and more self-confidence re-
cently, it is only the former. In fact, they cmmterpos_e t.heia-_ own rec?-rd
of witchhunting to' McCarthy’s feebler efforts as their self-justification.

This is the meaning of Benton’s charge of “Joseph-come-lately.”
We Democrats, he is saying, we started this thing; MecCarthy has just
tried to ride along on our coattails—with his own reprehensible meth-
ods; we want the credit for the witchhunt trials; we want the credit
for the loyalty witchhunts.

In Terms of McCarthyism _

As we have discussed before, the N. Y. Post is one of the few
liberal voices which has, if only oceasionally, recognized that Trurrlla_n
must be at least slapped on the wrist for the crimes against _cwll
liberties which most liberals insist on attributing to the original sin of
McCarthy. On the same day as Benton’s radio speech, this newspaper
editorialized as follows, and we wish only to add a comment:

“In the long run the real question is whether 'McCarthyism' w.on'i
prove more durable than McCarthy. In the running battle, too little
notice has been paid to the continuing injustices in the qovernmenf'.s
own loyalty program. Almost every devout anti-Communist in fhi? capi-
tal can cite one or two loyalty horror-stories with which he is per-
sonally familiar—stories of innocent lives being quietly ruined by pro-
longed and unending harassment.”

That, incidentally, would add up to an impressive number of
“horror-stories” particularly if we add those that are perso_nally: known
to" people in that larger portion of the United States which lies out-
side Washington, D. C. The figure could not even begin to be matched
by the number of lies McCarthy has told, not to speak of the number
of reputations he has smeared in comparison with Truman’s pre-
MecCarthyites. 3 .

The Post continues, with its inevitable “saving” reference to Presi-
dent Truman’s very private dubieties: “In private meetings with
numerous people President Truman has voiced deep concern over.these
events. But McCarthy’s attacks make a lot of men reluctant to discuss
any modification of the loyalty procedures.”

It is no doubt true that McCarthyism put an added and erratic
spin on the ball which Truman set rolling. But Benton’s Femarks _(as
an example) show how the very fight of t}}e Trumami‘:es a:gat'nst
MecCarthy—to save their Fair Deal skins—is in terms of ';‘b’c(,ar_thy-
ism” itself. ‘ )

MecCarthyism, we are told, will figure largely in the coming presi-
dential campaign. But neither side will stand for the defense of civil
liberties.
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The Independent  Socialist
League announces a new national
lecturing tour by Max Shacht-
man, national chairman of the
League and editor of the New In-
ternational. He will be covering
the larger cities from the East
Coast to the West Coast.

Complete details of his sched-
ule will be announced next week.
Tentatively, he will be speaking
on two subjects in tHe course of
his tour: “The Elections in Brit-
ain and the Labor Party,” and
“The Struggle for World Power.”

Dates for his itinerary are as
follows—the last four not fixed

as yet:

Buffalo .......................... Nov, 2-4
Pittsburgh . . ... Nov, 5-6
Cleveland eiiiii...Nov. 7-8
Detroit ............................ Nov, %-11

Russian

The system of secret denunci-
ation which is widespread in Stal-
inist Russia will not be news to
our readers, but we have rarely if
ever seen as perfect a giveaway
of the whole system (from the
Russian press itself) as we pub-
lish in this space. It is a gem of
its own kind.

The article is from the June 13
issue of Pravda, and is not at all
unusual in its type. The Russian
press constantly prints articles
purporting to expose “enemies of
the people,” utilizing this practice
not infrequently to put the skids
under funetionaries or bureau-
erats who have fallen from favor.
If one of the bureaucratic “mag-
nates” is on his way out, a letter
of criticism from a “worker-cor-
respondent” in his bailiwick is
one of the ways in which the turn
of the wheel is announced.

The Pravda article here is nof
one of those in which some "work-
er-correspondent’” has struck it
rich. It is rather the sfory of an
informer who failed to pull it off,
who didn't click. For the would-be

An Indian View

Dr. Rammanohar Lohia, chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee of the Socialist Party of
India, held a press conference in
Belgrade on July 9, in the course
of which he made some pertinent
points for the benefit of question-
ing correspondents — the follow-
ing analogy among others:.

“T would now like to say a few
words cn the world system. It
seems to me that the system in

the world can at present be com- -

pared with an international sys-
tem of castes, such as the caste
system in my country. True, this
system is now dying out, but it
was earlier very strong in our
country. The world now appears
to have five Brahman peoples and
about 65 pariah peoples. I think
that a new world eannot be born
on such a basis. There must be
equality among peoples if a new
world is ever to be created.”
(Janata, Aug. 26.)

Next — |
A Labor Party!

by Jack Ranger

A Hard-Hitting, Meaty
Presentation of the Need
for an
Independent Labor Party

25 cents Order from:

Labor Action Book Service:
= 114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N.-Y.

Max Shachtman &

Chicago ... ....ccccoen Nov% 12-14
Seattle . ... e NovE 1517
Qakland ... ... Nov. 18-20
Los Angeles . ... Novi”-'ﬂ -23
Newark ... .Dec. 13 or 14
Philadelphia .............Dec. 14 or 15
Reading, Pa. .. ......Dec. 15 or 16

New York City
i L :

This year's first mid-west tour
of Socialist Youth League units
is to be made by Gordon Haskell,
assistant editor of LABOR AC-
TION. Units are now in the proe-
ess of arranging meetings and
speaking engagements for him on
the various campuses where so-
cialist clubs exist. In most places
Comrade Haskell will speak:either
on “The British Labor Party in
the Elections” or “American Lib-
erals and Civil Liberties.,”

.ular

Haskell was formerly national
secretary of the Railroad Work-
ers Joint Action Committee and
has, in addition to considerable
experience in the labor movement,
a broad background of socialist
activity. As San Francisco or-
ganizer for the Independent So-
cialist League, he was once a reg-
news commentator over a
local broadecasting station.

The schedule of tour stops is
as follows:

Buffale ... Oct. 13-15
Oberlin eviirinn.. Oct. 15-16
Detroit ... ... .0ct 17-21
Madison .........o............ Oct 23
Chicago ... ............. . Oct. 23-27
St. Lowis ........................... Oct. 28
Pit¢sburgh ... Oct 31

...Neov. 2

New York ...
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The Radical Pacifists and the Socialist Party’s Pro-War Position

By BOB BONE

The unequivocal, pro-war position of the Socialist Party
has been a matter 6f record since the Socialist Call of July
7, 1950. The headline for that issue reads: “Socialists Sup-
port UN, Truman, on Korea.”

We are just beginning to witness the political repercus-
sions of this new line. We may first consider its effect on a
broad segment of pacifist opinion; and next week we will
discuss the necessarily new approach of the SP to its tradi-

tional pacifist periphery.

The bulk of American pacifists are, of course, bourgeois
in ideology. Nevertheless, there has always existed an artic-
ulate minority of radical, and even revolutionary, pacifist The Russian Revolution, with its slogan of “Bread, land, and
sentiment. This minority has traditionally been anti-capital-
ist: that is, it has recognized that the elimination of war in-
volves fundamental changes in the social structure. Conse-

Idyll: This Stoolie Lost the Jobh

informier who is #rying 'lo_%?breuk

into the racket, the system-is a -

two-edged sword.
SIDE-GLANCES

But it’s the same system. On
its very face, the article shows
how the gossipy denunciation of
a shifty character with a ‘police
record and no visible means of
support was enough to turn-a big
factory upside down before the
man was even looked up and ques-
tioned. The article makes no point
of this: it is assumed as the nat-
ural course of events. The re-
porter is angry only because the
denunciation proved to be worth-
less,

But there are also side-glances
permitted—just as naively—into
Russian life under Stalinism.

Pravda mentions in passing
that the good-for-nothing Stroilov
arbitrarily made himself a “work-
ers’ correspondent.” It is to be
suspected that this aspiring stool-
pigeon was not quite so arbitrary.

Faced merely with a fantastic
accusation in a secret letter, the
august factory director and the
big-shot party secretary are wor-
ried and nervous. The whole par-
ty organization and factory are
on edge. The reporter, of course,
sees nothing amazing in this re-
action, for he assumes as a fact

of life what his readers know
equally well. The director and
party secretary are thinking: Is
this accusation, otherwise worth-
less, my notification . . .?

The reporter laments over the
number of precious hours that
Stroilov has wasted of the prose-
cutor’s time even before this final
episode in his inglorious career.
. .. Every one of his clumsy fab-
rications have been laboriously
checked, investigated, taken at
face value, in spite of his record!
And Stroilov is only one letter-
writer in the town, It would be
interesting to reckon up the num-
ber of man-hours devoted by the

bureaucracy to follow up the
poison - pen denunciations that
pour in. ...

We are told that a scientist can
reconstruct the structure and ap-
pearance of an animal from a few
fossil bones. From such an' article
as "The Sower of Hatred" alone,
much of the physiognomy and so-
cial character of Russian society
could be reconstructed, even
there were not an abundance of
further evidence. The shadow of

totalitarian terror is palpable,
The article is translated from

the French publication Informa-
tion et Riposte, No. 6.

' “The-Sower of Hatred”—An Article from Pravda

Citizen Stroilov is not employed
anywhere and does not work any-
wherep but when asked how he
manages to lead a rather easy life
in spite of that, he replies:

“Qh, you see, my needs are not
very great. A bowl of cabbage
soup, a dishful of groats, a little

tea, sugar. . .. : And,just between _
yvou and me, it is not very hard to

get cabbage soup and groats.”
Stroilov was convicted for cer-
tain unsavory little episodes; and
it seems that from exactly that
time on Stroilov wvowed fierce
hatred against the people, espe-
cially the people of the public
prosecutor’s department; and af-
ter he set himself up as a workers’
correspondent—quite arbitrarily,
besides—he began his struggle
against the “evil™ in all its forms.
Every morning, after drinking
his beloved cup of tea, he betook
himself toward the factories 'and
the marketplace, or strolled
around the corridors of the po-
litical organs: he listens, sniffs
about, and thoughtfully creates.
What does he create? Starting
with some old wives’ tale or some
silly conversation, he elaborates a
story designed to sow hatred.
Then after returning to his
comfortable little house, he begins
to write. He writes so much that
his accumulated *“complaints” and
“information” would make up a
fat volume testifying that the
town of Kuibishev is entirely peo-
pled with scoundrels, rascals,
liars and adulterers: On the other
hand, only one man is irreproach-
able, only one man is ‘truly ani-
mated by- the Soviet spirit, and
_that man is Stroilov. '
Ah, how this man ‘has been able
to bother the party .and Soviet
funetionaries - with ‘his tricky

- schemes: How many of their pre- .-

cious hours he has wasted with
his slanderous letters. It ddes not
“matter to him that, after‘disen-
tangling - his hate-filled *“com-

comrades -took the trouble re-

Clike
- Stroilov.

facts which you give never hap-
pened.” A

Stroilov continues to write and
write. But Kubishev is no longer
enough for him. He addresses his
epistles to Moscow.

There he is, going about glean-
ing some bit of old wives’ gossip

here, some shabby serap of absurd

tittle-tattle there. Workers, em-
ployees, housewives, indeed every-
one fails to reply to his greetings.
They scorn him. But that doesn’t
offend him. It seems even to satis-
fy him.

“Ha, ha, they've got the wind
up!”’ 5

Among the passers-by he spies
Comrade A— who works in a big
factory. A—'s head is covered
closely with a bandage. At sight
of the bandage, a thrill of joy®
passes through Stroilov’s  soul.
What the devil is this citizen do-
ing with his head thus swaddled?
Maybe he had too much to drink
and got into a brawl or got in-
volved in some scandal? He prob-
ably tried to break the windows.
This very day I'm going to write
about this. . ..

But just then along comes that
old gossipy busybody Makarikha.
This Makarikha is a stupid old
weman with few equals; there is
surely not another one like her
in all Kuibishev. >

“Now why is his head bandaged
that, I wonder,” asks

. -Makarikha gives him a know-

.ing look; then she starts whisper-

ing in his ear in confidential
tones. As she relates her tale,
Stroilov’s face lights up:
%Ah, so that’s what happened!”
“Yeah, it’s the straight goods.”
“Well, "l be—" e
Returning hurriedly to his lit-
tle house, he begins to write, line
after line: .

“I"have the honor to call to your

~leaders and -presecutors of the

. plaints? and- “informatim%’;’u the » attention some facts about the

“ply. to their ‘author: “Yourpro-
o test.- was net” -jnstiﬁet_!.'-”-:!?é‘“rhe

.‘ i i-

town of Kuibishev. At the factory -

. (whose name follows) works a

director (whose name follows)
whose violence reached such a
pitch that he took a cut at a
foreman by the name of A—; he
struck him with a knife, and now
this comrade is laid up. The party
secretary of the factory (whose
name follows) threw an inkwell
at this excellent comrade A— and
cracked his skull. This affair has
been hushed up, and the comrade
who is the vietim has been threat-
ened to say nothing about it. The
town prosecutor knows all about
it but has done nothing. The town
regional committee also is in the
know but keeps quiet.

“Signed: STROILOV

“P. 8.—I urgently request that
my name, undersigned, be kept
secret.”

The “infermation,” gotten up in
duplicate, was sent to the editors
of one of the Moscow newspapers.
The latter got in touch with
Kuibishev. In short order, four or
five comrades were charged with
throwing light on this strange af-
fair. They went to the factory,
looking for this famous Comrade
A— who had been stabbed by the
factory director and whose skull
had been dented by the party sec-
retary with an inkwell.

But the factory is immense and
there are several workers named
A—. It becomes necessary to get
hold of and interrogate Stroilov,
to find out from him what his
“information” refers to. But go
look for Stroilov—he cannot be
found even with a lantern; he is
ferreting around somewhere look-
ing for “doecuments.”

The factory director and the
secretary of the party organiza~
tion are up to their necks in ur-
gent matters; but they find them-
gelves faced with an infamous
and slanderous accusation. They
_are worried, nervous. They de-
mand, quite justly, that the de-
nunciation be probed in a com-
plete inquiry as soon as possible.

Some hours later, they succeed
in -assembling .all the workers’
named A—, including the man

with the bandaged head. ;
All of them are bewildered.
“But what knife is he talking
about?”
“But our director and our sec-
retary are real bolsheviks!”
“The whole factory respects
them.”

“Where,on earth does this slan-

der come from, about the knife *

and the inkwell?”

“It's all delirious—it's a shame -
—this is a shameless slander.”

In short, it was a day of an-
guish. The party, organization
was all on edge, as well as all the
active militants of the factory.

And all this time, what was
Stroilov doing?

He was lounging around the
marketplace, pricking up his ears,
sniffiing in the air, getting up the
raw material for some new bit of
deception.

Isn’t it time to ma¥Xe him under-
stand, like all other liars and
sowers of hatred, that a slander
against our wonderful citizens is
an act  punished by the penal
code? '

A, KOLOSSOV
(Pravda, June 13, 1951)

SEQUEL ;

The general prosecutor of the
USSR, Comrade G. N. Safonov,
has informed the editors that an
inquiry took place as a result of
the story by A. Kolossov, “The
Sower of Hatred,” in Pravda for -
June 13. The facts published in
this story have been entirely con-
firmed by the inquiry.

It has been established further-
more that S. D. Stroilov had also
slandered a whole series of Soviet
functionaries in the tewn of
Kuibishev. It was likewise estab-
lished that Stroilov was convieted
three times for theft. )

The investigation is now ended:
Stroilov has been” convicted for
slander. R > Rt
" {Pravda, June 26,.1951).

quently, in the 1920s and '30s many radical pacifists found
their political aspirations adequately voiced by the two
main spokesmen for American “socialism”—the CP and the

.

The two organizations did not divide the field equally,
however. The pacifist movement is one area where social-
democracy beat Stalinism to the punch. While the CP was
winning over one-third of the CIO, the SP was making pro-
portionate inroads among the pacifists. The reasons for the
CP’s failure and the SP’s success in this field are fairly
evident. '

Both parties got off to a good start with the pacifists.

peace” and its revelations of czarist secret diplomacy,
seemed to augur a new millenium in international relations.
Some few pacifists, like Scott Nearing, have never outgrown
their honeymoon stage with the “Workers’ Fatherland.”

On the whole, however, the pacifists eventually recog- -

nized in Stalinist totalitarianism a force eompletely alien
to their anti-authoritarian values. As Russia became increas-
ingly nationalistic and militaristic, united fronts between
the pacifists and the American CP became more awkward.
Nevertheless, the party’s prestige among pacifists reached
its zenith in the days of the American Peace Mobilization.
The switch in line when Hitler attacked Russia dealt a
death-blow to this alliance, and the behavior of the CP dur-
ing the Browder period buried the corpse.

It is a tribute to the capacity of the pacifists to learn
from the mistakes of the past that today,-with all its empha-
sis on “peace” fronts, the CP has conspicuously failed to
inveigle more than the merest handful of American pacifists
into the Stockholm “peace” campaign and similar disin-
genuous “peace” movements.

WHERE CAN THEY GO?

The SP, on the other hand, started out with the anti-war
heritage of Gene Debs for political capital. The SP’s gentle
reformism was more congenial to most proponents of non-
violence than the' “class-struggle” histrionics of the CP.
Christian-socialists, in the Rauschenbush tradition, formed -
an obvious link between Christian pacifism and social-de-

_mocracy. Fraternal ties between the two movements were

symbolized by the Thomas brothers: Norman, the leading
spokesman of social-democracy, and Evan, of radical
pacifism.

Unlike the CP, whose shifting line on the war question
made protracted contact with the pacifists impossible, the
SP avoided any clear pro-war line up to recent times. To be
sure the SP's position during World War Il was one of
“critical support.” As readers of LABOR ACTION are aware,
the wording of its resolution was sufficiently ambiguous to
permit the pacifists in the SP to emphasize "critical," while
the rest of the party was free to concentrate on "support.”
As of July 7, 1950, this little game ®f self-deception could

.no longer be played. On that date the SP took its stand—

squarely in the American war camp.

* The SP’s unequivocal pro-war position has created a
dilemma for the political pacifist. He feels progressively be-
trayed, first by Stalinism and now by social-democracy. Yet
his basic political motivation remains the same: his desire
to eliminate war still leads him to oppose capitalism as a-
social system which breeds war. But at present he feels
there is no place to go, no political organization he can join.

The result is that a few radical pacifist§ are drifting
toward anarchism, a few toward “small community,” a few
toward Sweezy and Huberman (because they represent “in-
dependent” socialism), but most are simply drifting out of
politics altogether. _ ]

The radical pacifist today is at once anti-capitalist, anti-
Stalinist and anti-war. He belongs in a third-camp movement,
broadly conceived. He belongs in an organization which is
conducting the anti-war struggle on a socialist basis. He
belengs in the ISL!

New York SYL Forum
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LABOR ACTION

See the front page of this issue for the background of
this important lead article which we translate fmm’a
recent issue of Le Monde, leading mewspaper of Paris.
—Ed.
®

" By ROBERT BOREL

We are told: “In face of the danger of a Rus-
'sian invasion, the West must rearm.” ‘
Europe has understood this and has set to

" work.

We are told: “That will mean sacrifices for

* everyone, but we must take care that we do not

endanger the economic and political situation _of

_ Europe.”

In the spring of this year economic statistics
were given out according to which the cost of
living in France had increased by 12 per cent in
one year. Later statistics indicated that the figure

. was 15 per cent. On August 5 the French Insti-
“tute of Statisties published a precise balance

sheet on the development of the French situation

_ during the past year: furniture had gone up 28

per cent; clothing and manufactured articles 20
per cent; rent and housing expenses 18 per cent;
medical care 30 per cent; meat 40 to 57 per cent.
On the average the cost of living has gone up
about 24 per cent; and since wages have not gone
up in proportion, the people are complaining, not
without reason. )

The government proposes to revise the mini-
mum wage. This measure is cerfainly necessary,

but, even besides the fact that it will not allevi- .

ate the situation of a good section of the papu-
lation, it is clear that in France, which-is largely
dependent on its imports, it is our currency
which will bear the burden of the operation, and
that the cost of living will continue to rise.

We are told also: all this is not due to re-
armament alone. The weather has been catas-
trophic. Rain has spoiled the wheat and hay har-
vest, cattle feeding has been difficult, and the
price of meat reacted to all this. Besides France
suffers from bad economic leadership. The na-
-tionalized enterprises work under a deficit and,
-while the social-security budget is more than
700 billion a year, we heard it announced last
August that the treasury is empty.

This is true and calls for reforms; but it
should not prevent us from seeing the facts as
they are.

The Price Is Europe's Decline

Rearmament has led England o an even more
serious situation than ours. England's trade bal-
ance in 1950 .showed a deficit of 450 million
pounds, whereas in the year before she had
chalked up a surplus of close to 200 million. In
the course of the first seven months of this year
alone, this deficit came to 659 million pounds.

-In addition the dollar shortage is growing.

The [London] Observer wrote on August 5:
“The next three or four months will be gravely
critical for British exports in dollars. Well-in-

. formed circles think that unless the situation
improves the growing trade deficit with America
and Canada will perhaps necessitate a complete
‘yevision of the economic policy of Great Britain,
which will henceforth have to concentrate its
efforts toward exports at the expense of rearm-
ament.” )

Indeed, the worsening of the British economic

" situation is not so much the result of her dollar
" shortage as of her accrued deficit to the nations
-of ‘the sterling bloc, from whom she must buy
the greater part of the raw materials needed for
rearmament.
The British MP, R. A. Butler, stated on August

. 4: “The products which we must buy from this
area now have increased by 500 million pounds
a year, and the increase in our revenue is not
enough to balance this rise. That is why the cost
of living is going up.”

We must remember that the traditional eco-
nomic policy of England is to import its raw
materials from the nations of the sterling area

and to send them in exchange mathines and in--

dustrial products, and that they can no longer
send these because of rearmament; these nations
therefore have to buy them elsewhere, probably
from America.

We can therefore understand thot what men-
aces the English economy is a general decline.

The Washington government is .fully eon-
scious of this grave state of affairs. In his last

quarterly report to Congress, Pr_esidept Truma:n
declared: “Because of the necessary increase in
its imports of raw materials, Europe’s deficit 1:1as
gone up from $800 million for the corresponding
quarter of 1950 to $1600 million for the present
quarter. Once the military expenses have been
taken care of, every Ameriean still has $1840
left for civilian needs, whereas every European
is left with no mere than $530 for the same
civilian needs.” _ )

Some people are now trying to explain to us
that this state of affairs is due to the fact that
Europe with its 250 million people (which has
increased its production by 43 per cent as com-
pare'd with 1938) produces only half the goods
that America does with its 150 million people.

Tt is therefore suggested that commissions of

American experts should come to teach Europe
better .production methods. These commissions
would ceftainly be welcome, but let us take a look
at the figures. i

If Europe's production fails to attain the de-
sired level, this is due to the fact that a large
part of its industrial equipment was worn out in
the war effort and could not be renewed; and
that an important part of this same equipment
was destroyed by the war itself.

The first necessity before more can be pro-
duced is, then, to renew and increase the indus-
trial equipment of Europe. That is the aim of
the Monnet Plan in France. However, even if it
develops favorably, by the end of 1951 France

" will have been able to make only three-quarters

of the necessary investments in the basic gyectors,
and in the second phase of the plan s'he will have
to modernize her commerce and agriculture.

America's "Sacrifice”

During the last four years, close to 60 per
cent of the amount devoted to this plan has been
furnished by taxes and treasury resources, espe-
cially by Marshall Plan counterpart funds. We
are told that in the current phase France will get
$290 million, that is, about 100 billion francs,
under the head of Marshall Plan aid. The total
of investments will have to be close to 1000 bil-
lion. It is therefore clear that if we want to in-
crease our production, the amounts necessary
for the modernization of our equipment could
be gotten only by imposing still further on the
masses of French people—whose standard of liv-
ing, which is already too low, has been hpavi_ly
burdened by the increase of 24 per cent in the
standard of living in the course of one year.

The American senators, who are 3000 miles
removed from Europe, complain that European
rearmament does not go forward quickly enough

for their taste. Perhaps it would be well if their

representatives in Europe let fhem know some
of the following facts. )
e National income per person is $1800 in the

_ United States, $660 in France, and $260 in Italy.

e In France the national treasure represented
by the Palace of Versailles is going to ruin be-
cause the French government does not have 3
billion francs to get it repaired. .
e For lack of credits, our hospitals do not have
enough beds to take care of TB sufferers. In
1949-50 France had 79,610 new cases of tubercu-
losis. The hospitals and sanatariums have been
able to take in only 50,300. Therefore, 30,000 TB
sufferers out of 79,000 could not be hospitalized.
With a population-four times less than that of
the United States, France is forced to spend
three hundred times less than the U. S. to take
care of its cancer victims. —

Does the United States think that the Atlantic
Pact union could undertake to worsen this state
of affairs still more without facing the conse-
quences? o

In England the people must be satisfied with
a weekly meat ration equivalent in weight to
two chops, one or two eggs and 100 grams of
butter a week. They can buy almost nothing any
more in the shops, the production being above all
set aside for export, in order that the monthly
deficit of 120 million pounds in the trade balance
be avoided, lest British economy be brought to a
catastrophe. : E
* Comparing this situation with the minimum
effects of the rearmament effort on the American
standard of living, Mr. Harold Wilson, former
president of the Board of Trade, declared in Lon-
don on June 28: . .. . —
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THE AMERICAN SQUEEZE ON EUROPE

. The Leading French Journal Answers U.S. Rearmament Demands

© “Not only is it true that the reduction in
civilian consumption that rearmament imposes
on America is only a drop in the bucket, but the
U. S. government even looks ahead in the next
three years to an increase in the national income
of nearly $45 billion.”

This difference in sacrifice to the common
cause already appears to be reconcilable with
the Atlantic spirit only with difficulty, but there
is something even more serious: on July 24 Mr.
Snyder, the American secretary of the treasury,
announced that Great Britain should begin (on
December 31) to pay back to America its debis
from the last war, which add up "with interest”
to $3750 million.

If England, at the cost of a heroic effort, had
not resisted Germany alone from 1940 to 1942,
Europe would today be Hitlerist, and America
would be isolated before a Nazi Europe.

Whereas Germany has paid nothing for its
aggression, it would be perhaps one of the most

dramatic ironies of history if Great Britain—as.

the price of its sacrifices—whose people can no
longer satisfy their hunger and whose rearma-
ment effort threatens to ruin her economy, mu:st
pay back with interest a war debt of $3750 mil-
lion to an America which is preparing to increase
its national income by $45 billion.

If This Is Solidarity . . .

If this is Western solidarity, one has reason
to fear that the Atlantic community will perisa
before being born.: .

To what conclusions are we led by this ex-
amination of the situation? Must Europe re-
nounce participation in. Western rearmament?
We do not think so. On the contrary we -think
that because of the danger which confronts us
Europe must continue to participate in the re-
armament effort.

That established, Europe cannot envisage
buying Atlantic security at the price of its own
decline. Indeed, the facts show that it is down
to its own economic and political decline that
Europe will sink if its effort continues under tie
present conditions. ;

In fact, the figures speak with absolute clar-
ity.

On August 17 the American Congress finally
approved the foreign military and economic aid
program. While President Truman had asked
Congress to give Kurope economice aid amount-«
ing t» $1675 for 1551-52—and this was already
a very inadequate sum—Congress has now 1c-
duced this aid to $985 million.

According to the figures given by President
Truman in his last report to Congress, the re-
armament effort has raised the financial deficit
of Europe from $800 million quarterly to $1600
million quarterly in the course of the last period,
which mearns that Europe’s deficit has gone to
$6400 million a year.

In the course of the next period, the Euro-
pean deficit will even go over this amount, since
England alone now has o trade-balance deficit of
120 million pounds « month, that is, a deficit of
more than $4 billion a year.

To top it all, America demands payment from
England for its war debt of $3750 million. It is
therefore out of the question that the European
aid of $985 million, allocated by America for all
of Europe, can prevent the European standard
of living from sinking, and that it can in any
way stop Europe’s present march toward its de-
cline.

If the Atlantic community must become a
reality and assure the victory of the West over
communism, it seems necessary for the Ameri-
cans to revise their political and moral concep-
tions on the proportions of the sacrifice which it
must assume in our common struggle.

The Atlantic community cannot be built on
the prosperity of one and. the misery of the
others. . ; :

General Gruenther, chief of staff, for Gen-
eral Eisenhower, recently told the American Con-
gress that our common defense could be assured
if the U. S. finds support and an adequate spirit
of sacrifice in Europe. o

As far as Europe is concerned, the same goas
for America.
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National Chairmen of Both Major _Partieé %

‘Caught in Bipartisan Influence” Racket

By RICHARD TROY

Thanks to the researches of an enterprising St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter Washington and the entire nation
was treated last week to one of the most instructive corrup-
tion-in-government scandals in recent history. The much-
vaunted two party system was never so rudely embarrassed

as it was last week.

Over the past several years the nation has become more
than accustomed to hear of numerous congressional com-
mittees turning up with hair-raising stories of corruption
in many top-level governmental agencies, particularly the
executive branch of the government. In most. cases it was,
of course, the Democratic machine which got the public air-

ing ; the Pendergast machine

became household conversa-

tion material and the deep-

freeze and mink coats now

stand in contemporary

American history as symbols
7of corruption.

But this time the congres-
sional committee — raking
through the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation (which
apparently is a veritable gold
mine for enterprising gov-
ernment officials)—hif a political
jackpot. In one fell swoop both
of our two major parties were
cauzht, almost simultaneously, in
the same ranging net. A dark
shadow was cast upon the up-
rightness of the Republican Par-
ty, hitherto the self-created sym-
bol of indignant virtue on Capitol
Hill. Not small-fry Republicans
either but its most respectable
tep, its national chairman, Guy
(Gabrielson.

CANCELED OUT

What gave the Gabrielson catch
such poignancy was the fact that
the particular Democrat under
fire at this moment was Gabriel-
son’s precise counterpart, Bill
Boyle, chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee. This
was too much for the nation’s
capital. For several days conster-
nation reigned in Washington,
until the unfortunate disclosures
were properly straightened out

and the impertinent committee -
.. Silenced.
& Y

The' consternation? Well, for a
day or so last week countless sen-
ators and congressmen were all
yvelling for the heads of their re-
spective party bosses, which was
queer enough. But then, when
they suddenly realized how ab-
surd the whole thing was from
their respective points of view,
they quit and shut up. The Re-
publican Party’s ruling group
gave Gabrielson a vote of confi-
dence and reprimanded those
party members who had jumped
on Gabrielson when they thought
he might have behaved indisecreet-
ly.

What seemed %o irritate them
most of all was the fact that, if
the ranks had not started this busi-
ness with Guy, then they might
have sewed the Boyle case up. As
it now stood the two cases seemed
to cancel each other out: no one
got anything out of it at all and it
simply reflected badly on the
whole two-party system. So the

.whole matter was shoved off the

stage and Congress moved on tfo
more important maters such as
the Jessup Case, the Acheson
Case; the Lattimore Case, etc.

THE "AMERICAN WAY"

Meanwhile, of course, Harry
Truman, representing the con-
science of the Democracy, ex-
pressed complete and utter confi-
dence in Bill Boyle before, dur-
ing, and after all the fuss. This
was to be expected of Truman,
the same loyal man who told a
somewhat shocked world last
spring that the Kefauver hear-

ings depréciated the stock of Bill
O’'Dwyer in his eyes not one whit.

“The St. Louis Post-Dispatch
reporter and the committee had
discovered that:

(a) The American Lithofold
Corporation of St. Louis had re-
ceived three loans from the RFC
tctaling $645,000 after it had
been turned down three times by
RFC financial experts.

(b) After apyroving an RFC
loan of $1.6 million to Lithofold
in 1944 the RFC official involved
got a $25,000-a-year- job with the
firm.

{e) This official informed Con-
gress that the RFC reversed itself
on the 1949 decision only affer
Lithofold had asked Bill Boyle to
bring a litHe pressure (but
enough) on RFC boss Harry Hise,
for which Boyle, then legal counsel
for Lithofold, received $8,000.

{d) Lithofold had given gifts
(hams, cameras, fishing trips—
the wusual stuff, but no deep
freezes) to RFC officials in recent
years.

(e) - The daughter of the Litho-
fold representative in Washington
was a White House secretary un-
ti! recent years.

(f) Lithofold admits having
given $65,000 to government offi-
cials all over the country.

(g) There was some connection

.between the Lithofold imbroglio

and the grand jury investigation
of Truman’s 1948 Missouri boss
Finnegan.

(h) Boyle's law business, which

he sold for $150,000 in 1949 with-
out making any written contract.
dealt. almost exclusively with
firms doing a large government-
order business, at the same time
that he, Boyle, was chairman of the
Demogratic Party and therefore
poironage boss.
. Boyle Teplied to all this muck-
raking with the following state-
ment: “I never asked a favor of a
government agency in my life.”
That was all. In response, the
Post-Dispatch writer challenged
Boyle to sue his newspaper for
libel, hoping thus to be able to
break the case open.

Boyle thus far has done nothing
to press this matter except to say

THE RECENT MILITARY REVOLT IN ARGENTINA SHOWS THAT—

 All Classes Oppose the Peron Dictatorship

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, Oct. 1—It is a
most astonishing event, this
uprising against the bona-
partist-totalitarian dictator-
ship-of Peron in Argentina.
In previous articles, we had
written that the railroad strike
proved that the situation is very
serious. The strike was broken,
but not the Argentine opposition,
which is stronger every day.

The military uprising was led
by ex-President Rawsen and Gen-
eral Mendendez and by Guavco-
chea and Zinni of the air force,
and a great many officers par-
ticipated in it. The mutiny con-
trolled the Palomar airport, the
Campo de Mayo and “Punta de
Indio,” all very: important mili-
tary centers. But the uprising
was put down and at the moment
Peron and his Evita control the
situation,

The situation in Argentina is
very tense not only because of the

E Y . economic crisis but also because

of the pre-election strain. The
.growth of the opposition can be
appraised by the fact that Eva
Peron was obliged to withdraw
her candidacy for the vice-presi-
dency. All classes are opposed to
the dictatorship—not only the
_ conservative landowners but also
the bourgeoisie, the middle class

and the greater part of the work-
ing class, which is represented by
the Socialist Party and the old
trade-union cadres. .

The situation can be compared
with that of Bolivia in 1946, when
all the different classes and groups

of the nation agreed to act fo-

gether against the dictatorship of
the ruling party. Up to now, the
army provided the support of the
Argentine dictatorship, but the re-
cent uprising shows that the mili-
tary are now divided and that a
good part of the armed forces are
with the opposition. :

Politically the opposition is
made up of the conservative, radi-
cal and socialist parties, the tra-
ditional parties of Argentine
bourgeois democracy. But the
most important of these is the
Radical Party, which represents
the traditional Argentine bour-
geoisie and the landowners, who
are interested in raising agricul-
tural prices and in a “free econ-
omy” and the restoration of “de-
nmiocracy.”

SOURCES OF REVOLT

As our readers certainly know,
Peron was clected president of
Argentina in 1946 and proceeded
to the nationalization of trans-
port (the railroads), and then to
the institution of a state monop-
oly in the sale of agricultural
products (olive oil, meat and

wheat) ; these were to be bought
up by the government at fixed
prices and then sold- at prices dic-
tated by the administration. This
monopoly is the principal basis
of the economic power ‘of Peron-
ism and the basis for the discon-
tent of the great landowners.

In practice this monopoly also
means control of foreign com-
merce by .the government.
Through the income obtained
through this monopoly Peron’s
government tries to support the
development. of the feeble Argen-
tine industry. The low prices for
wheat and meat which the gov-
ernment pays incenses the inter-
nal opposition; the high prices
for these products abroad pro-
vokes reprisal against the Argen-
tine economy by the U. S. and
partially by Great Britain—

Los Angeles

Readers:
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Independent Socialist
League ond the Socialist
Youth League in Los Ange-
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Los Angeles 54, Calif.

S R e A R R R

that subsequent hearings “vindi-
cated” him “completely.” Truman
reiterated his unbounded confi-
dence. The Republicans gloated
and Life magazine ran an edi-
torial asserting that no man could
retain his moral stature and not
denounce Bill Boyle.

CURTAIN!

Then suddenly out of the blue,
the Republican Party was hit, as
it were, below the belt, in forbid-
den territory. Guy. Gabrielson,
“successful New York lawyer and
industrialist,” was accused, and
thereupon publicly admitted, per-
sonal dealings with—the RFC!
The corporation of which he was
president, Carthage Hydrocol,
was dickering to get an extension
on the date for payment of its
huge $18 million RFC loan. Poli-
tiecs—business—pressure. Terrible
things. And he admitted it!

Both parties suddenly faced
ecch other with their pants down,

- and the sight was unaesthetic. The

embarrassment was so great that,
after a short glance at each other,
they both ran. for cover and pulled
down. the curtain. This show can't
go on. &

To take all this seriously one
has to remember that at this
tateful juncture in history these
two highly moral parties, between

them, have a monopoly on the po-

litical life of-the most powerful
nation in the world. Dean Ache-
son and John Foster Dulles, the
eminent statesmen of the Ameri-

" ean Century, make splendiferous

speeches in air-conditioned diplo-
matic  parlors amid pomp; but,
beneath them, in the great politi-
cal ladders that stretch below,
they are attached to two enor-
mous political machines. Their
political careers rest upon two
rotten, patronage-ridden, corrupt
machines. ’

'So this is no laughing matter.
The great scandals of the past
few years have great meaning;
they are not isolated instances of
corruption vrevealing only the
weakness of “human nature.” Nor
are they something Truman
brought with him directly from
Pendergastland (although it is

hence the dollar shortage. The re- _

sult is economic erisis and infla-
tion, which has completely swal-
lowed up the wage and salary in-
creases which were supposed to
“conquer the workers” for Peron-
ism. :

Now it seems that the majority
of the people are against the dic-
tator—not only the greater part
of the conservative bourgeoisie
and the landowners but also the
middle class and most of the class-
censcious workers. As Peron him-
self has declared, not only the fra-
ditional opposition compeosed of
the conservatives, radicals and so-
cial-democrats, but alse the na-
tionalists have decided to rebel
against the dictatorship.

The Stalinist party deelared,
of course, that it did not partici-
pate in the uprising, but it de-
mands from Peron the coniplete
destruction of the ‘“plutocratic
oligarchy,” which, it =ays, has
risen in revolt because it was not
destroyed by Peron. The Stalinist
party also demands the intensi-
fication of totalitarianism in Ar-
gentina, according to the Russian
pattern. <

The “official Trotskyists” sup-
port Peron as the bearer of ths
“democratic revolution” in Latin
America, that is, they are sup-
porting Peron and Stalinism;

‘they are living .in the shadow of

clear he learned a great deal
there!) . .

These things are part and parcel
of the two-party system of Amer-
ican capitalism. The two great par-
ties are not merely belts through
which the moneyed classes defer-
mine government policy; they are
also businesses in and out of them~_
selves, and like most businesses.
they charge what the traffic will
bear.

Until the people are able to
hreak this system—by forming,
with the working class as its base;
a new and independent party con-
cernedd not with patronage but
with policy, based upon real needs
of the masses of the people—we
can expect little permanent im-
provement in the Washington at-
niosphere. Business is making
huge profits and so its politicians
see no reason why they should not
take a slice for themselves.

DRAMATIC COINCIDENCE

Harry Truman may have link-
ed himself, in the nebulous publie
eye, with the Marshall Plan or
the firing of MacArthur, but so
far as the party which he directs
is concerned he is the master of a
very complex and sprawling em-
pire of political machines with
branches in every American city
and state.

Bill Boyle is part of that ma-
chine and it has paid him well for
his services. And Guy Gabrielson
has likewise apparently found his
position as the head of a similar,
though less fortunately situated,
machine potentially lucrative,
even though the extension of the

" deadline for the interest on his

loan was denied and his efforts
to make an RFC official president
of the New York Stock Exchange
unsucecessful.

The fact that the twe scandalg:
converged on Washington at the
exact same time is, of course,
something of an accident. But the
coincidence has been, by its very
dramatic force, a very instructive
lesson in American politics. It is
little wonder that all but a few
politicians have been in a hurry
to call the whole show off and get
on to a few good healthy witch-
hunts.

the Stalinist party.. They argue
that Peron has raised the stand-
ard of living of the working clasg
in Argentina.

But they forget that the rise in
wages and in the standard of liv-
ing was the resvit of the world
war situation, which objectively .
furthered the development of in-
dustry in the country. It is quite
possible that Peron's policy of in-
dustrialization may be better for
the economic inferests of #the
werkers, but the historical and pe-
litical interests of the working
class require the destruction of
Peronism and the fight for the res-
titution of democratic liberties as
the condition for the struggle for
socialism.

Y

CORRECTION

An error appeared in the ar-
ticle “Convention of the IUE=-
CIO” in LABOR ACTION for
October 1, 1951. On the question -
of increasing dues to 32, the ar-
ticle stated that “two thirds of
the locals must ratify the major-
ity decision of the convention:”
Actually, only a majority of-the

[

locals is needed to ratify the dues

increase.
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even if he owns it and you only
vent it, even if he failed to repair
the plumbing or the windows, or
to clean out all the rats and ver-

min? After all, you can’t appease -

a fire, you must put it out.”

" That sounds reasonable and wise.
‘It persuades many people, even
intelligent ones. They are too pan-
fcky te ask themselves what caused
this particular fire, what kind of
fire is it, and can it really be ex-
tinguished. if the landlord is al-
lowed to pour streams of gasoline
on it!

All that American capitalism
and its government can do is to
pour gasoline on the fire of Stal-
inism.

TO FIGHT STALINISM

To fight Stalinism without
bringing ruin to the entire world,
you need the mobilized support of
powerful social forces, in fact, the
very same forces which Stalinism
tries to mobilize—not without
stecess—in the name of a strug-
gle against capitalism and impe-
rialism. Even Truman knows
enough to have explained to Mac-
Arthur that, in the war against
Stalinism, the United States alone-
is helpless and must therefore
have allies everywhere. That is
absolutely right.

Where will the United States
get allies and who will they be?
We repeat: that is decided by
who is resisting Stalinism, and

T,here Are Geniuses

In Canada Too

A Liberal MP, J. F. Pouliot,
in Canada’s parliament:

“T do not see the use of main-
taining, at high cost, a group .of
men-to prepare statistics on the
cost of living which ., . . create
disturbances in thé country,
arouse the feelings of the people
and cause them to worry about
conditions in Canada.”

This was topped by a Tory MP,
G. R. Pearkes, with the counter-
argument: “I do not believe that
the majority of people in this
country are concerned with the
high cost of living.”

by that token, why and how he is
resisting it.

Because of the specific basic
reason why Stalinism threatens
the ruling classes in the United
States, they fight it in the inter-
ests of preserving capitalist pri-
vate property. That assures them
of the support, more or less, of
many American workers who are
still duped by the watchwords of
“free enterprise.” It certainly
guarantees them the support, en-
thusiastic or reluctant, of the cap-
italist classes in all other coun-
tries, who know that without the
aid and direction of still powerful
U. 8. capitalism they would not
last out the year.

But who else? The working
classes of Europe? In their over-
whelming majority they are
through with capitalism. The hun-
dreds of millions of today’s and
yesterday’s colonial peoples? Al-
most to a man, they are through
with that imperialist rule and
outlook which capitalism repre-
sents.

These masses will never become
the allies of American capitalism
—never! And the clearer it be-
comes that Washington can count
most surely only upon the’capital-
ist classes, the imperialists and
the reactionaries throughout the
world, the more surely does it lose
even the remotest possibility of
winning the masses to its side.

"FAST OR FASTER?

And the same is true, the clear-

er it becomes that under the re-

lentless American drive to oblige
all non-Stalinist countries to arm
and arm and arm, the ruling
classes, here and abroad, remain
wealthy or grow wealthier, while
the masses grow poorer and lose
more of their rights.

Under these conditions, the
growth of “anti-Americanism” is
bound to continue, with only this

“difference: With a Truman ad-

ministration it will grow {fast,
and with (let us say) a Taft ad-
ministration it will grow faster.
And the world-wide sentiment
that is growing will remain anti-
American so long as the Niebuhrs
and above all the labor leadership,
which - officially represents the
“other America”—the non-capi-
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Next Week—

A Four-Page Student-Youth Section
Of LABOR ACTION

Beginning with next week’s issue, and once every
two months following, four pages of LABOR ACTION
will be given over to the Socialist Youth League as its
own section discussing student and youth problems.
The SYL plans wide distributions of these issues.

. While specifically directed toward student youth, it

. goes without saying that the material planned by the
SYL will also be of great interest to regular readers.
iz Gertrude Blackwell will be the section editor of

The editors of LABOR ACTION welcome this ven-
ture by the socialist youth and are giving their com-
plete cooperation Yor the project. - '

~

talist United States, the working
class and the progressive-minded
people—stay associated with the
present American government
and the policies which it cannot
but follow, and thereby assume
responsibility for them in the eyes
of the world.

It is precisely they who, by
trailing behind the policies of
American capitalism with an oec-
casional mild criticism, make it
possible for the peoples every-
where to shrug their shoulders
and say: “All the Americans are
alike, all of them are chauvinists,

aristocrats, imp.eria]ists, demo-
crats-of-the-phrase.”
The "anti-Americanism” would

be wiped out .almost overnight if,
in a clear and clarion way, the
American labor movement were to
put forward a genuinely indepen-
dent and aggressively -democratic
foreign policy of its own, and were
tc declare that it aims at the na-
tional governmental power that
would enable the couniry to pursue

that policy. To expect Truman—or

Yinson, or Eisenhower, or Stassen,
or Taft—te adopt such a policy

by “persuasion” or "criticism" is’

like expecting them to walk down

- the streets without their skin.

There is only one force that can
do it, and that is the independent-
ly acting working class, political-
ly free from all responsibility for

.present American foreign poliey

or association with it. The failure
of the labor officialdom to lead it
to that position is a disgrace, a
criminal stupidity, an outstand-
ing contribution to calamities of
increasing dimensions.

What does such a policy mean?
It means, first, an uncompromis-
ing insistence on the democratic

_principle of the right of self-de-

termination for all countries, not
only those ruled by the Kremlin,
but those whose national indepen-
dence or aspirations are under-
mined or thwarted by the govern-
ments of the “Western allies.”

WHY THEY ARE BITTER

If the peoples of the world saw
and heard an American labor
movement promptly and vigorous-
ly speaking up, not only for Po-
lish independence against Russian
dominion, but (as examples) for
Iran’s unqualified rights, for the

'Anti-Americanism in Europe——

same sovereignty for Egypt and
Indo-China that the United States
enjoys, for an end to the. abom-
inable alliance “with the Chiang
Kai-sheks and Francos—how long
would that “anti-Americanism”
last which so disturbs Niebuhr,
Dallin and others?

It means, second, a real sharing
of benefits as well as sacrifices
with those you ask to be your
ally and to fight and shed blood
side by side with you.

American foreign policy today
is that of an aristocratic imperial-
ism, and it is nothing at all to be
wondered at that the peoples of
cther lands are deeply embittered
and infuriated ogainst it. The
American imperialist, who has con-
centrated such disproportionate
wealth and luxury in his hands, de-
mands that the European peoples,
bled white in the last two wars to
an extent undreamed-of in this
country, work and fight in the
"Atlantic Pact armies” which he
directs as second or fourth-class
citizens. h

FOR PRACTICAL PEOPLE

If there are benefits from de-
mocracy, they must be shared
equally; and if saecrifices are
needed to defend it, they must be
made equally. If the American

- labor movement proclaimed this_cg}.“

simple democratic principle, and
broke indignantly with its ryling
class and the feudal-lord callous-.
ness and -contempt it shows to-
ward its European serfs—how
long would the “anti-American-
ism” last? It would vanish into
thin air, and give way to a soli-
darity between d4he. American
workers and the peoples of the
other countries that no force of
Stalinism could break through.

The “practical” people—not we
“impractical socialists” but the
“practical politicians” who repre-
sent' the labor and progressive
movements in this country—pub-
licly deplore and privately be-
moan (or curse) the “failure” of
the Europeans to ‘“understand”
America’s role in the struggle
against the -Stalinist menace.
They go to Europe in a steady
procession to “explain” to the
Europeans, to win them over. The
role of the American government
they always find it hard to ex-
plain; their own role, impossible.

The practical result is the cons=-
tinued ‘“growth of anti-American-
ism.” We fix the responsibility for
it right where it belongs: on the
shoulders of Niebuhr, of Dallin,
of Reuther, of Dubinsky, of
Green, of Murray.

London correspondent adds:

(Oct. 8.)

IN BRITAIN

Press dispatches from Britain emphasize increasing anti-
American sentiment from that country too. What is especially
interesting is that, after reporting that “Dislike of American
policy and Americans has been growing lately,” the N. Y. Times’

) “It is not confined to the left wing of the Labor Party but
is beginning to affliet people in both political organizations who
stand to the left of Winston Churchill and Anthony Eden.”

n of even the Tory supporters.
- Instanced is the recent attack on American policy by the
conservative London FEconomist, considered a portent because
. this eminent journal has been one which has had some of the
kindest things to say about the U. 8. in the past. The Economist’s
strictures were directed against Washington’s lack of support
to Britain’s “rights” in the Iranian dispute: it feels let down.
This complaint, to be sure, is made strictly from the British
imperialist point of view, while much of the anti-American senti-
ment of the masses is based on the relation between U. S. pres-
sure for rearmament and their standard of living. But it is
another facet of the effect of Washington’s dominance in world
power on the Europeans who are squeezed by it in all directions.

That takes in quite a sectio

EC

The Crisis in Bolivia: ‘Made in USA"-

By JUAN REY

SANTIAGO, Oct. 2—Bolivia
has plunged into a deep eco-
nomic crisis which is marked
“Made in U.S.A.”

The price of tin, which
had risen to $1.80 a pound,
was reduced to $1.12 by the auto-
cratic dictate of the American
government’s Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation. The whole
Bolivian economy depends upon
the export of tin: Bolivia is vir-
tually a one-product country
which must import all articles for
national consumption by means
of the dollars which it obtains
from its tin export. Through the
RFC’s deeree, the national income
of Bolivia was reduced by more

* than 30 per cent—already it is 40

per cent—by the simple say-so of
Truman’s man Symington.

it is not to be wondered at that
the bourgeois press of Bolivia has
started to use phrases of ours like
"bad neighbor policy” and "eco-
nomic aggression,” for all of the
national economy is endangered by
the exploitive policy of the Ameri-
can monopolies. On the cne side,
Washington proclaims a policy of
fraternal friendship and its desire
to be a "good neighbor,” but these
protestations become pure hypoc-
risy in the light of its economic
aggression, which is put across by
the RFC.

As a result of Washington’s
dictation of the prices of Bolivian
products and its reduction in the
national income of Bolivia, the
country’s currency has been cut

. in value: by - -more' than 100 per .
cent,-and prices have risen more’

than 300 per cent in the last two .

years. Thus the workers of Bo-
livia pay for United States war
policy with their blood and sweat,
for the benefit of the U. S. bour-
geoisie and the detriment of the
American workers.

EXPLOITATION IN TIN

The flagrant-case of Bolivia is
outstanding evidence of Washinz-
ton’s poliecy of imperialism,
which obliges the peoples of the
Americas and Europe to pay for
its war policy. It is also a warn-
ing that U. S. imperialism could
be one of the world’s greatest op-
pressors and exploiters of the
peoples of other countries if it
conquers an international eco-
nomic monopoly and world po-
litical power.

A provisicnal contract -was sign-
ed between Bolivia and the U. S.
which fixed the price of tin at
$1.12. But this price does not cover
the costs of tin production, which
are very high: for the tin is sifu-
ated at very high altitudes and is
quite distant from the nearest
means of transportation. Therefore

it is that the Bolivian producers-

and also the government demand
$1.50 as the minimum price. But
the RFC rejects this figure, and so
the entire national economy is en-
dangered. The U. S. government
bears the direct responsibility for
this situation.

Politically this country is see-
ing its worst reaction of the last
15 years. The military govern-
ment has an absolutely free hand,
because the working class was de-
feated. The major responsibility
for this must be borne by the
petty-bourgeois parties, by the
PIR - (Stalinist party) and by. the

Nationalist MNR, as well as the
“Trotskyist” POR. These led the
workers into adventurism and po-
litical strikes in the interests of
a restoration to. power of the
MNR Nationalists, and thus ex-
hausted thé working class’s ener-
gies. The workers are presently
demoralized and incapable of re-
sistance after all the massacres
and defeats under the leadership
of the Stalinists and Nationalists,

"AD.VISERS" SWARM

Now when it is necessary to or-
ganize workers’ strikes and re-
sistance against wage cuts caused
by inflation and against the
American monopolists’ economic
aggression, it is quite impossible
to do so. With this immobilization
is given to the tender mercies of
vf the working class, the country
Washington and interral rightist
reaction, whose depredations
could be stopped only through a
new revolution.

The country is invaded by all
kinds of advisers from the U. S.
and from the UN, whose advice to
the Bolivian government boils down
to various reactionary and pro-
imperialist measures. The principal
goal of the Bolivian Right and of
the foreign advisers is a liberal
"free" capitalist economy—an aim
which is entirely inadequate in a

colonial and backward country. #‘.

The aim of this policy is very
clear: to intensify the exploita-
tion of the Bolivian people to the
point where' it approaches slave
conditions. But Bolivia is a coun-
4ry of surprises. We may yet see
1946 all over again, and some

people will be found hanging from. '

the lamp posts as in that year.
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