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National Labor
Daily Paper
|Is In Sight

Labor may have its own
national daily paper soon:

With the opening of offices
in four important Midwest-
ern cities, the drive for 30,-
000 subscription pledges for
a labor daily is now in full
swing.

"We should know by early
fall whether there is suffi-
cient demand on the part of
union officers and union staff
representatives to justify the
publication of a daily news-
paper.” according fo Sam B.
Eubanks. -He -recently de-

clined to run for re-election

after ten years as executive
vice-president of the Ameri-
can Newspaper Guild, in or-
der to direct the campaign
for the labor daily full-time.

Both AFL and CIO inter-
nationals are taking the ini-
tiative in urging locals to
sign pledges to subscribe for
their officers. State and city
central labor bodies and in-
dividual unionists are also
taking part in the drive.

The campaign is financed
out of profits made in Pitts-
burgh last fall, when 12 AFL
newspaper unions and the
Newspaper Guild joined for-
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To Labor Unity, Pull Out of ULPC

By LARRY O'CONNOR

The top leadership of the American Federation of Labor has driven a knife into the
back of the American labor movement. The Executive Council of the AFL at its recent
meeting in Montreal decided by an overwhelming majority to break up the United Labor

government.

- Policy Committee which has united most of the labor movement in its relations to the

The ULPC was formed last December as a feaction to the wage freeze, to the com-
plete domination of the mobilization agencies by big business, and.to the contempt with
which the labor leaders were treated by war mobilizer Charles Wilson and others when

they tried to influence policies.
The ULPC organized the dramatic walkout o

f the labor leaders from all mdbiliza-

tion agencies, a walkout which threw the wage-price stabilization machinery into crisis.
At that time they organized a United Labor Conference in ‘Washington, D. C., which
brought together representatives of city and state AFL and CIO bodies, as well as those

from the International
brotherhoods: - i

Asgo'ciation of Machinists and some of the most powerful railroad

That meeting and the actions of the ULPC were widely hailed throughout the labor
movement as first steps toward the unification of the labor movement in America. Every
mention of labor unity drew cheers from the labor bureaucrats assembled in Washing-

ton. And all over the coun-
try, city AFL and CIO bodies
joined to form local United
Labor Policy Committees for
the purpose of organizing
the local battle for a better
Defense Production Act and
other measures.

Now the AFL bigwigs propose
to break up this whole progressive
development.
~ The first news reports on their
action; as we go to press, do not
give their detailed excuses—if
they have any as yet—but it is
quite clear that their reasons are
the old, hoary, narrow, selfish and

(Turn to last page)
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"Haired Over"

William Green

As City Bans CI0 Police Union

By L. G. SMITH

A big union battle is shaping up in New York City over
the attempt of the Transport Workers Union (CIO) to or-

ganize the city police force

The importance of the battle is twofold. On the one
hand, it involves the right of policemen to organize them-
selves for the purposes of collective bargaining. In addition,
it involves the political relations between the labor move-
ment in New York City and the political machines which
dominate city politics. This aspect takes on special impor-
tance in view of the election for president of the City Coun-

cil which takes place this fall.

The TWU started its drive among the city cops some
time ago. The then police commissioner, Thomas J. Murphy,
who made his way to fame in the Hiss trial, made a public
statement to the effect that he was against the organizatien
of the cops into a union, and urged the policemen not to

join.

Mike Quill, president of
the TWU, attempted to bring
Murphy’s action before the
National Labor Relations
Board as a violation of the
right to organize, but the
NLRB turned down the com-
plain on the ground that it
has no jurisdiction over mu-
nicipal employees. Murphy

- was later- promoted when

Truman nominated him to a

- federal judgeship.

On Tuesday, August 7,
Quill announced that he is

- ready to charter a police-
- man’s local of the TWU. He
2 (kS - claimed that some 4,500 cops :
e National Reporter. .. ..

dues, and that over half of
the 19,000 employees of the
police department had sign-
ed pledge cards.

On the same day, Police
Commissioner George P.
Monaghan issued an order
to the police department
which states that “no mem-
ber of the Police Department
of New York City shall be-
come a member of any labor
union.” A few hours later
this was supplemented by an
order to all cops to withdraw
applications for membership

in: any unien “forthwith” on.

pain of .disciplinary . action.

had already. paid-a .month’s - - When-asked on-what basis

this order was issued, Mon-
aghan put out with essential-
ly the same reasoning voiced
by Murphy before him. "In
my opinion,"” he said, "the
Police Department is very
much akin to the armed for-
ces of this nation. No one
should be ‘in a position to

have his loyalty divided...."

Blast Monaghan

And later he stated “I am
in sympathy with anything
the policemen may wish to
offer me and my door is al-

tab-in-the-Back

ways open for anything they °

want to talk to me about.”
Both the AFL and CIO in

New York City have reacted

unitedly and vigorously to

the edict prohibiting police -

~organization. This unity is

most gratifying in view of -

the fact that the TWU is in
an active struggle with the

AFL’s American Federation .
of State, County and Muniei-
pal Employees which has al-
ready organized policéemen

in 62 American cities.

A joint letter to Monaghan,
signed by the heads of'the
AFL and CIO central Nibor
bodies - states: "While Yyou

- pretend to take this- aétion
SR STS————
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Madison Cap-Times Warns of
AP and UP's Distortion of News

The Madison (Wis.) Capital
Times, which recently made news
for other newspapers all over the
country when its “petition” in
favor of the Declaration of Inde-
-pendence and the refusal of peo-
“ple to sign it was commented on
by Truman in his Detroit speech,
last week published a virtually
unprecedented editerial on - its

“front page.

This one was not picked up by
the nation’s press.

The _editorial in the Capital
Times, which uses the wire services
of the Associated Press and the
United Press, blasted the AP and
the UP. It accused them of angling,
distorting and suppressing news in
the interests of their big business

. owners.
Editor Evjue cited cases and
examples. His editorial said in
" part:

“Today the Capital Times is do-
ing something it has wanted to
do through the many years we
have been observing the handling
of the news by the large wire
services, such as the Associated
Press and United Press.

“We want to explain to our
readers why the Capital Times is
always careful to put AP and UP
labels at the top of stories from
those sources.

“The Capital Times must de-
pend on the AP and UP for re-
ports on distant news develop-
ments. The responsibility for the

manner in which the news is re-,

ported rests with the AP and UP.

“PRO-McCARTHY

“It is important that the read-
ers of the Capital Times be on
warning concerning much of this
reporting. Inimany cases, news is
angled, distorted and suppressed.

“We have noted this particu-
larly in the case of many news

developments  that "have accom- _

panied the career-of Senator Jo-

' ‘.seph’ R. MecCarthy.

el

"The Capital Times believes that
its readers should know that the
AP and UP have-been handling the
news about McCarthy to fit the
bias of the powerful and wealthy

Academicians
‘Must.Edt

On June 20 the anniversary of
Stalin’s “epoch-making” work on
“Marxist” linguisties was cele-
brated by Academician Nermeya-
nov among others.

He revealed that the “work of
genius” by:the Coryphee in the
Kremlin was not only a contribu-
tion to Marxism and linguisties
but also to “philosophy, history,
literature, theory of state law,
even of all contemporary natural
history.” It also revealed existing
defects in artistic literature,
ethnography, archeology, physio-
logy, medicine, mathematies,
physiecs, geology, geochemistry,
and astronomy.

Teratology was not mentioned.

rd
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publishers who control the policies
of those news agencies.”

It goes on to ‘“‘charge that the
AP and UP have angled, distort-
ed and supprewed news about
MeCarthy to support his political
fortunes” and to undermine the
Fair Deal.

The courageous editorial de-
scribed how the giant wire serv-
ices “dragged their feet” on news
unfavorable to the mudslinging
Wisconsin senator, such as the
exposures of his income-tax scan-
dals, but “pounced eagerly” on
news unfavorable to the Truman
administration.

TELLS WHY o '

As an example of angling, it
cited AP reference to the “Kelly
machine’” in Chicago (Demo-
cratic) and the “Green organiza-
tion” in the state of Illinois (Re-
publican), TVA came in for AP
falsehoods also.

"Why do these great news agen-
cies angle, distort and suppress
news' the Capital Times asks. "It
is because they are dominated and
controlled by wealthy and power-
ful nren with economic interests to
protect,

“The Associated Press is a pow-
erful organization. Its member-

ship is made up of-the newspaper
publishers receiving its services.
Its board of directors is composed
of the wealthiest and most reac-
tionary “publishers in the United -
States.

“The United Press is owned by

By PHILIP- COBEN

Not mueh information. has
come out of Syria with regard to
political and social developments
in that country, but among the
few such reports have been a
number of articles-in the N. Y.
Times by correspondent: Albion
Ross. [See LA for June 18 for
one! One of his dispatches this
past week deserves close atten-
tion.

Our own interest in it is mo-
tivated by its reflection on the
Point Four program as the
vaunted solution for a liberal for-
eign policy especially in Asia,
rather than by the significance of
the Syrian situation itself—about

which we cannot comm®nt for lack -

of information.

Ross's dispatch of August 13
does not even mention Point Four
but that is clearly what he has in
mind also. As a matter of fact,
the Syrian leaders have refused to
accept Point Four aid from the
U. S., since (Ross explained in

the Scripps-Howard syndicate,
which is under the domination of
Roy Howard, a reactionary Re-
publican who stepped into control
of a once liberal and progressive
newspaper organization and turn-
ed it into an adjunct of the Re-
publican Party.”

"It is perhaps unnecessary to
add that the Hearst-controlled
wire service, International News
Service, is even worse.

Rotten Apple Story

The Department of Agriculture
has announced that it will “stim-
ulate exports of apples and pears”
by paying exporters subsidies
equal to half the export price.

This means that a foreign
buyer will be able to buy Amer-
jecan apples for $1.25 a bushel for
Which the exporting company gets
$2.50, the other $1.25 coming out
of the taxpayers’ pockets. At the
same time, by reducing the supply
o& apples in this country, U. S.
price will be raised by the sub-
sidy.

We don’t in the least begrudge
the foreign buyers their cheaper
apples (if they’re still cheap by
the time the foreign import mo-
guls get their slice down to the
apple core), but that determined
*foe of inflation in the White
House ought to explain why we
have to pay money to raise our
own prices to benefit the apple
growers. )

June) they don't want U. S. over-
seers cramping .their style in_ex-
pioiting their own people. But
even without American-provided
Point Four capital,
methods of mechanized farming are
streamlining Syria's feudalism.”

This is indeed also the objec-
tive of Point Four aid. We have
emphasized that without soeial
reform and an agrarian revolu-
tion at least, Point Four-type
modernization is no solution, and
certainly not the key to foreign
policy which so many liberals
erack it up to be.

REVOLT LOOMS

Ross’s report on the effect of
modern techniques makes that
sound mild.

"The gap between the wealth
and power of 60 to 100 families
and the rest of the nation is in-
creasing at an astounding rate as
a result of the application of
‘modern machinery and technical-
assistance purchase by the wealthy
in the open market, he says
fiatly.

At the same time and in con-
sequence, the class struggle on
the land has sharpened. In one
important area a violent clash
took place between landowners
and “agents of the agrarian re-
form movement,” and: “The re-
action to the wealthy families’ ex-
pansion of their operations
through wmodern techniques has
been the appearance of the only
gserious agrarian revolutionary
movement in the Arab world.”

He notes with dismay that the
author of the land-reform bill
now before the Chamber of Dep-
uties, a leader of the movement,
“though not a Communist, pro-
posed a treaty with the Soviet
Union.” The rebels are:certainly
not pro-West and, he admits, not
Stalinist.

Relatively large new areas of un-
cultivated land have been brought
into cotton and wheat production
through the splurge of mechan-
ization. “The wealthy have sud-
denly become awake, purchasing
machinery wherever. they could

“American.

Nat'l Labor Dally——

(Continued from page 1)
ces to publish a daily paper
for five weeks. [See LA for
March 26.] Members of the
unions went into the publish-
ing business after all local
dailies shut down during a
dispute with the mailers-un-
ion. The National Reporter,
name of the proposed labor
daily, is sponsored by the
Newspaper Unions Publish-
ing Company, which operat-
ed the Pittsburgh paper.
Several of the Pittsburgh lo-
cals have retained their
stock in the company. Others
have sold stock to interna-
tional unions which endorse the
idea of a labor daily.

Leaflets distributed by interna-
tional wunions indicate that the
plan is fer an 8-page, standard-
size newspaper, printed each week
Monday through Friday. Besides
labor news, the paper would in-
clude texts of important wage,
price, and NLRB decisions, infor-
mation on government regulations
and activities, politicai and foreign
news of special interests to active
unionists. »

The proposed five-day-a-week
daily is described by its sponsors
as a “limited-purpose” paper. It
will not attempt to compete in
contents with dailies devoted to
general news, but will bring to-
gether news, reports and feature
articles dealing with the labor
movement specifically, as well as
special Washington coverage.

get it and expanding their hold-
ings and their wealth at a high

rate. . . . There have been angry
complaints in Parliament that
state domains are being en-

croached on and aequired by the
families in one way or another.
« + « There is a feeling in the
country that the small farmer’s
heritage of free land is disappear-
ing. Projects for large irrigation
developments and the settlement
of thousands of families in small
holdings begin to sound stale and
meaningless.”

IT DOESN'T WORK

He concludes: “The small
holder and small tenant have con-
tinued in their old ways, while
wealth concentrates increasingly
in the hands of those who have
always had it. . . . One problem
that is evident is that widening
the gap between rich and poor by
technical development is no way
to combat communism.”

The naive Point Four enthus-
iasts—including those who are
critical of the administration’s
program only because of its nig-
gardliness, and this includes
Walter Reuther and Aneurin
Bevan as well as the liberal ADA
—tend to think in the following
simplistic terms: the trouble in
Asia is the low standard of liv-
ing; technical aid and eapital for
modernization wjll raise the level
of production; the people will be
better- fed and more immune to
the blandishments of Moscow.

But it doesn't work that simply,
as long as land (and industry) is
owned and exploited by the old
ruiing classes solely for the lining
of their own pockets, as every
ruling class seeks to do.

The rich become richer and the
people are not better fed. The
class struggle is not done away
with but heightened. Not social
peace but the alternatives of rev-
olutionary change or Stalinist
growth are the result. This comes
not from a Marxist textbook but
directly out of the Times corre-
spondent’s reports.

Not only are the discontented

The idea of national news daily
is an ultimate aim; but it is not.

- feasible now unless far more sup-

port is swung in the labor move-
ment. The National Reporter will
be an excellent first step. It would,
of course, take millions of dollars
to swing a national news daily.

There will be no editorials in
the National Reporter, in order to
avoid problems of "line” which
would set sections of its union sup-
port at loggerheads. Controversial
questions, it is planned, will be
treated through by-lined articles
or through articles -for different
sides. Controversial.questions here
means jissues on which different
parts of the labor leaderships take
different positions. One of the
problems faced will be to maintain
an even keel between the CIO and
AFL.

The setup to control the paper
will be through a board of trus-
tees representing stockholders,
with the announced aim of
spreading the stock as widely and
evenly as possible among the vari-
our internationals and loeals. In

-

addition there will be an active .

advisory board, with one repre-
sentative from each supporting
international.

The sponsors figure that such
an 8-page daily, “which does not
count on any advertising reve-
nue,” could be financed on a regu-
lar basis if 30,000 subscriptions
are obtained at $20 a year. It is
not intended to start publication
until substantially that numbar
of pledges are in. Then the papear
will be delivered to subsecribers
on the day of publication in the
major union centers at least.

feel of the Point Four
anacea: Experience in Syria

masses repelled by Western im-
pexialism, but, as noted, decisive
sections of the ruling class see
no reason to be friendly with
U. S. power even on the basis of
their own national and class
self-interest. And when “the only
man in Syrian politics who has
taken an outspoken stand for un-
flinching cooperation with the &
U. 8. and the West” does speak
up, he makes no secret of his
motivation.

"FRIEND" OF U, S.

Another article by Ross reporfed
it on August 12. It is, in virtually
so many words: | favor siding with
the U. S. because otherwise we'il
get batted over the heud to bring
us into line—so let's go “"willingly.”
Besides, he implies, we can get
arms to fight Israel only from
Wnshlng!cﬁ

The views of the new premler
Hasan Hakim, are cited in a re-
markably frank quotation—for
the Times: “Since the question of
arms is the main obstacle in with-
standing danger, and since arms
cannot be obtained except from
the Western bloc . . . it is in our
interest to side with this bloc
out of our own free will . .
instead of belng compelled to do
so.

| reiterate my belief that
neutrahty is impossible as long
as we are weak and as long as the
neutrality of weak countries is
not respected if war exigencies
require the penetration of their
countries.

"It is not for mere love that |
advocate our siding with the Wes#-
ern bloc but for défense against
the danger confronting us. Af the
present critical moment neutrality
is considered by the Western bloc

as animosity and if we gain the ~

animosity of the -Western bjoc it
may drive that bloc to continue #o
hurt us.™

'
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.By GORDON HASKELL

It is- characteristic of the new world in which we live
that the economic fate of Western Europe is being debated
and will be in large measure decided by the United States
Congress. Much of the debate revolves around the question:
how much are the governments of Europe doing to help

themselves?

The economic situation in the Western European na-
tions should be a matter of concern not only to members of
Congress, but to the average citizen as well. For®although
it is true that political trends reflect economic ones indi-
rectly, and usually only after a considerable time lag, the
fact remains that in the long run the economic trends tend

to have decisive effect on po-
litical developments.

According to a report by
Michael L. Hoffman in the
“New York Times for August
11, things in most of West-~
ern Europe are in Dbetter
shape than was predicted by econ-
omists six months ago. But at the
same time, they are worse than
they seem to be on the surface.
Al European economies have
been adversely affected by the
rapid rise in the prices of raw ma-
terials which started after the be-
ginning of the war in Korea. The
countries which are most depend-
ent on raw materials from abroad
have been affected most heavily.
Britain is probably in the worst
situction of all.

The case of Britain offers an
irstructive example of the great
irstability of the economies of

" Europe, and their dependence on

what is done by the government
and the great monopolies in the
U',lted States. It presents strik-

: proof of the proposition that
thn national economy of Britain
(znd of every other single coun-
try in Western Europe) is too
nsrrow a base on which to at-
teupt to plan and regulate eco-
nomic developments; in fact, that
in this stage of economic history
it is such a narrow base as to put

the people of Britain at the mercy, -

both economically and politically,
of the ruling groups in the United
States.

In the early stages of the war
in Korea; Britain enjoyed an eco-
ncmie boom without recent prece-
dent. The tremendous rush to buy
all kinds of commodities in the
United States brought about a
rapid expansion in British ex-
perts, to a point at which the

£ dcilar gap was closed. American
prices for finished goods shot up
more rapidly than the prices of
rew materials which Britain had
to purchase from the dollar area.

DANGER FOR BRITAIN

However, this: period was short,
even ‘if ' sweet. The prices of raw
materials soon shot up under the
stimulus: of unbridled American
buying -in- the world: markets: The
shortage of raw materials became
so-acute that certain British indus-
fries were faced ‘with the prospect

of ‘shutting down for “the lack of

them:

Even though an agreement for

allocation of vital raw materials
“was worked out between Britain,
the United States and other coun-
tries; this:did not stop the rise in
the price of these goods, nor the
widening of the dollar gap to
really alarming proportions.

In June 1951 Britain imported
18 ‘per cent more goods in volume
than it had imported on a month=
ly average during 1950. But these
goods cost 43 per cent more in
dollars: And even though exports
for the same period were T per
cent over  the monthly average of

‘ 1950, the income from these ex-

ports was only-20 per cent more
in ‘dollars:

This by itself would have cre-
ated a most dangerous situation
for the British economy. The:ef-

* fects  have been softened by the
faet that' the sterling area as a
whole remains solvent as against
the dollar. Thus, instead of build-
ing up huge debts to the United
States, Britain is once more
building up debts to other sterl-
ing countries. But in the long run

this-kind of development-can have.
the most drastic political- conse=:

quences for Britain’s hold on the
sterling countries.

Added to the burdens imposed
on the Britsih ecguomy by the
American war production drive
are the effects of Britainds own
armament effort. This involved a
shift in the kind of commodities
imported by Britain in the direec-
tion of materials needed for arm-
ament, thus increasing the short-
ages in consumer goods:

The Labor government had count-
ed on an if¢rease in production of
about 4 per: cent a year and a
slight decrease in the volume of
consumption, created mainly

through price increases, to take
care of the expansion of-the arma-
ment industry. This was one of the
aspects of the budget most vigor-
ously opposed by the Bevan group,
as it involved "rationing by the
pocket-book"” which would hit the
poor hardest.

Production increased as expect-
ed, but consumption also increas-
ed some 5 per cent, and although
the government is now proposing
to introduce price controls it is
doubt#ul whether this will go far
toward a solution of the dollar
gap problem (although it might
tend to lessen somewhat the in-
equality of the distribution of the
burden of rearmamcnt.) .

By SAM FELIKS

When the Schuman Plan was
proposed in May 1950, it was
hailed by its supporters as the
harbinger of a new era: of har-
monious relations between France
and Germany. The claims for
peace, cooperation and prosperity
would indeed be the due of a plan
that democratically integrated a
major section or all of the West-
ern European economy, but it is
a claim that does not belong to
the Schuman Plan.

In the little more than a year
since its espousal by France’s
Foreign Minister Robert Schu-
man, the plan has been starkly-
revealed to be an instrument in
the attempt of France to domi-
nate German heavy industry. The
disputes between France and Ger-
many over the representation and
function of the “High Authority”
for the setup belie the fiction of
harmonious, democratic coopera-
tion inherent in the plan. The
Schuman Plan’s integration of
Western Europe’s coal and steel”
production is a proposed integra=
tion under French domination;
supported by "the United States.

MAD SCRAMBLE-

Within - the  past week, .the fight
for dominance fiared up again. The-
Schuman Plan: was born under the
pressure of U. S. insistence  upon-
Western European rearmament,
and it is meeting-its severest test
upon these same grounds:

Western European armament is
causing a mad scramble for raw
materials all over the world. It
has not only had a strangulating
effect on the living standards of
the working class, due to rising
prices, but there has -also entered
the-problem of ‘the availability. of

It is true that the British econ-
omy is probably more sensitive to
world market conditions than are
the economies of countries which
depend ‘to a lesser degree on ex-
ports for their stability. But this
means only that it reacts more
quickly and sharply to world eco-
nomic trends, not that it reacts
in a manner basically different.

Sweden and the Netherlands
have also been hit hard by the
rapid shift in raw-materials
prices and the softening of the
American market with respect to
manufactured - goods. The other
ccuntries in Western Europe, it
seems, have been slower to react. -
They have also been much slower
to rearm, which is probably the
chief single reason for their ap-
parent health as compared to the
economy of Britain.

AMERICA'S LEVER

Over all these economies looms
the danger of inflation. Britain has:
already placed more than twe and

a- half billion doilars:-in armament
orders. The other governments-in
Western Europe have hardly stari-
ed their rearmament programs as
far as actual expenditures and
production are concerned. But-
they are committed fo such pro-
grams on a large scale. And the
effect on their already shaky-econ-
omies is bound to be very serious.

All this has had and will have
an increasingly concrete meaning
for the warking classes as the
months go by, and this meaning
is bound to express itself in po-

“litical form. It will mean higher

prices and fewer of the necessi-
ties of life, for it must be born in
mind that whereas many Ameri-
can workers measure the effects
of inflation_in terms of their abil-
ity to buy a new car or television
set, or how often they can buy
steaks for their families, for the
European worker a- slight shift

for the worse- in the standard of

French Seek to Make
Means to Control German Industr

raw materials. And today West-
ern Europe is once again facing
the prospects of a coal shortage,
along with other shortages.

The present Allied body for the
control of German coal and steel
produection is the Ruhr Authority.
The Germans have only nominal
representation on- this body:
When and if the Schuman Plan
is placed in operation the Ruhr
‘Authority will be replaced by the
High Authority of the Schuman
Plan Coudpil. One of the ecriti-
cisms of this High' Authority by
the German Social-Democrats is
that it will once again place Ger-
many in an unrepresentative po-
sition; for Germany with 40 per:-
cent of coal and steel production
will only have two out of the nine
seats-on the Authority.

WHO'LL GET WHAT?-

With the developing coal shert-
age, the German representatives
to the Ruhr Authority have been
demanding that there be 'a reduc-
tion™ in~ the - fixed amount - of -coat-
that Germany is forced to export®
to- other  Western- European.coun-
tries. This has led to the resigna-

- tion of Acting' Chancellor Franz

Bliiecher from the German-delega-
tion. The governmenf of the Ger:
man industrialists was preparing’
to go along with the Sthuman
Plan, and still may sign up.'when
the U. S. really puts on the pres-
sure. But this dispute over forced
coal exports to the defriment of
the German economy shows up the
meaning of the equality and inte-
gration of the Schuman' Plam
There is a struggle going on
within the framework of the pro-
posed ‘Schuman Plan organization
between France and Germany:
Since the end of the war the for-

" eonditional terms.

living means depriving their
families of shoes and bread.

It is this kind of situation
which points up the manner in
which the American government
can and does control the countries
inside the American war bloc. Ex-
cept in the case of Western Ger-
many and Austria, the American
government does not and cannot
give direct political orders to the
governments in Western Europe.
In this respect the governments
in the’ American orbit have a radi-
cally: different relationship to
the: dominant power than that
which prevails between the Rus-
sian government and its satellites.
But the American government
has the power to grant or with-
hold economic aid to its allies, and
this places them in a very real
sense at its command.

Of course, even' this power must"
be exercised with-a certain degree
of caution, Its open' and direct
abuse could -have such drastic po-
litical repercussions as to endan-
ger the whole American werld
power system. That is why the
more intelligent government offi-
cials are mortally afraid that a
Congress -which is much more con-
cerned with' making domestic: pe-
litical capital out of Europe's eco~
nomic plight than wih the main-
tenance of this power system may
upset the apple cart.

WESTERN UNION NEEDED

One effect of the growing infla-
tionary danger «could be to
strengthen the Stalinist parties,
particularly’ in France and Italy.
Another effect could be to
strengthen the Social-Democrats
in Germany, and the left-wing
tendencies in the British Labor
Party. In discussing all the pos- .
sibilities one cannot avoid using
For the hard
fact remains that political reac-
tions to economic events can only
express themselves fruitfully

mer has attempted to double its
pre-war output of steel and thus
become the leading steel producer
in continental Western Europe.
But to do this it is necessary to
use German coal. The: struggle at
this time boils down to the: ques-
tion of whether Germany will be
allowed to increase its industrial
production or whether France
will be permitted to drain off. Ger-
man coal .production for its own
purposes.

ANOTHER "OCCUPATION"

The importance of the continu-
ation ‘of the compulsery coal ex-
ports to the entire Schuman Plan
was: highlighted ‘by a:recent New
York Times dispatch:

“As the trend is moving the
danger is that there be a race be-
tween the Germans and the
French to capture the leadership
in heavy industry at the time
when. the* Schuman Plan will be
applied. If France, which up to
now has maintained her: position
close  to that of’ the Germans,
should- be- outdistanced - it might
prove a factor that would wholly
upset the primary ohgect.s of the
Schuman Plan for merging Euro-
pean. coal-and- steel production.”

The 'signing ‘of the Schuman Plan
will”be’ the“legalization of the oc-
cupation stakite. The: substitution:
of the Schuman Plan High Author-
ity for the Ruhr Authority will be
a change only in name. The same
basic operation of ‘the occupation
will be in effect where France will

* dictate- the operation of coal and

steel. The Schuman Pfan was her-
alded- as- a- step- toward: German
equality, But in effect it is only the-
imposition- of the occupation con-
trol ini a~new -form.

The German opposition to thi_s

| S. Dominates Europe’s Economy

through organized political move-
ments, and then only when such
movements have an insight and a
program which permits. them to
channel the political reactions im
the direction of real solutions to
problems.

The Stalinists have a program
and, at least in Italy and France,
the organization which makes this
possible . . . even if their “solu-
tions’ are worse than the disease
itself. The same cannot be said
of the social-demoeracy, includ-
ing the Labor Party.

These movemenis:have-the ‘mass
base, but they lack-the insight and
the. program  with - which- to - cope
with- the political reaction to the
economic developments. The real
hope in the situation lies-in- the
possibility that the developing
crisis in the European economy
will stimulate the rise of forces in
‘the labor and social-democratic
movements which will seek and find
a program adequate to the prob-
lems which confront the commen
people.

Only one word need be said on
the basic aspect of suech a- pro-
gram. The coming crisis, like the
ones which have wracked Eu-
rope’s economies since the war,
demonstrates the impossibility of
solving the economic problems of
the Western European nations in-
side the framework of their na-
tional economies. The prime ex-
ample is the semi-managed and
semi-planned economy of Britain,
A wider base must be created if
the peoples of Europe are to have
any control over their own eco-
nomic and hence political desti«
nies.

This means a union of the coun=
tries of Western Europe. And to
be anything but a reactionary
union of the outlived ruling social
classes of the old continent, such
a union must be initiated and
created by the political and eco=
nomic movements of the workmg
class. - ;

chuman Plan

undisguised French attempt to
weaken their economy has encom-
passed both the Adenaur indus-
trialists and the Social-Democrats
in defense of their national inde=
pendence. The sham of ‘increasing
German equality in Western Eu-
rope is torn away.

The German Social-Democrats -
have denounced the recent actions
of the Ruhr- Authority and the
Schuman Plan proposals, on the
grounds that they do not mean
German equality, would- weaken
the German economy, and in prae=
tice® mean Frefich domination.
And events have shown them to
be correct.

The idea of an integrated West<
ern European economy. has-wide
support today. The opposition te
the Schuman Plan is on- the
grounds that it does not permit
the free expression of. national
independence, and that it is a:
means of militarizing Western:
Europe's economy under the
North Atlantic war bloe, and that:
it is restricted by the operation:
of private property.

The BEST recent:book:
on .the labor movement—

"The UAW and
Walter Reuther"

. by
irving Howe and B. J. Widick
$3.00 Random House
Order from:
Labor Action Book Service
114 West™ 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.
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The
ISL Program

in Brief
The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the worid: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or -other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a mew
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies. )

Stalnism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Iis
agents in every country, the Comn_ul-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-

- mon. with socialism—which cannot ex-

ist without effective democratic con-
rol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks o the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
Ized o spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-

" cialists participate actively in every

struggle to better the people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living

_standards, against Jim Crow and anti-

Semitism, in defense of civil liberfies
and the #rade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other

‘militants in the labor movement as a

teft force working for the formation
of an independent labor party an

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?
Get
acquainted

_ with the

Independent
Socialist League—

114 W. 14th Street
- New York 11, N. Y.
[0 I want more information about the

ideas of Independent Socialism and
c_he ISL.

- O I want to join the ISL.
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The “National Reporter”

~ QOur front page this week reports the present status of
the campaign to bring a national labor daily newspaper
into being in this country. The cartoon accompanying the
article is an excellent editorial in itself, but that won’t stop
us from speaking a piece anyway.

In the first place, we're for it. Enthusiastically.

That’s not because we expect to be enthusiastic about
its treatment of political or trade-union questions, of course.

. With or without editorials (it will have none) that will

doubtless tend to reflect a lowest common denominator in
the labor movement, in order to maintain maximum sapport
from the various union bureaucracies; and if the political
level of the main internationals is abysmally low, the lowest
common denominator will be nothing to cheer about.

But any change in that depends on what happens in the
unions themselves. Meanwhile the creation of a natiorral
labor daily fulfills a need to so elementary that its lack up
to now, and its uncertain status even now, is the cruelest
commentary on what is wrong with the largest trade-union
movement in the world.

In this country the press which speaks for the employers :

is organized along the most thoroughly monopolisti¢ lines
to be seen in any non-totalitarian country. By and large,
it’s a venal and kept press, and that is no soapbox exagger-
ation. The Madison Capital Times attack on the AP and UP
(see story in this issue) is news not because it says any-
thing new about these wire-service monopolies, but becagse
a mild version of the truth is printed by a newspaper which
itself enjoys the AP and UP franchises.

In the face of this, the largest labor movement in the
world does not have an organ of its own in which it can even
get its own information to its cadres all over the country,
day by day and rapidly, as rapidly as the kept press dis-
seminates its own lies, half-lies and distorted accounts.

That’s a need on such a rock-bottom level that a glaring
light is thrown on the primitiveness of the American labor
leaderships. - )

But we're enthusiastic about it not only because the
National Reporter would take its first step toward giving
labor -a daily tongue and voice. We think it ought to be
greeted also as another step toward joint action by the sec-
tions of ‘the labor movement in a field otitside the narrow
purviews of pure-and-simple trade-unionism.

It is a partial recognition of the fact that the fate of
trade-unionism and the interests of labor depends not only
on what happens in contract negotiations with a given em-
ployer but. that the basic problems of labor lie—and the
basic solutions are to be sought—in the broader domain of
social issues-and political struggle

It is another step along a road which will inexorably lead
American labor to form its own political party too, just as it
manifestly demands that they form their own newspaper.

Socialist Youth League
MIDWEST CAMP
September 7-8-9

At Recreation Camp, Genoa City, Wisc.
Featured Speaker: B. J. gidick
Co-author of “The UAW and Walter Reuther”
Also: sports, games, square dancing, campfire, etc.

For reservations, write to Mills, 6337 So. Kimbark
Chicago 37
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OF THE UNITED_ STATES:

Dear Comrades:

A Message to the |

Our comrades in France [headquarters of the
% POUM in emigration—Ed.] have sent us copies
of LABOR ACTION reporting the anti-Franco
demonstrations which, on your initiative and in
response to our appeal in March, took place some
weeks ago before the Spanish consulates in New
York, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco.

We read these reports with real emotion. In
turning to you during the great general strike
in Barcelona, we felt sure that the revolutionary
socialists of the United States would mobilize to
‘help their brothers in Spain. Your action—big-
ger and stronger than we could have foreseen—
proved that we were not mistaken.

We address ourselves to you—with a feeling
which we hope you will understand—to thank
you for your solidarity. Likewise we ask that
you transmit our most fraternal greetings to
all the organizations which participated with the
Independent Socialist League in the anti-Franco
demonstrations of New York, Chicago, Los An-
geles and San Francisco. They have all per-
formed an invaluable service for the cause of &
the Spanish people in demonstrating that there
are U. S. workers who firmly oppose the pro-

Franco plans of Wall Street and the Pentagon.

We write at a grave moment for our people.

-

After the magnificent strikes of Barcelona, Bil-
boa and Madrid, the Franco regime knows—as
at no other time in its existence, perhaps—that
its life is in danger and hangs by a thread.
Either the government in Washington will come
quickly to the aid of General Franco and then
we will suffer a serious setback, or the Spanish
people will eontinue to fight back and finish by
burying the dictator.

The recent declarations of Generals Bradley

and Marshall,

senators have
Everyone feels

United States

States.

SL from .
The POUM Underground in  Spain

TO THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

Washington, and the visit here of the nine U. S.

—far from our own shores and in fact in your
country—to: deprive our people of the right to
"dispose freely of their own destinies and to pro-
long their enslavement.

We ask: you, so much the more vigorously,
to alert working-class and liberal opinion in the

against the, Spanish fascist tyranny. Today per-
haps more than ever, we need the fraternal and
warm Solidarity of the workers of the United

i
"We send you; dear comrades, our sincerest
socialist greetings.

Air Minister Gallarza’s trip to

caused great uneasiness here.
clearly that a plot is shaping up

and to intensify the campaign

. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE POUM

Catalonia,

July 7, 1951

i

Yo

t“iali_st Touth League So T

gee Socialist Youth Leapue Socizlist Youth League Secialist Youth League Socialist Youth League Socialist Youth Lea
apue Sccialist Youth League Socialist Youth Le_ﬂﬁccialist Youth League Socialist Youth Ifaﬁge Socialist Youth lea

ialist Y ague Sociali

C

gue Socialist Youth League Socialist Touth League Socialist Youth Les
e Socialist Youth league Sotialist Youth League Socialist

list Youth league Sccialist Youth League Sd

Illll th League -

uth League
outh League
Youth Leag

Youth Ie

Who's 'Practical’? A Discussion for Liberal Students

By MAX MARTIN

Last week’s Corner discussed war, Stalinism and civil liberties
with respect to liberal students and the socialists’ approach to them.
But there are a host of other problems which socialists and anti-war
students face in their work and discussion.

To many liberals some of these appear to be non-political or at
best semi-political. Some of them regard these quéestions as almost
“psychological” or “philosophical” barriers between the tendencies.
But at the bottom iz a vital political question.

“Practicality” is one of those most frequently met.

“Yes,” says many a liberal student, “it is true that the Syngman
Rhee regime in South Korea is one of extreme reaction and no decent

person could wish to support it. Furthermore, I admit that your

Third Camp viewpoint is fine—in the abstract. But we are faced with
a concrete critical situation in which we must make a choice. Stalinism
Is on the verge of overrunning the world and we have to be practical.”

Underneath this constant re-
course to the argument from
“practicality” is the fact that lib-
eralism has no meaningful analysis

‘or understanding of the political

forces at work. It lives by a sur-
face impressionism and reacts to
events on the basis of these im-
pressions only, plus good inten-
tions.

For it, practicality—which is a
fine thing —1is a substitute for
polities.

The liberal typically reels from
catastrophe to catastrophe grasp-
ing at such “practical” solutions

for each, For him there is no his-
torical continuity, or rather he
can see historical continuity only
in the abstract. Above all, he does
not see and does not want to see
that each catastrophe grew out
.of" the so-very-practical solution
at which liberals had grasped be-
fore.

SELF-DEFEATING

The current war ecrisis is a
product of what went before, and
the liberal’s reaction to the pre-
vious crises is at least partially
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FREE ASIA CAN INTERVENE TO BRING THE MANIEUVERS AT KAESONG TO A CONCLUSION FOR PEACE

To the Editor:

Some time ago I wrote to LA-
BOR ACTION to urge the neces-
sity, of demanding an immediate
cessation of the fizhting in Korea.
The. primary ground for this at-
titude was simple humanitarian
necessity of stopping the sense-
less slaughter of Koreans and the
destruction of the Korean nation.
No further rationalization was or
is needed to arrive at this con-
clusion.

No consideration, be it political
or strategie, is worth much if its
effect is to hinder immediate
peace in Korea. The response of
the peoples of the world, and of
the Koreans above all, to the
possibjlity of a truce is sufficient
evidence of the universal longing
for peace. The first consideration
of any politics or strategy should
be this popular desire.

In the present Korean cease-
fire -negotiations, neither-side has
shown any sensibility to this over-
whelming reality in today’s poli-
ties. Nor have they shown any
consideration for the Koreans or
their nation. Each side has acted
on the basis of alien and extran-
eous values.

The play-acting at Kaesong
would only be shameful if its im-
plications were not so tragic. As
it is, every meeting serves to
heighten the already wide-spread
fear of another world war, as
each day’s session moves from one
deadlock to another, threatening
at every turn to mark the end of
the effort and the resumption—
and possible extension—of hostil-
ities.

Each side has betrayed the
hopes with which the world en-
.dowed their peace-making efforts,
and in so doing has had to renege
on its original promise.

The Malik speech was hailed by
the Stalinists everywhere as the
original spur to the present talks.
That was nonsense, of course. The
UN for its part had in existence

. a commission which with the sane-
tion of Washington had for .

months been trying to open a
line to Peiping. And practieally
every leading personage in the
American government had made
clear the administration’s desire
for negotiations. In fact, the Tru-

_man regime- turned the hostile

Senate committee investigating
MacArthur’s removal into -a
sounding board for overtures to
Peiping, Moscow and Pyongyang.

Nevertheless, in the res e
to Malik’s speech, Peiping seemed
to give real assurance of a desire
to end the war by divorcing the
previously “inseparable” ques-
tions of Formosa, China's entry
into the UN, ete. from the im-
mediate issue in Korea.

It may be that the Stalinists
still want some kind of peace in
Korea, but are unable to extri-
cate themselves from political
commitments of a diffékent order.
Certainly the terrible defects of
their armies #hd their obvious in-
ability to break the stalemate and
produce a military solution would
indicate their need for a truce.
However, it now appears that far
mofe weighty than any such con-
siderations is the need to squeeze
every drop of political advantage
out of the negotiations, Their
every effort is now directed at ty-
ing in Kaesong with their “peace
offensive” and their world pglit-
ical activities—even at the risk
of jeopardizing a cease-fire. The
Stalinists have been deliberall‘,ely
obstructionist, taking advantage
of every lapse or imagined lapse
in American vigilance. ;

The futile business of prevent-
ing American reporters from ar-
riving, then the grandstand play
on the withdrawal of “all foreign
troops” were all efforts at mak-
ing political capital. The foreign-
troops 1issue was an obvious
propaganda effort to win favog in
Asia, for there could be no reality
to such a demand. Who else could
possibly appear at an armi%ce
talk than the commanders of ithe
present armies? Nor are the “na-
tive” armies any less foreign.
Both North and South Kores

this same pattern. In their pr
aganda inside China and Kdres

tually each side holds about{an
equal amount of territory onithe
other’s side of the parallel. If fhis
is s0, and a look at the war ni
seems to indicate that it is, then

surely the parallel as such does
not even have immediate signifi-
cance, This is aside from the fre-
quent declarations by both sides
—at intervals when they were re-
spectively crossing the line—that
the parallel had lost all meaning
anyway.

The United States, for its part,
seems likewise to have lost sight
of its original intentions. Acheson
and so many others in authority
proclaimed that a halt at the 38th
would constitute a victory. How
many spokesmen for the admin-
istration castigated MacArthur
,fgr crossing the line? Everyone
was led to believe that Washing-
ton was quite satisfied to stop at
the old boundary. Indeed Truman
himself made the point publiely
that the +38th was acceptable if
there were accompanying guaran-
tees of no further trespasses by
the Stalinists.

What then is the meaning of
the new-found obduracy, now
that the talks are actually under-
way? The tale we have been told
is that it is a matter of military
tonsiderations, that the present
positions of the Allied armies are
superior to the 38th line and
therefore all considerations of
peace must be placed in the bal-
ance. Certainly if the reason
given is the true one it is enough
to make the Stalinists suspicious
of U. S. intentions. Surely if the
U. 8. changes its program in the
middle in order to gain what it
acknowledges is a military ad-
vantage, there is ground for the
Stalinist fears. And of course
they are not loathe to make this
point in all Asia.

The Stalinists make another
charge which has won receptive
ears in Asia. They point out that
Washington has closely -linked
Korean developments with the

Japanese peace treaty and that it
has rushed this treaty so that the
signing can take place in Septem-
ber, while the Korean war is in
progress, For if not for the ex-
treme threats and tensions Wash-
ington would have a difficult time
indeed to put over its treaty. As it
is it has been tough sledding. The
Stalinists argue that Washington

is deliberately protracting the

talks in order to maintain the
atmosphere of emergency to more
effectively get what it wants at
San Franecisco next month. If this
is so, then the State Department
has borrowed a leaf from the
Stalinist book,

Regardless of the truth in these
charges, it is certain that Tru-
man and his regime are prisoners
of  the war-changed atmosphere
they have in part helped create.
They cannot dare oven to seem
to be yielding ground where
Stalinism is concerned.

Nevertheless these are all mat-
ters that are extraneous to the
issue of peace in Korea.

It is apparent that, left to
themselves, these protagonists
can hardly bring to fruition that
peace for which the world hun-
gers so much. If an agreement is
reached it will be only after in-
definite protraction during which
international tensions will have

-been exacerbated. For each .side

Kaesong is part of the larger tug
of war. That is why they find it
so difficult to arrive at a local
solution.

What is necessary then is that
‘Washington and the Stalinists not
be left to themselves in a matter
so vital to all peoples.

While no one can arrange a
truce -other than the leaders of
the armies actually involved,
these generals and their regimes

N. Y. Forum
Socialist Youth League

Friday at 8:30 p.m.
August 24

LABOR ACTION HALL
‘114 West 14 Street, NYC

+ The Marxist Theory of
Capitalist Crisis
Speaker: Abe Kimbay

can be made to listen to the voice
of Asia, for surely Asia is di-
rectly concerned with the out~
come of the immediate negotia-~
tions—as well as. with Korea's
future. Neither party could afford
blatantly to ignore proposals and
proddings arising from the free
nations of Asia. These nations
have a right and a duty to inter-
vene in order to represent both
the peoples of Asia and the peo-
ple of Korea proper, who today
have only puppet voices speak-
ing for them at Kaesong.

The free nations of Asia could
not be charged with any other in-
terest in the situation than an
objective desire for peace and
justice.

From what source shall -this

woice come and who has the

power to raise it? There is ample
precedent for a congress of Asian
representatives. Twice before
such assemblies met in Delhi,
under India’s sponsorship. The
last time was during another
great ecrisis in Asian affairs,
when the Dutch were threaten-
ing the Indonesian Republic with
destruction.

This is a moment of tremendous
opportunity for India and for
Nehru. At the same time it may
be one of the occasions when the
Third Camp peoples can exercise
a determining power in interna-
tional affairs.

Even the convening of a con-
gress of representatives of Asian
nations, with the announced in-
tention of declaring its position
on Korea would, by that very act,
probably hasten the present cease-
fire talks into more palpable de-
velopments,

Such a congress would enjoy
enormous authority before world
opinion. It could, if it wished, not
only make heard the voice of Asia
on the issue of truce, but also on
the kind of Korea that shall
emerge afterwards, for surely
these nations must view with hor-
ror and apprehension the rebuild-
ing of Korea in the image of its
conquerors—a development which
has already led to one war.

If Asia is to be relieved of
permanent tension in Korea it
must make its wishes known—
and soon. The time is opportune.

'_’_Pomorrow may be too late.

. -4 .. _.Avel BAKER.

responsible for this one; and so
it was right on back through
World War II, the Spanish eivil
war, the rise of fascism, ete.
_In the name of “practicality”
he supports the Truman-Acheson
foreign policy. This foreign pol-
icy and program has had little
success-in countering the appeal
of Stalinism in the world. If, to-
morrow, the crisis grows worse,
he will become even more frantic
in grasping at “practical” solu-
tions—more and more “practical”
ones too, that is, more short-
sighted ones.

Socialists on campus have to
intervene in this vicious circle of
thought, which is moreover self-
defeating; they have to point out
that this sort of practicality in
meeting today's crisis contributes
toward tomorrow's even more ap-
palling crisis, because it solves ne
political problems. .

The liberal frequently asks the
socialist: “Whom did you propose
to support in Korea when the
Stalinist armies were on the
march?”

We have to tell him that unfor-
tunately there is no organized po-
litical force in Korea today which
can be supported by a fighter for
socialism or democracy; of such
there are. only the Rhee govern-
ment forces on the one hand and
the Stalinists on the other; and
that this is the situation that has
been brought about in no small
measure by the policies and pro-
gram of the U. 8. government
which he helped to put into office
and which he still supports today.

YICIOUS SPIRAL

The two imperialist powers
eynically divided Korea between
themselves, and whatever ele-.
ments could have organized the
struggle for Korean independence
became candidates for the Stalin-
ist' concentration camps in the
North or for Rhee’s prisons in the
South. “We have to make a choice
between the present evils,” he
says, trying ‘to be practical; but
the character of his hard choice
today was determined by himself,
among. . ofhers, in supporting
Roosevelt and Stalin’s “practical”
deal yesterday, and by his sup-
port to a government which could
follow n¢ other line.

He bears- his own part of the
responsibility. His . “practical”
cheoice today will lead o harder
choices tomorrow. Thus he stag-
gers on from myopic practicality
to practicality. ‘

*There is no way out of the

vicious circle—the vicious de-
secending spiral — within the
framework of these ideas. The re-
sult can only be more failures to
solve the basic problems that
wrack the world, and bigger but
not better catastrophes.

The socialist proposes to break
out of this merry-go-round which
is riding the world to atomic war,
That is why he calls for the build-
ing of Third Camp movements by
the world working class and the
colonial peoples to struggle
against both sets of imperialists
and for a world of peace, freedom
and plenty.

"PRACTICAL" POLITICS

Related to this is the liberal
student’s perplexed questions
about what socialists do and what
he can do. Not infrequently this
means: “What congressman or
official can I write to?” This ap-
proach flows. from the limited ho-
rizon that he sees for political
activity.

Since he thinks in terms of er-
rant public officials rather than-
in terms of classes and-social sys-
tems; since political solutions for
him lie in electing another “good
man” or, just as often, trying to
keep the last “good man” elected
from straying from virtue, such
an attitude seems reasonable.

The socialist must patiently ex-
plain to his fellow student why
this sort of thing is not the "prac-
tical" politics he conceives it to
be. It is a good occasion to ex-
plain educationally why the labor
movement needs its own political
party and cannot rely on “friends™
and "good men" in the capitalist
parties.

At other times the campus lib< -
eral has.in mind mass campaigns:
and struggles for immediate re-
forms or changes. This is quite .
another thing, This we are en-
thusiastically for, and one of the
defects of liberal organizations
(most particularly the adult or-
ganizations) is their lack of at-
tention in this direction. We need
only make clear that we see the
role of such struggles in a dif-
ferent manner from them, and
not as the sum total or final end
of political activity. For them re-
forms themselves are the ‘answer
to all social ills and problems andi’
the better world they desire will °
be the summation of these re-
forms. For us, the struggle for
such reforms is especidlly a step.
in the organization and education
of the people for more basic solus
tions.

Power
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No fﬂyvlmms Legal Gimmick Will Safequard Democracy from the Witchhunt

By HAL DRAPER

We took up correspondent Cutler’s first set of questions
in detail, and now do the same with his accompanying. let-
ter; because they provide excellent take-off points for grap-
pling with problems of civil liberties  which today beset the
mind of many a radical, liberal and socialist, not to speak -
of the man-in-the-street, I think his questions and tentative
arguments—even where in our own opinion they are cloudy
and’confused, in fact-for that very reason in many cases—

ism."—Ed. .

reflect very well the soul-searching on the issue which goes -

on in the thinking of numbers of anti-Stalinists.

- That isn’t said, of course, to spurn his thanks for our
“courtesy” in so doing. It is to make clear that we consu.ier'
this-exchange of views-of political importance for’all social-

ists and all our readers.

And fundamental principles are involved. This could, of
course, be an excuse for discussing Cutler’s views (by which
we merely mean the views he puts-forward in his letter as
a basis for argument) -only from the viewpoint of their fun-
damental social and political meaning and consequences. We
shall not do so, even if we risk following him into what
some may consider “legalistic quibbling,” We:shall, how-
ever, be concerned with linking up the legal aspect of the

question with its broader meaning.

So; at-least to:begin- with, let us:comment on his: points
o on-the same'ground on-which they are posed. We do so all
the more willingly, since this is the ground 'to which so many.
retreat as they face the dilemma behind their thinking. The
dilemma which they see, or think they see, is one between
~ fighting:Stalinism and fighting for démocratic rights. Cutler
is perfectly frank in recognizing the possibly deadly conse-
quences of such a: dichotomy. Like others, he wonders
whether it is not perhaps: possible to. reconcile the two
claims: by working out: somé more or less: ingenious JURI-

DICAL FORMULA.

Now there is certainly nothing wrong with juridical
formulas in general; we do not scorn them; and ‘it would
be breaking in an open door to argue that they are indeed
necessary to solve many a specific problem which arises
from the functioning of democracy in any society. In turn,
it may be breaking in an open.door on our part if we add
that their utility is obviously limited. A social system which
faces an inherent conflict between its own interests and the
interests of democracy is not going to find a way through

a new juridical formula, nor will anyone else
do so for it. '

Well now, which is the case here? We have
elsewhere, and at length, explained why the
problem is inherent and in the long run insoluble
for capitalism. While that is true, it points to
a:“hard” way out.

15
.Simple Test

% Perhaps for no other reason, the desire to find the in-
- génious juridical formula is not dampened. The thinking
bszhind.the search is: Very well, I'm all for your “funda--
mental” solution, but isn’t there something we can get
Yehind right NOW which will permit us-to support the
blows which are being. struck against the Stalinists by
the government—while not impairing our defense of
democratic rights generally?

- ‘Now we- don't think such a-formula will or can be-
found. I discussed Arthur Schlesinger’s proposed for-
maula from that point of: view: Its impact on de}i_w‘:ra_tic
mghts is clear. Cutler puts up a few others for discussion
purposes, They are not worked -out, to be sure, merely-
suggestions.

- Even if-we sald nothing ;lboni:‘fl'ibm. Cutlér can tést

them for himself in one simple preliminary way. Try to
weork any one:of them-outiso that if provides a guide, even
juridically, for the regulation of democratic rights, so that
he could support it if7it were: enforced: thotoughly and
systematically and in all of its direct implications!

sr It is not enough to appease one’s’ own’ conscience by -

mental reservations which are no part of the--juridiacal
formula, which ecannot be written into it meaningfully,

and which above all are merely: pious- and- groundless-
hopes that the: state: will enforce: the fornrula- tendens-

tiously so as to direct the edge only against.the Stalin-
jsts and no one else. These are in efféect proposals for a
Kind of “grandfather’s clause,” if.- I may- make the
analogy only with the fact that it’is ‘not even the for-
mula itself which is expected to operate toward_tl_:.e
desired* end, but’ that® rather it’ is" the- slfate’?. (bene-
ficently) tendentious enforcement of it which is-looked
upon as the real solution. )
~But if the state is considered to be sufficiently bene-
ﬁééﬁt’ to be trusted with this “double-edged sword,” the
problem-would not-have- arisen~in-the- f‘rrst*piace*mnjd’*z.w
desperate search for a formula: wsou_lel'ebe necessary. in
tﬁe second place. That is eveh apart from the fact th'g.t
such an approach abandens: the field- o_f- democratic
rights altogether in order té rely essentially on some-
thing.else: trust.in the government’s democri-atlf: good
wilkl The-fiet that such good”will does not exist in fact
¢ is,only an added.argument against it. )
.1.Steh” a~ formila which® will' recontife” the government's
witchhunt against Stalinists with= the: démands’ of demo-
cratic .rights: will not. be found. Cutler's suggestions.illus-

' To the Editor:

© main points:

. of 'your argument against us.

A SECOND ROUND ON CIVIL I.-IBE-Ii-TIES AND STALINISM

The: following: letter and: the accom-
panying- reply- by Comrade Hal Draper
are follow-ups on the exchange of views
published in LABOR ACTION for July 30

. under the heading "A Reader Asks Some
. Questions on Civil Liberties and Stalin-

Many thanks for your courteous and detailed
. answer to our group’s query. ... But to the

(1) You maintain that Barrett’s unequivocal
thesis is “the advisability of suppressing totali-
tarian “opinion,” whereas mine attempts to be

* concerned with ‘“acts” but is actually no dif-
ferent from his. You are not accurate here. He
draws a distinetion which I agree with and which
you ignored in your reply both to him' and me,
i. e, the difference between individual, private
opinion and organized, persistent”group or per-
sonal propaganda supporting totalitarian prac-
* tices, especially directed against races and na-
tionalities. A type of activity, in other words,
which should be made just as illegal as our
present law which prohibits advoeating: murder,
Incidentally, as I re-read it, Barrett’s thesis is
not confined to propaganda but deals with acts
- as welk. Your ignored distinction vitiates much

(2) As to the problem of “legal proof”: I
remember once reading  a reference to Lenin’s
note, advising some Soviet jurist that “a for-
mula must be found” by means of which the Bol-
sheviks (with as much “moral eertainty,” as
you call it, as we posses today in re-the Stal-
inists) could prosecute the S. R.'s or the Men=
sheviks (I-don’t recall which) for belonging to
an organization that supported interventionists.
Perhaps now too a “formula” has to be found.
That is what I tried to suggest in my example
of “obvious present intent,” of “probable con-
sequences,” of a notorious character brandish-
ing a gun and announcing ‘his intention of kill-
ing someone sooner or later. I was not only
employing a rough analogy between that charac-
ter and the Stalinists’ practices, past, present,
and future but I was attempting to indicate

that perhaps legal proof can be redefined in
terms of past criminalities, present indubitable
connections, and highly probable, if not inevit-
able, consequences. A redefinition for public
safety, designed to protect any democratic so-
ciety against criminal totalitarians whose very
liberty is utilized for destroying the liberty of
all. That the danger is “clear,” I am certain of;
that it is “present,” I am not so sure of. The
State: Department must have information ahout
public safety and military danger beyond my
knowing. I am in no position to advise them.
What I know beyond a shadow of doubt is that
the CP at best is unnecessary social waste. Even
at its mere level of propaganda, we require con-
stantly a huge public sanitation job to counter-
aet lies and verbal filth which still ensnares the
ignorant, confuses the half educated, and ex-
hausts the militant sophisticated. On any aec-
count their very existence is a continuous “clear
and present danger.”

I am fully aware of the “double-edged
sword” you refer to, calling on the State for
suppression, ete. That is really the “rub”: will
GP illegalization now mean a similar fate for
democratic forces: in the future? Perhaps your
prophecy will be confirmed. What makes- me
slightly more sanguine than you are the fol-
lowing facts: the last war did not bring all
those repressions: we had anticipated; a capi-
talist nation like Switzerland illegalized all to-
talitarian groups and suffered no impairment of
democratic processes; thousands of Americans
during the last few years have read and heard
cogent arguments for utilizing legal weapons in
addition to other democratic methods in combats
ting racist and other hate propaganda; and mil-
lions of them have been informed by popular
publications and radio that a distinction must
be drawn between Stalinists, mere tools of for-
eign despotism, and native; progressive union-
ists and leftist parties.

I should state in closing that our group here
are not agreed on this complex problem as ;et.
.« . Thanks in advance for the rebuttal, and I
do hope others will accept your invitation to
“take the floor.” ~

Fred CUTLER

Washington, D. C.

Let’s take his first distinction: “the difference be-
tween individual, private opinion and organized, persist-
ent group or personal propaganda supporting totali-
tarian practices, especially directed against races and
nationalities.”

Presumambly the idea is that the former should be
immune from penalty whereas the latter may properly be
suppressed.

To make the question as concrete as possible, let's
skip’ the loose term “totalitarian praectices” for the mo-
ment, and concentrate on racist practices—Jim Crow, for
example (or anti-Semitism).

Let’s make it still more concrete, since there is un-
fortunately no law today against all racist-discriminatory
practices, We, however, have indeed advocated. and do
advocate that acts or practices of racial discrimination
in"the economie, social and political field be made a erimi-
nal offense. That means acts by:landlords in refusing to
rent’ to Negroes, by employers in refusing to hire Ne-
groes, by enterprises (railroads, restaurants, etc.) which
cater to: the public in.refusing to cater to Negroes on
equal terms, and all such practices. Let’s agree that
these are to be considered in the criminal pale.

Hollaw "Right™"

But this-would mean that a-landlord, for example, is-

punishable not because-he-has-Jim Crow opinions but be-

cause of Jim Crow discrimination in renting or dealing .

with temants: It means a. real-estate-asseeciation is.liable
not. because it supports pro-Jim:-Crow laws:in Washing-
ton but because it engages in illegalized Jim Crow prac-
tices. This is the only practicable democratic distinetiom.

Cutler’s suggestion would add two twists: (1) legal
suppression of .organized persistent personal propaganda,

‘and (2)!legal suppression of organized persistent group.

propaganda.

Both of these, and each one by itself, makes a mockery
and a farce of the right to "individual, private opinion™
which he grants. .

Yes, we mean also the right to hold detestable and
socially and politically abhorrent opinions. We propose
to take care of them in the same way as other social-
views which we considér dangerous and abhorrent, and
that goes well beyond racist and Stalinist ones. We fight
these in the struggle for the people’s minds and allegiance,
by evéry political means-available; but not by st?.te sup-
pression: This could well stand further discussion, but
we do not understand thiat Cutler is disputing this much:

What does the right t6 "individaal, private: opinion™
amount to if it is ‘not* accompanied by freedom to‘advo-
cate such opinion by "organized, persistent group or pes-
sonal propaganda™?’

POLITICALLY" speuking, nothing.

For freedom of opinion has political .meaning—that
is, it is relevant‘to the processes of democracy—only if
it bears:on the possibility” which 4 minority enjoys pf
changing thke- detisionsof a majority by comvincing. it.

Otherwise, what’s the meaning of the ‘so-magnanimous
grant of right to an individual, private opinion? ‘

Even under totalitarianism, even under the Stalinism
which so appals Cutler that he searches for a formula,
the state cannot take away the right to private, individe
ual opinion in Cutler’s peculiar definition.

Oh, yes, in Stalinland a man will be jugged even if
he is heard to whisper an ‘“abhorrent” opinion to a
friend. Under Cutler’s suggestion, he will be jugged onhﬁ
if he does so “persistently” or in ‘“organized” fashion.
Isn’t it clear that there can be only one reason for draw-
ing the distinction?—the fear that his communication of
his opinion may influence others; in other words, the fear
that that will happen which is-the only thing that makes
democratic rights meaningful in the first place!

The Stalinist extension of the formula has the merit
of being in accord with.its real meaning—and of being
enforceable in practice without quibbling. That is in=
deed why the extension took place, since the Stalinist
state started with Cutler’s “looser” suggestion; not with
its present practice;

"Freedom of opinion” without freedom to organize for
the: persistent advocacy-of that opinion is-as transparent
a fake as any in the' "pppular democracies.” In any case;
it ‘has nothing whatsoever to-do with democracy:

Noi# Thought Out o

The loose, wide-openthinking- behind the search for
the famous juridical férmula‘is further: pointed up by
Cutler’s next sentence: “A: type of activity, in other
words,” he adds explanatorily, “which should ke madé
just as illegal as our present law which prohibits advge
cating murder.”

What on earth has this to do with the “distinction®
which is supposed to save the argument from vitiation?
Whatever law it is that prohibits advoeating murder-is
equally dire¢ted against such an instigation to a erime
by an individual or by ‘a growp, and 'equally against do-
ing so'in one particular instance or “persistently,” and
equally’ against doing so in “‘unorganized” fashion ag
in the fashion of Murder, Inc.! )

Cutler insistently comes back to trying to equaté
advocacy of Stalinism with murder (that man brandish-
ing the gun is baek later on in this letter as in his first)'
and he even insists on getting it in under the head of a
proposed distinetion between individual rights and group
rights! We fear that he has not thought out very cares
fully:the connection between the various ideas that came™
up-in.the search for his juridical formula.

In ‘discussing group advocacy of Jim-Crowism above;
we- were assuming of' course a group which really did

merely “advocate” opinions. It may: be argned that-such ___ |

a group could not or would not, in reality, be merely a
propaganda group, but (like the Ku Klux Klan) would
inevitably also go in for action: That is very likely, espe<
cially if mere propaganda’is quite fruitless as it would-

(Continued on poge 7) ;
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Golonial Students in -

;\'.Y DAYID ALEXANDER e

Until the war -Britain main-
tained a huge empire by foree.
Times have changed and she now
attempts to influence her erst-
while colonies culturally and edu-
cationally, instead of militarily.
It is for this reason that the
British Council and Colonial Of-

fice is becoming more munificent

to colonials and more interested
in their welfare.

Today there are many students
from these countries in British
universities, There are, for in-
stancz, 3500 West Africans, about
2000 Indians, 120 Ceylonese, ete.
They gb to London, Oxford, Cam-
bridge, Edinburgh, Manchester,
Belfast, Bristol, Sheffield, St. An-
drews, and other universities;
their studies range from law to
biockemistry, from architecture
to Engzlish literature.

They form, incidentally, a more
noticeable group than such num-
bers would in the United States,
because whereas here there are
aboyt 2,000,000 students in a pop-
“tilation of 150,000,000, in Britain
there are only 120,000 among 50,-
000,000 people; the student is a
much rarer bird.

‘The first point | would like to
make is that at the colieges co-
lonials are freated " exactly the
same as anybody else by both staff
and their fellows. | have never
heard cny substantiated report of
discrimination from any student.
In fczi, many are very popular
beccuse they come from places
like Trinidad and India, whose
names sirike a romantic chord in
the minds of boys who recall the

youthful phantasmagoeria associat-
ed .with names like Captain Mor-
gan and Hakluyt. :

This state of affairs is not un-
fortunately extended outside the
precinets of the colleges. Most of
the colonial students are colored.
Officially no . diserimination ex-
ists; but it is very difficult for
them to find comfortable lodgings

.at reasonable prices.

*So also is it hard for them to
abandon their initial shyness suf-

“ficiently to mix socially with the

people around them. Many girls,
particularly college girls,
frightened by ignorant parents
into the belief of the undesirabil-
ity .of social intercourse with co-
lonials, or any “foreigners.” Even
were this not so, the fact is that
in English universities less than
10 per cent of the student body is
female; the proportion of colored
women to men is far Jess than
even this percentage.

But unofficial discrimination
does exist. I recently went with
a Ceylonese friend of mine to
look for a room in London. Wher-
ever we went we were told, rather
monotonously, either that the
room had just been taken, or more
honestly: “I am sorry we do not
board colored people.”

‘However, it would be wrong #o
say that no attempts were being
made fo remedy their housing
problems. There are
"ledging bureaus" but these are
insufficient and often unable to
‘help coionial students. The British
Louncil is doing what it can, but
it cannot force recalcitrant land-
ladies to rent their property; it is

are '

university'

also hampered by lack of funds.
In 1950 Chelsea Polytechnic,. part
of the University of London, passed
a resolution against advertising
through . its Welfare Committee
any rooms where any stipulations
about the racial or religious char-
acter of the occupants were made.
Other -colieges followed suit.

The problems of colonial stu-
dents are further complicated by
the activities of the Stalinists. As
few landladies will lodge them,
they are often aided to find rooms
by -the latter. Naturally, their
supporters do this with the sole
intention of influencing them po-
Litically. Most colonial students
are contacted by them soon after
arrival in England. Having had
little reception before then, they
readily listen to their overtures,

and soon find themselves mixing

in a Stalinist milieu. After a time
their frequent use of Stalinist
verbigerations betrays such an in-
fluence; a proportion actually join
the party. .

They arrive' in the “mother
country” in ignorance of the
meaning and implications of im-
perialism, communism, etc.; they
see a much higher standard of
living than that to which they
have been used, and ascribe the
difference to imperialism. Appar-
ently the Stalinists are the only
ones who are fighting it in Eng-
land. Many have not had any pre-
vious political education and do
not see that all that is being done
to them is that their anti-British-
imperialist energies are being di-
verted in the interests of Stalinist

discovery that they have been
used is often to make them dis-
illusioned and cynical about poli-
ties.

Unfortunately there is in Eng-
land today no sufficiently resource-

ful and -socialist organizatien to

~espouse " their cause .out of honest
-motives.: The -only one with suffi-
~cient resources is-the Labor Party.
~Only #wo years :ago it was in-
veigled into appointing. a.Common-
-wealth Officer;: he has the respon-
-sibility for every colonial person in
-England and Scotland; he shares a

secretary, has haif an office, and

-practically no -momey. The Labor
Party is not interested in colonial
-affairs; despite his-valiant single-
-handed -efforts, little has so far
-been done because of -the general
lethargy.

I went along to see the Com-
monwealth Officer about the prob-
lems of colonial students. He was
in complete agreement with me
on all points but said that neither
the party executive nor the rank
and file were concerned, con-
scious, or even interested. He him-
self had contacted local chapters
of the party to set up local Com-
monwealth Committees specifical-
ly to deal with these questions;
this policy had been attended by
a limited amount of success,
where ‘it had been followed: but
most local groups asserted that it
was a national responsibility, and
that they had neither the re-
sources, nor the support to ini-
tiate such activities, The unfor-
tunate factor was that member-
ship in the Labor Party did not
impart to its followers immunity

itain: A Problem for Labor

from prejudice against “alien
elements.”

The Stalinists cater not only
politically but socially as well;
they deliberately send their girls
out with many of these lonely
people to buy their allegiance.

-Some of the students are very

naive, and do not see that they

.are just being used. When, after

a time, they discover that their
feelings are being prostituted,

‘they sometimes become disillu-

sioned and bitter
whites,

However, the problems of co-
lonial peoples cannot be ignered
unless they are to fall prey to the
Stalinists. Thus it is_only through
the education to politieal con-
sciousness that we ean hope to
emancipate the colonial -peoples.
Their anti-imperialist movements

against all

-are, in the final analysis, the only

eapons they have.

Nevertheless, we can gain a cer-
tain  amount of encouragement
from achievements of the awaken-

“ing peoples of West Africa. Social-

ists watching the struggle felt a.
new surge of enthusiasm 'at the
recent eiections in the Gold Coast.
Kwame N'Kruma, leader of the

-anti-imperialist Convention Peo-

ple’s - Party of the Gold 'Coast,
gained 35 out of the 38 seats in
the first free -election, and was

‘taken out of prison to be made
:prime minister,

He was first involved in the
struggle as a student here and in
England. I had the great pleasure
of hearing him say at a publie
meeting of the West African Stu-

-dents Union, “I am a Marxist,

but not a Communist.”

imperialism, The effect of the

In Search of a Formula: None Will Safeguard Democracy — _~

(Continued from page 6)

be in a rational society. There you have the basis on
which such a REAL group would have to be fought by

legal suppression—on the basis of its criminal acts, and

not on the basis of its “innocent” propaganda front!

Otherwise, Cutler's "democratic™ government would be
announcing: We have just passed a law making discrimi-
natory practices a criminal offense. But now that this law
is passed, it is a criminal offense -also -fo lobby for its
repeci!

We are not in favor of this typically totalitarian
practice—in the name of fighting “totalitarian prae-
tices.” This is not just a matter of noble sentiment, even
though genuinely democratic sentiments are truly in-
volved. Nor is it only because democracy is a “moral
good,” though it is.

Wielded by Our Enemies

Tke struggle for. democracy is a weapon. 1# is properly
a weapon in the hands of the mass of people, and not of
their exploiters, because the masses need democracy in
order to achieve their interests and because the rule of
exploiters and oppressors cannot live in a consistently
democratic society. -

It would be worse than unprincipled—it would be
stupid—to hand this weapon over to the racists and to-
talitarians for their demagogic use. It is not the advocacy
of or propaganda for Jim Crowism which makes the lat-
ter a danger: it is the social interests behind the practice
of Jim-Crowism which are the enemy. If they are suc-
cessfully fought, by methods including working-class
solidarity as well as suppression of Jim Crow practices,
laws against group advocacy of opinion are unnecessary;
and if they are not successfully fought, such laws against
freedom of opinion are merely double-edged swords
which are wielded by our enemies.

What we have said using the example of Jim Crow
also, of course, applies to anti-Semitism or any other
specific set of abhorrent opinions which may be behind
the term “totalitarian practices”—and it also applies to
Stalinism as a political movement.

L

We're afraid that our correspondent’s reference to
Lenin is as thoughtless as his reference to the laws on
murder. There are many aspects of the Bolshevik regime
we have discussed with regard to democracy, and there
are many that deserve discussion, but this isn’t one of
them.

Lenin wanted to find a “formula” to “prosecute the
SRs or the Mensheviks . . . for belonging to an organi-
zation that supported interventionists.”

One might think from the way in which he introduces
the reference that “the interventionists” were perhaps
“merely people with objectionable opinions, no doubt ad-
vocating them in organized, persistent fashion. . . .

The people (including SRs and Mensheviks) and organi-
zations that “supported interventionists". were-giving mili-
tary and:political suppoert to armed troops invading the
country and organizing the armed overthrow of the gov-
ernment in the midst of civil war!

It is possible to discuss actions against groups, or

sections of the SRs and Mensheviks, who had not sup-.
-ported and were not in favor of supporting the invaders.

But the others?

It is as absurd as discussing the “democratic rights”
of Stalinists or anyone else who may become political or
military agents of a Russian army invading the U. S.—
or who are foreign agents today in the literal sense.

How can Cutler and his friends write about this in
the same paragraph with formulations like “obvious
present intent” and “probable consequences”? There

. wasn’t even a “clear .and present danger”: that. stage is

also passed upon when a political group is acting as the
internal supporting movement for an interventionist
army! .

Democratic rights in the midst of a civil war is, at
any rate, not the problem which would be useful to dis-
cuss in this context. The abandonment of democratie
rights in the U. 8. today cannot be covered with referen-
ces to it.

With the same casualness—that is, without thinking
:he matter out—our correspondent also mentions that he
is “attempting to indicate that perhaps legal proof can be
redefined in terms of past eriminalities, present indubit-
able connections, and highly probable, if not inevitable,
:onsequences,” :

Now, this is really too lightminded. Of course, legal
proof can be "redefined" in this.way. In fact, it has been.
IN THE: STALINIST STATES.

If we are given a reason for supporting such laws in
the U.-S. while condemning. them behind the Iron Cur-
tain, it would become worth while to discuss this modest
suggestion further,

Slipping into the Rut

And whipping oneself up about the evil role of the
CP is no substitute for thinking out the problems of
democratic rights. But if one must get whipped up about
the role of the CP, let it be on political grounds, as it
should; as it is, I cannot easily imagine a more anti-
democratic basis for objecting to the CP’s existence than
Cutler’s argument that it leads to “‘unnecessary social
waste.”

From the point of view of a “public sanitation job,”
what political movement or movements spread the most
lies and reactionary confusionism? Is it the CP? Glory
be, they are not that strong. Tt is still the Dixiecrats
and Republicans, the Jim-Crowers, the NAM and its ilk
—and throw in the Fair Deal witchhunters for good
measure.

No, we are not counterposing the fight against capital-
ist reaction at home to the fight against Stalinism, like the
Stalinists themselves. We are pointing out thet Cutler's
argument from "unnecessary social waste" is filled to the
brim with the-methodology of totalitarianism. Everybody
knows the overhead cost ("unnecessary social waste”) of
democracy. . . .

®

With the very best- of intentions, such attempts to
find the juridical formula to do two quite incompatible
things cannot help but fall into the rut-of the totalitarian
approach. As we- pointed out, that is how the Stalinist
juridical formulas: were worked out, empirically—even,
to begin with, with “good” intentions—in the face of
what was deemed “necessity.” Their necessity came into
being once they had turned away from Lenin’s road-and
internationalist socialism and sought to ensure the re-
gime’s existence without it. Capitalism’s necessityiarises

from its social inability to counter Stalinism’s appeal by
any other means than police force.

It is a fine "iesser evil" that capitalism presents to

Cutler: either WE break down democratic ‘rights in the
U. S. NOW, or you face the danger of the Stalinists going
Further and faster later . . . which do you choose?
. But in the case of this lesser-evil choice, far more
directly than the lesser evil in war, that doesn’t tell the
}v_hole story. For firstly, every capitalist repudiation of
its own vaunted democracy adds fuel to the Stalinist
ﬂamdes everywhere in the world; and secondly, in Cutler’s
words: !

“That’s the rub: will CP illegalization now mean sa
similar fate for democratic forces in the future? Per-
haps your prophecy will be confirmed.”

In the future? Hasn’t Cutler paid any attention td:
what is happening to civil liberties for liberals as well
as socialists, militant trade-unionists as well as govern-
ment employees, ete.? The government’s subversive list
has not been directed only aghinst Stalinists and non-
existent faseist groups. . . .

What future is Cutler waiting for, before coming'-_,fo
the conclusion that the government’s legal weapons
against the Stalinists are double-edged swords? :

-Optimism Is Not the Question

We are not prophesying that in any given number

of years the government (perhaps another than this one)-

unions under the Smith Act, or put them on an expand8ft
subversive list. We are merely urging-a fight against tha
road which leads in that direction, and against the pragz
tices which right now and today have already intimidated
and terrovized large sections of the people into political
quiescence, o
In the face -of this daily fact Cutler calls -himself more’
'sanguine," for four reasons, just as if we.were still livigy
in 1945, Certainly, the last.war did not bring the .antici=
pated repressions, because. the strongest force among the
radical workers, the CP, was supporting the war and there;
was no anti-war force strong enough to give the goverm:
ment what it calls "trouble.” The fact must be a comfort,.
even though Cutler cannot think of what forces the goverm~|
ment ‘might have itched to-repress. buf refrained from. It
did.not .even refrain from -arresting the Minneapalis 'I'rohﬁ
skyist defendants in spite of the fact that they represented!
-ho-eonsiderable immediate danger .of "revolution.", . o LB
The other three reasons for being- sanguine we will
leave to our readers’ mercies. ' 2l
In sum, while Cutler keeps referring to the need fo¥!
a formula to reconcile the witchhunt with democracy, /it
Is evident to him that he has none such; and we think
1t should be clear that an -undigested series of -almost’
randorp analogies will hardly lead to good reasons fort
throwing up the socialist fight for demoeratic liberties
They can only serve to convince oneself emotively in &°
nazy whirl of ill-assorted rationalizations. For the lattet?
purpose th‘Ey will do as well as any we have seen. i
There is no easy way out.of the kind of fight tha§>
‘must be made, any more than there is some formuld®
wh{ch' will provide an easy way out of the cold war. The
socialists’s fight is not an easy one and was never adver-
tised as such. But it is a hundred times easier than knotw
ting the noose for the hangman, sticking your neck in i

and then objecting vociferously -after he has:tighteneds
it fast,

will arrest the leaders of the ADA, NAACP or trade

o
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reactionary reasons which have
prevented labor unity for the past
fifteen years.

- As reported by Louis Stark for
the New York Times (August
15), they can be summed up in
the statement that the CIO has
been profiting by the AFL-CIO
collaboration, and the AFL has
not. As one unnamed AFL official

-

‘Who Gets the Gravy?

It's not the ordinary farmer
who'll be hurt by a rollback of
prices on meat. As Iowa's Des
.Mvoines Register explained edi-
torially on July 11:

“Except for a short period in
1949, the margln between the
purchase price of stocker and
feeder cattle and the sale price of
cattle for slaughter has been ex-
tremely high since the war. ...

“The big feeder has been hurt
most by the rollback, because in
many cases he had a large inven-
tory of high-priced calves and
thin cattle in his lots when the
rollback became effective. But he
had also made the biggest profits
dw'mg recent years of wide mar-
gins,

“The ordinary farmer ne1ther
realized these extraordinary prof-
its—nor is he taking a serious
beating from the rollback.” =

Coincidence

During August the Senate
Agricultural Committee headed
_ by Gillette put in a report on its
series of hearings held last year.
The report goes into proving in
detail that it is not the farmer
pbut the food processors (large
compame‘;) that benefit from
price-gouging. It takes a slap at
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s failure to look out for the
- consuimers’ interests and at the
Justiey Department’s “lack of
diligen ” in permitting bakery
‘combines to fix bread prices. It
singles out the District of Colum-
bia itself as one spot where fla-
grant price-fixing to raise the
price of milk (by the Maryland
and Virginia Milk Producers As-
‘sociation) has been successful and
not countered. .

The investigating committee
was also planning to look into the
cost of sugar when it was sud-
denly abolished by the chairman
of the full committee, Senator
Ellender, Democrat of Louisiana.
By coincidence, Louisiana is the
state where the big sugar inter-
ests are most powerful.

Expert

“It is refreshing these days to
read a book about Russia and the
Russians by someone who is not
. ..a member ... of one of the
former resistance movements
wyithin the Communist Party like
the Trotskyites or the Menshe-

~ “wiks.”—Drew Middleton, one of

the N. Y. Times' Russian  “ex-

a; ‘perts,” reviewing a new book by

Edward Crankshaw, Aug. 12.
For those who don’t know, we
should explain that the Menshe-
viks split from the Communist
Party about the same time as
" Drew Middleton.

Vans \

Interested? For information

about the
INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST
LEAGUE
Write fo 114 W. 14th Street
 New York 11, N. Y.

put it, “The CIO has utilized its
advanatge in recent months be-
cause of our cooperation to
strengthen itself in various ways
and in certain government organ-
izations. We persist in our desire
for real organic unity of the two
organizations and we reject fune-
tional unity.” This leader further
described the ULPC as a “fake
united front.”

These statements, it should be
noted, do not charge that the CIO
has benefited in organizational or
jurisdictional struggles at the ex-
pense of the AFL, or that it has
taken some “unfair” advantage
of the ULPC for jurisdictional
purposes. It may seem that what

is involved most immediately—is.

some kind of jealousy by the AFL
bureauerats over government
posts or influence acquired by
CIO leaders. Stark mentions spe-
cifically that the AFL top hier-
archy “is also rather irked at
what it considers the prominent
activity of CIO representatives in
the Economic Cooperation Ad-
ministration.”

SQUABBLERS

From the information available,
it is clear that the AFL leadership
is motivated only by the narrow-
est - considerations. What differ-
ence can it possibly make to the
workers in either AFL or CIO
whether the bureaucrats from the
one or other organization hold
down the most influential govern-
ment posts?

A squabble over such matters
only emphasizes once more the
futility of the whole idea that the
lubor movement can achieve im-
portant gains by placing some of

eaders Knife

its leaders in government offices
under the over-all control of the
businessmen and capitalist poli-
ticians who run the two big par-
ties and hence the government.
The. AFL Executive Council
voted eleven to two for the pro-
posal to break up the ULPC. The
two against were Daniel J. Tracy
of the Electrical Workers, and
George M. Harrison of the Rail-
road Clerks. Voting for were
Meany, Tobin, Green, Woll, Win-
ter, Harry C. Bates, Birthright,
Doherty, Petrillo, McFétridge,
and . David Dubinsky (of the
Ladies Garmefdt Workers Union).
The action of the AFL Execu-
tive Counecil is quite typical of the
“thinking” of this “neck which
just grew and haired over.” They
-showed once more that they are
incapable, except under the ex-
treme and direct pressure of po-
litical and economic events, of
acting in the broad interests of
the working people asa whole.

LIBERAL PARTY HURT

Among them, perhap# only David
Dubinsky is worth spe¢ial mention.
Dubinsky is the real leader of the
Liberal Party in New York. The
greatest single organizational
weakness of this party has been
‘its inability to unite the whole
labor movement in New York be-
hind it. By voting with the rest of
the AFL bureaucrats on this ques-
tion, but not only aided in knifing
labor unity as a whole, but at the
same time stabbed his own politi-
cal organization in the back. The
chance of getting real ClO support
for the Liberal Party has certainly
~been greatly set back by this ac-
tion,

NY Bans Po

[C:anlinued'from page 1)
in the interests of public pol-
icy . . . you actually are no
different than dny other anti-
union employer- who: says:
*Unions nre"line. but not in
my industry.'" .

The papers in the city
state that the reaction of the
cops to Monaghan’s order
range “from amazement to
bitterness.” According to the
TWU, no withdrawals of ap-
plications for membership
have been received since the
union-busting order went
out, and numerous new ap-
plications have come in, Un-
ion officials refer to Mon-
aghan as “Quill’s secret wea-
pon.!!

Turn to Court

The only “labor” opposi-
tion to the TWU’'s drive
comes from the Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association, the
“line organization” which
has traditionally lobbied for
policemen’s benefits, but it is
a well known fact that this
outfit has always been under
the thumb of the high brass

‘in the department.

The TWU is going ahead
full blast with its union drive.
Policemen's working condi-
tions and pay are notorious-
ly poor and, perhaps even
more important o many men
on the force, without union
protection they have been
and continue to be subject to
completely arbitrary discip-
linary action by the higher-
ups.

As we go to press, the
TWU has asked the courts
for

a - restraining order-

In this it is being supported:

by the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, which has filed a
brief as “friend of the
court,” urging that the right
to organize should not be de-
nied to municipal employees
any more than to any other
workers..

Where's Halley?

The political aspect of this
struggle may well turn out
to be even more important
than the strietly trade-union
question. Mayor Impellitteri,
who represents a strong sec-
tion of the Democratic ma-
chine in New York, is back-
ing Monaghan to the hilt.
The Republican candidate
for president of the City
Council has also issued a
gtatement backing Mon-
aghan, and it is hardly to be
expected that the Demo-
“cratic candidate will take a
different stand.

That leaves the Liberal
Puri'y as the only other ma-
jor contender for the office.
To date, neither the party
nor its candidate, Rudolph
Halley, has taken a stand on
the issue. Yet the outcome of
the campaign may very well
be vitally affected by this
issue.

In the past the New York
City labor movement has
been notoriously split in its
support. of different parties
and factions in city politics.
And even though organized
labor is unitedly against

Monaghan’s action, it is not -

guaranteed that the union
leaders will permit-this ques-
tion {6 determ&ne.th‘eitzsmd

against Monaghan's. action. . in the-eleetion...- * .

¢

S ST
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The AFL council’s action is in
the form of a recommendation to
the AFL’s national convention to
be held in San Francisco starting
September 17, With the top lead-
ership overwhelmingly in favor
of breaking up the ULPC, there
is .little likelihood that the offi-
cials who represent the AFL un-
ions at this convention will over-
turn the decision. Yet such has
been the strength of the united-
action sentiment throughout the
ranks and the leadership of the
labor movement, that it is quite
possible that a strong sentiment
of dissatisfaction if not open re-
volt will make itself felt at the
convention,

It is of the utmost importance
that this feeling be expressed as
strongly as possible. Central La-
bor Councils and even local un-
ions could shower the convention
with resolutions opposing this ac-
tion. A strong expression of such
sentiment would go a far way to

~expressing the solidarity of the

Tanks of the labor movement, and
of their desire to continue and ex-
Band the areas of joint action,
even if it fails to reverse the re-
actionary decision of the top AFL
bureauecracy.

And It Wili

The CIO-PAC has endorsed a
labor party.

It was the CIO-PAC of Ontario,
Canada, and it endorsed the Com-
monwealth Cooperative Federa-
tion (CCF), the Canadian sister
of the British Labor Party.

We're working so that it can
happen here.

_them to 500 words,
.ﬂ.\

S-x Shall Not Rear
Its Etc.

On May 7 the Ceylon Daily
News published a letter about the
Stalinist attitude to love:

“Love has passed through three
historieal stages. In feudalism,
the relation between the sexes is
the master-slave ‘relation, with
the ‘woman always listening to the
man and sticking to him like a
piece of property. In capitalist
love, affection is bought and sold.
The woman sells her ' beauty,
youth and flesh for luxury and
comfort offered by the man. Final-
ly, comes the new Democratic
Love. Man and woman have no
mercenary relations, and there-
fore the highest form of love is
reached. . . ., This love is sombre,
intellectual and definitely revolu«
tionary. . . . Under the trees on
moonlit nights, small groups of
schoolmates argue serious prob-
lems. You will never see 3 bof
and a girl pair off to look at the
moon or whisper to each other in
typical bourgeois manner. If
enemy agents try to engage us in
amatory affairs, they are quickly
rebuffed. . . . When we look up
at the sky, we can only think how
happy the moon must be to shine
on Stalin. . . .”

/ \
You're Invited

to speak your mind in the letter

column of L.A. Our policy is to

publish letters of general political

interest, regardless of views. Keep

7

ice Union—

It is not guaranteed, but it
will certainly have consider-
able influence. Unless Mon-
aghan’s bosses, who run the
political machines, back
down, it will be very difficult
for labor leaders to try to
convince their followers to
vote for men who have taken
an open anti-union stand.

The Liberal Party’s candi-
date has not as yet commit-
ted himself on this issue.
There is no telling on which

side of it he ' may come down,
simply because no one has
any idea of what views he
holds on any social issues.
But it is quite clear that the
Liberal Party and its candi-
date has a golden opportu-
nity to accumulate a vast po-
litical capital with the work-
ers of the city if they takd a
forthright and unambiguous
stand for the rights of the
policemen to organize in any
way they see fit,

The State Department last year
made one of those 15-minute doc-
umentaries on the little village of
Bridgehamton, L. I., purporting
to show demoecracy in action in a
“typical. American village,” for
foreign consumption.

It showed the people fund-rais-
ing for a new flagpole, arranging
to maintain a lifeguard at the
beach, and similar very demo-
cratic activities.

. Last Friday; August 10, the
film was shown at the Bridgeham-
ton town meeting.

At the same meeting, a special
committee of the village council
made a report. It had been ap-
pointed to investigafe the housing
conditions of the migratory farm
workers in the area, after a shack
fire killed two children a year ago.

The committee, "headed .by the
Presbyterian minister, found that
the several hundred farm work-
ers who come in annuazlly to pick
the potato crop were forced to
live in sub-standard accommoda-
tions, characterized by lack of
sanitary facilities, ramshackle
* cagstfuction; -

Documentary
On a Documentary

‘a true picture but glossed over

fire:’ hazards - and - .
- general -dirt." Pmndent Thayer .

read it and it was filed.

Nothing is going to be done
about it by either state or county.

But the State Department’s
film about democracy in action in
the typical American village
didn’t have any room for the mi-
gratory workers and their prob-

lems, since first things (life-
guards, flagpoles) must comnie
first.

Council President Thayer, like
a good American, opined that
maybe the government knew best
what it was doing: “The picture
left out many things of impor-

tance but I don’t feel qualified to

pass judgment. The film Wwas
made to be shown abroad a'nii—
there may be propaganda aspects
I don’t understand.”

Obviously not. A .
“Others,” adds the N. Y. Tlmes,

“reluctant to be quoted by nam
in this wllage of 1500 persons :
[democracy in action’ “asserted
flatly that the film failed to give

the main problems—that of the
migrants among others.” -

- The film was not a howling su
cess—in Bridgehampton. - - = !
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