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Has Labor a Line
To Fight Axing
A Of Price Control?

Labor is again threatening to walk out of the war mo-_
bilization agencies, in protest against the recent hatchet--
job on living standards by Congress. It is high time. :
> But not much will be gained merely by dark threats.

“about it at this late date. ;

' The United Labor Policy Committee, which combines
the top leadership of the AFL, CIO and railroad brother-
hoods, met in Washington on July 9 to consider its action, =

. now that an overwhelming Democratic-Republican majority
in both Houses of Congress has shown that it is eager to

“give business and the profiteers what they want from the

Defense Production Act. :

Emil Rieve, president of the CIO Textile Workers and a
CIO member of the Wage Stabilization Board, laid before
them a proposal for a boycott of the agencies. The ULPC
decided to defer action on it until Congress completes ac-
tion on the Defense Production bill. In effect, in other words,
they decided to look into the barn after the horse will be
stolen.

- The ULPC statement after the meeting blasted the

: Dixiecrat-Republican coalition for supporting a bill which

o A “will increase the cost of living a dollar a day for each. . ..

y American family,” and stated that if Congress enacts any-

i thing weaker than the Defense Production Act that was

Auto Locals Fight Speedup =+

WRITE A LETTER
TO YOULR
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would “cause grave dissatis-
faction.” They proposed an.
extensive letter and tele-
gram campaign to urge the
passage of “an effective sta-

Detroit

-

By WALTER JASON
DETROIT, July 9 — As
though the nightmare of lay-
offs were not enough to
plague the autoworkers, the
major corporations here
have intensified their efforts
to utilize the occasion for a
concerted drive to speed up
the workers. _

As a result, a series of
slowdowns and quickie

_strikes have occurred in
.most Chrysler plants during

the past two weeks, and

- Hudson Motor Company has
-had a complete plant walk-
- out every day for more than
“fwo weeks.

The Hudson situation has

“been the talk of UAW cir-
" cles. Since the company still

has a large supply of unsold

- cars, even after a two weeks’
- complete shutdown, the com-

pany reduced its working
forces and tried to increase

- production 'per man on many
" assembly-line jobs.
. r» -Bach day the men report

to work, and then within an
hour either walk out or have

been sent home, as the jobs
go in the hole because the
men refuse to speed up and
do the extra work the com-
pany has placed in them.

DANGER FOR REUTHER

At Chrysler, the Dodge,
Kercheval, Jefferson, Ply-
mouth and De Soto plants
have had similar occurren-
ces, following the layoffs of
two weeks ago. Both verbal
and written agreements with
union shop ' officials have
been violated openly and at-
tempts to speed up the men

through intimidation, dis-
charges, ete.,, have been
tried.

At a recent Hudson local
meeting with more than
4,000 attending, the ranks
voted overwhelmingly to
strike; at the same time
many speakers were very
caustic  in their remarks
about the leadership of the
international union.

At a meeting of all shop .

committeemen from Chrys-
ler plants, a . policy was

adopted not to send griev-
ances pertaining to dis-
charges to the stage at which
the international union takes
charge. This was a not very
subtle slap at the top lead-
ers, since a chief steward at
Dodge was recently dis-
charged following a walkout
and the umpire upheld the

‘company’s action.

Unless the Reuther leader-

ship takes some aggressive
action, it may well be that
the East Side shops in De-
troit, where Chrysler and
Hudson plants are located,
will follow the course of so
many local unions in Flint
which went anti-Reuther
largely on account of the
speed-up issue and the excel-
lent capital which the anti-
Reutherites made about it.

bilization program.”

“There is no justification |
whatever for higher prices
now,” the ULPC statement
continues. “Yet lobbyists for
the profiteers are exploiting
the possibility of truce -in
Korea to further weaken
price controls.”

This action by the ULPC
indicates the weakened posi-

(Turn to last page)

als, that is.

government.

be ...

The Real Lowdown on Those Old Soldiers

Old soldiers never die; they just fade away into corporation executives. Generals and admir- :

MacArthur had his Remington Rand, and now General Albert C. Wedemeyer has his Aveo.

There's a parade of retiring generals, admirals and other brass going by in Washington, and ~
as they stow their generous pensions in their pockets, more than one goes right into. a highly paid
position with a big-business corporation or a big-business association.

The latest, Wedemeyer, is bétoming vice-president of the Avco Manufacturing Company, part% i
of the Victor Emanuel combine which, among other things, makes airplanes and engines for the |

Before refirement the high brass had constantly to deal with big-business for the ‘armed services |
or make recommendations involving big-business interests.

Naturally, who are we to charge that their judgment in these dealings or recommendations miay :
say, warped by the knowledge that in their declining years a fat job with one of these cor- - i
- porations will buy lots of pork chops? -
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The
ISL Program

in Brief

The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
. against the two systems of exploita-
tion which now divide tlie world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other

deal, so as to give the people freedom,

abundance, security or peace. It must
be abolished and replaced by a new
social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies. ‘

Stalnism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Its
agents in every country, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's

: _ 4hroats in a world-wide imperialist ri- _

valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
present struggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people. .

At the same time, Independent So-

- cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people’s lot now

- —msuch as the fight for higher living

standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation
of an independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

 INTERESTED?

' Get
acquainted

~ Independent
Socialist League—

114 W. 14th Street
" New York 11, N. Y. | |
.| [0 1 want more information about the

ideas of Independent Socialism and
the ISL.

0O 1 ‘'want to join the ISL.

ditorials

Fordrung Case. -

Every now and then since it broke, the Fordrung (Hunter College)
case has been referred to. in the same breath with firings of Stalinist
teachers as if the former justified the latter. The general idea is sup-
posed to be: “See, here’s a reactionary anti-Communist professor get-
ting the bum’s rush. If you oppose the discharge of Communists, you
ought to fight for Fordrung’s ‘rights’ too, or vice versa.”

Fordrung was the Hunter College (New York) professor of
hygiene and physiology who was recently suspended by the school for
incompetence and associated reasons, some of the grounds centering
around his teachirigs on sex education. (The N. Y. Daily News
promptly dubbed him the “sex prof,” which saved headline space at

the expense.of accuracy.)

The fact is that the Fordrung case is almost made to order as a
demonstration of what is wrong with the argument, such as is made
by Sidney Hook, that Stalinist teachers should not be allowed to
teach. This can be said without passing any judgment on Fordrung
in advance of his hearing. It is clear fronr the nature of the charges
against him and the nature of the procedure which is being applied
to him.:

Both, as far-as we can see, are flawless precisely on the basis of
the identical criteria which make the Hook type of proposal a plan for
an hysterical witchhunt.

The charges, which themselves were made after a long~investiga-
tion in response to complaints from students and others, are strictly
based on his classroom behavior and, one and all, impugn- his compe-
tence as an instructor. He is charged with devoting only a minor
portion of his classroom to the subject he was supposed to teach; the
rest of the time, or a good deal of it, was given to tirades against
such horrible things as birth control, loose sexual morals, the Fair
Deal, the StatesDepartment, atheism, and in favor of virginity, mother-
hood, God and political reaction. (The associations implied in the
preceding .sentence are Fordrung’s, not ours.)

When asked if he attempted to present both sides of controversial
issues such as birth control (which at.least fell within the general
domain of his subject), he replied: “No, there are not two sides to
murder.” ;

This antediluvian will be given a trial in the fall by three mem-
bers of the Board of Higher Education, who will report back to the
full board. (Fordrung, in addition, demanded that his trial be shown
over television but it is doubtful whether that ean be considered a
demoeratic right!)

The Tendency and the Test

It is perfectly plain, then, that no part of the case questions his
right to hold any of his opinions, or touches on any activity outside
the classroom and school. It is perfectly conceivable that a teacher
with the reactionary and pitifully obsolete ideas which are ascribed
to him might yet be a competent teacher .of hygiene and physiciogy.

It would not be wholly to the point to argue that a man who is
capable of holding such-opinions must be too stupid, or too n}entally
twisted, to be a competent teacher of anything, There is truth in that,
it can be granted, if it is represented as a tendency_and with a
couple of other qualifications; but by that token i!: is irrelevant to
the present question. The test of whether the putative tendency does
or does not manifest itself in this or that individual can only l?e
an inquiry into the individual’'s competence as a tcacher,_ unless it is
irrationally claimed that such a tendency manifests itself as an
invariable rule. . _

Thus we would heartily agree that, to the degree that a teacher
is a hardbitten Stalinist party-liner who swears by the latest Pravda
ukase on culture and science, to that degree he will tend to be an
incompetent teacher, and to a greater degree in certain subjects th_an
in others. The same type of statement can obviously be made with
equal justice in other kinds of cases. The one that comes to ‘mmd
fastest is that of the fanatically Catholic communicant whose intel-
lectual horizon is limited to the thoughts declared safe by papal
authority, and whose classroom behavior is at least in part based on
the fear of punishment if he deviates from the Lord’s party line as
he sees it. We think that punishment in everlasting fire is a some-
what ' stronger deterrent to deviationists than expulsion from the
party, either in the U. S. where expulsion means one thing or in
Russia where expulsion can mean death.

We have indeed known professors who were not only Stalinists
but (it is morally certain) were card-holding CPers, who did not
distort and falsify the content of their subject in order to make it
square with the Kremlin line. If one can add that that was their con-
tradiction, and also that they would not have lasted long in their
“gocialist fatherland,” and many other things, none of these thoughts
is germane to the present question. To fire a teacher merely on the
ground that he is proved to be a member, or follower, of the CP is to
give up all objective criteria of teacher competence.

The criferia and procedure in the Fordrung case are a crushing in-
dictment of the Stalinophobe hysterics who would fight Stalinism by
the Kremlin's method of witchhunts. .
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THE CASE OF THE "VESNA" ORGANIZATION,
by A. Sergeev.—The Challenge, June.

- The Challenge is the monthly of the Asso-
ciation of Former Political Prisoners of Soviet
Labor Camps.

The special interests of Sergeev’s article is
that it concerns an early flyer in GPU concoc-
tions dating back to 1930-31. The first informa-
tion about it in the West was brought out at
the Kravehenko trial in Paris in 1949.

The background was the collectivization
drive of 1930; rebellions and uprisings flared
up among the peasants. The Kremlin undertook
the project as a new-type propaganda weapon.

On the night of October 15-16, 1930 in the

Ukraine and on the night of November 5% in
Russia proper, a large-scale roundup started of
selected intellectuals, army officers of the Civil
War period, and technical specialists in contact
with the peasantry. They were informed that
they had been arrested in connection with an
underground organization, Vesna (spring).

“Each prisoner was forced to confess and to
give the names of those he had ‘enlisted’ in the
mythical clandestine organization. The latter

READING from LEFT to RIGHT

arrgg'ted, and the ‘organization’
with monstrous speed.”

were, in" turh,
grew and grév
In cases where ‘the usual forms of torture
failed, the GPU brought the worn-out prisoner
into chambers with people who had already con-
fessed. “These explained to him that there was
really no or@nization of any kind in existence,
but that the ease had been built up for reasons
of foreign policy, to show the workers of the
West that ir bourgeoisie, together with the
remnants of the capitalist classes in the USSR,
was trying te overthrow the workers’ and peas-
ants’ government. . . . And since there was
really no organization, those who confessed
would naturally suffer no punishment. . . .”

A “headqgharters cell” was set up in Kiev’s
Lukyanovsky: prison where “plans for the in-
surrection” virrere worked out under military ex-
perts, GPU-equipped with the necéssary maps,
ete. The GPU also decided to assign the role of
Ukrainian underground leader to ex-Major Gen.
Olderogge who had once commanded the eastern
front against Kolchak, a tsarist officer before
that.

The no-pli_nishmem come-on proved a fraud.
Many of thelconfessers were shot and the rest
sent to concentration camps.

. i &
{ i -

By H. D.

A rather remarkable letter appeared in the
correspondence column of the N. Y. Times on July
8. Its list of signers was impressive (for Times
readers), consisting of prominent names among
Russian émigré scholars and political personali-
ties, Menshevik and points right. They are: Raphael
Abramovitch, Roman Goul, Alexander Kerensky,
Boris Nicolaevsky, Dr. Solomon Schwarz, Vladimir
Zenzinov, and Professors Fedetoff, Karpovitch,
Konstantinovsky, Kurganov, Smirnov and Vish-
niak. x
It is to be assumed that all of them read it
before -affixing their signatures. '

Yet the following is true:

(1) The letter is a backhanded whitewash of
Russian #sarist imperialism.

(2) We are pretty certain that all of the signers
would be indignant at this characterization.

(3) If they are to be cleared of the stigma of
apologizing for tsarist imperialism, it can only be
done by showing that they are hopeless muddleheads.

We are perfectly willing to accept the latter
hypothesis. We lean toward believing that both
explanations are true in part.

o

The letter to the Times had a laudable object.
Its original aim, apparently, was to protest a
Times editorial and a statement by Acheson which,

they think, implied an identification of the Stalinist

regime with the Russian people. Their expression
of that protest is, of course, in the letter. But the
letter also goes on to 1% columns of argumenta-
tion and historical comment.

_As their means of arguing against identification
of the Stalinist despotism with the Russian peo-
ple, the manifesto of Abramovitch, Kerensky and
the professors finds itself arguing for the identifi-
cation of the tsarist -autocracy with the Russian
people. No less! Here’s how it is done. <

The signers, of course, are “against” any kind
of imperialism—*“we are all anti-imperialists now,”
to paraphrase the famous wheeze. So they say.
But in the first place (before we get to the heart
of the letter) it seems that there was no tsarist
imperialism to be “against” any later than the
Russo-Japanese war. “The expansion of Russia...
was essentially finished in the last quarter of the
19th century,” they write, and tsarist policy in the
war with Japan was an “attempt to revive the
process’-but it was an “unhappy adventure.”

APOLOGETICS FOR THE ROMANOYVS

I+ is clear then that there was no tsarist impe-
rialism involved in the outbreak of the First World
War! It is hard to believe that this falsehood can
be accounted for by muddieheadedness, rather than

by political ideas which apologize for the Romanov

dnyasty.

(If holy water is sprinkled over the tsar, it is
almost digressive to report that the regime headed
by one of the letter’s signers, Kerensky, is hailed
for its “complete absence of expansionist or bel-

ligerent ' intentions.” We note only that these .

“honest. men” prove this by citing Kerensky’s grant
of freedom to Poland while they grudgingly admit
only that the Bolshevik government under Lenin
“was compelled by Russian public opinion to re-
nounce aggressive and expansionist intentions.”
Being what they are; they neglect to mention that
Kerensky ‘“granted” freedom to Poland when it
was under- German occupation—that is, when he

Holy Water for the Tsar

Kerensky and Company- Write a Letter

, tey you iden

didn’t have it—and refused to grant freedom to
any part of the empire which was in his grip (like
Finland), in spite of the “Russian public opinion”
which proved so efficacious under Lenin. But what
can you expect of people who whitewash the im-
perialism of the tsar?)

@

But this is still not the heart of the argument.
We get closer:to it when we read that “the ruling
Communist Party cannot be regarded as a national
government of Russia.” The Stalinist regime is an
internationalist one, -not a national Russian re-
gime. Shades- of. Pravda, whose very claims our
émigrés areimouthing: here! The Ukrainian people
and Tito:particularly will be interested to be told
by these “experts” that the Stalin they fight is in
truth not Russian-nationalist but dedicated to “in-
ternational communism” as distinet from Russian
nationalism!

. THE GHOST OF NICHOLAS

What is the bearing of this on the purpose of the
letter? For the signers it is a vital part of the argu-
ment that, SINCE Stalinism cannot be considered "a
national governmentiof Russia,” it is THEREFORE
impermissible to identify the Russian people with its
regime. ;

. Do or do not the signers understand that they
are thereby arguing that it is correct to identify
tsarism with the Russian people, in its time? We
might be more doubtful if the above was all there
was to go on. But they virtually insist on making
the thought explicit:

“When yow [the Times] declare that Stalin is
at bottom thezinheritor of traditional Russian pol-
by him with the Russian people. You
imply that the Russian people, or at least its lead-
ing strata [E—H. D.], are responsible” for the
Kremlin's condluct.””

And before that:

“Stalin is {not an instrument in the hands of
the Russian people - actuated by ‘imperialist tradi-
tion’ but quite the reverse: the people are an in-
strument. . . .”

All this is written in the context of a contrast
between Stalipism and all preceding Russian re-
gimes, including tsarism!

They could, of course, have said even more
clearly that tsarism was “an instrument in the
hands of the Russian people,” unlike Stalinism.
But not much more clearly.

Is it any wonder that these apologists for the

Romanovs (whether each one of them does or does
not understand what he signed) have no more chance
of getting the ear of the Russian masses who hate
Stalinism than does the ghost of Nicholas himself?
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California SP Threatens to Split
Over Right-Wing, Pro-War Trend

By PHILIP COBEN

The rapid slide of the Socialist Party to the right sirice -

the outbreak of the 'Korean war—that is, even farther to
the right than it was before—has brought the state party
arganization of California to the brink of revolt, with broad
hints of disaffiliation.

There have been rumblings in other sections of the SP—Reading,
for eqample {see LA for March 26]—but no other has as yet gone as
far as the West Coast section in challenging the leallership of the
Thomas group.

The main issues are two: the party's pro-war policy, and its recent
decision virtually to abandon electoral action in its own name, permif-
ting support of Democratic Fair Deal candidates. While the former is
more basic to the discontent in the ranks, it is the latter-that has set
off the immediate situation.

The sharp feeling over the electoral-policy question is perhaps due
as much to the way in which the SP changed its line as to the fact
of the new line itself. For one thing, the left-wing elements in the
party thought that they had won a great victory in the spring of last
year when a majority of the delegates, in convention assembled at
Detroit, turned down the electoral proposition offered by Norman
Thomas. The victory, such as it was, was very soon snatched away
from them. . - '

That convention victory gave many of the left-wingers new hopes
—i.e., new illusions—about making the SP over into a half-decent
organization with a genuinely socialist program. Only one who knows
the atmosphere of the SP can appreciate the meaning of defeating
Thomas on any important question in his own party; in its own way—
in a quite traditional social-democratic way, not the Stalinist way—
the SP, in spite of its minuscule size and importance, has as bureau-
cratic a relationship between the public leadership and the rank and
file as any socialistic group in the world.

How the Convention Was Reversed

But the 1950 convention had hardly ended when Thomas started
planning for the rescinding of its decision [see LA for June 19, 19507.
Perfectly “democratically,” of course, in form; in fact, the convention
was finally reversed by a referendum vote. Behind this reversal of
line in the referendum, however, was the fact that the convention
decision was openly and covertly flouted by the leaders and National
Executive Committee members who had opposed it, from the day
the convention ended [see LA for March 5. .

To put it bluntly, which is rarely done in polite SP circles: leading
supporters of the Thomas position went ahead and followed their own
policy regardless. They thus presented the ranks with a fait accompli
and an implied ultimatum: either take disciplinary action against
us or the convention: decision is scrapped by default. The majority
which had truly voted its convictions at' the convention did not stand
up when it came to enforcing the party position against party leaders.

After this situation had been built up, the NEC instituted the refer-
endum to reverse the convention. Behind the formal argumentation pro
and con was the real crusher: the only way to re-establish "unity" was
... » Yo give the discipline-flouting notables party sanction to do that
which they were doing anyway. :

So this year the Thomas position carried in the referendum, if
only by a small majority.

Right after this referendum, the California SP blew its top. Meet-
ing in state convention on April 29, the delegates adopted the follow-
ing resolution. (Copies of this resolution and the NEC’s reply have
been mailed to all SP members in the state—and also to many ex-
members, since the composition of the party is such that even the SP
national office often can’t tell the difference, it seems.)

Text of California Resolution

“WHEREAS the referendum on electoral activity is the culmina-

tionef a trend marked by a general backing away from socialist prin-

eipléa pre-war position, an avoidance of the issue of the Atlantic

Pact"etc—om the part of the National Executive Committee and the
Saeialist Call; and this trend is aimed at destroying the Socialist Party,
U.S#A.> and in turning the membership away from the course of
socialism;

~ _ “"WHEREAS the results of the referendum show a political defeat
for the NEC in the form of an 85 per cent abstention, in effect a far
more serious rejection of the NEC than even the votes cast in opposi-
tion, it is clear that in fact the NEC and the Socialist Call no longer are
representative of the Socialist Party, U.S.A.

“THEREFORE the State Executive Committee is to instruct
Comrade Briggs to resign as an alternate to the NEC in question,
and is to urge other locals who support the Detroit resolution to in-
struet their representatives to do the same.

“And the SEC is directed to ask the present NEC to resign, with
the exception of Comrades Friedman and Steinsapir, as unrepresenta-
tive of the rank and file of the party membership.

“And the SEC is directed to institute steps for the calling of a
special convention of the Socialist Party, U.S.A., not later than Sep-
tember 1, 1951. N

“And the SEC is to ask the NEC to declare the results of the
national referendum as indecisive and inconclusive. :

“And the SEC is to demand of the NEC the expulsion of all vio-
lators of the Detroit resolution—including the members of the NEC.

“And the SEC is to ask the NEC for the total number of ballots
mailed, for an explanation of the 158 invalid ballots, and the total cost
of the referendum to the Socialist Party, U.S.A. :

“And the SEC is directed to do all within its power, and exercise
all democratic measures to bring abouf a settlement of the difficulties
caused by the referendum, but that if they are unable to do so through
the NEC, the SEC is instructed fo refuse the recognition of the Socialist
Party of California to the present NEC as unrepresentative, and further
that the SEC be empowered to recognize a new NEC.”

85 Per Cent Abstained?

The wording and content of the California resolution testify to

the deep!liess of the differences and need no underlining. But the .
" reader will also note that the justified indignation of the California

left-wingers.-is greater; evidently, than their- political -experience in

t

conducting a fight of this kind. The reply of the NEC, dated June 14
and signed by National Secretary Robin Myers, took full advantage
of these features.

The NEC’s reply, for example, points out that alternates and
members of the NEC are elected by the national convention as a whole
and that a state organization cannot “instruct” a member to resign.
( W}_1ich is true, of course; the Californians, however, were in effect
c«_xll?ng on Briggs to resign, and this is what is important.) The NEC
similarly ecited other formalities in answer to the angry but loose .
wording of the coast resolution, none of which is of much interest.

More interesting is the matter of the 85 per cent abstention in the
vote, as <harged in the state resolution. The NEC's reply does not
directly deny the fact.

Wh_ere it deals with this point of the resolution, it merely argues
that “it is regrettable that so few party members voted” but that
_“gxactly the same procedure, notification of membership, and internal
discussion was used in two previous referenda within the past two
years (one, the North Atlantic Pact; two, socialist unity) and about
the same number of members voted.” And so “Both the criteria of

_the cf)nstitution and the precedent of recent years” validate the result -
in this case too.

Do They Mean Split?

La_.ter on, however, it mentions that “The party’s membership fig-
ures is not usually publicized, and we are not making an exception
in this case, excepting to say that the Califérnia convention has over-
estimated the total membership in its belief' that there was an 85
per cent abstention.” .

If this is a denial of the 85 per cent figure, it is cautious enough to
warrant the guess that maybe it ought properly to be reduced to
80 . . . or at most 75 per cent. It hardly makes any difference at
these levels.

The fact that three-quarters or more of the party did not even
vote on th_e hottest internal question in years is sufficient commentary
and sufﬁcu_ant justification of the Californian rebels’ indignation of
counterposing such a vote to the decision of a convention. The con-
trast between the NEC’s formal-constitutional justification and the
actual meaning and context of the vote could he a textbook case in a
studz:r of social-democratic party democracy, but we need not pause
over it here.

The NEC also, naturally, asks what can be the meaning of the last
point of the resolution, and reveals that the California convention had
also had before it a resolution for direct disaffiliation from the SP: "It
is hard to understand what the convention meant by this [last pointl,
excepting in ferms of the withdrawn motion to disaffiliate from the
Socialist Party U.S.A., which we are told may be reintroduced.”

The “:ording of the last point implies the setting up of a rival
NE_C, which of course means a rival party organization and-a split.
This may mean that the Californians feel they have sufficient support
in the party nationally to make this meaningful.

"Unity" as Chloroform

. The NEC also decided to send its national secretary to the dis-
s:dgnt state comrades to “talk over the situation.” A meeting of the
_pahfornia SEC is scheduled for July 29, and local membership meet-
ings of the SP groups in the state will also be held while she is there.
Her line will undoubtedly be something like this: “Personally, com-
rad.es, I sympathize with much of what you have to say, but we must
maintain the unity of the party above all.” .

It is to be seen whether the Californians will be much impressed with
the unity appeals of a national leadership which uses this laudable
appeal only to quiet left-wingers while it itself knuckles down before
the deliberate flouting of party policy by privileged leaders. 2

The Cahfcrr}:ans, as recorded in their resolution, have gone too
far to retreat with face or grace, and it is out of the question that the
NEC will grant any substantial part of their demands. They will
have to decide what to do, if they are not to capitulate, §i o

_ And it would be lamentable if any number of them seriously think
in terms of trying to build a seecond version of the SP, locally or na-
tionally. The SP as a whole today is little more than a see , and it
would be futile to try to build a parallel sect which would merely
reproduce the SP pf a couple of years ago, programmatically.
Organizatim_'lally, the character of all socialist groups in this
country toc?ay 1s on pretty much the same level; but the California
comrades rlg_htly‘want a socialist group which will perform the fune-
tion, to begin with, of keeping the principles of genuine socialism
heff}re-t}}e_ people, as their vanguard. If they follow through with
their political break with Thomasism, they will find such a socialist
movement bgfo?e them already, the Independent Socialist League. We
of the ISL invite them to get acquainted with our program and our

organization.
NEW YORK
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“The NAACP Convention in Atlanta Says:

Resolutions Stress Fight on Segregation Everywhere,
Condemn Government’s “Loyalty Program” as Unlawful

By F. HARPER

ATLANTA, July 1—The 42nd annual conference of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple gathered in Municipal Auditorium this afternoon to be
addressed in closing session by Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, Nobel
Peace Prize winner. An audience of 10,000 was responsible
for the cancelation of plans to use the smaller Herndon
Stadium for this occasion. Dr. Bunche stressed the inter-

national political implications

of the convention’s slogan:

Democracy begins at home! Let’s end Jim Crow NOW!
The entire nation was interested in the Atlanta conven-

tion since it was the first one held by this militant ix}tel_'-

racial organization in the deep South since 1920. No inci-

dents marred the convention.

William B. Hartsfield, mayor of Atlanta, greeted the
delegates at the opening session on Tuesday, June 26. Harts-
field is widely known as “a good white man.” He is a sincere
believer in “separate but equal opportunities” and his re-

marks pointed out, one by one,

ties offered to the Negroes in
the city of Atlanta. But these
remarks did not mollify his
audience as, time and again
during the week, many
speakers, delegates, and res-
olutions stressed that the
NAACP would continue to fight
against segregation and for real
equality: We want equality and
we want it now!

SATURDAY SESSION

Five hundred and fourteen del-
egates and 213 alternates and ob-
servers attended the convention,
according to the credentials com-
mittee. Total memberships in the
NAACP were in excess of 200,-
000; this represents an increase
over the previous year but is well
below the World War II figures.
The organization has 937 senior
member branches, 277 youth

the opportunities and facili-

councils and 84 college chapters.

The Saturday session passed,
even if in a hurry and often in
confusion, a large number of fine
resolutions outlining and imple-
menting the association’s fight
for an extension of civil rights
and material blessings for all peo-
ple and for advancement, equal-
ity, and non-segregation for the
colored minority. The delegates
reaffirmed their opposition to
Communist Party control of some
branches of the association on the
basis that the CP’s primary in-
terest was to serve the needs of
totalitarian Russia; they explod-
ed the myth of the “separate but
equal” theory; they protested dis-
crimination in hiring, segregation
in schools, housing, churches, hos-
pitals, and in the army.

The convention took a fairly-
strong stand on civil liberties and
in particular termed President

_ also delivered by Walter Carring-

i 3 |
hard to distinguish from support I
of- the opposition candidate.
Neither did the conpvention ap=- i

{

Plans Center on Extending All-Out War on
Jim Crow to Elementary Education Also

By KATE LEONARD

The main theme of the 42nd annual convention of the

National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, which was held in Atlanta the week of June 25 through
July first, was, in the words of Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, that
: “the Negro’s burden is the nation’s shame.”
3 The NAACP is a thousand times right in saying that
* while one tenth of the nation remains prosecribed, claims of
moral leadership in the world can only be as sounding brass.
The way in which this convention brought this home-truth
-home testifies to the strength with which the NAACP mem-
bership holds this conviction. When they say that they want
equality and want it now, they are not advocating a good
squeeze play for the home team. )

It also shows that the association in 1951 appraises cor-
rectly the mood of this tenth of the nation who, long before

pear to have adequately handled

its two pressing organizational
problems: the relatively small
membership and the friction be- :
tween the parent organization E
and the youth councils. Perhaps %
the reduction in dues would have I
enabled the organization to sub- ;
stantially increase its rolls. Cer- ;
tainly, if the next convention does
not see a substantial increase in
memberships, the proposal for a
dues reduction will be forced on
the administration, unless the
NAACP turns completely away
from the low-income groups.

YOUTH PROBLEM k

Despite the fact that the cone
vention recognized that "the future
of the NAACP lies in its youth™” the
delegates did not gratify the ob-
viously overwhelming youth senti-
ment for separation from the local
senior member branches. While if

Graduate Nurses, now formally
dissolved.

One of the most valuable fea-
tures of the convention should
have been' the series of round-,
table discussions. These were held
on topics such as: civil-rights
legislative program, branch ad-
ministration and program, equal
opportunities in employment,
youth work, discrimination in
health and medical care. How-
ever, due to poor facilities and
planning, these proved to be con-
fusing, noisy, and poorly attend-
ed. Separate seminar rooms were
not available at the auditorium.

In reading the resolutions passed,
to the careful reader there will
appear to be several inconsisten-

Truman's loyalty orders “unlaw-
ful,” and castigated the govern-
ment indictment of the noted Ne-
gro educator, W. E. B. DuBois. A
pledge was made to work to de-
feat legislators who have blocked
passage of civil-rights legislation.

The keynote address by Na-
tional Administrator Roy Wil-
kens, set the tone for the entire
convention. The delegates heard
Wilkens voice their own thoughts
when he said, “We don’t want»
equality next year or in the next
decade or the next generation;
we want it now. We are perfectly
willing to work out our destiny
and accept our status on merit,
but we must start as free men, in
competition with other free men,

to speculate on the motivation for
this stand. There is diplomacy
here, certainly, and auld lang
syne, and respect for a lung past
even if by now it is long past.
Many of the leaders of the
NAACP learned their ABC in
just this school, and at about the
same point in history that the
Stalinists were calling their edu-
cator “this turncoat.”

The NAACP apparently, on
this issue, also, felt no need to
knuckle under, to cotton. We are
glad they added no cheap .post-
script to the Litany of Atlanta.

WARNS ON CP

At last year's convention the
organization passed a resolution

and }f 5 SoTAtely. Mok b :L?d ::: :s::::::ir:i;:: d::lu::: is true that the youth groups need. the world was made safe for democracy the first time, “instructing the board of direc-
seERbER: and has shown itself fo be a the aid and guidance of the parent weighed American democracy and found it adulterated and tors to end Communist infiltra-
ON THE CP ®  taunch defender of the rights of branches, it is likely true that the _deficient. Negroes in the U. S. want equality now and they 59" and empowering them to ex-
: A n le regardless of race; color  youths' charges of "interference” t steps taken t t it . pel any branch under Communist

Other major addresses were all people 3 A os damger. Is sometimes valid. It is the opinion want steps taken to get 1 domination.” This resolution also
made by Dr. Benjamin Mays, and creed. Yet it com g of this reporter that the youth Nnow. ~ ‘president has proved himself ca- instructed the directors to inves-

ously close to barring its member-
ship rolls to those who are sus-
pected of foliowing the Commu-
nist Party. Again, the NAACP
avoids taking a racist position, yet
bases its defense of Dr. DuBois on
race grounds in its overzealous de-
sire to steer clear of any charge
of endorsement of Stalinist poli-
tics. ! :

president “of Morehouse College
of Atlanta; novelist Lillian
Stnith; NAACP Special Counsel,
Thurgood Marshall; Philip Will-
kie; and Executive Secretary
Walter White. Formal talks were

pable of mustering, to date.

The action taken by the con-
vention with reference to Dr. W.
E. B. DuBois is pertinent at this
point, We think it is perhaps the
action of the convention most in-
dicative of the temper of the or-
ganization and of the leadership’s
current ability to respond, in cer-

The most significant thing
about the convention was
the demonstration that the
leadership of the NAACP to-
day does not feel called up-
on, at any point dealing with race
relations, to tread gently lest the
heavens fall. Their mandate is the

tigate the ideologzical composition
of the members and-leaders of the
branches. This year the conven-
tion reaffirmed 'the opposition to
the Stalinists, the matter coming
before the body in a curious way.
It was reported that the board
had heard that some of its chap-
ters were not certain whether

counciis should have been given
the "right of self-dgiermimllou"
even though that would not have
solved the problem of coordinating
youth and senior work. .

Notwithstanding these shorte
comings, it may well be that this
42nd convention will be the third
milestone on the journey of the

ton, president of the Harvm:d
University Chapter, and Albin

Krebs on “A Southern Youth : i d th i tain areas. The conventi - they had th initi

i i Wl full equality that has opposite, and the convention 4 lon ex ey ha e power to initiate
Viave F_}du,lcatlonal Inequality. POLITICAL ACTION gli%::op;:ce l':n A?lanta?ln his ad- showed that they are aware of DPressed “unalterable opposition” moves to block Communist infil-
pnglodass e i g S dress Walter White considered this. to the action of the federal gov- tration. No wonder, since the task

The convention calls for effec-
tive political action, yet relies
solely on ‘“pressure politics,”
which has time and again (the
latest being admittedly the 82nd
Congress) proved to be quite in-
effective. The association cannot
give a political candidate support
but directs its members to work
for the defeat: of candidates with
a Jim Crow policy. But this is

on presentation of the 39th Ar-
thur Spingarn award to Mrs. Ma-
bel Staupers for “distinguished
achievement by a Negro Ameri-
ean” in “spearheading the suc-
cessful movement to integrate
Negro nurses” into the American
Nurses Association. Mrs.” Staup-
ers aided in founding and was for-
many years: president of the Na-
tional Association of Colored

ernment in securing an indict-
ment charging DuBois with fail-
ing to register as an agent of a
foreign power.

We are pleased that the NAACP
took this position, and being
pleased, therefore think it less im-
portant that we disagree with the
association’s statement that it re-
gards the indictment of Dr. DuBois
as in part an effort to silence a
noted spokesman for full equality

itself, its supervision, and its con-
trol-had been very explicitly rele-
gated to the board of directors.
We like to think that we see
some whimsy in this question
coming “from some of the chap-
ters.” K looks.like a potshot or
two at the august bureaueratice
board. By resolution it was em-
phasized to the loeal branches
-that there was sufficient organi-
zational machinery available for

In little ways and in big ways,
and with one big stride ahead in
policy, the convention devoted it-
self to this business of integra-
tion.

It may -be redding between the
lines to say that the award of the
Spingarn medal this year had
more than ordinary significance.
The fact remains that it was
given to a fighter for equality for
Negroes whose special task is

this claim; he placed the recent
convention and its work on a par
with the bloody and decisive bat=
tle of Atlanta in the Civil War
and the 1895 Atlanta speech of
Booker T. Washington which
gave Negro blessing to a policy
of segregation—a policy which
the NAACP is determined to end
and to end as speedily as possible.

By H. HARPER

SIDELIGHTS OaN-THE- NAACP CONVENTION — ;

- Atlanta: “Take Any Cab You Like,

ATLANTA, July 5—On our way to attend the NAACP con-

- yention here, we traveled down from our Northern city in
a mixed group, white and Negro. That worked through the
Southern states because we stopped only at Negro-owned

hotels and restaurants. The only. interracial hostelry we ran
across was that of the Textile Workers Union (CIO) in

Danville, Virginia. There, inr
the center of one of the most
reactionary mill towns of the
South (home of Dan River
fabrics), TWU has built a
comfortable and modern hall

through necessity, since no
one swould rent them a place to
hold their meetings.

There is no doubt that Georgia,
or at least Atlanta, was well
warned and prepared for this
gathering, and most anxious to
create a good impression on the
visitors. The mayor (a “good
white man”), in greeting the del-
egates at the opening' rally, as-
sured us of our welcome, pointing
with great pride to the progress
in business and education that the

Negroes in Atlanta had made
within the “separate but equal”
pattern.

The chief of police stood out on
the steps of the Municipal Audi-
torium greeting delegates as they
left the hali, telling them, "Take
any cab you like, folks." But all of
the taxis had "For colored only"
painted in large letters on the side.

One mixed couple wearing dele-
gate badges got into a bus and sat
down in the first seat available.
The bus driver stopped the bus
when he saw a police officer, but
the officer instructed him to leave
them alone after he noted their
badges.

Conversation dealt almost ex-
clusively with the “race question.”
Many. stories were related over

—
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~—+their most prominent citizens and

* done. The awardee was Mrs.
Mabel Keaton Staupers, former
president of the National Associ-
ation of Colored Graduate Nurses.

Her organization wé,s dissolved
this year since Negro nurses are
now received on equal terms in
the American Nurses Association
thyoughout the country. The
award also honors the women in
white. This one task of integra-
tion is completed. The award of
the medal made one more way for
Negroes to say, “We don’t want

of MNegroes. This was not, as @
mattér of fact, the reason for the
action against DuBois, who is well
known as a Stalinist feilow travel-
“ er, and thé NAACP statement on
DuBois failed to hit the "anti-red"
purge, which was the real reason.
This action of the association
should silence forever the charge
that opposition to Stalinism, Stal-
inists, or exalted fellow traveling
is “red-baiting.” It is interesting

them, too, to combat Stalinism.
Around the DuBois matter the
NAACP cautioned its branches
and youth councils against “so-
called peace organizations.” It
warned Negroes against the “ecal-
lous” efforts of the Communist
Party to exploit their disabhilities
for propaganda purposes—there
should be plenty of this kind of
warning. Walter White urged
that members when approached

Folks” But——

The Atlanta Branch knockéd
themselves out to make this con-
ference the best ever held. They

held three receptions, two dances,
a bus tour of the city, a cabaret

reported (individually) that they
did have white members, but these
people preferred to be "dues-pay-
ing members only."

bottles of Coca-Cola. One story
was told of a wealthy Negro con-
tractor who has built practically
all of the modern homes for At-
lanta’s Negroes. He is one of

for funds to support racial dis-
crimination -cases ask if there
would be a certified audit of all
monies raised and spent. This is
a long standing criticism made
by the NAACP., It dates from
Scottsboro days.

Not much labor “news” filtered
through from the convention, we
regret to report. The convention
voted for price rollbacks, low cost
housing construction program,
ete.

The campaign against Jim Crow
in the armed forces was featured.
Thurgood Marshall made a fall
scale report on the defense cases
in Korea. (The Crisis for May alse
contains this material.) It was on
Korea that General MacArthur got
his dressing down. Dixiecrat ham-
‘stringing ‘of -the -armed forces in-
tegration program through their
leadership of the Armed Services
Committees in Congress, and con-
sequently their control on military
requirements, was aired.

The campaign against Jim
Crow .in the army has reached
proportions never before seen, or
thought of in this country. Some-
one—was it Truman—Ilifted the
lid to make a quick jag with a
fork, and all the steam rushed
cut.

DRIVING -fAHEAb

The long stride ahead in policy
taken by the convention was an-
nounced by Thurgood Marshall on
the first day of the meeting. The
NAACP is laying the ground-
work for a legal action program
to attack racial-segregation prac-
tices at the state and municipal
level 'in the South, and involving
all phases of civil life.

They plan to continue the cam-
paign aguainst segregation in edu-
cation and Yo extend ‘this to an
attack on state statutes, municipal
ordinances, and-public and private
regulations which provide for seg- -
regation’ in transportation, healfh,
housing, recreation, public gather-
-ings, hotels, restaurants.

During the early part of 1951
the NAACP instituted action
against the separated school sys-
tem of “the South, at the grade
school level, with the Atlanta,
Georgia, the Clarendon County,
South Carolina, and a little later
the Virginia suits. Just béfore
the convention the decision of the
lower federal court in the Claren-
don County case was handed
down,

The court held that the state

constitution, in providing for sep-
arate schools for the races, does
not violate the 14th amendment,
but that the inequality in the dual
school system is a wviolation ‘of
the equal-protection clause of the
14th amendment. The NAACP is
appealing this decision to the Su-
preme Court, and+not withdraw-
ing the Georgia and Virginia
cases.

They are correct not to view
themselves as defeated on this is-
sue. Marshall also stated that the
association is of the opinion that
sufficient precedent has been es-
tablished to warrant the broad-
ened attack outlined above. The
basic line of attack will be that
segregation in any of these forms
prevents Negroes from attaining
equal status in society as guar-
anteed by the 14th amendment.

Hard on the heels of the con-
vention, the first of these cases
reached the courts, in Virginia,
where on July 3 the NAACP
brought action against the state
and the city of Richmond on their
“separate but equal” law for pub-
lic meetings. These actions will
mushroom this year.

The convention, we think, gave
due attention to the fact that a
new South -is emerging. The
NAACP in the South should know
this if anyone does, and they
value it correectly. Particular em-
phasis was given to the evidence
that young white students are
through with segregation in edu-
cation. When sanctions are final-
ly applied in Dixie, a significant
section of the population will not
say them nay. But today in the
South it is the NAACP which
carries the ball.

Frequently we have said that
the weaknesses of the NAACP
through the years have flowed not
from its program, but from its
restricted policy.

Full and complete equality for
the Negro in the U. S.—this is
a right good program. At its
birth, a labor party here could do
worse than to come borrowing, on
this question.

‘Criticism of :policy within the
Sbuth was always less welltoken.
Here the NAACP is closer 4o the
heart, .and closer to the open
sores. The NAACP is mapping a
giant step ahead in the South, and
its goal is that much nearer.

To crib from one of childhood’s
street games, the 42nd annual
;Dnvention didn't first ask, “May

91

There are more wealthy Ne-
groes proportionately in Atlanta
than there are in any Northern
‘city. It is the home of the Atlanta
Life Insurance Company, a large
bank belonging to the Federal Re-
serve System, several country
clubs, and many not-so-small
businesses which are’owned and
operated solely by Negroes. The
wealthier Negroes in Atlanta be-
long to and are very active in
NAACP, and appear to.be much °
concerned with the problems of
the Negro people despite the fact
that they personally have much
to gain by a continuation of the
segregated pattern.

night with entertainment, and a
barbecue (the food was truly
wonderful) —all free to delegates
and friends. Personally I have
never met such large numbers of
friendly, hospitable people whao
went so out of their way to make
you welcome,

It is rumored that no branch
has been able to survive the
strain, both financial and physi-
cal, of entertaining the national
conference. Let us hope that, if
this is true, the Atlanta branch
will not have the same fate,
NAACP work is sorely needed
there.

equality next year, or in the next
generation, we want it now.”

HIT TRUMAN TOO

The NAACP has definitely
emerged from the petition stage
of its development. The conven-
tion did a pretty good job of step-
ping on official bunions, and
proved to be no respector of whose
corns twinged in the process.

The nonpartisan politieal policy
is fastened tight around the or-
ganization for the present and
the immediate future, but within

rides around his building projects
on_horseback directing the work.
He was supervising construc-
tion on a new housing develop-
ment and had hired white and
colored who were getting along
well. An inspector from City Hall
came out to inform him that he
would have to install separate
toilet facilities for the men or
they would take action against
him. He blew his whistle, gather-
ing all the workmen about him,
and informed the white workers
that he had to lay them off since
he would not install separate toi-
let facilities for their use. The
workmen were very angry and i
told the official that they wereknot o s u B s c R I B E
complaining about their working _ i
conditions, and for him to go H AN DY WAY T 4
away and leave them alone. This,
of course, may not be a typical
stand taken by either side in the
segregated pattern, but it is in-
dicative of altering attitudes.
All of the branches were not
represented at the conference.
There are over 937 branches, but
the total number of delegates, al-
ternates-and vistors-was only 727.
The reason-for the lack-of repre-
sentation. from. some- “of  the
branches was not made clear.

‘Since We Are Men,

Our goal is simply stated: we want full and complete equality
with all other American citizens, without any shackling and humiliat-
ing discrimination and segregation based upon race and color. We
don’t want equality next year, or in the next decade, or the next gen-
eration; we want it now. We are perfectly willing to work out our
destiny and accept our status on merit, but we must start as free
this framework it called a spade men, in competition with other free men, and at seratch, not behind
a spade, and not with terrible scratch.
politeness. L]

Examples of this are numerous. We are happy to note in recent years indications here and there
MacArthur was put in his politi- +hat the South has altered its thinking on the problem. Among the young
cal place. The U. S. Senate, de- white people, particularly, is this noticeable. If the admission of Negro
signed to be the last stubbornly students to state universities in the South had been left to the white
held foxhole of Southern reaction, students, the Negroes would have been in several years ago, without
was told that its members “quail the fuss and expense of court actions. The young people of both races
like chipmunks” when confronted would work this thing out speedily if the old folks would turn their
with ecivil-rights measures. The backs, or go fishing.

- Dixiecrats were not left to God. [ ]

Most important, our chief ex-
ecutive was not spared. This is
an advance over 1948 when Ne-
groes were alleged to be grateful

LABOR ACTION

The Independent Socialist Weekly
114 West 14 Street, "- Y. C. While it is no longer accurate to lump all white Southerners to-
4 gether in discussing the race problem, it is still true that as yet the
dominant opinion in the South is Jim Crow. Some.of this is apologetic
and some shameless and arrogant. The apologists say they believe in
gradualism. How can anyone give to a group gradually those rights
which belong to it by the very nature of its being human? These
rights are not for the gradualists, or others, to hold or dispense.
A man stands up before a court and says brazenly that there is a
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collar workers, union’ people; and
some businessmen. There seemed
to: be: too- few white representa-
tives. - Southern branci members' |

&

Democrats to take the ball." "Tru-
man has not really cracked down
on Jim Crow in the Army." The
NAACP does not like the speed the

_ Unquestionably, the segregation system has been at the bottom of
most of the troubles of Negro troops in the army. It is alwhys easy to
mistreat o group when it is separated off somewhere by itself. Don't let
anyone tell you the old fairy tale about segregation being for the pur-
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We Have No Choice’

WILKINS AT THE NAAC'P CONVENTION

pose ‘of making you "happy.” Segregation is stricHly for the purpose of
making the other fellow happy. It is a system for short-changing some~
one you don't like, or wish to exploit. Our boys get the dirty end of
the stick in our Jim Crow army.

T.hurgood Marshall’s trip to Korea last winter exposed the courts-
martial system, and he will tell you more about it this week. But no
matt(_ar how they try to explain it, they cannot get around the faect
that in the mixed air force in Korea there is no such record of Negro
courts-martial cases. :

But the evils within the services are not the only burdens our men
have to bear. With but few exceptions, and those only in degree, the
Southern towns near army camps have given the Negro in uniform
a very raw deal. City and county police, bus drivers, and ordinary
c1v1l_tans have harassed, humiliated, beaten, kicked and shot Negro
soldiers. Yet the South and America expects these men to fight to the
death to defend the “American way of life.” .

_Our children and younyg people have been cheated and robbed of
- their birthright as Americans. Their race has been hobbled and ‘handi-
:up_peld. :Jore 1emcqe. to repeat a favorite phrase, has been done by the
enial -of equal opportunity in educatio ching
i PP ty n than by all the lynching mobs
We ._have-—beeh at the task [the right to education for Negro chil-
dren] since we came together as an Association, and in recent years
notable progress has been recorded. But real gains for our children
eluded us under the concept of “separate but equal.” This is a Jind
Crm_.v doctrine. It is a sloganizing of inequality. It is a myth, a fan~
tastic fabrigation impossible of realization.

As for us and ours we will continue the good fight. Since we are
men, we have no choice. We cannot ask, or be satisfied with less thas
other men. We cannot so debase ourselves. We cannot compromise on
our basic aims. And neither our- friends nor our ememies expect us o
do so. We are on the right side as Americans. We are on the righi"' side
as Christians, and we are on the right side as human beings.

We Want Equality—And We Want It NO w! ‘

(%]
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L tion in which the labor lead-
ers now find themselves. All
past experience indicates
that a letter-writing cam-
paign by itself is very un-
likely to produce results.

The position of the labor
leaders is weakened by two
factors. One is the delayed
effect of the gutting of price
controls. The inflationary
spiral is bound to take a
heavy toll on the standard of
living of the workers, but
the more immediate problem
is likely to be one of layoffs.

“That problem could be allevi-
ated by a program of com-
pensation to workers for un-
employment due to material

2

James Kutcher, the legless vet-
eran whose case has drawn na-
tional attention in the fight
against the government’s sweep-
ing purge system, has lost a
yound in the courts but thereby
moved closer to the decisive
round in the Supreme Court.

On June 26, Judge Curran of
the Federal District Court in Wash-
‘Ington, upheld his dismissai from
a clerk's position by the Newark
Veterans Administration. The at-
-torneys  for the Kutcher Civil
-Rights Commitiee, Joseph L. Rauh
Jr. and M. J. Myer are readying
their appeal to the U. S. Court of
Appeals. This will probably take
place in -the fall. It is expected
that the highest court will get the
case within a ‘year.

The “case of the legless veter-
an” is now the only “loyalty pro-
‘gram” case in the higher courts.
Recent- Supreme Court decisions
in the field have added special
importance to its outcome.

MAY BE DECISIVE S o

In the Joint Anti-Fascist Ref-
ugee Committee case, the Su-
preme Court ruled that the attor-

3 ney general acted unlawfully in
placing organizations on a sub-
versive list without a prior hear-
ing. The firing of Kutcher was
based on his membership in the
Socialist Workers Party, and on

- the fact that the SWP had also
been put on the subversive list,
likewise without a hearing,

But at the same time, by a 4-4
“vote, the Supreme Court refused
.to review the ease of Dorothy
Bailey, another government em-
ployee discharged wunder the
purge. system. In effect, the Su-
preme Court held that it is ille-
gitimate to blacklist an organi-
zation without a hearing, while
refusing to protect individuals
“victimized as a result of the same
unconstitutional procedure. As
Justice Jackson said at the time:
““This is justice turned bottom-
-side up.”

As a result of these two deci-.

sions, the law reguiating condi-
' -tions of public employment under
.. +he purge program hangs in the
"./balance, substantially unclarified,

decisive in testing the situation.
An editorial on the latest court

action on Kutcher appeared in

the Washington Post on June 28
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‘mobilization

and the Kutcher case may prove

shortageés and plant conver-
sion to military purposes,
but is only indirectly con-
nected with the mobilization
act. The pressure of the
ranks on their leaders for ac-
tion on wages and prices will
only build up when prices
start climbing steeply once
more.

The other factor which -

weakens the labor leaders’
position is their failure to in-
volve the ranks in the politi-
cal struggle. Despite their
ringing indictment last
spring of the government'’s
turning over of the whole
program to.
businessmen, their decision

\to re-enter the mobilization

' Kutcher Case Ma
Prime Test for Hi

and amply characterizes the in-
justice of the government'’s posi-
tion. It said:

®

“The government loyalty pro-
gram is made to look rather ab-
surd by District Judge Edward
M. Curran’s ruling on Tuesday
in the Kutcher case.

“James Kutcher, a veteran who
lost beth legs in the battle of San
Pietro in Italy in 1943, was dis-
missed on loyalty charges in 1948

.from his job as a clerk in the

Newark office of the Veteran's
Administration. The charge
against him was that he belonged
to.the Socialist Workers Party, a
bitterly anti-Stalin, Trotskyite
group ‘which the attorney general
included in his list of subversive
organizations.

“Judge Curran held that Kut-
cher had been given full hearings
by federal loyalty boards and
that his constitutional rights had

_not been violated. In view of the

Supreme Court’s four-to-four di-
vision in the Dorothy Bailey case,
the constitutional issues are by
no means clear, But the common
sense of men must surely be af-
fronted by a procedure which re-
sults in the dismissal of an indi-
vidual who can scarcely be con-
sidered a danger to the United
States and who has given such
costly proof of his patriotism.

“No one from the attorney gen-
eral down appears to entertain
any doubt as to Kutcher’'s per-
sonal loyalty or any fear that
he would use his Veterans’ Ad-
ministration job to injure the
United States. As a Socialist
Worker, he favors production for
use, socialization of all industry
and creation of a workers’ and
farmers’ government. He insists
that he and his party aim at
bringing about these changes by
orderly, constitutional means.

“But the government says he
admitted that ‘force and violence’
might have to be used to over-
come the resistance of a ‘minority
of capitalists.”- In either case the
danger seems pretty theoretical.
Capitalists are not in any immi-
nent danger of becoming a minor-
ity, and Mr. Kutcher’s political
philosophy is unlikely to be put
to any practical test.

“To save the country from Mr.
Kutcher’s daydreams, however,
the government has thought it
necessary to proscribe the politi-
cal party to which he belongs—
something which the Supreme
Court has said it may not do
awithout at least granting it a
hearing—haul him personally be-
fore a star-chamber tribunal, and
brand him as disloyal. The proe-
ess seems to have about as much
relation to reality as the voodoo
tites which" primitive - tribes de-

agencies had the inevitable
effect of lulling the workers
into a false sense of security.

NO BUILD-UP

The ranks are now asked
to write letters to their sen-
ators and congressmen urg-
ing a strengthened mobiliza-
zotion act . . . and nothing more.
The responsibility of the Truman
wing of the Democratic Party for
the direct power of big business

at all levels ofs the mobilization.

program is glossed over.

No attempt is made to organ-
ize the workers for a general po-
litical struggle -against both ma-

jor parties which share this re-

sponsibility. And the present
blast against the Dixiecrat-Re-
publican coalition continues to
conceal the role of the Democratic

Become
h Court

vised to ward off evil spirits. And
it entails, besides, an immeasur-

able corruption of cherished
American institutions.”
®

The Kutcher Civil Rights Com-
mittee has launched a new drive
for funds to defray the costs in-
volved in the next stage of its
important work.

-

Lineup in Congress — —

(Continued from page 2)

inflation must involve a combina-
tion of these four methods.”

The big dispute is over the
fourth point, with a large section
of the Democratic Party, includ-
ing most of its congressional
leaders, lining up with the Re-
publicans. But concerning all the
four points, there is the question
of emphasis in controlling infla-
tion.

QUESTION OF EMPHASIS

On this there appears to be gen-
eral agreement between the Tru-
man administration and the Re-
publicans. The emphasis is dis-
tinetly on the first three points,
for they are determined by the
needs of the war economy. And
as it was pointed out last week
in LABOR ACTION, Wilson and
others influential in administra-
tion policy place the greatest em-
phasis on increasing production,

“and here there is concurrence by

most Republicans.

The effect of this emphasis is
seen in the special privileges
granted to big business by tax
write-off schemes and priority al-
location of production materials.
I+ means the strengthening of the
conservative and reactionary in-
fluence of big business through its
influence in the government and
the fabulous profits it rakes in.
And above all it is in conflict with
the last three points, or at best it
weakens them.

It has been the argument of the
NAM and similar groups that
production depends on the profit
incentive, and therefore they op-
pose too many controls. However,
the government needs the produe-
tion and price controls to stabilize
the functioning of the war econ-
omy.and to direct war production.
Therefore it pushes for these con-
trols in Congress while it is the
internal operation of the govern-
ment that will grant the incen-
tives to business.

During the tortuous passage of
the Defense - Production Act
through the House of Represen-
tatives, the House voted to out-
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leadership in both houses in gut-
ting the price-control program.

One likely reason for the hesi-
tancy of the ULPC leaders in
walking out of the boards once
again is precisely the fact that it
is a repetition of the act and
thereby less dramatic and explo-
sive. They walked out once be-
fore—and walked back. This con-
sideration, strong in itself, indi-
cates just what was and is wrong
with their strategy.

THERE'S A WEAPON

For if a second walkout would
be less effective now, it is for no
other reason than that they went
back the first time. And they went
back with what? Whatever their
claims at that time:about the illu-
sory compromise which they ac-
cepted, it is clear now that noth-
ing’ fundamental was changed.
Mobilizer C. E. Wilson may be
sweeter and more polite in his
dealings with them, but laber is -
still getting a rooking in Wash-
ington—and with the full cooper-
ation of the Democratic Party
leadership in ‘Congress.

A boycott of the war agencies is
no panacea in itself. It had an
electrifying effect the first time for
one reason .mainly: it bore within
itseif the greater threat of a dec-
laration of INDEPENDENCE BY
LABOR FROM THE ADMINISTRA-
TION AND THE. FAIR DEAL RUN-
AROUND.,

This is the weapon which is at
labor’s hand and which the ULPC
leaders are afraid to touch. But it
is also the only weapon which
will beat back the assault on price
controls and on labor’s standard
of living.

This could be a time for educa-
tion and preparation for the in-
evitable crisis ahead. Concentrat-

law the use of livestock-slaughter-
ing quotas. It has been-the posi-
tion of Michael DiSalle, director
of Priee Stabilization, that if,
quotas were not permitted, then
the OPS might have to consider
dropping meat from price regula-
tion.

After the passage of this
amendment, Rep. Cooley of North
Carolina, Chairman of the Agri-
culture Committee, who has an .
amendment erasing the existing
10 per cent rollback in beef prices,
said that “this ought to make
mine easy."” .

However, this is only the be-
ginning of crippling-amendments,

_ing “friends of labor” who vote

ing on a letter-writing campaign i
as the primary task now simply
wastes time and effort, and points i
labor’s attention in the wrong di- =~
rection. Philip Murray told the :
press that his Steel Workers Un- -
ion had already sent 75,000 mes-
sages to Congress on its Defense
Production Act machinations. It |
could not have been the rousing /s |
success of this literary campaign l
|
1

that encouraged the ULPC to ask
for more letters. They are simply
marking time, not knowing what
to do.

WOULD IT BE WORSE? |

Their fear of really independent
political action is what also ac- i
counts for their grossly hypocriti- !
cal line in referring only fo '"a }
combination of Dixiecrats and re- i
actionary Republicans."” Such a
formula has become prefty much
a reflex action for them, no matter
what happens in Congress. Every-
one who reads an inch below a
headline knows that the wifole I
leadership of the Fair Deal party
and pretty near all its membership
in Congress voted the Dixiecrat-
reactionary Republican way.

But even to mention this fact
would raise the question for the
ULPC leaders: What have we
Leen doing, supporting this party
and these men? Where has our
“political action gottem wus, after
all these years, when this can hap-
pen after decades of New Deal-
Fair Deal “victory”? Where have
we piddled awey our strength? |
Would we have less support in. !
Congress now, if we had started
building our own labor party
years ago, instead of tagging af- |
ter the coattails of shilly-shally-

i g

the bosses’ way when the chips
are down? '

the “public” members of the
Wage Stabilization Board an ab-
solute ‘majority, thus removing
the tripartite fiction of labor
equality on the board. 3, f

Dr. George Taylor, chairman of i
the board, in criticism of this !
amendment pointed out, "Equal tri-
partite = representation on ifhe -
wage board is needed to maintain
cooperatfion in the stabilization
program. What is not generally .
realized is that labor's participa-
tion on the WSB is in a sense a
limited no-strike pledge -on -the
wage issue.” )

There could be no better way of
explaining why labor ought to get

such as the ban on all rollbacks. #70ff the boards, and free its own
Another amendment™ would give Sdi&nds. :

-
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July 17—The New Deal......

Modern War ......

TWO NEW YORK CLASSES
Sponsored by the Socialist Youth Lea{;ue

WORLD POLITICS: 1930-1950
(Tuesdays, 7:30-9 p.m.)

veareerenenenennnnGOTdon Haskell
July 24—The Rise of Fascism.............
July 31—The Popular Front............(To be announced)
Aug. 4—The Spanish Civil War......(To be announced)
Aug. 14—The National Question and

Aug. 21—The Role of Stalinism in the I
Chinese Revolution .........ccevvenne-ndack Bradeg ] :i

THE EVOLUTION OF STALINISM
(Tuesdays, 9-10:30 p.m.)

INSTRUCTOR: MAX SHACHTMAN ' ;

July 17—The Russian Revolution. (Titles of two fol- :
lowing sessions to be announced next week.) : |-

o
.

West 14 Street, N. Y. C.

o Albert Gates

veessreerenennen. Hal Draper 3




	v15n29-p10-jul-16-1951-LA
	v15n29-p23-jul-16-1951-LA
	v15n29-p45-jul-16-1951-LA
	v15n29-p67-jul-16-1951-LA
	v15n29-p80-jul-16-1951-LA

