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Greetings to All Fighters for Freedom!

Can He Swing
The Labor Party?
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will be a specially planned May
Day number devoted entirely to
a presentation of the Independent
Socialist view on SOCIALISM
AND THE WAR.

Our regular news articles and
‘features wil be back as usual the
‘following week.

You'll -want to order extra
copies of the War number. It will

amount to a pamphlet on the
question. -
~ —

British Labor Left Wing Breaks

- With Attlee on Arms, I-'orelyn Policy y

By GORDON HASKELL

The resignation of Aneurin Bevan from the cabinet of
the British Labor government has precipitated a political
crisis both for the government and for the Labor Party

which heads it.

Bevan was minister of labor in the cabinet and has long
been regarded as'leader of the general left group in the
Labor Party leadership critical of the Attlee-Morrison ma-
jority. His resignation was followed the next day by that
of Harold Wilson, president of the Board of Trade, (also

a senior cabinet post).

No matter what the immediate consequences may be
for the Labor government, this action will tend to force the

British labor movement to
face a contradlctmn in their

“‘politics - which “they have

more or less evaded during
the past few years.

Bevan’s letter of resigna-
tion as well as his speech in
the House of Commons madkes it
clear that he, and the people in
the Labor Party whose views he
represents, feel that the govern-
ment has tied itself far too closely
to the foreign policy of the
United States. This has led to an
armament program which threat-
ens to wreck the British economy,
and particularly to lower the al-

ready meager standard of living -

of thesworking-class-there. .
Although Bevan (and the Lon-
don Tribune which generally ex-
presses his views and those of a
broad left group in the party)
have been criticizing the tendency
of the party leadership to tone
down and even sacrifice some of
the social gains of the workers in
the interest of the armament pro-
gram, they have until now sub-
ordinated their criticisms to the
desire to maintain party unity.
But the budget proposals pre-
sented ta the Commons are so
drastic in their implications for

MAY DAY 1951
'‘Capitalism Is Doomed' But...

the standard of living of the Brit-
ish workers, and go so far toward
wrecking the program of "fair
shares”™ which has been one of the
chief slogans of the Labor Party,
that Bevan and his friends have
decided to take the serious step of
starting o wide-open fight for
leadership of the party even at
the risk of bringing down the gov-
ernment.
HITS TIE WITH U. S.

“The budget was hailed,” Be-
van told the silent and mainly

hostile house, “in the City {the

London banking distriet], satis-
fied the Opposition [Tories], and
disunited the Labor Party. I say
this because we have-allowed our-
selves to be dragged too far be-
hind the wheels of American dip-
lomacy. This great nation has a
message for the world which is
distinet from that of America or
the Soviet Union.

“Ever since 1945 we have been
engaged in this country in the
most remarkable piece of social
reconstruction the world has ever
seen in the circumstances. By the

end of 1950 . .. we had assumed
the moral leadership of the
world. . . .

“There is only one hope for
mankind, and that remains still

in this little island. It is from
here that we can tell the world "

where to go, but not to follow be- ~

hind American capitalism, unable
to restrain itself at all, as is seen
if the stockpiling now going on
which denies to Great Britain
even the means to carry on c:v1l
produection.”

And at a different point in his
speech he came to the heart of
the practical problem which has
forced at least a section of the
Labor Party to face a contradic-
tion in their program which has
dogged them since 1945:

"The fact is that the Western
world has embarked upeon a com-

paign of arms production and wp-

on-a scale-of wrms: pi’cﬂnﬂon 50
quickly and of such an extent thaf
the foundations of political liberty
and pariiamentary democracy will
not be able #o sustain the shock.
Now, this is @ very grave matter.”
Here lies the contradiction: On
the one hand, there is the domes-
tic policy which, with whatever
reservations one may have, was
directed toward undermining
capitalism and the creation of a
soeial structure with less inequal-
ity and injustice than had existed
before. On the other hand is a
(Turm %o last page)
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We are living in that age to which generations of
fighters for labor and socialism have looked forward
—and it is different from what so many of them ex-
pected.

On this May Day, in the middle of this age and of
this century, we want to put a sharp, short spotlight
on one vastly important way of seeing the difference
—and its lesson.

We think it is at the bottom of the sorry spectacle
which labor and liberal politics still present in this
country today—and that it is also the wellspring of
hope.

®

. Those generations of fighters for a better world
looked forward to the day when the system of human
" exploitation based on private profit, capitalism, would
‘be disappearing from the earth—disintegrating under
_the weight of its insoluble contradictions—thrust aside
by the mass will of the millions who could no longer
bear the intolerable life to which it condemned them.
That day is here—in our time—on a world scale.
Yes, we know: that day is not here in one country
. —this country—the one country in the world in which
- the old ragged system of capitalism still presents a
. rosy visage and a bloom of health, illusory prospects
. of an indefinite future of television sets, high (war)
- .wages; - prosperity (cold-war type), and normaley
{atomic-era variety).
"Yes, we know: the people of the United States
still: think of the world in terms of the social picture
they sée immediately about them, even when they know

Better—as the dancers in The Masque of the Red
Death tried to do so desperately.

But it is no longer a future to be demonstrated out
of Marx's Capital; it is the present, our own present, to

be seen with the noked eye as soon as one looks at any

part of the world—above all, those countries which
were the birthplace of capitalism, in Western Europe.

World capitalism lies in shambles.

In Britain it has suffered deep-going blows from
a Labor government led by men not known for revolu-
tionary fervor but for mild reformism, while the Tory
paladins of capitalism barely even pretend to be able
to turn the clock back to the “American type” of
capitalism—that ‘is, to one immediately recognizable
as such by either a Taft or a Truman.

In France and Italy the masses (as never before
in history) consider capitalism a “dirty word,” while
even the capitalist classes of these countries have lost
any real confidence in their ability to survive between
the triple threats of Stalinism on the east, the grasp
of U. 8. domination on the west, and the menace of
working-class revolutionary stirrings from within,
aroused by the horror of two world wars and ever
lower living standards.

In Germany, a mass socialist movement, with all
its political inadequacies, is still the people’s only
alternative to a government which came to power
with the cheers of Washington and Churchill and re-
mained to bring back all the remnants of Nazism plus
neo-Nazi reaction—with the blessings of the Western
capitalist occupiers, -

5]

In Asia, anti-imperialist revolution has swept one
capitalist imperialism out of the continent after an-
other, and the “Asian revolution” in social conditions
is a commonplace even on the lips of American ob-
Servers, ’

And in cne third of the globe, capitalism has been
destroyed completely—to be replaced, however, with a
new system of totalitarian exploitation, Stalinism.

®
Yes, those older generations of fighters for a better

world said that "capitalism is doomed.” They had to

leern why that was true. Our generction has only te
cpen its eyes and see. They—so many of them—thought
the doom of capitalism automatically meant socialism.

But a better world will not merely fall into our
laps like ripe fruit. It has to be won.

Capitalism has made out no will and testament in
favor of a socialist world, nor in favor of a new world
of progress, peace and plenty such as the great lib-
erals of the past aspired to.

It is not true that (with a little judicious pressure
to be organized) this rotting system is moving to
evolve, of itself, into a world fit for human beings to

. live in. It is not a question of “faith in progress” but

of faith in capitalism—and in the fetid products of
its degeneration.

We are not now thinking of the old-style reformist
socialist’s belief in the inevitability of the gradual
and organic transformation of capitalism into a so-

{Turn to last pagel




LABOR ACTION

By BEN HALL

*( Lcontracts.”
By unanimous vote, the
E TUAW convention on April 5
adopted a resolution demand-
.ing his reinstatement and
_ endorsed Walter Reuther’s
declaration that “we are de-
termined . to fight to protect
our membership against govern-
ment -agencies as well as against
_ actlons of anti-union corpora-
“ . tions.”
~ case: for the UAW seems some-
> what embarrassed by it. »
o What gives this case a pecuhar
twist is the fact that Schuetz is
known to be the chairman of the
. Socialist Party of Erie County;
, New York. The Loyalty Board,
'." - however, denied that this played
any part in his discharge.
: ~ “No, he was not "accused” «of
- membership in the Socialist Party.
~ {The  SP, of course, is not in-
-cluded on the "subversive list.")
‘He ‘was accused "merely” of . . .
. consistently carrying out the de-
cisions' of the UAW and of par-
ficipating in union struggles' of-
ficially endorsed by the local and
+the infernational. X
Formally, legally and tech-
‘mically, therefore, his Socialist
connections have no bearing on
g: case. Actually; it ‘would seem
" he -was victimized " precisely
e ior this reason.

e O'I'HER VICTIMS AT BELL

£ * This’is not the first case of its
s ‘kmd at Bell Aireraft. About a

_s}_nd bitter striké, a group of lo-
cal leaders were fired on the
ground that they were affiliated
with the Socialist Workers Party,
‘an organization which is listed
by the attorney general as “sub-
|2 versive.” The charge was false,
but it remained the basis for
“their exclusion from the plant.
; The union appealed to an arbitra-
i tion board, lost, and that case was
forgotten.

Now Schuetz is a new victim.
He - is an honorably discharged
navy veteran with ten years’
‘seniority at Bell. He was an ac-
tive local leader; steward in the
toolroom; chairman of the lo-
= _eal’s Education Committee; and
" chairman of the steward’s body,
|'f' ‘one of the highest ranking offi-

cers in a local union. On four dif-
' ferent occasions since 1943, the

plant management tried to im-

pose disciplinary penalties against

him for legitimate union activi-
ties, but failed. This time, with-
the aid of the star-chamber

“loyalty” processes, it succeeded.

. Schuetz went to Washington to

appeal to the Industrial Employ-

TR

Yet this remains a strange.

_:" “year and a half ago, after a long

‘answer that question?. ..

" The United Auto Workers (CIO) is confronted once
. again with the victimization of one of its militants under
the government’s “loyalty” program. James Schuetz, mem-
ber of UAW Local 501, was fired from his job at ‘the Buffalo :
Bell Aircraft plant on December 26, 1950 at the direction
of the Air Materiel Command.

The case is the most flagrant example so far of govern-
-ment meddling in union affairs. He was not accused of being
“disloyal” ; he was not denounced as “subversive.” The only
. charge against him was the vague accusat;lon that he “lacks

integrity necessary to work on or have.access to classified

ment Review Board dnd was caught
up immediately in: that weird
whirligig that passes for appeals
procedure. He discovered af once
that it was virtually impossible to
get a definite list of charges
against him, a list that he might
attempt to refute in preparing his
case. The charges were uncovered
only gradually- in the course of
his hearihg ahd in every instance
referred only to ordinary union
activities. In summary, it was
“charged” that: ;

(1) He -picketed during the
Bell strike in violation of an in-
junction, and was convicted on
contempt of court. This was-a
regular UAW mass picket line
and 28 other strikers were con-
vieted with him.

(2) He and 36 other UAW
members from Buffalo rallied to
a union picket line at a small
UAW plant in Arcade, New York.
Violence occurred but he was not
implicated.

(3) He wore parts of his navy
uniform during the Bell strike.
But so did other veterans.

(4) A walkout occurred in: the
toolroom where he was steward.

(6) A two-hour me'eti_ng of
toolroom workers was called dur-
ing-working hours to discuss con-
tract negof:atlons

CHARGE IS.. . . UNIONISM

“Why did you participate in
all these activities?” he was
asked. “Because I am a good
union man and every action was
authorized and led by the UAW,”
he replied. The hoard made clear
that it considered such actions
“sabotage” of war production;
Schuetz was clearly a man who
lacked the “integrity necessary”
to work on war contracts because
he would carry out the decisions
of his union.

No one contested his “loyalty
no one denied that he had a con-
sistent record of fighting Stalin-
ism.

Martin Gerber, regional direc-
tor of the Buffalo area UAW who
attended thé Washington hear-
ings, told the UAW convention:
“It wasn't a trial; it was a star-
chamber proceeding. . .. The In-
dustrial Review Board . . . are
acting as tools of the Bell Air-
craft Corporation.” And he con-
tinued: “They asked Jimmie
Schuetz if he thought ‘that work-
ers who engage in defense work
were guilty of sabotage if they
went on strike. How would you
Would
you say, no . . . and lose your
chance at your job or would you
say, yes, they were guilty of sabo-
tage and know in your own heart

Order from:
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that was not the answer you
wanted to give?”

'IF THAT'S A CRIME . . '

And he concluded: "If the In-
dustriai Review Board procedures
aré¢ not instantly challenged this

can happen fe every guy in- our:

union. This will make our pesition

against the no-strike pledge ab-

solutely ‘meaningless . . . If we
know that anyone who s#rikes in
o defense plant will not only lose
his job but be charged with be-
ing a subversive,"

“If that be a erime,” said dele-
gate Gibson of UAW Local 424
about the charges against Schuetz,
“then I plead guilty, because I
was on the same picket line with
Brother Schuetz . .. the majority
of the delegates here from Buff-
alo are guilty because they were
on the picket line.”

And said Reuther to the con-
vention: “We have been fighting
this for a number of years. We

fought it during'the last war and -

we are fighting it now, and armed
with a mandate of this conven-
tion we will pick up -this fight
within the next week or ten days
and go to work on it again in
Washington.”

it would be pleasanf and con-
soling fo conclude from this re-
port thgt the UAW in this case
had taken a firm and unambiguous
stand for the defense of demo-
cratic rights in the factories.
against government "loyalty" snip-
ing. But it is hard to aveid the
conclusion that the leaders of the
international feel somewhat un-
comfortable and handle the case
with gingerly diffidence.

SP COMPLAINS

The convention resolution on
“Loyalty Measutes” simply men-
tioned the Schuetz case in a pass-
ing refereneie, it. required the in-
tervention of ~Buffalo “delegate

* UAW. international office.

chuetz and the UA
It's a Key Test of (ml Liberty in the Plants—Is It a Hot Potato for Reuther?*

Gibson to add a rsso!w “That we
stand firm on our demand for the
reinstatement of Brother Schuetz
‘and all other memhers discharged
for union aectivity.”

In the three months before the
convention, little was heard about:
the case. “Labor’s Town Hall,” a
forum sponsored by Briggs Local
212 and Chrysler Loeal 7, had
schéduled a meeting for Schuetz
some weeks before the conven-
tion where the facts could be pub-
licized ‘to Detroit>-UAW members..
For reasons that still remain un-

“explained, the international of-
fice intervened and the meetmg
was canceéled.

On March 20, only eleven days
before the opening of the con-
vention, the Socialist Party of
Michigan, under the signature of
its regional organizer William
Oshorne Hart, sent, a letter to all
UAW 1locals laying the facts be-
fore them. This was the first time
a full report reached UAW local
leaders.

Hart was disturbed eao-gh to

write: “"Upon mqaﬁ‘y I was amazed
to learn that the Schuetz case,
with which this letter is concerned,
has been given no publicity by the
1 was
much alarmed to learn that very
few UAW people are -aware of
this case . . . Anything less than
immediate and very earnest ac-
tion by the UAW officialdom is, to
say the least, a gross betrayal of
the frust which is theirs to main-
tain and .defend at all times and
at all costs, the rights and free-
doms of even the leusi member
of the union.”

EMBARRASSED

There seems to be an obvious
discrepancy between the careless
manner in which the UAW lead-
ers brushed aside this case before
the convention and the vigor with
which they ‘spoke at the conven-:

tion itself. In speculatlng on thé
reasons for this strange staté-of
affairs, we can reach only one
conclusion: the union officers
were embarrassed by the fact that
Schuetz_is publicly known as a
leading member of the Soma‘llst
Party and they have not comintit-
ted themselves to.a firm defense
of the rights of socialists against
Truman’s “loyalty program.”

“Schuetz ‘was fired in Decentber, -

over three months ago. But only

on February 28, at the Washing=

ton hearing, was it announced

that the formal reason for his

discharge was not his SP mem-

bership but his union activities.
The UAW now handles this case

exclusively as a pure-and-simplé

union issue but it is clear that the

real cause of his discharge is his -
political affiliation. Schuetz was

no different from dozens of other

UAW members in his devotion to

the union program. He could be,

singled out only for his public so~

cialist connections.

But the convention remained in
ignorance of this simple fact. No
one mentioned that Schuetz was
a socialist. Although this is the
second case of its type at Bell
Aircraft, no one explained that a
year and a half ago, a whole
group of Local 501 members had
been similarly discharged. Their
case remains forgotten.

The UAW has the duty of de-
fending democracy in the factor-
ies. If it does not, no one will
And the defense of democracy re-
quires more than standing up for
the right to be an“active cnion
member. It means the protection
of the right of every member to
maintain his political views cven
when these views are unorthodox,
even when they differ from the
political .views of the UAW offi-
cials. The UAWstill has the respon-~
sibility to speak - ouf clearly. So
far, this' duty remains “unfulfilled,

Red Tape Snarls ‘Anti-Red’ Snoops:
Ask for Permanent-Guilt Rule

By L. G. SMITH

The whole “loyalty” setup ha§
got itself balled up in a tangle
of red tape and Washington po-
litical jealousies. Some aspects of
‘the situation are not without hu-
mor, but others are hardly a
laughing matter when it is borne
in mind that the rights of thou-
sands of people are involved.

“The President's Commission on
Internal Security and Individual
Rights, headed by Admiral Chester
Nimitz, has voted unanimously to
stop functioning until Congress
passes a law to protect them from
a federal criminal statute which
prohibits a federal officer or em-
ployee from engaging in business
with the government.

As most of the men on this com-
utives who are doing large-scale
business with the government,
they naturally feel uncomfortable
to have this law hanging over
their heads. Congress has ex-
empted all the business executives
in the mobilization program from
the law, for obvious reasons. But
the Senate Judiciary Committee,
headed by Pat McCarran, is hold-
ing up a bill to exempt the com-
mission. It seems that McCarran
resents the commission, and
wants to keep control over the
“loyalty” program for himself.

PULLING AND HAULING

The Subversive Activities Con-
trol Board, before which proceed-
ings against the Communist Par-
ty have been started by the De-
partment of Justice, is also un-
easy. The Senate has refused to
date to confirm the appointment
of its members. If it adjourns
without doing so, any work they
may undertake will undoubtedly
be thrown out by the courts. Here

" .again political “rivalries seem to
‘be- at work, with- d!ﬂ’erent factions”

privilege of picking the board’s
members.

More serious is the demand of
the Loyalty Review Board (the
agency which administers the pres-
ident's "loyalty™ program in all
government depariments) that it
be granted authority to fire fed-
eral workers about whose loyalty
a reasonable doubt exists. This de-
mand had been referred to the:
president’'s commission which has
now ceased to function, and thus
about 160 local and agency "loy-
alty” boards are uncertain as to
how they should proceed.

Under the presidential order
creating. the Loyalty Review
Board, a person may be rejected
for federal employment if reason-
able grounds exist for the belief
that he is disloyal.

The board wants this changed
so that it could return to a war-
time provision permitting the re-
jection or dismissal of any person =
about whose loyalty background
there is reasonable doubt.

FROM BAD TO WORSE

It might seem that this is quib-
bling over words. But a closer
study of 'the two phrases shows
that, bad .as the first criterion is
from the peint- of view of assur-
ing a ~person .some- protection
against arbitrary persecution, the
seeond one is much worse.

The whole "loyalty" procedure
is so arbifrary, and the rights of
an "accused” person under it are
so few that it might seem relative-
ly unimportant which of the two
rules is ‘permitted to apply. Yet
every ounce of democracy has to
be defended these days, and every
ounce which is threatened should
be brought to the attention of the

‘Under' the first phrase, a hosr;!
cannot -order dismissal or ‘refuse -

employment unless the “evidence”
presented to
are reasonable grounds to believe
that the employee is “disloyal.”
This would seem to mean that the

. government must show that the

person is at the present time con-
nected with or active in an or-
ganization on the “subversive”
list. He cannot be discriminated
against for some association
formed and later broken in the
past. People who have broken
with Stalinism, for instance, and
who have opposed it for years
could not be barred, as they often
have been.

PERMANENT "GUILT"

Under the second phrase, it is
not necessary. for the governnient
to demonstrate “reasonable
grounds” that a person is “dis-
loyal.” All it has to do is te
arouse a ‘“reasonable doubt”
about his “loyalty,” present or-in
the far distant past. No one
would be permitted to eclaim that
he has purged himself of “guilt,”
It would follow him as long as he
lives, regardless of a complete
change of convictions and associe
ations.

Of course, none of this touches
the basically anti-democratic pro-
cedure whereby organizations are

. listedas “subversive” by the at-

torney general without benefit of

“hearings, without opportunity te

examine and contest the “evi-
dence” brought against them, or
the subsequent diserimination
against such organizations and
their members. Yet everyone who
wants to fight against the ero-
sion of civil liberties in the /
United States should protest
against. the attempt to extend
back without limit the stigma ‘of
“guilt- by association”. ‘represent~
ed by this demand of- the Imyalty
Review Board. -

it indicates there ix
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Reactlon Proflts from Dtsqmet over Truman Poltcy

"By MARY BELL

The “fading away” of General MacArthur promises to be like an

actor’s “final appearance.”

Therefore, since it looks as though the

general will long be with us, the emotional binge he brought in tow
and the controversies he aroused on the domestlc scene bear ecareful

examination.

How did the MacArthur phenomenon happen? The hysterical wel-
come, unparalleled in American history, the sudden popularity of an

erstwhile not-too-popular military
leader, the telling off of the pres-
ident in a unique and ‘unpreece-
deni>d address before Congress,
the rallying around the personal-
ity by millions who are not neces-
sariiy at all in agreement with
him . . .?

Of the unique qualities sur-
rour ling the MacArthur inci-
dent, an important one is that in
this traditional country of anti-
militarism, a general becomes a
hero in a way that more popular,
democratic and personable. mili-
tary figures never have. And this
toccurs on the occasion of his re-
moval from office on grounds of
insubordination before the civil
authority.

The . accord given MacArthur,
aside from other important fac-
fors, is unmistakable evidence of
the increasing weight and influence
of the military in American life.
which has been manifesf since
Wor!d War Il. That we have en-
#ere: into a war economy in per-

New Name for
Caitalism?

By L. G. SMITH

Soi..e of the leading capitalists
are looking for a new word with
which to. describe the system
which, has. made them rich, as., the
“old one- h§as t?;?gl.m. ‘to_stink. a little,
too richly in the nostrils of the
people of the world.

In it issue of March 17, Business
Weei: carried an editorial suggest-
ing t:at a new word be found to
describe the old system. The issue
of Avril 7 contains a number of
lette:: from readers commenting
on th-> editorial and making sug-
gesticns.

4 Albzrt Pfalz of Flushing, N. Y.,
suggcsis that as capitalism “has
giver us more of everything,” it
shou’1 be called “MOREism.”
Among other things, MORE wars,
MORE prisons and MORE insane-
asylums, we suppose.

Kins Collins points out that the
old gal has already assumed a
pseudonym which, he thinks, is
good enough: Free Enterprise.
And we tend to agree. Try as they
may, they’ll never hit on a more
misleading name than that one.

R. J. Raddy from Los Angeles
allows that “The wanted word
shoul ] indicate that the American
way of productive life is a partner-
ship affair. Singe the partners
(Capital. Labor,.and Management)
constitute a trio, why couldn't the
economic system represented by
this tric be termed TRIOism?” The
way he has put it is net bad. We
can only add: Lucky Labor, always
in thz middle!

And  finally, William C. Spiker
from Mountain View, Georgia,
gives some really  fine adwice,
which comes at a most fitling time.
“Let us not abandan ‘capitalism,’”
he writes, “because our enemy has
given the ‘word a bad name. It
seems to me.that is a good reason
for keeping it and explaining it.
Let us spend a few billion dollars

in telling the truth about capital-

The sentiment is good, and the

"> proposal is excellent. If it’s the

~truth about the system they want,
LABOR ACTION will be first in
line. ‘And it is fitting, we repeat,
that this proposal comes just as our
fund drive is going into its final
weeks.. Any contribution from. Mr.
prkex or from anyone else, for
that matter, will be graciously ae-
oepted -while we- are. waiting. for

: . that first- billion.

manence not only gives™ greater
weight to war materials in the
sphere of production but also
gives greater weight to the mili-
tary leaders in political life. It
was against this backdrop that
MacArthur took the stage. H

One editorialist delved into the
vellowed newspaper archives on
Germany to find an analogy for
the political influence of a gener-
al upon the political life of the
country and came up with the
Von Ludendorf story and all that
it implies. Other sober conserva-
tive writers have surprised them-
selves by writing about the “man
on horseback” aspects of the
drama and cautmned about the
“Fuehrer ccmp}ex
the MacArthur situation, It is
necessary to record the- shift in
respect given -the military in this
country and trend to militarism
without underestimating the en-
during traditions that oppose
them. .

FED UP WITH TRUMAN

- But other things account for
the MacArthur reception too.
President Truman and the ad-
ministration must share the re-
sponsibility for the role of Mac-
Arthur and the fact that he con-
tinued so long in a post where he
frequently flouted civilian policy
—any soldier under him would
have ‘been shot for far less. The
habitual Truman- ineptit\:de was

at work here, too, in the timing-

and handling Ef‘MaeArthur s dis-
missal.

In many ways the MacArthur
reception was not so much an ac-
colade for the general as a dem-
onstration against the administra-
tion. This was doubly true of the
Republicans, who were perfect op-
portunists in attaching themselves
to the general's kite. It was un-

ISL FUND DRIVE

inherent in~

doubtedly true of many of the
masses. of people who turned out.

The Truman administration
had just emerged from a siege of
McCarthyism; “mink coat” scan-
dals; graff investigations; the
Kefauver hearings which linked
every important city Democratic
administration with the under-
world, as well as the administra-
tion’s M n. arhbassador; and
the rude, crude public utterances
of Truman - hinfself. The people
had been afflicted with weariness
of the haif-war half-peace, high
taxes, the failure of price con-
trols and no end in sight to the
whole mess of domestic and in-
ternational trises.

Into this picture stepped Sir
Galahad, the “martyr to patriot-
ism.” In an atmosphere of frus-
tration, tension, lack of faith in

the present leadership, fear of

war and economic insecurity,
MacArthur proposed a program
which had the virtue of sounding
positive, definite and vigorous.

WHIPPED UP BY PRESS

To this must be added—and’ it
was utterly indispensable to the
whole—the role played by the
niewspapers, radio and television.
All these media, the newspapers
in particular, are in the major-

ity hostile to the administration. -

The streamer four-inch-letter
headlines, the coverage of every
minuscular happening on the gen-
eral’s way here, the radio com-
mentating, the TV floodlamps, the
dismissal of schooichﬂdrgn, the
holiday helped by business—all
contributed to the hysteria and
the spectacle.

The welcome of MacArthur then,
was not, we suspect, in any way
or on a large scale evidence of a
mdss agreement with the general’s

. aggressive war policies, 'but the

outcome of a dispirited mood
which was whipped te a frenzy by
the opinion-making agencies,

On the big military-political
jssue between the administration
and MacArthur, the question of
the -enlargement of the sphere of
military operations, even the Re-
publicans are cautious. While

they support the general on the
bombing of ‘Manchurian bases,
the reinforcing of Formosa and
the launching of a Chinese force
led by Chiang Kai-shek against
the mainland of China, they shy
at calling for all-out war, as
proved by the happy fate of Sen-
ator Cain’s short-lived resolution,
Since the general’s comgressional
address, a military mission to
strengthen Chiang’s Formosan
forces has been sent—in accord
with = previous: administration
plans to build up the attack
strength. of the Chiang army.

As illustrated by the attitude
toward Chiang, the area of dif-
ferences between the MacArthur-
Republican ecamp and the admin-
istration is not so wide that it
cannot be compromised. Undoubt-
edly MacArthur tened down his
real feelings in his speech ‘before
Congress in deference to public
opinion. He did not, calt"for the
use of American troops to fight
China. Yet- his former strategy
was based on his oWn assumption
that when- the Chinese entered

the Korean war, it became an en- |

tirely different war; really, World
War III. The Republicans, - too,
are reluctant to be known as the
“war party.” They offer the ag-
gressive program of MacArthur,
which is actually an extension of
the war, as a recipe for ending
the war, for peace.

MacARTHUR IGNORES UN

From the standpoint of United
States capitalism, the administra-
‘tion strategy for limiting the war
and ending it quickly, is superior.
The United States is not pre-
pared for World War III. The
only guarantee that MacArthur
gave in his speech, for instance,
that his line would not produce
Russian’ mvolvemenb ‘was that
“the Soviet will not necessarily
[our emphasis] mesh its actions
with our moves.” This—after the
same “‘authority’ believed that
the crossing of the 38th parallel
would not provoke Chinese inter-
vention,

While the general gave up serv-
ice to the global nature of the war,

Hit That 100 Per Cent Bracket!

By ALBERT GATES,
Fund Drive Director

In the remaining ten days of
the ISL Fund Drive from the
time of this writing, just about
$9000 has been contributed, leav-
ing $3500 still to go in order to
reach the goal set in the cam-
paign. This will take some doing

since contributions in the week:

just past totaled only $872.90, far
below the previous week and be-
low the necessary average Te-
quired to complete the drive.

A number of branches of the
ISL have asked that the drive be
extended two weeks to permit
‘completion of their plans for
meeting the quotas assigned to
them. These recommendations will
be considered by the Fund Drive
Committee.

The pacesetter in l'ht drive con-
tinues to be the Socialist Youth

- League. Again the Chicago unit of

#he SYL has taken a-big lead over
everyone else and helps put the
youth at the top of the list with

143 per cent. We don't see how
the SYL is going fo be headed off
in the drive with the big lead they
now have.

Right’behind the SYL is Strea-
tor with 132 per cent, again fol-
lowed by Boston and the “Gener-
al” category, both of which_are
above 100 per cent.

A number- of branches are elose
to the 100 per cent mark and with
a little push they should go over
very soon. In this category ﬂpa
Chicago, Youngstown, lo,
Oakland and Cleveland.

The New York branches, how-
ever, are in a key position in. the
drive. A big drive is.on now to
raise the New York quota since
the area is running far behind the
pace it set last year when it went
far ahead of its quota. *

We are counting on New York
and cities like Philadelphia, Los
Angeles, Seattle, Newark and
Detroit to do their bit in the final
stretch of the campaign. What do
you say?

New York Discussion Meeﬁné

THE SIGNIFICANCE .OF
THE BRITISH LABOR GOVERNMENT
Reporter: Hal Draper
" Thursday, May 3, at 8:30 p.m.

Labor Action Hall, 114 West 14 Sireet, N.Y.C.

he emphasized the equulily of boﬂl
Asian and European fronts and in
so doing minimized the importance
of the West, which is incontestably

superior in strategic and' military-

importance. Significantly, too,. he,
omitted any reference to the

_United Nations or the UN allies of

the U. S., on which administration’

calculations for a war alliance are

based.

The administration finds ltself
between the war-mongering, war-
risking MacArthur - Republican
front and the allies such as Brit-
ain_who strongly desire an end
to the war,
mosa and recognize the Chinese
government of Mao Tse-tung. As
a result of domestic Republican
pressure, the MacArthur incident
and whatever the congressional
hearings might stir up, the ad-

ministration will probably stiffen

its attitude on China, especially
with the constant cries of “ap-

peasement.” However, the aim of _
the administration is to reach a

truce and prevent a world ‘war
for the time being. Yet it is pre-
pared to make no concessions, all
of which are labeled “appease-
ment”
ent, it is thereby leaving the
moves up to Stalin and Mao, who
show no signs of slowing up the

flow of Chinese “volunteers” into '
A continuation of the -
present Chinese offensive may .

Korea.

bring a response to MacArthur’s

policies and a demand for the '

bombing of Chinese cities. Suech a

course, if. pursued by the Stalin-

ists, might further the-.rift.be-
tween the U. S. and the UN.: Int

would concede For-

in advance. As of the pres--

any case, it would hasten the wari =

The MacArthur crisis points wp .

the essential difficulty of the mili-

tary and_political position of the .

United States.in the world today.
Improvisation: makes up a . good

déal of ‘American foreign policy. '
But it would be a mistake to think =
that the administration and the .

State Department have no policy.
They have. It is to inflict a military

defeat upon its arch rival Stalinist -

Russia, through the only means this
imperialist democracy knows: mili-

tary preponderance, plus allies im .

Europe and Asia, with Europe as
the first line of defense and of-
fense.

The difference with MacArthur

is not over the war aim; it is
over strategy of a military kind

but of a magnitude that can de- -

cide the victory or defeat of

American imperialism.

v

Quota
TOTAL ... $12,500
. Soc. Youth League.. 500
Chicago 320.50,
Berkeley 70.50,
Oberlin 8.00, General 15.00 .
Streator .....coeeeeeee. 25
Boston .......cccciveeeee.. 50
General .....cccoecevvveeee. 975
Youngstown ............ 100"
Chicago .........ccvvvveeeee. 1800
Buffalo ........cccceveenene. 350
Oakland ........ccee... 650
Cleveland ............... 300
New York City ........ 4200,
Detroit ........ccoceeeveee.. 800
St. Louis ....cccceeeeennss 50
Newark ........ccvveeveeeee. 300
Seattle ......cccceeeniivnie. 300
Los Angeles ............ 550
Pittsburgh ............ 150
Philadelphia ............ 450
Indiana ............ 100
Orégon ........cceeeeeee DO
Reading .........c..... 100
Akron ........ vereesesreens 100
Baltimore ................ 50
Connecticut ........... . 50
Minnesota .....c.ivveeeee 10

Fund Drive Box Score

Paid Por Cent_ ©-
$8933.85 Nns
730.20 146

New York 190.95, Detroit 70.00,
St. Louis 31.00,

Buffalo 25,00,

33.00 132
55.00 110
1063.50 - 109
85.00 85 ;
1489.00 802 |
600.00 70 g
453.00 69.7
20650 688
2782.00 66.2
509.00 - 63.6
30.00 60
178.00 59.3
175.00 . 683
314.25 7.1
75.00 50 ﬁ
131.00 29.1. "
25.00 25
10.00 20
3.00 .08
0 . o
0 ) TR
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0 B 0 ._..”
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_The
ISL Program
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ue Soclallst Youtﬁ League Socialist Youth League Soclalist You|
e Soclalist Youth Leazua soclalir" Youth League Socialist You

?“""st Youtb . gue Soclalist You
Y O uth’ Student Corner:

‘in Brief

The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of explolslu-
_tion which now divide the world: capi-
#alism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,

abundance, security or peace. It must.

be abolished and replaced by a new

- social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
econcmy, democratically controlling
their own economic and political des-
tinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Its
agents in every county, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist ‘without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two cumps of capitalism uud
‘Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
vairy for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks o the working class and its ever-
presenﬁ sfruggle as the basic progres-
- sive force jn society. The ISL is organ-
" “jzed fo spread the ideas of socialism in
_ . the lobor movement and among all
‘other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
. struggle fo better the people’s lot now
. —such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek fo join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
‘left force working for the formation
"of aen independent labor party and
other progressive policies.

* The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy without  socialism, and
_#here can be no socialism without de-

mocracy. To enroll under this banner,.
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?~
Get _
acquainted
with the
Independent
- Socialist League—
114 W. 14th Street
New York 11, N. Y.

[:| 1 want more information about the
_ " ideas of Independent Somlwm and
o] trw ISL. ’

D I want to join the ISL

Address ... ... 0 T WA
; CI'I'y e v W o
......................... Toh e

_from other meetings held by the ISL-and SYL

11alist Youth League Socialist Youth Leagué Socialist Youth Le
{al!.st Youth League Soclalist Youth League Socialist Youth Leag

DRAPER REPORTS ON TOUR FOR SYL

[The towr which was concluded last week by LABOR ACTION’s
editor Hal Draper was primarily to cover meetings on college cam-
puses, on behalf of the Socialist Youth League. Comrade Draper com-
ments on the trip in this guest column for the SYL's Youth and
Student Corner.] -

By HAL DRAPER
This short tour for the SYL carried me to six campuses (apart

readers may be interested in two comments.

One:is that the campus meetings were by and large mach more
successful tham I or'local comrades expected. An exception has to be’

-made for Chicago, but not to its discredit. In that city, there have

been active and well-organized socialist student groups carrying on

- -excellent work right-along; and, during the four days I was-there,

besides.three school meetings there also took place the demonstration
before the Spanish consulate, which was made successful particularly
by the turnout of students from the University of Chicago and Roose-
velt College. It was a heavy week.

That wus Chicago. But interestingly enough, the most rewarding
meetings took place on those campuses | visited where there is NO
functioning socialist student club at present and, for that matter, Ilﬂ'le
political activity of any kind.

First came the St. Louis meeting organized under the auspices of
the Politics Club at the University of Washington. It is not recognized
by the school and the meeting was held off-campus; there had been
no extensive publicity; I had expected to have an evening’s discussion
with a half dozen or so students. Instead, an audience of at least 40
assembled, to hear “The Liberals and U. S. Foreign Policy.”

At Madison, Wisc. (University of Wisconsin), the meeting was
under the sponsorship of SDA (Students for Democratic Action),
affiliated with the ADA. About 40 students crowded into a small class-
room, and some others were turned away for lack of seats.. The SDA’s
sponsorship, it would be said, was truly an act of democratic liberal-
ism, since they knew, of course, that a socialist point of view would
be presented which would be critical of ADA policy. (The subject was
“What's Wrong with U. S. Foreign Policy?”) Moreover, the very
lively discussion that followed was unmarred by hostile overtones
extraneous to the discussion itself—except for a Professor Auerbach
who was present, and who I understand is supposed to be a wheel in
the ADA, who managed to be both nasty and irrelevant in his discus-
sion. (He unfortunately insisted on talking, not about the question of

.the evening, but about a subject on which he is evidently quite ignor-

ant, namely the literature of Marxism.)

'Third Camp’ Line Makes t;n Impact!

‘At Oberiin College (Ohio), the meeting had to be scheduled for
the day after the students returned from their spring vacation and

" naturally | expected little under the unavoidable circumstances. In point

of fact, 65 students jammed into the lounge at the Student Center and
overflowed to the hall just outside, listening. The subject was again
"The Liberals and U. S. Foreign Policy.” The meeting had been announced
mainly by postcards sent out the previous day by two sponsoring stu-
dents, ot by a club, though there is a Socialist.Discussion Club in the
process of organization.

The date at Ann Arbor (University of Michigan) fell during the
school’s vacation time and so there was no question of holding a public
meeting, but an exceedingly stimulating evening’s discussion took place
with a small group of students.

The meetings in St. Louis, Madison and Oberlin in particular
brought together very similar student audiences, made ap very largely
of students who thought of themselves as liberals, who had had little
or no previous live contact with our ideas (and, many of them, with
socialist ideas in general), but who were seriously interested in ques-
tions of politics and the war.

In this conneetion, the second comment I would make is a difficult
one to put: expressed briefly, it hardly avoids sounding like a routine
note of encouragement. I can only say that it is, on the contrary, the
result of a most vivid personal impression; and that it is not intended
to apply to “students” in general (I met no students-in-general) but
to the elements mentioned above.

It is: that our Independent S

ialist approach to the war, of oppo-

sition to both imperialist war blocs, to both capitalism and Stalinism, '

presented concretely and particularly presented as the necessary con-
clusion from the liberals' own criticisms of U. S. foreign pelicy—this
made a deep impression, to put it conservatively. To many, | believe, it
came as nothing less than an eye-opening revelation that there is a

‘road of struggie which an anti-war fighter can follow without feeling

his mind and convictions torn between a false "practicality” and a mere

1 baseless "idealism.” Our views make an impact!

It is one thing to know this generally and another to feel it alive
in an audience. There is plenty of opportunity to feel it, too, and not

. only on the campuses.
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The article begins:

son are pikers.”

tory hoarding . .

. 9 A
GENERATION OF CHISELERS.—UAW-CIO Ammu-

We've commented before on the éxcellent
fact-articles in the Auto Workers union’s month-
ly magazine. This one in the current issue lists,
in punchy summary, “30 ways the very rich get
more than they are entitled to.” While Amma-
nition’s language avoids words like capitalism
and capitalists, and draws none but trade-union-
level conclusions in its perorations, its- articles
of this type are ammunition not only for the
‘trade-unionist but also for the socialist.

“Wage workers and
farmers have never been saddled with so nu-
merous a brood of unproductive parasites as
during this period of the Great Korean Corrup-
tion. The Korean war has set loose an arrogant
horde of price.pirates, tax chiselers, commodity
erimpers and profit plunderers who are as free

" in Washington and the markets today as the
rats are in a waterfront alley. Costello and Eric-

The first few points are specific but the in-
dictment gets more general as it goes along.
Here are some short ones toward the front:

43, In the six months after Korea, commer-
cial bank loans increased by more than $5 bil-
lion. This $5 billion was provided by the gov-
ernment through the Federal Reserve Board to
private speculators for profiteering by inven-

“5. But you don’t have to speculate. Govern-
ment agencies will lend you money at low in-
terest rates to build factories and to equip them
for defense production (but they can also. be

five years.

tax laws and

lots more.

used: to.make automobdes or refrigerators or
television sets when the defense contracts. run
out). The government itself will pay all except
15 per cent of the cost of the factories and
equipment through tax credits over a period of

“Then, if the corporation is in an excess profit
bracket, it can save enough money in tax eredits
(above the gift of the factory and the equip-
ment) to run an actual cash profit (gift from
the government) in addition to the free factory
and .equipment . . .

“8. The aircraft industry (which .exists al-
most completely on a Treasury formula) is the
people’s gift:to free enterprise. In 1937, the
value of 12 gompanies was $66 million. By 1944,
this value had inereased 3,000 per cent. Practi-
cally every cent of the increase was out of the
Federal Treasury.

3 “9, Small thing. In the 1949 Rivers and
Harbors Bill, there was an appropriation of
$1,600,000 to. widen and deepen and dredge an
inlet of the Detroit River. But the only use made
of this partieular section of the river is by the
Detroit Edison Company for coal hauling. Free
from the people of the U. S. to the Detroit Edi-
son Company..A substantial part of the appro-
priations for inland waterways is outright gift
to the oil companies .

After which fﬁmﬁ:mtwn goes, in a little
greater detail, after such things as corporation

compensation laws engineered by the fat boys,
FHA gifts to the banks, the price-raising “Fair
Trade” laws, advertising swindlers, capitalist
suppression of new patents and inventions, and

o Right
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their gimmicks, unemployment

HOW NEW N. Y. JOBLESS-COMPENSATION LAW SOAKS YOU

By PETER WHITNEY

The workers and employers of
New York State are now being
“clarified”._on how the recéntly ™
passed Hughes-Brees bill revises
the state’s unemployment-insur-

ance law. For the employers, the

explanations are most welcome in
detailing just how they will bene-
fit by reduced tax rates.

But for the workers, the Hughes-
Brees amendments are o serious
menace which in a thousand ways
whittles away at the benefits
available to them’ under the un-
employmenf-insarnn:e progrum.

Behind this xaw deal, which
was rushed through the state leg-
islature by combined Republican-
Democratic efforts, stand the big-
gest employers in the state: Gen-
eral Motors, Standard Oil, Met-
ropolitan Life Insurance 'Com-
pany, banking houses and other
large corporations. They deter-
mined to make a raid on some
$600 million now in the unem-
ployment-insurance reserve fund
and to slice up this juicy melon
for themselves. :

Under the old law all unem-
ployment-insurance money was
pooled -into one big trust fund
controlled by the state. Given the
past decade of high employment
levels, this money had piled up
to a $900 million bulwark against
depression or any sudden rise of
unemployment. Employers paid a
tax of 2.7 per cent of their pay-
rolls to this fund, and workers
were entitled to collect up. to 326
weekly if unemployed.

REWARD FOR GREED

The revised law ends the state-
wide pool and establishes a sys-
tem -of individual accounts for
each. employer. Each employer
will be credited with his tax pay-
ments and any benefits drawn by
‘his jobless workers will be
charged against his account. Thus
an employer’s tax rate will be de-
termined by the amount of un-
employment- benefits paid to his
workers. Employers with vela-
tively stable  payrolls will even-
tually pay no tax at all.

What greater incentive could be
given to employers to fight every
single claim for unemployment in-
surance filed by their workers?

Naturally, too, any exténsion
or improvement of unemployment
insurance will be opposed because

" weeks of employnient with an

it will send the employer’s tax
rate up. Instead of benefits, work-
ers can’ mnow expect plenty of
hearings., and strong opposition
from. their employers: every time
they file a claim.

Especially hard-hit are the
workers -and employers in the
smaller scale industries of New

York, such as the apparel trades, :

the construction trades, and oth-
er trades with seasonal employ-
ment. Big business was out to
knife them and they did a thor-
cugh job of it. The smaller busi-
nesses will carry the greatest bur=
den of the taxes, whil€ the big
boys get away with little or no
taxes,

For example: an employer with
five workers who lays off one
worker has 20 per cent of his
force collecting benefits; there-
fore he must pay a high tax rate.
On the other hand, a large em-
ployer of ¥000 workers who lays
off one worker has only one-tenth
of one per cent of his workers
collecting benefits; therefore he
will pay a tiny tax, if any at all.
Precisely these big corporate out-

fits most able to pay the taxes

will be. exempted from them,
while the small business firms
will pay the lion’s share of the
taxes.

20-WEEK GIMMICK

With $600 million to be divided.
into the individual accounts ef
the employers, the way in which

this money is to be parceled out’

points out the real benefactors
under this revised setup. Most of
the state’s 125,000 businesses will
get little or nothing, while the
bulk will be apportioned to the
handful of giant companies who
are already overburdened with'
green stuff. The biggest bonanzas
in reduced tax rates will also fall
to their happy lot, thus jacking
their profits up even higher.

The big companies were not saf-
isfied with. all this feathering. of
‘their nest-eggs; they -also’went fo
town on curtailing the benefits
available to worker

Instead of a minimum ann

earning, workers must now satis- -

fy a requirement of at least

erage weekly pay of ‘$15. T
workers employed for less thﬁn
-20- weeks wilk get nothlng, even|
their earnings duri mg this pen
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amounted to $2000.

Although the weekly benefits
were raised to $30, the workers
will benefit little by this paper in-
“crease”becduge £6°many of them
will not be able to satisfy the re-
quirements to. get top benefits.
The requirements of 20 weeks of
-employment means that some 15
per cent of the workers now eligi-
ble to collect benefits will be un-
able to do so in the future.

The *‘average’ weekly pay of
$15 is another pitfall for seasonal
workers, because if they are
called in for a few hours’ work,
thi pay will be lumped tcgether
with other *“short” weeks, and
they may have difficulty achiev-
ing the minimum of $15 weekly.

NOW THEY WANT BLOOD
It will be completely to the em-
ployer's advantage to phenagle
with the working time of his
workers so as te make it impos-
sible for them to collect unem-
- ployment insurance. If they don't
earn enough to collect, he “will
have his taxes reduced or elimi-
nated entirely.

The Hughes-Brees revisions are
the first major attack on the
state’s - unemployment - insurance
structure. The big companies, en-
couraged by their success in this
initial ottack, are now pressing for
further crippling legislation.

For instance, they’d like to
force workers to take any job of-
fered them if they have had any
training for it, regardless of what
their skill is; they’d like to force
union workers to take non-union
jobs with less pay or else suffer
disqualification. \

Big business has invented
many such traps, and unless the
labor movement organizes as vig-
orously and effectively as its op-
ponent does, it will find it§ valu-
able legislative gains and social
benefits slipping away.

Ve - ) \
~“LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
" 114 W. 14 Street, N. Y. C.
. 'specializes in books and pam-
" . phlets on the Labor and So-
- gialist movement, Marxzism,
- ete., and carn supply books of
: all publishers. :
Send for our free Soot- list.
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Readers of Labor Action Take the Ploon

POUM 'HAPPY' ABOUT ISL ANTI-FRANCO WORK; PLANS INTERNATIONAL FUND DRIVE

~ [The following letter by the
secretary of the Spanish POUM
to the secretary of the Indepen-
dent Socialist League will be of
interest to readers of LABOR
ACTION—Ed.]

Dear Comrade Gates:

I have received your letters of
April 5 and 11, also the photos
of the New York demonstration
at the Franco consulate. Thanks
very much for the speed with
which all that has been sent.

We have seen the issues of LA-
BOR ACTION devoted to the
Barcelona evenfs, and we are
very happy about your work. In
truth you have made a real effort
to help the heroic Barcelona
fighters. This very day we are
sending full information on all
your

activities to our under-

ground organization inside Spain.

We await news of the demon-
stration in Los Angeles. We re-
gret the incidents which arose
with the comrades of the SWP
and Socialist Party. The widest
possible demonstration was need-
ed. We are concerned by the dif-
ficulties which arose in Chicago.

It would be interesting if there
could be organized in New York
a meeting with the participation
of militants from the socialist or-
ganizations, intellectuals and
trade-union leaders (Reuther?).
We mention this as a suggestion.
But we are confident that you
will know how to do everything
possible to demonstrate to the
workers of Catalonia the solidar-
ity of their brothers in the
United States.

A FRENCH PACIFIST WEEKLY WRITES IN

To the Editor:

We regularly receive LABOR
ACTION and read it with consid-
erable interest, but.so far we did
not receive The New Internation-
al which Mr. L. G. Smith has been
sending us, as we are informed
today. In exchange we sent you
the latest issues of La Paix Du
Monde.

Through this exchange we
could discover many common
points in your platform and in
our program, though your action
iz mainly geared on labor and
social subjects while the Artisans
De La Paix and La Paiz Du
Monde action lies in peace prob-
lems.

But they are bound to be partly
common since peace means better
social and human conditions
which leads us to fight against
capitalispq, fascism (whatever its
name), - racial prejudices, coloni-
alism and for better social condi-
tions.

As you may have read in La
Paixz Du Monde, the immediate
aim of the Artisans de la Paix is
to prevent an extension of war;
consequently the first items of
our program are: general dis-
armament wunder international
control; opening of frontiers so
that men and ideas may circulate
freely; substitution of negotia-
tions for the strength-and-power
process.

At the same time, we work to
enforce social and economic con-
ditions which, later on, would de-
prive men of any incentive to
war,

To achieve the former and. lat-

=ter program, our action is pro-

ceeding on national and interna-
tional ground, outside of any in-
fluence of power bloes or pelitical

“parties. The main reason for this

is that we consider that real
world peace could not be a Soviet,
American or British peace. :

Thus we keep absolutely inde-
pendent from political parties,

-

though some free-minded and
progressive political leaders may
write in our paper. I must add
that the Mouvement des Artisans
de la Paix is neither a conscien-
tious objectors’ nor a “neutralist”
organization.

In France, the Artisans de la
Paix movement is gathering all
genuine pacifist organizations
with a minimum platform. In this
work, we may say that we met a
real success.

On the  international ground,
we are seeking all contacts with
free pacifist organizations stand-
ing outside of any capitalist or
Stalinist influence.

In both domains, we consider it
a duty to make people aware of
the huge weight of their own will
if they want to express it aloud.

Considering the similarity of
our positions would you allow us

. to publish some.of your. articles-
‘or ‘part of it in one f ‘our next

issues? If you think possible to
send us a special article for La
Paix du Monde, we would be very
glad to print it.

We hope that we will be able to
keep and extend relations with
you, and we are

Yours very sincerely,
For the editor,

M. TEXIER
Paris, Apr. 12
L ]

We have informed the editors
of La Paix du Monde that we are
glad to give permission for re-
prints from LABOR ACTION
and to establish friendly relations
with anti-war movements abroad
which are oriented against both
capitalism and Stalinism, despite
the evident divergences in our
political approaches to the ques-
tion of war. If the opportunity

_ offers, we shall report to our read-

ers on the group which intro-
duces itself in the letter above.—

Ed.

May Day Greetings
Let's Use
Labor’s
Power

FORM A LABOR PARTY!

BUFFALO BRANCH, ISL

I have sent imore.news to LA-
BOR ACTION. The executive
committee of our organization in-
side Spain writes us' that “the
situation is very explosive” and
that “the morale of the workers
is excellént.” The action in Bar-
celona has been indeed the begm-
ning of a mew stage:

We have launched an interna-
tional fuind drive to help the Bar-
celona 'prisoners.. The French
comrades have rouséd up a bit
and are collecting funds. I lope
that you will be able to'do some=
thing in this direction. Bonet will
write further on this matter. In
our view it is a question of get-
ting financial help: from those
who have been stirred by the ac-
tion of the Barcelona workers; I
refer mainly tb intellectuals and
others sympathetic with the ideas
of socialism and with the cause

of the Spanish people. . <

I will write again one of these
days. Fraternal greetings to all

the comrades.

For the Exec. Com.
Wilebaldo SOLANO

Paiis, April 15

MAY DAY
‘GREETINGS:
%0
all
our

comrades
L J

SEATTLE ISL

For a World
of |
Peace and Plenty!

—NATIONAL BUREAU, SYL -

American workers.

ployer-worker struggles.

tion.

In Memory of Martin Abern

On all major issues, American labor is either coming to or be-
ing forced into decisive attitudes and conclusions, including the
all-decisive one of ldibor’s attitude toward the productive forces
and their velation to the government.-And hencé to politics: This
is the basis of our confidence in the rapid political evolution of the

For the Second World War has indelibly impressed on the_ ]
masses the decisive relation of government to their very existence.
It is mecessary to recognize and observe that this process toward
the idea of government ownership and unavoidably therefore, the | -
idea of workers control, is taking hold steadily, and to realize that
future struggles will not just assume the old forms of bitter em-

When the working class moves toward the acceptance of gov-
ernment as a dominant factor in their lives, it is only the begin-
ning of the greatest problem of all for them to resolve, namely,
their own responsibility as a class to the newly developing situa-
—DMartin Abern, War and The Working Class, 1944

. Celebrate

MAY DAY
~ with the

mn;rr._um’a’ur SOCIALIST LEAGUE

..Dellclous Food

‘New York City

MAY DAY DINNER

Del_ighfful Danciing
- Melodious Singing |
' Memorable Fellowship

1247 Lexington Ave.. Saturday, May 5 |
7:00 P.M. |

"4 .. DONATION $1.50
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LABOR ACTION

By RICHARD TROY

The general strike
in Barcelona, it -has
become increasingly
clear, was by no
means a flash in the
pan. At this very date
—in - a number of

- cities — a  general
strike, estimated to
involvé more than a
quarter of a million
men, is ‘paralyzing
large portions of the
country’s economy.

~ Reports have it that

Barcelona is again on its feet. '

The American press, as one might expect, has
given these developments far less than adequate
notice. Recently, the only first-rate American res
porter in Spain, Sam Pope Brewer of the New
York Times, was denied permission by the Ma-
drid government to repert from Spain.

© All the more important, then, are the reports which
come 1o us directly from the Spanish socialists them-
selves, who are actively participating in developing the
growing movement of revolt against Franco. .

We have received a new issue of Lo Batalla, the organ
of the Spanish POUM (Workers Party of Marxist Unity)—
published from its emigration headquarters in Paris—and
three guarters of it is again, of course, devoted to a cov-
erage of the growing revolt in Spain. The tone is one of
the most supreme optimism and hope.

“Ths rebellion of Barcelona,” writes the editor of the
paper, Wilebaldo Solano, “vast and profound as nothing
else under totalitarianism, has demonstrated that the
people of Spain, so often tricked and betrayed, are on
the march against Franco and will not resign themselves
to live under fascist slavery.” .

These are not simply words of encouragement, arous-
ing slggans for battle, but the actual prognosis of the
POUM. There appears to be little doubt in their minds
that the time for action has arrived. The struggle of
liberati’n has begun! Even the Franco press has ac-
knowledged the success of the recent revolts.

“The press of Dictator Franco, which tended to con-
ceal anything that would darken.the happy picture that
it daily paints for us, has seen itself obliged to write
about the success-in Barcelona,” a La Batalle writer
notes.. The nervousness of the regime’s leaders is becom-
ing more and more apparent to all, and the action taken
againgt Brewer of the Times is symptomatic.

Strikes Are Spontaneous

Within some units of the official trade associations,
this nervousness is reflected in growing conflict between
many businessmen seeking a solution to the present
crisis and the Falangists. The Falangist elements are
finding it increasingly diffieult to control these organiza-
tions, ard often find it necessary to call in the police to
stifle denunciatory speeches and speakers.

The ruling groups themselves, in other words, are
beginning to split up under-the strain of the economic
crisis ond the growing pressure of open protest from
below. They can no longer agree on the means by which
to combot the seething impulses of the enraged people.

Within the ranks of the people, interestingly enough,
there appears to be no centralized organization of com-
mand in the coming struggle. The underground organ-
ization, remnants of Civil War groupings, still operate.
But, in a sense, the present uprisings are so enormous
that these organizations can neither claim credit for
them ncr guide them.

. “Unfortunately,” one POUM writer puts it, “there
exists in Spain today no organization capable of achiev-
ing = mobilization of the masses for the struggle such
as was known in Barcelona. It is the Franco regime, with
4tz horrible misery, with its thsulting inequalities, that
4s the irue agitator.”

The yprisings, in other words, are generally spon-
taneous: they develop out of profound discontent with
the constantly rising prices and declining standard’ of
living which “agitates” all alike; and they are led by
organizations constructed, as it were, on the "spot’' to
handle specific strikes. One veteran of revolutionary
activity in Barcelona declared that it was “the most
astounding example of unanimity that he has ever seen.”
The spirit of the revolt was all-embracing, and all parts
of the population were immediately involved. “It is neg¢es-
sary 1o lJive in Barcelona to realize the enthusiasm with
which ihe people act, the extent of the recovery' in

-

WILEBALDO SOLANO

~ Spain: A Revolution in the Makin

morale, the faith with which the immediate future is
regarded.”

The sudden in-rush of long-lost freedom is exhilarat-
ing. An amusing incident is related in this connection.

* The governor of Barcelona was evidently almost power-

less during the general strike, and for many it was an
excellent opportunity to take revenge upon him. His rela-
tions with a certain actress had always been the butt of
many whispered jokes. During the strike an opportunity
arose for the jokes to corie out in the open,

"One night, many groups of students were present in
the Comic Opera where she was acting, and loud shouts
rang ouf to her—gobenadora [Madame governorl among
other things—with great frolicking among the people that
were present. The intervention of the police was necessary
to suppress the tumult which was created when a rain of
tomatoes and rotten eggs feli on the sidge."”

A sudden release of long pent-up energies and hopes,
hatreds and resentments, was reflected in a dozen ways.

Falange Factions Fight

That this movement from below developed at this
time, even if it was relatively spontaneous, was not an
accident. Solano and others have stressed the importance
of the general deterioration in the strength and unity of
the Franco regime, which is, today, wholly incapable of
solving the most elementary problems of the Spanish
economy. For a number of years, as an article on this
subject points out, Franco was able to excuse the stag-
nancy of the economy as due to the “legacy of the
Republicans.” In addition, Franco could point to the
bright future of the “New Spain” as part of the “New
Europe” that his patron, Hitler, was building. Then,
moreover, there was a great deal of fanfare about the
great “economic awakening” called the “National-Syndi-
calist Revolution” which was supposed to lift the Spanish
economy into prominence in the world.

But with the steady decline in the standard of living,
it became plain to the masses, among whom sympathy
for Franco’s regime was never prevalent, that all this
was merely talk, and the only group getting richer was
the small elaque around Franco and the corrupt bureaue-
racy immediately beneath him. (The general wage level
was up 312 times since 1936 while prices had soared
seven times the 1936 level.)

The Franco press has, by now, been forced to admit
that conditions are not what its propaganda had always
tried to paint.them. The bad conditions are blamed on
outside boycotts, the disturbances from within, ete. And
official sources tell us that Franco and his ministers have
decided “to study the means necessary to fight illegal
profits and the rise of prices.” The Falange has initiated
a demagogic campaign “against the speculators.” Of
course, the fascist leadership can do little, even if it
cares to, to bolster up the economy, but the fact that it
now admits that a problém- exists is an indication of
its seriousness and the depth of its concern. .

In addition, as has been related, the Franco regime
itself is developing splits in its own hierarchal organiza-
tion. For example, the Barcelona Falange Unit has broken
into two factions: i

"The disintegration of the Falange . .. is notorious .
ond indisputable. With the most thoroughgoing immoral-
ity, this movement, which never had .roots in the people
and which took power through assassination and robbery,
is disintegrating. The Spanish workers will not fail inte
the trap of supporting this or that faction, but will guide
this struggle in the proper direction, in the hopes of being
able to sweep from power both one and the other and to
hang its captives from a very strong branch."

America to the Rescue!

Other splits have also racked the fascist structure.
Large portions of the bourgqoisie——especially those sec-
tions not intimately tied to the Madrid apparatus—have
been “neutral’ in the present struggle, So have consider-
able sections of the army, at least in the Barcelona
strike. And the church has behaved, in Solano’s words,
“prudently.” In fact, the organization Catholic Action
has actually made a public attack on the regime for its
utter ineptness in dealing with national problems.

Franco’s own base is becoming smaller and smaller,
while, interestingly enough, his position in the system of
alliances being constructed by the United States becomes
larger and larger. POUM writers reflect the bitterness
of the Spanish people toward the West when they write
on the topic of the United States, the UN, ete.

"The ambassadors of the three great Western powers—
the United States, England, and France—presented their
respective credentials to Franco during the week in March

in which the people of Barcelona rose in mass against the .

Falangist regime. Curious and significant coincidence!™
And, of course, while the Spanish people-were resort-
ing- to mass strikes to voice their hatred of the regime
in power, Griffis, the Americam ambassador, began con-
versation with El Caudillo for more arms and dollars to
prop up the tottering fascist structure. The Franco re-*

HITLER'S HEIR

It has been suggested, by those who defend the
Franco regime, that it is unjust to bring up
Franco’s wartime cooperation with Hitler and
Mussolini because those days are long past, the
world has turned over many fimes since, ete. But
an interesting reminder of the intimate connec-
tion between Franco and Hitler has turned up in
recent months. A former Gestapo official, stationed
during the war in Argentina, drifted into Spain
in 1946, and has since been integrated into _the
Spanish fascist apparatus. His name is Krauss,
although in Spain he is known as “Sanchiz Gal-
lardo,” and, today he is in charge of the repressive
activities of the fascist government in Barcelona!
Hitlér, from his grave, cannot offer Franco very
mueh aid these days, but a stray Gestapo officer
will at least represent him at the ceremonies.

gime, shakier than ever, no longer able to boast of the
“orderliness” of its reign and the “docile acceptance”
of it by the Spanish people, sends out new calls of alarm,
a new “crusade” in the making. (The American Legion,
as if answering the call, awarded Franco a medal of
honor the week before last.) g

As it explained, the Spanish people are no longer
surprised to find the Western “democracies” more than
willing to respond to Franco's desperate pleas. They have
evidently lost all illusions in this respect. But they are
still astonished to encounter such lethargy from the
international working class when the Spanish working
class dispatches its pleas for help. -

“We live in an age in which, unfortunately, the
international working class, of which we have the right
to expect more than platonic declarations, is today noth-
ing more than an instrument of the governments.” But,
says Batalla, the Spanish people have adjusted to this
sorrowful situation too: “in this period of abandonment,
resignation and betrayal, the Spanish people, who have
hoped for much, already expect nothing. This is ‘despera-
tion. Instinctively finding itself once more, the working
class starts to rely again on its own forces, to follow the
tradition of combat and heroism of its own working
classes.”

In other words, since they ean count upon nobody
outside of Spain, they have, of necessity, turned to
themselves and rediscovered their own revolutionary tra-
ditions in order to turn the tide.

United Front Stalled

The POUM appears to be the only one among the
Labor and Socialist organizations fighting Franco which
has vigorously called for united action against the com-
mon enemy. The CNT (Anarchist) and the Esquerra de
Cataluna have been coming ardund to the view that
common action is necessary. (The statement by the
Esquerra’s general secretary mentions that “in view of
the change in attitude of certain democratic countries
[he means the U.S.] we believe the time has come to
abandon erroneous conceptions . . .")

The Socialist Party of Spain (the PSOE), on the ofior
hand, moves slowly and refuses fo commit itself to unit-d
action. 1t is still entangled in a "mysterious alliance” with
o monarchist group, a result of the infamous “Pact of Sun
Juan.” The SP leader Prieto has declared that his policy
has crumbled but thus far there is no concrete evidence
that the PSOE will detach itself from its monarchist alli-
ance and plunge intc the commeon struggle. (Although,
no doubt, the PSOE has been active—not so much in the
Barcelona strike but probably around the city of Bilbao.)

The POUM demands a unified struggle, without the
Stalinists of course (about whom they have mo more
illusions). on the basis of concrete and realizable and
immediate objectives. But this does not seem to be im-
mediately near, and the initiative for action, essentially,
remains in the hands of the Spanish people themselves,
«Barcelona Shows Us the Road,” proclaims the Batalle
headline. That there is general unity in the shops and on
the streets seems clear. The rest of Spain is beginning
to follow Barcelona’s road and the tinhorn dictator
appears-to be walking his last mile.

“In March 1951,” solemnly concludes one writer,
“the working class of Spain has shown once again that
it is checked but not subdued. In spite of a ferocious
repression and .the difficulties that the parties and organ-
izations have in maintaining existence, they have known
how to keep contact with the people and recognize their
desires and anxieties. The armed guard, the Civil Guard,

all the apparatus of Franco’s repression, have not been -

°

able to quell the spirit of protest and of struggle in the ~

popular Spanish masses. They have shown their de-

" termination to liberate themselves from all tyranny.” -

?mncb 'Tyranny Vacillates before Strike of Quarter Muillion

Despile warnings from the Fran-
<o government that a strike would
dead io dire consequenges,- 250,000
‘Spanish workers (some estimated
as many . as 500,000) .in Spain’s

heavy industrial belt, have gone .

out on sirike in protest against the
Thigh eost of. living.

Coming less than six weeks after
the great Barcelona general strike
in March,. this outburst attests
further to the growing weakness
of the Franco government and the
growing initiative- and power of

F

the working classes and all anti-

Franco groupings.

The government, apparently, has
no weapon with which to combat
these huge strikes except'to threat-
en the strikers with the loss of
their jobs. This threat was issued
before the strike, and the workers,
paying no heed to these first warn-
ings, went out in a dozen key-in-
dustries. Now, while they. are on
strike, the government has only

been able to reissue the same :

threat.

It seems fair to interpret this, if
the reports are correct, as a defi-
nite sign of weakness on the.part

. of the regime; it means, in effect,

that the government simply can-
not carry through its dire threats.
Government officials, in fact, ad-
mitted privately that in view of
the strikers unity, it would be im-
possible to carry out the dismissal
threat, There is good evidence that
during the Barcelona strike the
fascists could mot count upoen all
sectors of the army; perhaps the

same conditions prevail today.

Over the weekend of April 21,
according to the Associated Press
dispatches, anonymous leaflets
were distributed over the Basque
area, in which the present move-
ment is centered, and on Monday
the workers responded with the
strike.

Some of the leaflets had an anti-
American tinge to them, and the
AP reporter suggested this to in-
dicate a “Communist” influence.
However, from what we know of

the Spanish situation, this does not
mean any Stalinist participation or
domination, but can be traced to
the growth of a matural bitterness
among Spaniards toward fhe U. S.
as a result of its recent aid to the
Franco government. Moreover, the
AP reporter himself admits that,
though some of the propaganda
sounded “political,” the “back-
ground seemed economic.”

He reported that the cost of liv-
ing has risen 50 per cent in the
last year!
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MAY DAY 1951: ‘Capitalism Is Doomed' But .

(Continued from page 1) *

. c]allst society as a result of its inherent trends, plus a
-push-from the organized working class.

‘We are thinking of its "American™ version: the lib-

" eral and labor-iiberal’s belief in the.inevitability of the

. gradual dnd organic transformation of the system into
a more equitable and democratic society as a result
of the trends embodied in Fair-Dealism, plus a push
from men of good will.

But we are not getting more democracy, but the
most insidious attack on civil liberties and democratic
rights in the history of the country.

_We are not moving toivard a peaeeful world, but
toward the horror of a third world war piled on the
two world-slaughters we have lived through; a war in
which the atom bomb symbolizes the potentialities for
the destruction of civilization itself. -

We are not moving toward a world of plenty but

toward tightened belts and lower living standards in
order to make that war possible.

Along its own road, capitalism points down—down :

toward the same depths which are opened before us
by the Stalinist monstrosity.

Yes, “capitalism is doomed,” but . . .

What will replace it?

This is the great question which our g-enerat.:on

_is called on to resolve.

There is no place to lock among the powers:that‘-
be. - .
"~ There is no hope to be sought through the victory
of either of the imperialist war blocs in the world.

There is no confidence to be reposed in the democratic
evolution -of either the capitalism of the West or the
bureaucratic-collectivist Stalinism of the East. In
this respect, the Fair-Deal liberals -of the U. S.

have, as their symmetrlcally- opposite numhers, the
tragically misguided and disoriented types of socialist

" workers in Europe who hope against hope in the

“democratization” of the Stalinist regimes—as their

lesser evil in comparison with the present system, of

which they have had their bellyful.

But there is a power to which we look. It is the
same power which has shown itself time and again
to be the most irresistible social power in the world.

It is the power of the fighting people when they
rise to their feet against all oppressors and all tyrants,
from below, from the "depths” of society—when they
cease to be merely objects (of either philanthropic good
intentions or despotic exploitation) and become sub-
jects acting in their own r'ighf. taking the stage them-

selves.

" As the people of Barcelona have dome, in their-

keroic struggle against the Franco dictatorship, and
as the people of the rest of Spain are beginning to do,
inspired by their example!

As the courageous fighters of the Ukrainian re-
sistance movement, the Ukrainian People’s Army, are
domg behind the bo:rders of the Stalin empire—for
the first time since the fastening of Stalinism on the
Russian people and the nationalities under Moscow!

This is the power that inspires us with admiration

" —and with hope for the world which now lies under

the shadow of Washington and Moscow.

This is also the power which is stirring when
Aneurin Bevan speaks out a part of the resentment
of the British working class against the policies of
its own party’s leaders when, having dealt body-blows
to capitalism, they tie Britain to Washington’s war
chariot. For British Labor also faces thé great ques-
tion of our generation:

Yes, "capitalism is doomed,” but . . .
- What will replace it?

This is the power that is stirring in the movements
of revolt-from-below which are called “Titoist” when
directed against the mastery of Moscow and called
“subversive” when directed against capitalist ex-
ploitation.

If capitalism 'is visibly disintegrating, it must be
remembered that it has already lived a long time. The

- disintegrative forces within the Stalinist empire have

raised their heads almost from its birth.

Stalinism is a system of expleitation and terror
which has replaced capitalism in one third of the
world, not beczuse there is any future of progressive
development before it, but because the socialist work-
ing class has not yet risen to its task of replacing
capitalism with its own workers’ world.

Yes, "capitalism is doomed," but .-.".
What will replace it?

We of LABOR ACTION and the Independent So-
cialist League propose to fizht—but not for the hope-
less aim of straightening out or refurbishing this
capitalist system which has already led the world
down- the greased way to war and misery, and not for
the suicidal aim of seeking to “reform” Stalinism
-‘while supporting or apologizing for it.

We propose to fight for the democracy which is
inseparable from genwine socialism, and for the social-.
ism which cannot exist without the most theroughgoeing
democracy under the control of the people.

It is not the easiest aim to fight for~in these
United States on May Day 1951, no easier than the
fight for freedom has ever becm when o generatwn
stands before a great crossroads. It is the only aim
to fight for, however, which can in truth replace capi-
talism with the world of peace and plenty to which
the generations before us looked to realize mankind's
unquenchable aspiration for justice, freedom and
happiness.

The EDITORS

British LP Left Wing Breaks — —

(C;mﬁnne'd from page 1)
foreign policy which was directed
toward the maintenance of as

" much of the empire as possible on

the old basis, and as a junior
partner of the United States,
pmppmg’up as miich of the rot-
fing capitalist ofder as can be
propped up throughout the world.

LABORITE POLICY

In 1945 the Labor Party was
swept into power on a pledge to
nationalize basic sectors of the
economy, maintain full employ-
ment, reduce the inequalities of
‘wealth on a basis of “fair shares”
and a tremendous program of so-

“eial security and welfare meas-

ures. This program the Labbr
Party carried out despite the fact
that Britain after the war was an
impoverished country with a rel-
atively inefficient industrial plant,
which depended in large degree
on importing food and raw mate-

:n'als from the rest of the world.

The social measures of the La-

+bor government could only be de-
. veloped within the limits set by

~ the .economic situation of the

country. Until 1950 the British
economy was staggering under
the weight of the “dollar gap,”
which was the financial expres-
sion of the overwhelming com-
"petitive superiority of the eco-
nomie pesition and product.wlty
of the United States. :

The British workers, whose
party was in power, were urged
' 'to accept a program of extreme

- austerity. They were asked to re-

“ frain .from making wage de-
' "mands, even when these were jus-
" tified by - the accumulation of

. "profits by the industrialists. They
| were told that Britain could only
| ‘maintain -herself financially and
: slowly ~work her way toward some

-
(8

. degree of financial solvency and
economic ,Jndependence if they
would sacrifice some part of their
standard of living in the interest
of exporting manufactured goods
:and modernizing industry through
a new accumulation and reinvest-
ment offcapital.

In its foreign policy, the Labor
government remained firmly com-
mitfed to holding as much of the
old €mpire in Asia and Africa as

4. 1f ¢ould,; and .to waging the cold

war as an ally of the United

" States. This required the mainte-
smance of a considerable armed.

force, an added economic burden.
It meant also that the British
werking-class' movement - through
its government joined the Ameri-
can and French governments in
maintaining reactionary govern-
ments and social regimes in Africa
and ‘much of Asia and Latin

- America,

This meant that while the La-
bor government was dealing its
own capitalist structure telling
blows, it was at the same time
supporting the decaying structure
of capitalism in the rest of the
world. Rather than directing its
foreign policy toward the power-
ful socialist elements in the work-
ing class of the European coun-
tries and the masses of Asia who
were engaged in a broad political
and economic revolution of their
own, it stood side by side with the
United States as a bulwark of the
old social order in Europe and
Asia,

OPPOSITION GREW

Like the American government
it has sought to stem the exten-
sion of Stalinist influefice not by
aiding and promoting a counter-
movement of a progressive, dem-
ocratic and socialist revolt, but by
bolstering  hated regimes of ex-
ploitation.

Inside the Lubor Party in Britain
there has been for some time a
relatively small group of leaders
with some foilowing who have op-
posed this foreign policy. Their
position finds its closest ideologi-
cal onalogy in this country in the
liberals grouped ‘around The Nea-
tion.

. They oppose the policies of the
American government in the cold
war. They are not Stalinists or
even Stalinist sympathizers; yet,
lacking any positive policy of
their own, and rejecting the idea
of social revolution as desirable
in itself ‘and politically effective
against Stalinism, they fall back
on the hope that the cold war can
be solved through negotiations
between Washington and Moscow,
if only Washington will negotiate
in good fatih.

As long as the Labor Party en-
joyed an overwhelming majority
in the House of Commons, the
differences of opinion within the
party could be given considerable
leeway of expression. If a small
group in parliament abstained en

some question, or even voted
against the government, their ac-
tions could be met with repri-
mands or ignored, depending on
the exigencies of internal party
polities.

But when the party was returned
last year with a finy majority,
the differences within it assumed
a much sharper expression. Bevan
and the broad left wing insisted
that the loss of support among
the middle class could only be re-
paired if the Labor Party would
boidly drive forward with its full
program of nationalization, and
would maintain and expand the so-
cial services. The right wing, al-
though it was still prepared to go
ahead with the nationalization of
the steel industry, was in favor of

. a policy of sofftening the social

struggle inside the country.’

WORKERS RESTIVE

The economic boom in the U. S,,
which started early in 1950 and
shot upward when war in Korea
broke out, closed the dollar gap.

Last year Britain had the largest

foreign-trade surplus in many
decades. The American market

was opened to British goods as.

never before.

But the contradictions and
ironies of world capitalism are
still with us. At the same time
that the dollar gap closed, the
price of raw materials and food
rose drastically, and Britain was
faced with the demand that she
tremendously increase her arma-
ment program.

In the meantime, the British
workers have shown increasing

signs of rebellion against the con-.

tinued demand that they refrain
from pressing for higher wages.
The economic boom has piled up
profits in the private sector of
the economy. The workers in one
industry after another have in-
sisted that “fair shares” must
mean higher wages to offset high-
er prices and profits.

While generally accepting the
foreign policy of their party, they
sought to ignore the inescapable
fact that this policy requires a
tremendous expenditure for arm-
aments, and that in the long run
this expenditure can only come
out of their standard of living.

At the Labor Party congress at
Margate last- October the dissat-
isfaction of a large number of

delegates with the party leader-
ship was expressed in loud cheers
for Bevan's radical speech. At

that fime Bevan demanded a pol-

icy of no retreat on the party
program, but did not challenge
the party leadership. The opposi-
tion on fore;gn policy. expressed
itself solely in resolutions urging
the government to enter top-level
negotiations -with Stalin, outlaw
the atom bomb, ete.

HAS BEVAN A LINE?

But now, some six months later,
the practical effects of the govern-
ment's policy have shown up in the
budget” proposals, in no uncertain
terms. The figures ieave no doubt
that even the maintenance of the
present social programs are in-
compatible with the level of arma-
ments demanded by the United
States and accepted by the gov-
ernment,

Further, the methods proposed
to raise the money for these arm-
aments are designed in such a
way that the poor are bound to
shoulder most of the burden. The
same justification for this is given
by the British government as we
get in the United States: the cap-
italists must have an incentive to
produce, therefore they cannot be
taxed too heavily.

Although Bevan has linked up
the foreign and domestic problems
of the government in his speech,
he has not offered a POLICY de-
signed to solve the confradiction.
He has stated that the British
working class has "a message for
the world" different from those of-
fered by Stalinism and capitalism,
but he has suggested mo way in
which this "“message” can be ef-
féctively brought to bear in real
political terms, that is, in terms of
the organization of masses of pec-
ple behind- it, . throughout the
world. . C

The left-wing elements of the
British Labor -Party now face a
unique historical opportunity. A
struggle for the support of the
workers is bgund to take place,
inwhich the foreign policy of the
party will be, directly related to
the threat which the rearniament
program presents to the social
gains of the workers.

It will be- difficult to evade the
central problem: Shall the British
labor movement continue to fol-
low in the wake of the American

capitalist -government, or shall it
seek to mobilize the workers and
the oppressed masses. of the back-.
ward countries for a bold assault
on the social structure of capital-
ism throughout the world?

THE ROAD'S OPEN!

‘Unless the. latter is proposed,
the opposition iriside the Labor
Party will have no answer to the
charge that -they are sticking

- their heads in the sand as fareas

the threat of world Stalinism is
concerned. The program of “sfa-
cere negotiations” with Stalin as
an answer to this threat will not
stand up under the blows of de-
bate, and much less will it stand
the test of history.

Stalinism will either be defeat-
ed by a new wave of social revo-
lution directed against all forms
of inequality, exploitation and
oppression which can thus rally
the peoples on both sides of the
Iron Curtain against both the old
capitalism and the new totali-
tarianism, or the world will once
more have to go through the
agony of a war on a scale of un-
precedented destruction.

The historical opportunity for
the British Labor movement is a
doubie opportunity for the consist-
ent revolutionary socialists in
Britain. They can either stand
aside from the struggle in the La-
bor Party while mouthing perfectiy
correct but completely abstract
criticisms of the inadequacy of the
program of the left wing—or they
can jumip into the fight and seek
to influence the broad sfrata of
workers who will participate in
the struggle.

Their place is in the left wmg:.
Their role is to urge on the left
wing and the party as a whole
that they turn their eyes away
from the American colossus and
toward the poor and oppressed
everywhere as their potential
source of strength against Stalin-
ism just as Stalinism has been
able to use and abuse so many of
these people as its source of
strength against eapitalism,
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