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FIVE CENTS

A Full Discussion of

By BEN HALL
CLEVELAND, April 6—On

UAW CONVENTION

the

all questions of domestic pol-

icy, the United Automobile Workers convention, which con-

cluded its sessions here today
militant program than did
1949. Resolutions to stand
ready to strike in defense of
the union against the em-
ployers and against the Tru-
man administration were en-
thusiastically adopted by ac-
clamation. Every militant
speech won rousing applause.
For the first time at a UAW
convention, a minority reso-

lution came out of the Reso-
lutions Committee bluntly and
squarely for the formation of an
independent labor party. It was
not adopted but it won encourag-
ing support.

However, the convention reflect-
ed and recorded a disturbing shift
away from traditional UAW rank
and file democracy. It proceeded
with smooth efficiency. It endorsed
without
serious opposition, the platform of

‘the administration whose candi-

dates were elected fo every major
post with one important excep-
tion. This was the first convention

(Continued on page 6)

Stop U. 3. Aid

CHICAGO

CHICAGO, April 8—In response
to the appeal from our brother
socialists of the Spanish POUM
for solidarity in their struggle
against Franco’s fascism, an en-
thusiastic united front picket line
of students and workers demon-
strated in front of the Spanish
Consulate in the heart of down-
town Chicago’s Loop yesterday
afternoon. The pickets attracted
wide and sympathetic attention
from the crowds passing by.
Thousands of leaflets of the
united front, bearing the heading
“Stop Aid to Butcher Franco—
Help the Spanish People,” were
distributed on nearby street cor-
ners. The picketers carried some
25 signs bearing the slogans “Re-
lease the Barcelona Strike Pris-
oners,” “Break the Truman-
Franco Axis,” “No Aid to Fran-
eo’s Fascism,” “Boycott Spanish

Goods,” “Dictatorship in the
East, Dictatorship in the West—
Against Both,” “The Fight

Against. Faseism is Not Over,”

“Support Spanish Labor Aga-im’-t
‘Franco’” amongst.others. = y
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MacArthur Replacement
Highlights Crisis in

others.

WEST COAST YOUTH CONFERENCE

LOS ANGELES, April 16—A West Coast, anti-war so-
cialist, youth conference will be held in Los Angeles
during the spring vacation of the University of Cali-
fornia campuses. The conference will be a continuation
of the joint socialist youth meeting held in Oakland
last fall and will use the anti-war statement adopted
at that time as a point of departure. -~ '
This conference will include,
participating groups; The Libertarian Socialist League,
The Socialist Youth League, representatives from stu-
dent groups on every major West Coast campus, and

The West Coast SYL cordially invites all socialists
who oppose both war camps to attend and participate
in the work of this conference because the sessions
will have a unique educational value and mark a de-
cisive step forward in orienting and developing the
West Coast socialist youth movement in the struggle
against war and for a socialist society.

(FOR TIME, PLACE, AGENDA—SEE PAGE 3)

American Foreign Policy

as before, .&n‘;ang the

By RICHARD TROY

The removal of MacArthur from the various commands
he has held so long in the Far East represents a decisive
step by the Truman administration in its efforts to combat
the more reactionary elements in the leadership of Ameri-
can foreign policy. MacArthur symbolizes, more than any
other man, an American foreign policy based solely upon
military force and completely disdainful of the hopes and
aspirations of dozens of smaller nations all over the world.

This is not to say, of course, that we can expect, now
“that MacArthur has been dropped, any radical change in
U. S. global policy. For, after all, the very fact that a man
like MacArthur has held his job as long as he did, and was
only fired when he publicly attempted to impose his own
belligerent ‘““Asiatic” policy on the administration shows
that, for a long period of, time, he held the confidence of
men such as Marshall and Truman. MacArthur only repre-
sented the greatest evils of American imperialism, and his
removal does not mean the passing of it. -

However, the shift in Far Eastern leaders does signify
a decisive, if temporary, victory of the Truman-Acheson
line over the Taft-MacArthur line, and, at least, gives the -
world another breathing spell. A simple shift in personnel
cannot alter those basic conditions and rivalries which, in
the long run, will eventually involve the two great imperial-

{Continued on page 4) y

to Franco! Release Political Prisoners!

UNITED DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST FRANCO

League and its youth group, the
Socialist Youth League, took the
initiative in forming the united
front committee which sponsored
the picketing. The committee was
composed of the Socialist Club of
Roosevelt College, the Libertarian
Socialist League and the Interna-
tional Workers of the World, in
addition to the ISL. On the cam-
pus of the University of Chicago,
the SYL issued a separate leaflet
jointly with the Political Club,
Students for Democratic Action
and the United World Federalists
explaining the situation and ap-
pealing to students to support the
picket line against Francoism.

The leaflet distributed at the
demonstration read in part as fol-
lows:

"Two weeks ago the world was
amazed when, under the noses of
Franco's totalitarian dictatorship,
the workers of Barcelona staged a
successful General Strike right in
the industrial citadel of the coun-
try.

"It is difficult for wus, living un-
der conditions of relative freedom,
to grasp the depths of desperation

:  do which the workers of Barcelona

(Continued on page 8)

NEW YORK CITY

In answer to an appeal from
the Spanish anti-fascist under-
ground, some 125 pickets demon-
strated before the Spanish Con-
sulate in New York on Saturday,
April 7, from noon to 1:15 P.M.
A joint effort of eleven organiza-
tions, the united front demonstra-
tion demanded the release of the

more than 5,000 Barcelona strik-
ers jailed by the fascist regime
and called for an end to American
financial and military aid to
Franco.

Heartened by the recent Barce-
lona general strike and the con-

tinuing strike activities of the
Spanish working class, the pickets
shouted slogans indicating their
support of the Spanish anti-fascist

ey

struggle, and cailed upon the
American labor movement to come
to the aid of the fight against the
tyrannical Franco government. Un-
derstanding the role that Ameri-
can guns and dollars are playing .
in Spain, the demonstrators de-
manded that the Truman adminis-
tration cease propping up Spanish
fascism. Placards demanding
"Franco's Fascist Agents — Get
Out!" were prominent in the dem-
onstration, as were those that car-
ried the anti-fascist, anti-Stalinist
message "Down with Totalitarian-
ism Everywhere!"

SOLIDARITY WITH STRIKERS

The picket line was the result
of an appeal by the POUM
(Workers Party of Marxist Uni-
fication) for demonstrations of
solidarity with the Spanish strik-
ers. This Spanish underground
organization called upon socialist,
working class and anti-faseist or-
ganizations to picket the Spanish
Consulates and give all possible
aid to the Spanish anti-fascist
struggle. Taking the initiative,
the Independent Socialist League.
contacted the Socialist Party and

> (Continued on page 8)

The New Workers Party in Germany '
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LABOR ACTIDH

~ Court Voids U. of Calif. "Loyalty Oath”

"By MARY BELL

One bright spot has appeared
in the steadily darkening picture
‘of civil liberties in" the United
States. It has emerged, startling-
ly enough, in one of the darkest
‘areas of that picture, the state of
California. This state has felt
called upon to organize its own
"“little un-American activities
committee” and has harassed its
‘famous film stars, civil employees
and especially its teachers, with
loyalty oaths and security guar-
‘antees as has no other state.

" By a unanimous decision, the
Third Distriect Court of *Appeals
‘has held the regents of the Uni-
‘versity of California in violation
iof the State Constitution in their
dmposition of a special non-Com-
munist loyalty oath as a condi-
tion of employment. This decision

“iculminates an academic, ideologi-

eal and legislative struggle which
began in June, 1949. At that time
the regents of the university.or-
dered the university’s 4,000 fac-
wmlty members to sign a. special
vath in addition to the regular
oath to support the Constitution,
which is taken by all state em-
ployees.

STAFF MEMBERS FIRED

In July of 1950 the Board of
Regents voted to. fire 157 of the
university staff members who re-
fused to. sign either a loyalty
oath or a statement in their con-
tracts that they “did not belong
to the Communist Party or any
other organization which advo-
cates the overthrow of the gov-
ernment by force and violence.”

The faculty objected to being
singled out from other state em-
ployees and engaged in some spir-
ited opposition. At one point, some
4400 -persons had refused fqg sign
the oath, 400 of them faculty mem-
bers. If they had been fired, the
university would have been ruined.
Their steadfastness forced more
conservative members of the fac-
ulty, deans and department heads
to continue the fight. Widespread
support came from the non-aca-
demic employees = organization,
progressive student groups on the
campus who were willing to strike
in behalf of the embattled teach-
ers, and from university presidents,
teachers and students throughout
the country.

Finally, after a long series of
‘maneuvers twenty-six faculty

‘members were fired as a result of

a ruling by the regents last
August. Twenty sued to get their
jobs back and eighteen carried
the legislative ﬁght to the current
decision.

THE COURT DECISION

i In the motivation for its deci-
sion, the appeals court held that
the constitutional pledge “is the
highest loyalty that can be dem-
onstrated by any citizen,” adding
that “the exacting of any other
test of loyalty would be anti-
thetlcal to our fundamental con-

_ cept of freedom.”

“Any other conclusion would
ibe to approve that which from
Ithe beginning of our govern-
‘ment has been denounced as the
;most effective means by which
‘one special brand of political or
.ecomonmtic’ philosophy can en-
itrench: and perpetuate itself to
-ithe eventual exclusion of oth-
.ters; the imposition of any more
‘mcﬁmwé test would be the fore-
runner of tyranny and oppres-
sion.” (New York Times, Apr.-
1)

: The court saxd further that:

"While this: court is mindful of
‘the fact that the action of the
Regenfs was at the outset moti-
vated by a desire to protect the -
university from the influence of

- subversive elements dedicated
‘%o the overthrow of our consti-
futional government and the
. abolition -of ‘our -civil liberties
‘we are also keenly aware that
lequal #o'¥he danger of subver-

-slon from without by means of

force and violence is the danger
of subversion from within by the
gradual whittling away and the
resulting disintegration of the
very pillars of our freedom."

THE SUPREME COURT

The reactionary elements who
fought for the imposition of the
special oath may press the matter
to the State Supreme Court. The
course of the entire case is of ex-
treme importance for academic
freedom everywhere. The Univer-
sity of California is one of the
largest institutions of thigher
learning in the world, with cam-
puses in Berkeley, Los Angeles,
San Franecisco, Davis, Riverdale
and Santa Barbara. Its regents,
appointed by the governor, in-

Berkeley Socialist

BERKELEY, Calif. — The first
third camp anti-war socialist can-
didate to run for elected office in
the San Francisco Bay Area
polled three thousand votes in the
Berkeley councilmanic elections
of April 3. Durward Du Rant, ex-
ecutive committee member of the
Socialist Party, Local East Bay,
with' the official endorsement and
the joint active collaboration of
the Independent Socialist League,
repudiated both American impe-
rialistic and Stalinist Russian
war aims and pwmctcd a model
socialist program in a mummpal
election.

These Berkeley elections, how-
ever, returned to office all incum-
bents from mayor to school direc-
tor. The two posts vacated by re-
tirement were filled with addi-
tional conservative candidates.
Neither the Democratic Party
nor the ADA candidates for the
couneil polled more than T500
votes each. The solid bloc of busi-
n2ss, real estate and merchant
control in this city of 120,000 re-
mained undented.

RUNS AS SOCIALIST CANDIDATE

Before the elections SP and
ISL  representatives met and
agread on a pelitical program for
joint organizational activity in
the campaign. Prushing aside the
camouflage non-partisan screen
in city elections, Du Rant was
run as an open socialist candi-
date and as a member of the SP.
In his general platform Du Rant
advocated ‘“production for use in-
stead of for profit,” attacking the
“human exploitation of capital-
ism- and Stalinist totalitarian-
ism.” He proclaimed democratic
socialism as the alternative to
the “Stalinist and capitalist drive

. toward war,” and he opposed
universal military training.

In his local platform Du Rant
stressed those issues directly af-
fecting the working classes: pub-
lic housing and rent control, local
FEPC iegislation, city sales tax re-
peal, as well as the abolition of
loyalty oaths which have mush-
roomed everywhere in California’s
dark political atmosphere. His so-
lution to the gouging inadequate
East Bay transportation system
was to call for municipal owner-
ship and socialized control.

Following the programmatic
agreement the SP and the ISL
called upon their respective Ber-
keley - youth organizations, the
Socialist Club and the Socialist
Youth League and set up two
committees for the election of

‘Du Rant, ‘'one on the campus of

the University of California, and
the other in the inter-racial
Codornices housing project. Inde-
pendent voters. joined these com-
mittees in support of the candi-
date and his program, and pro-
fessors and students contributed
to the campaign fund. The com-
mittees passed out 10,000 leaflets,
held an-open air mass meeting &t
the U, of C. Sather Gate, organ-

clude representatives of S(;me of
the most powerful financial and
industrial interests in the state,
such as the Bank of Amerieca, the
Fleishhacker interests and the
California Fruit Growers Ex-
change. The state constitution,
like so many others, explicitly
calls for a “university . . . en-
tirely independent of all political
or sectariah influence and kept
free therefrom in the appoint-
ment of its regents and in the
administration of its affairs...

One of the most infamous re-
gents, L. M. Giannini, head of the
all-powerful Bank of America,
was one of the casualties of the
struggle. The stripe of the man
who helped to lead the fight for
the oath is revealed in the con-

ized a pre-election motorcade
through the eity, and ran a Shat-
tuck Hotel party for the candi-
date. The campaign ended on elec-
tion eve in the Codornices Recre-
ation Building where Du Rant
and several other candidates
spoke before an audience of Ne-
gro and white workers.

ENCOURAGING RESULTS

That the voting results are en-
couraging for third camp social-
ists is substantiated by compara-
tive election figures. Du Rant's

clusion of his statement of resig-
nation: - =

“If the new implementation
which is neither an oath nor an
offirmation should prove ineffec-
tive, as | fear it will, | hold myself
in readiness to participate with
others in providing for the organi-
zation of 20th Century vigilantes,
whose objective will be to unearth
ond expose Communism in all of
its repulsive manifestations."

Whether the Court of Appeals’
ruling will, in the statement of
the defense counsel, “mark the
turn of the tide against a dan-
gerous and un-American trend to
judge men by what they sign in-
stead of by what they are,” re-
mains to be seen. It is a signpost
in the right direction.

Orders Reinstatement of Banned T eacllers

The court decision
hearten those who are struggling
to maintain and extend academie
freedom and political liberty in
general in  California and
throughout the country. The on-
slaught against this freedom is
being carried on by the “twen-
tieth century vigilantes” both in-
side and outside the government.
No court decision can decisively
halt the impact of their activity,
which is an endemic disorder of

our society. It can only be halted -

and turned back by educating and
organizing the mass of the work-
ers, students and others to the
need for a concerted and continu-
ing struggle against it and
against the society which breeda

it { e maese A

Polls Good Vote'

2966 votes comprised 17 per cent
of the total received by the high-
est councilmanie candidate. Even
the Stalinists through their nu-

.merous fake peace fronts and

with the apparatus of the Pro-
gressive Party mustered only
4100 votes for councilman. Their
school director eandidate polled
only 3800 votes. Moreover, the
SWP candidate in the 1949 coun-
cil election in Oakland which is
over three times the voting size
of Berkeley, netted 2100 votes.

Cloger political relations be-

tween the ISL and this SP local,
developed out of this election col-
laboration. At the end of the cam-
paign the two East Bay organiza-
tions tentatively agreed to initi-
ate a call for a united front picket
line around the Franco consulats
in San Francisco in support of
the Barcelona General Strike. The
two youth organizations began
planning a Sather Gate ma:ss
meeting in conjunction with the
Students for Democratic Aecticn
for the purpose of financial a'd
to the POUM.

Ve s N\

(The letter which appears be-
low was sent to some five hun-
dred organizations, many of them
trade wunions, in the Los Angeles
area. The organizations on the
Initiating Committee hope for a
good turn out for their picket
line, which will take place in
front of the Spanish Consulate
at 6th and Hill Streets, one of the
busiest corners in the city.

A report on the demonstration
is promised for mext week’s LA-
BOR ACTION.)
N ; s

Dear Friends:

THE WORKERS OF SPAIN ASK
FOR YOUR HELP TO OVERTHROW
FRANCO'S TOTALITARIAN TYR-
ANNY!

You know that for the first
time in twelve years since Fran-
co’s bandit army, aided by the
Italian and German fascists, de-
stroyed the Spanish trade unions
and all democratic rights and
freedoms of the Spanish people,
the workers of Barcelona have
risen again, and hurled their de-
fiance at Franco’s fascists by a
general strike which has won
wide support from all Spanish
workers and the approval of all
democratic and socialist forces
throughout the world!

The leaders of the socialist un-
derground of Barcelona (Ewxecu-
tive Committee of the POUM),
write, “The struggle against the
fascist regime of hunger and mis-
ery has entered a new stage. That
this struggle should end with the
downfall of the Franco tyranny
and the restoration of democratic
liberties of the Spanish people
needs the immediate, practical

_and effective assistance of the in-

ternational working class.”
They ask that we “Demon-
strate before the Francoist em-
bassies and consulates.,” _
Therefore, FIVE SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATIONS, which are

fighting against all totalitarian.. .

Los Angeles Organizations Call
For Ant| Franco Demonstration

tyrannies® INCLUDING STAL-
IN’s RUSSIA, ask that you
unite with us in a picket line

. demonstration before the Spanish

Consulate at 606 South Hill

Street on Saturday, April 14th, at

10 A.M., to demonstrate our sym-

pathy with the heroic workers of

Barcelona.

1.. We ask your union or organi-
zation to officially participate
in this picket line!

2. Please post notices on your

bulletin boards!

Come with your own signs

and your own slogans!

&

4, Invite all your friends ’w coine
down!

5. Make this demonstration as
representative as possible of
all the Los Angeles Trade Un-
ions and all friends of dem::z-
racy!

4
6. Your slogans should empfu-

size your hatred of all totali--
tarian governments!
Initiating Committee

Sponsors—Independent Socialist
League, Libertarian Socialist
League, Westwood Socialist Club,
Young People’s Socialist League,
Socialist Youth League.

Los Angeles

Sunday, April 22
8:00 P.M.

- Y s mmmemromi”

MAX SHACHTMAN

Chairman, L.S.L. :

W|II Speuk On

"World Grisis—1951"

1106 South Broaclwuy

Case Hotel

(6th Floor)
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~ Labor on New Board Does Not End Crisis

WEST COAST AGENDA

Time—Wednesday and Thursday, April 25th and 2éth

Place—The Case Hotel—&th Floor Conference Room
1106 South Broadway (11th and Broadway)

By GORDON HASKELL
“  Just seven weeks after they
had walked out of the Wage Sta-
bilization Board, and then out of
all other posts in the mobiliza-
tion set-up, the United Labor
Policy Committee has agreed to
send its representatives to a
brand new agency, the National
Advisory Board on Mobilization
Policy (NABMP).

Does this mean that the labor
leaders have retreated from the
position they took when they de-
nounced the whole mobilization
sct-up and most of its policies as
a successful attempt by big busi-
ness to take over the government's
d.rection of the economy? Has a
formula been found which will
bring them back into colaberation
with the program of inequality of
scecrifice which they have been
blasting up and down the country?

At the moment of writing, the
picture is not too clear. Yet it
anpears that'the labor bureau-
cracy’s decision to join the
NABMP is more a reflection of
their continuing inability to grasp

*~the realities of the political situ-

ation in which the labor move-
ment now finds- itself, than the
beginning of a full-scale retreat
from the position they took when
they walked off the boards and
which was later re-affirmed at the
United Labor Conference in
Washington.

MUM ABOUT TRUMAN

At the time of that conference
LABOR ACTION pointed out
that all the top leaders carefully
rerained from naming Truman
as one of the culprits along with
Charles Wilson and the other top
businessmén - mobilizers. Even
though it was clear to everyone
at the conference that the Tru-
man administration bears full po-
litical responsibility for the mo-
bilization set-up as well as for
the pohcy of wage freeze plus
price. increases, the labor leaders
are still so confirmed in their al-
liance with the Democratic Party
that they kept mum about this
responsibility.

MHow, it is clear that this new
bcerd does not give the labor
movement any of the things they
hcve been demanding: full partici-
pation gt all policy and adminis-
trative levels of the mobilization
mochinery; a program of equality
of sacrifice through a price freeze
without a wage freeze, rent con-
1}!ml. an equitable tax program,
“etz. All it does is to give them rep-
resentation on a body which will
advise the president, but which
will have no powers whatever.

Why should the labor leaders
have accepted this particular
“window dressing” role when
they are still holding out against
re-entering the mobilization agen-
cies? Their own explanations are
so weak as to seem almost child-
jsh. One “labor executive” stated
that they had agreed to sit on
the NABMP “at the president’s
personal request.” All of them
emphasized that this board will
advise the president, and not
Charley Wilson. The most that
any of them could say in justifi-
cation of their action was that
now they will have Truman's ear;
that they will have direct access
to the president rather than be-
ing foreed to bring their griev-
ances to businessmen who are act-
inz as government officials.

WOULD HAVE TO RETURN
LABOR ACTION pointed out

at the time of the big break in

Washington that either the labor

leaders would have to draw the’

full political lesson of this ex-
perience: that they must break
with Truman and the Democratic
Party, or they would have to re-
turn, sooner or later, to the mo-
bilization set-up. They might re-
turn after some minor or even
major concessions
“wrung from the government-
business partnership by their
show of independence, or even
with no concessions at all.

That remains true now. No one
really believes that the frouble, or
any part of it, was due to the fact
thet Truman did not know what
the labor leaders wanted. Every-

onc-realizes that what is really at

had been -

stake is: who will bear the major
burden of the vast armament pro-
gram. And on this question, labor
has yet to get a singie concession
worth mentioning.

The labor leaders’ agreement
to sit on the NAMBP shows that
they are still chasing up a politi-
cal blind alley, whether it is a
first step toward a resumption of
the window-dressing role in the
whole mobilization set-up or not.

RELIED ON WHITE HOUSE

Ever since the early Roosevelt
administration, the labor leaders
have been inclined to depend on
the executive side of the govern-
ment for what few favors they
got. When FDR had a Congress
which went along with him on
social legislation, the labor lead-
ers were happy indeed. As they
never developed a political arm
which could be relied upon to keep
their “friends” in a majority in
Congress, most of the time they
tried to make up for this political
lack by keeping as close ties as
they could with the New Dealers
in the administrative depart-
ments, and particularly with the
White House. This has continued
into the days of the Fair Deal,
and beyond.

Of course, they had to pay for
the favors they gotf, and heavily.

ISL FUND DRIVE

Whatever influence their position
gave them in the councils of the
Democratic Party had to be used
for the candidates chosen by the
administration, whether they pre-
ferred them or not. When Roose-
velt proposed the labor draft dur-
ing the last war, and when he and
his successor began the regular
process of breaking railroad
strikes by government “seizures,”
they could do nothing but com-
plain. What they lacked then, and
what they lack now, is an inde-
pendent political force of their
own which could establish an in-
fluence biock at the formal, and to
a considerable extent real, source
of power in the ‘American political
system: the electorate and hence
Congress. )

Until they steel themselves to
a recognition of this faect, their
political policy will continue to
swing in mid-air. They can pound
the ear of the president till he is
deaf, and they can sit at all levels
of the mobilization set-up till they
are tired of sitting. But if they
don’t have a mass political instru-
ment of their own, independent
of the two great political ma-
chines which run the country in
an interlocking directorate with
the great business machines, they
will always remain on the out-
side looking in.
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Los Angeles, California
Sessions—Morning at 10 AM

Afterfioon at 1 P.M.
Evening at 8 P.M.

P

TENTATIVE AGENDA

Wednesday, April 25
Morning and afternoon sessions:

1. Presiding Committee report

2, The American scene
3. Reports from localities

4. Report of April 14th Pacifist Conference

Evening session:
5. Stalinism
reports and discussion

Thursday, April 26th

Morning and afternoon sessions:
1. Concrete actions and perspectives against war by

this conference

2. The British Labour Party and Britain in the war;

reports and discussion
Evening session:

3. Socialism, secialists and war;

reports, discussions and acceptance of a program

against war

Fees and Registration—A single 25 cent registration fee provides

admittance to all sessions of the conference

Drive Tops 50 %—Must Speed Up!

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Direcfor

A considerable pickup took
place this week in the ISL Fund
Drive with contributions now
totalling $6304.59. This pushed
the campaign over the halfway
mark financially and makes pos-
sible the completion of the drive
as scheduled. However, we are
still behind the necessary average
weekly income to do this, and
weekly contributions have to be
higher than the above amount.

The Socialist Youth League
made the big jump this week fo
go over the 100 per cent mark.
With contributions of $90 from
Chicago, $38.50 from Berkeley
and $21 from New York, the SYL
has sent in a-total of $528.75, or
105 per cent. The SYL says they
are by no means through with
their campaign in behalf of the
Fund Drive, and knowing what
they did last year, we are certain
they will go far ahead of their
quota. As it stands now, the SYL
is the big noise in-the drive and
together with Streator, has pas-
sed the 100 per cent mark.

Chicago jumped into third place
and passed New York this week.
A payment-of $288 help the branch

to go ahead five places in the
standings. New York is not far
behind, however, and with a real
spurt in the next few days can
overhaul its rival city. What do
you say, New York? You have only
just passed the halfway mark in
your local campaign and still have
a long road ahead.

St. Louis and Cleveland are
keeping pace with the leaders.
Both sent in good sums this week,
as did Los Angeles.

A letter received from Oakland
explained the delay from that
area, but promised that before
many days go by, it will be near
the top of the list. We know that
Oakland can do it. Newark,
Seattle and Philadelphia, how-
ever, are long overdue. If they
don’t get going quickly, they will
be left far behind.

The crucial weeks of the drive
are now coming up. We need a
little over - $6000 to come out.
out ahead. The big cities are the
ones who will make it possible.
That means New York in the first
place, and then Chicago, Buffale,.
Detroit, Oakland, Los Angeles and
Philadelphia. While we count heav-
ily upon them, they alone cannot
do it without the assistance of all
branches and cities in the drive.

uONTRIBUTE fo the ISL FUND DRIVE!

114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

NAME

Independent Socialist League

Enclosed is $ ...... as my contribution to
the ISL’s 1951 Fund Drive.

ADDRESS

CITY

(Make checks payable to Independent Socialist League or
Albert Gates.)

/ » Business Manager: L. G. SMITH
F or ,lVlﬂg Mar xlsm—read Opiﬂ;iom r.'.mg pol‘icig: expressed i%he course of t?:md articles
s contributors not necessarily represent the views. of.
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL Labor Action, which are given in editorial statements. , | . .
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Fund Drive Box Score

Quota
-"TOTAL .................512,500
Streator ... 25

Soce. Youth League.. 500

Paid
$6304.59

28.00

528.75

Per Cent
50.4

112
105

=

Chicago 244.50, New York 134.75, Detroit 70.00,
Berkeley 64.50, St. Louis 15.00, At Large 15.00.

Chiago ......cccovrvune.. 1800
Youngstown ............ 100
St. Louis .....cccerveveeee 50
New York City ........ 4200
Cleveland ........coeeee.. 300
Boston ......ccevvcveenneene. 50

General ........ceeveeeeeee 975
Buffalo ....oocoeviiiiiinnne 850
Detroit .....ocseviieneee 800
Los Angeles ............ 550
Newark .....cccoeevveeeee. 300
Seattle .....ccovvvvvevennee. 300
QOakland ..........ccouee.. 650
Pittsburgh ............. . 150
Indiana .......cereeee. 100
Philadelphia ............ 450
Oregon ......ccceevveeeee 50
Reading ........ccoevnee. 100
AKkron ...cevveeiirene. 100
Baltimore ......c.oeveee. 50
Connecticut ........... 50

10

Minnesota .........

1107.00
60.00
30.00

2441.00

167.50
$ 25.00
476.50
400.00
341.00
208.25
100.00
100.00
206.00
43.00
25.00
95.00
10.00
3.00

cCOoOOoo

61.5
60
60
58.1

558 |

50
48.8
47.-
42.6
37.8
33.3 .
33.3
31.6
28.6
29

21

20

coocos
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The
ISL Program
in Brief

The Independent Socialist League -

stands for socialist democracy and
against the two systems of explolin-
tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,

- abundance, security or peace. 1 must

be abolished and replaced by a-new
social system, in which the people own
.and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democraiicully controlling
their own economlc ‘and political des-
'hmes.

Stalnism, in Russia and wherever it
holds power, is a brutal totalitarian-
ism—a new form of exploitation. Its
agents in every county, the Commu-
nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
of socialism and have nothing in com-
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people.

These two camps of capitalism and
Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-
valry for domination. This struggle can
only lead to the most frightful war in
history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp
of the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,
looks to the working class and its ever-
presen'l' siruggle as the basic progres-
sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ijzed to spread the ideas of socialism in

“#he labor ‘movement and among all

- other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-
cialists participate actively in every
struggle to better the people’s lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
‘Semitism, in defense of civil liberties
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a
left force working for the formation

of an independent labor party and

other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the
fight for socialism are inseparable.
There can be no lasting and genuine
democracy . without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get _
acquainted

with the.
Independent
Socialist League—
114 W. 14th Street

New York 11, N. Y.

0O I want more information about the
ideas of Independent Socialism m_sd
the ISL.

O I want to join the ISL.
Ndme ........ccceeviiiinniiiciiiniiee

Address

SCIENCE STALINISM AND SOCIALISM

By CARL DARTON .

Recently this column has stressed the importance of the
political factor in the application of science to society. In so
dom,g we do not wish to appear as advocates of a “class
science,” particularly not in the vulgar form presented by
the ' Stalinists. Unfortunately the Stalinists have twisted
the meaning of the Marxist philosophy of science just as
they have all aspects of Marxism.

Stalin himself has literally rewritten history in the past
30 years and more recently assumed the scientific cloak of
semantics. However, the outstanding case of the taint of
Stalinism in science has been in the field of genetics. In the
notorious Lysenko affair science reached a new low in the
Soviet Union when the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party officially intervened in favor of a particular
clique of scientists. Rather than have the proponents of
each scientific theory seek agreement through open discus-
sion and freely organized experiments the Soviet Academy
of Science pledged itself “to develop Michurinist biological
science and to exterminate the anti-national (!) idealistic,
Weismanist-Morganist movement in biology.” Under the
circumstances it is no surprise that Lysenko “won out”
when it is realized that he often concluded his reports with
such slogans as: “Glory to the great friend and_ coryphaeus
of science, to our leader and teacher Comrade Stalin.” Ac-
cording to Pravda, the Lysenko controversy arose “primar-
ily because in the Presidium of the Academy of Science and
in the Bureau of the Biological Department they forgot the
most important principle in any science—adherence to the
party point of view.”

Science Used in Different Ways

Contrary to this concept of a class science we believe
that the methodology of science is essentially classless.
However, we would be blind to history if we did not under-
stand that different social classes and groups have used
science in different ways. Or to put it conversely, the form
in which science develops and flourishes depends upon the
social, economic and political conditions of an epoch.

The manner in which the structure of society deter-
mines the nature of science can be illustrated by reference
to the Greece of classical anthulty It was here that West-
ern culture and science obtained their start. However, Greek
science, based upon limited observation and unlimited theo-

rizing, was never able to temper and test its activity by the~

controlled expériment which is such a vital part of the sci-
entific method today. Most scholars of the history of science
agree that this lack of the experimental approach was due
to the Greecian scorn of manual labor. Such scorn was the
natural accompaniment of a society based upon slavery.
Thus Greek science was never able to rise above the limita-
tions which the dominant class placed upon its activity.

Much later in history the desire of the bourgeoisie to
exploit the earth’s resources, coupled with the new science
resulting from the union of the scholar and the craftsman
gave us the twin development of capitalism and modern
science during the past three hundred years. It was Francis
Bacon, often called the philosopher of industrial science,
who in the early 17th century propounded the idea that
knowledge, contrary to Greek thought, ought to bear fruit
in productivity; that science should be applicable to in-
dustry.

Science and Socialism

Under socialism we believe that science will express it-
self in many ways different than in any previous period of
history. Moreover, since the aim of both socialism and sci-
ence is the development of man’s potentialities to their ut-
most, only then will science obtain its fullest growth. Then,

not only the actual content, but even the methodology of.

science will undoubtedly differ from that of today. Never-
theless, .though we believe that progress toward socialism
can only be made today through the struggle of the working
class for recognition, it is a vulgar distortion of history and
science to attempt to give all aspects of science a class
interpretation..

It is necessary, however. that the socialist and ﬂle clcss-
conscious workers clarify their own approach to science;
just as the dominant social classes of the past, consciously
or unconsciously, had their own conception or philosophy of
the use of science. Needless to say, this philosophy will not
include merely; "science for science sake” whatever that

means, or science solely for. producing industrial profits, or.

for its subservience to the political aims of a decadent capi-
talism or Stalinism.

Socialists should not shun this task of understanding
the function of science in our times and in the society they
hope to build. Just as there is the need of scientists having
the right understanding of socialism it is even more essen-
tial that socialists arrive at a sound philosophy of science.

S T AR A 2 e e T A S P O e A S T e el e ek i S AR S i S

By JOE HAUSER

There were two legislative
hearings in Columbus tlis week,
and neither one of them was
aimed at helping the Ohio labor
movement. The first was at a ses-
sion of the Senate Commerce and
Labor Committee, which is con-
sidering a new bill by State Sen-
ator Ferguson to ban the closed
shop and include other restrictive
measures to make a Ohio state
little Taft-Hartley Law. A pre-
vious attempt to enact a similar
bill, the Van Aiken Bill, was de-
feated a couple of years ago. Fer-
guson is already the author of a
state law forbidding strikes
among ecivil service workers.
Principal lobbyists appearing in
behalf of this measure were the
well known anti-closed shop eru-

Senate Considers S.taieﬂT-H Bill;

sader, Cecil B. DeMille, and se¥v-
eral strike-bound employers T
organlzed labor movement is 0}5—
posing the bill.

The second hearing was a p:#
lic session of the newly formed
subversive activities investigatiig
committee. Various organizations
from the fields of labor, veterass,
and minority groups were repre-
sented and testified on their in-
formation on the activities of com-
munists in the state. Press reporls
indicated that nothing new or
spectacular was revealed. A few
organizations did say that they
felt that federal agencies were
sufficient to cope with the prob-
lem, and that the state body was
not needed. None actually pre-
tested the committee's activities

-or formation.

4
5
3
¥

LABOR ACTION carried a
story several weeks ago relating
the defeat of the Stalinists in
Fisher Body Local 45, UAW-
CIO. Since then there has been a
recount of votes for the executive
board-at-large, resulting in the
removal from the board of Leo
Fenster, chief party-line advocate
among Cleveland auto workers.
With ten at-large members to be
elected, Fenster had placed ninth
in the original count, but drop-
ped to eleventh (and off) on the
recount. This is a real blow to
the Stalinists in the local and is
a measure of the loss of influence
they have recently experienced.
Moving up to the board was a
member of the Freedom Slate,
the group which conducted the
fight against the CP.

MacArthur — —

(Continued from page 1)

ist powers, the United States and
Russia, in a world war. But the
removal of MacArthur can only
be gratifying to those who seek
a breathing spell in which to mo-
bilize the anti-war sentiment of
the common people all over the
world.

MacArthur's removal was a
direct slap in the face for that
large group of extreme reaction-
aries in the Senate who have just
completed a relatively successful
struggle in congress to win the
“Great Debate.” In these heated
congressional sessions last week
repeated assaults were made on
the administration’s foreign pol-
icy by various irresponsible par-
ties, mostly Republican in origin,
but not confined to them. The re-
sult of the show was to point up

again, the complete inability of

the American pro-war parties to
cope with Stalinism. The irres-
ponsibility lay in the fact that
they—like MacArthur — showed,
from the point of view of their
own interests, even less concern
for, and knowledge of, the real-
ities of modern politics than the
Truman-Acheson line betrays.

TRUMAN-ACHESON LINE

The Truman-Acheson line, at
least indicates some dim cogniz-
ance of the growing world-wide
resentment:of the United States
and of the developing social revo-
lution that stimulates it. Conse-
quently, their line attempts, in
so far as possible, to avoid an-
tagonizing real and potential
American allies. It makes some
feeble efforts to enlist supporters,
on both sides of the iron curtain,
for a possible political victory
over Stalinism.

However, for the majority of
the U. S. Senate even these mini-
mum measures are too much. In
their eyes the U. S. was “cod-
dling” the rest of the world. Thus
last week’s Senate “debate” was
an  incredible- 'show; e¢alculated
only to make it clear to the rest
of the world that the United
States rules alone, 'a domination
to be balanced and checked by
nobody.

First, on the issue of whether
or not to send troops to Europe
(ostensibly stated as a semi-con-
stitutional issue: does the presi-

dent or Congress determine when -

troops may be dispatched over-
seas?). The Senate voted to per-

" mit four divisions to be sent, and

requested the president to consult
it before sending more. The real
result of this action was to intens-
ify the belief among the West-
ern allies of the United States
that a politically powerful group
in the Congress is reluctant to do
everything necessary for the mil-
itary defense of Europe against
Stalinist encroachments, while at
the same time it is quite willing
to challenge Russia all over the
world.

To further disrupt the Truman-

Acheson program of “coddling”
the, allies, the Senate passed an-
other resolution recommending
that Spain, Turkey and Greece
be invited to participate in ar-
rangements for the defence of
Europe. This can only further ir-
ritate the Atlantic Pact nations
who resent dictation from the
United States, and who have not
resigned themselves to the fact
that this is the “American Cen-
tury.” For them Europe is worth
defending even if the U. S. air-
force cannot guarantee perfect
protection for American troops
overseas (a resolution demanding
this as a condition for sending
troops was narrowly defeated).

SPAIN INVITED

Particularly irritating, of course,
was the inclusion of Spain in the

. Atlantic: Pact: resolution. But, here:

again, the U. S. must have its way.
And the Fascist-run country which
the U. 5. government, under pres-
sure from this berserk congress
(and despite the opposition of
many important political forces
both here and iA Europe) is mak-
ing its special protege in Eu-
ropean arrangements, will soon
take its place in the anti-Stalin-
tern directed from Washington.

As if these maneuverithigs were
not bad propaganda enough for
American prestige the House Ap-
propriations Committee slashed
the budget for the “Voice of
America” by 90 per cent the day
after the “Great Debate” ended.
It is the contention of liberals
that if properly exploited, the
“Voice” can sell capitalist democ»
racy to the world. This faith in
the “Voice” is, of course, baséd
upon unsound suppositions, but,
even were the “Voice” the proper
reply to Stalinism, the Congress
seems reluctant to let it continue.
The “war for men’s minds”—
about which one reads so often in
the New York Times Magazine
section—is a non-existent battle
in the mind of the average con-
gressman.

NO WHEAT FOR INDIA

And while this show was going
cn in the Senate ¢hambers, the
House Appropriations Committée
kept the Indian Relief bill bottled
up securely on some, dusty shelf.
Millions of Amerieans, reorganiz-
ing the political capital the Sta-
linists can make in India unless
the U. S. comes through with the
much=needed grain, pleaded with

congress to act. But nothing hap-,
pened. Aid, on the other hand, is-
being extended to Franco to prop.
up his tottering government. In-’

dians, it seems,
‘pendently.
While Indians starved, France's
pockets bulged, and millions cried
for peace in Korea, a good part
of the Senate cheered when, from
Tokio, their military hero, Mak-

think too inde-
PG

Arthur, demanded that the Trumdn

administration permit him- #o-coh-
tinue the Korean War on

vdl' -

schle. The same congressmen who
fear that the United States cannot
commit itself to the defense of
Europe (and urge us to close up
for a ten-year garrison-stafe
siege) demand that MacArthur be
permitfed to open an unlimited of-
fensive in the Far East, to embroil
the U. S. indefinitely with a Sfalin-
ist Asia.

(It is interesting to note that
MacArthur, who was, among
other things, UN Commander,
was fired by Truman first, and
the UN was only notified of the
action later. Although formally
the UN has given the American
government the prerogative of
appointing its commander in
Korea, the manner of his replace-
ment re-emphasizes the extent to
which -the United States domi-
nates that body. This is true even
though ‘it -is evldbnt-that most of
‘the allies are highly gratified at
Truman’s action.)

-DRUNK WITH POWER

These actions, all occuring
“within one week in American his-
tory, are not simply the result of
“sfupidity” nor are they simply a
"hangover from isolationism.” They
represent something much deeper.
This is the behaviour of a group
of"leader's who have become so
intoxicated with the sheer indus-
trial power of the United States
that they dream they can win
with the atom bomb and military
strength alone, and need not con-
cern themselves with winning the
hearts and minds of the masses of
the world. Indeed, the idea of at-
Ien'sp‘ling to activate these masses,
even in an anti-Stalinist direction,
frightens them more than it reas-
sures them.

Even though the United States
runs the UN, they are impatient
with it. They have confidence only
when they have the “big stick” in
their hands, and they want to
wield it rather than to win
through the more subtle pres-
sures of diplomacy.

They represent, ip themselves,
a considerable political force in
America. And they know of ‘no
other language but that of their
own military might. The “liberal
wing” in Congress does not have
a radically different program, but
they have a greater cognizance
of the potential power of the
masses of the world’s. people.
They speak glibly of winning
them to “our side,” but, in the
long run, they too will rely for
vietory upon howitzers and jets.
For they too ecannot speak the
language of a human race which
is seeking to talk for itself They
are the “enlightened wing” of the
‘party"” which seeks to build the
“American Century.”

/ N\
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.Idéology and Organization of the

New Independent Labor Party

r

(The first part of this article, which appeared in LABOR ACTION
last week, discussed the changmg situation in Western Germany
which, in the opinion of the author, has led to a revival of the economic
and polz'tical class struggle of the German proletariat. The relation-
ship of the Stalinist and Social Democratic parties to the workers in
this new stage of development was discussed, as well as that of the
small independént Marxzist groupings. The article ended with a de-
scription of the initial efforts to build an independent labor party,
sparked by a group of people expelled from the Communist Party and

organized around the paper Freie Tribiine.
This is o translation of an article published in the Febmary i3sue

of Pro und Contra.—FEd.)
N

Ve

By S. BERNHARD

More than six months have
passed since the Political Com-
mittee was created which is to
undertake the founding of an in-
dependent labor party. Once the
accomplishments and perspectives
of this Political Committee have
been stated, it is necessary for us
to take a critical look at its ac-
tivities. As things stand now, it
is certain that the development of
the movement, the regroupment
of the independent Marxist left
in Western Germany on a broad-
er basis, depends to a considerable
degree on the hehavior of this
committee.

It would be a mistake, there-
fore, to permit the movement to
crystallize too soon, and not te
make every necessary effort with-
in the bounds of principle, to ease
the coming together of other
groups of the “homeless left”
with those now gathered around
the Freie Tribiine. We get the
impression that the Diisseldorf
comrades (the Freie Tribiine is
published in Diisseldorf, and its
headquarters is located there.—
Ed.) are making this kind of a
mistake when they assure us in

the introduction to the first diss..

cussion edition (No. 7) that “to-
day it is impossible to be a Marx-
ist without being a Leninist.”

The author of these lines is him-
self a supporter of Lenin’s views
—except for the Leninist concep-
tion of the role of the party—yet
he is against such a position. He
is particularly opposed to this
thesis because of the circum-
stance in which it appears as an
introduction to the discussion of
principles. It cannot but have the
effect of scaring away a large
number of Marxist revolutionists.
At the same time, this indicates
a dangerous restriction of the dis-
cussion, which necessarily should
take place on a broad basis, par-
ticularly at its beginning. (We
would also like to take this op-
portunity to remark that at least
up to this point the discussion on
the USSR seems absolutely in-
sufficient.)

As contrasted to the above, the
assurance which appeared in No.
4, which states that our great
teachers must be Marx, Engels,
Lenin, Luxemburg and Lieb-
knecht, is quite correct. One could
also add Trotsky to this group. In
any event, a Luxemburgist or
some other non-Leninist comrade
of the left wing of the Social
Democratic Party should ‘also be
able to find his place in the new
movement.

Organization of the Discussion

The Preparatory Commission,
a provisional body par excellence,
shows a similarly regrettable at-

_titude to the extent that it as-

sumes a firm stand when it de-
clares that this or that position

_stated in the Freie Tribiine is

either its own or not its own (No.
20). At the moment the Prep-
aratory Commission represents
only itself, and not the organiza-
tion on questions of prineciple. On
the same grounds it would have
been preferable if the eleven
points of the limited program had
been layed down by a demoerati-
cally elected conference rather

than appearing in the name of a ~

Political Committee. This is espe-
cially so hecause the Political
Committee issues from the Freie
Tribiine, and has never been
elected.

~ The local groups of “Friends
of the Freie Tribiine” know noth-
ing of the discussions which have
taken place inside the central
Preparatory Commission, nor of
those at the various conferences

" which have been held up till now.

The reports in the Freie Trbiine
dre incomparably dense and eva-
sive with regard to these discus-
sions. This' applies to the confer-
ences both at Dinslaken and at
Worms. How many participants

were there? What were their po- .

litical and social origins? What
deviations, or differences of opin-
ion came up®? The report on Dins-
laken (No. 20) assures us that in-
ternal democracy was guaran-
teed. At the same time—the sign
of a bad conscience—only a single
vote was mentioned and that one
was unanimous. In cases in which

Draper, on Tour, Poses Dilemma
Of Liberals in St. Louis Talk

ST. LOUIS, April 3—On Sunday,
April 1st Hal Draper, editor of
LABOR ACTION, spoke before
some forty members and friends
of the St. Louis Polities Club on
the Liberal’s Dilemma. In his dis-
cussion Draper very effectively
demonstrated to the audience,
composed almost entirely of left
wing liberals, that American for-
eign policy will be contradictory
to the liberal’s point of view so
long as it represents the foreign
policy of the only remaining vig-
orous capitalist class in the world.

He showed that American. for-
eign policy must support thé most
reactionary elements in the vari-
ous “hot spots” throughout the
world because to support truly
revolutionary movements of the
people in these areas would mean

the eradication of ecapitalism
abroad. The United States gov-
ernment under its capitalist lead-
ership must preserve capitalism

‘at any cost.

Several Sti Louis liberals reals
ized for the first time that a for-
eign policy consistent with their
principles can be obtained only
when that foreign policy is fhe
instrument of a truly socialist
To support anything else is to
government in the United States.
support world-wide reaction and
negate their principles.

The following day Draper
spoke at a meeting of the mem-
bers and friends of the SYL on
the general subject of the Third
Camp and the building of social-
ism in the United States.

detailed reports in the Freie
Tribiine are impossible, it ap-
pears that an internal informa-
tion bulletin for the loeal prepa-
ratory committees is absolutely
essential.

The significance of mentioning
these questions here is this: they
pose the problem of the relation-
ship between the leadership and
the mass of the members_of the
future party. This is a cardinal
question for which there is no
final solution and no finished for-
mula. :

Suffice it to-say here that all
large workers’ parties have here-
tofore failed in the solution of
this problem in the sense that in
every case the leadership has
made itself independent from the
mass, and as a result has become

Relctionsﬁip of the Party to the Masses .

The problem: of inner demoe--

racy, and of a living flow of ideas
and experiences from below to
the top, and from the top down
again, can only be solved with
that kind of a spirit. One will
never be able to take too much
pains-in this sense, and all those
who recognize to what extent this
problem is significant for work-
ers who are seeking the road to
activity will agree with this atti-
tude. “Who will guarantee to us
that you won't become bureau-
cratic too?” That is the question
one meets at every step among
the workers.

In the final analysis the prob-
lem of the organizational rela-
tionships inside the party will al-
so become the problem of the re-
tionship of the party to the mass

‘of the workers. A workers’ party

without a living inner democracy
will sooner or later separate it-
self from the wmasses. .Little by
little it will become diﬂ’exyntiated
from the mass if not even alien
to it, and therein lies the danger
of becoming either a seet, or a
machine for the “subordination
of the workers to the state.”
Once the principle has been ac-
cepted that the future labor party
must be Marxist, revolutionary
and independent of the two pow-
er complexes (Washmgton and
Moscow.—Ed.)it appears to us
that the problem of inner demoec-
racy and of the relationship be-
tween the party and the mass of
the workers is the most important
question. The road of giving an
appearance of effectiveness which
was traveled by the old worker’s
parties, and especially by the

bureaueratic. It appears to us
that the only guarantee lies in a
political life for the lower layers,
and in the democratic rectitude
of the politically educated com-
rades.

The right of the minority to ex-
press its opinions must be in the
statutes. But this too is only the

formal framework which becomes

absolutely worthless if the most
experienced comrades are mot
constantly concerned with its
practical application. And not
only minorities must be able to
defend their positions, It is also
extremely important ‘that .com-

rades who are not yet politically ~ :

educated, who are in a certain
sense unorganized, are also given
a chance to express themselves in:

their-own way, and are helped in~ - .

tellectually.

Stalinist party, must be avoided
at any cost.

Germany and Austria are, ex-
cept for the satellites, the only
countries in Europe in which the
working class has had the living
experience of Stalinism and in
which it is possible at present to
create an independent Marxist
party. The comrades of the Prep-
aratory Commission in Diissel-
dorf have the chance to play a
role of the first importance in
realizing this task. The German

‘working class movement has the

possibility of becoming what it
once was: the vanguard of the
labor movement of all Europe.
The Diisseldorf comrades have
a rich past both in practical ex-
perience and in theory. Neverthe-
less it is difficult. to lift gnes self
sufficiently above one’s gwn. past
—specially when this past is not
yet far behind one—in such a
way that it will influence the
present only in the right direc-
tion. For the Diisseldorf com-
rades, and for all the comrades of

the Preparatory Committees of .

the new party, we express the
hope that they will never fail to

realize their promises in their ac-
tions. We also wish for them that

at every moment they will be able
to assume a critical attitude to-
ward their own actions! that they
will be able to look at their task
through the -eyes of a worker
whose hopes have been repeatedly
disillusioned during the past
twenty years, who-has thus ae-
quired an extremely critical atti-
tude, but who has nevertheless
not lost confidence in the destiny
of his class.
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Delegates For a Fighting Program, But Allow Swing to Machine Control

e (Continued from page 1)

fully under the unchallenged control of an officialdom. at
every point, and in this respect marks a new stage in the

-development of the UAW. The UAW remains a militant

fighting union; at the same time, it moves toward machine
control as power weakens at the base and grows at the
fop. What makes it possible for this trend to develop so
strongly is this: the delegates, who represent the active
cadres of the union, support Reuther's program as a pro-
gram of stubborn defense of the labor movement; they
permit control to slip out of their hands into the hands of
a leadership in which they have complete confidence. This
applies particularly to its main spokesman: Walter Reu-
ther,

On Political Action — Militancy

In the political action discussion, the swing toward
militaney was most clear and most dramatie. At the prev-
jous convention, it was roses for Roosevelt. Showered
with fiowers, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., entered the hall
in 1949 in the midst of a wild demonstration. No one
dared to- criticize the Demoecratic Fair Dealers; the del-
egates impatiently brushed aside any unfavorable refer-
ences to Truman. All that has changed.

Helen Gahagan Douglas, who addressed this conven-
tion, was duly applauded and received the customary
honorary membership in the UAW. But it was open. sea-
son on Truman and his administration. Reuther’s ob-
lique criticisms were understood and appreciated. Mazey’s
blunt attacks were cheered. When he repeated his denun-
ciation of Truman first made at the Washington con-
ference of the United Labor- Policy Committee, the del-
egates voted to print copies of his speech and send them.
all over the country.

. The Resolutions Committee split 6-3 on political action.
Bert Foster of Cleveland local 45, James Schuetz of Buffalo
local 501, and Robert Winters, the committee minority, in-
sisted upon a resolution calling for a labor party. This was
the only minority report of any committee at any session.
[Resolution printed elsewhere in this issuel

The majority resolution took the 1948 position of the
UAW International Executive Board out of moth balls.
In ambiguous and non-committal phrases, it called for
a “new political realignment” but not for a new political
party and resolved “that the International officers,
through the National CIO, request the United Labor
Policy Committee to call a representative conference of
labor in the spring of 1952, prior to the convening of
both old party conventions. The purpose of such a con-
ference would be to analyze the over-all economic and
political situation that then confronts the American

people and to determine the political course that should

be taken in the 1952 campaign.”

The minority resolution, first of its kind to hit the
floor of any UAW convention, clearly and unambiguously
called upon the ULPC “to take steps for the speedy
formation of an independent Labor party in prepara-
in the 1952 campaign.”

After permitting hours and hours to dribble away on
assorted trivial matters, the organizers of the convention
squeezed the debate on political action into a special
night session of the fifth day, a session that was scheduled
to end at 10 P.M. The political reports finally reached the
floor at 9:30! By the time the resolutions were read in
full and brief reports made for each, it was 9:55 and the
delegates, weary and restless with five long days of
speeches and reports behind them, were impatient. Never-
theless, so great was the interest that they voted down
a motion to close discussion and extended the time to
permit three speakers for each side.

"Ken Morris, president of Briggs local 212, reported
for the majority. He comes from Mazey's home local.
Under their leadership, local 212 had always supported
resolutions for a labor party. But times, Morris and
Mazey have changed. He spoke his piece, unenthusiastic-
ally and uninspired. When he concluded, the hall was
silent.

A simple reading of the minority resolution stirred
the tired delegates to applause. Foster, for the minority,
spoke of “the rape of the American people by the Demo-
cratic -and Republican parties.” “I learned all I know
about politics in the UAW,” he said. “I’ve listened to
Reuther and Mazey and always thought they were for a
labor party. Ayone who thinks that Truman and the
Democratic party will carry out our kind of program is
kidding himself.” Unlike Morris, he was greeted with
vigorous applause. So it went in the discussion. Three
weak, apologetic, stumbling speeches for the majority.
One of them concluded: “But I'd like to see a big vote
for the minority. In fact, I'd like to see both adopted!”
A Chicago delegate, speaking for the minority, brought
down the house, “We won a great victory in 1948. We
elected /Harry Truman. A few more victories like that,
and God help the UAW.”

After this short but foir and square discussion, the
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supporters of the majority were subdued: those for the
minority, -enthusiastic. The delegates seemed to be bal-
anced evenly between the two. It is even possible that
the minority might have carried; but Reuther was com-
pelled to enter the discussion in order to guarantee the
victory of the majority. As chairman, he feels free to take
the floor at any time, before, during, or after debate is
ciosed. It is- significant that his intervention was neces-
sary. He welcomed "the sentiments of the minority" but
“supports the good judgement of the majority.” The dif-
ferences, he said, "are not on principles but on strategy;
we're all out for the same objective." The minority "would
isolate the UAW from the rest of the labor movement.,"
he argued. "The UAW is the vanguard of the labor move-
meni" but we must not cut ourselves off from it by poorly
timed moves. "We must think with our heads, not with
our hearts."

After Reuther's speech, the majority resolution was
adopted but the minority still received perhaps 15-20
per cent of the votes. And the sentiments of almost every-
one were clear. Not one speaker iried to defend the
Democratic Fair Dealers. No one denied the necessity of
forming a new party. The debate apparently narrowed
down to a dispute over how, where, and when to estab-
lish it. And so, we will wait patiently and see what
happens in 1952. Will Reuther press inside the labor
movement for his own policy on political action? Will he
carry out his own resolution? If he does it, resolutely
and insistently, the UAW will have moved forward.
CIO conventions have come and gone. Reuther has been
satisfied to let well enough alone. Perhaps, next time. ...

The delegates were for a more vigorous political
policy; they were for fighting program of strike strug-
gles if it was necessary to mobilize the full power of the
union to protect their contracts. Next week Labor Action
will report the details.

Not a Caucus, But a Machi::

At all UAW conventions in the past, the formal ses-
sions were supplemented by rival caucus meetings. A
vigor and life was injected into the official meetings, by
frank and tempestuous debates &t unofficial evening ral-
lies. Democracy reigned in halls and caucus rooms. But
by now, the caucuses are almost completely disintegrated.
The organized opposition has fallen to pieces, split into
a few tiny squabbling fragments, unable to agree on
a token slate for officers. Two Reuther “caucus’™ meet-
ings were held at this convention. But these were only
ornamental rallies where the leadership came, not to
discuss its program, but to beat the drums for it. The
Reuther “steering committee” was a decorative body
handpicked by the regional directors to rubber stamp
decisions already taken by them. The old pro-Reuther
caucus is now shunted aside by the pro-administration
machine. The top officialdom has grown in strength and
tends toward apparatus$ control.

This apparatus is knit together out of the 350-500 staff
officials, appointed by the top leadership and responsible
to it. It is not elected by and cannot be removed by vote
of the rank and file. It is obiigated exclusively to the top
officers. The men who make it up have no independence
of action or speech. They may be and are removed when-
ever their actions offend their bosses. Convention ses-
sions are now supplemented, not by democratic caucuses,
but by this bureaucratic machine. There is nothing novel
in this institution which exists in unions which have been
highly bureaucratized for years. What is new, is its appear-
ance in the UAW as a decisive factor in its internal life.

The administration came to Cleveland with a three
point organizational platform: 1. Conventions every two
years; 2. Local union elections every two years; 3. An

increase in dues from $1.50 to $2.50 per month. At the

last convention, the same proposals met such a hostile
reaction from the delegates that Reuther was forced to
publicly withdraw them. This yea® the bi-annual con-
ventions were voted with little opposition. Annual local
elections were retained, over the  recommendation of the
Constitutional Committee after Reuther, in a magnan-
imous mood, suggested that the delegates might vote as
they saw fit.

It was the fight on the dues question that brought -

to the surface every disturbing tendency. Reuther was
determined to win, come what may. Here for the first
time, the machine was mobilized in action on a grand

scale. He faced serious opposition among his own sup- -

porters and decided to act with near-ruthlessness-in an
atmosphere that became increasingly tense.

The merits of the dues increase is not the decisive
consideration in understanding what took place. It was
on this issue that the administration made its stand; it
might havé been any other. Of paramount significance
are the new methods introduced into the UAW.

At a pre-convention rally of his supporters, Reuther

pointed to the economic gains won by the membership
since 1946 when dues were set at $1.50. He outlined the

tasks ohead and summarized the financial status of the

union and demonstrated the need to build a fighting and
organizing fund 9n preparation for struggles ahead. Two
days later, at the convention itself, Mazey forcefully
argued the same convincing case. 90 per cent of the dele-
gates were undoubtedly swayed by the arguments.

But delegates from big loeals in key centers like
Detroit and Flint, most of them Reuther supporters, had
come to the convention pledged to vote against an increase
and were elected on this pledge. They felt that their

members back in the shops remained unconvinced. They -

knew that the international leadership had done noth-
ing to explain the issues to the ranks. Many of them,
therefore, wanted to settle the question by a membership
referendum at local meetings after a period of discus-
sion. '

1w

Knuckle Under — Or Else! ¢

But Reuther would have no compromise. He went to
work on his crities, selecting a few well-known anti-
administration leaders, like Paul Silver and Kenneth
Forbes, as whipping boys. He excoriated them as anti-
union saboteurs and disruptionists for opposing the in-
crease. “We have democracy in our union. Anyone can
run against me for president and nothing will happen
to him,” and then added ominously, “but that doesn’t
mean we will tolerate union wrecking.” Carl Stellato,
president of the powerful Ford local 600, came to
Reuther’s caucus as a supporter of the administration.
He tried to explain that he, himself was for the increase.
But he had to vote against the convention settinz the
new dues because his own membership had voted 23,000
to 9,000 against it. He asked for a membership referen-
dum. But he was booed down as Reuther heaped the
same abuse upon him as on the others. All hesitant
Reutherites knew what to expect if they persisted in
active opposition on this issue.

. The question was settled long before it hit the conven-
tion floor on the second day. The machine of Interna’ional
Representatives had cogent reasons for swinging into
action; they had been told that their own salary incrcases
hinged on the convention action. They fought with all thg..
bitterness of men fighting for their own livelihood. They
pleaded with the delegates in hotel rooms; they threatened
reprisals against stubborn resisters; they promised effi-
cient service to locals that went along. They were being
squeezed from above and had to press hard on these
below. One International Representative in a fit of drunken
honesty shouted to a group of recalcitrant delegates from
his region. "I have to knuckle down to the top brass and
by God you'll have to knuckle down o me."

Above all they demanded one thing: “Don’t vote for
a roll call.” In a hand vote every delegate gets one vote.
In a roll call, each vote is weighted. Delegates from big
locals carry more votes than those from smaller locals,
A roll call therefore threatened the defeat of the increase.
Besides, a roll call put every delegate on record. A hand
count would permit delegates to vote for the increase
and tell their memberships that they had stood firm
against it. This was the blunt suggestion of the Inter-
national representatives. After the delegations were
whipped into line behind the scenes, the convention
could proceed with all the forms of democracy. Only 450
delegates rose for a roll call; but 700 were required.

The UAW now claims 1,250,000 members, Of these,
perhaps one-fourth to one-third are new members or en-

rolled in newly organized locals. Events passed over

their heads. Reuther’s eloquence and a simple hint from
their international representatives were probably enough
to convince the delegates from such areas. But the dele-
gates from many. big established locals, experienced in
union politics, aware of the UAW’s internal history,
and - sensitive to the feelings of their rank and fil= left
this convention resentful and disillusioned. They heard
Reuther’s ringing phrases and listened in sullen siience.
“Act- like men of principle,” Reuther told the conven-
tion. “Do what you think is right, and then explain it to
the membership. Be leaders. Don’t play petty pclities
with this issue.” It was very impressive to the new-
comer. i

But the oldtimers know what goes on behind the ccenes,
They know about unprincipled maneuvering among tie top
officiais. They know that Reuther himself was never averse
to jockeying with principle and engaging in organizational
deals. They know how large a role this played in Reuther's
own rise to power. They remained unimpressed because
they felt that deception was practiced and hypocrisy
tolerated.

The international officers didn’t bother to prepare the
rank and file for the dues increase. Perhaps they have
discovered that it will be necessary to sell it to the mem-
bership now that it has been adopted. It is certain that
they could have ‘won in ordinary democratic discussion.
But they wanted to be sure and they had to show who
was boss. * .

[{To be continued)
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Page Seven

iligltligltts and Sidelights of the Convention

By WALTER JASON

CLEVELAND, April 7—Neither the press reports nor
the convention procedings are enough to give the full
flavor of the 13th convention of the United Automobile
Workers Union (CIO).

The tone and atmosphere of this convention was set
by the top leaders at the Saturday night Reuther caucus
meeting. It came as quite a shock to some delegates, who
thought Labor Action had been too critical in its esti-
mate in the pre-convention story. Walter Reuther and
Emil Mazey made hard-hitting speeches for a dues in-
crease at the caucus meeting, When Carl Stellato, presi-
dent of-local 600, took the floor to present his argument
for a rank and file referendum, the boos and jeers were
vociferous. “Throw him out; kick him out; what’s he
doing here!” The ferocity of the attack almost stopped
Stellato, who kept pleading he was a right-winger and
belonged in the Reuther caucus.

Detroit’s large delegations got the point of the sharp
polemics against Stellato. In no time, they switched in
favor of a dues increase although elected on an opposite
platform. Briggs 212 delegation led the rest.

P ]
> .

The Reuther leadership cleverly put on the Korea reso-
Iution before the dues increase report. This served fo ex-
pose some of the opponents of the duék increase as "Com-
munist," and increased the difficulties of the Detroit dele-
gations,

The shocking part of the foreign policy debate was not
that this resolution was 100 per cent state department,
without any of the familiar Reuther trimmings, but that
a flag-waving speech, worthy of an American Legion con-
vention, received a spontaneous ovation, and cheers when
the speaker suggested, "Let's drop the apple right on
Mosccw!" referring to the atom bomb. His remark that
Chinese breed like rats was not challenged, nor was his
war-riongering speech rebuked by Reuther, who used to be
sensitive on those points. It took a left-winger to make a
suggestion that the remark about the Chinese be stricken
from the record.

®

After 24 hours of hotel room meetings, delegation
conferences, ete. it was clear to everybody that Reuther
would get the dues increase easily with a hand vote, and
not quite so handily on a roll call vote. Knowing this,
the Reuther leadership used the issue to pound away at
the small and ineffectual anti-Reuther caucus headed by
Kenneth Forbes and Paul Silver. But most important of
all, to give Stellato a work out; as a lesson to any other
pro-Reuther local union leader who might step out of
line,

L ]

All through the convention, it was mainly from the
Michican areas that any significant oppos%on to the lead-
ership's proposals occurred. For the hundreds of new dele-
gates, from all over the country, Detroit and Michigan was
made {o appear as the only place left in the UAW where
“cheap politicians play politics.” Reuther's strictures on
#his score were very popuiar among the new comers.
Among the old hands, cynicism was a dominating mood.
Purely by accident, to be sure, the Michigan delegates

UAW Minority

(Belfm} we print in full the text of the resolution on
political action presented by a minority of the Resolu-
tions Committee at the UAW convention.—Ed.)

WHEREAS: The American people now face a seri-
ous and unparalleled erisis which threatens to rob them
of rights and standards won in years of bitter struggle
and sacrifice.

Recent events demonstrate that an historic turning
point in the political life of the nation imperatively re-
quires the speedy formation of a new political party, a
party which' represents ail working people, in factories,
on farms, in offices, a party which opposes reaction in
every and all forms whether it threafens from the eco-
nomic monopoly of Wall Street and big business, -the dic-
tatorship of Nazism and Fascism, or the totalitarianism of
Soviet Russia and its Communist parties in this and every
other country. What labdr gains in collective "bargaining
it can lose for lack of effective palitical action; what labor
has won on the picket line is now' ‘endangered 'by the
government in Washington. Skyrocketing:inflation and an
unjust wage freeze jeepardizes our living standards; com-
pulsory labor threatens to replace the labor of free men
by a form of forced labor; the Taft-Hartley Law, with its
noforious injunction provisions, especially dangerous in
these times of mobilization, undermines the existence of
our free trade unions, Pt

For many years, an anti-peoples coalition of Dixie-

erats and reactionary Republicans has carried on an un-

relenting fight against labor. This bloc remains what it
has always been: a vicious enemy of all progress, a dis-
grace to American politics. Now labor faces another ad-
versary. It is compelled to beat off a head-on attack
from the Truman administration, which joins the anti-
Iabor forces. It is this fact, recognized by virtually every
union in the country, which poses new and unprecedented
tasks for organized labor.

In 1948, labor helped to elect the Truman adminis- .
tration. together with-a- -whele group-of-eongressmen -be=--

were on the far end of the convention hall, where they
couldn't mix easily with the many other delegations,
L ]

The language of the Reuthér leaders was different
than in other years. Stellato was an “enemy of the
union,” and anyone agreeing with him was “sabotaging
the union.”

The trick, of course, was for the union leadership to
identify itself and its program as the “union.” Anyone
against the Reuther leadership thus was easily placed
in the anti-union category. And the surer the leader-
ship became of its control of*the convention, the harder
the tone, the firmer the grip.

e

One international union representative made the "mis-
take'' of agreeing to run for regional director on a pro-
Reuther slate. He was forced to withdraw, and was fired
temporarily. The lesson to other international representa-
tives is clear: Don't play around anymore. They now un-
derstand they are merely to serve as part of the machine.

. ’ -

At the last convention, the debate over the proposed
expulsion of Tracy Doll and Sam Sage was argued ser-
iously and intently. They were expelled but by a slim
margin. (Incidentally, they were reinstated later by
court action which ruled the action of the convention was
unconstitutional.)

The charges against Doll and Sage were grave. At
this convention, the grievances of Coburn Walker and
his associates against the international union were large,
and vice versa, The Flint publication, the Search Light,
had some very lousy anti-union shop material. But cer-
tainly, nothing they did compared to the charges against
Doll and Sage. Yet the terrific “work-out” that Reuther,
Mazey and Livingston gave Walker was disturbing.
Mazey was brutal. “Sit down and shut up before we sit
you down,” his tough voice, commanded over the micro-
phone, ;

Here was the voice of a leadership that felt itself
firmly entrenched in power. Here was another warning
to anyone who gets out of line!

Behind the scenes, pressure, threats, red-baiting, a scur-
rilous leafiet: all the techniques of a hardened bureaucracy.
On the convention floor, Reuther speaking in reply teo
almost every speaker from the floor, like Phil Murray does
at a steel workers' convention. Speakers carefully chosen,
and as a rule, the unpopular opponents seemed o get the
floor the easiest!

®

At the 1949 convention, the delegates cheered Walter,
Victor and Roy Reuther as three militants who did much
in the early days to build the union. This time, Vie
Reuther was in Europe. Not even a message of greetings
came from him. Why? Did he get fed up with the set-up?
Roy Reuther was an unobstrusive figure very much .in
the background. The speeches and the slurred-over his-
tory of the union gave many new delegates the impres-
sion that Walter Reuther built the union single-handed
and against the sin of factionalism, Second in command
was Emil Mazey, “whose role is not yet appreciated for

CONVENTION OF THE UNITED ' AUTOMOBILE WORKERS—CIO

his part in the early days,” said one speaker. All that
needs to be done now is'a new history of the union!

Changing times: changed people. One of the richest
experiences of any UAW convention was to watch the rank
and file delegates, one way or another, show the leader-
ship who was real boss of the union. In such demonstra-
tions, the Briggs 212 delegation seldom took a back seat.
1+ was aiways in the forefront of militancy and aggressive
anti-bureaucracy moves. At this convention, the main
speaker from the ranks against a labor party now., was
Ken Morris, president of Briggs 212, and long time advo-
cate of a labor party. At a press interview, Emil Mazey
said his own private views were still for a labor ‘party.
At the convention he was silent.

As a matter of fact, the Briggs delegation was one
of the few real bases the Reuther leadership had solidly
on ali questions among the large locals in Detroit. UAW
leaders see this as a sign of maturity. It seems far more
likeiy to be a sign of retrogression.

The tight grip Reuther exercised at the convention
affected not only the critical Reutherites, the skeptical

secondary leaders from Michigan, but also squeezed hard -

at the ACTU influenced delegates, who felt the pressure
from the top as well as the next man. -
o ;
A new note in the UAW: Coburn Walker says Reuther
told him he'd castigate the Flint delegation on the con-
vention floor unless they agree to support Reuther's can-
didate for regional director. The fury on the stage over
Walker's charge was something to see. Mazey, in reply
to a point of information from another delegate, said the
accusation was a damned lie, But Reuther did not reply to
it. On more than one occasion the delegates were put in
the position of deciding things on a personal basis: Whe
was lying? This acid posing of the question in the discus-
sions helped explain some of the vindictive and vehement
attitudes displayed at the convention on both sides. If
was not very pleasant to watch.

For the UAW militants a very difficult period is
ahead. How to adjust their thinking and actions to a
union in which the forms of democracy are still observ-
able, but in which the content has largely been vitiated.

The mass*base of the Reuther leadership is not so
much its one-time appeal to the militant traditions of
the UAW, as it is the hundreds of new and inexperienced
union leaders who know of the,past only what they see
through the distorted vision of a poweér-conscious leader-
ship, and a reading public loaded with prejudice against
“radicals” and the whole decade of the early CIO days.

Outside of a little gesture now and then to “honest
differences of opinion,” to be defined, of course, by the
leadership as its prerogative, Walter Reuther concen-
trated intensely on the organizational problems of the
day. Here was a man who seemed to solve his doubts
and contradictions by a compelling drive to power. He
was impatient and scornful of all crities and eriticism.
His colleagues, except Mazey, were reduced strictly to
the background instead of a Reuther caucus, he was
intent on building a Reuther machine, built in his own
image, and without any real dependence on secondary
leaders, or the rank and filé democracy that was the
heart of the UAW, . '

Resolution: For a Lahor Party

cause they promised to fight for a liberal program, for
what was called a “Fair Deal” But, with few exceptions,
they have openly and unashamedly betrayed their prom-
ises to the people.

Instead, the Administration has turned over control of
all mobilization machinery to the representatives of big
business and Wall Street. It promulgates a tax program
which makes equality of sacrifice a mockery; makes the
rich richer; and the poor poorer. It adopts a fraudulent
price program of inflation and an unfair wage freeze pro-
gram of deflating the real income of workers. It abandons
ali pretext of fighting for rent control and a decent hous-
ing program. It gives up any effort for repeal of the Taft-
Hartley Law. It makes only feeble gestures for civil rights
while discrimination throughout the land, especially in the
armed forces, continues. !

When labor registered its protests against this reac-
tionary trend of government policy and resigned first
from the Wage Board and then from all defense boards,
it was viciously attacked in the public daily press by the
newspapers-which voice the opinions of big business. At
a .time .when, we needed and ‘still need the active aid of
every true supporter of labor, it is a brute fact that
virtually none of the old party politicians whom we
helped to elect speak out in justification of our course
and defend on the floor of Congress and in publi¢ debate
our action in quitting the mobilization boards. ’

These so-called Fair Dealers have turned out to be fake
dealers. Their fair deal has become a raw deal. Truman
has ceased giving even lip-service to social legislation.
The fight for a real Fair Deal now depends upon labor and
upon the party it must-and will create. The parties of big
business, the Democratic and Republican Parties, exposed
by the Kefauver Committee as hopelessly corrupt ma-
chines, must make way for the new first party of the
common people, a democratic party of Liberals—Farmer
and Labor.

With the exception of the miners, organized labor is
now united for the first time in history in its United

Labor Policy Committee (ULPC). It is already on the
right track. By getting off the boards, it repudiated re-
sponsibility for Truman’s program and refused to serve
as window dressing for it. It was this step that at least
slowed down the trend toward reaction.  Labor now need
only complete the job by declaring its independence from
T{'uman’s Democratic Party and refusing to serve as
window dressing for it. Such a step taken at this critical
Juncture will effectively rally all the American people
and strike fear into all the anti-labor elements. :
Faced by a crisis similar to what we face today, the

British Trade Union movement founded its Lahor party.

And today this party has won the support of the people

of Britain, rules the destiny of that nation and rebuilds

the devastated country under the real control of the
working people.

In (_Ia.nada, the common people already have their
own_pohtlcal party, the Cooperative Commonwealth Fed--
eration (CCF), a party which carries on the ficht in:
their interests. :

United States Labor must now take- its place mth

them. Now, therefore, be it : "
RESOLVED: I, That this convention calls upon the United
Labor Policy Committee (ULPC) #o convoke a representa-

tive congress of labor to take steps for the speedy forma-

tion of an independent Labor Party in preparation for the
1952 elections. Toward the end of forming such a party,

which fights the reaction of Wall Street as well as of the |
Kremlin, we propose that labor approach other groups

representing the plain people of America.

.II. That the UAW-CIO intensify and exand its political .
?chan program setting up independent political machinery
in every Congressional District where it has membership,

carrying on political education and action not only before
election day but 365 days a year. )
Submitted by:
Bert Foster e
James Schuetz
Robert Winters
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l‘u:ge Eight

The SWP and the Demonstrations Against Franco

Another Experience—And

By 'ALBERT GATES

The politics of the Socialist
Workers Party, the self-styled

~ %“orthodox Trotskyists,” has for

years been a rather weird phe-
nomenon. Its response to political
problems of the day shift from a

-hard-shell jungle radicalism to a

type of anti-Stalinism which oft-
en borders on semi-Stalinism. The
reason for the latter is that the
SWP regards Stalinism as an in-
tegral and legitimate part of the
working class movement. It com-
pounds a self-defeating confusion
on the question of Stalinism with
practical stupidities that defy or-

~dinary intelligence.

A ease in point is the recently
held New York united picket line
before the Spanish Consulate. A
brief recapitulation of the event
is necessary before dealing with
the role of the SWP in this small-
seale but excellent demonstration
of solidarity with the Barcelona
strikers.

1SL TOOK INITIATIVE

In response to the call of the
POUM and Le Batalla, the Inde-
pendent Socialist League took the
initiative in bringifig into motion
some kind of public defense of
the Spanish workers, as well as a
public protest against the repris-

als of the Spanish fascist regime:-

The Socialist Party and the So-
cialist Workers Party were con-
tacted simultaneously and asked
to join the ISL in a common call
for such a protest. The SWP,
surprisingly enough (considering
past experiences), agreed to the
proposal, while the Socialist Par-
ty rejected it on the ground that
the SWP was participating.

Under the ecircumstances, the
ISL and SWP went ahead with
plans for the picket line and
called a larger conference of oth-
er organizations to join with
them. Knowing full well the posi-
tion of the SWP, the ISL hesi-
tently agreed to narrow the issue
of the picket line to the Barcelona
events and the Franco totalitari-
@an regime, proposing only a gen-
eral slogan against totalitarian-
ism.

The mistake consisted in adopt-
ing the premise that such an issue
could be confined when as a mat-

-fer of fact, the issue of totali-
farianism, of dictatorship, is a uni--

versal issue. The struggle against
one form of totalitarianism cannot
be carried effectively without a
general struggle against all its
manifestations. Given the present
world situation, clarity on the is-

sue of Stalinism, masquerading as

a working class movement, is of

+he highest importance. Any gen-

uine progressive, democratic and

.- socialist struggle, no matter what

‘- * anti-Francoe,
as well as-a considerable number

its proportions, must clarify itself
instantaneously on Stalinism before

.it can hope to make any serious
. progress. This
-brought out repeatedly in recent

lesson has been

history.

" AGAINST STALINISM!

In the enlarged conference

. called by the ISL and SWP, the

question of Stalinism was raised
by a representative of the Liber-
tarian Socialist League. He asked
that the picket line carry some
slogans which would distinguish
it in the minds of the public from

. .a Stalinist action and Stalinist

organizations  and proposed that

. such a slogan might be: “Against

Totalitarianism on Both Sides of
the Iron Curtain.” His organiza-

tion, he advised, could not go .

along with the action unless some
such distinetion was made. He
was not alone. The representative
of the Spanish International Anti-
Fascist Solidarity declared that
he could not understand why the
conference should not speak out
openly and frankly on the ques-
tion of Stalinism because of its
‘special bearing on. the Spanish
question.

_ The reader must bear in mind

. thaf ot this point, the conference

had already adopted over a dozen
anti-Fascist slogans,

dealing with the role of the United
States in supporting and saving
the rotten Falangist regime in
Spain. These slogans called for an
end of financial aid to Spain, the
breaking off of relations with
Franco, and no arms to his regime.
There was no mistaking what the
character of the picket line would
be with so many slogans dealing
with the issue itself. What these
people wanted was some kind of
distinguishing mark from Stalin-
ism. g

SWP SAYS NO!

The SWP at first rejected the
above proposition. Its represent-
ative stated gquite correctly that
a united front has to be based
upon some agreement and that
the SWP had agreed to sponsor
the conference on the basis of
limiting the issue to Spain and
America’s role in relation to it.
He cautioned the conference
against other action since such
action would make it impossible
for his organization to go along
with it, for its views on Stalin-
ism were quite different from
those present.

Instead of accepting that, the
ISL sought to compromise the is-
sue, and it did this by proposing
the adoption of the slogan: Down
with Totalitarianism Everywhere!
The ISL pointed out that while it
was true that sharp differences

did exist on the nature and role’

of Stalinism, it did not under-
stand how the SWP, given its
- public pronouncements on the
subject could possibly object to
any slogan relating to the total-
itarian nature of Stalinism and
its dictator Stalin. The SWP
often uses precisely these terms
in its own press. It was after a
| discussion of this nature that its
representative finally agreed to
the broad anti-totalitarian slogan
proposed by the ISL.

In the course of the week, when
the signs were being prepared for
the picket line, the sign-maker
proposed to draw caricatures of
Franco and Stalin on the placard
carrying the above slogan, to il-
lustrate the slogan itself. Mindful
of the untenabie position of the
SWP, its representative was tele-
phoned and advised of the pro-
posal. He rejected it out of hand!
Why? Fro what intelligent, prac-
tical reason? See if we can figure
it out,

The SWP replied that it would
consider such caricatures if Pres-
ident Truman were added to the
list! Why Truman? Is he the
personification of a totalitarian
regime in the United States? No,
but the demonstration is held for
two purposes: anti-Franco and
U. 8. administration policy to-
ward Spain. But, you reply, there
will be forty signs dealing with

Picket

CHICAGO

(Continued from page 1)

were driven to engage in a Gener-
al Strike in a country where not
only strikes but any type of pro-
test or expression of opinion is
punishable by long imprisonment,
Yet they wailked out to a man in
protest against the oppression and
corruption of the dictatorship that
had reduced them to a state of
permanent semi-starvation,

“Part of this desperation result-
ed from their knowledge of the
steps being taken by the U. S. to
help dictator Franco. They knew,
because Franco's press crows
about it every day, that Franco
had received a big loan from the
Export-lmport Bank -of the U. S.
Government. They knew that our
Government had helped push
through the United Nations deci-
sion to resume 'normal’ diplomatic
relations with Madrid. And' they
knew that every day the United

that. Well, comes the answer, we
have many disagreements on the
question of Stalinism. But how do
such disagreements prevent you
from putting a caricature of
Stalin as a totalitarian on an es-
sentially democratic slogan which
distinguishes you from Stalin-
ism? Well . . . they ean’t go along
with such a proposal.

A MISTAKE WAS MADE

And so the pidket line, excellent
though it was, did not clearly
and unmistakably distinguish it-
self in a dramatic and forceful
way from Stalinism, ‘“‘the syphilis

Its Lessons ¢

of the labor movement.” And only
because a prior agreement with
the Cannonites was adhered to.
A mistake was made—not a de-

- eisive one, nor of epoch-making

proportions, but a mistake never-
theless.

In Chicago, where a like
tempf was made to organize
same kind of a picket line, the
‘SWP refused to go along with the
conference because the Stalinists
and their organizafions were not
invited! There is nothing fatal in
the absence of the SWP. The Chi-
cago Conference went ahead
with a picket line that stood out

at-
the

for its clarity on the important is-
sue of Stalinism. To repeat, any
democratic, anti-fascist struggle,
whatever the issue, that does not
cut itself loose from Stalinism and
semi-Stalinism, cannot clearly,
forcefully and effectively wage the
struggle for democracy. :

In dealing with the fumbling
SWP on this great question of
our time, one has the feeling that
he is dealing with a politically
punch-drunk fighter who cannot
find his own seat between rounds;
but always finds himself sitting
down in the Stalinist opponent’s
lap.

BY RICHARD TROY

The demonstration in front of
the Spanish Consulate on 53rd
Street caught many stray eyes,
and caused considerable chatter.
“What do you think we can do
with these undesirables?” -asked
one well-dressed woman; obvious-
ly distressed with the scene of
125 demonstrators marching on
the other side of the street. The
man to whom she spoke, who was
busy operating a movie camera,
replied: “I ain’t got time to think,

lady .. :got to keep this machine
going . . . an irteresting crowd
« .. huh?’

“I don’t think they're interest-
ing,” she retorted, and walked
away, in disgust. For others, of
course, it was a spectacle, “Every-
one wants to act,” a man said to
the woman operating the news-
stand, “and today this gang gets
its chance.” “Yeah, they seem to
be having a lot of fun,” remarked
the next man.

At that moment the demonstra-
tors broke out with “Solidarity
Forever,” and the street was
ringing with noise. “. . . the union
makes us strong. ...”

"That's right,"" said the news-
stand operaftor. "The union makes
us strong.” "Aw, what have unions
ever done for us?" asked a small,
wiry woman standing nearby.
“These guys are a bunch of reds,”
said the next fellow. "Hear them
talking about unions . . . that's red
stuff.”

The newsstand operator was
persistent. “Communism’s got
nothing to do with this. Those
people believe in unions and so do
I. My husband has been in unions

Line S

States is pressing Franco and
Great Britain to agree to the in-
clusion of Spain in the Atlantic
Pact.

"These steps mean that Franco
will be given enough arms and
money to keep the Spanish people
under his heel!"

At the first meeting of the
united front committee the repre-
sentatives of the Socialist Work-
ers Party (Cannonites) refused
to join in planning or participat-
ing in the demonstration when
their own proposals’ were defeat-
ed. The SWP wanted to invite the
Communist Party, its Labor
Youth League and the Young
Progressives to join the united
front. After considerable discus-
sion, all groups in the committee
voted down the SWP proposals on
the grounds that for good reasons
the POUM’s appeal for aid had

not been directed to.the Stalinists

and that a consistent anti-totali-
tarian position. would. not admit

REACTIONS TO THE NEW YORK PICKET

Worker: “That Franco’s No — — Good!” |
Bourgeois: “Turn a Hose on Them!”

since he was seventeen. We stand
by them.” i

I moved on, somewhat encour-
aged, only to be confronted with
an extremely distinguished look-
ing gentlemen getting into his
Buick. He stood there, watching
intently, for several minutes. A
hefty, but small, man walked up
and said, “why in hell don’t the
cops turn a hose on them?”

“The sooner the better,” the
other gentleman replied, and he
got into his car and drove away.

I tried to persuade the janitor
of the building across from the
consulate, whose eyes were pin-
ned to the demonstration for the
entire hour, that the slogan
“Down with Totalitarianism Ev-
erywhere,” meant that the march-
ers were against Stalin as well
as Franco. “Oh, no, you don't
know these reds,” he said, “they’ll
use any damn slogan just to
throw you off the track. ¥ . .’
“Sure,” said another man who

was eavsdropping, *. . . you can
be sure when a guy’s yelling
against Franco he's a red.

Franco’s the only cne over there
that got rid of the reds, you know.
Besides,” he added, “do you see a
single Spaniard over there in that
parade?” This stumped me, and
I left.

“Down with butcher Franco ...
Down with butcher Franco,” the
chant was going. A taxi-driver
emerged from his cab for a mo-
ment to get a look. “Fine . . . fine,”
he muttered audibly. "You ap-
prove?" | asked. "Sure . . . one
thing | know . . . that Franco's
no — — — good."

He laughed, "Ho, ho . . . the

LINE

Catholic worker is in there. What
is the Pope gonna say to that!"
He seemed highly satisfied with the
demonstration, gave it one last
look, and drove away.

I returned to the newsstand,
which was, after all, my ideologi-
cal home, on the other side of the
street. The proprietor was still
in her pro-union frame of mind.
The demonstrators were shouting
“Up with Freedom, Down with
Franco,” moving the placards
rhythmiecally with the chant, a
very infectious moment. Her
hands were moving in time with
it, as if she 'were holding a little
placard herself.

Two Spaniards walked briskly
by, toward Park Avenue, chatting
in Spanish. They stopped, and
looked, almost incredulously, at
the scene. I .approached and
asked them if they were connect-
ed with the consulate. “No, but
this is an outrage,” one of them
said in crisp tones. With no fur-
ther words, they econtinued to
walk to Park Avenue.

The BEST recent book
on the labor movement— .

"The UAW and
Walter Reuther"

by
Irving Howe and B. J. Widick
$3.00 ) Rand

Order from:

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Street

New York 11, N. Y.

tory — —

working with them. The Cannon-
ites, who walked out of the united
front committee meeting, objected
also to any inclusion of picket
signs critical of Stalinism, which
would differentiate the demon-
stration specifically from the
Stalinists.

NEW YORK CITY

(Continued from page 1)

Socialist Workers Party in an ef-
fort to form a united front com-
mittee which would call for the
organization of such a picket line,
The Socialist Workers Party ac-
cepted the invitation while the
Socialist Party informed us they
would not picket on the same line
with the SWP. A joint call was
sent out by the Independent So-
cialist League and the Socialist

Workers Party to a number of °
Those who re-~

organizations.
sponded held a planning meeting

which decided on all aspects of
the demonstration. -

Participating in Saturday’s
picket line were representatives
of the following organizations:
Independent Socialist League, So-
cialist Workers Party, Libertari-
an Socialist League, New York
Student Federation Against War,
Solidaridad International Anti-
fasecista, Students’ Union to Re-
sist War (CCNY), Students Left
Unity Group, Spartacus Club of
NYU, the Internationalist Social-
ist Youth, the Socialist Youth
League and The Catholic Workerk

The picket line was a success-
ful, colorful demonstration. The

participating organizations took'

their stand for liberty for the

Spanish people and against the .

Franco regime. The American la-
bor movement must take a like
stand, and push for vigorous ac-
tion, It ig its voice, its aid for,

which the 'Spanish people are =

hopefully awaiting.
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