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FIVE CENTS

O-n-e-Man Anti-Red Drive

This wasn’t Standley’s first
blow for freedom. Earlier in the
year, as the San Francisco Chron-
icle reported on February 17:

“The city council of San Diego
. rejecting President Roose-,

Don't forget Admiral William
H. Standley (U. 8. Navy, re-
tired) among the -staunch -de-
fenders of the American way of
life against 'the Russian menace.
The admiral lets nothing get by
him. .

On December 15 he demanded
.of the city manager of San Diego,
Calif., that the city take down its
Christmas stars on.top of the
civic center because they remind-
ed him of the red star of Russia.

San Diego’s Christmas “stars
were red too.

The ,City manager informed
the wide- awake defender of de-
mocracy that the decorations
were under the supervision of the
Chamber of Cominerce.

But Standley, besides knowing
poxt.from- .starbeard, is also a
_ambassador to Russia,
and he knowg a red star when he
sees one..

loolriny Backward
At 1950 Headlines

By GORDON HASKELL

. The war in Korea marked such a sharp turning-point in
the year 1950, as well as in the history of the world, that it
is fairly.easy even for thinking persons to forget that the
general trends which have been intensified and speeded up
by the war were with us long before it began.
The turn of the year seems as good a time as any to take a full look
at the last twelve months. Perhaps such a glance at the past will help
. us to remember that the present plight of the world is not a product of
the decisions made by a few powerful government figures in the past
few_months but rather of the social forces for which these individuals
are but the most- poworﬁl temporary spokesmen.
‘The mam headline in LABOR ACTION for January 9, 1950 reads:

“Trumun Message Sees Fair Deal in Year 2000—What
Does He Propose for Today?"

The article deals with the president’s annual State of the Union
message, At that time, it should be recalled, the country was still in
a state of economic stagnation which had set in several months before.
The president was urging businessmen to invest and workers to work
harder. And he predicted that, if the full effort of the nation were
put forth, by the year 2000 we will all be able to live in security-and
comfort, lf not even in luxury. =

Today, with the country approaching full mobilization for war, the
prospects of plenty for -all under capitalism by 2000 are, to put it
politely, very dim. In fact, the whole trend of events has been such
that Truman’s speech seems to come from a different historic era.
And: that. was just one year ago.

Iaﬁle ‘aver Formosa Ignoru Formosa's Right to Freedcrn
" {Jenuary 16)

ﬂle article under this headmg énds: “Socialists should defend the

r:ghtsﬂ)f the Free Formogans. Its people have a right to peace and

th1§ is posmbie- only through independence. Socialists should ‘oppose

the:Btalinist invasion as much as the Chinese dictatorship [of Chiangl].

Thzs;program for a Free Formosa also applies to other areas such

.~ as . ‘Tibet: Let the people- declde their own future! That is the only
.. - mc md 9

G old more have happened during one year to conﬁrm the eorrect—

if "'-poh{'.lcal proposal? .

.'Reverses Anti-Franco Line; Move Wlll Ald Spunish
ists {Jmumry 30) o :

g ﬁmy of: Washmgton to seek any rmhtary al!y agamst Russna
' ‘of i:he effect on the anti-S

. >

doms’ as a war memorial inserip-
tion after Admiral William H.
Standley, USN, retired, objected
to the ideology involved ... Ex-
plaining the representations he
made to several council members,
Standley, Mr. Roosevelt’s ap-
pointee as ambassador to Russia
in 1942 . . . said: ‘Two of the
four freedoms on President
Roosevelt’s list are highly inap-
propriate for such a plaque.
Freedom from want is a Russian,
communistic slogan. A fellow who
is free from want is dead. Free-
dom from fear is a political slo-
gan. Our American pioneers did
not have to apologize for their
fear of the Indians.””

velt’s listing of the ‘Four Free-
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THE HARD LESSON OF
THE DEFEAT IN KOREA

By BEN HALL

When its troops were driven back from the Manchurian border in headlong retreat '

the United States began to lose faith in its magical powers. :
Up to that moment, full confidence prevailed that no power or. group of powers could

defy the United States, at least not successfully. From the founding of the republic, every
wartime foe went down to an inevitable humiliating and crushing defeat. America’s
preponderant industrial might, easily and quickly transformable into invincible mllltary

superiority, would paralyze

Paul Hoffman, former ECA director, expressed this wishful thought most suceinetly -'

any other enemy with fear.

when he reassured an uneasy nation that our powerful modern productive equipment
and unmatched instruments of warfare could ward off all the “hordes” of Asm &esp:te
our inferiority in populationt and in military manpower.

Canned public opinion saw danger only in our own easy—gomg an(r tole: erant nature._ 2

If a potential aggressor erroneously suspected that the Uhited States, grown sleek -and
fat and dull, would tolerate an encroachment on its interests anywhere, then we might
be plunged into an unexpected and unnecessary war to put the presumptuous pewer back

in its place. But if we made clear that the United States would fight if preveked, its

enemies would quail before aroused '‘American righteousness and slink back 1nt0 sullen

passivity.

It was this simple-minded faith in the power of bellicosity that finally explalns U S.

intervention, even after every respons:hle public figure had drawn the.limits ‘of America s

sphere of influence outside
the borders of Korea.

But now the U, S. is being

‘defeated in Korea and this

ill - founded is

gone.
The shock has been all the

more staggering, all the more in-
comprehensible because the de-
feat has been inflicted by armies
of Orientals. If popular Ameri-
can prejudice ranges all other
nations in a descending seale of
contempt, a special place under
the very bottom of the last rung
was reserved for the peoples of
the~East and beneath them all,
the Chinese! Immigrants might
enter our sacred shorés from any
country, but not the yellow races.
They were locked beyond the pale
‘of human decency, stripped of
every civilized attribute,

END OF A MYTH

All these quaint ideoclogical ec-
cenfricities which once ornament-
ed American world policy now go
in the waste basket with. warn-out
Christmas tinsel. Fitted out with
modern weapons, even  second-

confidence

_ hand equipment captured from the

Japanese or Kuomintang—inspired
with slogans and ideas, even the
false and misleading ideoclogy of
Stalinism—they have been able fo
inflict a decisive setback on the
armies- of the most powerful in-
dustrial nation in. history.

The Chinese form .a mnation of
perhaps 400,000,000 people. But
the  Koreans number less than

of the Chinese into the war, wt;en
only North Koreans fought on

‘the Stalinist side, a vast mobili-,

mtwn of men and matemal

o talinist; democratie, and soélasi-.- :
Mlllll W-W 4) e

30,000,000.- Even before the entry-
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By HENRY JUDD

PARIS, "Dec. 25—After a slow
start marked by numerous legal
and extra-legal efforts on the
part of the Stalinists to block the
~proceedings, the trial of David
Rousset, French author and a
leading ~anti-Stalinist, against
Les Lettres Francaises, a weekly
published by and for French Stal-
inist intellectuals, has ‘moved
rapidly to a leading position in
the, political life of France. The
furor and storm kicked up by the
trial promise to outdo that created
by the nmow famous Kravchenko
affair of last year.

In fact, there is a strono- pos-
sibility that the Stalinists, open-
ly attacked in their weakest spot
—the existence of Slave labor
camps in Russia—may receive a
much severer propagandist blow
during these proceedings than
last year.

For one thing, the |ss||e is cleur-
er and more concrefe: Do or do
not concentration camps-exisf to
which  citizens, of non-citizens of
Russia may be sent by a mere ad-
ministrative declaration of the

NKVD, without charge or hearing? -

And the #rial seems o have been
betfer  prepared and conducted
than that around the highly con-
irevaranl figure’ of Kravchenko.

For another thlng. whatever :

Rousset Trial Exposes
Slave Labor in Russia

revolutionist who has earned the
right by his work and.writings
(he is a former inmate of a
concentration camp)
about and against concentration
camps, cannot easily be slan-
dered, despite the almost hyster-
ical efforts of the Stalinists.

After spending several lengthy

sessions in attempting to prevent
a hearing of the many witnesses
summoned, and finding this path
blocked, the Stalinists have final-"
ly begun a defense. This will con=
stitute the final phase of the trial
which is expected to .end. _before
New Years, at which” “time the

azis
to speak -
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judges (no jury exists in France °

during trials for slander and def-
amation) must dqcu}e :whether
Rousset told 'the tmtﬁ or not
when he stated the exzstencg- of

a huge “Stalinist universe of con-

centration camps,” holding  per-

haps 10 millions of human beings. *

PROVED TO.THE HILT

Needless to say, the problem is- &
a highly delicate one for the
French -government- and -its for- }

eign relations, but no effort has
yet: been made to hinder-or pre--

vent the conclusion of the: trial

the coterie of French intellectuals;,

| headed\ V- Jean-l"'aul Sartre - who

Perhaps most secandalous of all -
has been the hostile attitude of -
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By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA, December 13—
Last night, an anti-Stalinist caucus
‘in the local branch of the National
ASsoeciation for the Advancement
of Colored People won a close elec-
tion contest at the annual meeting.

Dr. Harry Green took the presi-
.dency by a margin of only twelve
votes over the “Unity” slate can-
didate, A. William Hill. Green's
_running mates, who were all elect-
ced by narrow margins over the
2Stalinists’ candidates, are: The Rev.
Leon Moore. first vice-president:
Kenneth Burnham, second vice-
president; C. W. Maxwell, treas-
urer; and Mrs. Bette Smith Mar-
shall, recording secretary. The
anti-Stalinists also won 26 of the
30. Executive Board posts.

The margin of vietory of the
slate ‘headed by Dr. Green was
smaller than expected. Just one
month ago the same forces had
"won their first major victory in
over five years by electing all nine
members of the nominating com-
mittee by more than a 3 to 2 edge.
According to NAACP rules, the
nominating committee draws up
an official slate of candidates for
the general elections ta be held at
the annual meeting one month
later. *
~Last night, the anti-Stalinists
therefore held the considerable
mechanical advantage of having
the names of their handpicked can-
didates printed on the official bal-
lot. The Stalinists were forced to
nommate their candidates from the
fleor by nominating. petitions and
to ask the voters fo write in these
additional names in the blanks
provided on the ballot..

NEW BLOOD IN

On the other hand, the Stalinisis
also had assets which-they used to
good advantage. As incumbents in
office they had a better acguain-
tance with the active branch mem-
bership .or rather with the rem-
nants surviving their purges. They
were able to use the facilities of
the offices. Most important they
had sole possession of the member-
ship files. There is no doubt.that
quite a few voting credentials were.
tailor-made for last night's meet-

" ing.

. Only 260 people of a member-
ship of over 3800 attended the elee-
#ion meeting, This. indicated that
neither group was dble to generate.
any tremendous enthusiasm in the

"Negro community. It appears that

the Stalinists underestimated their
chances of taking the .eleetions and
the opposition was a bit too com-
placent after haying swept -the
nomiinating committee contest. The

‘rebilding of wide support, inter-

est, and parhmpatmn in the branch
will bé_the number one task in the

p_enod .ahead.,

Last night's_elections. did matk
some substantial gains. The  inept
and: macleqnate nominal leadership
of- The Rev.. E. Theodore Lewis
was. replaced. The. personalities
mnst closely . assoeiated with . the
Communist Party ne longer hold
ppglnons of contrel in the branch.

_ There are many -new faces on the

Opinion-
Dr. George Gallup, the pollster,
has come. up, with an opinion

- -whiéh sounds-better than his pre-

dictions. He:says the present for-

_elgn-plopag‘mda program of the

Staté Department is like trying “to
conivert people to our point of
view by sendme out: posteards - of
'tlm Blaoklvn Bridge,”
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WEEK- by WEEK...

LABOR.ACTION screens and
~_@nalyzes the week's. news,
discusses  the . current- prob-
lems .of labor. and seéialism:

"‘ A* sub is’ anly 52 a yeur"

‘sia is still a “workers’ state,”

Executive Board since two-thirds
of the old board were wholly in-
active, Various vital sections of
the community are well represent-
ed, particularly the organized la-
bor movement by three prominent
local leaders plus some rank and
filers.

SWP MANEUVER

The elections marked a defeat
not only for the Communist Party
but also for the Socialist Workers
Party. For the last several years
the SWP followers were support-
ers (and none too critical ones) of
the Stalinist leadership. Recently
they were treated so shabbily by
the administration that they made
a fast realignment with the anti-
Stalinist caucus. Their conversion
was accepted in good faith, which
proved to be most undeserved.

After the nominating committee
had prepared a slate which met
caucus approval, the recent SWP
candidate for Senator, Mrs. Clyde
Turner, reported that a mass
movement to draft Mrs. Goldie

y NAACP Election

Geldman to the executive board
was under way. The caucus at-
tempted to persuade Mrs. Turner
and Geldman not to heed the
siren’s call but to ne avail.

" Evidently the masses were some-
what wiser for only eight turned
out to vote for the Geldman can-
didacy. No one knows just whom
the Geldman forces cut from the
caucus slate but one loyal, hard-
working,,competent caucus candi-
date found himself with eight
votes less than the rest of the
ticket and four votes too few to se-
cure a seat on the board.

The new officers take office in
January. The branch must liter-
ally be rebuilt. Assistance from
the national office will be given in
the person and financial support
of an executive secretary but the
backbone of the branch will have
to be the stalwarts of the anti-
Stalinist “Friends of the NAACP"
caucus which has just wrested con-
trol of the branch from the Stal-
inist incumbents.

Rousset

(Centinued from page 1)

whom they have offered another
illustration of political capitula-
tion. The miserable official-Trot-
skyist sect in France has joined
hands with the Stalinists in de-
nouncing this effort to turn the
light of public opinion on the
fate of Russid’s millions of slave
laborers.

Fortunately, the trial continues
and becomes each day more dev-
astating to the Stalinists who
have perhaps never received such

damaging publicity in this coun-.

try. From observing one session
in the crowded éourtroom and fol-
lowing the details in the press, it
is our opinion that the trial
brought by Rousset has been com-
pletely justified and conducted
in a manner which cannot be
criticized.

Rousset, basing his case upon
official Russian documents and dec-
larations, plus the testimony of in-
numerable witnesses. who experi-
enced Russian "justice” at first
hand, has proved to the hilt the
existence of an enormous slave-
labor system within Russian tferri-
tory, and has justified his demand
that a committee of former pris-
oners and deportees in Nazi con-
centration camps should be per-

[Comrade Larry Foster recent-
ly vesigned from the Socialist
Workers Party to join the Inde-
pendent Secialist League.

L
By LARRY FOSTER

Since leaving the Socialist Work-
ers Party (Cannon's "official Trot-
skyis#s™) over o month and a haif
ago, | have had to draw o balance
sheet on the SWP .and the present
crisis. within that organization, on
thé meaning &f its political posi-
tien and #he direction in which it
leads. .

While' the socialist left today
finds itself weak in the face of
the two big war camps, the of-
ficial-Trotskyist section of the
Marxist- movement is impotent
and incapable of giving the work-
ing class correct leadership be-
cause of its bankrupt program.
The heart of the, matter is the
Russian question, We cannot get
away from it: that qtiestion is
the basis of our policies as far as
they concern the Stalinist move-
ment here in this country aml in
the west of the world.

In April 1948 the second con-
gress of the Fourth International
met and decided that, while Ras-
its
satellite countries in East Europe
were . capitalist states, moving
toward “structural assimilation”
into the USSR. At that time, Has-
ton, of the British section of the
International supported the the-
sis, that these countries were also
“degenerated workers’ states.”
His position was a logical exten-
sion of that held for Russia by
Trotsky and. the Fourth Interna-
tional: if Russia is still a “work-
ers' state” primarily because of
the nationalization of. economy,
even. though no other conquests
of the Russian Revolution re-
mained, then the new. Stalinist
satellites must also be “workers’
states,” since there too industry
had been predominantly natnona]-
ized.

At the congress, Haston’s po-
sition was voted down. He was
aceused of “capitulation to Stalin-
ism,” and.for. quite a,while the
Pntlsh group. was tic whipping
boy. of  the International. Today

~we find that Haston’s position on

the nature of the East Europe
satellites is_being defended by
leading comrades, such as Pabls
in the Fourth International and
E. R. Frank, Bartell and Hangen
in. the SWP. They. argue that
prroperty.-has.been nationalized, the
capitalist class. has. been expro-

The Crisis in the SWP Group

Highlighted by Recent Convention Discussion

priated politically and economic-
ally, and, since their economy is
thereéfore the same as Russia’s,
they too are “degenerated work-
ers’ states.”

DODGING THE: ISSUE

The second position held in the
SWP, by a.majority of its leader-
ship ({lefen(!ed by Stein, Wright,
Warde, et al.), is essentially the
one officially adopted by the 1948
world congress: the East Europe
satellites are capitalist states
moving toward “structural as-
similation” with Russia. They con-
sider that Stalinism acts as a
“copitalist state,” as are the satel-
and pillaging this satellite zone.

The third position, put forward
by, the Johnson. group, challenges
both, but does so on the basis of
the view #that Russia itself is a
“capitalist.state,” as dre. the satel-
lites: | disagree, with this view, but
there is no doubt-that—given the
cliaracter of the other two posi-
tions—it has enabled Johnsén to
point strongly to the dangers of
the official-Trotskyist policy . (both
majority and minority) and to
warn wheére it wiil lead,

A few months ago, the John-
son group. put out an 80-page
discussion bulletin which caused
quite a bit of conversation in the
party. [See. LABOR ACTION,
Nov. 6, “The End of an Exper-
ience,” for a discussion of this
bulletin in relation to the SWP
—Edy]. This was the first time
ini three: years that the .Johnson
group had opened their mouths
to say anything on the main. is-
sues of the day since they left
the Workers Party to join the
SWP.

Some time in September, an
SWP membership meeting was

. held at which George Clark (for

the majority) gave the party’s
views on Yugeslavia, followed by
John-G. Wright and Johnson pre-
senting - their own. After this,
there was a few -weeks' discus:
sion in the. youth braneh. On
Ockober 16, after the publication
of “the Johnson bulletin, another
membership meeting was® held at
which Wiirde - debated ' Johnson.
In this debate, Warde’s line was
to eharge Johnson with not un-
derstanding ‘and using seientific
Marxisiy, with being-an “idealist”
and an “unconscious Christian”
[}]. He:did net even take ‘up the
real issues involved:

NO VOTE TAKEN

Johnson. was able. to. make a
devastating -attack on the SWP

_ _pgsi_,r.j,en.- He stressed: the point: if

Stalinism is capable of creating
“workers’ states,” then it is cap-
able of making and leading the
social . revolution; what then re-
mains as the historical justifica-
tion for the existence of the
Fourth International and what
role can it play? If that is true,
the official-Trotskyists must re-
vise their analysis of the counter-
revolutionary role of Stalinism;
they may not like the methods of
the Kremlin but nonetheless it
is delivering “workers’ states”
and it can follow the same course
in Western Europe. . . . Such a
view could only demoralize the
working class of the world.

How was this attack on the
SWP’s line answered? It wasn’t;
not even an attempt was made to
refute it. In the-diseussion period
at the meeting, supporters of the
official line accused the-Johnson
group of “misusing the dialectie,”

- of being ‘“utopians,” ete. but
neither they nor Warde’s sum-
niary astempted to deal with -the
crux of -the issue.

Finally. a national convention-of :

the SWP was held in_November.
Prior to this convention, we in the
youth branch-(like the rest of the
parfy) were informed that the
quéstion of ‘East Europe would not
be acted upon or voted -upon by

the-convention! We were told that

the party couid not take an-offitial
position as yet because not enough
time . had . elopsed. for discussion.
and publication of documents! Al--
most three years have passed

since - fhe. second - world..congress; .

discussion. after- discussion. has
taken. place;: document after docu-
ment -has been printed for almost
two years- in the U..S. alone——and-
they -still :say this!

As mentioned above, even
though:.on the- basis ‘of his: false
position that Russia is. “state
capitalism;” the. Johnson group.
was able te: make- an irrefutable
criticism of the tendencies of the
SWP line; but, as Johnsen stated
ab his-debate with- Warde; after
the national convention he will
not speak on or raise the prob-
lem again. A small group of mem-
bers, who aiso hold Johnson’s
“state capitalist” position, intend
to continue pressing for their
views. It is much to be doubted

that they will:get anywhere in -

the SPW; but in comparison with
Johnson’s  abandonment of the
fight their effort itself will be
worthwhile.

In the SWP itself as in the
Fourth International, there is no
hope. That- is-why:I have:joined:
the Independent.Secialist League.

LasOR ACTION

Trial - -

mitted to make an on-the-spot
investigation. A dozen witnesses—
Poles, Russian - and: Jewish ref-
ugees, Germans, Spaniords, efc.—
have drawn a full and detajled
picture of the life and administra-
tion of #he concentration camp
system.

The reply of the Stalinists has
been denial, abuse, threats and
defamation. - leaffet, entitled
“Dzwld ‘Rnusset and the 5th Cal-
umn,” was eirculated by the Paris
section of the party and contained
an attack upon Rousset and the
Spanish POUM which could only
be considered as a call to and
justification of any possible pro-
vocative act. Evidently, Stalin-

ism, is touched at a sore spot by

the trial and its reaction is a part
of its now systematic plan
throughout Eurepe to throw ter-
ror and. fear into its opponents.

SPARKS FLY

The courtroom is janimed to
capacity, and the audience listens
attentively. Part of the audience
is Stalinist, but a majority is
non-Stalinist, representing di-
verse political groups. All the
witnesses of Rousset have been
heard, and it is now the turn of
the Sthalinist witnesses who, with-
out letup, repeat the same mo-
notenous dialogue.

The procedure and atmosphere
of the trial are entirely different
from an American courtroom.
There is no jury — only thiee
judges who conduct the hearings
and- will later give their verdiet.
There is much more leeway in
questioning and debating the is-
sues; thus, the trial assumes the
character of a running debate be-
tween the aecuser (Rousset) and
the two accused (editors of ILet-
tres. Frangaises), and theu re-
spective lawyers.

When the proceedings becone
too-heated and violent (a not'in-
frequent event!) the president.of
the court simply suspends thepro-
ceedings for a few moments until
all. have cooled. off. Gendarmes
scattered throughout the hall at-
tempt to restrain the spontan-
eong reactions of the audieace.
The atmosphere is sharp, biiter
and often close to violence.

‘The Stalinist witnesses depoze:
there are no cmicentratmn camps
in Russia; it is a paradise; Rous-
set is a. scoundrel_in the pay. of
Ameriea; all the witnesses are
bandits and or “war mongers;”
ete. Then Rousset is permitted to
ask questions, together with his
lawyers.: At this point, the Stalin-
ist lawyers leap to the defense
of their witness and the sparks
fly. The Stalinist witnesses make
a universally ' poor - impression:
apologetie, endless: rationaliza-
tion and evasion; hypoerisy,

Some examples Describe ta us
the work cards of the Russian
workers. Stalinist response: Mon-
sieur, there are no unemployed
in Russia! Are there concentra-
tion camps? No, there are cBr-
1ectwe labor reeducational.camps,
for “socially undesirables.”

Against i the - witnesses -of Rous-
sety for-the most part people who
lived through the Russian: slave-
labor - society, the Stalinists find
no tactic foo vicious for employ-
ment. An- Austrian physicidin, for
exampie, could only testify in Gar-
man,; The Stalinist lawyer woanted

to know if the court had sunk so -

low that-it would hedr destimony
in.a French court in “the language
of Hifler"!

" A Spanish refugee; when slan-
dered as an “agent of France,”
dared the accised to repeat that
remark: outside the- couttroem.
Accuser and -accused.participate
actively and energetieally in - the
hearing ‘which takes on a fire “and
color urgknown in Amesican trials.
One aspect of Stalinism is' 6n
trial before public: opinion - and
definitely getting the worst offit.
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Get ALL your books

from
- Ldbor Action:Boek. Semlep

114 West 14 Street’
New York 11, N. Y. :

We can supply you!
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By A. RUDZIENSKI

Police terror has been sharp-
ened in occupied Poland. The op-
pression of the UB (the Polish
GPU)- is growing in proportion
te the misery of the Polish mass-
es, who are exploited by Russia’s
imperialist war policy, and in
proportion to the danger of-war.

In October, in Warsaw, a trial
before o military court was
staged in which the command of
the anti-Stalinist Home Army
(Armia Krajowal of the Wilna dis-
trict was put on the dock. The
prosecution sought to prove that
the defendants had coliaborated
with the Germans. Of course, the
charge is a cynical GPU lie, espe-
cially since it comes from the Stal-
inist accomplices of Hitler in the
partition of Poland.

Nevertheless, sentences of death
were passed upen four leaders of
the Home Army, Zygmunt Szend-
zielars, Henryk Borowski, Antoni
Oleehnowiez and Lucjan Minkie-
wicz, Another defendant, Lidia
Lwow, was sentenced for life and
Wanda Minkiewicz for twelve
vears, All this in spite of the
fact that the Home Army during
the war collaborated with. the
Russian forces and attacked the
German army in the rear, sup-

porting the Russian victory ac-

cording to the instructions of the

then Mikolajezyk government.
The Wilna region has been

tornn off Poland and annexed to
Russia, but it still remains dear
to =1l Poles. The intent of the
tri:l was to slander the Home
Arony and the Wilna Poles as
part of the Russian masters prep-
aration for the coming war.

WAVE OF REPRESSION

Military sentences have also
been' handed out to the leader-
ship "of the underground organi-
zation WIN (Wolnese i Niepod-
leglose — Liberty and Indepen-
dence) for “espionage and Hatréd
agoinst the Seviet Union.” Seven
menibers of WIN were sentenced
to death, one to life imprison-
ment, and two women to 15 and
12 years respectively. Recipients
of the death sentences were:
Batory, Blazej, Chmiel, Cieplin-
ski, Kowalee, Lazarewicz, Rzep-
ka; of the life sentence: Kubik.

Thus Stalinist “justice” eynie-
ally makes clear its preventive
and terrorist character aimed at
“discouraging oppositien_ activ-
ity.” The court also tried to prove
collaboration between WIN and
foreign (especially American)
diplomats.

., Also put'to death in the Warsaw
prison was Casimir Puzak, general
secretary of the Polish Socialist
Farty. Puzak was a president of
the underground parliament and
vice prime minister in the Home
Gevernment. He had spent 16
years of his life in czarist prisons
and has now ended his heroic life
in Stalin’s prisons. During his trial

he defied the Stalinist hangmen,

declaring that he would not
change the views for which he had

fought all his life. He was prob-

ably murdered by UB executioners.
We honor his memory.
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Also among oppositionists ar-
rested are the leaders of the
Populist Party: Fr. Kaminski, K.

Nadobnik and Hanna Chorazyna
(women).
An ex-Home Office minister,

Wolski, has fallen in disgraee un-
der the suspicion of being a “na-

This wave of repression is
probably preparatory to a Stalin-
ist offensive in the country, espe-
cially for intensified collectiviza-
tion among the peasants.

HOSTILE TO REGIME

The terror policy likewise
proves that the resistance in Pe-
land continues as an organized
political force. According to re-
ports of some American newspa-
permen who had been in Poland
from 1947 till recently (published
in the London Dziennik Polski),
the atmosphere in Poland is
strained and hostile o the re-
gime. In the cities it is very dif-
ficult for foreigners to speak to
the people but on the countryside
the peasants will speak relatively
easily, and/ they hate the regime.

The Poles, say the American
correspondents, hope that the
coming war will bring them liber-
ation, because they believe that
tussia will lose. They also hope
that the war will take place far
from Poland—in Asia or in Rus-
sia—and that this time Poland
will not suffer as heavily as in
past wars.

When the wife of one of the
correspondents asked her Polish
maid what the people were say-
ing about the Korean war, at a
Llime when the Stalinists were be-
ing defeated there, the maid an-
swered: “Madam, there will be
many drunken men in° Warsaw
tonight!” She meant that they
would be drinking in joyous cele-
bration.

The Poles have their own post-

*-ships, junkets to Russia,

w Wave of Repression
Shows Polish Resistance

The man in the
street does not say: “This hap-
pened in 1947—or in 1950.” He
says: “This happened at the
time of the Osubka government—
or the Cyrankiewicz government.”
The names represent the periods
of lesser Russian control or

war chroneology.

- greater Russian control.

CAN'T WIN YOUTH

Now this *mode of rieckoning
has been superseded. Now they
say: ‘“before Rokossovsky” or
“after Rokossovsky.” They mean:
before Poland was transformed
completely into a Russian prov-
ince or after this. It is similar to
the older “in the time of Czar
Nickolas™ or “in the time of Czar
Alexander.” (Incidentally, no one
says “in Bierut's fime"”: Bierut,
the ex-chief of the Polish GPU,
is a nonentity; he eannot serve as
a measure of time.)

While the older people in their
great majority oppose the regime
and hope for liberation through
the coming world war, the gov-
ernment devotes all its efforts to
conquer the youth. The youth are
not only. systematically indoctri-
nated; they are also corrupted
economically through scholar-
state-
paid study, and so on. Qualified
technical workers are sent to
Russia and paid higher rates.

The American correspondent we
have quoted above fears that the
Polish youth may become pro-5tal-
inist. But according fto our own
information, they remain in oppo-
sition to the regime in spite of the
regime's policy of bribery—espe-
cially the student youth.

The Stalinist conquest of the
yvouth is made next to impossible
by the Kremlin’s economic ex-
ploitation and political oppres-
sion of the country and by the
anti-Russian tradition of the Po-
lish people.

Gov't Moves to Deport
Carl Skoglund of Mpls. .

NEW YORK—Carl Skoglund, 67-
year-old Minnesota union leader,
was ‘ordered deported at the con-
clusion of a hearing before the
U. 8. Immigration Service held in
New York City on December 1.
Skoglund was the second person te
be found liable to deportation un-
der the terms of the recently en-
acted McCarran Law.

Skoglund was charged with be-
longing to the Communist Party
in the 1920s. No other evidence
was submitted against him by im-
migration officials except the mere
fact of membership in an organi-
zation allegedly advocating violent
overthrow of the government.

Skoglund was expelled from the
Communist Party in 1929 and has
long been known as an uncompro-
mising opponent of its policies and
ideas. He has been denounced
many times over the past twenty
years by the CP press and leader-
ship for his activities within the
union movenient of the Northwest.

Skoglund was born in Sweden
and has been in the United States
for 40 years. His record of service
to the cause of labor is a long and
honorable one. Skoglund has been
a delegate from the Railway Car-
men and the AFL Teamsters to the
Minneapolis AFL Central Labor
Union. During the '30s, in the or-
ganizalion drives spearheaded by
the Minneapolis Truckdrivers, he
helped build a powerful union
movement in the Northwest., He
was twice elected as Central Labor
Union delegate to conventions of
the Minnesota State Federation of
Labor and was president of Local
544 at the time of the first depor-
tation action against him.

FIGHTING THE CASE

He was first arrested in 1941 in
connection with the prosecutions
of 18 officers of Teamsters Local
544 and leaders of the Socialist
Workers Party under the Smith
“Gag” Act. Shortly before the ar=

Parliamentary Decay Goes On Apace q =
The Farce at the French Assembly

By HENRY JUDD

PARIS, December—If the Amer-
ican Congress may be cited as evi-
dence- of the decline in vitality and
intellectual level of the institution
of pariiamentary democracy; the
French National Assembly—which
meets at the historic Chamber of:
Deputies—offers further evidence,
but of an entirely different na-
ture. In American we have a cir-
cus, irrespensible and igneraont:
in France, we are presented with
o farce, both comic and tragic.

The Assembly, new in regular
session, represents a weak gov-
ernment trying to remain in
power with a feeble, coalition ma-
jority of Radieal Socialists, MRP
(Popular Republican) members
and the Socialist Party. Asin all
parliamentary assemblies today,
the real issues are decided in
committees or corridors, while the
public debates cover only required
formalities. The particular ses-
sion we attended provided . fire-
works to illustrate the division

“and impotence of the body, which

nonetheless, it would seem, still
represents the current political
divisions of the population as a
whole.

The opening of the session in
the historic hall—a semi-cirenlar
amphitheater whose tiers are di-
vided aceording to political party
from left to right—was an-
nounced by the traditional roll of
drums. Shortly, a handful of
deputies entered, together with
the aged, enormously heavy and
sick Edouard Herriot, who acts
as president of the Assembly.
Half-pushed, half-pulled, Herriot
mounted- to- his-place and began
the session. From that moment

on, he ‘appeared to pay no atten-

tion to the proceedings and, de-
spite the fireworks from time to
time, did nothing. He seemed to
be half dozing and quite accus-
tomed to the spectacle presented
by the Stalinists.

Perhaps half of the delegates
were not present; those present
either talked, read or answered
correspondence. But the Stalin-
ist delegates, .in foree and dis-
ciplined as usual, were very much
present! They weré prepared to
interpeliate the government on
three questions, and quickly got
down to business, Duclos, Cachin,
Marty—the current triumvirate
in the absence of Maurice Torez,
who is taking the Russian cure—
directed proceedings, although
they did not speak.

LINE OF BLOOD

The three questions related to .

workers from a
munitions plant for staging a
demonstration against inspect-
ing American and Italian officers;
the removal of a group of Stalin-
ist mayors from office by the gov-
ernment on grounds of using
their posts for propagandist pur-
poses; and the current cause
célebre of the David Rousset
trial for slander by Lettres Fran-
caises, a Stalinist literary ve-
view,

It is hardly necessary to give
an account of each separate in-
terpellation since each followed
precisely the same pattern. A
Stalinist spokesman would mount
the tribunal, launch into his at-
tack - and present—with gusto—
the characteristic Stalinist line.
The word “American,” with suit-
able Stalinist adjectives attached
to it, appeared frequently in every
speech The tone of each speech

the firing of

erew exceedingly abusive, nasty
and virulent in response to the
typical French heckling which
hégan at once.

After the Stalinist had finished,
cither a government spokesman
would reply, defending the gov-
ernment’s action, or some sup-
perter would state his viewpoint.
IFinall¥, the Stalinist would sum-
marize and the resolution would
be tabled and thrust aside. The
Assembly then would proceed to
the next interpellation, and so on
throughout the afternoon- for
abolit three hours! =

And the heckling! American
gangster—pock of ‘scoundrels—
Nazi — fascist — criminal — Rus-
sian bandit' — agent of Washing-
ton =~ these represent but a small
sampling ‘of the steady barrage
from all sides. These interventions
are not uttered in any spirt of
humorous criticism, but are fuli of
malice and spite, indicating a line
of blood between the Stalinist
deputies and fhe rest of the body.

SP CATSPAWS
Qccasionally, a few good cracks
were heard, as, for example, the
Socialist who, when called an
“idiot” by a Stalinist, replied in
the famous gag of G. B. Shaw,
“It is-
called an idiot by an imbecile.”
Or the sly amendment of another
Socialist to the bill raising dep-
uties’ salaries, to the effect that
deputies who are married or “liv-
ing together in corncubinage”
should receive only one salary;
aimed at the amusing “liaison”
between Maurice Thorez and
~=Jeanette VerMeesch. But on the
whole, the tone. was bitter and
viciotis: As the debates continued,
fewer and fewer deput:es paid at-

most agreeable to be:

resis, the FBI, through an inter-—'.
mediary, offered Skoglund Ameri-
can citizenshp and immunity from
deportation if he would testify
against his union and political as-
sociates. Skoglund rejected - this
deal and subsequently served a
16-month sentence in féderal pris-
on as one of the first vietims of
the thought-control Smith Act.

Now he has become one of the
first vietims of the no léss undém-
ocratic and unconstitutional Me-
Carran Act. In its latest meve the
Immigration Department droppeg!
its original charges against Skog-
lund of belonging to the Socialist
Workers Party and is proceeding
against him under the McCarran
Act solely on the ground ef his
former admitted membership in
the Communist Party.

Skoglund’s deportation order is

now subject to review by the high- t

er U. S. immigration authorities.

George Novacl, secretary of the
Civil Rights Defense Committee
which is handling Skoglund’s de-
fense, said today: “What an appal-

\ ling commentary it is on the con-

dition of civil liberties in tha
United States that the annwersary
of the Bill of Rights should be

marked by invoking an unconsti-

tutional law to deport a labor

leader for his political beliefs and

his union activities. It is equally
ironic that the government should
try to expel him for membership
in a party which expelled him 22
yvears ago for disagreement with
ifs policies and ideas.

“This case should open the eyes
of many people to the viciousness
of the immigration provisions of
the McCarran Act. We regard it
as a decisive test of the demo-
cratie rights of foreign-born Amer-
icansg violated by that act and in=

tend to carry Skoglund’'s fight to - %

remain in this country through all
administrative and legal channels,

up to the U. S. Supreme Court, if

necessary.”

fention, and the attendance be-
came smaller.

Watching the Stalinists-in ae-
tion was a lesson in itself. An
absolute contempt for their op-
ponents and normal parliamen-
tary democratic procedures; an
arrogance and  self-assurance
which flows from their convie-
tion that power will soon: beé
theirs; a monofonous discipline:
(applause and heckling “by"the:
numbers) and a demonstrable ac~
quaintance with the. fact - thab
they are momentarily participat<
ing in a necessary farce.

The Socialists, it must be re-
marked, are the only vigorous gov-.
ernment supporters and defended.
energetically every buregucratic,
measure which the government had
taken. These are Menshevik types,s
narrow-minded and bureaucratic,:
with a violent hatred of "com.
munism" and ready to support any
repressive action against the Sfal-
inists as a party. The members. of;
the real government and ruling
parties displayed little. interest in
the debates, and were contenf #o
have their socialist "allies” mgke

all the exp!cmlhons and sofl Hl-elr‘

hands.

Was this the J‘kswalnbly of - the
Great French Revolution ‘or of-
1848? Was this the same hall’

when Jean Jaurés had spoken sot

often? It was_hard to believe that
it was anything but a miserable-
and pathetic farce, ignored by the
majority of Frenchmén and re’
flecting, on a low enough level,
the absolute divisions and hos-
tilities which have paralyzed a

nation and given'it a ‘government .
incapable.of anything beyond the | 3
immediate reflexes which its bu- A
reaucratic body. can have in re-
action to the Stalinist needlings.”.
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- |ISL Program

The

in Brief

The Independent Socialist League
stands for socialist democracy and

- against -

the two systems of exploita-

tion which now divide the world: capi-
talism and Stalinism.

‘"Capitalism cannot be reformed or
liberalized, by any Fair Deal or other
deal, so as to give the people freedom,
abundance, security or peace. If must

bé abolished and replaced by a new.

social system, in which the people own
and control the basic sectors of the
economy, democratically centrolling
their own economic and political des-

iiiiie_s—-.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever it .
hoi<. mower, is a brutal totalitarian--

‘ism—a nexc form of exploitation. Its

agents in every counfry, the Commu-"

-nist Parties, are unrelenting enemies
-of ‘socialism and have nothing in coms
mon with socialism—which cannot ex-
ist without effective democratic con-
trol by the people. -

These

two camps of capitalism and

. Stalinism are today at each other's
throats in a world-wide imperialist ri-

' wvalry for domination. This struggle can

-‘only lead to the most frightful war in
‘history so long as the people leave the
capitalist and Stalinist rulers in power.
Independent Socialism stands for build-
ing and strengthening the Third Camp

. - of -the people against both war blocs.

The ISL, as a Marxist movement,

looks to the working class and its ever-

present struggle as the basic progres-

A

sive force in society. The ISL is organ-
ized to spread the ideas of socialism in
the labor movement and among all
other sections of the people.

At the same time, Independent So-

calists  participate actively in every

* struggle to better the people's lot now
—such as the fight for higher living
standards, against Jim Crow and anti-
Semitism, in defense of civil liberfies
and the trade-union movement. We
seek to join together with all other
militants in the labor movement as a

' . left force working for the formation

- of an independent labor party and

other progressive policies.

The fight for democracy and the

fight for socialism are inseparable.

There can be no lasting and genuine

democracy without socialism, and
there can be no socialism without de-
mocracy. To enroll under this banner,
* join the Independent Socialist League!

INTERESTED?

Get
acquainfed
with the
Independent
- Socialist League—

4 Court:Square
Long 1sland City 1
New York .

.ar .-_éb?d:;%t .;;wa-e information about the -
; ideas of Independent Socialism and
<t - the ISL.

" [ I'want to join the ISL.
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Looking Backward at 1950

(Continued from page 1)

ist forces which would be weakened in the process—is more than a
year old. But the application of this poliey to Franco started just one
yvear ago. This week, the New York Times reports that Washington
has felt out the Spanish government on the acceptability of Stanton
Griffis, former ambassador to Argentina, for the same post in Madrid.
Also, Jose Felix Lequerica, Spanish Ambassador at Large is already
in this country just awaiting clearance to be placed in his post as
Franco’s ambassador to the United States.

The labor movement has officially proclaimed itself against the
establishment of full diplomatic and economic relations with Spain

+which can only bolster the Franco regime. But the opposition of the

labor leaders to the policy of the government on this question is as
weak and timid as their opposition to measures which affect them

much more immediately and directly.

Truman Clubs Miners with T-H in Fair Deal's 8th Use of
the Law (February 13)

The club didn’t work that time, and the miners stayed out till they
won. But before the year was over the railroad workers had been
forced back to work under government “seizure” of “the railroads.
They did not have the solidarity.and determination of th(_e mipers. lfet
despite- repeated experiences with the Fair Deal’s policy in major
strikes and the blasting of their hope that the Taft-Hartley Act would
be repealed by the Democratic majority in Congress, the labor leaders

-keep clinging to their alliance with the Democratic Party.

" Ruhr Industrialists Riding Back to Power on Allied
Policies (April 3)

The article.demonstrates what the headline states. And the present
‘policy for the rearmament of Germany is directly related to the whole

policy of .the American occupation authority in Germany. 'J_,‘he _Gel'ma_n
people want nothing to do with rearming a Germany which is domi-
nated by those who are bringing their ancient political enemies and
oppressors back into the saddle.

Marshall Plan: Guns or Butter? (May 22)
The answer was: guns! .
Times' Chief Says U. S. Hated by Europe, Asia (June 5)

This headline, in various forms, was destined to be repeated noi‘;
only in LABOR ACTION, but in every serious discussio_n of the cold
war throughout 1950. How could the United States win masses of
people to its political banners when everywhere in the world it appears
as the champion of a hated economic and social system? Stalin’s
brutal totalitarian system is hated too by those who have lived under
it, and by those who understand what it represents. But all over the
world Stalin’s representatives, the Qommunist Parties, appear as
eneniies of the oppressors and exploiters of the people. The;{- promise
them land, an end to extortionate rents and taxes, a new social order:
The United States promises them some Marshall Plan or Point Fot_n'
aid, as long as they will consent to keep their present oppressors in

_power .. .and to fight in order that they may be kept in power,

WHOSE WAR IS IT? It Will Not Stop Stalinism—It Will
Not Guarantee Peace—It Will Not Free Korea

(July 10)

Under this headline appeared a statement by the Political Com-
mittee of the Independent Socialist League, including: “It is not our
war, either, the war of the people of this or any other country. Tl:le
responsibility for it falls entirely upon the shou!ders of the two big
powers in whose interests it is being fought. It is these two powers,
the United States and Russia, with their allies and satellites as
accomplices, which committed the great crime against the Korean
people at the Yalta and subsequent conferences. . . . .

“Unless the powerful labor movement adopts an 1'ndepe.nd_ent pol-
icy of its own, based upon militant opposition to aIl_:mpe}'lallsm and
an aggressive championing of a genuinely democratic pollf:y’all over
the world, peace will remain the precarious interlude that It.‘]S toda_y,
and the Third World War, with all its horrors and barbarism, will
prove to be inevitable. L

“If it does adopt and pursue such a poliey, it can become the rally-
ing center of all the peace-loving peoples of the fvorld and a powerful
guarantee of that peace which we must have in order to solve the

roblems that face us all.” h A
¥ _The same issue of LABOR ACTION carried a headline: “It’s War

-by Presidential Decree; Truman By-Passes Both Constitution and UN

Action.” Since then over 200,000 U. S. troops have bt_aen engaged in
the “police action” in Korea, all without a dgc]aratton of war by
Congress, and certainly without any consultation of the American

eople. . w ]
4 Another headline in the same issue: “Has the Kremlin Already

“Won Political Vietory over Korea?”’ appeared over an article which

ended: “The faet is that America cannot play a progressive rel'e in
the colonial world, and the illusions of Acheson proveq to be precisely

‘LABOR ACTION
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that. Let those who think that the decisive steps of Trunfan have ™
prevented a still greater disaster reflect on the matter a bit longey, in
terms of consequences which are yet to be revealed fully to us.”

Six months later—and the consequences have not yet fully devel-
oped. But we have seen enough in these six months. . . .

Truman Holds Back Price Control As War Profiteering
Soaks Labor (August 7) '

That was at the beginning of the economic mobilization. Now, six
months later, the mobilization is going into second gear, but the icar
is still traveling along the same road. Thé article concluded :

“But a labor movement as powerful as this one can yvet do much
to lighten the burden on the common people, and to shift it to the
shoulders of the rich who can bear it best.

“A policy designed to do this requires a realization of what lies
ahead and a bold determination to turn the ‘equality of sacrifice’ slo-
gan from a soothing catchword in the mouths of capitalists and poli-
ticians into a reality. Such a policy will bring the labor movement
into head-on collision with the capitalists, and with many of those
whom it has labeled its ‘friends’ in politics. Yet anything short of it -
will mean that instead of defending the interests of the workers and
the people as a whole, the labor movement and the labor leaders will
simply become an instrument whereby the economic burdens of mili-
tarization and war will be borne completely by the workers.”

UAW Heads Hit Vigilante Attacks on Alleged CPers
(August 14) :

A number of violent expulsions of alleged supporters of the Com-

munist Party from various factories started shortly after the begin-
ning of the war in Korea. The United Auto Workers leadership came
out sharply against the use of violence in handling Stalinists or
alleged Stalinists. However, it coupled this warning with a reminder
that the FBI can be counted on to take care of these people, and that
in any event the UAW constitution provides for legal ways of “taking
care of” people who are detrimental to the union.

Thus back-handed encouragement was given to instituting a
‘“legal” purge of political dissidents in the union. Since then Ford
Local 600 has forced a loyalty oath on all its officers, and has brought
some up on charges of being Communists despite the fact that they
signed the oaths. Other locals have taken up the loyalty-oath practice,
but in at least one instance the membership overwhelmingly rejected
this introduction of the witchhunt technique -into the union.

Equal Sacrifice? Senate Bill Soaks Labor and People
(August 28)

This was at the beginning of the partial economic mobilization of
the country for war. Everything that has happened since then demon-
strates the hypocrisy of any "equality of sacrifice” in an economic
system which prides itself on the fact that it is based on inequality.
With shortages in consumers’ goods beginning to appear, and prices
rising with increasing speed, the demand for stiffer taxation on the
mass of the people is increasing in intensity under the slogan: Siphon
off their money—to prevent inflation. _

SED Convention Bares Ecouomic; Crisis in Ii'Eqsi- Zone,
Worker Resistance o Stalinism (September 4)

Where Stalinism rules, there is resistance by the people. Through-
out the year LABOR AUTION carried articles on the UPA, the
Ukrainian Liberation Army and its active underground in Russia.
Through the chinks in the Iron Curtain stories leak out constantly
of resistance of the workers to the speedup and bad conditions in
industry. The Stalinists in the satellite countries are beset with_the
constant menace of national-Stalinism, the most extreme form of
which is symbolized by Tite's Yugoslavia. Purge after purge takes
place in all the Stalinist parties. &

The lesson: Stalinism is not politically invincible. It can be undes-
mined and defeated -politically. But this can only be accomplished by
a force which offers a new social order to the people, even if it be only
national-Stalinism rather than Stalinism ruled by and in the inter-
ests of the masters of Russia. It cannot be accomplished if the only
alternative is a return of capitalism through the victory of American
arms.

Fair Deal Senators Join Reactionaries to Pass "Concen- -
tration Camp™ McCarran Bill (September 18)

Thus a blow to political liberty in America was delivered from
which we shall not soon recover. And the labor leaders who formally.
opposed the McCarran Act did not let their opposition go so far as to
refuse to support the Fair Dealers who voted for it in the elections.

January 1, 1951

Headlines — -

U. S. Military Intelligence Bars Jewish DPs on "Red"
Charges (October 2)

And foreigners of all nationalities are being barred as a result of
the McCarran Aect, from prominent musicians to humble folk who
had to join a Nazi or a Stalinist trade union in order to make a living.
This comes under the heading of preserving the American Way of
}]{.ife, combating Stalinism, and in general of having holes in one's

ead.

Stalinists Meet a Setback in UAW Local (October 9)

One of the few sources of political pleasure which we can derive
from the headlines of 1950 is the fact that something ‘like above

_appeared dozens.of times with reference to the UAW, the IUE, and

other unions. And where the Stalinists were defeated decisively it

‘was usually done not by red-baiting and flag waving but by a politi-

cal attack coupled with a more progressive and militant union pro-
gram. We hope for more of same in 1951.

Have They Lost Their Nerve? West Europe's Capitalists
Sit on Their Suitcases for Quick Getaway (October

l‘) - BEr ] A ‘.Lm

If the capitalists. won’t defend their own system, is it reasonable
to expect that the workers will die to defend it for them?

Labor's Bloc with Dems Gets it Nowhere as GOP Makes
Hay on "Red" Issue (November 13)

The memory of labor's big flop in the elections is so recent that
little-comment is necessary. The labor leaders are still trying to ex-
.plain the election away, but no amount of “explanation” can cover
up the fact that as long as labor has no policy of its own to offer,
and does not offer it independently, in its own name, its intervention
in the political life of the nation is doomed to sterility.

This. takes us down to Stalinist China’s entry into the war in
Korea. And as 1950 ends with increasing. pressure by both Washing-
ton and Moscow to line up the peoples of the world in their respective

war camps, the outstanding political fact of the beginning of 1951 is.

the reluctance, the outright resistance of the peoples of. the world to
the attempt to dragoon them into World War III. This reluctance and
resistance is reflected in the efforts of the various governments to
cling to some formula for preserving the peace, and in some instances
to try to work out for themselves a formula_for neutrality in the war.

The' resistance will not, in the long run, prove successful unless it
becomes organized, and even more, unless it adopts for itself a
political and social program with a positive anti-Stalinist, anti-capi-
talist ¢onstant, It will be the purpose of LABOR ACTION in 1951
to contribute to the political organization and, even more, to the pro-
grammatic orientation of this Third Camp of the peoples of the world
whe want to ficht neither for Washington nor for Moscow, but for
peace through socialist demoeracy, :

| Yot in the Headlines |

On Church Finances

. Robert Wilson, board chairman

business matters.”

that they are better informed on

of the Standard Oil Company of
Indiana, was shocked and worried
recently. He found, he said, that
“96 per cent of the nation’s clergy-
men” had lately preached sermons
critical of business, and that 44 per
dént of them say “industries are
making too much profit.”

Wilson had a remedy: “We might
as well face the fact that, whether
businessmen like it or not, the
church is going to continue to take
positions on questions which have
economic aspects. Church leaders
are naturally idealistic.”

, “We cannot prevent some min-

“jsters and other church leaders

from making unsound statements
on economic subjects, but we can
do much more than we have to see

RELIGION AS CAMOUFLAGE. (East Europe, Nov.
9.1

FEast Europe points to the afflux of Stalinist
demagogy in sprinkling holy water over their
“peace” projects:

“In Czechoslovakia, the minister of church
affairs has set up a special working committee
to comb the Bible for extracts” to justify their
regime.

“In Sheffield [England], the organizers of
the communist-sponsored World Feace Congress
have issued a statement that at least five hun-
dred Roman ~Catholics would attend as dele-
gates, . . .

“On October 31 the [London] Deaily Worker
proudly stated that delegates to the World Peace
Congress who were members of the Greek and
the Russian Orthodox Churches w~uld be able
to worship in a Sheffield chureh. ... s

“The Daily Worker has suddenly-i.ecome so0 -
church-minded that, in every article on the’ -
Sheffield Congress, it quoies a bishop, a_Rewver-:. _
end Father, a-‘noted ecelesiastical ‘scholar,’ and  ete,ete.. . ¢

so on. This ‘Christian’ fervor’ ‘of the British .. "7 Gott'mit dns
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dadze of the G

Vagan . Kosf
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Communist Party is =zoing so far ihat, when
describing foreign delegations, the representa-
tives of foreign Communist Parties are not even
mentioned. But it has been announced that in
the Rumanian delegation, ‘The Church will be
represerited by Father A. Jonescu, priest of the
Grivitsa- Rose district of Bucharest’; that ‘In
the Soviet delegation, the Church will be rep-
resented by Nikolai, Metropolitan of Krutitsky

“When dealing.with the Moscow Peace Con-
gress, not only the Daily Worker but the entire
. Soviet press. and radio abound with the titles
of religious dignitaries. The Moscow Congress
‘is said to have been attended not merely by.the

Bishop Gabriél of Allaverdy and Nikolai Maga-
edrgian Orthodix Church; the -
Supreme Patriarch Catholicos of all Armenians,
Georgius=VIj "afid the Armenian Archbishop
myau, From Asia will come Ul-
- Islam Ali Zade, sheikh-of Transcaueasia”—ete.,

1o Right

Orthodox. high priests but by

ais.t-he Kaiser used to say.

So he urged “practical-minded
men of business” to go to church
more often and “point out the
facts” to the “idealistic” preachers,

“Writing a check” and sending
it to a church is not enough to do
the job, he warned his fellow busi-
nessmen.

Presumably, the preacher might
just assume he was getting a do-
nation out of Christian charity,

Child Labor Up

Child labor is on the increase,
warns the National Child Labor
Committee. One of the chief causes
is the plight of the migrant farr
workers, ‘

The committee’s report points
out that the families of migrants
also are largely excluded from a
new federal law which bars the
employment of children under 16
from farm work during school
hours. The difficulty is that many
communities, particularly in the
Southwest, close their schools dur-
ing the harvest season.

Since the migrant workers move
from place to place with their fam-
ilies to follow the harvest, their
children miss out on schooling all
along the line.

The report says employment of
children has increased through the
last decade, due to high levels of
employment during the war and
‘the present armaments program,

Thousands more, even younger
ones, are working on commercial
farms, although the exact number

is not known. Many of the chil-

dren of migrant workers are quit-
ting schaol at an earlier age than
did their parents, the report de-

‘clares, in'direct. contrast . with the
" generally rising: level of education -

/throughout the country:

The New Book on the FBI—2
How the FBI Started — lllegally

By SAM ADAMS

In our first article on Lowen-
thal’s new book The Federal Bu-
reau of Imvestigation [issue of
Dec. 18] we dealt briefly with the
reception of this important book.
I believe at least one point was

"made clear: the negative com-

ments were based, not on an im-
partial examination of the facts
contained in the book, but either
on a professed admiration of the
I'BI and its police methods, a rec-
ognition and ,acceptance of the
special social political role of J.
Edgar Hoover’s organization, or
a “liberal” point of view which
seems to paralyze certain indi-
viduals carrying that designation
and prevent their adopting a
clear and unmistakable position
even where the facts arcue for
it.

Those who really reviewed the
book naturally dealt with its vol-
uminous documentation and ac-
cepted the facts as facts. The dis-
cussion of the reviewers and ecrit-
ics of the book followed a kind of
pattermr which runs roughly as
follows: The criticism of the
FBI, its illegal and unconstitu-
tional activities, is largely true
for its early years, particularly
in the years when A. Mitchell
Palmer and Barry M. Daugherty
were successive attorneys gener-
al. But since J. Edgar Hoover be-
came director of the bureau,
things had changed and the FBI
was the zealous guardjan of all
civil and democratic rights, con-
stitutional violations disappear-
ed, and minority movements of
social protest, especially the
movements of socialism, were no
longer harassed, persecuted or
prosecuted by it.

CONGRESS'S FEARS

The record of the FBI, however,
does not sustain such an opinion.
We shall endeavor to establish
this by an examination of the
book's material and by a special
investigation of Hoover's particu-
lar role and activities. °

One general comment about the
book is, however, necessary he-
fore we treat "with its contents.
One of the adverse comments
made of it is that it is written
like a lawyer’s brief, and that
from the point of view of style,
it is a dull book. A lawyer’s brief
it is, but the material is so im-
portant that one cannot leave it
until the reading is finished. For
how can one be indifferent to an
agency of government that deals
with the fundamental problem of
the democratic process?

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (originally the Bureau
of Investigation) is a modern
phenomenon, coming into exist-
ence when the stratification of
the classes and the monopoliza-
tion of economic life was certain.
Tradition had stood as a barrier
to the establishment of a central
or federal police agency. True,
the Department of Labor and the
Treasury Department had their
police agents to deal with their
specific problems, and the tasks
of these agents were spelled out
by Congress. Congress had an un-
derstandable horror of a central
police body and-it reacted violent-
ly when the proposal for such a
police force was made by Attor-
ney General Charles J.
parte of the Theodore Roosevelt
administration. :

FORBIDDEN

In writing of this event, Low-
enthal reveals that the FBI “had
a somewhat unorthodox begin-
ing.” Bonaparte first made his
proposal in 1907. But the 60th
Congress withheld authorization
for the establishment of such a
division of the Department .of
Justice. Debate in the Senate and

-~House -was bitter. Outstanding

senators and representatives
openly . expressed their

seeret police:and ‘Fouché, Napole-

Bona-

i graye
fears “of such a “spy organiza-
-tion” and ealled up-visions of the

ons’ police minister. The latter
allusion was quite pointed, since

Bonaparte was a descendant of -

the Little Corporal. v

The congressional disturhance
was great enough to cause an in-
vestigation of the activities of all
federal police since other federal
departments - had developed the
habit of borrowing such police,
especially the Treasury’s Secret
Service, for their own use. The
Department of Justice was one
of the worst offenders in this
practice, and Congress decided
that this was thenceforth to be
forbidden at the same time that
it refused to sanction the estab-
lishment of the police agency of
the Justice Department.

BEHIND THEIR BACKS

Attorney General Bonaparte, de-
spite congressional admonition to
the contrary, went ahead with his
plan and on July 1, 1908, about a
month affer the adjournment of
Congress, established his Bureau
of Investigation (changed in 1935
to the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation) and thus this federal po-
lice agency was created. Hlegally
and without authorization!

No wonder Congress demanded
an explanation of Bonaparte for
his insoleht conduct. But it was
quick in coming, The attorney
general pointed out that it was
only a small police force and
really an “innovation.” Moreover,
his act was “involuntary.” Why
involuntary? Because Congress
had refused to accept hig propos-
al and had forbidden his use of
other federal police. What else
could he do with erime rampant?
We shall hear more of rampant
crime repeatedly from Hoover.

President Theodore Roosevelt
jeined this fight in behalf of his
attorney general, for the Presi-
dent was obviously the strongest
supporter Bonaparte had., A
heated election campaign was go-
ing on. The president, according
to press reports of the time, had
collected dossiers on the private
affairs of some of his congression-
al opponents and threatened to
disclose the material contained in
these dossiers if they did not de-
sist from their opposition to the
plan to create this bureau. The
man with the Big Stick took the
fight to the publie, charging Con-
gress with aiding and abetting
crime in its refusal to sanection
this central police body.

BLACKMAIL

-The threat of the president to
disclose the material in the dos-

siers collected by his attorney

general’s police showed that the
fears held by congressmen that
such a bureau would engage in
8py work on elected representa-
tives in government were not

idle ones. Congressmen charged '

that they had been shadowed and
that their mail had been rifled,
The president denied this and
asserted that detectives charged
with ferreting out criminals
would not themselves violate the
law by opening other people’s
mail (we hear this charge again
in Hoover’s administration). “But
sometimes,” the president added,
“through the accidental breaking
of such (a) package the contents
are exposed.” :

Having made that explanation,
the president proceeded fo pub-
lish the private correspondence of
Senator Tillman of South Caroline,
an administrative opponent!

No wonder then that Congress
worried about the type of man
who would be employed as a de-

tective by the governmeént. This -

i3 no mere interesting- aside, Po-
lice detection work in our society
tends to be particularly degrad-
ing work because its premise s
that all citizens are eriminals or
potential eriminals and that the
office of a policeman occupies a
peculiar and particular high ‘so-
cial plane. Their ways are devi-
ous, their, activities, devéloping a

~tradition and logic of their own, :
- always border onthe illegal whens ... (Continwed next weekd-— —

-

they do not actually cross that
boundary. And they are never
really removed from the danger
of corruption. Defendérs: of the
law, they rarely if ever under-
stand the law and its conflictin

meanings. As “defenders” of the
law, they are only too often apart

and above the law,

. Discussing the type of men o
be employed by his ﬁ‘e'\_vkj_ bureau,

Bonaparte stated: “The class of .

men who do that work. as s pro-
fession [detective] is . Done . you
have to employ with a good deal
of caution. i

FINDING WORK - - -
In trying to defend the attor-

ney general, Congressman Diis- '

coll only emphasized the point .of
the crities: “I admit that a ‘man
who is a detective . . , cannot be a

man of high moral ideals. ... L Of

necessity they must and do live
lives of deception. . . . There is
an old saying, which is true today
as it was when it orginated, that
‘it takes a thief to catch a thief.” »

Secretary of Interior James A.
Garfield gave his opinion of the
detective in general,
“Without in any way reflecting
upon the work of good detéctives;
I find that the moment a man has
perfected himself as a detective,

he approaches nearly every case |

with a desire to prove that the

person against whom a charge is

made is guilty.”

Congress, however, was having
its own difficulties and it did
nothing about Bonaparte’s actjon
in creating his department’s fed-
eral police. What was this police,
body to do? Congressman Smith
thought a law should be passed’
Timiting its activities “to investi.

+ gate crimes against the United' -

States and frauds upon the gov-
ernment, and anybody who chose
to use it for any purpose beyond
that should go to the peniten-
tiary.” Stanley W. Finch, chosen
to head the new police bureau un-
der President Taft’s new attor-
ney general, George W. Wicker-
sham, had to find the field of work
for his body, sinceé all eriminal
work up to the time of Bona-
‘parte’s action had been handled
on a local and federal basis by
other agencies. Finch admitted
that the portion of erime 'detec-

tion work for his bureau would -

‘have to be that left over by all
other local and federal agencies,

HOOVER'S START

In the'beginning the buréaws -

crime work was “of a somewhat
makeshift character.” It investi-

gated crimes on Indian and other
government reservations;- ‘han-

" dled some District of Columbia

stating : ~

e

t

cases of false purchases and sales .

of securities and a- few pepnage
and bankruptey fraud cases. The
clause of the Constitution giving
Congress power to regulate inter-
state commerce was interpreted
to give the federal government
jurisdiction over crimes “associ-
ated with the crossing of state

boundaries. . ., " Congress there- -
fore passed a number .of laws -

giving the bureau the task of
working on such ecrinies. ' Laws

forbade interstate shipment. of-

“stolen goods, contraceptives] ob-

scene books, prizefight films, and -

of liquor into dry states.”

But, as Lowenthal pefdts out,
these were only odds and. ends.

And two years later, when Cog-
gress passed the Mann Act, i#he .

bureau received its great opper-

tunity and that marked the ‘bégin-

wing of its tremendous rise. - g
From that time on the bureau

went through the First World

War and began its owWn war

against ideas and opinions,- the. .
ﬁrst stage of which culminated’
in the formation of the General: ; .

Intelligence Division. In this, J.

Edgar Hoover played a meost sig.. i
iving the “Radical ~
“Anti-Radical Di-_ ..

nificant role, g
Division” and:
viswn”_:the.'above name,

!




P e
T

Mesil

By BOB MARTINSON

During the last few years the peaceful rev-
“erie of American university life has been inter-
rupted by an unprecedented series of attacks.

' Three professers were fired from the Uni-
versity of Washington for holding Communist
views. A chemistry teacher was summarily dis-
missed from the University of Oregon for pub-
l_i_s_h-_i;;g' a mild defense of the Russian bielogist,
Lysenko. Fhe Illinois Sate legislature stepped up
-its ‘attaeks on the University of Chicago. Uni-
versity administrations throughout the eountry
arbitrarily discharged professors who publicly
supported the Progressive Party. A student
strike at Olivet College failed to prevent the
foreed departure of an entire section of the
faeulty. Students at the University of Wisconsin
were 'plac_ed on probation for demonstrating
against ROTC. The imposition of a loyalty oath
on the professors of the University of California
created ehaos for over eighteen months and to-
day threatens the university with academie dis-
memberment. President Gideonse of Brooklyn
College currently imposes a reign of terror on his

- students by shuttting down the college news-

paper. These are but some of the high lights of

~ the reactionary attack.

Under the Garrison State _

Such cases only describe part of the damage,
however, for this invasion penetrates every re-
cess of university life. The daily fare of legisla-
tive investigations, lurid headlines, loyalty

' checks and irresponsible witchhunting produces

an_atmosphere of fear and hysteria. Professors
are frightened into silence by social ostracism
and economic pressure; the administration sim-
ply refuses to renew certain contracts. Students
with unpopular opinions find it impossible to ob-
tain economic aid or scholarships. The curricu-
lum. is changed ever so slightly.

The treemndous growth of modern indus-
try and the increasing importance of the state
bureaucracy produce a huge demand for admin-
istrators, trained technicians and semi-skilled
specialists of many varieties. The university is
no longer a cloistered playhouse for the sons and
daughters of the idle rich. It is a necessary com-
ponent of the advance of modern technology.

As the campus comes of age, the struggle to
reduce its independence and to control its intel-
lectual production becomes more acute. With the
American nation attaining the status of a world
power the isolated character of the university is
increasingly viewed with alarm. Attempts to re-
duce or to modify academic freedom become more
frequent.

Coming in the midst of a war scare, the pres-
ent campaign is no more nor; less than an effort
to reduce the campus to an impotent defender of
the- status quo. Far from serving the real needs
of ‘scientific endeavor, their crude intervention
merely expresses the insatiable demands of the
Garrison State. :

Organized Hysteria 2 e

In spite of its intellectual prestige, the uni-

versity community meets the bewildering attack
in a disorganized, almost instinctive manner. The
time has come for an assessment. of damages, a
critical analysis of mistakes in strategy, and firnt
and realistic measures fo combat this dangerous
trend. Passivity or cynicism will not help, for it
is impossible to dodge the issue by withdrawing
into the deceptive security of academic life.
The attack on the university is an“inevitable
~ response to the cold war. No one worried about
the danger of Stalinism to the university while
America and Russia were allies. Liberal apolo-
gists for scientific objectivity like Sidney Hook
are-strangely mute concerning the circumstances
under which the “cleansing’” of the educational
profession is taking place. To consider academie
freedom in the abstract is to proceed with eyes
cloged, but then this is, perhaps, the only method
left to these who consider the war to be the over-
riding consideration.

The general atmosphere produced by the cold
war can most aptly be deseribed as “organized
hysteria.” Star chamber proceedings, juicy spy
trials and leyalty investigations provide'a back-

drop to the infroduction of the Taft-Hartley Act,

. the Ober and: Feinberg Laws and the McCarran

e : " N
Following is @ eondensation (about half) of & new

pamphlet published by the Berkeley (Calif.) Socialist

Youth League. The author, Bob Martinson, was « key pai-

ticipant in the recent struggle over loyalty oaths af the

University of Cealifornia.
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and more citizens with its semi-legal police meas-
ures. War in the name of democracy increasingly«
provides the rationale for the liquidation of de-
mocracy.

The preparation for imperialist war pro-
ceeds as usual under the slogan of strengthening
the peace. But the tenuous nature of this peace
smokescreen permits preventive war advocates
to arise in the highest echelons of the govern-
ment and the military. Wars for the partial re-
division of the earth are over; the coming war
will decide whether Russia or the United States
is to control and exploit the entire world. The
enormity of this conflict demands unprecedented

‘military and economic expenditures and presup-

pases a servile and obedient eitizenry. But in this
the Russians have a twenty-year head start!

The absence of a Pearl Harbor and the fail-
ure of Ameriean foreign policy to contain Stal-
inism breeds panic and uncertainty among the
war-makers. To fight Stalinism they are foreéd
to rely on odious and backward regimes hated
by the people. The names Chiang Kai-shek, Bao .
Dai, Syngman Rhee, Quirino, spell oppression
and misery to the Asiatics and thus, as in Ger-
many, Japan, Austria, Korea, American military
might is everywhere . . . and is nowhere effective.

Twofold Response

Every step taken by American imperialism
lends new support to Stalinism; this is the lesson
of five years of cold war. When ideas appear
useless, force decides; this is the lesson of his-
tory. American armed intervention info Korea
is the admission tha¥ the stage of argument has
passed. ot

But an unpopular war lends itself to criti-
cism, -doubts and finally, anti-war activity. The
student meets American military moves with an
implaeable passivity. Fired with no enthusiasm
to give up his life in the farthest reaches of Asia,
his faith in the ability of eapitalism runs thin as
soon as he is offered a uniform.

Since serious problems admit bold solutions
the student expresses his dissatisfaction by turn-
ing to pacifism, World Federalism or socialism.
Even Stalinism, which can gain few adherents
in its own name, attracts -many students with
its demagogic peace appeals.

But a critical, thinking student body becomes
more and more dangerous to the progress of the
war. In a war to “get the Gooks” cannon-fodder,
not intelligence, is' mandatory. To “save the
world” MacArthur must have at his command
millions of America’s youth, armed to the teeth
and ready to fight. Thus the preparation for the
war with Russia calls forth a twofold response;
anti-war activity and the draft. The purpose of
the prolonged assault on civil liberties and. aca-

.demic freedom is the repression of this contra-

diction by a forceful invasion of the American
campus,

-IT'o Defeat Ideas . . .

"Qust the Communists from our universities.”
This ‘is the slogan which covers the drive for
thought control. Many students and professors
embrace this formula without examining its real
function, for on first glance it might appear rea-
sonable.

“The Stalinists are totalitarians: to allow
them to teach in our free universities is to sub-
vert democracy.” It is true that the reactionary
social aims and totalitarian methods of Stalinism
present serious dangers to the democratic proc-
ess, but it does not follow from this that Stalin-
ists should be expelled from the universities.

The CPers cannot be defined as espionage
agents of Russia. The Communist Party is a po-
litical organization, based on certain ideas no
matter how odious-they may be and supported by

thousands of ordinary Americans.

To defeat ideas requires better ideas. Re-
pression may. drive the Stalinists- underground,
but it. will never defeat Stalinism as a social

: ) - movement. The detectives of subversion fear '
Bill. The arbitrary hand of the FBI touches more °

critical discussion and the open, democratic comm- -

LABOR ACTION

petition of ideas and turn in desperation to loy-
alty oaths, expulsions and purges. Those who
have failed so miserably to defeat Stalinism
abroad are making it impossible for the students
to combat democratically the ideas and power of
Stalinism in the university.

All supporters of the present virtual illegali-
zation of the Communist Party start from the
same false assumption: that the CP is a “clear
and present danger” to American democracy.
Such is the justification for the McCarran Bill,
the trial of the eleven Communist leaders and a
whole raft of dangerous and reactionary legisla-
tion.

Clear and Present Danger

But one look at the facts and the assumption
tumbles to the ground. Before Murray decided
bureaucratically to expel them from the CIO,
the Stalinists suffered a wave of defeats in the
labor movement. They lost the huge UAW in a
prolonged, democratic trade union fight. They
had begun to lose the UE before the expulsion
and were thrown out of power in the NMU. Gen-
erally, the more open and democratic the fight,
the more complete the defeat of the CP.

In any case the Communist Party today is
underground. Its leaders are in jail, its power
has been broken and its members are threatened
with arrest and detention. It is’a small, disor-
ganized, pariah group. Why, then, does the holy
crusade against civil liberties and freedom of
thought eontinue?

In order to silence honest and justified opin-
ion, the bogey of Communism is evoked. To win
an election, Communism is made the issue. To
prepare the population for war, Communist spies
are discovered. Under the banner of fighting
Communism the illegal “subversive” list is com-
piled, government workers are terrified, and the
McCarran “concentration camp” bill is shoved
through Congress.

The conclusion is unmistakable. The gentle-
men are hysterical, and in their frenzied attempt’
to force the American people into the strait
Jacket of the Garrison State, they are undermin-
ing and subverting the long-established free-
doms and liberties in whose name they speak.
They, not the Stalinists, are the clear and pres-
ent danger to American democracy!

Liberal Apologia

Enemies of academic freedom justify theil
actions, of course, by a long series of intricate
and subtle arguments taken mostly from the iib-
eral lexicon. Moves against democracy must be
embellished with democratic phaseology.

The most imposing arguments for removing
Stalinists from the schools come from Sidney
Hoak, teacher of philosophy at New York Uni-
versity. He should be happy to discover that his
name was invoked time and again to justify the
Regents’ political test at the University of Cali-
fornia. e

Professor Hook’s viewpoint can be para-
phrased as follows: “A teacher, by joining the
Communist Party, commits an act which de-
stroys his ability to function as a free intel-
lectual. He cannot honestly consider ideas op-
posed to the party line which ‘is laid down in
every area of thought from art to zoology’ but
must turn the classroom into a forum for propa-
gating the ideas and program of Stalinism. As
a dangerous opponent of democracy and the sci-
entific method, he should be-dismissed from his
post.” Hook discards the argument that teachers
should be judged by their performance in the
classroom alone, on the doubtful ground that a
system of spying might be set up, and insists on
applying a political criterion for hiring and fir-
ing. Finally he proposes that action against Stal-
inist teachers be decided by faculties and not
administrations or regents.

Hook merely offers an up-to-date, “liberal”
version of the paternalistic theme. With the
witchhunters (not the Stalinists) subverting

freedom of thought, Hook calmly proposes cer-s

tain “safeguards” while virtually supporting by
‘his silence the general implieations of the attack.

The pundits of American education are not
the: paragons of impartiality assumed by his

- arguments. Nor are all.Stalinists cloak-and-dag-

ger defilers of the Truth. A university is an intel~
lectualized mirror of the outside world and would
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become a dead, useless institution if “one-gided-
ness” (different viewpoints) were suppressed,
Hook’s argumerits are ex post facto rationaliza-
tions for- the attack on aeademic freedom, not
proposals for the strengthening of academic ob--
Jeetivity.

The new infamous case of the leng, bitter
struggle between the professors and the Regents
of the University of California over the imposi-
tion- of a special non-Communist loyalty odth;
presents the most striking example of the dam-
age produced by thie invasion of the campus.

In fear of an attack on the university by the
California Legislature’s Tenney Committee,
President Sproul proposed that all university
employees sign a special non-Communist oath.
The Regents passed the oath measure on June 24,
1949, and immediately imposed it on the unpre-
pared faculty.

The Faculty Hedges

The- intervention of summer vacation cut
short any effective opposition, and many faculty
members, either through fear for their jobs or
through lack of information, signed the oath. A
large minerity (the non-signers) refuséd to be
coerced, and the key to the entire subsequent
fight lay in an adamant refusal to comply. This
stalwart band of scholars was whittled down by
a series of betrayals and compromises from hun-
dreds to a tiny group of ten, who are today fight-
ing the issue in the courts.

The struggle opened guietly enough, for at
first the area of agreement was so great that the
official faculty negotiating committee accepted

.the oath on principle, but demanded that it be °
reworded so as not to “iiisult” the “loyal and

patriotic” faculty, Thus a lack of clarity was
introduced from the very start. The faculty im-
plicitly agreed that Communists should not be al-
lowed to teach; but disliked the oath as a method

- of removing Communists. The ,non-signers,
meanwhile, vociferously demanded the complete .

‘revocation. of the Regents’ aetion.

The Regentsd’ ultimatum of February 24,
1950, finally cut short the futile and endless ne-
gotiations between thém and the faculty com-
mittee (with its compromisist majority). Sign
the oath.or get out! The deadline for signing
was set: for April 30.

The ultimatum imimediately sprang-into na-
tional ‘ prominence. The * campus rockéd with'
chirges and countercharges as university after
utliversity sent messages of support and prom-

ises of finaneial aid. Classroom activity somehow
continued amid denunciations, resolutions and
faculty and student meetings. The faculty, not
daring to muke a real fight, passed resolutions
endorsing the Regents’ anti-Communist policy
in:the hope that the oath would be remioved, but
the Regents refused to budge although the dis-
missal of the hundreds of non-sighers threatened,
the university with virtual dismemberment.

Results of a Compromise

The temperature of the campus reached white
heat as April 30 approuched. Student groups, led
by.the Berkeley Socialist Youth League, organ-
ized into a committee and held a series of dem-
onstrations and meetings in preparation for a
possible ‘student walkout in support of the fac-
ulfy. The academic world, finally aroused to the
danger, deluged. the university with protests,
resolutions of support and promises of financial
aid to the non:signers.

The “compromise” of April 21, proposed by
the Alumni Association, and aceepted by the fac-
ulty committee and the Regents, cut short all
activity. The special oath was replaced by its
equivalent in the professors’ employment con-
tract while the faculty committee on tenure was
given the power to investigate the political be-
liefs of the non-signers and to make recommen-
dations to the Regents. The faculty committee
traded academic freedom for the right of the fac-
ulty to police its own members within the rules
set down by the Regents.

Thinking the issue was over, the faculty set
up-a committee and rather sheepishly examined
the “loyalty” of the non-signers. But even this
abject capitulation failed, for the Regents re-
fused to accept the recommendations of the ten-
ure committee and after surveying the wreckage,
reintroduced the ultimatum. By this time, the
long series of betrayals and equivocations had -
cut 'the non-signers down to a small impotént
group and the fight was over. The Regents dis-
rupted: University life for over eighteen months,
forced every employee to sign the oath; and final-
ly even removed tenure decisions from the hands
of the faculty. .

The results have been disastrous. More than
eighty teaching assistants and lecturers resigned-
or were fired. Twenty-one faculty -non-signers
(many with over twenty years of service) cannot’
teach forty-three-scheduled courses-during the.
fall semester. The psychology deparfment is dis-
membered, graduate students are leaving en

masse, and various professional associations
ha¥®® blacklisted the university: .

The issue of Commiunism proved to' be a
smokescreen, for only two persons were ever
dismissed for' membership in the Comthunist
Party. The success of the invasion of ‘the ¢ampus
is complete, for a free'university has bedn re-
duced to an academic shambles. ' '

Democracy on the Campuis

What can be done at other universifies o
hinder the spreading inquisition? :

In the first place, the mistakes made during
previous fights must not be repeated! ’Tﬁb"stﬁ_-
dent body must actively intervene in defending
the campus from its enemies, for their right 'to
an edueation lies in the balance. The faeulty will
attempt to convert the issue of acadeémic frée-
dom into a power struggle over tenure, and it
will hesitate to stand squarely for the right of
Stalinists and other political dissidents to'teach:
At the University of California, this led to the
sacrifice of teaching assistants and non:signefs
as a compromise measure which in turn-produced
complete collapse.

The following program, distilled" from: the
many struggles which have already taken place,
is esséntial 16 a successful defense of acdadémie
freedom today: (1) no political tests for teachs
ers, (2) the only test for hiring and firing should
be individual competency in the classroom, and
(3} the right to judge competency must rest with
the fdaculty, not the regents, administration or
legislature. '

By combining these principles with a deter-

mined mass effort of faculty and students, the
voice of free thought can be raised againdgt the

‘witchhunters. Timidity and compromise héve al-

ready failed! Faculty reticence should"'nét “tie
the hands of the students who should' step for-
ward and take open and decisive action. Meet-
ings, demonstrations and protests can’ provide
support to the faculty and can convince thefi
that any compromise is a death blow to both
academic freedom and tenure.

In“the last ‘analysis, only ‘general hifts:are
possible. A-convinced and conscious studért body
will discover its own tactics in the heat'of the
struggle, as proved by the magnificent efforts
of the students of Olivet, the University of Cali-
fornia ahd Brooklyn College: What: istimporiant
is a firm determination to defend the university
from its enemies . . . to drive thé coldivee off
the-campus. . :
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On-'w'i'l'hdl‘uﬁu# ofTroops from Korea-

To the Editor:

I regret that LABOR ACTION"

- adds itsi small honest voice ito the

hypocritical howl of the Stalinists
for -the withdrawal ‘of all’ troops

.’ from Korea. It is so very obvious
“ - that this Stalinist-slogan is'eamon-

flage for the real objective, name-
1y, to leave Korea to the tender

- mercy of Stalin-Mao.,

Plainly . the immediate situation

cdlls for a ceasesfife as :the first:

step towards a pessible negotiated

- -péace: If it besaid-that a “negati-

- rated peace,” ‘evenrif ‘possible;- still

g

will not bring thé peace fhat the

-world wants and that socialists
“ -advocate, 1 will agree. But surely

the withdrawal of the troops will
net bring such peace or any:peace;.
and this latter course . will :defi-

" nitely ‘result in a Stalinist Korea.
If that comes anyway,” -at:least.-

" LABOR ACTION need not help, it

o5

along. LABQR ACTION might
make its own contributicn: to.the-

| cease-fire demand as the fifst stép
~10a negotiated peace; by speeify-

r HENS
P

o i

‘ing who should set the terms of
- the cease fire.and-who shbuld he-

gotiate tHe peace.

I want to ask how the concepts
which form the main theme:of:the:
lead article in the December 11
issue—the article: raising the-des

" mand to withdraw all troops from

Korea—would :bé hurt if tHeieease:

fire . were .called for rather .than
the withdrawal of the troops. Con-
traviwise, . how. are -those funda-
mental concepts helped by de-

manding .. the . withdrawal'.of -the

troops? Are not those prineciples,
in. fact, hurt by .associating them
with the samie:slogan -used by the
Stalinists- for their own barbaric
purposes?

Susan GREEN

We are for ‘the withdrawal of
American ‘troaps-from-Korea be-
cause, as:Comrade Max -Shacht-
man put it in the issue before last,
the .Korean ‘war, which began as
an - “irresponsible = adventure” by

-Americanrimperialism, is now fast

becoming .a. “criminal adventure”

in the face of recent events. We

are ret-fer. more ‘American soldiers
d¥ing in an enterprise which has
only pushed, and can only push,
the ‘Asian peeple more firmly into
the snare of ‘Stalinist demagogy.
Even-if the U. S succeeded mili-
tarily in taking all of Korea, the
political victory-has stillibeen won
by Stalinist totalitarianism. Ameri-
can  imperialism vcannot defeat
Stalinism: there, with its policies,
whatever the immediate military

outcome:: This we chave .said many ;
times. It is triply important to say

sg taday.:

The idea of a “negotiated peace,”
which sounds very nice; takes on
different meaning with différent
contents. In thé niouths of what we
used to call the Wallaceite types,
it meant making concessions to
and “dppeasing Russia. This is a
meaningful, if - abhorrent, view-
point: in any negotiations, one has
to be prepared to give as well as to
get. An advocate of ' “negotiated
pedce” has to decide what to give
Russia in exchange for peacde (ot a
temporary lull). That is the Wal-
laceite “negotiated peace.”

What it may medn to Cérnrade
Green, we canriot. say, and it is
possible that she does not feel
called upon to work it out.. A ie-
spomsible:  political - movement,
however, cannot for long. limit. it-
self to the slogan of “negotiated
peace” without. also saying sonte-
thing about the basis ‘of negotia-
tion. A “negofiated peace” on a
socialist basis would be a fifie
thing, and sueh terms could be

worked out, but it wéuld not add-
up to a“practical” program for the -

considerationi-of either Western or
Eastern imperialism bat to an ap-=
peal to the peoples against both.
Perhaps this is what Comrade

. Green has in mind in her phrase

“specifying who ~should set the
terms of the cease-fire and ‘who
should ‘negotiate ‘thé peace:”

Both the U. S. and Russia-China.

may, indeed;. enter- into negotia-

tions over the Korean war before
long, sinee it.is likely that neither
is at present prepared for full-
scale world war. Their negotia-
tions willsbe on -their ustal’ diplo=
maétié level -with*the realities of
military power behind- it. We can-
ot and do not take an iota of re-
sponsibility for .any of-the:results
of such diplomatic power deals
(“n:egotiations™).

Comrade Green lays great stress
(twice) on the fact that the Stal:
inists also' call for thé withdrawal
of troops from Korea. It is fot =
method . of - diseussion: useful for
straight - thinkihg. THe Stalinists
also attaek the MeCdrran Law and
yell for acadefmic freedem; etc., as
“camouflage for.their ‘real ebjec-
tive” and “for. their own. barbaric
purpuses.” Wé expose-them; their
objectives and-purpbses: but sure-
ly Con}rade Green weuld net-have
us abandon any of:-these views (in-
cluding the withdrawal of troops)
simply because the Stalinists are
for this or that aspect of those
views, The policy has to be judged
on its own merits (including its
own merits as a part of a whole:

and rounded policy to fight Stal- -

inism), and not on the principle
that. “we..must ‘be agin’ anything
they're for.”

There are too many people ‘who .
operate-on that system-now; and -

' we. certainly’ do .not-intétid to. add
our’ “small: honest: voice" ‘to their .

howls, either.
Our view ori ‘the ‘withdrawal of
troops from.:Koréa- :foltows= from

everything we have said-4iboéut the

Korean war;- d4nid: ds-/Sudletitsis a

pdrt of-our total positiori-on-it;one |

plank in ouf view of Howr totdeteat
Stalinism ¢in thé worldioTs dsolate
it from .our " whélé :polidy,>. then

match it up against’Sbrething the |

Stalinists say,. and proceed{o faise
the fear of ‘“association’ Wwith the
Stalinists isan exceaditigly unén-

- lightening proeedure. LABOR A€-

TION is, in fact the 1hist effdettve
sorialist instrument of-anti<Stalini-

ist education precisely bebyuse we

are - also uncomproffsifrely’ affic
capitalist. -and. anti-impérialist.—
Ed4. .
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«fE As we reported

¥{ help to defray the expenses

"I Labor

o - Independent Socialist Press:

" Page Eight

A{Continued from page 1)
back: " &ix aircraft carriers, six
cruisérs, the battleship Missouri,
packs of ' destroyers, swarms of
aukiliaty “vessels, and uncounted
numbers of aircraft to give the
United' States unchecked control
over air’and sea. Nevertheless, it
was necessary to dispatch 125,000
Atoériican troops, fully equipped
(morethaxesix divisions), to uti-
lize 80,000 troops of the reaction-
ary Rhee, and assorted UN token
forces. U. S. éasualties alone, up
to. thé time of the Chinese offen-
sive, were reported close to the
80,000:mark. All this, to fight a
war in g small corner of the globe
against 4 “backward satellite of
Russia.

!Thjs-marks. the dissolution of the
r
is ‘@ ¥errible portent of the

,\?‘eultln.g;_the. labor, the blood that !
¥

e Americam people will be

iprity ,and invincibility. But more: .

~forced to pour onto the battle-
fiklds of the world if they permit a

¢hird world war to begin under
the same policies, under the same
capitalist-class leadership that
have dominated up to now. )

i o] _
; Every maneuver in the Korean -

war has been guided by this blus-

ring~ faith in the power of

" “American saber-rattling and con-
tempt for the powers of resist-

‘ance of the peoples .of the East.

=9ruman announced not a war but.

-~ g, police action in Korea. Hitler
Hated to dignify the uprising of
the Warsaw Jews by sending reg-
wlar German troops against them.
tt - would. not do for superior
“Aryans” to admit that contemp-
tible Jews could rise to the level
of warriors.

THE REAL QUESTION

') Qiniilarly, the North Koreans
‘could not-be permitted the dignity
of making war. Americans were
to land .en the peninsula simply
as uniformed policemen to impose
law:and order on ruffians. When
. S. troops neared the 38th par-
allel, India warned that the Chi-
nese would intervene if the par-

e i
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| Correspondents,

|'Contributors,

1‘Readers:

: - PLEASE NOTE!

1 'LABOR ACTION

| and the

INDEPENDENT

1.7 SOCIALIST

: LEAGUE

& {National Office)

4. 'HAVE MOVED

'\ from their offices at-
4 Court Square,

| Long Island City, N. Y.
; to—

| New address:
1114 West 14 St.
| New York 11, N. Y.

+be: housed together with the
News York local of the ISL,
v | which has been located at 114
vl "West- 14 Street throughout.

a few
“I months “ago, the building at
1"4-Court Square was damsged
by fire. We wish to thank our
0 lfriénds for donations received
in- answer to our request for

which- resulted.

The above change of address
|| also applies to all other Inde-
i{ pendent Socialist institutions
previously at 4 Court Square,
| including: i
o Action" Book Service:
_The New International.
alist Youth League (na="
tional: office) . e

“The national office will now |

" down. .. exp
, though it were a matter of mili-
| tary intelligenee and spying and

th of unlimited American supe- | not a matter of political jude-
:?

B = o T o

allel were crossed, But American
strategists, gamblers and adven-
tuvers all, ignoxgd all such ad-
monitions. Bluff{” How could the
‘conitemptible Chinese dare to
stand up - against  the United
States? o

The erushing counter-offensive
which .hurled back ‘the “final”
American victory march, was ac-
companied:*by that most futile
and inane discussion: “Why
weéren’t we warned?” was the in-
sistent question, “Why couldn’t
our information services detect
the mobilization of 600,000 Chi-
nese troops. ofi the Manchurian
borders? How ‘could they swoop
sq .. uiexpectedly?” = As

ment and social wisdom!

The questian that looms so large
for America—as it did before the
Korean war, before the Chinese in-
tervention—is this: Do you not see
the billions of peoples of Asia who
hate imperialism and whe want na-
tional freedom? Victory or defeat
—and now it is defeat—the inter-
vention in Korea and the blockade
of Formosa could have only one
effect, to drive these Asiatic peo-
ples into, the. arms. of Russian Stal-
inismy., g '

That was the reality; that re-
mains the. reality. But American
poliey up to the Chinese interven-
tion was expressed most honestly
and most succinctly by the words
of one high-ranking American of-
ficer in Korea: “We honestly be-
lieved that all we had to do was
stand ap and show our American
uniform and the gooks would
turn and go back across the 38th
parallel.’ )

ASIA ON WORLD STAGE

Now we know that this naive
centempt, this wistful reliance on
the power of the American uni-
form to frighten away all ‘evil, is
suicidal. In Asia, hundreds of
millions of colonial and semi-
colonial peoples who for centuries
have“served as beasts of burden
for powerful imperialist masters
now show that they intend to
fight, in one way or another, for
their freedom. They seek to rise
out of their age-old feudalism,

.and their entry onto the stage of

history as powerful fizhting for-
ces is'one of the most profound
faéts of modern times.

.. The tragedy of our period is

that 'these . .most progressive
yearnings are mainpulated and
perverted to serve a new mon-

-strous .totalitarianism. Every act

L g . . ~
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of the American capitalist class
in Asia serves to deepen the in-
fluence of Stalinism.

Nothing and no one offers any
reasonable alternative policies to
those that have led to the Korean
debacle, except the still weak and
uninfluential voice of Independent
Socialism.

One congressional genius de-
manded the opening of a “second
front” on the Chinese mainland;
and since American troops were
hard pressed to maintain the sev-
eral fronts ipto which their for-
ces were splintered, he insisted
that we mobilize the idle troops
of Chiang Kai-shek to make a
landing. A quarter-century ex-
perience with this same Chiang
led the Chinese masses to tear
him from the pinnacle of power
and reduce him to an islant sat-
rap propped up by American na-
val power. Chiang who drove the
Chinese into the arms of Stalin-
ism, Chiang the semi-fascist dis-
credited dictator, is to carry the
ideals of freedom into Asia!

HOOVER'S QUACK REMEDY

A mode of action better caleu-
lated to strengthen the hold of
Stalinism over the Asiatic peg-
ples would be hard to find, but
Ameriean politicians and com-
mentators ean find them! In the
ludicrous seramble for a policy,
absurdity -and absurdity follow
upon stupidity: Arm Japan!

Manchuria! All-out sup-
port for the French puppet re-
gime in Indo-China! Intermittent
bombings of selected areas in
China!

Even the ghosts of an almost
forgotten past drone out their ad-
vice. The man whose incisive so-
cial vision and rugged individual-
ism guided a stricken nation into
its most bitter days of misery,
Herbert Hoover, musters cour-

age. Every quack has his day

when no one can find a remedy.
His solution for America’s isola-
tion from the world is to quit
Europe and Asia and throw a
parricade around the Western
Hemisphere based on England
and Japan.

The success of this policy re-
quires only that two minor.aspects
be worked out. First: How is the
United, States to win popular sup-
port even for its second-trench de-
fense when it has failed so uiferly
up to now? Second: How to do
what the adversaries of Joe Louis,
in his prime, couldn't do: they
could run but they couldn’t hide.

In all the muddle and turmoil
only one idea pushes out clearly
enough so that all schools of capi-
talist opinion ean grab hold. “We
must arm. We must summon
more millions for the armed for-
ces. We must get ready to sacri-
fice, to fight . . .” But what will
be the final cost of such a war?
Will this spilling of blood be a

January 1, 1951
==

he Hard Lesson of Korea--

‘Bomb

necessary cost of the struggle for
liberty, or the futile price of ¢
niaintaining ecapitalism in the
United States? How to fight Stal-
inism? What are the lessons of
Korea? Instead of answers, we
hear only a bedlam. i

What is urgently, even desper- .
ately, required now is ¢ new pol-
iey, one which relies not primar-
ilv upon military force but one
which aims to win millions of
people all over the world away
from Stalinism, to undermine
their attachment to Russia, to
win them to the struggle for na-
tional freedom and democracy.

In its state of utter confusion
and world political disorientation,
when the ravings of every mad-
man and adventurer in Congress
or out receive a respectful and
serious audience from press and
public, only one possible #urn in
poiicy is ignored, exactly the enly
sane world course which could
possibly bring the Americon peo-
ple out of their isolation from the#:
peoples of-the rest of the world. ’
This is: to appeal not to dictaters, °
capitalists, landlords, and oppres-
sors, but to the peoples who want
land, jobs, demeocracy, national
dignity; to organize against all ex-
ploiters in a common, world-wide
fight for freedom.

This is exactly what a capital-
ist United States-cannot do. This
is what an Independent Secialist
poliey could do. '

Readens Take the

Socialist Arms for Germany

To the Editor:

It is considered inevitable that
Western Germany will be one of
the first major European coun-

tries invaded from the east as -

soon as. World War II “really”
begins. It is equally clear that
the military occupation of ~this
partifioned country by Russian
or satellite troops will mark the
death of any bona-fidle German
trade-union movement and the
enslavement of the workers, not
to mention the physical destruc-
tion of any socialist or social-
demoeratic parties.

Today Western Germany is an
occupied country, and its people
are being offered the chance to
farnish themselves as cannon
fodder for the very armies that
occupy it, so that another imper-
ialist nation might not substitute
its armies and its government in
place of the present regime.
“There is certainly nothing to be
gained by the German people in
furnishing such puppet troops.
At the same time a real outside
threat does menace them.

Here is where the Third Camp

position can be applied with the °

maximum results. Such a pro-

gram as will be outlined can cer- -

tainly meet the needs of the
gituation. Not only that, but it
will diminish any fifth-column ac-
tivities as well. Naturally it will
be unacceptable to the reaction-
ary imperialist governments now
occupying Germany. As revolu-
tionary socialists, however, we do
not appeal to reactionary govern-
ments relying upon such appeals
alone, but to the masses of the
people themselves, and especially
to the labor movement.

(1) Immediate distribution of
arms by the trade-union move-
ment in Germany together with
Socialist Party ' supervision, to
the workers for their individual
possession,

(2) A workers’ militia, under
trade-union~auspices, to elect its
own officers, to drill in units rang-
ing down to “cells” of resistance,
in case the country became occu-
pied. All werkers to be allowed
to participate democratically in
such ‘organizations, and to be aec-

tive politically off-duty. (Certain- |-

<} :-ly: such ‘an’ organization could
engender more of a will to fight -

~than “all the Sam

oy

Browne. belts.

and gleaming brass in the world
with democratic, participation, as
might be able to conjure up on
meticulous parade. grounds. With-
out this-will to fight . . . the rest
is silence.)

(3) Such a mational organiza-
tion to call for aid from other
similar national organizations in
France, the Benelux countries,
and the Scandinavian countries.
Naturally the Stalinists will be
unable to suppert such a pro-
gram and will be shown up for
what they are: agents of Russia.

(4) Immediate withdrawal of
all oceupying troops, so that for-

eign domination might be avoid-

ed. Foreign arms will be accepted,
but no troops outside of volun-
teers who place themselves under
the leadership of the German
union and socialist movements.

(6) A declaration of princi-
ples and organization:

(a) Rejecting all foreign dom-
ination, whether Western Cap-
italism or Eastern totalitarian-
ism.

(b) A Third Camp statenmient

looking toward national planning
the solution to the people’s prob-
lems. )

(c) A call for the rest of Eu-
rope to unite behind such a
program, pooling resourees, and
manpower to facé their problems
together. #

This would be a socialist solu-
tion_to the danger of World War
III in Europe. Such a solution
could call upon “enemy” troops
to join with the defénders, to
‘turn upon their officers, and to
wrest control from the hands of
the totalitarians now enslaving
them. The Stalinists would trem
ble, for it would be ridieulous
them to claim that trade-union-
led workers’ militias would em-
bark upon aggressive campaigns
against other European workers.
The aggression that would re-
sult from such a program would
be the aggression of the enslaved
people against their “masters.”
That is the kind of “aggression”
(spelled liberation) that socialists |
stand for. That is the kind of

“agoression” 'that imperialists -
cannot tolerate!
Oakland, Dec. 22 . J. WALKER
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