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Five Cenis

Brooklyn College Scandal: Protests Reveal
Administration’s Role in Rigging of Election

By PAUL AXTELL

“Some of the finest speeches about training for citizenship
are made by people who behave like autocrats when confronted
with specific circumstances.”—President Harry D. Gideonse of
Brooklyn College, in a speech some years ago.

President Gideonse has been confronted with still another “specific
circumstance,” in the words of the above-quoted speech—which was

obviously autobiographical.

. ~This one concerns the role of the Brooklyn College administration
in what is probably the dirtiest of all school“elections in the college's
history. [See the last issue of the STUDENT SOCIALIST for Oct. 22 for

the background—Ed.]

The scandal centers around last
spring’s elections for the Student
Governing Council (SGC) and in
particular about the campaign ac-
tivities of the pro-administration
party in that election, the Campus
Affairs . Party (CAP}, whose
presidential candidate was Dave
Goldman.

The CAP’s presidential candi-
date was opposed by Willie Sand-
ler, running for the Liberal Inde-
pendent Party (LIP). Sandler
had been a member of the Cam-
pus Coalition for the Reinstate-
ment of Vanguard, the former
college newspaper which Gideonse
had autocratically suspended and
replaced with the present Kings-
man. The coalition had been com-
posed of liberal and socialist stu-
dents opposing the administra-
tion’s assault on academic free-
dom. Sandler was obviously per-
sona non grate to Gideonse.

The results of the election were
announced as being extremely
close and a series of recounts and
checks took place. These showed
fluctuating results, but in the last
three recounts taken before the
end of the spring semester Sand-
ler was ahead by a steady margin.

THE ODOR MOUNTS

The elections committee then
held a “final recount” during the
summer, when most students are
out and student politieal life is in
suspension, and announced that
the winner was—Goldman. Sand-
ler and the SGC protested and
asked for a new election.

. The odorous history of this affair
includes, among other things, the
stealing of LIP campaign litera-
ture, the slashing of an LIP silk-
screen, and the 'disappearance”
of statements by LIP candidates

* from the files of Kingsman. This

campus paper, as the administra-

. tion-sponsored successor to Van-

guard, is run by a staff which is
not very discreet in its exhibition
of bias in favor of the CAP, of the
fraternities and of the administra-
tion.

Some of the most outrageous
electioneering stunts of the cam-
paign, which received virtually
ng.notice in the newspaper, were
recently revealed by a Special
Elections Investigating Commit-
tee report of the SGC and by a
Jetter to Gideonse by Willie Sand-
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ler, the LIP candidate who was
counted out.

Sandler reports:

“The first morning of voting,
every students upon arriving at
school found upon his seat a book-
let of approximately seven mime-
ographed sheets urging the elec-
tion of Mr. Goldman and other
members ‘of his party. This oc-

curred in spite of an election rule
prohlhltmg the distribution of
campaign material in school. The
regulation was clearly circum-
vented by a telephone call to Dean
Marroney at his home in which
the caller asked for permission to
distribute the leaflets in school
and neglected to inform Dean
Marroney of the rule prohibiting
such action. . . . The importance
of this move.and its skillful tim-
ing cannot be overestimated. It
oceurred the first day of voting
when anything read by the stu-
dents would still be fresh in their
nemories. It reached over 2500
students. It could have easily in-
fluenced over a hundred votes.”

ROGUE'S GALLERY

Sandler also reveals that in or-
der to mimeograph their material
CAP members "illegally entered
the school mimeograph roem during
the weekend before elections and

In yet another blow at academic
freedom, the Gideonse adminis-
tration at Brooklyn College, not
content with merely meddling
with the student elections, has re-
cently banned the campus chap-
ter of the Stalinist front group,
Young Progressives of America
(YPA).

Gideonse's anti-democratic at-
tacks do not become more frag-
rant because he justifies them as
necessary against the totalitarians
of the detestable Stalinist move-
ment.

Brooklyn’s Faculty - Student
Committee on Student Activities,
serving as executioner, was given
authority by a ruling of the Fac-
ulty Council to suspend or revoke
the charter of any campus group
which it deems “communist, com-
munist-related, or otherwise sub-
versive of the college or the na-
tional welfare.” This is as broad
a formula as any under which
the Stalinist totalitarians operate
themselves.

THE REAL VICTIM

Unlike its own’ sycophants on
the Kingsman's editorial board,
the administration has presented
ne maze of rationalizations. The
wording of its authoritarian
edict makes perfectly clear that
it-is interested in eliminating op-
position, democratic prerogatwea
notwithstanding. In this it is in
complete accord with the policies
and methods of Washington in

_the current imperialist cold war.

After all, could we expect any-
thing different from Gideonse
when, on a national and global

‘scale, the Truman administration

cynically and ruthlessly utilizes the
ideas and methods of reaction .in
its self-styled war for freedom and
against Stalinist Russia’s police
state—loyalty purges, subversive
lists. economic and political sup-
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Ban on YPA Attacks
Democracy, Not Stalin

port to such defenders of democ-
racy as Franco, Chiang Kai-shek,
Syngman Rhee, ad nauseam?

It is not for the sake of this
Stalinist youth group that we op-
pose Gideonse’s extension of the
“anti-red” witchhunt on the com-
pus. Socialist youth are the stout-
est in consistently fighting the
supporters of Moscow’s totali-
tarianism and breaking their in-
fluence over students. But as in
the nation as a whole, such at-
tacks on academic freedom ‘and
the right to political opinion are
far more serious with regard to
the democratic rights of all the
students than they are with re-
spect to the fate of the YPA.
Stalinism can be beaten demo-
eratically, politically, among the
students; it is demoeracy which
is the wictim of the witchhunt
method.

availed themselves of school prop-
erty. To accomplish this they had
to enter the schoel when restricted
to do so and obtain the key to the
mimeograph room. That they ac-
complished this without too much
difficulty is characteristic of the
entire election.”

The Student-Governing Council
report reveals that Ed Karlin,
CAP vice-presidential candidate
and Kingsman business manager,
was involved in this action. Kar-
lin is further indicted by the re-
port as follows:

“The advertisement appearing
in Kingsman in the form of a
letter to the student body [which
lumped the LIP with a Stalinist
“independent” candidate, who was
also in the race, as birds of a
feather—P. A.] and signed by
Mr. Elliot Krasnick as the presi-
dent of Common Cause [a right-
wing student political club] is in
the opinion of the committee ‘a
willful eircumvention of [studént]
council’'s ruling on advertise-
ments. Furthermore, we are con-
vineced that Mr. Karlin, as busi-
ness manager of Kingsman, was
in collusion with Mr. Krasnick in
accepting the ad. . . . The distri-

- bution of CAP pamphlets on the

seats of Boylan Hall, with the

_ permission of Dean Marroney,

cannot be condoned by this com-
mittee. . . . This action was di-
rected by the aforementioned Mr.
Karlin.”

This fellow Karlin got around,
didn’t he? . . But the CAP
rogues’ gallery is not yet com-
plete.

THE "GOOD CITIZEN"

We also have to introduce
Daniel Schneider, president of
CAP, who. illegally entered and
used the facilities of the regis-
trar’s office for the purpose of
printing campaign literature. Com-
ments Irwin Laineff, a member of
the Elections Committee, in yet
another protest to Gideonse:

“For this action Mr. Schneider
was dismissed from his position
[by the administration] only to
be rehired days later. Certainly
this act by the president of CAP
should have been brought to the

attention of the proper 'authori-
ties, if not the entire student

‘body.” (My -italics—P. A.)

Campus politics makes some
not-so-strange bedfellows. We
now have a flesh-and-blood exam-
ple of what Gideonse means when
he speaks, as he does so often, of
the “good campus citizen.”

On the ballot-counting itself,
we again quote Willie Sandler:

“The last and final count of
ballots spelled victory for Mr.
Goldman by a margin of 23 votes,
But-this was only one of a long
series of conflicting counts and
checks, the results of which flue-

~tuated anywhere from 5 to 40

votes. To simply say that we must
stop counting some time and
therefore the next recount shall
determine the election . . , seems
like a rather unjust way of solv-
ing the problem. Yet this is pre-
cizely what was done. If the Elec-
tions Committee had been able
to explain satisfactorily the dif-
ferences in election returns, how
and why the vote fluctuated . . .
only then could I accept one final
count as binding. Unfortunately,
this is not the case.”

"CROOKED"

In this connéction, it is inter-
esting to note that last term
Gideonse immediately suspended
the election results when Sandler
was the victor; but he is pres-
ently ignoring SGC’s and Sand-
ler’s request for a runoff election.

Bill Arron, another of the three
chairmen of the Elections Commit-
tee, may be on the right track in
expressing ‘‘concern' over the
fact that in the two-week interval
between the next-to-last and lu?‘
recount the ballots were kept In
an open safe. This interesting reve-
lation may also be one of the fac-
ters that led the aforementioned
election committeeman Irwin Lain-
off, who was in charge of the final
count, to declare publicly that the
final election results were crooked.

All of which should make many
LIP members and supporters
grateful that they are not con-
sidered “good campus citizens” by
the administration. It should give
them such a clean feeling.
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