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Indonesian Republic_Fights for Life

Will the Dutch be able to “get awaylwith it"?

"Their brutal, barefaced and brazen attack upon
the Indonesian Republic has met with a reeception
that makes it highly doubtful. It is worth looking
into the reasons therefor, and into what the labor
and socialist movement can do to see to it that these
second-rate imperialists are turned back.

The Dutch rapists are up against three forces.

First of all, as they know, they have, harged into
and upset the plans of the hlgher-ups in the UN
(Washington and London) for what the latter ecall
an “anti-Communist front” in Asia—that is, the
mobilization of the colonial peoples in that part of
the world against the Russian rival under the egis
of Western imperialism.

At- this particular time Stalinism is sweeping
China and its movement there is an attractive force
for all the independence movements of Asia. In addi-
tion, a substantial Stalinist army, composed largely
of demobilized Republican soldiers and the former
Socialist Youth Corps, is in open revolt against the re-
public in the hills of Java. The Anglo-Americans,
whose ''Good Offices Committee” on the spot wit-
nessed the Stalinist revolt, fear that the destruction
of the republican leadership by the Dutch will simply
hand over leadership of the independence movement
to the Stalinists, whose armies could become the nu-
cleus of 'a new resistance.

It is interesting to note the big play which the
American press has given to this particular shame-
ful episode as compared with the virtual soft-pedal-
ing of the similar operations of the French in Mada-
gascar and Indo-China. It is evident that the U.S.
and Britain are indeed annoyed (“disturbed” say
the press dispatches)—because their own plans are
being interfered with. Annoyed, disturbed, inconve-
nienced—yes; not morally indignant—how can they
be? Not appalled by the injustice—how can they be?
As a Times dispatch put it delicately:

“In brief, the British sympathize with the Du#ch
in their exasperation, especially as the British' them-
selves have been obliged to take similar action in
Malaya, but they wish that the Dutch had not forced

U. S. Labor Can Help Them!

a little longer to settle the Indonesian problem in the
same amicable way that Ilrlfuin disposed of the In-
dian issue.”

And so we may see the really unusual spectacle
of the United States and Britain going to bat for
“justice” to Indonesia, or at least making a stab in
that direction, since it is only the pipsqueak colonial-
ists of Holland who are involved, and these latter
have to be shown that they mustn’t allow their own
unimportant lusts to interfere with the bigger game
that is going on across the imperialist chessboard.

Surely a perfect setup for the UN to win (at
long last) a “victory” for “peace and demoecracy” by
throwing Dutch interests to the wolves, as long as
these interests stand in the way of Washington and
London anyway. If the UN fails to come through
even in such a situation, it will undoubtedly be be-
cause the great democrats from the Western bloc
find it inconvenient to get around the Dutch plea:
“Why crack down on us when you two have done
the same thing with impunity elsewhere?”

If anything will force the hand of the real bosses
in the UN, it is the courageous fight put up by the
Indonesian people themselves, despite the fact that
the conservative wing of their own leadership does
not have too much heart for a thoroughgoing strug-
gle. And this second force is not only the people of

Indonesia themselves, but the aroused hatred of all .

of Asia. Indian Premier Nehru truly warned the
Dutch that “No one can prevent the tide of indepen-
dence in the Asiatic countries.”

Thirdly, precisely in such a situation as we have
described, where the lines of inter-imperialist interest
are criss-crossing, there is an excellent opportunity
for the labor and socialist movement to throw its
weight against the rape of Ind ia. The Ind ian
representative in the United States, Dr. Soemitre, has
already pointed to the fact that unionists in. Austra-
lia had refused to load cargoes scheduled for the
Netherlands, and has said that there are "plans now
in the stage of formation" to enlist labor unions in
the United States toward the same end.

There’s where our own CIO and AFL come in,
and there’s a job for militants in the unions. Hit the

the issue at this embarrassing moment and had tried

Dutch imperialists with a labor embargo!

Irgun:

By AL and ED FINDLEY

Menachem Beigin's recent visit to
the U. S., heralded by full page ads,
attracted attention and aroused con-
siderable contiroversy. There were an
open letter signed by Rabbi Lazaro.n,
a Protestant minister and a Catholic
priest, and a statement issued to the
welcoming committee signed by Prof.
Einstein, Sidney Hook and other per-
sonalities (including Seymour Mel-
man of the Council for Jewish-Arab
Cooperation), both of which dttacked
Beigin. In addition, there was the
- picket line of the Workers Party and
the Socialist Youth League. Who is
Beigin? What is his Freedom Party
(Irgun) and why all the furor?

The answer to the last guéstion is
that the Freedom Party, headed by
Beigin, is making a bid for power in
Israel. Their success or failure in
Israel depends to a considerable ex-
tent on the amount of moral and
financial support they can muster in
ihe U.S.A. in general and among the
Jews in particular. The Irgun com-
mander, Beigin, has to some extent
become a legendary figure, whose
anti-British struggle has attracted
many Americans — liberals dnd ex-
radicals. They admire this struggle,
but are not familiar with the politi-
cal history of the Irgun leaders and
unknowingly aid a party that is a
threat to the democratic character of
Israel and a barrier to Arab-Jewish
cooperation and to peace in the Near
East.

The Freedom Party poses as a new
political formation, which sprang .into
existence full-blown through the
transformation of the Irgun into a
political party. The fact is that it it-
self acknowledges a political tradi-
tion and an organized. body of
thought. Any attempt to deal with
the Freedom Party on the basis of
its platitudinous program would bé
sheer nonsense. Only one thing can
be gathered from its program—the
Freedom Party considers itself an ir-
redentist movement above classes.

To really understand the Freedom
~Party and; the Irgun a study of its
4 leaders and their political origin and

past politics is negessary. Not the Vi

Irgun, the Freedom Party, nor any
.of its- leaders have ever repudiated
their political ideology. We must
look at the political tradition of the
organization, see whose disciples they
claim to be and whose books they

A Documenfaﬂon of the

hreat to Israel Democracy

The fabulous Indies is one of the
richest colonial areas in the world
and occupies a posilion of enoromus
economic and strategic importance.
Today, it is the greatest colonial prize
in the world—or at least the object
of the Dutch is to retain it intact as
such. C i

The population df 70 millions has
been transformed by: the foreign rul-
ers from a primitive,but self-sustain-
ing agriculture and handicraft people
into export raw-material producers,
¢ompletely suborcﬁ}iﬁfte to the world
market and without any political con-
trols to moderate’ thé ruinous effects
of world capltalism ‘on the islands’
economy. Imperidlism destroyed the
old .economy so completely that the
Indies is now a fooeii deficit area.

THE IMPERIALIST ECONOMY

* The wealth of Thdenesia is natural.
Its share of world’ raw-material pro-
duction has been estimated as follows:
90 per cent of all quinine, 80 per cent
of all pepper, 75 per cent of all kapok,
37 per cent of all' rubber, coconut
products—28 per cent, tin—I18 per

Accusations

ple who constitute its leadership.

tions?

below.

We have received several challenges to justify the accusations we
recently made against the Irgun movement, now called the Freedom
Party (Heiruth) in Palestine. The article which appears below, the
most extensive account of the Irgun movement yet published so far as
we know, presents that justification. To questioners we have said, and
repeat it here, that we are prepared to withdraw any part, or the
whole, of our indictment if it can be disproved.

As the article sets forth, we recognize a difficulty. Until recently
when it officially became a political party, that is to say, during its
years of underqronnd existence, the Irgun published few written docu-
ments except for broadsides. The nature of Irgun must therefore be
traced to its originators, to the elements which compese it, to the peo-

Some Irgun sympathizers have claimed that the Heiruth cannot be
held responsible for the views that individuals who are now in its lead-
ership, once held; that, for example, one could not accuse an anti-
Stalinist organization of Stalinism because former Stalinists have joined
it. The difference is that in the case of, let us say, a Stajinist joining a
social-democratic party in the U.S., it is done as a clear break with
Stalinism, and everybody knows it. But where is this true of theé. Irgun
party, or its leaders whom we discuss below? Where are the program-
matic disclaimers of Jabotinskyism? Where are the written repudia-

Admittedly, much of our ewdence Is "old,” going back to the 30s or
before. We have, however, seen no evidence to discount the valldity of
this evidence today. We have heard the argument that much of the evi-
dence against Irgun comes from anti-lrgun sources, like the labor Zion-
ists. That is more or less in the nature of things. However, the accusa-
tions made by these sources link logically with the views of those who
can be proved to be the ideological treators of Irgun, as set. forth

So too, Irgunist sympathizers have pointed to the heroic bﬁ!_ndwur
of young Irgun fighters in the fight against Britain. Yes, this heroism,
this militancy is to be commended, and we have done so in LABOR AC-
TION. These young men and women may themselves have been moti-
vatéd by the noblest purposes. Unfortunately, it is irrelevant to the
matter, as irrelevant as the heroism of a Chinese peasant fighter would
be in discussing the political objectives of Chinese Stalinism,

We are prepared to return to this question as occasion demands,
either to add to the evidence here presented, or to withdraw what-
ever in our charges can be proved false. We would like to hear in Wrif-
ing from an official spokesman for Irgun or the Freedom Party.—Editor.

continue to circulate as official dog-

-ma.

In addition, we must take into ac-
count- the character of its supporters
and the movements with which they
are fusing. (Beigin is reported to have
promulgated a slogan, “No Link—No
Bridge” to .the Revisionists when he
assuméd command of Irgun in 1943.
We cannot, however, view this as

" anything more than a political con-
) vemenee)

“The job of nailing down the Irgun
and Freedom Party is a little diffi-
cult. For one thing, they were an
underground ‘organization and there
is little material except for broad-
sides, radio statements and only occa-
sional written proclamations. In ad-

dition, in the past few years, since
the Irgunists began to préetend to be
an “all elass and all party” national
movement, they have deliberately
withheld their ideas.

However, an impartial examination
of the evidence can come to only one
conclusion. The Freedom Party, with
the reactionary ideological back-
ground of its leadership, its social
composition, its chauvinism, its
hostility to the trade union move-
ment today — coupled . with the
fact'that it has never seriously repu-
diated the anti-labor ideology: of its
theoretical founders—suggests a defi-
nite fascist -threat. A threat that at
present, after the defeat of Hitler
and Mussolini and in the present

democratic atmosphere of Palestine,
assumes a different form but that can
nevertheless drive to fascism given
the proper historical turn. of events.

ORIGIN OF IRGUN—
THE REVISIONISTS

The Irgun's early history is shroud-
ed in some mystery. One thing is
elear, however. The Irgun was found-
ed in the thirties by dissident group-
ings within the Revisionist movement.
Who are the Revisionists and what
is their ideology? .

The Revisionists were (and are) an
ultra-nationalist - organization within
the Zionist movement, originally led
by Vladimir Jabotinsky. This move-
ment developed an anti-labor orienta-
tion and practice. It was also anti-
Arab. Tn addition to its chauvinist
and reactionary character, the Revi-
sionists had groupings that openly
proclaimed fascist ideas. Of these, the
best known are the “Revolutionary
Zionists,” the “Brith Baryonim” and
the group around Wolfgang Von Wei-
sal.

The Revolutionary Zionist program

called for “a mnational dictatorship,

creation of a Jewish state through
blood and fire.”” Their programmatic
statement went on-to say “Mussolini
is'the man who saved humanity from
communism. We are the pioneers in
the struggle against Socialism, Marx-
ism and Communism, ... For ten
vears we have been seeking a Jewish
Mussolini.,” (Alazaroff ‘trial evidence,
Aug. 1933) : =

" Abba Achlmeyer was one. of the
most anti-labor and pro-fascist think-
ers of the Revisionist movement. He
was ‘the theoretician of the Brith
Baryonim.

ABBA ACHIMEYER's political
philosophy is clearly indicated in the
speéech he made to an assembly of
Haifa students. “You are not students,
you are so much molasses. There is
not one of you capable of committing
murder after the fashion of those
German students who murdered
Rathenau. [German liberal leader—
F.] You lack the national spirit that
dominated the Germans. There is not
a single one among you who could
kill like the German students who
murdered Karl Liebknecht and Rosa
Luxembourg.”

Abba Achimeyer is now one of the
(Continued on page 3)
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TO ALL OUR FRIENDS, WE EXTEND OUR WARMEST NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS—FOR A
YEAR OF SUCCESSFUL STRUGGLE FOR THE INTERESTS OF LABOR AND TOWARD SO-
CIALIST VICTORY AND THE EMANCIPATION OF HUMANITY —The Editors.

J '?abuhlous Indies: Imperialists
to Regain Rich Colonial Prize

cent, tea—18 per cent. In addition the
Indies export 7 to 8 million tons of
oil annually and have valuable de-
posils. of bauxite, manganese iron,
gold and silver. It is a veritable treas-
ure chest,

In 1941 Japan aimed at the Indies
as the great storehouse for the sus-
tenance for its war economy, in its
initial war strategy. p

While the people have been reduced
to impoverished peasants and labor-
érs constantly on the rim of starva-
tion, the islands have become the
meeting ground for all the worlds’
imperialisms. For while the Dutch
dominate the economy (in fact, the
place of Netherland's capitalism is a
direct consequence of its enormous
extractions in the colonies), they do
not monopolize it.

Even before the war U. S. con-
trolled 40 per cent of the oil indusiry,
with the British holding most of the
balance. Today WU. S. interests are
probably dominant in oil and consid-
erable in rubber and tin. The Dutch
dominate the sugar plantations, the
British control the rubber, while the
French, the Belgians,. Italians and
Chinese chew at the residue. In 1937
foreign investments were estimate at
about $1.4 billions. In.recent ‘decades
the ‘Dutech have served the role of

-policemen-for “expanding intwatr-et:;-;—-;'

other imperialisms'in the !sl:mﬂs, par-
ticularly ‘American . and British.

Corporate colessi like Royal Dutch
Shell, Socony-Vacuum, General Mo-
tors, Goodyear Rubber, Unilever, and
the Dutch State itself (which monap-
olizes large industries and resources)
—extract from Sumatra, Java, Timor
and a hundred other islands between
250 and 400 million dollars annually
in trade.

CONDITION OF PEOPLE

The condition of the people, by con-
trast, is described by Robert Payne,

in his excellent book “The Revolt of
Asia,” as follows:

. “The Indonesians resented their de-
privation from the elementary rights
offered to the Europeans; their duties
were laid clearly before them [by
traditional law of the ADAT—J. B.],
they possessed none of the advan-
tages defined by Roman-Dutch law.
Feudalism remained, harsher than in
any other country in the Far East....
Up to 1941 great feudal estates existed
in Java where the landowners de-
manded from the peasants the fall
52 days’ labor to which they were en-
titled by law; in Java alone nearly
a quarter of a million people lived
out their precarious peon lives in vir-

s Y

See story on political devel-
opment of the Nationalist
movement in Indonesia by Jack

: Brud—-puge 3.

e 7

tual slavery. . . . Feudalism in Su-
matra survived till the Spring of 1946,
when the. sultans were deprived  of
their power by an armed rising of the
peasants led by stndents. Forced - la-

bor. persisted to the ver_f em'l' of.

Dutch rule.”

As everywhere else, imperialism in
the Indies, formed an alliance with
native feudalism which heightened
the anguish of poverty created by for-
eign rule. The peasant lived in base
ignorance, on two bowls of rice daily,
his life span half that of his Dutch
master, his body stunted in growth,
his intellect tied to traditional obedi-
ence and delicate handicrafts. Village
economies, based on communal Adat
law, are in a state of permanent in-
stability.

Socialist Youth League Addresses
An Appeal to Militants in YPSL

An appeal to the militants in the
Young People’s -Socialist League from
the National Bureau of the Socialist
Youth League,

Dear Comrades:

The main responsibilities of social-
ists today are 1) to maintain their
complete independence from Russian
and American imperialism; 2) to
place the interests of socialism above
the interests of a “lesser evil” impe-
rialism; 3) to state clearly and hon-
estly that they will not subordinate
the politics of socialism even tempo-
rarily to the interests of American
imperialism in a Third World War.

That these are our prime political
obligations as socialists should be ob-
vious, However, an equally important
responsibility of individual socialists
is to give these views some practical
meaning through participation in an
organized socialist force. It is here,
we feel, that those revolutionary o~
cialists who are in the Young Peo-

ple’s Socialist League are faced with
a dilemma. For the concrete applica-
tion of their convictions as young
militants is restricted through their
participation in a movement which is
hopelessly lost in lib - lab reformist
phraseology that is passed off as a
“program’; and in a movement whose
internal life is stagnant and bureau-
cratic.

The Socialist Party, to which its
youth section is politically subordi-
nate, cannot by virtue of its politics
and traditions offer a fruitful field
for socialist activity. Those militant
socialists who have attempted to in-
ject the Socialist Party and the Young
People's Socialist League with a rev-
olutionary program have been frus-
trated at every turn. Their efforts
will be no more successful in the fu-
ture than in the past because the ills
of the Socialist Party are not acci-
dental; the -conservatism of this
movement lies in its basic reformist
character, which cannot be reformed.

(Continued in Youth Corner, page 2)

ch Attack on Indonesia
orld-Wide Protest!

By WILLIAM BARTON

Operating. with planned pre-
cision, Dutch military, naval
and air forces last Monday in-
vaded the positions held by the
Indonesian Republic in Java
and Sumatra according to the
truce agreement of last Janu-
ary. The all-out campaign has
already captured the Indone-
sian capital of Jogjakarta and
has overrun much of the popu-
lous and rich sector of both
islands.

World-wide attention has been fo-
cused on this struggle. While the gov-
ernments of the U. S. and Britain let
it be known that they are “disturbed”
[See editorial on this page—Ed.]
Prime Minister Nehru of India voiced
the reactions of all the people of Asia
in blasting the Netherlands gnvem-
ment attack. Action has already start-
ed in Australian labor ecircles to re-
fuse to handle cargo for the Dutch,
and it is expected that this movement
may spread to other circles.

The official Netherlands explana-
tion is that the war is merely a series
of “police measures,” the same char-
acterization the Japanese war lords
gave to their eight-year war in China
With that excuse, the Dutch govern-
ment is attempting to parry any UN
intervention; the embarrased UN
Good Offices Committee, operating in
Jogjakarta under the truce agree-
ment, has termed the Dutch action a
“violation” of the previous agreement.

-The Indonesian. Republican. govern-
ment had toned down ifs drive for
mdependence by ‘dgreeing to a Dl.tﬂ‘.h
proposal to become part of a Uhited
States of Indonesia within -the Dutch
empire, with a completely equal,
status for the Indonesians. Other par-
ticipating groups were to be some of
the other islands in the Indies ruled
by Dutch-sponsored leaders. The cur-
rent aggression has been so flagrant
and brazen that the cabinets of two
of these governments have remgned
in protest.

CAPITALS DISTURBED .

These events have “disturbed” the
capitals of the Western powers, in
danger of losing out to the Stalinists
in much of Asia. As Premier William
Drees told the Dutch Parliament, it
should not hope that “the outside
world will understand at once the
necessity for this action.” The British
Foreign Office, which has been able
to temporarily stabilize its position
in the Far East, is very sympathetic
with the Dutch position, but is obvi-
ously annoyed at the timing, with its
possible repercussions in India and
elsewhere.

The United States is in an even
more uncomfortable hot seat. It has
received an Indonesian request to ter-
minate Marshall Plan aid to Helland.
With its position daily growing weak-
er in China, it cannot afford to alien-
ate anyone on the Western shores of
the Pacific. On the other hand, the
Dutch government is a charter mem-
ber of the Western military bloe.
American spokesmen brought the
matter before the UN but so far re-
main completely silent on their own
opinion of the “police action.”

The territory of the Indonesian Re-
public has been one of the richest
colonial spoils in history. After the
end of the war in the Pacific, the In-
donesian people took the stated war
aims seriously and set up their own

(Continued on page 2)

Contest Murray Hold in Md. (IO

Ship-Auto Delegates Form Progressive Opposition Caucus

BALTIMORE—The struggle of a mili-
tant bloc of CIO unions, led by ship
and auto locals, to unseat the Murray
machine from control of the State
CIO Industrial Council was the main
issue of the Maryland CIO convention
which was held here December 16, 17,
and 18, The anti-Stalinist fight took a
back seat, and the small bloc of
around 25 to 30 votes (out of a total of
546) controlled by the followers of
the Communist Party line was the
balance of power which threw the
elections to the Murray bloc.

The issues of the militant opposition
bloc were not presented very clearly,
but came out gradually during the
discussion on various resolutions. The
general charge was that the present

officers, who had been in power for
about five years, represented a do-
nothing policy. The executive com-
mittee of the Council had met only
three times since the last convention,
and one of those was a meeting to
arrange the convention, and a second
was held because of the pressure of
the opposition to do something about
PAC policy for the presidential elec-
tions.

During the discussion on the legis-
lative resolution, the ship-auto oppo-
sition tried to get an election of a
regular representative at meetings of
the legislative council of the state as-
sembly. They pointed out that the
CIO had been represented there in
the past on only a few isolated occa-

sions, and that it should have a
planned,  consistent and aggressive
program of pressure to carry out the
legislative program that was being
adopted.

The failure of Maryland labor to
carry the state for Truman in the na-
tional elections was laid, at least in
part, at the door of the do-nothing
policies of the state council.

CLOSELY DIVIDED

The incumbent officers of the stite
council, President Di Dominicus, head
of the Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers Joint Board, and Secretary-Treas-
urer Klauzenberg, President of the
Bethlehem - Sparrows Point Steel

(Continued on page 2)



LABOR ACTION

sl e Vi o Tl S

By B R E  TRTLE T

B o

Decembér 27, 1948

~ Oppose

(Continued from page 1)
Workers' Local, had been in office
five and three years respectively. Dur-
ing that time, the State CIO Council
was considered to be a generally inef-
fective . body. During the war, the
Stahmst-led locals had controlled the
s:,ate ccoungil , through - an ahgnment
wdhr the Steel ‘and Am\algamategl
Clothmg ‘workers locals with Di Do-
minicus and Klauzenberg still the
officers.

. The sp-called right wing locals—
autp tezgtg}@, ship and others—split
from the qunml chargmg Comnu-~
nist Party domination. The 1947 state
convention. was t.h,g: ﬁrs@ com:@imon in
which the “right wing” came back
into the State Council, though they
were unable then to unseat the Stal-
inist-Murray combination. This year
the year the auto-ship locals organ-

Vs . N
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Sldellgh-i'

We' wonder if some of the Steel
Union delegates noticed that the
same Steel Union officers who tried
to shoo them away from the Socialist
convention visitor by charging that
the visitor was a Communist, weren't
a bit bashful about puiting a Com-
munist Party line supporier on their
slate. Could it be that what was
really worrying these officers was
that they didn't want “their” dele-
gates discussing convention problems
with anyone ontside the steel caucus?

an Eelalidl N 4

. g v v e v

ized a caucus to niake a determined
bid to take control.
It was obvious, as soon as the con-

vention opened, that the present con-
tr, oliinv group iv:tended to make no

sh1p caucus, but to atternpt to keep
exclusive control of the State Coun-
cil. They circulated a slate continu-
ing the same essential line-up. Di
DOmmlcus was to resign the presi-
dency. while Klauzenberg would run
again for secretary-treasurer. Frank
Bender, regional CIO director, drop-
ped his usual role of trying to com-
promise the differences between the
factions, ran for the presidency on
the Murray slate.

The opposition caucus ran Ernest
Moran, regional UAW director, for
president and John Helm of the
Brewery Workers for secretary-treas-
urer. :

. The convention forces were closely
dlm&ed The Steel and Amalgamated
Clat.h,ing Workers alone had about
240 votes. The npposmon had about
250 votes and included all auto. locals
(the Stalinists hswe lost all control
in the Maryland UAW}, .textile. brew-
ery, shlpyarsl, ma.ntime and the new-
ly afﬁlla.ted telephone luca.ls. Pack-
inghqgse workers lined up. with the
Murray bloc, rubber workers diyided
and the small Stalinist-controlled lo-
cals of electrical workers, govern-
ment and office workers, furniture
and marine: cooks and stewards
proved to be the balance of power. .

The Ship-Auto eppesition' bloc
showed: its intention to fight on the
first. day:. of the convention by at-
tempting to get elections held on Fri-
day rather than Saturday. Ne deci-
sion could be made because of the
delay in the. eredentials comimitiee
report which did net .come out until
noon- of the seeond day, because of
a fight {0 seat the UAW local from
Hagerstown. The opposition won: on
this. Frank Bender, regional CIQO di-
rector, tried to compromis¢ through
referring the matter back to commit-
tee for: set{lement, but Ernest Moran,
regional UAW director, took the floor
and insisted that it be settled by the
convention delegates.

UNPRINCIPLED COMBINATION

.The Musray bloc had.claimed that
the disputed,local had refused te sup-
pm'{. the siate coungil. up uniil the

urra

last three mortiks when it had paid
its per capita tax only to fulfill the
constitutional requirements for seat-
ing at the convention. Moran accused
the steel peoplz of expecting him to

. g0 into the local and require them to

affiliate fo the State Council and said
that the UAW is a democratic organ-
1za§10n_ and does not tell Lts lacals
what to do. He further .claimed that
the local wes in a bad financial posi-
tion because of heavy layofls the first
of the year and a, strike later on,
Then he accused the contrull:,ng ,Steel
and Arnalc,amated Qlothmg Workers'
bloc of making no ob;ecuon to: the
padding of per capifa voles from. one
steel Iocal through greatly increased
dues payments in the last three
months before the convention.

When it became clear that a ma-
jority of the delegates were for seat-
ing of the Hagerstown UAW lpeal,
Attalah, .pegional director of Steel
took the floor, practically admitted
that there was a question of the legiti-
mate size of the vote of one steel lo-
cal and then conceded defeat by moy-
ing for unanimous seating of the
UAW local.

Until the time of the elections on
the last day, it was not clear where
the Stalinists would throw their vote.
Then on a rolicall vote on procedure,
the Stalinists showed their hand by
voting with the Murray bloc. Many
of the steel and clothing delegates
were not clear on the matier even
then, as it was not known until the
election of vice- presidents th;n the
Murray bloc had included a Commu-
nist Party line follower on ifs slate
for the vice-presidency of the Wash-
ington district.

The Murray-Stalinist bloe line-up
showed the unprincipled character
of both. At the national CIO conven-
tion, Philip Murray came out in an
open fight against the Stalinisis for
the first time. According to his stand
there, the Stalinists work against the
interests of the American workers
whenever the Russian bureaucracy
demands it, and therefore they are
a dangerous force to be rooted out

of influence in the .CIO. Yet at the .

Maryland convention Murray's fol-
lowers, who went down the line with
him on his anii-Stalinist fight at the
national convention, lined up with
the Stalinists and apparently made a
deal {o include one of their number
on the slate in order to keep the
Murray machine in control and to-de-
feat. the militant and progressive
ship-auto forces. Over this issue, one
steel local at the Rustless Iron &
Steel plant broke with the otherwise
solid front of steel locals to vote with
the Ship-Auto caucus.

CAUCUS OPERATION

The Stalinist. cliqgue showed them-
selves to be just as unprincipled as
the. Murray bloc. The Stalinists had

a balance of power. Whichever way
they threw their vote, they would be
on. the winning side. If there are
any naive non-party followers of the
Stalinist line left in the CIO in Mary-
land, this should show them the
score. If the Stalipists really believe
their own chatter about wanting mili-
tant, demecratic wunions,- here was
their chance to line up with the mili-
tant, democratic element in the Mary-
land convention. Instead they. showed
their colors and scuttled off to the
shelter of the bureaucratic machine
where they would not have to be
troubled with the problems raispd by
sincere unionists who are seeking a
demogratic and aggresswe solution to
the problems facing labor today.

. The Murray. and - Stalinist. -blocs
haye. always had one thing-in com-
mpn in the . CIO (as pointed out in
the December 13 issue of LABOR
ACTION).- Both of them' prefer a
quiet deal to an ¢pen fight, For when
the leaders of machine groups fall
out, the rapnk and file of the unions
have .a chance to break the machine
confrol and, take things .intg their
own hanas- It seems tlm the Murray-

Stalinist bloc in this convention was
a repetition of the past relationship
of the two groups, but what was new
was that the more democratic and
aggre&swe element came out angd
fnught. both bureaucratic machines,
an(l _made a determined bid i‘or con-
trol ‘alone. :

The Qperatmn of thé two maln cau-
cus groups showed  their principal
differences. The Steel-Clothing Work-
ers’ caucus seemed to be led by At-
talah of Steel, in cooperation with
Frank Bender, regwnal CIO director.
The . usual number of hallway con-
ferences. between"'key people went,
on during the sessions, but the whole
group of Steel and Elothing dele-
gates were called into caucus only
after the decisions had been made.
The line was handed down and the
delegates followed with little- under-
standing of the issues. Practically
nope of the delega{es from Steel or
Clothmg took the floor in discussion
on issues. Klauzenberg, secretary-
treasurer, did not spgak once. In
shopt, "the Murray €aucus functloneq
almost strictly on the basis of agree-
ments for control of votes and not
by open and democratic discussion of
the issues.

OPPOSITION LINE

‘The Ship-Auto caucus, of course,
had their hallway meetings and cau-
cuses, but their strength lay in that
they carried the ball in convention
discussion or real issues, making an
agpen bid to convince the opposing
delegates. One of their aclive eaucus
workers said that the weakness of
the Murray bloc was that its mem-
bers did not know the issues and
that the fight was worth making to
bring out the issues, even if they
could not win. The case of the Ship-
Auto caucus could have been
strengthened by a clearer stand on
many questions. For example, on the
anti-Communist issue, which played
a very small part in the convention,
Moran took the floor to repeat the
national convention formula that the
Stalinists should go along with CIO
policy or get out, jn an obvious at-
tempt to win support by showing his
anti-Communist stand. But no one in
the Ship-Auto caucus was clear
enough on the Stalinist issue to point
out the similarity between the bu-
reaucratic machine methods of the
Stalinist and Murray bloes, which
m,ade it possible for them to work
toge’ther against the far more demo-
cratic and essentially progressive op-
position bloe. Such a position might
have swung some Steel delegates to
support the Ship-Auto caucus in try-
ing to build an active and wide-
awake CIO council in Maryland.

If the Ship-Auto caucus forces
mean business in the fight they have
bzgun at this. nonventlon, there is a
lot of work to be dome, and it ap-
pears that many of their supporters
are aware of that. Organizationally,
they have fo bring the rest of the
CIQ locals into the State Council,
particularly the large textile local in
the Cumberland Celanese plant which
stayed out of the Council because
they didn’t like the leadership. On
their program, they seemed most con-
cerned about political action. They
need to find ont what kind of politi-
cal action will work. Can they be
effective in the State Legislature just
by lobbying? Will getting into politi-
cal activily within the Democratio
(or Republican) Party. along the line
of Americans for. Democratic Action
give them what they want? Or will
they find that laber's political pro-
gram cannot be won in the state and
nation without getting inte politics
through -their own party? .

. One uung is sure: if these questions
are solved in the Maryland CIO they
are far more likely. to. be.solved by
the forces centering around the Ship-
Auto caucus . which function in .the
convention than, by the groups in the

Murray  buregucratic machine blge
made up, of. Steel, Clothing Worl;exs
and Stal;mst logals .

AHack on lndones:a - -

(Ctmtinued from page 1)
government. Using British-given and
American-made equipment, the Duich
military .{orces attempted for two
years to subdue the territory, with--
out success. Under the guise of the
truce, they improved their pesitions
in preparation for Sunday's sneak at-
tack against a government that-had
just stopped a Stalinist attempt at re-
bellion.

CONTINUING FIGHT

The Dutech government- tried to,
strangle the new republ.m by a mili-
tary blockade The. people.. remained
loyal - to .their .desire for freedom.’
Many observers believed that the re-
publican armies could have .driven
the Dutch off the islands if the origi-
naA fighting had continued. Tricked
by typical chicanery, the compromis-
ing government leaders have now
been arrested in the commando-like
sweep of the enemy army. i

It is estimated that over a hundred
theusangl Netherlands. troops, under.
the- p.ersenal direction of Commander-
in-Chief General Spoor, are mvo].veg

“world-wide -fight -

World imperialism is tlymg desper-—
ately to held on in a part of the world
where the people are most definitely
determined that it shall reign no
longer,

The Indongsian struggle against for-
eign tryanny is ¢ne -of the most.con-
spiduous facets of the contmuan,g
for .democratic
rights. It makes a complete mockery
of the Western powers’ protestations
of demoeracy. It provides the Stalin-
ists with new ammunition in that sec-
tion of Asia where they have been

-dec:sively beaten mdita.nly

- An Indonesian representative in In-
dia, in issuing a statement calling for
support from, all of Asia for, his gov-
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ernment announced that “the fall of
the capital and capture of several
leaders is just the beginning of the
life-and-death struggle eof the Indo-
nesian people.” That struggle will get
the support of labor and socialist
forces all over the world.

WP Bu Ilehn

The latest issue of the wp Bulletm
contains the Praft BResoluiions on the
Reconstruction of the Socialist Inter-
najienal apd Western Unioun, both
drafted by the Polifical Commitice of
the ;Workers Parfy. It also’ contains
articles for the pre-convention dis-
cussion. Order frem Workers Party,
4. Court Square, Long Island City. 1,
N..-X. 15 cents plus postage. 3 i

Sub for 10 issyes of fhe bulletin is
available for $1.50: Write to WP Na-
tional" Office. Subsorlptinns to the
bulletin' may start with any previous
issue of the buletin, -
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Buck Stalmlst

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND—After many years of
undisputed control of Fisher Body Lo-
cal 45, UAW-CIO, the Stalinist lead-
ership of this local is being challenged
by a formidable oppositipn group. The
administration has. used the wunion
time after time as a factional weapon
both in the Cleveland Industnal Un-
jon Council and in the United Auto
Workers International Union. Oppo-
sition has appeared at election times
in the past, but with no effort to form
a deﬁmte group. Now, however, un-
der the leadership of John Troeter,
an, international repres&;ntatwe as-
s.lgned to UAW Region 2A and a
member of the local, a definite anti-
Stalinist opposition has been formed.

This group has been holding caucus
meetings, open to those invited by
members of the group. Its program-
matic base is for support of national
cio policy, although so far it has
given little emphasis to program. As
a matter of fact, this group has done
little so far except draw the abuse
of the Stalinist administration of the
local. The Troeter caucus received
fayorable publicity in the Cleveland
newspapers about ten days ago and
as a result was severely attacked by
what amounted to an anti-Troeter is-
sue of the Eye-Opener, official Local
45 newspaper. )

The new group includes two of the
local’s officers, yet it lacks any real
leadership except Troeter. The caucus
leaders have consistently failed to
speak up at membership meetings or
steward body meetings to defend
themselves against Stalinist attacks
or to present any ideas at all. Neither
have they issued any leaflets or state-
ments to the membership. Yet the
present local leadership is in fear for
its pesition, realizing that even such
a negative group may sweep them
out of power as part of the general
trend in the unions to oust the Sta-
linists,

It is not too easy to characterize
the Troeter caucus at present. It has
done so little that it can hardly be
branded progressive or reactionary.
The fact that it was formed in oppo-
sition o the Stalinists makes it possi-
ble to attract either the progressives
in the union or the reactionaries.
What is necessary is for this group
to take a definite stand on a program
for the union, to provide leadership
for the ranks and to publicize and
open the caucus 4o the msmiaen:ship
It is not enough merely to drive the
Stalinists out; they must be replaced
by a progressive and militant leader-
ship, capable of fighting the General
Motors Corporation on one hand, and
the Stalinists on the other.

Workers Get Xmas
Gift: Layoffs

While Cleveland manufacturers
have made record profits for the
year, their workers have made little
progress in the struggle to megt the

‘In Fisher Body Local 45

Leadership

ever increasing cost of living. Now
at the time of Christmas holidays
many plants here have had large-
scale layoffs. Most employers simply
lay the men off, blaming model
changes, inventory, steel or fuel
shortages, cancellation of contracts,
or lessened consumer demand as the
reason. However, one company has
hit the front pages by offering to help
its former employees find work else-
where. Apex Electrical Manufactur-
ing Co., which has already laid off
one third of its personnel and in-
tends further reduections in force, has
set' up a placement bureau in co-
operation with the plant union, a lo-
cal of the International Association
of Machinists, to locate work for
laid-off help.

Postal Disloyalty
Hearings Continue

Twelve -more  Cleveland postal
clerks, mostly Negroes and Jews, re-
ceived hearings this week before a
government loyalty board. All were
among a larger group accused a few
months ago of disloyalty to the gov-
ernment. In appearing for his hear-
ing, B. A. Washington, president of
the local chapter of the National Al-
liance of Postal Employees, charged
that discrimination and bias are dom-
inant factors in assigning clerks to
jobs in the post office.

Specifically, Washington stated:
“There is not a single Negro super-
visor of any kind in the letter car-
rier force, the custodial service or
the motor vehicle service, among
others. No Negro carrier has a down-
town office building on his route, and
no Negro substitute carriers are as-
signed to the main office.”

Washington charged, as have other
involved, that his group’s protests
against discrimination were the di-
rect cause of the invented disloyalty
accusations. He also pointed out that
not a single member of the National
Federation of Postal Clerks, AFL, a
group apparently not at all concerned
with the elimination of discriminatory
practices, is facing any disloyalty
quiz. -

FEPC Legislation
Stalled in Cleveland

- After months of protracted hearings
on compulsory city FEPC legislation
and only after it seemed that such a

law. -might actually pass, Cleveland:

employers represented by the Cham-
ber of Commerce suddenly discovered
their conscience and came up with a
“voluntary” plan to combat discrim-
ination in employment. This was the
“out” -sought by many of the city’s
lawmakers, and the pending legisla-
tion was shelved for the time being.
While many workers will wonder
why these employers have not long
ago put into practice such voluntary
plans, the politicians now feel that
they have dope their duty to the m1-
nority groups.

Wil Ilonor Tresca Memory
At Meeting on .Ianuary "

NEW YORK CITY, Dec. 21 {fTMC).—
While Distriet Attorney Frank Hogan
weighed the possibility of asking Ben-
jamin Gitlow, former high Commu-
nist official, to tell the Grand Jury
what he knows about the myrder of

Carlo Tresca, Italian radical editor,’

the Tresca Memorial Committee pre-
pared today to honor Tresca’s memory
on January 11, sixth anpwersary of
that crime.

Norman Thomas, the commitiee's
chairman, wrote Mr. Hogan asking
that Mr. Gitlow be called before the
Grand Jury, soon after Scribners pub-
lished his recent hook, THE WHOLE
OF ,THEIR LIVES. In that velume,

Gitlow, expelled in 1929 as secrefary-
general of the. Communist Party of
America, declared that the editor’s
murder grew out of a feud bgtween
Tresca and Enea Sormenti, now said
to head the Communists jn Trieste,
Following Mr. Thomas's reguest to
the District Attorney, the New ¥York

World-Telegram reported that Mr.
Hogan had ordered a new inquiry in-
to the Tresca murder mystery, It quot-
ed Mr. Gitlow as saying: “Everything
possible eught to be done to clear up
this case—which I consider a politi-
cal murder. I would be willing to help
in-any way I can. I believe I can fur-
nish Mr. Hogan with leads that ke
can follow up.”

. “We are wailing hopefully fo see
what action will be taken by Mz, Ho-
gan’s office in view of his assurapce
to us that the Gitlow boq}i would be
studied carefully." Mr. Thomas said
today. “So much detail is given in -
that volume about the Tresca situa-
tion and the _apparently related Juliet
Stuart Pe»yn];z ﬁisapnwam ease that
we feel there is strong reason for hav-
ing Mr, Gitlow {estify befbﬂ; the
Grand Jury.”

Old friends will pay tribute to Tres-
ca in the Labor Temple, 242 East 14th
Street on Tuesday, January 11, at
8 p.m. Speakers will include: Donald
Harrington, national chairman, Work-
ers Defense League; Dorothy Kenyon,
former Miunicipal Judge; Vmcenzo
Alvano, president, Italian People’s
Union, and co-manager, Shirt, Leis-
urewear, & Robe Workers Union (a
section of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America); Frank Cross-
waith, chairman, Negro Laber Com-
mlttee and general organizer for the
Internatxonal Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union; Dr. Broadus Mitchell, lec-
turer in ecopemics, Rutgers Univer-
sity; and Dr. Harry W. Laidler, execu-
tive director, League for Industrial
Democracy.

, After that meefing some of Tres-
ca’s intimates will drop red carna-
tions at the scene of his murder in the
1943 dim-out, northwest corner of Fif-
teenth Street and Fifth Avenue, and
two of them will speak briefly about
h,ls life and death.
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(Continued from page 1)

The national bureau of the Social-
ist Youth League openly and frankly
invites the militants of the YPSL to
join the SYL in a common socialist
struggle against the war. We are fully
aware that this invitation will be met
by the YPSL leaders with cries of
“disrupters,” “splitters” and other
such Stalinist epithets. They are the
substitutes for political argumcn{ﬁ
made by petty bureaucrais whoe can-
not understand that it is the politi-
cal and moral responsibility of the
SYL to invite all those who aré in
the camp of revolutionary socialism
to joint it in the fight for socialist
freedom,

This name-calling will be the re-
sponse of the “virtuous” right wing
YPSL leaders who were responsible
for excluding the members of the So-
cialist Youth League, the Socialist
Labor Party and the Socialist Work-
ers Party from the NYCIPA. It will
be the response of these “exclusive"”
and totalitarian-minded YPSL leaders
who were responsible for the docu-
ment stating that they are in favor
of excluding us from “all voluntary
organizations.”

Through this appeal for revolufion-
ary socialist solidarity we do not
wish to give the impression that we
are unaware of the political differ-
ences between many YPSL militants
and the SYL. Some of these differ-
ences are real, others are imagined.
But such questions as the ‘“road to
power” and the Bolshevik Revolution
are, today, historical problems. Per-
haps in the future they will assume a
more fundamental importance. The
main unifying ecriterion for wvarious
socialists’ is the question of the so-
cialist Third Camp and opposition to
the war. It must also be noted that
unlike any other movement in the
United States, the Workers Party and
the Socialist Youth League have pre-
“ciously guarded the democratic
rights of their members. There is no
other socialist party which has de-
voted so much time to the develop-
ment of new ideas and the encour-
agement of minority viewpoints and
discussion. ]

It is only in such a movement today
that the militant comrades of the
YPSL can find the essential nucleus
for the development of a ‘mass revo-
lutionary, socialist movement.

Join the SYL

The following is a statement writ-
ten by several activists:in the Stu-
dentis-for-Thomas movement,

»

The world we live in is.at an im- -

passe which cannot be resolved ex-
cept through a successful struggle for
socialism. The two rival imperialisms
of America and Russia ar'e girding
themselves for the job of plunging
the world into the bloodbath of a
new war. We have no illysiops that
this war can be prevented by either
“men of good will’ or through appeals
to the two imperiakist glants On the
contrary, we believe that ‘only
through the victory of the Third
Camp—the camp of socialism and la-
ber—over Stalinism and -eapitalism
can society move forward. It is essen-
-tial, therefore, that the socialist move-
ment maintain its complete indepen-
dence from both Washington and
Moscow. Any support given by ‘so-
cialists to American or Russian im-
perialism, no matter how “eritical,”
will lead, in effect, to the abandon-
ment of the struggle for socialism."

We.see in the Workers Party and
its youth section, the Socialist Youth
League, the only organiutions which
have consistently maintained a 'I‘hird
Camp position. This is evidenced by
their oppnsitwn to the last imperial-
ist war and by their unalterabl¢ so-
cialization to either the Marshalliza-
tion or Stalinization ef the world

Their opposition to the Marshall
Plan has nothing in common ‘with that
offered by the Stalinists. The Stalinjst
opposition flows from its role as
agent of the Russian totahtanan rul-
ing class and is directed against the
interests of the working class. The so-
cialist struggle against the Marshall
Plan is not directed against the ship-
ment of food or industrial equipment
to Europe. Instead, the socialists point
out that the Marshall Plan {ranscends
these shipments and is actually the’
sum total of American policy directed
toward the subordination of Western
Europe to the economic and military '

o _.._UTH and
student CORNER

By JULIUS FALK and JACK MAXWELL 3

needs of American capitalism, Social-
ists must advocate aid to Europe but
without _ppl_iti__ca_l strings. We do not,
however, have any artificial hopes
in the ability or willingness of Amer-
ican capitalism to accomplish this.

DEMOCRACY ESSENTIAL

Those in the Workers Party and the
Socialist Youth League are not “lux-
ury” socialists. Their opposition to
imperialist war is not limited to the
government's preparations for it, but
also to the war itself once it breaks
out. Unlike other so-called “socialist”
organizations, the WP and SYL have
demonstrated that in the event of a
third world war they will not abdi-
cate the fight for socialism® with the
rationalization. of supporting the
“lesser of two evils.” It is this “lesser
evil” policy which has always ham-
strung the anti-militarist struggle
and led to the abandonment of the
struggle for socialism. ’

The fullest internal democracy is
indispensable for the health of any
socialist movement. Without this de-
.mocracy it would not be possible to
meet the political requirements of the
day. There are any number of new
theoretical problems confronting the
socialist mevements arising out of the
victories of Stalinism and the defeats
of the working class. These problems
can only be grappled with by a party
which encourages the development
and expression of ideas. The party
which will best serve tine working.
class will be one which has not only
formal democracy but has an atmo-
sphere conducive to healthy political-
intellectual life. It is precisely this
atmosphere in the Workers Party and
the Socialist Youth League which has
enabled them to analyze the nature
of Stalinism, the role of American
imperialism, the meaning of the re-
sistance movements in the last war,
current labor politics, etc.

For the reasons outlined above we
have ‘joined the Socialist Youth
League. We are convinced that the
SYL has within it the possibilities
for deyeloping into a significant rev-
olutionary youth organization. Our
decision to join was not a hasty one.
As we were associated with the Stu-
dents-for-Thomas movement, weé nat-
urally came into close contact with
the Socialist Party and its youth affili-
ate, ‘the Younhg People's Socialist
League. But in our examination of
and experiences with these “socialist™
organlzatlons we have found a move-
ment that is characterized by politi~
cal -anemia. ‘This movement, we
learned, opposed the last war' only
until it broke out; is preparing to
support American imperialism in the
coming war; has a vague position on
most political questions; does not
have an adequate internal or external
press and makes no serious prowisions
for a theoretical life. All these factors
ex‘clude the possibilities of this move-
ment playing a serious socialist role
on the American political scene.

.'We wholeheartedly endorse the ap-
peal of the SYL to the lefi-wing
YPSLs to join with it in the struggle
for a socialist America in a socialist
world. We appeal to all young social-
ist militants to join the Socialist
Youth League.

In the Socialist “Youth League an
instrument for revolutionary social-
ist action and an arena for comradely
and serious discussion of political
questions and dlﬂerences can be
found.’

Max D.—Chajrman of the for-
mer Oceanfront (Brooklyn)
Independent Voters for
Thomas.

Sol F.—President of the former
Brooklyn College Students
“for Thomas.

Melyin P.—President, Brooklyn
College Student League for
Indllstrlal Democracy.
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chief editors of the Freedom Party
daily.

VLADIMIR JABOTINSKY, leader

of the Revisionists, supported and
protected these fascist elements from
the criticism of nationalist non-fas-
cist elements in the Revisionists, led
by Meir Grossman, Jabotinsky wrote:
“I take my- hat off to my friend and
teacher, Abba Achimeyer.” (Jewish
Morning Journal, 1930.)

WOLFGANG VON WEISAL (Vien-
na, 1935) called on the Revisionist
movement to adopt the “Fuehrer”
principle.

Wolfgang now is a leader of the
Freedom Party.

It was from among these groups
that Irgun was formed.

For the first few years the Irgun
was a part of the New Zionist Organ-
ization organized by the Revisionists.
A. Abrahams, head of the political
department of the NZO, said in 1944
—“The Irgun Zvai Leumi and Stern
groups were, until 1940, a military
body, united in a single organization
and closely associated with the New
s i—— ™.

The fascist Italian government
hailed the Revisionist World Confer-
ence in Vienna, in September, 1935.
The' official Italian news agency, Ori-

. enta Moderna, made the reason for

e

Mussolini’s “enthusiasm very elear:
“The Revisionists take a sympathetic
attitude toward Italy. Their paper,
Hayardein, stands on the side of Italy
in the conflict in Ethiopia, because the
Revisionists are extreme nationalists
and outspoken opponents of the pfﬁ-
cial labor movement

- r 4

Zionist Organization.” The Irgun nev-
er really broke with the Revision-
ists. The Irgunists considered them-
selves a separate group that had more
important work — military organiza-
tion. There was a de facto division of
labor—the Revisionists combatted the
Zionist and labor Zionist politicians,
while the Irgun built up its military
power. They grew apart organization-
ally, with the Irgun leaders refusing
to obey the orders of the “politicos”
of the Revisionist movement.

What ideology did the Irgun claim?
Borisov, pro-Irgun author of “Pales-
tine Underground” (1947), says: “The
Irgun has always consiflered itself
disciples ‘and spiritual heirs to Vladi-
mir - ,Jahounsky, the founder - and
leader of the Revisionist movement
in Zionism.”

On the eighth’ anniversary of Jabo-
tinsky's death, the Irgun issued an
“ORDER. OF THE DAY"” which said,
in its eulogy of Jabotinsky :“For the
eighth time we turn to the grave of
the first commander of the Irgun,
Zeev Jabotinsky.”

The Freedom Party still considers
Jahonnsky its leader and ideologist.
“Basaar,” paper of the Youth Section
of the Freedom Party, dedicates a
curre.nt issue to “Jabotinsky — our

commander.” The works of Jabotin-
sky are still circulated and held up
as the theoretical foundation of the
Freedom Party.

IRGUN RECRUITMENT
AND BETAR,

The backbone and core of the Irgun
'is recruited from Betar. Menachem
Beigin himself was head of the Pol-
ish Betar. His quick transition (just
about overnight) from head of the
largest Betar organization in Europe
to commander of the Irgun in Pal-
estine was a duplication of the ca-
reers of many of the lower echelon
leaders of the Irgun.

“Answer,” organ of the American
League for a Free Palestine (Amer-
ican sympathizers of Irgun), gives
great publicity to Betar and com-
ments: “This is the seed which Jabo-
tinsky planted and from which come
the Beigins and Gruners.” Thus even
the “Answer” indicates that the ma-
jority, or a significant section, of the
Irgunists come from the Betar and
maintain its ideology.

Menachem Beigin paid tribute to
this fact on his recent visit to the
U. 8. While in New York he “re-
viewed the troops” of the Betar. (Ex-
planation is offered that it was only
an unavoidable courtesy to young
people, that they are only tolerated.
But facts remain facts. Why review
them at all, if “unwillingly”?)

What kind of organization is the
Betar from which Beigin came and
whom he genially “reviews”? The Be-
tar is a semi-military youth organ-
ization of the Revisionists that has
usually tended -away from the mod-
erate Revisionists to the more ex-
treme Baryonim and Ingunists.

Abba Achimeyer wrote: “My last

lecture in Betar occasioped me some
pleasure. I asked: ‘What is the cor-
rect yardstick by which to evaluate
events? Someone answered: ‘By the
amount of bloodshed that accompa-
nies them.” To which I replied: ‘This
is the correct answer according to
Betar! It is by the amount of blood-
shed that we can evaluate a revolu-
tion, and net by the beautiful ideas
for which the blood is shed.””
" Betar was the only Jewish organ-
ization given permission to parade in
Hitler Germany. The Berlin move-
ment of Hashomer Hatzair was be-
trayed by Betar to Nazi hangmen.
[Youth and Nation (Hashomer Hat-
zair periodical) March, 1947]

The Polish Betar supported the
“Colonel’s” dictatorial government- in
Poland. In return, Polish government
officials urged Jewish youth to join
Betar and gave it facilities to train
as a military group. Despite the gov-
ernment's support, the Polish Betar
never reached the size of other Jew-
ish youth movements, such as the
Bundist Youth and the Socialist Zion-
ist Youth.

Jabotinsky formulated the ideology
of Betar. In “The Ideology of Betar,”
he wrote: “A ‘Cherem’ (taboo)
against the two national crimes—
strikes and lockouts. . . . Since the

Assusﬂwns Amt Be__ gin's Pm-iy
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strongest of the labor organizations
in ‘Palestine does not recognize these
pringiples, but insists upon the class-
struggle viewpoint, the Befarim
workers do not join the Histadruth.”

It was for this reason and this
reason alone that the Revisionists or-
ganized a dual union, the “Histad-
ruth Ovdim Leumit;” to smash strikes,
supply strikebreakers and in general
do the work in Palestine done by the
Nazi Labor Front before the Nazis
came to power in Germany. The slo-
gan created to launch this organiza-
tion was, significantly, “Yes— De-
stroy!” (the Histadruth)

The anti-labor attitude of Jabotin-
sky is further exemplified in the fol-
lowing quotations:

__“Every labor strike is treason!”
(Speech in Tel-Aviv, 1928) -

“With the authority of an honest
man and honest writer, I remove the
stigma attached to the expression
‘strike-breaking’ in Palestine.” (Ras-
viet, No. 43, 1932)

“We accerdingly hold that the
‘class war' theory, be it good or bad
when applied to’ other countries,
should not be applied to  Palestine.
Conflicts of ‘interests ' between em-
ployers and labor should be settled
by obligatory national arbitration....
Both sirike and leckout, as well as
the boycott of Jewish labor, should
be declared treasonable to the inter-
ests of Zionism and REPRESSED by
every legal and moral means at the
nation’s “disposal.” {(Jabotinsky,
“State Zionism,” p. 10)

This pamphlet on State Zionism
continues to be one of the basic po-
litical tracts of the Freedom Party's
educational work.

The Freedom Party continues this
anti-labor attitude of their leader,
Jabotinsky. They now use these ridic-
ulous arguments:

1. Mapai (Palestinian Labor Party)
has 'a monopoly, and like Mussolini,
the Freedom Party piously wants
only “to break the Mapai monopoly
on trade unions.” This despite the
fact that the Histadruth has within
it the Mapai, Mapam (socialist) and
Oved Hatzioni (liberal capitalist) Par-
ties and shares the trade union field

with the  Hapoel Hamisrachi and
Paole Agudath Israel.
2. They also charge (a charge

learned from the propaganda of Hit-
ler) that the bona fide trade unions
are “capitalist.”” By this they mean
the furids of the cooperatives organ-
ized by the Histadruth. What they
forget to-mention is these, are run
on a non-profit basis.

The viciously anti-labor aititude
of the Irgum’s theoreticians has
not been the usual reactionary one,
but of a really fascist kind. An essay
written by Abba Achimeyer, “Me-
giloth Sikarim,” says: “We must cre-
ate groups for action to EXTERMI-
NATE THE HISTADRUTH PHYSI-
CALLY; they are worse than the
Arabs. ‘P” info their meetings.” (“P”
was interpreted to stand for the He-
brew word Petzatzoth—bombs.)

That the “Megiloth” were genuine

was admitled by Uri Zvi Greenberg,
who wrote in Chazit Haam (1934):
(Revisionist periodical edifed by
leaders of the Brith Baryonim)
“The Baryonim ought fo serve as
symbols of true Jewish fighters for
liberty. The documents discovered in
their possession are the True Gospel.”
Thus wrote Uri Zwvi Greenberg, nof
only acknowledging the facts but
also approving the fascist ideology.

Uri Zvi Greenberg is now reported
to be a leader of the Freedom Party
and in any case, a contributor to
their newspaper.

ENDORSE TERROR AGAINST
JEWISH OPPONENTS

A Pamphlet entitled “The Third
Destruction,” circulated by a similar
grouping of Revisionists, says: “The
calamity comes from within, not
from abroad. Therefore we must di-
rect our struggle first of all against
the internal enemy.”

It was this attitude that led to
physical attacks and terrorism against
the political enemies of these totali-
tarians. Workers' clubs were attacked
and burned. Specially singled out for
attack was Hashomer Hatzair.

The anti-Histadruth policy of the
Revisionists and the Irgun Zvei Leu-
mi erupted in typically fascist hooli-
gan violence as recently as December
16, 1946. Eighty people were hurt,
eighteen of them hospitalized, as a
result of an Irgun-led assault on
pickets in Petach Tikvah.

The news agency Palcor, December
15, 16 and 18, 1946, reported as fol-
lows: “The strikers comprise work-
ers of the General Labor Exchange,
which included ALL national labor
organizations, except the Revisionist
national labor organization.” .. .
“ALL labor organizations represent-
ed in the General Labor Exchange—
Histadruth, Poel Hamizrachi, General
Zionist Workers and’ Poali Agudat
Yisrael—issued a united appeal to the
workers in Petah Tikvah to support
the General Exchange.”

“The fighting started at 5:00 a.m.
Friday, when eighty men, reportedly
UNDER THE COMMAND OF MEM-
BERS OF IRGUN ZVAI LEUMI, sur-
rounded ‘Sib’ factory, from which
Revisionist workers had been forcibly
removed on Thursday'by pickets, . . .
The new arrivals reportedly attacked
the pickets with stomeés and knives,
and one girl among them threw a
scare bomb.”

This clash gives {he lie to Revi-
sionist and pro-Irgun‘ apologetics in
which the existerice ‘0f % Revisionist-
Irgun, anti-strike, dual union is jus--
tified on the grounds of a trade union
“monopoly"” by the “Marxist” Mapai
(Palestinian Labor Party.)

This hatred of the labor movement,
even of the mild reformist variety of
the Mapai, led to the political assas-
sination of Chaim Arlazaroff, a Pal-
estinian labor leadet, by Abraham
Stavsky, an activist of the Brith Bary-
01’1]]’[‘1

Abraham Stavsky was convicted
and sentenced to death by the Court
of Criminal Assize for the murder of

' The Nationalist Movement in Indonesia

By JACK BRAD

'+ Already before World War I, imperialism had

raised against itself movements for colonial free-
om everywhere, In Indonesia the earliest move-
ments were semi-religious Islamie, which by 1917
had 800,000 members and had reached the con-
sciousness of organizing a national congress
which demanded independence. Spiritually Indies’
nationalism looked to India for guidance.
| After 1918, as everywhere in Asia, the na-
tionalist movement began to divide along class
lines. A new generation of leadership arose which
no longer accepted Serekat Islam’s limited goal
of autonomy with the empire.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY
In 1920 the Communist Party of Indonesia
was formed. One of its founders was Tanmalaka.
By 1924 the entire nationalist movement had
launched a great struggle. Trade unions had
grown into large mass organizations, peasant
unions covered the islands. In 1926 the CP
launched a rebellion under its own leadership
which failed, was bleodily suppressed and the
party outlawed. By the next year, however, the
indefatigable Tanmaiaka had 1eorgamzed the
party from exile.
' The CP leadership, however, was dispersed.
Some under Muso went to Moscow to become the
talinist machine men in the present CP. One of
1: e present CP leaders, Alimin, has a record as
a1 Stalinist agent in Europe and the Middle East

from 1933 to 1941. It was he who helped organize’

the pqgrpmlst riots in Palestine in 1926.
While little is known about the development
of the CP, it appears that two distinet tendencies
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developed One under Alinin is stnctly a Stalmlst
creature, following the line in every detail. A sec-
ond group under Tanmalaka holds to a pohcy
which has been obscurely labeled “Trotskyist” in
the press. Since there are no details available, it
is extremely difficult to ascertain the truth. Some
of the few facts about Tanmalaka seem to indi-
cate a lack of that absolute servility which is the

~ mark of Stalinism.

Almost a legendary figyre in the independence
movement, he first conceived and organized an
All Southeast Asiatic Revolutionary Party look-
ing toward an “International Workers Republie
of ‘Asia.” In 1945 he returned from exile and
joined with Alimin to reconstruct the CP. The
CP leadership joined in the national front under
the policy of Stalinism everywhere in the colonies,
which is to participate regardless of class lines,
so long as CP power is enhanced. In oppositien,

Tanmalaka raised the slogan, “one-stage revolu- .

tion” (which was denounced by Mao Tze-t tung),
that is the kernel of the idea of pérmanent revo-
lution. He launched a coup which failed and his
arrest followed. There are indications that since
his abortive coup in 1946 Tanmalaka has split
with the CP and gone into openly dec,laréd oppo-
sition, but here too there is no certamty

RISE OF THE REPUBLIC

The present leadership of the Republi¢ of In-
donesia, which: rose out of the Japanese defeat, is
jointly social-democratic, native bourgeois and
Islamic. In international politics it has drifted be-
tween a pro-Russian and a pm—Amncan orienta-
tion. For a leng ‘time'the 'CP had'a ‘peciiliar posi-
tion of strength through its control of a section
of the SP under Sjarifoeddin, who revealed in
February 1948 that he had been a secret member
of the CP for 10 years. At that time the SP
split, the majority going with Sjahrir, who advo-
cates a pro-India orientation with close relations

to Pandit.Nehru. Another factor aiding the CP- -

was that only Russia and her satellites recognized
the Republic ‘and denounced the resumptmn of
war by the Dutch in February 1947.

Incidentally, throughout Southeast Asia, po-

litical groups are developing around the program ,

of a Southeast Asian Union independent of both
imperialist camps. This movement finds its inspi-
ration in the Indian Republic.

In August of this year Muso, a Russian. agent,
managed to get-into Java, where he became almost
immediately the leader of the CP. The' line of
government cooperation was changed overnight to
one of opposition. Muso united the Stalinist wing
of the SP, the CP and the Labor Party into a

“Workers Flont & On Septemher 2 a reorganiza-
tion of the CP leadership was announced with
Tanmalaka out and Muso, Alimin and Sjarifoed-
ain in. Muso became chairman of the party.

On Sept. 20 the CP declared war on the Re-
public on the grounds that it had capitulated to
the Duteh by signing the Renville agreement.
There are indications that this revolt, like those
in Burma and Malaya, were planned at a South-
east Asian conference of CPs in February and
March, 1948, in Calcutta, as part of the Russian
program for disruption of the Marshall Plan.

THE RENVILLE TRUCE

On January 17, 1948, the Dutch agreed to a
truce, while a UN committee negotiated peace.
This “Renville truce” was scheduled to last one
vear. But ‘the terms of the truce were so unfa-
vorable to the Republic that its survival has been
increasingly difficult. The Dutch retained the
areas they captured in 1947. This restricted Re-
pubhcan territory to less than half of Java. The
armies remained at the truce lines so that in ef-
fect the Dutch established-a military blockade of
the Republic.

Since Republican Java was poor in food, what
with over a million refugees pouring in, a terri-
ble inflatién rayaged the land and the price of
rice rose 2000 per cent in one year. Absolutely
no textiles could be brought in so that the pre-
dominant dress beeame gunny sacks. As a result
of the Duteh blockade, no medicines could be
brought in and many illnesses simply cannot be
treated As a result of the blockade also, acqui-
esced in by the Western impérialists, the Repub-
lic could receive no arms so that it had to demo-
bilize % of its soldiers because they had no guns.
These ‘were the conditions which permitted the
Stalinists to plan their revolt and the Dutch to
renew their war of congquest.

The Republic is thus threatened by the Dutch
and the Stalinists The internal polities, likewise,
, are extremely. complex. The Dutch have taken ad-
vantage of all these difficulties to set up a series.
of puppet governments in the islands against the
. Republie.

U.S. fears that the Dutch war will redound to

the CP’s benefit and any “middle groups” will be;

eliminated. At a time when the CP is on the

march’in China and a CP army is holed up in-

the islands’ interiors, the U.S. feels the Dutch
are wrong to launch their offensive at this time.
Yet the Dutch troops march with U.S. guns and
U.S. planes bomb the Repubhcan a:mles, S0
American ‘policy is not highly regarded in Java
in spite of its-current policy.

- T

Dr. Alazaroff. His appeal was up-
held, but only on technmical grounds.
The technical grounds were that Pal-
estine law required more than iden-
tification by one witness, it reguired
more correborative evidence. “In
England,” the Chief Justice said, “the
conviction would have had to stand.”
(Palestine Post, July 22, 1934)
Abraham Stavsky was one of the
deputies of Beigin, commander of
the Irgun. He was killed in 1948 in
an attempt to land the Altelana’s arms
cargo (killed near the same spot that
Alazaroff was assassinated).

OVERLAPPING LEADERSHIP’
OF THE GROUPINGS

The overlappmg of membership
between the Irgun, the Betar and
Freedom Party is matched by the
overlapping of leadership between
the pro-fascist Brith Baryonim, Rev-
olutionary Zionists and the Freedom
Party. We have cited Wolfgang Von
Weisal, Stavsky, Abba Achimeyer,
Uri Zvi Greenberg. A word about
Greenberg. He not only endorsed the
fascist ideology of the Brith Baryo-
nim and was an editor of “Chazit
Haam,” but was also a proponent of
the propaganda of the “big lie” as
propounded in “Mein Kampf”” He
wrote, “The periodical (Chazit Haam)
must make itself beloved both for
its truth and its holy falsehood.” Any
reading of Irgun and American
League propaganda shows they have
learned very well the insidious tech-
nigque of “The Big Lie.” Many other
Revisionist leaders are now in the
leadership of the Freedom Party and
its foreign affiliates including Uri Ja-
botinsky, son of Vladimir Jabotinsky,
William Ziff, etc. Noah Ben Tuvim,
a recent representative of Irgun in
the U. 8., was editor of “Chazit
Haam.” This list can be extended al-
most indefinitely.

In addition, there is now a strong
tendency of the Freedom Party to
re-unite with the Revisionists all
over the weorld. This tendency only
underscores the fact that their origi-
nal separation was more formal and
personal than real.

The “Answer” of October 15, 1948,
reports that the National Conference
of Zionist - Revisionists in Palestine,
decided by a majority of 63 to 32, to
merge with the Freedom movement.
The United Zionist-Revisionists Party
of Great Britain and Ireland hailed
the Freedom Party as “the principal
effiective expression of the political
ideals fermulated and taught by Vla-
dimir Jabotinsky.”

The U. S. Betar, in national con-
vention, September, 1948, called upon
Beigin to become commander of the
World Betar. That Beigin will do his
best to achieve this is evidenced by
his “review” of the U.S. Betar troops.

The moderates, under the leader-
ship of Meir Grossman, head of the
World Executive of Revisionists, are
fighting against this tendency, but
will probably not succeed. Grossman's
main argument is characteristically
that the time now is no longer ripe
for military men, but for political
men. There is never any indication—
now or before on either side—of any
disagreement with*or revision of Ja-
botinsky’s principles. In many a dis-
cussion with rank and file Irgunists
and Revisionists no ene has ever been
able to point to any principled dis-
agreement between the Irgun's official

“policy and the official policy of the

Rev131omsts

ATTITUDE TOWARD ARABS
AND IRREDENTIST POLICY

Irredentism occupies a central po-
sition in the Freedom Movement's
program of action. It demands the
continuation of the Palestine war un-
til the Arab-held areas of Palestine
and Transjordan are incorporated in-
to Israel.

While not 100 per cent predeter-
mined, this irredentism entails the
development of a political practice
hostile to Palestinian Arabs. The ideo-
logical baggage and traditions of the
Irgun-Jabotinsky movement virtually
guarantee this.

Jabotinsky, the first commander of

the Irgun and acknowledged ideo-
Jogue of the Freedom Party, estab-
lished the line long ago in his fre-
quent polemies against those Zionists
who enterfained “vain” hopes of
Arab-Jewish reconciliation. Here is a
typical instance: )
- “Zionist colonization must be either
terminated or carried out against the
wishes of fhe native pepulation. This
colonization' can therefore be 'con-
finued and maké progress under the
protection ‘of a poweér independent of
the native population—an iron’ ‘wall,
Wwhich ‘wil 'be in'position to resist the
pressure of the " native' population.
This ‘i, in “toto,’ our’ policy toward
the Arabs—a veluntary reconciliation
with the Arabs is out of the question
either . now or in the near future”

(The Iron Wall, in Rassviet, 1925, Ger-
man Edition.)

" The Irgun carried into action the
anti-Arab doctrine of its teacher—
Jabotinsky. The Irgun first came into
public notice durmg the riots of 1936~
39. While the Mufti-Arabs attacked
Jews 1ndrscrim1nately, the Jewish
community ‘under - the leadership of
the socialist’ parties adopted a defen-
si’be a‘ttitude known as Havlagah This
po‘hcy consmted of attackmg only
knéwn ' Arab bands and retaliating

orily against Arabs gullty of attackmg_

J eWS. .

The Irgun, then closely associated
with the Revisionist NZO, adopted the
attitude that all Araks are guilty and
‘began to engage in indiscriminate re-
taliatory terror against Arabs by
bombing cafes, market places and am-
bushing Arabs wherever they could.
Irgunists falsely claimed that only
by adopting the Mufti's pogromistic
tactics and turning them against the
Arabs, but doing a better job, could
the Jews stop the riots and pogromis,
In practice their tactics only strength-
ened the Mufti.

In the fall of 1943, the Irgunists, in
a political advertisement in the N, Y.
Times, under the name of one of their
early American fronts—“The Ameri-
can Resettlement Committee for Up-
rooted European Jewry” — proposed
that the Palestinian Arabs be trans-
ferred to Iraq. They took some care
to describe the project as “veluntary”
and “organized,” but in the light of
Dir Yassin, one can hardly be blamed
for interpreting such a transfer plan
as a proposal for forced deperiation.
That these front committees, includ-
ing the American League for a Free
Palestine, were directed by the “Pal-
estine Delegation” of the Irgun Zvai
Leumi, was admitied by Pierre Van
Paassen, who for a long time was an
active participant in most of them but
who later broke with them., Here is
the way Van Paassen put it: “spon-
sored by the same Palestinian body,
through its delegation here in Amer-
ica; the fascist, terrorist Irgun.”
(April, 1945.)

In the 1948 struggle between the
Jews and Arabs, the Irgun repeated
its actions of 1936-39. The most glar-
ing example of this is the pogrom
organized jointly by the Irgun and
Stern groups against the Arabs—men,
women and children—of Dir Yassin:

Irgunists, when they are not stress-
ing the fundamental incompatibility
of Jew and Arab, sometimes pretend
to be the “best friends"” of the Arabs.
Some have even recently claimed that
their opposition to Histadruth is part-
ly based on Histadruth's exclusionist
policies.. But Dir Yassin speaks more
on Irgun policy towards Arabs than
a thousand friendly gestures or state-
ments, which are invariably contra-
dicted! (There, Jabotinsky could, in a
1942 book, allege that an Arab could
be vice-president, or president, of the
Hebrew state—and then speak calm-
ly some pages later of moving the en-
tire Arab population, voluntarily, of
course.)

THE MASSACRE
AT DIR YASSIN

Dir Yassin was a village on the
strategic highway between Jerusalem
and Tel-Aviv. It was the only village
in the Jerusalem area that had not
appealed to any Arab authority as be-
ing in danger from the Jews. The.
villagers lived under an agreement of
non - aggression with Jewish settle-
ments surrounding it. In the winter
of 1947 (long before the Dir Yassin
massacre in April, 1948) Abba Hushi..
Jewish labor leader, cited a number
of Arab villages in which the villag-
ers had fought off Arab bands at-
tempting to infiltrate and occupy
them as positions against the Jews.
Dir Yassin was prominently noted.
Its villagers had successfully repelled
an armed Arab band which attempted
to entrench itself in the village mill.
These ‘Arab villagers, who faithfully
carried out their obligation to exclude
strangers and to maintain peaceful
relations, despite the partition fight-
ing, were the victims of {i.e only Jew-
ish pogrom, carried out by Irgun and
Sternist squadristi.

An Irgun broadcast of April 11,
1948, reported: “We have counted 240
Arab dead. Our casualties are four
dead, four wounded and twenty-eight
slightly injured.”

The majority of those killed were
women and children.

The village was not occupied by
any foreign or Kaliwkzi troops when
the Irgun and Stern groups attacked.

A letter from the Haganah District-

Commander, April 7, 1948, printed in
“Answer” (organ of the American
League for a Free Palestine) on May
7, 1948, to justify the strategic impor-
tance of the village, establishes that
at that time, Dir Yassin was not oc-
cupied by foreign Arabs. The Ha-
ganah commander cautioned against
blowing up the village “since it will
bring in its wake the desertion of the
village by its inhabitants and its oc-
cupation by foreign forces.” This naijls
as a lie the Irgun communiques,
which jusfified their assault on the
village by claiming that “Iraqui and

Syrian troops arrived in the village.”
The recent Irgun version of the
murder of the women and children of
Dir Yassin is that the Irgunists, at
great danger to themselves, FIRST
warned the women and children to
leave the wvillage and then attacked.
This is clearly centradicted by the
Irgun Communique of April 9, 1948.
It speaks of storming and capturing
most of the enemy strongholds with-
out warning. The Irgun communique
goes on to say “While the attack was
in progress, a loudspeaker warned
the women and children’to seek shel-
fer in the mountain slopes. Many
saved their lives that way.” As to how
many, the communique is diplomati-
cally silent, since few villagers sur-
vived, '

The real reason for the massacre of
Dir Yassin was first the need of the
Irgun and Stern groups for a “vic-
tory” to enhance their prestige vis-a-
vis the Haganah, which had scored a
series of gains. In addition, they
wanted to transform the war into a
war of all Arabs against all Jews.
The tawdry propaganda nature of the
Dir Yassin massacre is clearly
breught out by the April 12, 1948 issue
of the “Palestine Post,” an impartial
Palestinian newspaper: “They scored
a cheap victory, ‘capturing’ a village
that was peaceable and constituted
no menace.” “How desperate for ap-
plause the dissidents were, is fo be
seen in their squalid parade of their
helpless prisoners who had to be
taken from them by the Haganah and
handed over to the government secur-
ity forces for safety.”

That Dir Yassin was a pogrom and
not a battle, is further evidenced by
the Chief Rabbis of Palestine, Dr. I.
H. Herzog and Rabbi B. Z. Uziel, who
issued a statement “vigorously con-
demning the murder by an IZL and
Stern unit of the Arab villagers of Dir
Yassin.”

These Rabbis cannot be accused by
the Irgunists of being agents of the
Jewish Agency and therefore agents
of Britain. They have more than once
engaged in friendly acts towards the
Irgun and interceded in their behalf.
As a matter of fact, they are consid-
ered to be “sympathetic” to the Irgun.

The record convicts the Irgun of
organizing a useless massacre and
pogrom at Dir Yassin. A massacre
that served as the only victory of the
Mufti, who used it as the basis for
cruel retaliation. How many Jews and
Arabs lost their lives as a consequence |
of this brutality will never be known,
but their number is sufficient to con-
demn the Irgun for irresponsible bar=
barism.

A SUMMARY
OF THE CHARGES

The documentation we have here
presented establishes in our opinion
the following:

1. The anti-labor, pro-fascist char-
acter of the Revisionist wings from
which emerged much of the Freedom
Movement’s leadership.

2. The great overlapping between
the leadership of the old Mussolini-
worshipping Brith Baryonim, Revolu-
tionary Zionist League, with that of
the newly formed Freedom Move-
ment. Ideologues of the former re-
main theoreticians of the later.

3. That the Irgun and Freedom
Movement leaders and ranks consider
themselves to be the principal spokes-
man of the Jabotinsky movement and
circulate " Jabotinsky's programmatic
doecuments without repudlation or re-
vision of any of the many reactionary
ideas that abound in them.

4, That the temporary organization-
al separation of the Irgun from the
Revisionist political movement, was
essentially formal, reflecting no or-
ganie ideological break and express-
ing, in part, competition between
cliques of Revisionist politicians. Now
that the period of illegality is over,
the formal division of the Jabolinsky
movement in Palestine into a legal
party and an illegal military under-
ground is being ended by their re-
union in the Freédom Movement.

5. That the Revisionist-Irgun Free-
dom Movement is the executor of a
virulently anti-Arab tradition and a
key obstacle on the road toward
Arab-Jewish unity and cooperation.

The conclusion that Beigin’s Free-
dom Movement is a threat to the dem-
ocratic character of Israel and a force
hostile to Arab-Jewish cooperation is
inescapable. It is a totalitarian enemy
that must be exposed and combatted.

American liberals and socialists
have an important role to play in
combatting it.
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SUGGESTS POLICY FOR BRITISH SOCIALISTS

Argues for Independent Western Union

By R. SHERMAN

The world, as at present organized
and divided, is inexorably -moving to-
wards the heinous climax of war. This
war of annihilation, though not an
immediate prospect, is being actively
prepared and methodically organized
by the leaders of both imperialist
bloes—America and Russia. In fact,
the fatal fission of the world into two
blocs, concentrating gigantic military
and economic power, makes such a
war for world mastery inevitable. A
world cut up into two camps, with
both sides arming against one another,
and snarling at each other at many of
the ecrucial danger spots on the shat-
tered continent of Europe, and in
Asia, makes, by its very essence, for
war.

The present armed peace is no
means of assuring peace. This is the
lesson of the tragic history of the last
decades. A world sitting on an atomic
stock-pile, accumulating inflammable
economic political and military situ-
ations will not produce a fire-works
display, but a global explosion.

In specific terms, what awaits man-
kind is the black fury of atomic de-
struction. Regardless of which side
emerges as the military victor, there
is absolutely no hope and no future
for the people of the world as a whole
and for the. people of Europe and
Britain in particular. At the least we
will be faced with our industries de-
stroyed, our land devastated, our in-
dependence lost and our man power
exterminated.

For Europe, the consequences of the
conflict are manifest: occupation or
ruin, or both. This is the most fa-
vorable, the least catastrophic pros-
pect that confronts us.

WAR OR PEACE?

It should be clear that another
world conflict would lead in reality,
to the triumph of barbarism for the
survivors, and a decline of the world
into an amorphous period without his-
tory. This cataclysm has to be pre-
vented. The primary, the most urgent
problem that faces us,
working class and people, is whether
we shall have war or peace. It should
be the over-ruling issue agitating the
working class, arousing intense dis-
cussion and it should be the spur for
the most critical probing of our Labor
government's policies. For, if the for-
eign policies of the Labor government
are linked or subordinated to political
and military objectives which might,
however, unwillingly or unintention-
ally, produce a war situation, then it
is the duty of socialists to expose
these dangerous policies and to point
boldly to new paths for the labor
movement to follow.

If war comes, then all the impor-
tant, and for the working class pro-
gressive, reforms which the Labor
Government has introduced (social
security, health services), the nation-
alization measures which can be made
the stepping stones for socialism (by
means of workers’ control of indus-
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The article which appears below is
reprinted from the December 11 issue
of the Socialist Leader of Great Brit-
ain, We commend it to our readers’
attention as a specially interesiing
contribution to the discussion begun
in LABOR ACTION last week with
the publication of a resolution on the
question of Western Union drafted
by Political Committee of the Work-
ers Party.
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try) will be wiped out. All the pro-
gressive potentialities which the pow-
er of the labor movement has for the
future of the British people will go
down in a blast of atomic fire.

It is therefore necessary for the
labor movement, for the rank and file
to understand what are the underly-
ing causes for the present war danger
and to hammer out a policy which
will prevent®it.

The present threat to peace is
grounded in the polarization of the
world around two oppesing and an-
tagonistic centres of imperialist power
—the USA and the USSR. The clash
between these two centres of power
flows from the economic and pelitical
dynamics which propel them to en-
gage in imperialist expansion and ag-
gression.

The United States is the only re-
maining viable capitalist state. Its
economy is dominated by giant mono-
polistic corporations, Today American
industry can turn out 50 per cent
more goods than before the war and
agriculture can turn out 33 and one-
third per cent more goods. Today
United States production is much
greater than that of the rest of the
world in so far as it produces capital-
istically. This tremendous increase in
productive capacity has to find a mar-
ket. Being a capitalist country not
based on economic planning for use,
American capitalism has to expand
over the whole world in order to sat-
isfy the profit needs of its monopolists,
trusts and corporations.

,Another factor that shapes Ameri-
can imperialist policy is its need to
protect capitalism throughout the
world. It has become the guardian
and protector of the whole capitalist
world. Left to itself the American
economy would now be faced with
another of the classic capitalist crises
of over production. The methods
adopted by. the present rulers of
America fo solve their economic
crises at home, to meet the collapse
of world capitalism abroad and the
threat from another imperialist com-
petitor is to increasingly convert their
own economy and the economics of
their satellites into a war economy
or a potential war economy, and to
drive for imperialist mastery of the

" world.

The main threat to American im-
perialism is the aggressive expansion
of Russian imperialism. Russian econ-
omy suffered tremendous destruction

and devastation during the war. In
order to make good these losses and
to protect its own privileged position,
the Russian bureaucracy has begun
a campaign of expansion. It aims to
gain control of as many areas of Eu-
rope and Asia, so as to re-equip its
own economy, to strengthen the eco-
nomie, military and political power
of Russian totalitarianism and to re-
duce the gap between itself and the
United States.

The Russian bureaucracy uses its
army, its Communist parties and the
crisis conditions which prevail in Eu-
rope’and Asia to gain control of these
areas, for its own exploitation, and to
upset the world balance of power in
its own favor. The existence of these
two imperialisms and of their world
wide antagonisms must sooner or
later, lead to war. E

WHAT KIND OF UNION?

Within this context Western Eu-
rope occupies a most strategic posi-
tion. It is the key to the world bal-
ance of power, It is the prize over
which the two world contestanis are
waging their cold war. The organiza-
tion and the building up of a Western
Union must be viewed in relation to
this conflict.

The Commitiee on Western Euro-
pean Unity which has now begun its
work in Paris was appointed to con-
sider and to report to governments

~on the steps to be taken toward se-
curing a greater measure of unity
between European countries. At this
meetiig Mr. Dalton is representing
the British government. There is no
doubt that in the next period some
form of Western Union is going to
become a reality. The decisive ques-
tion for the British working class is
what sort of Western Union is going
to be created. The very peace of the
world will depend on the kind of
Western Union that is going to be
established.

At present, together with the talks
on Western Union now going on in
Paris, we have the draft of a North
Atlantic Pact which the five countries
connected with the Brussels Pact
have sent to Washington. The North
Atlantic Defense Pact will connect
these five powers to the drive for
world mastery waged by the United
States of America. According to the
(London) Times Diplomatic Corre-
spondent this pact commits its sig-
natories to go to war if one of them
is attacked - in Europe. It will: also
restart a new program of military
Iend-lease to the Western European
countries.

The kind of Western Union that is
now being built is therefore openly
merely a battering ram of American
imperialism against Russian impe-
rialism. It represents the merging of
Western Union into the American
imperialist bloc. It is a guarantee for
war.

This military alliance can in no
way be sanctioned by the British la-
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“NEXT—A LABOR PARTY,” by Jack
Ranger, Workers Party Publica-
tions, 64 pp., 25 cents.

Jack Ranger’s booklet “Next—L A
Labor Party!” ought to be received
with open arms—and with orders for
bundles—by every irade-union mili-
tant who has been talking to his shop-
mates about the necessity for really
independent political action by the
labor, movement. It does the job for
him.

Comrade Ranger, whose LABOR
ACTION column “Tapping the Wall
Street Wire” is familiar to our read-
ers, succeeds in doing two difficult
things: his pamphlet is simple and
down-to-earth without being MERE-
LY agitational; and it is educational
and meaty without getting lost in
either history or economics. Every
page makes its point, backed up with
facts and experience.

The first three chapters (out of fif-
teen) sketch in the social background.
What do we want out of life?—Ran-
ger asks. A decent standard of liv-
ing, security, peace and order at
home, including racial understanding
and democracy. And we're not get-
ting these things. Why? The pam-
phlet explains. Something has hap-
pened to the “American system,”
that is, the capitalist system — the
same thing that has happened to the
system all over the world: the growth
of monopoly and big business, which
rules politics as well as industry, for
its own profit. The famous two-party
system is the two-headed monopoly
of big business in government. Ranger
explains in a nutshell how this bi-
partisan monopoly arose and what it
has meant.

LABOR PARTY HISTORY

The idea of a labor party is not a
new one. In fact, the first one was
set up in the United States 120 years

ago. There has been. a constant suc-
cession - since then of attempts at
some kind of third-party action. It
is important to know this because it
proves that the best elements in
American life have never been satis-
fied with the setup. But on the other
hand, it is also important to under-
stand why none of them lasted up to
now. The pamphlet explains why
none of these parties could have been
expected to take root, and why this
is also the reason that TODAY a
labor party can and will take root
and flourish.

Why is the labor movement of the
United States so far behind the work-
ing class of most other countries in
its political development? What is
wrong with the old Gompers-AFL
theory of “rewarding friends and
punishing enemies” by pressure poli-
tics? There is a difference between
the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties, but how important is that dif-
ference to LABOR? What are the
five social groups which especially
fear and fight a labor-party develop-
ment? The pamphlet gives the an-
swer,

What's a labor party anyway, and
how does it differ from the old par-
tiés, including Wallace's latest-born
one? Why is it that the present lead-
ership of the trade union movement
doesn’t see the need for labor-party
action if its necessity is so clear?
(The booklet gives a pungent ex-
planation of that fine old term, “the
labor lieutenants of the -capitalist
class.”) '

ANSWERING ARGUMENTS

One of the highlights of the book-
let is the chapter entitled “New An-
swers to Well-Worn Arguments,” in
which six of the stand-bys are taken
apart. It's worth the price of admis-
sion alone. But “Next—A Labor Par-
ty!” is not directed only to those who

want to go on playing tag with the
Demorepublicans, The last six chap-
ters also are a “must” for those work-
ers who are “for a third party, but

. ." First of all there are the Wal-
laceites, and within the restricted
space of a few pages, the pamphlet
suminarizes the case against the Wal-
lace-Stalinist abortion of the third-
party movement. But much more
widespread in fact is the feeling that
labor should not try to set up a dif-
ferent kind of political instrument,
should not try to organize themselves
politically as a class. Writes Ranger:

" “There will be thousands of clever
liberals eager to tell us: ‘Look as
much like the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties as possible. Wave the
flag. Sing a-men. Then the masses will
follow you.’

“No, then the masses will NOT fol-
low the labor party. Why? Because
the two old banker-controlled par-
ties can always wave the flag more
furiously and convinecingly than we
can, can shout twice as pay-triotically
over twice as many radio stations and
in twice as many newspapers. Because
it is just exactly this old blarney that
the masses are sick to death of.”

“That's only the beginning of the
discussion of “How Labor Can Win
the Support of the Majority of the
People.”

We've touched on only abouyt two-
thirds of this fine booklet. The physi-
cal getup—separate cover and all—
makes it an extremely striking job,
and the price was set at two bits in
spite of the fact that this probably
won't cover over-all costs, what with
printing rates today. But wherever
this pamphlet gets into the hands of
progressives in the unions, it's going
to show returns—in stimulating and
educating the drive for a labor party
from here on out.

Philip COBEN

bor movement. It can in no way be
relied upon to preserve the peace
which is so essential if mankind is to
live.
world which is the direct cause for
the coming third world war. It means
that such a war is inevitable.

We have previously stated that
Western Europe is now the key to
the world balance of power. The
Western Europe we must strive for
can, however, be more than the key
io the world balance of power. It
can become the decisive force for a
new realignment of peoples, for re-
versing the tendency toward war. It
can set in motion a chain-reaction of
events which will go far toward se-
curing a breathing space for the
peaceful reconstruction of the conti-
nent and for breaking open an era
which will make it possible for all
the oppressed peoples, for all the
victims of the seemingly overpower-
ing imperialist forces on all the four
continents, everywhere, to begin to
‘'make those necessary radical trans-
formations in woerld conditions which
these grave times compellingly de-
mand.

In “Feet on the Ground,” a study
of Western Union issued by the Brit-
ish. Labor Party, it was stated that
“the final aims of Western Union
must be to produce a third center of
power independent alike of America
and Russia.” This goal, in our view,
should not be the final aim, but the
first aim. The only kind of Western
Union that can stop the coming war
is one which now immediately de-
clares in ringing terms, its indepen-
dence of both American and Russian
imperialism.

It must issue a declaration of in-
dependence which lays down that it
will not work or fight for American
imperialism, nor will it work or fight
for Stalinist totalitarianism. If the
British Labor government issued a
declaration of this character it would
dramatically transform the present
world situation, . ,

If the British Labor government
were to propose this indispensable
deelaration of politlcal and military
independence, if together with the
sixteen nations. of Western Europe,
and a Free Western Germany, we
could act as one, if we will pool our
resources in population, industrial ca-
pacity and war materials, we could
become a buffer of sufficient strength
and power to assure world peace.

A United Europe would be strong
enough to maintain itself as an in-
dependent political body between
the two worldxpowers. It could use
all its strength: and influence to re-
sist the drive of these war-mad pow-
ers. ! ;

WHAT - CONDITIONS?

The conditions necessary to ensure
the third mdependent force which
such a Western: Union would repre-
sent must mclude the following mini-
mum conditions.

It must be based upon the most
consistently democratic policy at
home and abroad. It must break down
all barriers which stand in the way
of a democratization which will give
the broadest strata of the people an
epportunity to fight for all their eco-
nomic and politieal interests._  This
kind of program would be the most
powerful assistance we could give to
the democratic socialist sources of
Western Europe to regain their in-
fluence over the working masses, to
smash the grip that the Stalinist to-
talitarians have over the labor move-
ment, to cut the ground under the
feet of the de Gaulles and other can-
didates for a neo-fascism:

It would smash to fragments the
Stalinist party in this country and
would assure the return of the Labor
government to power with a bigger
majority in 1950.

An independent Western Union
would play an ever greater role. It
could, from the very beginning, have
the sympathy of millions in the
United States as well as of millions
who are at present paralyzed or ter-
rorized by Stalinism in the East.

An independent Western Europe,
creating a planned economy based on
consumption, a peaceful Europe
which refuses to play any political
game but its own could become the
point of origin of a movement which
would sweep across the world. An
independent Western Union which
renounces its imperialist inferests
and declares for the emancipation of
the colonial masses could then make
an alliance with Asia and Africa for
peace and democracy. An alliance
between these three continents would
become¢ a powerful magnet of attrac-
tion for all the oppressed masses in
the Russian and American camps.

For the world can never be free
from the scourge of war unless all
forms of oppression of man by man
are eradicated.

The British present historic situa-
tion demands that we, the British
working class, we, in the British la-
bor movement (and our Labor gov-
ernment) declare ourselves for this
policy and begin to put it into oper-
ation,

This program is only a bare outline.
Many important details have not been
touched upon. This is not a finished
program, It can be discussed and
clarified. But we believe that it forms
the essentials for the kind of socialist
foreign policy on which the peace of
the world depends.

It perpetuates the two-power
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China's Future: 3

A little over twenty years ago, a handful of Chinese
Communist Party members and leaders, in a state of
utter dejection and demoralization and entirely without
influence, fled hastily from Hankow to the southwest of

China. The last act of their series of eriminal adven-

tures—the Hankow “Soviet”—had just been played out
with the erushing of the Hankow proletariat. The new
master of uomintang China, the dictator Chiang Kai-
shek, had established his indisputable authority. In re-
mote Hunan province, this same handful of Stalinist
political adventurers began their struggle anew, but on
a different political and social basis. This time, they
organized peasants into roving bands, loosely knit into
a so-called Red Army, and vowed to econtinue their
struggle.

Twenty-odd years, later, the historic circle is about
to be completed, even in the literal sense of the word!
This band of several thousand guerrilla fighters—many
of whom were originally pressed into service, and who
constituted a unique combination of peasants and tough
Stalinist leaders with a savage determination—has now
grown to a mass organized army of perhaps 3,000,000
soldiers, organized and led by a political movement
which itself numbers perhaps 3,000,000: the Chinese
Communist Party. Pursued by Chiang’s original Nation-
alist armies, then harassed by local warlords in Chiang's
pay, the original Hunan and Kiangsi peasant forces stag-
gered 6,000 miles over mountains to the deepest and re-
motest hinterland of China, Shensi province, far in the
northwest. There, over a period of years, Stalinism
worked out its program for China, adapted to their view
of the natien's special needs and circumstances.

During the course of the struggle against Japanese
invasion and the war itself, Chinese Stalinism finally
took root and found other means of solving its basic
problems—lack of contact with the industrial zenters
of the Chinese seaboard and Yangtze valley areas; lack
of arms and munitions; lack of a worked-out program
for conquering the peasant mass without entirely alien-
ating the middle layers of the backward areas over
which they ruled. It cannot be denied that the Stalinist
leaders—Mao-tze-tung; Chou En-lai and Chu Teh—
proved far more sucecessful in manipulating broad
masses of backward peasants than in handling the
problems of the proletariat and its relations with Chi-
na's capitalist elass and imperialism. Trained in the
Stalin school, they have the necessary lack of prineiple
and the required suppleness to execute whatever turns
and twists the Stalin “general line” demanded in the
past.

THE FAILURE OF CHINESE CAPITALISM

But, at this moment when power over all of China
and its 450 million people apparently lies within their
grasp, it must be recognized, even by them, that they
had a most helpful—in fact, essential—ally who did
everything possible to smooth and virtually guarantee
their path to victory. We refer, of course, to the assas-

e sin, Chiang Kai-shek, his cut-throat
wife, “Madame,” cunently sulking
in Washington, and the despicable
crew of Kuomintang landlords,
bankers and warlords who sur-
round this loving couple. Is it con-
ceivable that Stalinism could today
stand at the threshhold of social
and political power if the murder-
ous Chiang regime had not consist-
. ently conducted itself in such a way
as to lose every thred of popular
support in China? The failure to
institute a demoecratic regime, to
solve the eternal land problem, to build up China’s in-
dustries, to settle accounts with the foreign imperial'-
ists—all this made it inevitable that a new force arise
and confront these unavoidable issues. Stalinism has
proved to be that force and this is the whole of the dis-
aster and tragedy that China faces today.

Put in a more theoretical way, Chinese capitalism,
represented by Chiang and his corrupt Kuomintang Party,
has proved incapable of handling the simplest and most
basic needs of the country, the historic tasks of the demo-
cratic revolution. Chinese capitalism thus takes its place
unreservedly in the ranks of world capitalism as a na-
tional segment of an international social order that can
no longer live and breathe. But backward, chaotic Ching,
whose masses have gone through more hell in the past
ten years than any other nation in the world, must be or-
ganized, unified and dragged out of its backwardness if
it is to survive. If the Chinese bourgeoisie has proved
incapable of this, and if the proletariat has likewise been
unable to perform this task (and this is the case in China
since the defeat of the revolution in 1927), then the con-
ditions have been created for the:successful intervention
of another force, neither capitalist nor socialist, in the
proletarian sense. This, obviously, is the role of Chinese
Stalinism,

But just as the return of Mao-tze and his Stalinist
clique to the seaboard areas of China from which they
fled 20 years ago marks the completing of a geographic
circuit, so does it mark the ecompletion of an ideological
circuit. Politically and socially, this is not the same

CHIANG

Stalinist leadership which left once before. At that time,
even if in an incorrect and erroneous manner, it repre-
sented the working class and had its roots and. origin
in’'it.: This. is no longer true. These men will re-enter
the Yangtze valley cities, Shanghai, Hankow, Nanking,
ete., as conguerors over an apathetic and indifferent
proletarigt upon whom, they will seek to impose their
proconceived plan for the totalitarian organization of
a Stalinist China. They come at the head of a vast con-
glomeration of peasant irregulars, partly impressed and

" partly motivated by Stalinist land reform and bound
' together by a. qtatmch layer of Stalinist soldier-regulars.

Their basic aiim is to assume control peacefully over a
submissive proletariat.

THE COURSE OF CHINESE STALINISM

How else ean we explain why this clique fails to call
upon the seaboard proletariat to rise up and administer
the coup de grace to Chiang? The more easily the
armies of Mao-tze slice through the territories still
“held” by Chiang, the closer they approach the indus-
trial cities, the more apprehensive Chinese Stalinism
becomes and the more it reveals its true social nature.
Yes, Chinese Stalinism is destroying feudalism and its
remnants as it marches; just as it will destroy what-
ever remains of advanced Chinese capitalism and for-
eign investments. In this sense, the victory of Chinese
Stalinism may be describea as a “social revolution.”
That is, it is fundamentally overturning the existing
social relations of ancient China. But in its place, what
is to be sw.bstituted, providing Stalinism has its way?
It offers only the social order of Stalinism, at preesnt
drawing its suppc rt from the land-hungry peasant mass
and later holding its power cn the basis of the now-
familiar technigque and pattern of Stalinism. Broadiy
speaking, the future image of a Stalinist China can
today be seen in the land of Jugoslavia. This means, of
course, the enslavement of the passive seaboard pro-
letariat under the gigantic and bureaucratic apparatus
of the future.

Chiang Kai-shekism is finished and it remains only as
to how it shall be buried. It is of little relevance whether
a “coalition" peace government is formed (with the Sta-
linists running the show), or whether Chiang clings to
life over another few months. The final blow to his re-
gime has been administered by the announcement of
ECA Administrator Hoffman to the effect that America
was fully prepared (even anxious!) to do business with
the new China in the making. No loss, this. But the crea-

"tion of the new China is another problem and, indeed,

poses innumerable questions not only for the imperialist
world but for revolutiofiary socialists.

America, obviously, is counting upon the develop-
ment of a Titoist tenden 'y in Chinese Stalinism. Once
Chiang has been disposed of and the civil war ended,
the problem of reconstruction will face the new ruling
group in all its force. Above all, this requires capital,
in' enormous quantities, Can Stalinist Russia supply
the capital goods and equipment essential for the con-
struction of a productive China which is, in turn, essen-
tial for the Stalinists if they are to build up their to-
talitarian state?

To ask the question is to give the answer. Only Amer-
ican imperialism is in a position to supply masses of capi-
tal and this knowledge has tended to lull the State De-
partment in estimating the real nature of the disastrous
defeat they are suffering. Precisely how this will work .
out cannot yet be seen, but there is litHle doubt that the.
U. 5. will "do business” with the new China, and thus
hope—temporarily at least—to neutralize the effect of
this Stalinist victery by weaning the new Chinese ruling
class away from Russia and encouraging whatever Tito-
istic trends it may develop.

The consequences of this Stalinist victory will rever-
berate not only throughout .the world of capitalism,
but within the ranks of the labor and socialist move-
ment itself. If the bourgems press is still so dazed and
partly oblivious to what is happening in China that it
seeks consolation in the thought that, after all, what
happens in China is not decisive for the world, then it
is also true that the labor movement has only begun
to reflect on the meaning of these events. Yet these pre-
liminary estimates are worth consideration and we
shall do this in the concluding part of this artlcle in
next week’s issue.

Henry JUDD
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