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for a labor party.
The national elections,

duction states:

shoot at.

-and progressives.”

be found in the pamphlet:

What We Get.
2. What Has Happened?

Like?

person who is. interested in promoting
independent political action should be
without his copy—or several copies, to
allow for distribution to friends.

. Parts of the pamphlet originally ap-
peared in LABOR ACTION. In addition
to completing the text, an introduction
has been added to the pamphlet which
" summarizes the results of the recent na-
tional elections in terms of the argument i e

cially make the pamphlet essential read-
ing. With the labor movement contrib-
uting significantly to the Truman vic-
tory, a tendency has been noted in the
labor movement, even in those sections
which had in one way or another com-
mitted themselves to independent politi-
cal action, to shy away from any new
political formations. But, as the intro-

"The question of a labor party will not . s}
be downed, now less than ever. Every-
one knows that labor is in politics to
stay. By 1950 the labor leaders will again
have to look around and take inventory
. of the results of their policy of tagging
 along'affer Fhe old parties, and few of T s vt
the old excuseés will have a spark of life
' left. That year will see congressional and
local elections: there is the next mark to ety mnm o
Local labor-party orgamiza- i ,,,,,Q‘\e
~ tions and independent labor candidates
. in key parts of the country in 1950: there
is the next goal for trade union militants

A mere reading of the chapter head-
ings indicates the wealth of material to

1. What We Want Out of Life—and

3. What Are Political Parties?

4. Labor Parties in the U. 3.

5. Union Leadership and Politics.
6. Who Opposes a Labor Party?
7. What Will a Labor Party Look

New Pamphlet on Labor Party |
Presents Strong Plea for Action

The Workers Party this week an- A .
nounced publication of its newest pam- fj S;‘ P
phlet, “Next—a Labor Party” by Jack

mm“mgmﬂmx

~martiss und enacted mts |

;Iu P"“ ANL4
Ranger, the cover of which appears | ni’;’:','-s;wf..?“:,, S ’aﬂled on W=z %ﬁ“‘u ot
terday 1 90 of e, 5. the iy of n W £ 288
1 id tear o, st -2 DU ol e ommeres 3, YT AL Htepar ™ ¢ wo™
alongside. . ™ o \“\\YY\ S oy ting i b o o, € for ®
The sixty-four compactly and simply M Y P, e 3735'#5":':?"'5 fahg e $07

written pages of Ranger's pamphlet ar-
gue the need for and demonstrate the
road to a labor party. No working class

K\ni Worgy, o oPRre, ot L. .
fr QDY B e e, T
. I‘OI.IGE VIOLENCE: .'t.':‘.“"‘,.‘;'..,’.’..'.““"““‘"“"

wirfkiag CI0 Packinghouse Workers In the, slebs® " )

pollce chased them into the hall and o™ ° _ -

mated 100, Here the police |lI:U" . BU m
household should be without its copy. No _“:':it’::mv PROFIT -S'

: H H H y H Sates of s;s an s T F.{Gﬁrm

\WASH!‘{

O “record
Ches. Plizer
luring cher
pested & ne’
piler all o
nine monthe
The reaul
m ahare en |
TON, Nov
U defensa |
u Hational 9.
“uasume u“
b atomic be %

emy’” and Y\\

would tota.

PO% Injured foi nny
Inr & densely pop'

mdrﬂd this 14
devoted to the o
ref lurh WeRpY

:yurt uprenr

goﬂ“”-

(1 U r b
, i By |
in fact, espe- ;!;;1,;‘; it and o
ourses were ed coﬂf[!
et Deries Wnl"
® are purs
ol ;H"’me&' ‘F‘eacd
of the T 4 Big Strikes; |
:.-::n;, uling by N, L. ,
i::l’;.m By RUBEY gyy
':;Llé_‘f’:"j Bm‘&mm% ;:"f"um,umrm
e . LM . m\“ LABOR DRAFT’ W
o " BUSINESS TAKES Lo SO0 cOMEP
:m ad to m”gl ‘ ﬂimu-mnn Board Hs
o W‘ ELECTION N STRDE:3 ey A e

ol
_an*
e P‘"' one
o India vy W"' v.d ’%ﬁ“’?
R e S A DS
!"ﬁﬁ"‘ = ﬁ"""“ gARROWLY SAVED '3“
i .'nmmbol ioreur itk -._ "plrlml

saws By JOE RAUSER
Rt CLEVELAND, Sept. I—m § |{ra.-uu¢ wial § m since DML By hilsing S1%
,‘5 ,,.“‘_‘ i, last-minute petion, Ira Cog= |the cost to an average of Zc a
A T AL o TG ton, Negro farmer !m chdn-uu
vilie, N. C, wag saved—for the time . milk 0 85 2% over OPA levels. _gurable
lﬂﬂmm unM—huw bcin; nt Iun.—kom & frame-up in i The pnce Jnen-uq was approved |cials of

8. Why Old Umon Leadets Oppose a
Labor Party.
9. New Answers to Well- Worn Argu-
ments.
10. Henry Wallace and Labor.
11. How Labor Can Win the Support
of the Majority of the People. ‘
12. What Program for a Labor Party?
13. How Long Will It Take?
14. What If a Labor Party Is  Not
Bullt‘?
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15. Socialists and the Labor Party.

A full, detailed review of the pamphlet
will appear in next week’s issue of LA-
BOR ACTION. In the meantime we urge
readers to send in their orders. Hand-
somely printed, the pamphlet is priced to
sell for only 25 cents a copy despite the
high cost of printing; 20 cents each in
bundles of ten to fifty; 18 cents each in
bundles over 50.
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Socialist Vote Rose This Year,' Returns Show

Thomas Polled Two-Thirds More Than in 1944; Socialist Labor Party Declined Sharply

. The tabulation of election returns
on the presidential vote for the
minority parties shows that the social-
ist vote tast on November 2 repre-

‘sented an increase of well over a third

as compared with the previous elec-
tion.

To be exact, the increase is 37 per
cent. This includes the votes for all
three 'socialist candidates; Norman
Thomas (Socialist Party), Edward
Teichert .(Socialist Labor Party), and
Farrell Dobbs (Socialist Workers
Party). The last named group had no
candidates in the 1944 race.

The rise in the vote for Thomas was
much greater, however. In the case of
the total vote
cast this year was up by almost two-
thirds as compared with 1944, or 132,-

’188 as compared wlth 80,515.

.B_REAKDOWN OF FIGURES
This increase in the socialist protest

‘ yote came in spite of two important
factors tending to turn independent

voters elsewhere. One was the appeal
oi the Wallace movement for a pro-
test vote against the two old parties,
and the other was the tenseness of the
race between Truman and Dewey—
much tenser, as it turned out, than
had been expected. The latter in par-
ticular, no doubt, accounts for the
fact that the socialist protest vote
was not as sizeable as had been
eéxpected.

‘For the benefit of those interested
in the way the' 1948 socialist vote

46,000

breaks down, we present an analysis Teichert oo
of some aspects of the figures.
Following is the vote for the social- Total o o 196,515

ist candidates this year: It can be seen that whereas the

Thomas e 132,138 Thomas vote increased by about two-
Teichert ... 27921 thirds, the decline in the Teichert-
Dobbs oo 13,007 SLP tally was fairly sharp. The latter

— (in their paper, the Weekly People)
Total oo 173,066 adduce as partial alibi the similarity

in name between themselves and the
SWP, at least in several states. How-
ever, it should be noted that this cuts

In 1944, the socialist vote was cast
for the first two named:

Thomas 80,515

How Three Socialist Candidates Fared

Following is the vote for the three socialist candidates in the nine
states where all three were on the ballot:

Thomas Teichert Dobbs
New York e 40,879 2,729 2,675
New Jersey - 10521 3,354 5825
Colorad0o -~ 1,678 214 228
Iowa 1,829 4274 256
Minnesota oo 4,646 2,525 606
Michigan e 6,063 1,263 672
- Pennsylvania ..o 11,325 1,461 2,133
Washington ... 3534 1,133 103
Wisconsin ... 12,547 399 303
Total 93,022 17,352 12,801*

* In California where the SWP was able to get only two local
candidates on the ballot (one of whom polled approximately 3,500 votes
in San Francisco, and the other approximately 1,000 votes in Los
Angeles) 132 write-in votes were recorded for the party's presidential
candidates. It is the only state where a write-in was reported.

both ways, and the SLP-SWP vote
put together is still less than the SLP
vote of 1944,

IN INDUSTRIAL STATES

For the purpose of comparison be-
tween the socialist groups, we box
separately the wvotes in those nine
states where all three were on the
ballot. These are also preponderantly
the industrial states. .In these states,
Thomas received 93,022; Teichert re-
ceived 17,352; and Dobbs. got 12,801.

Taking the Thomas-SP vote alone,
a survey of the more industirial states
shows that the increase in the Social-
ist Party vote was by and large higher
than elsewhere. In New York State,
Thomas jumped from 10,553 in 1944 to
40,879 in 1948. This was the biggest
leap in any one state. In New Jersey
his vote increased from 3,358 to 10,521.
These two states alone also accounted
for two-thirds of the Dobbs-SWP
total: 2,675 in New York, and 5,825 in
New Jersey. The SWP’s Militant com-
‘ments on the New Jersey figure with
the remark that “it (the SWP) was
favored in a few counties by its place
on the ballet.”

The SP's Socialist Call has an in-
teresting comment on the size of the
Wallace vote as compared with the
vote for Norman Thomas back in 1932,
when Thomas got his highest figure:
“In that year, with a total vote of
seven million smaller than in 1948,

(Continued on page 2)

U.S. Hints at Pla
To Make Deal With

(hinese Stalinists

A harsh light has been thrown on
Jim Crow right in the nation’s cap-
ital.

The fact of its existence in Wash-
ing is not news—everybody knows
that the federal governments own
bailiwick is among the worst plague
spots in the country, so far 2% race
discrimination is concerned, outside
of the deep South.

But the disgusting details have been
made public by no less than a com-
mittee composed of eighty-seven na-
tionally prominent figures, in a re-
port given last week to President
Truman. The “Washington Memo”
column of the December 11 New
York Post retails the highlights.

Judging by the excerpts there
quoted, the report’s sponsors not only
expose the conditions but also point
the finger. We will have to await the
complete report itself, however, in
order to see whether, in addition to
pointing at the “interests,” the finger
is also pointed at the federal govern-
ment itself.

Here are some of the accusations

backed up by the committee's blast:
@ Real-estate and _financial interests
dchhers-tely ma.mtaln aml fostﬂr Ja-
cism.
® Race fru.txon does not a.nse “sw.tu-
rally” from intercourse between
whites and Negroes.
® Negro home owners and tfenants
are deliberately and systematically
exploited and cheated, as compared
with whites.
® The policy of the “community
leaders” is to force the Negroes into
slums and ghettos.
@ Individual houses are offered to
Negro buyers for 30 per cent more
than is asked of white customers. A
$4,000 house gets a $5,200 tag when
a Negro family comes inquiring.

TWO-WAY PROFIT

How they get away with it was
cynically explained in a 1944 pam-
phlet published by the National As-
sociation of Real Estate Boards: “Ne-
groes in the same economic groups
are better pay because the demand
for housing is so much keener.” This
needs a little footnote., The “keen-
ness” of the Negroes' demands for
housing is ensured by the very peo-
ple who profit by it. This is the fune-
tion of the restrictive covenants.

Thus the current (1948) “Code of
Ethics” of the Washington Real Es-
tate Board says: “No property in a
white section should ever be sold,
rented, advertised, or offered to col-
ored people. In case of doubt, advice
from the public affairs committee
should be obtained.”

Whenever restrictive covenants are
attacked, the hypocritical real-estate
gougers blandly explain that they are
necessary in order to “keep property
values from falling” as soon as Ne-
groes move into a neighborhood.
While this myth has been factually
and statistically exposed many times,
the committee’s report makes clear
that the aim of Jim-Crow restric-

Blast at Jim Crow in D.C
Puts Democrats on a Spot

tions is not to “keep property values
irom falling” but to inflate them at
the expense of the Negro victims.

Thirty per cent of Washington's
population is made up by Negroes.
This near-third of the people are
crowded into the unrestricted slums.
Any Negro who wants to break out
is made to pay through the nose.
Says the committee:

“The same real-estate interests that
make money by excluding colored
people from new subdivisions are
able to collect inflated rentals from
the slums into which they are driven.

A profit is made on the Negro com- .

ing and going.”

Who are the criminals? The com-
mittee points the finger at the “groups
‘(which) hold a position of unchal-
lenged leadership in the economic
life of the community.” Among the
active members of the Washington
Redl Estate Board and exponents of
its “code of ethics” are twenty-five
leading banks, insurance and title
companies and building and loan as-
sociations. The banks figure in the
picture doubly. “The Negro home
owner is-forced to assume exorbitant
financing costs,” says the committee’s
report.

IT'S A TEST CASE!

It should be remembered that
these are the same respectable pil-
lars of society who, when pressed,
will protest that they are as much
against racism as anyone but that
they are reluctantly forced to go
along with it because of “public sen-
timent,” since business is business.
The contribution of the report is its
proof that the “public sentiment” in-
volved is that of themselves and that
of their friends, and is not enforced
upon them by the sentiments of the
masses of white people. The latter,
it is perfectly true, are often streaked
with prejudice, but the responsibility
for the actual conditions that exist
and are fostered belongs to the “in-
terests."”

The unique interest of this exposé
of Jim Crow in Washington is not
that it paints a picture much differ-
ent from that which befouls many
ofther cities. Its interest is that the
conditions in the District of Colum-
bia, unlike any other city in the land,
are determined by and subject to the
action of the federal government, of
Congress and the administration.

Truman and his Democratic Party
have just won an election in which
civil rights figured .as one of the
leading issues. Truman received the
overwhelming majority of the Negro
votes. Washington Jim Crow is a
national scandal. It ought to be made
a test case to see whether the Demo-
crats are going to carry out their
campaign pledges. The Dixiecrats
cannot even yell about “states’ rights.”
There are no excuses possible such
as are thought up when reform of
the armed forces is brought up. The
issue is simply: for or against Jim
Crow.

By JACK BRAD

While the armies of Chinese
Stalinism continued the grind-
ing up of the last masses of
trapped Nanking forces, the
real decisions were being made
in the political centers. The
frigid treatment given to Mme.
Chiang in Washington is clari-
fied by the remarkable state-
ment made in Shanghai by Paul
G. Hoffman, Marshall Plan Ad-
ministrator and World Eco-
nomic Plenipotentiary of the
United States.

The Hoffman statement indi-

cated that the U. S. would be
willing to deal with a Stalinist “co-
alition government” in China, though
not with a completely CP regime.

[As we go to press, the N. Y. Times
reports that ‘“the State Department
sought to make it clear” that “Hofl-
man spoke for himself alone.” It
seems reasonable to interpret this as
being only a formal disclaimer be-
hind which Hoffman's trial balloen
can be observed for results. Thus
also, the current issue of U. 8. News
& World Report confirms the accept-
ance in Washington of Hoffman's ap-
proach.—Ed.]

Hoffman's statement makes clear
the implications in-the.reception to
Mme. Chiahg. It-is. probable‘that:the
policy he announced in Shanghai re-
flects what was decided in Washing-
ton before her arrival. It is certain
that American military and business
circles in China conducted prepara-
tory meetings last week, before and
since Hoffman’s arrival, at which the
policy Hoffman brought from Wash-
ington was discussed and largely af-
firmed.

Already last week's N, Y. Times
dispatches from Shanghai were say-
ing about Hoffman’s arrival: “Since
most American businessmen here
want to stay, they favor a continua-
tion of the aid program. For the same
reasons these Americans, who nor-
mally are of Rightist inclination, are
now hoping that Washington will
soft-pedal any aid to Nanking.” Hofl-
man's announcement fits in closely
with these sentiments.

BRUTALLY FRANK

What is remarkable is the brutal
frankness with which Hoffman has
announced the abandonment of the
Kuomintang government of Chiang
Kai-shek. In a statement filled with
hedges and ambiguities this is made
unmistakably clear. Hoffman says:
“The principal purpose of ECA is to
help the people.” The fact that this
altruistic aim has been formalized in

a specific treaty with Chiang; that

the U. S. is bound to recognition of
this dictatorial, corrupt and unpopu-
lar regime by scores of agreements;
or that up to eighteen months ago
the U. S. was actively sending arms
to Chiang; or even that in the past
three years the U. S. has granted aid
totaling 41% billions—all] these consid-
erations are dissolved in the Realpoli-
tik of the moment., There will be

(Continued on page 4)

United Opposition Fights Stalinists

Offer Serious Threat Against CP Hold on UE Westinghouse Local 601

By STAN LAUREN

EAST PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 15—
Voting for officers for the coming
year has been -taking place all this
week in the important Westinghouse
Local 601, biggest single shop in the
United Electrical Workers (CIO),
where a record turnout of its 17,000
are casting ballots.

Local 601 has long been under the
domination of the Stalinists and be-
cause of its size and strength it has
been a plum in the. CP-controlled
UE pudding. There are but a few CP
members in the local itself, but by

* managing for years to keep its op-

position divided and by discouraging
membership participation in local af-
fairs, it has succeeded in retaining
control of the local by keeping a ma-
jority of CP members and open fel-

low travelers on the executive board.

The present president of the local,
Tom Fitzpairick, is a known Stalin-
ist who has recently been active in
posing as the labor “front” for Wal-
lace in Pennsylvania. He is running
for re-election, heading the “Progres-
sive” group slate whose roster is
likewise studded with fellow travel-
ing bureaucrats who have dominated
the local for years.

UNITED OPPOSITION SLATE
This year, however, the anti-Sta-
linists have consolidated their forces
and put up a united slate against the
Stalinist “Progressive Group.” There
js a great possibility that the oppo-
sition may sweep the Fitzpatrick-CP
forces from control once and for all.
In past elections, the Stalinists have

been able {o sgueeze inio their posts
by maneuvering the opposition to
run anywhere from three to five anti-
‘Stalinist candidates for each  office
against them. While the total anti-
Stalinist vole was always many times
greater than the votes of the “Pro-
gressives,” the Stalinists were able to
win an executive board majority since
ihe opposition let itself be divided
mainly because of personal differ-
ences.

Several months ago the various
anti-Stalinist oppositions came toge-
gether and, realizing that their differ-
ences were primarily personal, de-
cided to combine forces in one group.

The greatest difficulty they faced
was to overcome the effect of years
of CP bureaucratic control over the

(Continued on page 2)
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Notes on Winois Labor. . .

By KEN HILLYER
CHICAJ®@ — The; Nlinois CI0 con-
véntion held in Chicago, December 11
and 12 closely mirrored the ndtional
convention held in Portland in No-
vember.iIt is a funny setup when the
state cd‘nvent:ons meet after the
National Oragnization has laid ‘down
“official policy.” The convention was
' plagued with National CIO politicians,
and. plam Democratic Party politi-
cians. The delegates were "speeched"
to death.
* The usual line ahout the tremendous
victory on November 2, and the hor-
rible Communist Party (most of these
people playing tootsie with the Stalin-
ists :about two years ago) were the
main themes. Allan Haywnmi Na-
tional Organizational Director of CIO
réached full oratorical glory in attack-
ing the CP. He accused them of being
totalitarians, not believing in the
rights of free speech, assemblage, the
right to disagree, and criticize, and
tryfng to palm off a Messiah (Wal-
lace) on the labor movement. Not
many délegates could disagree with
this characterization, Unfortunately
(and with the Stalinists on the run,

Vote Rose—
(Continued from page 1;

Thomas polled 885,000 votes and ex-
ceeded the present Wallace vote in 28
states while running close to it in
eleven others. Only in nine states was
the Wallace vofe measurably better
than the 1932 Thomas vote — most
notably in California and New York.”

As far as local contests are con-
cerned; in Chicago Maynard Krueger,
a Socialist running as an independent
against a reactionary Republican and
a Democratic wardheeler, polled
4,416 votes in the 2nd District (or 2%
per cent of the total). In New ¥ork
Citys East Side, congressional district
18, Emanuel Geltman, Workers Party
candidate, polled 73 votes against
Arthur Klein, a liberal Democrat en-
dorsed by both the Stalinist ALP and
the ‘anti-Stalinist ADA. In a number
of local elections, according to figures
presented by the Militant, candidates
of the SWP ran ahead of their presi-
dential ticket by several thousand
votes.

. leadership,

this is of considerably concern tio
us now) many of these specific accu-
sations regarding democratic rights
can be directed against the union
however much their
bureaucratic acts differ in source from
those of the Stalinists. (Philip Murray
js hailed as nothing short of a Mes-
siah.) Thus a headline in the Ilinois
Labor-Convention issue: “Phil Murray
Re-Elected ‘God‘s Gift to America.’”

The convention did pass the usual
progressive resolutions, some of which
will be acted upon, others of which
will probably be filed for safe keep-

ing. A resolution calling upon the ~

labor movement to convene a Con-
gress of Labor to draft a legislative
program, and set the second week in
January- for ¢emonstration to make
the elected officials live up to their
campaign promises was carried. One
speaker spoke for the Labor Party
idea, and was fairly well received.
The workers may be excited over the
‘November 2 victory, but they realize
the shortecomings of official CIO-PAC
far better than the leaders of CIO.

That the question of merging the
FE and UAW is not as easy as may
have been expected was shown by
the exhibition the Stalinist leaders
in FE put on this week in Chicago.
They rallied national leaders and local
officers to a meeting at the Sherman
Hotel in Chicago to repudiate the CIO
decision ordering them to merge with
the UAW. They have rejected the
“ultimatum” of Phil Murray, and have
started a drive towards pulling out
of CIO. They have instructed their

membership that the March conven-.

tion of the organization will decide
the question of affiliation.

The UAW Harvester Council last
week issued a resolution, adopted at
a meeting in Indianapolis, which calls
upon both organizations to support
the merger because of what it means
10 the workers in the shops. They
pledged to have all posts in the Coun-
cil declared vacant with the merger,
and for all FE lecals to have all the
democratic rights that any Harvesier
local would have, such as full repre-
sentation on the national negotiations
committee.

The National Leadership of UAW:is
meeting this week to draft a proposal
for merger.

We must deplore the action of

National CIO in ordering an Inter-
national Union to dissolve itself, yet
the merger itself would greatly
strengthen the workers of Interna-
tional Harvester and John Deere who
are split (11 FE-7-UAW, Harvesfer,
7T UAW-5-FE, Deere) into separate
hargaining units. The Stalinists on the
other hand are only interested in
their ironclad control of FE and its
use in furthering the foreign policy
of the Stalin oligarchy. More on this
later,

The United Packinghouse Workers
who suffered a defeat last spring in
a nationwide strike have participated
in twenty five NLRRB elections in
which the AFL Meat Cutters (You
know, Patrick Gorman, the man who
salves his conscience with Socialist
Call ads, and delivers fine nationali-
zation speeches . . . in England) and
Independent Unions have participated,
Results 25 victories for CIO,

(Continued from page 1)
membership, resulting in an extreme

" disinterestedness of the average mem-

ber in the shop to the goings-on in
the local. The membership responded
quickly, however, when they saw that
they could “do something,” and in-
terest in the elections has had a re-
vitaliZing effect on the shop.

The two largest groups fo wunite
were the Rank and File Group and
the UE-CIQ Group. The former won
prominence this year by whipping
the Stalinists on the question of
signing the Taft-Hartley affidavits
and on the local’s refusal to support
Wallace. In both cases the Rank and
File managed to whip up interest in
the shops, and the victory was won
when for the first time in years, tre-
mendous numbers of men and wom-
en attended the meetings.

The other group— “the UE -CIO
Group”—was composed of many ex-
“Progressive Group” members who
have broken with the CPers in the
past few years.

The united opposition, now known
as the “UE Rank and File CIO"”
Group, is a hodge-podge of various
shades of political opinion ranging

The following resolution,

labor legislation, and:

on, and;

BE IT FURTHE!

FOR AN EMERGENCY. LABOR CONGRESS
TO WIN REPEAL OF TAFT-HARTLEY ACT

submitted by Local 6, UAW-CIO, was
passed unanimously. at the Illinois State CIO ‘convention. :
- WHEREAS, The workers and. farmers have spoken politically ‘on'
November 2, as to their desire for adequate housing, fair taxes,
anti-inflation ‘measures, Civil Rights, -and -repeal of restrictive -anti- -

WHEREAS, The lessons of the PAC victory in the 79th Congress (1944)
shows .that. it ‘does not automatically follow that the Blst Congress
because it was! elected by the intervention of the Trade Unions and
working farmers organizations will carry out the program they ran

WHEREAS, It is absolutely imperative to the ‘labor movement that the
Taft-Hartley Act and all of its features be repealed outrightly in-
stead of the talk now heard of amending the Act;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the delegates assembled in the
State of Illinois CIO Convention go on record demanding the outright
repeal of the TAFT-HARTLEY ACT and that we endorse the call
of the Internijt‘ibnal ‘Typographical Union ‘to “convene a ‘National
Emergency Congress of Labor in Washington for the purpose of
working out joint plans to combat as well as the converted campaign. .
for the repeal of the vicious TAFT-HARTLEY ACT itself"”;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we demand of the 8lst Congress
that they CARRY OUT THE PROGRAM they were elected on,
which is practically identical with the National CIO’s program called,
“The CIO program for peace and Prosperity.” and;

RESOLVED, That all CIO International and Local

Unions set aside the second week in January for an. intensive

campaign of all type of activities and demonstrations to focus the

light on the convemng of the new Congress and the demand for a

solution o the problems facing the worker and farmer.

g Submitted by:
. 71 L. U. 6, United Automobile Workers—CIO

‘from radical to conservative and is
united mainly against the bureau-
cratic control of the CP over their
‘local, the wanton neglsct and mis-
management of grievance ‘nrocedure
by the Stalinists, the constant abuse
‘of their local both in name and finan-
cially for CP “fréont” groups;' and
lastly to restore the local to a healithy
‘nade union life.

"That the dlﬁerences in the united
Rank and File group will eventually
take more solid shape is to be. ex-
pected, but until the opposition' can
‘wrest-control from the CP “Progres-
sive” group there s little chance that
‘the local will have enough health to
‘flourish. For the entire group knows
‘that a “Progressive” victory means

‘that the membershjp. will resume .its

apathy and the CP, will use the local
for -eyerything. but;trade-union pur-
poses. vl

In recent weeks the anti-Stalinists
in the District 6 area have been heart-
‘ened by several victories. First came
the victory of the anti-Stalinist forces
in the Fairmont (W. Va.). local of
Westinghouse, That was followed by

an overwhelming -’i?ctory of anti-Sta-

Oppose Stalinist Hold in Local 601—

linist forces in Huntington (W. Va.)
at a local of the Sylvania Electric
Corporation;  here the- Stalinists be-
came so -frantic after’ their defeat
that they brought down six Stalinist
District 6 organizers to bureaucrati-
cally unseat Mildred Turner, newly
elected president, at her wvery first
meeting, This plant has abeut 1800
members most of whom are women,
but they refused to be intimidated
even when the Stalinists tried to scare
them by provoking a riot. Hundreds
of women stood firm by their elected
president while the Stalinists discov-

‘ered they had less than thirty, sup-

porters

The voting will end at the Westmg-
house plant a few days before Christ-
mas. Results are not expected io be
known before the first of the new
year. ’

Both sidés have ﬂooded the plant
with dogens of leaflets for more than
a week now. Workers in the shop
are avidly reading all material and
the interest in the election has
reached its highest pitch. There ' is
high . hope that the anti-Stalinists
will give the union back to the mem-
bership. .

Readers

A CO States His
Case on the Draft

A copy of the following letter,
originally sent to General Hershey,
was forwarded to us. We think it an
interesting statement, though we dis-
agree radieally with the writer's act.
A news item, incorporating a capsule
statement of our view, appears else-
where in this issue—Ed.

*

General Hershey,

Director of the Selective Service Act

of 1948
Washington, D. C.

General Hershey:

In the summer of 1948 the Congress
of the United Stafes created a peace-
time conscription act, ostensibly as
a  national defense measure, which
required every male between 18 and
26 to register and assume a certain
classification under this Act. Although
this provides deferment for con-
scientious objectors (of a severely
limited .group) ameng others, I find
‘that-as a pacifist I cannot ecomply with
the Selective Service Act of 1948 even
to the point of registering.

From 1943-1946 I served in Civilian
Public Service Camps as a conscien-
tious. objector. I registered under that
draft act and centinued to work with-
in the system until released, in spite
of the fact that in many ways the
system was abominably bad. My
reasons were based upon (1) the
thought that if the government had
any right to arbitrarily conscript the
services of its citizens, that right
existed in time of military confliet,
and (2) that the sacrifices of military
persopnel however| unintetligent,
apathetic, or perverted to ignoble ends
they might be, yet demanded equal
or greater sacrifice on the part of
these who believed in the way of love
and reconciliation. .

Neither of these reasons obtain at
the present time. Furthermore, addi-
tional ,reasons. compel me to take the
courge of civil dlsobedlanr:e in this
case.

1, .Even  if ﬂverhearmg military
power. were demra'ble conscription
would be neither necessary nor desir-
able.:Voluntary enlistment was filling
numary rdnks adequately until de-
hberate]y sabotaged by high army
officials in the interest of army control
of the civilian population. Directly
and . indirkctly controlled = military
funds were employed to propagan-
dize conscription in spite of the oppo-

of Labor

sition of educators, religious leaders,
union groups, and even certain mili-
tary officials. External reasons were
sought in the creation of a deliberate
antagonisation of Russia.

2. Even if not an objector to war,
1 could not register for a Jim Crow
army, a condition not alleviated by
the recent political maneuvering of
President Truman.

3. As a pacifist I oppose not only
participation in war on the part of
myself and others, but also those con-
ditions which make war inescapable,
This ‘eonscription .act is an explicit
and decisive step to aggravate foreign
powers and coerce foreign policies not
favorable to American capifalism, to
place the United States under military
autocraey, and to augment thé trend
toward fascistic totalitarianism in this
country.

4. I strongly object to the ‘narrow
definition of “conscientious objector”
contained in the bill and based upon
archaic religious concepts. Certainly
a pacifistic follower of Thomas Aqui-
nas, Hinduism or Hicksite Quakerism
would be a “religious” objector; yet
under the act none of these would
be classified as a conscientious ob-
jector. As a social and philosophical
objector, although neither a commu-
nist nor an anarchist, I also would not
warrant the title of conscientious ob-
jector.

The time is too short in an atomic
age, even if it were possible, to alter
this trend through parliamentary
channels. For these reasons I-choose
to refuse to register for the draft as
the strongest protest that I know to
these evils. Being neither non-co-
operative nor non-conformist by
temperament, moreover as being sus-
cephhle to possible deferment either
as a conscientious objector or by vir-
tue of my approaching 26th birthday,
I'take this step reluctantly, with full
cognizance of the consequences, yet

- resolute in my -conviction. When the

government legalizes an immoral act,
whether it be slavery, Jim Crow or
the killing of a human being, it does
not make that act moral. When the
government forces intelligent and so-,
cially conscious individuals to disobey
such an act, the government must. as-
sume the responsibility and not those
who break the law.

As a teacher of philosophy and in
private life, so long as I am physically
able, I shall speak the truth as I see
it and shall refuse to cooperate with
any attempt to foment war and to
encourage ‘the seeds of war in pri-

vate and personal acquisitiveness and

Aclion Take

aggressiveness, militarism and  fas-
cism. Moreover, I shall urge all whom
I am able to influence to consider
doing likewise. 1
Sincerely yours,
Robert Everett REUMAN, Phila.

Discusses Issue
Of CP Defense

Editor:

Will Barton in his letter taking up
an issue raised by Erber concerning
the policy of non-support for Com-
munists under indictment re-raises
my interest on that subject. In a let-
ter, which I never-forwarded for pub-
lication written on September 17, 1
took issue with Erber on- his posi-
tion, but decided upon reweighing
its contents, that my views coineided
with his to such an exfent as to be
merely *'a disagreement - based .on
agreement. Barton poses -some' fea-
tures of the issue very -well, and 1
should like- to emphasize some of -the
points I made in-my letter at that
time.

- At one point it read: “In proposing
an alternative position, I think -that
the” past record of WP is adequate.
As he [Erber] says: ‘Whereas Marx-
ists never called upon the govern-
ment to act against fascist organiza-
tions and periodicals, it never rallied
to the defense of the latter when they
were prosecuted.’ I can see little ad-
vantage in becoming ‘a leftist critic
against the CP to the benefit of the
State Department. As the WP is on
the subversive list, it might well be
misunderstood by the State' Depart-
ment as an attempt at buying itself
into its (the State Department’s)
good graces, and conversely totally
blind followers of the CP as to the
true intentions of the party. Either
way, its role would be viewed with
utmost. cynicism.”

Barton makes a good point when
he states: “Stalinist legality is some-
thing to be strongly pushed under
capitalist totalitarianism (fastism):to
facilitate the development of legal
rights for all.” Although I doi not
subscribe to his characterization of
“capitalist totalitarianism” in dts
present historical sense, I would
agree that he poses a legitimate ques-
tion. But the dilemma -ariges: How
defend Stalinism wvis-a-vis- the State
Department, and expose ‘its reaction-
ary -tendencies ‘as ithey apply to:the
working class? What worker, :under
a' sentimental affection:ioward &ta-
linism, which he mistakes for com-

dwr

munism, would EéFiously consider
your position if 3?11: defended ‘it at
one place and fought it at another?
Things are black .and white, for or
against to the average working man.
His trade union to him is against the
employer, it is to him all that it is
not to socially conscious persons. The
varying hues of the spectroscope are
all lost in his blinded vision. He
wants reforms, and he wants them
now, and believes that New ' Dealism,
tnionism, and moderate forms of
health insurance, increased social se-
curity and the like will be enough
to solve his living problems to a
great extent. His very trade union
has taught and is teaching him that
all forms of action unless they fall
within the prescribed limits of legiti-
mate union demands are acts of.com=-
munistic inspired members, and are
therefore un-American.

In defending the Stalimists as Bar-
ton wants would léead to the most
fatuous rationalizations. Differentiat-
ing between a half-dozen concepts for
the enlightenment of the working
man would leave hirh boered, and if
not that, cynical of all parties’ who
claim to.speak in the mame of human
progress. Without wanting to assume
a didactic attitude, I think it i§ plain
that there is to be.no shortcut to so-
cial emancipation, Ten years ago, the
statement that England would be
challenged by her colonies weould
have appeared to bé the- ultimate in
frivolity. ‘During the depression, any
normal working ‘man- would: have
shouted in-derision-had a -farsighted’
person intimated-that there would be
ah abundance of jobs and that state
intervention would  be an -accepted
process in dealing -with labor. That
these things have happened and shall
continue to happen -are straws in-the
wind. Even the ateh --reactionary
Dewey, speaking as he did fer Wall

- Street, dared net come out -flatfoot-

edly against the soeial ‘reforms: it-
stigated by the New-Deal. To do -s0
would have meant alienating himself
from whatever working class vote he
might - have heped for. It is only
through the process of - evolution that
we become accustomed to what yes-
terday we would have derisively dis-
missed.

To sum up: The se6-called martyr-
dom of the Stalinists is of little -con=
sequence to the working:class. Everi-
where it is'its own ‘best discreditor.
Mistakenly or not, the working class
has associated itself with.reform, and
that is ‘what they .are getting, Sta-
linism has preached reform, only a

little bit more of it. When the evolu-
tion of things brings home to the
masses that reforms are archaic, and
when they will look back some years
hence and smile knowingly at their
own infantilism in things political,

"‘there will' be a chance: of their will-

ingly grasping a socialist solution. It
seems evident that leftist criticism of
Stalinism which is still far to the left
of the tentatively leaning left of the
labor movement would do- nothing
but isolate and cynicize the less-and-
more-aware layers in the labor move-
ment. President Roosevelt said *
form if you would preserve.” Reforms
like everything else will ‘run their
course, and inevitably, without know-
ing precisely how they came upon it,
‘the masses. will begin to think in
terms of their sole interests..

Norman JOHNSTONE
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Rese!uhon for the Workers’ Parfy Convénﬁon

[The following resolution was adopted by the
Political Committee of the Workers Party for
presentation fo the coming national convention of
the party. Discussion on it is invited; discussion
articles on this subject (as well as on other docu-
ments in the pre-convention discussion) will be
printed in LABOR ACTION in accordance with
our usual procedure. The Workers Party Balletin
also is open to such discussion.

[We especially invite our readers and comrades
abroad to participate in the discussion on this
guestion.

[The present document is to be considered in
dssociation with the over-all Resolution on the
International Situation which is available in the
WP Convention Bulletin No. 4.—Editor.]

.. The problem of Europe may be summed up in
this way: to overcome the ravages of the Second
World War by such an economic and political re-
construction of the continent as will assure pros-
pprit.y and freedom to the people and overcome
the growing peril of reactionary dictatorships and
inyolvernent in the Third World War.

-More clearly than anywhere else in the world,
ope is today bisected in two directions. Hori-
ontally, it is divided by the class struggle in every
cp}mtry But in most of the European countries,
this, struggle is heavily overlaid and thereby gross-
Iy twisted and deformed by the conflict between
American and Russian imperialism and their re-
spective agencies. Vertically, it is divided geo-
graphically into an East, comprising those coun-
tries dominated by the naked force of Stalinist
totalitarianism, and a West, comprising those
countries which are economically dependent upon
and thereby dominated to one degree or another
by American imperialism.

.-Burope cannot solve its problem under these
conditions. They can only lead fo such an eco-
nomic reorganization of the continent as will make
the natural resources and productive equipment

'of each sector serve the war machine of the im-

perlallst camp to which it is attached; as will
transform its manpower into cannon fodder; as
will eonvert its lands into military outposts and

battlefields of the two belligerents; as will assure
.such a foreign domination over each that no Euro-
-pean nation can any longer work out its own des-

tiny.

All this will only hasten immeasurably the
utter ruin of the continent. To find a way out un-
der the present conditions is impossible. The con-
ditipns must be changed fundamentally.

The change requires the establishment and eon-

- solidation of a power that can counteract and re-
gist- domination by either one of the imperialist
_giants, that can represent a force actively com-

batting the danger of the Third World War. No
country of Europe, taken by itself, can be such a

force. But the unification of all the countries of
-'Europe could constitute such a force,

'WE'STERN UNION AND THE

UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

To speak of the unification of all the countries
of Europe. is, however, an abstraction at the pres-
ent'time. The prospect of such a unification and

-the ﬁtruggle for it can be rendered concrete only

by taking for its immediate basis those countries
which not only have common problems and needs
but-*which have in common a similar objective
gituation, a similar relationship of forces, a similar
;h,ythm of development of the class struggle.

A quart‘er of a century ago, the Marxists called
Tor the “United States of Europe” as a slogan
which’best met the need of finding a way out of
the -impasse in which the split-up economic unit
known as Europe found itself. The slogan of the
“United  States of Europe” was not .put forward
then in oppositmn to the idea of a World Federa-
tion, hut because the situation in Europe could
not ba judged in the same way as the situation in
the resl; of the world, because the social problem
presen{ed itself differently to the peoples of Eu-
rope than it did to the peoples of the world as a
whole.. The slogan which best meets the need of
ﬂndlng a way out of the impasse in which Europe
ﬁnds 1tself today, which can become a new point

‘of, departure and a new impulsion for a reawak-
.ened. and reoriented working class and socialist

movement, is;: An Independent Western Union.
The slogan of an Independent Wesfem Union

'is ‘addressed in the first place to such ¢countries as
" ‘Great Britain, France, Germany,

Italy, Belgium,
o‘mnd Luxemburg, Austria and the Scandina-

-wan countnes’ These countries make up not only

a more ‘ot less compact geographical unit, but
also an economic unit which, while not completely
self-sufficient, would be sufficiently powerful to
assure a speedy pace in the reconstruction of all
the countries and a high degree of. i"ndependence
of action. But most important of all, this slogan
is addressed to these countries because, of all the

‘ npations of Europe, these alone have working-¢lass

economic and political movements with sufficient
freedom of action to accomplish the unification of
their countries without waiting until the political
situation of the other countries (not only of 'the
world in-general but of the rest of Europe in par-
ticular) is similar to the stage reached by the sit-
uation 'in the countries of Western Eurepe:
However, a broad movement for such a Union
would ‘have a big effect upon the other countries of
Europe. above all the countries ruled by facist or
Stalinist regimes, wherée no serious progress’ is
pnsslhle without the direct overthmw of totali-
tarla-n rule. The formation of an Tndependent
Western Union along democratic and socialist lines
would greatly stimulate popular movéments to
pet ¥id of ‘totalitarianism and 'would: constitute a
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Goal for Europe’s Socialists:
‘An Independent Western Union

_under the Act of March 3, 1874 : A

rallying center for all pe0ples and count‘nes of-

Europe who seek to escape domination and ‘in-
volvement in the war by ElthEI‘ American or Rus-
-sian 1mper1ahsm

WESTERN UNION AND THE
PLANS OF THE IMPERIALISTS

An Independent Western Union, and the struggle
for its achievement, is calculated to lead. - the
Eufopean countries out of the. ‘blind alley to
which they are condemened by their dependence
upon the economic and therewith the political
tutelage of American impemahsm Not a single
one of the European countries can exist mdepen-
dently because it cannot exist as an independent
economic unit. A unified Western Europe, relying
primarily upon its harmonmusly 1ntegrated écen—
mic resources, can exist and act as an mdependent
unit. Such a Union, therefore, wauld make possible
the independence of these count‘rzes from Matshall-
ization by American. 1mper1allsm and at the same
time would constitute a powerful assurance against
, assualt and domination by Russian 1mperia113m

By the same token, the struggle for such a
Union would help enormously to restore the, con-
fidence of the people, and of the wormngclass and
socialist movements in particular, in their own
power, a confidence which the war, the ;post war
period and the present blind alley of - Europe have
gravely undermined. Thu working class of these
countries represents premsely the kind of social
power which is capable of uniting Westem Europe
into an economic and political .union. It is .the
only social power capable of uniting it on a demo-
cratic and socialist basis, as the first and most
important step in the direction of achieving a
United States of Europe.

The call for a Westem Union 1s not confined
to. the socialist movement, Indeed it has already
been initiated by bourgeais and 1mper1ahet forces,
prominently including American imperialism itself.

. The United States seeks to organize Western
Europe into a single bloc so that it may be more
unitedly and integratedly subjected to the im-
perialist airs of Washington and most thoroughly
and consistently mobilized on the side of American
imperialism for the Third World "War. Toward .this
end the United States is ready to subordinate the
special aims and interests not 6hly of evely
Eurcpean nation but of the bourgeoisie of every
nation to the overriding aims and interests of
Washington. It is not inconceivable that under
certain circumstances the United States would be
able to-impose such a unification upon ‘Western
Europe. But precisely because it is imposed from
above by a reactwnary power, because it would
be compelled to serve reactionary ends, a Western
Union thus achieved would have the same kind of
retrogressive and calamitous consequences as the
“European Union” imposed from above, and by
m;htaly force, by Hitlerism during the Second
World War and for the purpose of promoting ‘the
interests of German imperialism in the war.

England, on the one hand through Churchill and
on the other through the spokesmen of the Labor
government, also seeks to establish a Western
Union. But its aim is to establish a union of Europe
under British domination for the Purpose of re-
storing the old Br:t;sh hegemony of the continent
and, with the alcl of this enhanced pomtmn, 10 come
closer toa posmon of equality with its now greatly
superior imperialist partner, the United States, in
the d¢oming struggle with Russia for werld
dominion.

Thus, wl-ule the working class is not the only
power capable of _bringing the.countries of Europe
into an economic. umt it is. the oniy: power capable
oi doing it in a manner that contributes decisively
to the reconstruction, peace and freedom «of the
-peoples.

The position of the Marxists is not ‘and: cannot
be simply determined by. the position taken by the
bourgeoise, It must be determined independently
by the objective situation and the needs of the
working class. It is on this basis that the Marxists
put forward the slogan of an Independent Western
Union. The slogan represents for them a stage in
the struggle for democracy and socialism,

WESTERN UNION AND THE
DEMOCRATIC STREGGLE

An Independent Western Union demands a vol-
untary decision on the part ‘of all the countries
entering into it. It excludes any mfrmgement upon
the demotratic right of a national self-determina-
tion of any participating nation” by any other. To
begin with, its funétioning requires no greater
self-limitation upon the sovereignty of each nation
than this: that placed at the disposal of the Union
_are all the economic resources of all the partlm-
patmg nations, to be organized, explozted. and
shared in common, The primary prergguisite, for
this i$ the complete abolition of all customns
barriers now divifling the Western Europeain coun-
tries, and the establishment of a single currency
common to all of them, which along, can: .make
possible ‘a harmonious economic reconstritction of
these. couniries on the basis of: emomlc indepen-
dence. from: American 1mber—lal13m

This economic independence m ‘turn makes
possible complete political _inflependence - “from
American imperialism, at home and in the inter-
national political arena. At the same time, it con-
solidates a foundatipn. which cannot h,g undqrrmnqd
by, Stalinist .demagogy and reag‘raoﬁ. “The gugstion
of the speed at which the pm‘tm;patmg tiations
will abandon thé now ]ealously guarded barriers
of national sovereignty and the stages traversed
in the achievement of a single federated state need
not e resolved today.

An Independent Waestern Union is possible,
and can be coynterppsed {o all imperialist schemes
parading under ‘that nare, only on the basis of the
boldest and most thoroughgoing applicatmn of
demoeratic prineiples.

This means, first of all, the- r&nt-:lmmhon by all :

participants of any imperialist “nghts" ‘to dominate

colonies and' possessions now: under their..rule.

It means, at the' same time, the most “extrems:
democratic reforms of the political structure of
every one of the countries in question,

Tt meatis, in the second place the Tull ensurance
of all democratic rights and unqualified equality
-espeeially to ‘such participants- as ‘Germany, -Haly
and Austria, namely, the withdrawal of all oceupa-
tional troops, the cancellation. of all forms -of

* war-tribute and “war Yreparatiohs 1mposed upon

them, the lifting of all forms of political and
(Continted on page 1)

Berlm Beufs Shslimsm

. Itis doubtful if Russia and Stalism. have suf’fered more
consistent-and more humiliating defeats since the end. of
-the -war than those to which they have been subjected
-y- the workers and people of Berlin. Every effort of
Stalinism to bulldoze and beat into submission the
over 3,000,000 people of this fantastic city has been, until
now, crushingly defeated. There is every reason to
believe and hope that Stalinism will be unable to con-
quer Berlin, barring the unlikely :step that the Russian
iroops simply- take over by force of arms and precipitate
" a world war, This is surely Stalinism’s worst and bitterest
political defeat in many years, ar'id there .cannot be too
much praise.for the people of Berlm who have defied the
world s most-powerful totalitaridn. machine.

Close to 14 milion people voted, under imlumerable
threats and provecations inspired by the phony Stalin-
ist govérnment created several .weeks ago in the Russian
image. “Whoever refrains from veting, has chosen life
over death,” announced the Berliner Stalinist Zeitung,
in ‘demanding an election boycott. Only 14 percént of the
eligible voters in- the Western districts chose Stalinist
“life.” The rest-of those who.failed to vote came from the
Stalinist sector of the city Where ‘naturally, there were
no polling booths.

The .American State Department hypocritically stated
its admiration. of ‘the “eivic courage” of the Berlin people
who, it said, “had earned the admiration of the demo-
‘eratic peoples of the world.” This, from the.same govern-
ment which gracefully held back its armies a mere three
years ago so Stalin could have the honor of occupying
Berlin :and then set its name to the infamous Potsdam
agreement. which provided the: basis for the present
occupiation of .the city and led to the present crisis.
This is the, type of watery propaganda which the Berlin
people can well afford io ignore. If American imperialism
is attempting to horn in and -garner credit for-this suc-
cessful struggle against Stalinism it :is because it is
increasingly nervous about certain developments in the
struggle which it does not care to see.

A WORKING CLASS VICTORY

It is entxrely wrong 1o believe that this victary at
the polls ‘was a conservative,. nghtest “democratic’—
in the bourgeois sense of the word — demonstration
against Stalinism. The facts are otherwise. This was a
working class, pro-socialist and ‘generally leftist victory
over Stalinism. The Soeial Democratic Party of Berlin
in the eyes of the peeple, représenis a left-wing and
progressive. political movement against Stalinism and
—in Berlin, at any rate—it has very consistenily and
sharply combatted the Stalinists. (Whoever heard before
of Social Democrats organizing defense squads and
throwing Stalinists physically out of meetings?) A vote
for the Social Democracy in Berlin was both anti-
Stalinist and .anti-western occupatipn in the sense that
‘this Party has, throughout western: Germany, become the
medium by which ‘general dissatification is expressed.
The other parties are most closely bound to and with
the occupation authorities, particularly the Christian
Democrats. Therefore, a supporter of the occupation
would naturally vote for these .parties and not for Social
Democrats. Look at the results:

(Western Sector)

1948 1946
-Soeial Democrats s e 5% 51%
Christian Democrats 18% 26%
Liberal Democrats ... -16% 11%

Stalinists .. .. =—— 12%

 The Social Democracy, in other words, literally
swamped its epponents two to one and received a clear
mandate to cantlnue its struggle hgamst the Stalinists,

Now If's the 'I’runsporf Workers

but in a socialist manner. Of course, the Social Demo-
cratic leadership immediately violated this clear mandate
by proposing a continuation of the present city coali-
tion government with those two parties whom the popu-
. lation had just decisively repudiated. Such actions, of
course, lie in the wvery nature of Social Demoeracy
which resist all efforts to force it into independent action,

SYMBOL FOR ALL OF GERMANY

But those efforts and pressures will continue, The
Berlin which resists Stalinism today is not the fear-ridden
and trembling Berlin of six months ago. Instead, it has
become a symbol for all of Germany and the German
people who look toward the city not only for its cour-
ageous struggle against the Russians and their German
quislings, but also as laying out the road towards in-
dependence. This is the important thing.

Berlin has become a mass political movement, with
many important political and social implications, A
Germany, crushed by the war and the occupation, is
fighting its way ‘back and—with the workers in the
lead—beginning to organize its former social and political
life. This process, particularly in a political sense, has
gone furthest in Berlin whose workers have known how
to take advantage of antagonism beiween America and
Russia to their own advantage and in their own interests.

Six months ago, an Allied withdrawal could only have
resulted in a total Russian oecupation of the city and,
subsequenily, a disastrous effect upon western Germany's
people. Now Stalinism is on the defensive and the real
impetus of the struggle no longer lies in the hands of the
occupation forces and their handful of troops, but in
the Berlin population itself. This is the essence of the
vietory and the meaning of ‘Berlin today.

Just how far this initiative and independence of
struggle will develop cannot, of course, be foretold. To-
day it is strong, because the Berlin people have a new
confidence in their power and feel that they have be-
come a center of Germany's entire struggle. Even the
Social Democrats demand a doubling of the airlift sup-
plies—a . demand which every socialist should support.
The most disconcerting factor in the situation is the

.absence of a revolutionary party in the city, or even of

a left-wing, strongly critical of the leadership, within
the Berlin Social Democracy.
A socialist wing in this Party would press for in-

.creased independence from the military authorities, for

a doubling and trebling of the airlift (do we remember
how leading Airforce authorities at first said it couldn’t
be done?), and—most important of all—begin the organi-
zation of defense squads, armed and trained, to guarantee
the retention of its victory and its freedom. It would
demand, of course, dissolution of any coalition govern-
ment with the bourgeois parties.

It is precisely this tendency for Germany's anti-
Stalinist movement to free itself from dependency upon
the western Allies which the State Department is aware
of, and fears. Can one imagine General Clay giving arms
to the anti-Stalinist workers of Berlin? Far easier is it
to imagine his arriving at a “deal” with the Russians at
the expense of these workers. Yet such is the real move-
ment throughout Germany today where, as economic life
and production grows stronger, the workers’ movement
and all national institutions stand up once more on their
own feet. It will still take a long time before all this
matures into a force sufficiently powerful to assure the
defeat of Stalinism and, at the same time, be a force
independent .of the Allies. But such is the inevitable
tendency, and the Berlin electoral victory is a major
step along this line. We are learning valuable lessons
about how Stalinism can and will be defeated.

) Henry JUDD

P dee-llmon Influence on Wane

By WILLIAM BARTON

The overwhelming annihilation of
the ‘Stalinists’ representatives at the
recent tonvention of the Transport
Workers (CIO) marks the comple-
tion of a process that has brought the
agents of the Moscow regime to their
lowest point of trade-union influence
in' this country sihce the early '30s.
Only three major CIO uhions remain
in their orbit. Their smaller domains
are in process of being raided, super-
seded or forced into mergers. Any
_1ocals under their domination must
be: ever more wary of stepping out-
sxd,e natwnal CIO policy. They are
being licked, and what is most sig-
nificant, they are taking it with only
a whimper,

Their. mab;hty to fight back in any
public-fashion that meets the eye of
anybody but the studious observer is
.a furthef indication of what type has
b‘ecome the rcore of the American Sta—
hmst mevement They had built up
an’ apparatus of members and fellow
travelers inside the CIO and some
AFL and independent locals, with
little o£ a base to back them up.
These have either decided that their
place should now be with the anti-
Stalinists (as have Quill of the TWU
and Cur&:an of NMU, and as Fitzger-
ald of the UE may likely do tomor-
row), or have coneluded-or-have-been
teld that their only opportunity for
serving 5the Russian bureaucrats is
‘hy maintaining the few bureaiicratic
s’tronghqlds left.to-them in the Amer-
ican labor movement. From their
viewpoint, that is all they could do.

This waning ‘of Stalinist influepce
in the uhlons should. also seriously af-
fect theur alfeady much diminighed
“front” actlvltles Whatever impres-
sive names.may have been added- to
the letteérheads,.: ‘these front organiza-
tions usually had their leading ex-
-cuse for, exmtence in the national and
local unions.

e

CORRE’C.TIQN "
. -dn the last, issue, George Stone, the
editor of the Bocialist Leader (Lon-
don) and our corresponident in Eng-
jand, was erroneously listed in one
place as “editor of the Socialist Ap-
m " f '

We regret the error and trust that
the editér of neither publication takes
undue offense.

The American CP cannot possibly
respond by going “militant” again, as
in the early ’30s, setting up a new
solar system on that basis, even pos-
sibly building some dual unions. Many

reasons account for this. For one
thing, it is doubtful if they c¢ould get
their followers, outside of strict par-
ty members, to go along with this. For
another, it would hardly leave them
in a pOS]tlDI’l to accommodate the

twists and turns of Russian foreign

policy in any effective manner.

This is all very encouraging to gen-
uine socialists, or at least could be.
The CP of America is fortunately not
the obvious haven for leftward mov-
ing individuals and groups that it is
or was, in France and Italy. The rout
of the Stalinists, particularly in sev-
eral CTIO unions, has been achieved
-by epposing am active 'militancy to
the big talk of the Stalinists. Con-
-gidering the type of neo - Stalinist
around, there is little reason why this
‘process cannot be continued.

PROPER BASIS

But too much of the .anti-Stalinist
fight' in the trade union_s' and other
organizations has been of a largely

organizational character — merely
keeping them from office and deny-
ing them certain rights. It has even
stooped to actual red-baiting. This
can only play into the Stalinists’
‘hands, though as yet they have been
incapable of making use of their op-
portunities. Particularly dangerous is
the drive to prevent them from ex-
ercising - democratic rights, including
the right to membeiship. At the
Transport Workers Unien conven-
tion so strong a constitutional provi-
sion against allowing BStalinists to
hold office was presented that Quill
tried to intervene to tone it down.
But the thing had gotten beyond his
control  and the -strongly worded
statement, which Quill feared might
be stretehed to include himself, was
decisively passed.

The dangerous possibility is that
the Stalinists may bounce back as
good democrats. There is less excuse
for permitting this than ever before.
Their threat in the U. S. labor move-
ment has been pushed back consid-
erably. Let them continue their whin-
ing from the nether regions, with fuil
rights to fail and equal rights for all
others to ignore them or smash them
politically.
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By JACK RANGER

.Sales and Employment Slipping

As the year nears its cIose two recent devel-

opments in- the nation’s economy deserve atten--

tion. The first is the slight falling off in depart-

ment-store sales; the second is the growing num-

ber of layoffs in various Eastern mdustrxes '‘Nei-

ther has developed to the point where it may be

considered a serious threat fo the economy, '‘Both.
are early symptoms of the chronic disease of too-
high prices and too-low wages which have marked
the post-war economy but which have been held
in check by the unprecedented peacetirne scale of
spending for the military and for foreign aid.:

For the week ending December 4, department-
store sales:in the Chicago district were 4 per eent
under 1947 figures for the same period. It was the
sixth consecutive week of decline. Similar sales
for the same week were off 4 per cent in- Detroit,
in Milwaukee 1 per cent, in Indianapelis up 1 -per
cent, and in other cities of the Midwest off 4 per
cent.

The regional pattern was exactly reflecting de-
partment-store sales throughout the United States,
which were also off 4 per cent from a year before.
All the Federal Reserve districts reported declines
for the first week in December, ranging from 2
per cent for Boston to 6 per cent for New York
and 8 per cent for San Francisco.

Several economists have voiced the belief that
the drop in sales is largely the result of a widely-
held belief that President Truman and the 8lst
Congress will “do something” about high prices—
that is, that the people still have  money in their
pockets but are just holding off to see if prices
will be lowered early next year by governmental
action.

Such an interpretation is improbable, for two
reasons: (1) If people do have money to spend, as
a rule they will spend it in the holiday season to
try to make their family’s Christmas a happy one,
or to provide at least winter wardrobes for their
families; (2) Who but a few god-forsaken Demo-
cratic labor bellwethers can really believe that
Truman will or can do anything to lower prices?

The president’s proposed military budget, his,
commitments to Europe and to China, his promises
to the farmers, the cheap-money course dictated
by the tremendous burden of war debt, preclude
any hope that prices will fall because of anything
that the administration consciously does.

LAYOFFS GROW

A roundup of statistics reflecting recent . layoffs
reveals the following:

Republic Steel in Canton, Ohio, has laid off 300
workers in the stainless-steel sheet and strip oper-
ations. The Hoover Company in Canton laid off
400 and acknowledged a reduction in sales in re-
cent months and a dwindling order backleg. Die-
bold, Inc., in Canton, said it had cut -its production
force by about 165 in the last two months, because
of a reduction in the backlog of orders.

In Northampton, Mass., the Propper-MeCallum
Hosiery Company laid off 125. Officials ‘of “the
CIO Textile Workers were quoted as saying there
was “an apparent buyers’ strike” against women's
hosiery. o

In Cleveland, Jack & Heinz Precision Indus-

" tries, Inc., (remember—the first that was capital-

ism’s darling during the war) laid off 200 in the
fractional horsepower electric department.

Western Electric Company in Chicago has laid
off 775 employees and says that operations are
still “above normal.”

In the Pacific Northwest a number of lumber
mills have closed dowh “because of the recent
break in the price of lumber,” throwing thousands
out of work.

Approximately 47,000 fewer workers were em-
ployed in construetion in November than in Octo-
ber throughout the country, according to -Labor
Department statistics.

Large layoffs are reported by New England
woolen mills and the California motion-picture
industry.

Consolidated Vultee -Aircraft Corperation said
it had let 600 go in .San Diego, Stamford and
Greenwich, Conn,, and that 2,000 more might have
to g0 by June 1.

In Cleveland, Apex Electmcal & Manufactur-
ing Co. fired 300 the first week in December, and
said 400 more would be let out January 1. Na-
tional Carbon in Cleveland laid off 100 and said
further cuts were possible. Addressograph-Mulli-
graph of Cleveland has dismissed 80 office work-
ers and 200- production workers. Foote-Burt Com-
pany, of the same city, has laid off 50 out of 350
in recent weeks b‘ecause of “lack of orders.”

TURNING POINT AHEAD?

Businessmen in Stamford and Greenwich, Conn.,
have called a meeting to “fight unemployment’ .in
that industrial area. They say employment is dewn

- 8.7 per cent there from last year, with 1,739 per-

sons from the two .towns..now unemployed and
looking for work.

A month or so mnst .pass: before it will 'he
clear whether these seattered layoffs.mark a turn-
ing point in the economy. Similar sitnations have
developed several times since 1945, and each time

| BOOKSMAKE THE BEST CHRISTMAS GIFTS!
If you order promptly they can reach you
in time for the holiday
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,-‘l’.Pﬁll.OHns—Bq!mh for World Revolution.................ccccocevvvininnes 1.28
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the artificial injection of war aerders or foreigm-
relief orders has enabled the economy to recover
temporarily.

These achievements. have led many obsexrvers
{0 the belief that the.national administration can
continue. mdeﬁmte]y to buoy up the economy with
similar devices. Such a ‘deduction is falsé because
the United States does not possess inexhaustible
wealth, '

A year-end econoniic survey which I am pre-
paring will show how far along the road to ex-:
haustion the economy hds come sin¢e .a similar
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THE SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS HAVE A MANDATE

What Berlin Vote Meant: We Want Self-Rule!

By EUGENE KELLER

The political implications of the
Social-Democratic victory in the Ber-
lin elections early this month are
undoubtedly qualified by the fact
that the very freedom of the elec-
tions depended upon the presence of
the Anglo-American troops. One of
the immediate consequences of the
election results is a considerable en-
hancement of the prestige of the
Western powers; the appreciation of
the U, S. State Department found
expression in words of highest praise
for the people of Berlin in an un-
official release.

Did the election constitute an en-
dorsement of the continued occupa-
tion of Western Germany or of Ber-
lin? The answer to this question is
vital to an evaluation of the future
of the German working-class move-
ment; for its dependence upon the
Western powers will in the long run
be as fatal to it as would be its sub-
ordination to the Stalinists.

The immediate issue in the Berlin
election was not either the withdraw-
al of the Russian troops or the con-
tinued otcupation of the city by the
Anglo-Americans. It was that of elect-
ing a city assembly, the tenure of the
previous one having expired. The lat-
ter had been elected in October 1946,
with the Social-Democrats seating 49
per cent and the Stalinists 19 per
cent of the delegates.

When the Stalinists began seizing
various key administrative posts last
summer after the blockade of the
city by the Russians had begun, the
Social - Democrats demanded early
elections. It was a completely justi-
fied demand in view of the Stalin-
ists' usurpations. The latter hedged
and then opposed elections on the
ground that the presence of the An-

Oust Stalinists

glo-Americans would make “free”
elections impossible. (It is astonish-
ing that they postponed their coup
in the Eastern sector of the city until
five days before the elections. They
must have had reasons to expect a
deal between the U. S. and Russia at
the United Nations sessions in Paris
—how else explain this incredible po-
litical blunder on their part?)

WHAT WORKERS VOTED FOR

The defeat sustained by the Sta-
linists was administered not by “fas-
cists” and “separatists,” as the Sta-
linists would have it, but by the po-
litically most advanced working class
of Europe together with large non-
working-class sections who are very
strongly drawn to it. That the latter
voted Social-Democratic and not for
the conservative Christian Democrats
proves that the Berlin working class
carried the major brunt, politically
as well as organizationally, of the
struggle against the Stalinists during
the past five months.

Eighty-five per cent of the Berlin
electorate—man enormous percentage—
turned out and gave the Social-Demo-
crats two-thirds of their votes. If they
voted for anything, they voted for
democracy; and if they meant any-
thing by that, they asserted their will
to struggle, to forge their own des-
tinies. This is the essential meaning
of the election resulis; the huge turn-
out cannot be explained otherwise.

Undoubtedly the Berlin workers
have been enabled in the course of
the struggle to build their organiza-
tions into a real force and to wage
a militant struggle against the Sta-
linists. The full effects of this fact
are not as yet visible but they are
bound to be of profound importance
in reconstituting the international so-
cialist movement.

From Office

In Cleveland GE Local 707

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND — Local 707 of the
United Electrical Workers, CIO,
which' includes all the General Elec-
tric plants in Cleveland, went to the
polls last week and decisively re-
moved from office the Stalinist
cliqgue which has long been in con-
trol there. The “Non-Communist
Slate” headed by David Fitzmaurice
of the Cleveland Wire plant made a
clean sweep of the Stalinists, win-
ning every post for which they put
up a candidate by a two to one mar-
gin, and leaving the old administra-
tion with only three places on the
Executive Board.

“Cleveland was once a real strong-
hold of the Stalinist Party. The In-
dustrial Union Council and many af-
filiated locals were rigidly under their
conirol. The Murray force and other
non-CP elements were disorganized.
It was only recently that the fight on
the Stalinist party liners was serious-
ly taken up. As a result, the pro-
Murray forces now have control of
the CIUC and have removed the CP
from leadership in many of their lo-
cals,

The elections were held after a hot
debate between the 1948 leadership,
composed of Stalinists and Wallace-
supporters, and the opposition, who
based their campaign almost entirely
on ousting the Stalinists.

The Stalinist leadership pointed to
their allegedly militant struggle for
higher wages, equal pay for women
workers, better working conditions,
and progressive political action. The
opposition pledged themselves to ad-
here to basic CIO. policies, to fight
for betterment of working condi-
tions, prompt settlement of griev-
ances, an end to the use of union
meetings for non-union activities,
and “restoration of American - style
democracy to the local.” These issues
were subordinated,” however, to the
calling of names on both sides and
to such questions as to where the
elections should be held.

The Local 707 election was con-
sidered a serious test in this fight.
The local was one of the main sound-
ing boards for the Stalinists, and its
business manager, .Fred Haug, was
one of the main CP spokesmen in
Cleveland. The Fitzmaurice group

ran on a program of support of na-
tional CIO policy and polled a larger
vote than was expected. A big issue
in the election was the matter of
voting places. Previous elections were
held in the plants or in mobile trailer
voting booths placed in the plant
parking lots. Apparently afraid of a
large vote, the Stalinist dominated
elections committee decided to rent
polling places outside the plants this
year, even though the locations se-
lected were several miles away from
the shops in some cases. The fear of
a large vote proved to be justified,
as the workers turned out to vote in
large numbers and kicked the incum-
bents out.

One issue still unresolved concerns
the business manager, Haug. This of-
ficer is selected by the Executive
Board and must be approved by the
Stewards' Council. While the com-
position of the Board has been
changed, the Stewards’ Council still
seems to be in the hands of the old
clique. Any atiempt to oust Haug
‘will not get by the Council. How-
ever, if the Board and Council fail
to agree on a candidate, then the se-
lection goes to a membership refer-
endum, and it is expected that the
results there would be the same as
in this recent vote.

While the CP has by no means
been cleaned out of the Cleveland
unions, they are now left with some
of ‘the UAW-CIO Ilocals as their
main base. Local 45, Fisher Body, is
their strongest point there, and the
Reuther forces are now organizing to
challenge the hold on that local.

While the defeat of the Stalinists
is in line with the general trend of
labor today, and is in general a pro-
gressive trend, it remains to be seen
whether the new leadership will be
active and militant or whether it has
swung to the far right. At the present
time, there is no way of foreseeing
which it will be. However, the awak-
ening of the political consciousness
of the rank and file, as demonstrated
both by the national and by the local
elections, indicates that a close watch
will be kept on the activities of the
local leadership, and should lead to

greater and more militant participa-

tion in local and political affairs by
the workers.

It is, however, false to ascribe a
progressive role to the Western pow-
ers on the grounds that their pres-
ence in Germany makes the existence
and growth of the socialist movement
possible. We have on many occasions
shown the destructive and reaction-
ary role of the U. S. and Great Brit-
ain in Germany. The numberless pro-
test strikes and demonstrations which
have taken place over the past three
years, ranging from food riots to
strikes over the installment in re-

(0 Held in Bail
For Refusing to
Sign for Draft

PHILADELPHIA, Dec, 12 — ‘Last
Friday, Robert Reuman; a philosophy
instructor at Temple University, was
held in $500 bail for the Federal
Grand Jury for refusal to register
under the 1948 Selective Service Act.
The 25 year old Reuman, who had
spent nearly three years in a con-
scientious objector’s camp during
World War II, refused a last minute
offer by Assistant U. S. Attorney
Edward A. Kallick to withdraw pro-
secution in. return .for immediate
registration.

Reuman’s views on the draft are
contained in a letter to General Lewis
B. Hershey. (printed in . the -letter
column—Ed.). The Philadelphia Even-
ing Bulletln quotes -Attorney Kallick
as saying that Reuman was “trying to
publicize himself, and thereby gain
notice for his political philosophy.”
For our part we hold that it is an
age-old and comm_endable tradition
to try to gain notice for political
philosophies.

LABOR ACTION disagrees funda-
mentally with may of the statements
made in the letter. We do not believe
that failure to register under the draft
is “the strongest protest” that can be
made; we advocate political action
instead. However the sincerity and
determination of Mr. Reuman are to
be commended, despite our disagree-
ments with his views, as are His un-
derstanding of social and political
aspects of the Draft Act and his pro-
tests against Jim Crow, a standing
army of conscription, and the en-
croachment of the military upon
civilian life.

r e g
WP Bulletin

The latest issue of the WP Bulletin
contains the Draft Resolution on the
International Situation. Order from
Workers Party, 4 Court Square, Long
Island City 1, N. Y. 15 cents plus
postage.

Sub for 10 issues of the bulletin is
available for $1.50. Write to WP Na-

tional Office.
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THE PERMANENT
REVOLUTION

by
Leon Trotsky
$3.50

Order Your Copy From

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square :
Long Island City 1, New York
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sponsible positions of former Nazis,
are ample evidence of the German
workers’ attitude toward the West-
ern powers, and have shown not only
the absence of illusions concerning
their ‘“democratic” intentions but
also the never abating necessity to
struggle against their occupation.

SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS EVADE

Yet it would be misleading to over-
estimate the degree of opposition
which the German workers are able
to express. Their political aspirations
can be realized only through their
orgamzanonS‘ but their organizations
are, by and” largeé, bureaucratically
controlled by the Social-Democratic
Party apparatus. The latter's reac-
tion to_the election results was typi-
cal of people who above all fear to
upset a more or less comfortable sta-
tus quo: they gave immediate assur-
ances to the Christian - Democrats,
who had suffered a signal defeat in
the elections, that the coalition in
the Berlin administration would not
be affected by the results.

One of the Christian - Democratic
leaders aptly characterized this piece
of cowardice as an evasion of the
obvious mangdate the people had given
the Social-Democrats.

The German Social-Democrats, as
a result of the Berlin elections and
of the fight they are waging in the
Western zones against increasing
prices, continued dismantling, etc,
have been carried to unprecedented
heights of prestige and could prob-

(Continued from page 1)

good reason for Nanking to define
this new U. S. policy as a stab-in-
the-back to Chiang. Thus ends the
cold war against the Kuomintang ref
gime . which began with the failure
of Marshall’s: mission in early 1947.

Hoffman clearly offered the olive
branch to the Chinese CP and stated
the conditions under which the U. S.
will do business: “If a government
was set up that gave hope that con-
ditions did exist that would continue
free institutions, I think our govern-
ment would be in a position to con-
tinue aid.” Thus the first condition
is a coalition regime in which some
of the political groupings supported
by U. 8. are included. Rumors are
current thag.U. S. favors inclusion
of General. Ho,. present defense min-
ister, or of Marshall Li, vice-presi-
dent, in a Stalinist. coalition.

As a downspayment and indication
of good will,sHoffman stated that the
U. S. will not reroute those ships at
present slated for cities in CP hands
or about to fall to it. There are about
10,000 tons of~wheat and other food
at present enroute to such cities. This
huge food supply is also intended to
tempt the QP to accept Hoffman’s
terms, which:include U. S. supervi-
sion of all ECA expenditures in China.

When this- statement of policy is
juxtaposed with the reputed entrea-
ties of Chiang for a declaration in his
own favor (for its morale value), the
full meaning becomes clearer. The
new U. S. policy is not only ,an aban-
donment of :Chiang and an offer to
the CP but a call te all pro-U. S. ele-
ments in the Kuomintang, all the
vacillators and opportunists, to leave
the sinking sh1p It is a call to defeat-
ism: with reﬁerence to Nanking.

BASlS OF U. 8. HOPES

It is no wonder that peace rumors
are beginning to replace all other po-
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Resolution on an Independent Western Union —

" (Continued from page 3)
economic disability to which
subjected.

It means, in the third place, that the proper
functioning of the economic machinery of the
Union shall be ensured by unhesitatingly remov-
ing all obstacles to it constituted by private owner-
ship of industrial or financial monopolies, and by
unhesitatingly imposing the most drastic capital
levies wherever and whenever they are required.

WESTERN UNION AND .
WORKER'S GOVERNMENTS

_The slogan for an Independent Western Union
necessarily goes hand in hand with the slogan, in
of the most rapid - possible
establishment of labor or socialist governments.
The revolutionary Marxists in’ Europe are con-
demned to sterility outside the ranks of the poular
and democratic mass movements of the workers.

all these countries,

they are

In virtually all the countries of Western Europe,
these movements are represented by the Social-
Democratic parties. In these parties, the Marxists
must become the most aftictilate, active and con-
sistent champions of the slogans: “Our party must
work and fight to take over the government
The workers’
Europe ,must unite into an Independent Western
Union!” It is only under such governments that
an Independent Western Union is realizable.

In putting forward this position and these
slogans, the Marxists remain fully aware of the
nature and the limitations of Social-Democracy
and reformism in general. To the question as to
whether or not the ‘Socjal- Democratic and laborite
parties can achieve genuine woikers' governments
and a Western Union that is genuinely independent
of imperialist domination, alliances or policies,
they do not give a dogmatic answer that would
preclude the mobilization of the workers in a

now

independently!

' governments of

struggle to achieve such governments and such a
Union through the medium of those parties and
instruments which have the confidence of the
workers themselves.

The revolutionary Marxists retain in full their
confidence that the workers can and will learn
. through their own fighting: experiences, in which
the Marxists themselves will participate fully and
equally and with their own program, all that is
requlred for the earliest and complete realization
of the socialist objective. For the workers to learn
from their own  fighting : experience in Europe
today requires the most- energetic, conscious and
consistent advocacy of the
slogans: For a socialist government" For an Inde-
pendent Western Union!

POLITICAL COMMITTEE OF THE

inseparably joined

WORKERS PARTY
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ably win in any national election. If
a year or two ago a sweeping victory
on their part might have brought the
threat of economic sanctions by the,
Anglo-Americans, the latter’s military
and political aims have more and
more committed them to at least tol-

- erate, if not to give some measure of

support, to the non-Stalinist work-
ers mavements.

This makes it quite unlikely that
they could successfully prevent the
realization of a demand that national
elections be held in which the Social-
Democrats would run their own can-
didates—if the latter would indeed
put forward such a demand.

It seems indicated that this would

be a definite step forward in the po-
litical situation of Germany. A So-
cial-Democratic victory would, in all
probability, be more pregnant of po-
litical consequences than was the
victory of the British Labor Party
in England in 1945. No other party
in Germany is more firmly commit-
ted to socialism; no other parity has
fought Stalinism more uncompromis-
ingly; no other party is a more fer-
vent advocate of Germany's unity and
independence. And no' following of
any other party has, or even could
have, resisted the economic devasta-
tions inflicted by the Western powers
with greater stubbornness. The his-
torical and honorable. task of regroup-
ing the international workers maove-

ment may well fall to the German

proletariat.

Hint at Deal With

litical thinking in Kuomintang China.
For the Hoffman policy is a reitera-
tion in new terms of the Marshall
policy of 1946. At that time also, the
U. S. sought a coalition of the Kuo-
mintang and the CP. Today the bal-

'ance has shifted in favof' of the CP.

Yet if the U. S. can bring a“conclu-
sion to the civil war, and by ousting
Chiang and the CC (right wing)
clique of feudalists bring to power in
the - Kuomintang a pro- American
group which will join with''the QP in
coalition, the U. S. will for the first
time have a political group of its own,
and therefore a political instrument
with which to work out and imple-
ment a China policy.

In this sense, while Washington is
defeatist toward the Chiang-feudalist
section of the Kuomintang which- is
dominant, it seeks to rally the bour-
geoisie and the anti-feudalists into an
effective political bloc. The present
disaster of Chiang's party may prove
the occasion for U. S. implementation
of its long-desired program for China
in this one sense, while in other ways
it shares the disasters.

What makes Washington offer Mar-
shall Plan aid, i. e., anti-Stalinist,
anti-Russian aid, to a Stalinist-led

regime is the hope that with time it
can develop a political group of some
strength which it can extend and con-
trol. No other alternative probably
exists except to “write China off.,” If
anything is to be salvaged at all, sac-
rifices must be made. Chiang is the
first sacrifice and ECA aid would be
the second. There is also the hope of
a “Titoist” development in Chinese
Stalinism. :

This hope rests on & fnite "consider-
ations. The British, for example, have
made all sorts of secret and round-
about overtures to the Chinese CP in
recent weeks. Lacking the odium
which attaches to the U. S. in China,
the British have offered to.continue
and even expand trade fmd business
in Stalinist areas. This is one straw

tors of the inquiry.

Commission.

Thomas.

be held in February.

tinues: “. ..

(ommis&ieb of Inquiry Will
Probe Into Forced Labor

NEW YORK (WDL)—Hearings on forced labor throughout the world
will be held in New York in February by a commission of outstanding:
American citizens, it was announced today by Rev. Donald Harrington,
national chairman of the Workers Defense League.

The commission of inquiry was organized at a meeting of edu-'
cators, lawyers, 1abor leaders and other concerned individuals at Hunter
College on December 3, called by the Workers Defense Leagude, initia-

Dr. Harry D. Gmdeonse. president. of Brooklyn College, Hwas elected
chairman of 'the ¢ommission which includes: Frank P. Graham, presi- .
dent of the University of North Carolina; George N. Shuster, president :
of Hunter College Matthew Woll, third vice-president of the Amencan T

" Federation of Labor; Emil Mazey, secretary-ireasurer of the Umted_f_.
Automobile Workers of America (CIQ); A. Phillip Randolph, president *
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (AFL); John Green, pre51- E
dent, Industrial Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers of America
(CIO): and Ethel Epstein, member of President Truman’s Civil Rightis

Other members of the commission are: Morris L. Cooke, George S.
Count, Max Delson, John F. Finerty, Francis Heisler, Sidney Hook,
Frank McCulloch, Arthur Schlessinger Jr., Max Sherover, and Norman

The commission under the secretaryship of Dr. Ralph G. Ross will
assemble the testimony of experts, witnesses and victims from all parts
of the world. This testimony will be presented at public hearings to

In a staiement issued by Dr. Gideonse, the commission said:

“Slave labor and concentration camps in the Soviet Union and - the_"
Balkans have re-established slavery in the heart of the western world.”
Peonage in South. America, the' practice in parts of Asia of selling
daughters into prostitution, and ‘slavery in, Africa and Arabia combine -
to make an appalling picture. Illegal peonage in the United States and
other remnants of forced labor also require our attention.” :
-~ Asking for an official international investigation, the statement con-
a report will be published and it is the hope of this com-
mission that this report will stimulate a public opinion and indignation
which will inspire the governments within the United Nations- to -
authorize the much-needed official international investigation.” :

China Stalinists —

in the wind. From the other side came
the ubiquitous missionaries with tales
of CP protection and continuation of
their work.

PROTECT PROPERTY

More important is the protection
given to all foreign properties in CP-
captured Mukden. Even. U. S. prop-
erty has been carefully -guarded
against any molestation and foreign
business has been urged to continue.
The CP program clearly states:
“Trade and industry should be given
protection, including those owned by
landlords and rich peasants.” This is
the first point of the industrial policy
published by the CP. In addition it
has raised, the slogan: “Factories to
the owners”—that is, it gives back to
the original owners factories taken
over by the Kuomintang. This policy
has-actually been carried out in nu-
merous instances.

The China Digest, CP Hong Kong
organ, states (October 5, 1948): “While
the Kuomintang arrests businessmen
and confiscates their properties under
its so-called currency ' reform and
emergency economic measures, busi-
nessmen in liberated areas-are being
aided by the democratic governments
to revive and develop their private
enterprises.” In spite of our own pre-
conceptions this is a fair description
of what is happening. The reasons for
it and the tendencies it indicates re-
quire analysis. Suffice to indicate now
that it is not enough to simply de-
scribe Stalinism by rote and be done
with it.

The U. S. appears convinced that
this industrial policy, which fully ex-
tends to foreign enterprises, indicates
that the Chinese Stalinists: recognize
ithe need to trade with the West, to
get capital, spare parts for the thou-
sands of U. S. machines, steel, food,
etc,, and that they are willing to bar-
gain for these necessities. If it can
feed these needs..and .amplify the
channels that such relations could
open up, it hopes to nurture the seeds
of Titoism. Meanwhile, if a group of
its own is in -coalition 'with the CP,

it has an additional tool to work with
and bargain with.

These are some of the tendencies of
U. S. policy, but it would be errone-
ous to accept them at face value:as a
fixed direction. There are too' many
“ifs” and conditions involved. What
has been described above is not a pol-
icy ‘but . part of ' the 'wait-and-seé,
trial-and-error fumbling for a ‘policy
in whlch the U. 8. is engaged 'm
For example, tapprochment’ may’ hdt
be feasible with the CP or a pro-U. S.
group may not develop in time, or a
CP conquest may acquire such’ a___ténfl-
po as to cut down to zero the power
of any group which entered such: 'a
coalition,” After-all, at this moment
the Kuomintang still has South China_
to offer; but what if this falls like an
overripe fruit without a struggle?

Hoffman's statement,- therefore, is
full of hedges against the main lifie
indicated above. For example, aid to
local governments is not excluded lry
his formula. Nor is his statement a
pledge to the CP; it is a statement of
conditions which need complhnoe.

‘Nor will U. 8. accept just any, coali-

tion at all with the. CP. Washington is
not intergsted in coalition as such; it
is vitally interested in h;wlng cerhin
groups in a coalition,

The Hoffman policy indicated the
low state to which U. S, fortunes have
fallen in Asia. Evolution of U: S. pol-
icy has forced it to stick to the Mar-
shall formula’ of 1947 but under 'in-
finitely more ‘adverse conditions. The
question now is: Will the CP accept?
Is its necessity as' great as the U.'S.
judges it to be, and is its freedom of
action wide enough'? In any case Chi-
nese Stalinism requires the most caté-
ful study for Marxists; it does con‘tam
many unique features.

There is also the questmn. of

course, whether Congress would sup-

port such a policy ‘with appropria-
tions, especially in-view of the cur-
ren anti-Stalinist hysteria.

Ce/ebmte a Socialist
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With Your Comrades in New 1{orl: C’lty

FEATURING: The Sogialist Chorus and The Youth Players
The Time: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31—9 p.m. il the wee hoiits
The Place: IRVING PLAZA, 15th Strect and Irving Place

Obtain Tickets at 114 West 14th Street

Admission: One Dollar:in Advance, Fifty Cents for S'ﬂ.
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Auspices: Workers Party, Local New York

$1.50 at the Door
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