WORK FOR A WORKERS WORLD:

JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY!

&

R ACTION

AUGUST 23, 1948

A PAPER IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIALISM

-

FIVE CENTS

UAW Head Makes Political Commitment to |

L

M

Adembers

T

”ouse wives
Fight High

 Meat Prices

“v SUSAN GREEN

cians kick the inflation problem

about and do nothing but hope

that somehow they can get

credit for doing something,
- housewives have definitely ex-
- pressed their lack of confi-
: dence. Throughout the nation
i ! housewives have gotten toge-
ther to try to prick the inflation
balloon by boycotting meat.

It is indeed a hopeful sign that the

people who suffer most from ruinous
prices are doing something about it.

In one month New  York Cily
housewives saw the price of meat
_ rise eight per cent. Porierhouse steak
was marked at $1.10 a pound and
loin lamb chops af §1.20. That secms
to have been the straw that broke
the camel's back. A campaign was
started in Neéw York: for a Boycott
Meat Week from Anigust 9 to 16. To

gain support for the idea 500,000 leaf-

Y lets were prepared, 200 outdoor ral-
, lies were planned, the women were
. aroused by the chain felephone meth-
ad, baby carriage parades were
staged. In front of butcher shops and.
markets, picket lines could be seen.
For instance; in front of the city=
supervised market at First Avenue
‘and Tenth Street, housewives and
children in a baby carriage parade,
marched and chanted: “Roll back
prices! Don't buy meat!”

SPONTANEOUS PRICES

But even in places where there are
no organized consumer councils as in
New York City, Chicago and other
large cities, housewives spontaneous-

. ly banded together to make a meat
boycott effective. As an example, in
‘Dallas, Texas, an old lady of seventy-
one, Mrs. R. D. Vaughn, started a boy-
cott that 'spread to eighteen other
Texas cities. In Camden, N. J., thirty-
lthree women organized a “Petticoat
Brigade" with the purpose of gaining
support for a meat boycott. They cir-
culated pledges among housewives to
undertake a ten-day stoppage of meat
purchases. In-'the town of Lakeland,
Fla.,, women picketed butcher shops
with placards bearing the slogan:
“Leave the pigs in clover while we
put this over.”

An example of a wider and better
‘organized effort is what happened in
Memphis, Tenn, There 20,000 mem-
bers of the Shelby County Civic Club
were mobilized to fight meat and
milk prices, and they proceeded in
L geiting support and action from the

' 30,000 members of the Memphis Trade
and Labor Council.
In upper New York State the

(Continued on page 2)
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While the big-party politi- .
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New Opposition' Group Bucks (P
Steamroller in UE Local 475

By MAX BURT

In a turbulent meeting attended by
1200 of the 15,000 members in Amal-
gamated Local 475 of the United Elec-
trical & Radio Workers (CIO), the
Stalinist officers and business- agents
last week rammed through a series
of “party line” resolutions by their
usual roughshod methods of silencing
opposition speakers, character assas-
sination and indefinite prolongation
of the meeting, When the actual vote
on the resolutions was taken late at
night, fewer than 500 members re-
mained in the hall.

This meeting marked the first at-
tempt of the newly formed Commit-
tee for CIO Policy, led by a group

of rank-and-file militants and four
local business agents . who
broken with the Stalinists, to openly
challenge the lezlu_iership of the loecal.
At a caucus meeting earlier in the
week the committee had drawn up
a resolution embodying its viewpoint
and had laid plans for future action.

The . committee has expressed -its
intention of remaining independent
of' the 'UE Members for Democratic
Action, national anti-Stalihist cau-

" eus, since MDA leaders in the local

had discredited themselves by with-

. drawing the 4500 members in shops

under their leadership from the UE
in'a secession move now made per-
manent by the NLRB elections which

Below we present extensive ex-

August issues of the highly interest-
ing Bulletin of the Council on Jew-
ish-Arab Cooperation which present
a picture of the everyday life of the
Israeli people while the fighting is
going on. We have taken the liberty
‘0f making minor editorial changes in
the interests of continuity so that
continuity and clarity will not be lost
in the excerpting.
(]
THE CAPITALISTS

& Employers refuse to raise wages or
meet workers' demands: as’ before.
Clothing manufacturers disregarded
an arbitration order for a cost-of-

- living raise issued by the Jewish De-
partment of Labor (April 5). Textile
manufacturers reduced salaried per-
sonnel to- wage workers in order to
be able to fite veteran clerks (April
6). The electric company refused to
pay cost-of-living bonuses in spite of
an earlier agreement, and counted on
the Histadrut (Federation of Labor)
to keep workers from striking in this
essential industry (April 8).

Speculation and a black market,
chiefly_ in food,, create big fortumes

~

cerpts from the May-June and July-

for a few businessmen, makingmmy

staples hardly available to the pub-
lic; prices skyrocket beyond the
reach of wages. The daily news items
show an extreme situation, with the
already high cost of living rising 9
per cent in two months. Bread is fre-
quently unobtainable,  because the
bakery owners detour the flour into
the black market. The wheat content
in bread is illegally cut (April 2).

Stores of meat and flour are hidden
and dispersed in small warehouses -

scattered through the city, to aveid
city inspection (April 1).

Municipal authorities, belonging to
business - class parties, operated
against-the workers and for the spec-
ulators. Not only cost of living (en-
hanced by speculation) but also tax-
ation has wvastly increased, and in
such a way as to place the burden on
the poor. Tel-Aviv municipality in-
stituted a sales tax, as against the
workers' demand of a luxury tax
(April 1). Taxes on people who oc-
cupy apartments are far above those
imposed on housé owners (who rent
them out): the tax on the latter has
been increased from 8% per cent to
10- per. cent in the last ten years,
whereas the tax on people who rent
-an apartment hasincreased during

’

’Behind the Fighting Front in Israel

that period .from 10 per cent to 50
per icent. Tel-Aviv and other munici-
palities.do practically nothing against,
speculation.
fined, and of 8,500 Palestine pounds
in fines imposed on speculators by
April 5, only 2,950 were paid; there
are very few cases of jailing for non-
payment of fines. Jail sentences are
not imposed for speculation, although
demands have been made that such
sentences be instituted (April 18),
Mayor Bokach of Tel-Aviv even at-
tempted to save the good name of the
speculators by asking that the court
on speculation be given a different
name, so as not to hurt the reputa-

tion' of the people brought before it

(April 5).

THE CLERICALS

The clerical party (Mizrachi) and
its labor section have jockeyed to
impose their religion on others in
the new Jewish state. Like the Cath-
olics who receive in America a large
share of foundling children to be
brought up in their church, so the
Jewish clerical groups have imposed
an 'arrangement whereby they are
handed over, to be brought up under

(Centinued on page 4)

have .

Speculators are rarely

placed Mergenthaler Linotype, Par-
ker-Kalon, Intertype  and Metropoli-
tan Devices under the jurisdiction of
the UAW.

EMPTY BOASTS

To prepare the way for pushing
thréugh their motions, the- ‘Stalinist
officers at the Local 475 meeting in-

- troduced James Matles, director of

organization of the UE. In an hour-
long speech he attacked Philip Mur-
ray and the CIO leadership for their

_present policies, asserting that the

UE had rescued the rest of the CIO
from -utter failure in this year's wage
negotiations. He singled out the UAW

“in. particular as an example. of CIO

failure, pointing to the high propor-
tion of workers who voted against a
strike during the GM negotiations.
He stated that, in contrast, only the
UE was able to-rally the solid sup-
port of the workers and thus crack

" the employer front for the CIO.

Even the least informed members
at the local meeting were somewhat
puzzled by Matles’ failure to explain
what appeared to be a strange coin-
cidence: that the UE wage negotia-

- tions with Westinghouse and General

Electric had been definitely broken
off and were resumed only after the
UAW had forced a settlement with
General Motors and the Chrysler
Corporation, and after this settle-
ment had become generally accepted
as the basis for a “national wage pat-
tern.”

Matles concluded with a threat. that
the opposition in the UE, “stooges. of
the bosses,” would be “cleaned out”
of the union.

STALINIST STEAMROLLER

This spéech was followed by a rec-
ommendation’ from the local Execu-
tive Board to remove from office one
of the business agents who has bro-
ken with the Stalinists. Although he
‘has served 'the local in various ca-
pacities, including that of president,
for a period of eight years, the Ex-
ecutive Board suddenly discovered
that he was unfit to serve as business
agent.

One of the charges against him
siressed by the board was his al-

(Continued-on page 2).. _

..What happened to Mikhail Sam

- WALTER REUTHER _

By EMANUEL GELTMAN

NEW PARTY!

In a signed column in the August issue of the United Auto-
mobile Worker, official publication of the United Automobile
Workers Union, C1O, Walter Reuther, union president, this week
pledged his "complete support (and) full energy" in fulfilling and
impiementing a resolution adopted by the UAW executive board
months ago directed toward “the formation, after the 1948 elec-
tions, of a genuine progressive political party."”

Appearing as part of a 4-page supplement on political action
and the work of the extra session, Reuther's statement mgkes "a
commitment to every one of our members that political action
-by, with and for all who feel as we do, shall have first call upon
my time and energy as president of this International Union."

Though the statement leaves much to be desired, and contains
within it an orientation that stands in contradiction to its objec-
tives, it is of the highest importance for American labor. The
commitment, if fulfilied, will mark an enormous step forward for
the American people. There is every reason to believe that Reu-
ther will live up to his commitment. And it is certain that the
auto workers, who many times have stood in the vanguard of
their class, will demand its fulfiliment.

Russian Teatlier Leaps From
Window to Avoid Going Home

By WILLIAM BARTON '
" The. mystery - thriller case of. the

'two Russian teachers in New York.
© remains clouded by a mass of asser-

tions, denials and counter-denials that
has’ enveloped the stories of' these
two ‘human beings in the police ‘at-'
mésphere - of current . international

ielationships.

and ‘his family is comparatively sim-
ple. The.former mathematics and art

teacher for Russian nationals -sta-
tioned .in New York, scheduled to

return home in two weeks, decided
to hide out to avoid shipment, pos-
sibly after previous contact with
White Russian refugees. Concealing

himself and his family in a vegeta-

ble truck, they sneaked away to a
New Jersey farm. As soon as News
came that the Russian Consulate had
reported them kidnapped, Samarin
shipped his wife and three children
to another farm, made his way by
devious means to New York City
and put himself in the custody of the
FBL

Meanwhile,  an = intermediary  ar-
ranged a subpoena from the House
Un - American Activities Committee,
thereby assuring that he would not
be molested by either the Russian
Consulate or the New York police.
He has already been- secretly ques-
tioned by the House commitiee,
which declared that he had said noth-
ing of “pertinent significance.”

Gossip columnists claim that Hol-
lywood studios are already examin-
ing the bizarre care of Mrs. Kosen-

NEW YORK, Aug. 17— Workers in
two sample card firms, H. MacCanlis
Co., Inc, and E. Feibish & Co., today
firmly repudiated Stalinist hooligan-
jsm and sellout tactics by unanimous-
ly.voting for Local 365, United Auto-
mobile Workers Union, CIO, to rep-
resent them.

The vote capped a week marked by
violence and kidnapping as the Sta-
linist leadership of Local 65, Whole-

.sale & Warehouse Union, CIO, sought
- by every means, S
. graceful wage offer to the companies,

including a dis-
to block.the swing of the workers to-
Local 365 and to hold on to their con-
tracts.

full-scale Stalinist methods in an all-
out attempt to intimidate the work-
ers in the iwo shops. With all but a
couple of workers signing cards’ ask-
ing the UAW local to represent them
in NLRB balloting and with the em-
ployers unwilling to engage in a wage
deal because the UAW was in the
picture, Local 65 threw mass picket
lines around the two shops solely as
a means of terrorizing the workers.
Four men from one shop and four
‘women from another shop were kid-
napped and- taken to Local 65 head-
quarters, where they were held un-
til freed by police. .

The kidnapped workers were sub-
jected to a one and a half hour lec-
ture in which the leaders of the UAW
were lipelled as “gangsters” and dur-
ing which the workers were threat-
ened and offered the alternatives of

Local 65 leaders last week loosed

kina for possible film material, It
will. be a long time until the entire
affair is unravelled, ‘if ever. It is
known that she found herself at a
farm of the Tolstoy Foundation, run
by the daughter of the famed novel-
ist, some  thirty miles from New
York- City.,There are twe versions.
of the story,. Russian 'Consul. Loma-,
kin’s and Countess Tolstoy’s. Both

‘Tagree’ that “Mrs. Kosenkina.-was- kide.

napped, but they disagree as fo-where
and by whom. The consular yversion
was that she was dragged from the
streets of New York, with the help
of a hypodermic, and that wvarious.
people tried to hold her forcibly at
the farm when she desired to return
with representatives from the Con-
sulate. The other version was that
she had voluntarily come to the farm
and was forcibly abducted to the con-
sular building.

'Mrs. Kosenkina remained hidden,
while the House investigating com-
mittee attempted to get her to tes-
tify. Refusals and protests about the
American handling of her case came
from high echelon Russian figures,
up to Ambassador Panyushkin and
Molotov. An attempt was made to
get a writ requiring the consulate to
release the woman for court testi-
mony. While a New York judge was
considering his decision, the State
Department requested that the pro-
ceedings be held up.

On Thursday, August 12, came the
melodramatic climax. Mrs. Kosen-
kina jumped from her third story

(Centinued on page 3)

'I‘?epudiate Stalinist Gangsterism,
- Sell-Out; Vote for

UAW Local 365

- staying home, picketing for Local 65,
or “scabbing.” The kidnapped work-
ers refused any of the alternatives,
and remained firm on their choice of
Local 365 as bargaining agent.

Two"days later, on Thursday, Au-
gust 12, with regular Local 65 pick-
ets patrolling the plants and claim-
ing a lockout (though all but a cou-
ple were working). Local 65 hooli-
gans severely beat up Michael Laiara.
Laiara was identified to his assailants,
four in number, by a “finger-woman”
who has since admitted her complici-

(Continued on page 2)

Reuther apparently does not
have a labor party in mind, but
rather a vague combination
which will unite liberal ele-
ments in the two big capitalist
parties with the strength of the

labor movement. On the face .of it

/this would seem a futile: effort to

blend unmixable elements which
can achieve little. However, in archi-
tecting a break with the. Democratic
and Republican Parties, the dynamics
of the development will themselves
resolve the confusion .and. misdirec-
tion in’ the Reuther position., ’
. The decisive base af, support for
such a nmew party exists only in the
labor movement, which is.increaging-
ly discontented with the . party-sys-:
tem as it nmow stands— offering. a
choice only between two agencies of.
capitalism —and which is groping
continually toward independent ex-
pression. Based upon the unions, as
it must be if powered by the UAW,
the test of its direction toward a
third party of capitalism or toward
a militant labor party will tend to
resolve itself in the pressures that
the component elements will be able
to supply from the beginning. Re-
gardless of what confusion attends:
its birth, regardless_of what Reuther
himself may intend, a new party can
be a beginning toward cementing a
political force through which the
masses of American people will shape
theit own future. s

Much will depend on the intelli-
gent intervention of those who have
long worked in the labor movement
for a labor party which can expréss
and exert the class strength of Amer-
ican labor in the political’ arena.” It
is they who must seize upon Reu-
ther’s statement with the greatest ex-
citement and interest, and strive to
encourage the further initiative of
the auto workers. In this sense,’ the
mere commitment to a break- with
the old parties, and:the promise to
create a new party outweighs the
crying deficiencies with which the
statement is larded.

However, these deficiencies must
be noted. They cast a cloud on the
intent of the statement, and actually
serve to impede the very thing for
which the statement speaks. The full
text of the statement has not yet ar-
rived in the mail, and we are com-
pelled to write on the basis of ex-
cerpts that have appeared in the

(Continued in edit. col. on page 3)
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We call our readers' atten-
tion to the pamphiet on the la-
bor party which we are runm-
ning serially in LABOR AC-
TION. Turn to page 4.

N 7

of straddling. 2
) i

WP Approaches Signature Go_dl
In 19th Congressional District

NEW YORK—The petition drive to place Emanuel
ballot as a candidate for Congress in the East Side is proceeding on
schedule to the goal of 6,000 signatures set by the committee.

Mf:ny of the circumstances of the coming campaign in the 19th Con-
gressional district hold the promise of furnishing effective ammunition
for Comrade Geltman's campaign. One factor that may. prove to be of
importance is the report, circulated by the daily press, that Klein the
Democratic Congressman now representing the district, will :
run on the American Labor Party ticket, but has
to actively participate in its campaign.

In view of the fact that he has supported the Marshall Plan, wﬁu-
the ALP is concentrating on pushing its pro-Russian foreign pnlléy plat-
form, Klein may find it embarrassingly difficult to actively campalign
for both the ALP and the Democratic Party. It will take an unusual bit

Geltman on  the

11l not only
also pledged himself
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LABOR ACTION

(Continued from page 1)

leged failure to service several shops
properly, particularly the Eagle Elec-
Aric Company, a large shop unit un-
der his jurisdiction. The shop chair-
man, stewards and workers from this
shop turned out for the meeting in
large numbers to testify in his de-
fense, but were without exception
refused the floor. They finally resort-
ed to shouting in unison in an effort
to convey their sentiments fo the
meeting. The confusion was so great,
however, that the board's recom-
mendation was passed.

When the time finally arrived for
discussion of convention resolutions,
the resolution of the opposition was
ruled out of order, even when sub-

uck CP Steamroller in UE

mitted in the form of an amendment
to a resolution already before the
meeting. An endless succession of
business agents and officers then mo-
nopolized the floor, speaking for the
resolutions presented by the Execu-
tive Board.

In their resolution on pelitical ac-
tion, the Stalinists, unwilling to risk
a direct proposal for the support of
Wallace and his third party, used the
subterfuge of endorsing “independent

political action” and the political-ac- -

tion committee of the UE.

Revealed at the meeting was the
extremely vulnerable position in
which the Committee for CIO Policy
has placed itself as a result of limit-

Ohio Labor Notes

One Day Strike Wins Increase

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND, Aug. 15—Afler ihree
months on strike the workers of Uni-
vis Lens Co. in Dayton, Ohio, re-
turned to work this week. As report-
ed in last week’s LABOR ACTION,
a back-to-work movement was start-
ed under the protection of guns and
tanks of the Ohio National Guard.
Just previous to. the calling out of
the Guard, the union, a local of the
United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers, CIO, has rejected a settle-
ment proposed by Ohio’s Governor
Thomas Herbert calling for a return
to work of all strikers extept a group

" of unionists accused of picket line

violence. Now the union has agreed
to these terms, and the question of
rehiring the “violent” pickets will be
left 1o arbitration. . ..

One of the shortest strikes in Cleve-
land’s history took place this past
Monday, August 9. Local 363, UAW-
CIO, struck the plant of Pesco Prod-
ucts Co., a division of Borg-Warner
Co., parts manufacturers for almost
all automobile and aircraft manufac-
turing companies. None of the 500
workers in the factory attempted to
pass the picket lines, and by late
Monday, the same day, the company
and the union came to an agreement,
which was then accepted by the
membership.

A general wage increase of 13 cenis
had been agreed upon by both sides.
The strike was over the general wage
structure existing in the plant, with
the union trying fo correct wage in-
equities in various classifications. The
agreement reached did make some
wage adjustments but left an unsat-
isfactory arrangement in some de-
partments. Also, a 10 cent an hour
bonus which had been in effect for
over two years, paid monthly on ac-
tual hours worked, is now incorpo-
rated in the hourly paid rate, and as
such as paid for holidays and vaca-
tion time. Also, another five cents
was added to learners’ rates, and the
period for merit increases was re-
duced from six to three months.

In spite of these gains, there was
some sentiment against accepting this
contract. The local leadership had
promised an all-out fight for its va-
rious demands, and the membership
was certainly strong enough at the
end of the one-day strike to hold out
and press for further concessions.
However, the membership voted to
accept the contract and return to
work by a vote of about 180 to 100.

Fisher Body Local 45, UAW-CIO,
held its membership meeting today.
All mention of Wallace was left out
of notices of the meeting, and with
the threat of considering a one-dollar
fine for absence from meetings, a
{airly good turnout appeared. The
proposed local wage agreement was
reported on, with the company still
resisting all efforts to factor the last
two wage increases into piecework

few' cents an hour to the majority of -

plant workers.

Organization of the mnew Euclid
plant was reported on. There the
company has cut rates arbitrarily
and is doing all it can to stall a union
representation election. - The report
stated that many of the men are fed
up with waiting for union recognition
and are ready to strike. One group of
70 men already walked out at 2:30 on
a Friday as a protest and the follow-
ing Monday about half of them were
fired. So far General Motors has re-
fused to rehire these men.

For reasons which are nof at all
clear, the Stalinists made quite a fuss
at the meeting over two issues. Sev-
eral months ago the membership
voted, over the opposition of some
CPites, to mail the local paper, the
Eye Opener, directly to the mem-
bers’ homes, rather than to distrib-
ute them at the plant gate. In brief,
the argument was that this would
guarantee all members getting the
paper, which a gate distribution
could not accomplish, due to so many
men on odd shifts, going home early,
etc. After two such mailings, the
Stalinists tried to reverse this deci-
sion in the Executive Board and
failed, and then tried at the member-
ship meeting. After many peculiar
arguments, the question was' called
and the members were ready to slap
the CPites down with their vote, when
one of their boys moved to refer
back to the Executive Board, and
that was rushed through. ;

The other issue involved sending a
trustee to a UAW school for finan-
cial officers. While this seemed un-
important, the Stalinists fought this
tooth and nail, first protesting strong-
ly the manner in which the decision
to send this officer was reached, and
after this point was taken care of, ob-
jecting rather violently to sending
the trustee. As their arguments made
sense to no one, they were really
smashed on this vote, only four vot-
ing for the CP side. A short report
was made on the Wallace convention,
with the reporter proclaiming his
desire for a real labor party, “but
gosh we can't get it, and this is,the
next best thing"!l

-
a‘ﬂ
Z .

BO
VOLU

=<
m
Z2IMnNON

LAB
ACTI

000

$3.00

Order from

WORKERS PARTY
PUBLICATIONS

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

rates. This makes a difference of a —
HAVE
READ?
HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN WORKING CLASS,

Bimba (out of print) ..
THE IRON HEEL, by Jack I.ondnn

A ROOM ON THE ROUTE, by Godfrey llunden

THE SPEECHES AND WRITINGS OF EUGENE V. nsas st s 3000
. L ST

by Anthony
... . L.75

1.98

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, New York

R STTR——

ing its program merely to endorsing
the outworn stand of the national
CIO on the important issues of the
day. The Stalinists have not been
slow in exposing the deleterious ef-
fect upon labor of the CIO's ties to
the Democratic Party machine and in
denpuncing the imperialism of the

) Marshall Plan.

In spite of the shortcomings of the

0C

committee, however, it is performing
an important service for the mem-
bership by fighting the stifling rule
that the Stalinists have clamped upon
the local. Upsetting Stalinist control
will set in motion new currents of
thought among the workers and will
permit the membership to take the
initiative in local affairs for the first
time,

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT — It happened even more
rapidly than we assumed possible.
The “new caucus” in the United Au-
tormobile Workers, CIO, headed by
Dick Leonard, former vice-president,
found itsélf divided and denounced
by tWwo members of its n8tional steer-
ing committée for “red-baiting.”

The Daily Worker on Monday, Au-
gust 8, carried a story from Detroit
that spilled some beans on his “new
caucus.” Just read the story and im-
agine the discomfiture of the self-
professed . “progressives” and {rue-
blooded “revolutionists” who are in-

. volved in that miserable conglomera-
tion called the Leonard caucus,

“Leonard, professing to speak for
100 locals in Michigan, lifted a leat
from Reuther's own campaign for
UAW presidency a year ago by an-
nouncing that his group will not al-
low the Communist Party to have a
voice in union affairs.” When Reu-
ther said that, he was denounced by
the CP and the SWP for ‘“Yed-bait-
ing.” What does the SWP say now?
Thus far, it has given the impres-
sion of taking full political responsi-
bility for the line of the Leonard
caucus.

Tracy Doll and Whitey Urban de-
nounced this part of Leonard’s state-
ment. “Urban said Leonard issued
hif statement without Leonard’s cau-
cus leaders getting an opportunity to
see it, despite the fact that their
names were signed fo it.” Is this an
example of the “democracy” to be
practieed by a Leonard regime in the
UAW-CIO? Or, even worse, was this
$tatement released with the approval
of Ernie Mazey and John Anderson?

“To make the red-baiting dish pal-
atable to the auto workers, who are
dissatisfied with the wage-cutting GM
escalator settlement and dropping of
a number of basic demands in the
Ford settlement, Leonard took a fly
swat at Reuther’s handling of these
settlements,” the Daily Worker  said.
We must admit that the characteriza-
tion of Leonard’'s program as a “fly
swat” is rather accurate.

NO SIGN OF LIFE

Incidentally, as the time nears for
the GM workers to obtain an auto-
matic wage increase due to the esca-
lator: clause, it is becoming more and
more uncomfortable for the alleged
“left wing,” Leonard -included, to
talk about the GM contract approv-
ing “wage cuts.”

The Leonard Caucus? Well,
It's Having a Hard Time

We forgot to mention three other
prominent individoals in this “new
caucus.” They are Paul Silvers, Mel
Bishop and Lloyd Jones. The inclu-
sion of Mel Bishop is especially in-
teresting. Certain self-styled “pro-
gressives” used as orie of their main
reasons for not supporting the Reu-
ther tendency the fact that he had
“reactionaries” like Mel Bishop in
his. Bishop, according to these
sources, was guilty of “slugging and
beating up progressives.” Bui, then,
that is a trifle, for Bishop apparently
has “reformed,” about as much as
Leonard has become a progressive,

Now that the Wayne County CIO
convention has been ordered for Sep-
tember 2, 3 and 4, it will be very in-
teresting to watch this new caucus
in action. Its birth, or more exactly,
its still-birth, hardly gives assurances
of any healthy life.

Byﬁfﬂ ﬁkﬂmmw:#

During the past three and a half
months while' in the shop for physi-
cal repairs and reconditions, I have
accumulated a few clippings which
deal with Neégroes. The funniest of
them is about the reaction of the
British editors to the victory of the
U. S. in the 14th Olympiad. Also the
manner in which British editors ex-
plained the defeat of real white men
and above all real Englishmen, by
black men from the U. S.

The following guotations are from
“Views of Sport,” a column by Red
Smith, sports editor of the New York
Herald Tribune.

After the British entry had been
defeated by the American Negro,
Barney Ewell from Lancaster, Pa.,
a London paper announced: “McCor-
quodale Holds U. 8. to No. 1.” When
this same native British white Mec-
Corquodale ran third behind Dillard
and Ewell, two American Negroes, a
British paper complimented McCor-
quodale on being the “world’s fast-
est white human.” When the photo-
graphs of the 400 meter relay were
developed it was revealed
the American team composed of tliree
Nezroes and one whife runner had
really won the race. However, one
British paper screamed on front
page: “Our Vietory Is Victory No
Lenger; Camera Gives Race to U. S.”

And Red Smith comments: “The cam-

era, mind you, not Ewell, Dillard, Lo~
renzo Wright and Mel Patton.”
Some of the British papers blamed
the defeat of English athletes on the
austerity diet. Red Smith points out,
however, that the “steak-fed Amer-
icans were shut out in all distance
races, where stamina is essential,”

Vote for Local 365 --

(Continued from page 1)

ty to police, He was faken to Beek-
man - Downtown Hospital in eritical
condition, snﬂermg from a possible
skull fracture and concussion.

Employers of the two companies
involved, one of whom was also beat-
en, filed charges before the NLRB on
the kidnappings and the beatings. It
is not known at the moment whether
the Distriet Attorney's office is pur-
suing-an intVestigation of the kidnap-
ping. The: NLRB, however, is report-
ed investigating on the basis of the
companies’ charges which name Local
65 officials a$ responsible.

“In view of the situation and the
threats against workers who had in-
dicated their desire to vote for Lo-
cal 365, UAW, in a collective bargain-
ing election," the NLEB had to move
the site of the balloting to its own
office at 120 Wall Street.

OFFERED WAGE DEAL

From the workers’ viewpoint the
real key to the story was supplied
by a spokesman for the companies,
Murray Baron. Baron, labor consuli-
ant to the two companies, in a state-
ment to the press, said that*Local 65
had made “overtures offering wage
concessions provided the companies
would accept a reciprocal discharge

clause and renew their contracts in
disregard of the NLRB election.”
These overtures, said Baron, were
rejected.

What that means is that Local 65,
tr_a.pped by the leaders’ refusal to
sign T-H affidavits, were willing to
effect any kind of deal to maintain
their hold on the shops. This is in
keeping with a NATION-WIDE pol-
icy of Stalinist union officials who
are willing to toss every conceivable
wage and condition concession to the
employers in order to maintain their
contracts. (On Thursday last Local
65 was ordered by iis parent union,
Retail, Wholesale & Depariment Store
Union, to sign the affidavits:)

Disgusted with the behavior of Lo-
cal 65’s leaders and unwilling to have
an AFL union enter the picture, the
workers asked Local 365 to represent
them. In the balloting, the workers
had a choice between voting for Lo-
cal 365, UAW, or no union. Their
vote is a record of what they want.

Some 400 workers are employed in
the sample card industry, which is a
part of merchandising and textile in-
dustries and includes some six shops
in all, making paper cards to which
samples of cloth or merchandise are
attached. The two shops involved in
the dispute employ about 35 or 40
workers each.

Fight High Meat Pnces--

i (Continued from page 1)
YBudget Brigade,” consisting of 3,000
Utica women, pledged themselves not
to buy beef for two weeks. And in
Syracuse by chain telephone calls and
chain letters women were rallied to
a one-week meat boycott: and a
pledge to buy meat only three times
a week after the boycott.

How effective has this nation-wide
boycott been?

Almost immediately upon the com-
mencement of the boycott the Grand
Union Company announced cuts in
prices of two to four cents a pound
on various meats. Just a drop in the
bucket, to be sure, but still the result
of the boycoit. Some retail butchers
have given the boycott support. In
Los Angeles twenty-five retail butch-
ers planned to close down until
wholesale prices ease. A Camden, N.
J., butcher in expressing his sympa-
thy for the boycott, said: “I'm tired
of feeling like a thief every time
prices take a jump.” Further, the New
York City market commissioner re-
ported that purchases by butchers
for week-end sales to housewives
dropped markedly because of the
boycott.

MUST BE WIDENED

However, this is not ‘the whole
story. Most butchers pooh-pooh the
whole idea and declare the boycott
is just a rash of dissatisfaction that
will pass. More serious than this is
the fact that the New York Depart-
ment of Markets weekly food survey
showed pork prices at brand new
highs, climbing two to four cents a
pound on different cuts, in spite of
the boycott.

That seems to be the situation
seven days after the =be;gihning of the
movement by housewives not to buy.
meat until the prices come down. -

" of prices.

The movement should be contlnued
It should be eontinued and it should
be widened in scope. While many
women all over the country partici-
pated, the wvast majority did not.
More housewives must be induced to
take action. There can be no doubt
at all that if the meat boycott is
widespread and persistent, it must re-
sult in a drop in prices. Once this
happens to meat prices, the profit-
laden’ manufacturers of other foods
will see the handwriting on the wall.

Unless action 'is taken on what we
might eall the home front, there will
be no relief for the weorking people.
Predictions are for further spiraling
A Professor Rasmussen,
professor of marketing at Cornell
University, speaking before the con-
vention of International Apple As-
sociations—yes, there is such a group
—sadly told the delegates that be-
cause meat, eggs and dairy products
will continue to be so high-priced,
the people will be unable to buy ap-
ples, other fruits, vegetables and sim-
ilar foods essentidl for a healthy,
balanced diet. It was not reported
that the professor said anything about
the unreasonable prices of apples.

It is noteworthy that the New York
Tribune, which is inelined to go
along with the do-nothing policy of
the Republican Party on the infla-
tion question, shows definite wrinkles
of worry. In a recent editorial, it fret-
ted: “The only question is whether
something more drastic may not be
necessary . . . people are going into
debt at an alarming rate . .. mort-
gage debt, installment debt, personal
debt are all rapidly rising. ”

Undoubtedly it is true that people
are going into debt just to enable
them to live—not to buy durable
goods, not to buy luxuries, just to

live. But nothing drastic will be done

v

now that the Democratic president
has gone through the campaign stunt
of calling a special session of Con-

gress and the Republican Congress

has unashamedly met and done noth-
ing. Only the people themselves can
take drastic action.

Such actions as the meat boycott,
but involving great masses of peo-
ple, participated in by unions and all
peoples organizations, will proclaim
that the people will not, docilely al-
low their pockets to be picked by in-
flationary prices only to swell cor-
poration profits,

Bosses Aren't Happy—
They Can't Cut Wages

“The nation’s labor force is being
strained to the utmost at the pres-
ent time. A condition of hyper-em-
ployment like the present involves
dangers. A shortage of labor weak-
ens resistance to wage increases that
are not justified by higher produc-
tivity, and so promotes inflation. It

-lessens management’s ability. to bring

about a gradual rise in labor produc-
tivity, which alone can assure rising
living standards over the long run.”
—Editorial in the Journal of Com-
merce, August 13.

Spare a Dime?

"The shockingly low figure of $2,-
900,000,000 is the total amount of
funds left in the hands of American
corporations from profits last year
for real economic expansion.”—Earl
Bunting, president of O'Sullivan Rub-
ber Corporation and managing direc-
tor of the National Association of
Manufacturers in a speech to stu-
dents at the University of Toledo,

that:
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“JUST LIKE WHITE FOLKS”
There are people in this couniry

.who  are, also worried. For instance,
.there is the .man who wrote to the

New York Herald Tribune, H. C.
Tuthill from Eastport, N. Y. Tuthill
is- outraged by people who write and
talk about Negroes being mistreated
in the South. Tuthill knows what he
is talking about because he left the
North to run a tobacco plantation in
North Carolina after his 48th birth-
day. “I had some 40 tenanfs, about 30
Negro and 10 white.” Tuthill found
that the division of the crops “was
exactly the same with the Negro as
the white,” He also discovered that
the Negro was equal to the white in
other ways. For instance: *“each
bought their supplies at the same
places at the same price, and they
sold their crops at the same places
at the same price.” Huthill does not
‘say, but presumably they bought
from him and sold to him. “Also,
they (Negroes) have their hospitals
and schools and buses go' over the
same routes to carry their children
to school. So how can anyone make
such statements as some that I have
read?” Another proof that Negroes
are not abused is that “many of
them own their own automobiles;
you will see them outside of their
churches on Sundays.”

There we have it. Negroes in the
South are not mistreated. They are
allowed to own automobiles and to
park them in front of “their churches
on Sundays,” just like the white
folks. The police don't tow them
away. Furthermore, buses carrying
Negro children to Negro schools run
on the same roads as buses carry-
ing white children to white schools.
Southern states don’t build separate
roads for buses loaded with black
children, There are Jim Crow schools
and Jim Crow buses but by the
beard of Robert E. Lee, neither
Southerner nor copperhead North-
erner (Tuthill) will {olerate Jim
Crow roads. ;

A correspondent who signs him-
self Reb Hull writes to the Herald
Tribune. He objects to the series by
Ray Sprigle now running in that
paper. Reb doesn't like “the emo-
tional manner in which Mr. Sprigle
presents his material” He objects to
the staterment of Sprigle that the
Constitution is a mere scrap of paper
to the Southern Negro. Reb knows
better. “The Constitution, I believe,
insures freedom of worship, freedom
of expression, freedom from want.
Nowhere in the South will one find a
Negro deprived of his church. If the
Negro expresses himself courteously,
he will not be mistreated because his
opinion is averse to the Southern
white.” Reb is also convinced that
any Negro will be supplied with
food and lodging in the South “if he
applies in the proper channels.”

MISSISSIPPI LIBERALISM

One can laugh at Reb and Tuthill,
They are mere ignorant nobodies.
_Ten to 15 years in a New York Siate
night school might do them some
good. At least they might learn how
not to make a complete ass of one-
self in print. But down in Mississippi
there is a man by the name of Hod-
ding Carter. Carter is the editor-
owner of the Delta Democrat-Times
in Greenville, Miss. Last year Carter
won the Pulitzer Prize forthis arti-
cles on racial intolerance. I suppose
that one should be thankful for any
small ray of light which shines out
from Mississippi, probably the most
backward spot in the civilized world.
About the best which can be said for
Mississippi is that Negroes there are
not so bad off as the Jews under
Hitler or the unfortunates in Stalin’s
Siberian slave labor camps.

This man Hodding Carter is alleged
to be a “liberal,” or beiter a “South-
ern liberal.” ¥ suppose, to be precise
and careful, one should say a Missis-
sippi liberal. Carter is just as wobbly
as Reb and Tuthill. In fact, he is
worse because he is an educated man,
a man of experience and ability. Reb
and Tuthill are just two big-mouth
ignoramuses.

Carter has written an arlicle for

the New York Times Magazine, en- -

titled “A Southern Liberal Looks at

Civil Rights.” Carter wanis to talk

to the “extremists within and out-

side the South.” This is an old game

of the Southern “liberal”” He is

against all extremists, North and
-

South. But who are the Northern
extremists and what do they advo-
cate? What do the Southern extire-
mists advocate? I would like for this
liberal Carter to tell us who are the
Northern Bilbos, Rankins, Tal=
madges, ‘Eastlands, Dorns, Thur-
monds? Where are their counterparts
in the North? Certainly not in Con-
gress. There is not a governor in’
the whole North who can be com-
pared with the governor of Misgis-
sippi. Senator Taylor of Idaho is the
only Northerner .who goes through
the ignorant clownish anties and
monkeyshines of the Southerners in
Congress, But otherwise Taylor is
one of the Northern extremists Car-
ter is talking about. .

" Carter, 'the liberal, takes solace in
the fact that the poll tax “in itself
does not discriminate against the Ne-
gro alone.” That's what the Civil
Rights Report said. Carter goes on
in his role as advocate for the South-
ern lynchers, disfranchisers and seg-
regaters. “The proposal to make
lynching a federal offense appears to
most white Southerners as evidence
of a gratuitous disregard for the
South’s own success in reducing
Iynchings to a nearly non-sympto-
matic incidence.” I don’t know what
this sentence means, but I am certain
that it will have no effect on the
next Mississippi mob bent on lynch-
ing some Negro woman oy burning
the Negro section of the city.

This Carter is a scoundrel. He knows

that whatever reduction in lynthing
which has taken place in the ‘South
{vas not due to any initiative on the
part of Southerners. It was due io
shifting economic conditions which
include the organization of Southern
workers and the attempt to increase
industrialization in the South. It was
due also to merciless public criticism
heaped on the South from the North
and the exposure of Southern sav-
agery in all the enlightened coun~
tries of the world. This is what
brought the Southern liberals into
the struggle. Whatever of improve-
ment which has been initiated by the
‘Southern leadership has been in or-
der to head off action of the federal
government. If there had been no
campaign in the North and no piti-
less publicity of the South, one would
have heard very little from the Dixie
liberals.

VICIOUS AND IGNORANT

Carter finds that although segre-
gation may be wrong in theory, “it
is also an actuality which the white
majority in the South intends to
maintain in its mass aspects.” What
does the liberal Carter think of this?
Nothing, except that “as a theory”
segregation is wrong. The liberal
Carter is convinced that “a standing
army would be necessary to end seg-
regation in the South.” This is plain
nonsense of course, but we don't want
to discuss that now. We are interested
to inquire what camp Carter would
be in on that day.

Carter has discovered that the Ne-
gro is becoming less and less vital
to the “changing economy” of the
South. This is, of course, just more
nonsense. Is the Negro to be excluded
from the factories as the South be-
comes more industrialized? Then
what will the South do with them—
all 10 million of them? Hew will the
South be able to move forward as
an industrial area and follow a course
which the North has been forced to
abandon?

All that Carter has really done in
this article is confirm what has al-
ready been said about the South: it
is a backward, ignorant, vicious, cor-
rupt and incredibly stupid section.
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press. The excerpts make it clear that emphasis
for the present is to lie in the direction of elect-
ing “good” congressmen now. Thus, Reuther says:

“The first step in implementing the resolution
is the hard plugging and campaigning that. is
needed to elect as many good congressmen and
senators as possible in the 1948 elections. That
will give us a base from which to work. The next
step is to proceed immediately with the organiza-
tion of forees that will work with us to achieve
in America a new political alignment.”

Restated, this means compaigning for various
"palatable" Democratic and Republican congress-
men. As such it stands in the way of embarking on
a new. political path. As such it contradicts the
creation of an independent political force. For it
repeats the endlessly deceptive choice between
lesser and greater evils. ’

Commenting on the UAW executive board pro-
posals we have a number of times written that,
although it may be impossible at this date to
launch a national labor party for the 1948 elec-
tions, much ecan be done now to ensure its even- «
tual creation. A new and genuinely progressive
political force cannot be imaged after the hand-
ful of liberal faces in the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties, even if one or another of these, for
whatever reason, should elect in a showdown to
stick with labor. The direction of independent ac-
tion must be clearly stated now, and acted upon
to the extent possible. Anything else is not only
evasion, it amounts also to undermining the new
creation at its very beginning by inserting into
its foundation shoddy material,

We can coneede that a national formation is
impossible before November of this year. But no
one can concede that local actions are impossible.
In the past months we have offered our opinion
that-auto workers ought to ask the UAW execu-
tive board for an earnest of its intentions in the
shape of local candidates and other activities de-
signed to culminate eventually in a new, inde-
pendent party. Reuther’s personal commitment is
a step forward, but the rcontext in which he
frames his immediate advice cannot be considered
that. Why cannot the auto workers union, in
Michigan, let us say, put forward candidates for
the 'various municipal and. Congressional offices?
It does not require the machinery of a national
party. In Detroit, certainly, there are no obsta-
cles. Such a demonstration, an independent ticket
promoted by the UAW, would have a thousand
times the effectiveness of promises and commit-
ments. It could and would be duplicated, we are
sure. But even by itself it would be sufficient of -
an jnspiration to guarantee the successful launch-
ing of a national independent labor party; in 1949,

Beyond that there is much else that could
have been done, that can and must still be done.
1t may be that in a few days we will have de-
tails as to how Reuther proposes to effectuate
his proposals. In the meantime we suggest that
committees formed #ow, that conferences called
now, are essential if anything is to be done later.

His Concepts Secondary to Party
Given the over-all importance of the commit-
ment, we are little concerned for the moment with
the gibberish Reuther introduced into his stabe-
ment. When Reuther inveighs against monopoly
and writes that “the government we elect must
be for something. For example, for an economy
that is both free and enterprising,” he is propos-
ing something that is ... nothing, the rotten,
bankrupt nothing of capitalist enterprise. Monop-
oly is the heart of capitalist produection, the
product of “free and enterprising” economy. Such
fiddle-faddle merely proves that the one-time so-
cialist Reuther has pedalled backward in his un-
derstanding along with his progress in other di-
rections. The addition of “government expansion
and even operation of necessary productive capa-
city when private enterprise refuses to expand,”
does nothing to improve his formulations.
~ But, we repeat, we are little concerned for the
moment with Reuther's theoretical conceptions. We

are deeply concerned with the creation of a party
which the working class can seek to make its own,
programmatically and in every way. We ‘mve

worked consistently and energetically for the cre-
ation of a labor party. And so we pledge ourselves
to work in the new party when it is formed for a
program that alone meets the needs of the work-
ing class people. We are utterly convinced that
the new party must necessarily grdvitate toward
a labor party, a class political instrument. We are
equally convinced that in it there will be an in-
creasingly receptive audience for the ideas of so-
cialism, and that out of this audience will come the

V4 N

Wages in Stalinland -

The most vicious wage payment system de-
vised is that of piecework pay, as every worker
knows. The labor movement has been fighting it
for years. The degree to which a union has abol-
ished piecework is often a good barometer of that
union’s strength.

How are workers paid in Stalinland?
. The USSR Information Bulletin published by
the Russian Embassy in Washington, July 1948,
Has an article entitled: Soviet Labor and Its Pay,
which has the following fulsome! description:

“The predominant system of pay for indus-
trial workers is® direct, unlimited piecework. A
quota of output and a rate of pay for each arti-
cle produced is fixed for all workers. This system
applies to almost all Soviet production.” (Quoted
in The Labor Review, No. 17)
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movement which will seek to establish a socialist
society. :

That, as reported, the timing of Reuther’s
statement is intended as a blow at the Wallace
movement is all to the .good. The only effective
way to head off the Wallaceite ‘creation of the
Stalinist totalitarians is to present the working
class with the clear alternative of an independent
political party. Other aspects of the timing do
not appear in the same favorable light.

We have already commented briefly here (and
at great length on other oceasions) on the pro-
posal to support “good” Demoecrats and Republi-
cans. And the timing is obviously caleulated to

buttress the campaigns of these “good” capital-

ist candidates, In addition, there are conflicting
rumors as to the importance of the timing with
respect to the national candidates.

Can Mold New Developments

One view holds that the timing was intended
to lay the ground for support of Truman (who is
scheduled to open his campaign in Detroit on the
invitation of CIO and AFL unions). If there is
any truth in this report, the auto workers ought
in.our opinion to do everything they can to show
that they will not permit that disgraceful bit of
politicking. Whether direet or indireect, support
of Truman cannot be tolerated. It would be a
swindle of huge proportions, an insult, an act of
conspiracy against labor. ’

There -is, however, another view which holds
that Reuther’s statement is interided as a means
of ducking a statement of position on the na-
tional election. Whichever of the two it is will
soon be clear. We wish merely to note that the
second is in our opinion not very much better than
the first, Evasion may have its advantages over
outright support of an injunctionist. But there
is no-excuse for evasion.

: We are not insisting that Reuther adopt our
policy, which is to support the three socialist can-
didates in the field—or one of the three if he
should prefer (though there is nothing to prevent
a union leader from endorsing a socialist candidate
except his own backwardness). But we do think
that the auto workers have a right to insist that,
at the very least, he refuse to have anything to
do with the candidacy of either capitalist party,
with Truman or Dewey—to aggressively, avowedly
abstain, and fo do so with a denunciation of both
capitalist candidates. No union leader has a right
to support a strikebreaker and an injunctionist.
And, breaking it down %o the local level, no union
leader has the right to support any candidate who
is allied with a strikebreaker and an injunctionist.

In conclusion, the Reuther statement must be
seized upon by the labor movement, especially by
the workers in the union which he. represents,
with the greatest eagerness. To step forward to-
ward the creation of a political force which can
be shaped into a labor party is to advance Amer-
ican labor immeasurable strides. The political
disorganization of labor does not conform to its
immense economie might. To fuse the political
potential of labor with its demonstrated economic
power is to take the first long step in the rebuild-
ing of society along lines of human sanity. In so
far as Reuther advances that objective with what-
ever limitations of his own, he performs a service
in his own way. Intervening today, we can help
mold the new developments that are taking shape,
bend them toward meeting the requirements of
labor and of the people.

Another Chunk Off the Paycheck—
For_ the Rail Barons This Time

Railroads move a lot of food—and rail freight
rates are going up again—so your cost of living
is .going up some more. That's the long and
short of the complicated freight rate order issued
last week by the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion. The ICC issued three temporary orders last
winter boosting the freight rates. It didn’t dare
make them permanent at that time because pub-
lic.attention was focused on the issue. But last
week it made the three orders permanent and in
addition added another boost to freight rates.
These increases will give the railroad barons an
additional $1,500,000,000 (that’s right, one and a
half billion dollars) a year more revenue.
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Korea Proclaims “Independence™

On Sunday, August 15, the third anniversary of the
American occupation, Korea .celebrated its “indepen-
dence.” The new state, formed in our tragic era be-
tween world wars, is not “a mew birth of freedom.”
Its fitting symbol was the guest of honor at the cere-
monies—General Douglas MacArthur, chief U. S. mili-
tary representative in the Paeific. Synghman Rhee,
first president of the new republie, fittingly declared,
on the eve of statehood, that the U. S. Army must re-
main in full occupation until peace and unification are
achieved. This foreign force is the protector and de-
fender of the new Korea. Its power alone is the meas-
ure of the power of the state.

For the republic of Synghman Rhee is neither na-
tional, nor independent, nor viable. 1. is a truncated
monstrosity without historic, political, cultural or eco-
nomic justification. It is limited to the American area
of occupation below the 38th parallel, which bisects
Korea into two helpless territories. It is not national
because the Korean nation includes the Russian xzone,
and because in that zone the Russians have sponsored a
puppet state of their own which clgims sovereignty over
all Korea. It is not independent be its sole source
of power is the U. 5. Army, which operates a military
dictatorship. !

It is not viable because it is solely a product of
inter-imperialist antagonisms, and as-these shift so will
South Korea’s boundaries and the nature of the state.
The Korean people number £9 million. Of these, 19
million are in the American zone. Thig area has ‘the
bulk of the food supply but not industry, very little
transportation or minerals.

U. S. AIDED CONQUEST BY JAPAN

To the north, the Russian zone, stretching from the
artificial boundary at the 38th parallel to the natural
boundary of Korea, the Yalu River, live nine million
people. There exists a chemical, coke, textile and iron
working industry as well as railroads and coal mines.
Together these areas have an integrated economy to
serve as a base for the nation. Separately, each zone
becomes dependent upon the oceupying power for
supplementary goods and the entire nation is ravaged
by hunger, inflation, desperate poverty and mass un-
employment. It is a common saying that under Japan-
ese domination at least the people ate.

Korean national history dates back at least to the
12th century. The capital, Seoul, with one million pop-
ulation, was founded in 1392. Koreans are a proud
people. Their special pride is in their cultural heritage.
They were the inventors of movable type, the basic
idea of the modern printing press, g unique system of
writing, and they also made great contributions to the
art of navigation. For centuries Korea rivaled China
as a cultural center and Japan in; military prowess.
The curse of Asiatic poverty, however, afflicted the
people. Korea remained an agricultural nation, based
on hand labor, with almost none, not even the most
primitive, tools and very few draft animals. Stagnat-
ing feudalism left the country helpless before the ra-
pacity of 19th century imperialism.

Korea was Japan's first congquest. As a result of the
Sino-Japanese War of 1895 Japan acquired a dominant
economic and political position. When the government
appealed to the U. S. for aid under a mutual assistance
pact of 1882, its appeal was ignored, This was the first
instance in a long chain of American betrayals of Korea

of which the proclamation of independence is only the -

most recent. Japan's conquest was not only facilitated
but was abetted by U. S. policy, for the U. §., together
with Britain, at that time favored a strong Japan to off-
set Russian Czarist expansion.

Japan was the “policeman of the Pacifie.” Its role
was ratified in the Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 1902,
The Russo-Japanese War was brought to a close by
the intervention of Theodore Roosevelt, who, while
playing the neutral, stated privately: “Japan is play-
ing our game.” At the peace conference, the Koreans
again pleaded for independence, again recalling the
pact of 1882 with the U. S. But Roosevelt supported
Japan’s demand for full colonial dominance. His Secre-
tary of State remarked that this “would directly con-
tribute to permanent peace in the East.” This was the
second American betrayal.

STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

The day after the Japanese conquest; the struggle
for liberation began. Unremitting war for national in-
dependence was conducted inside and outside of the
country, and with the mass support of the people. The
Korean language was practically outlawed under a re-
gime of Japanization. Yet the people not only contin-
ued to speak it among themselves but taught it to their
children. In 1906 demonstrations swept the country;
thousands were killed or jailed, and then began the
migration into exile of the flower of Korean fighters.
An army of 5,000 was formed in Manchuria under Gen-
eral Li Tune-hui which for years harassed the con-
queror.

The Russian revolution transformed the colonial
struggle. Like a giant beacon of hope, the Korean
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movement, joining that of most Asiatic emancipation
movements, hecame transformed. The leadership shift-
ed to the newly-formed workers’ organizations and to
the Communist Party. General Li joined the CP, to-
gether with Kin-San and thousands of -others. in exile
all over Manchuria and China. The struggle was given
an international orientation as the Korean movement
linked itself to the developing -Chinese revolution. Thou-
sands of Koreans escaped from their native land in
chains to join the armies of Sun Yat-sen.

On May 1, 1919, half a million people paraded through
Sepul. A proclamation of independence was issued. At
the same time, Japan herself was shaken by the first
mass movement in her modern history—the famous Rice
Riots. In the wake of Russia’'s October, all Asia was
aflame. In Shanghai, a provisional Korean government
was formed which received recognition from Sun Yaf-sen.

The Korean CP became the backbone of the strug-
gle even though it remained in the united movement
with, the conservative bourgeois Synghman Rhee. The
twenties were active years for the Korean underground.
Trade unions and peasant unions were formed. Youth
organizations flourished. The underground was the
complement of the struggle in exile and both were
linked to the Chinese Revolution. Those who did not
enter the CP becanie anarchists and active terrorists.
The Japanese had no respite. As late as 1935, after
thirty years of occupation, ten Japanese arrested 206,-
214 politicals.

When Chiang Kai-shek beheaded the Chinese .revolu-
tion and suppressed the CP, he also sfruck a sharp blow
at the Korean movement. Many Korean militants were
assassinated in the White Terror of 1927. Inside the in-
dependence movement, power swung to the right; Rhee
became -an American puppet,. hoping for. liberation
through American intervention. Kim Koo became Chiang’s
man for Korea, shoping for Chiang's victory. The exiles
were dispersed and disoriented by the international ca-
tastrophe.

In the 30s the struggle revived. The CP emerged
as the dynamic force inside of Korea, while Rhee and
Koo held the diplomatic stage. In Yenan, the Stalinists
prepared a puppet government of their own under Wu
Ting. Stalinism transformed the movement into an
appendage to Russia’s Asiatié expansion plans. How-
ever, inside the Korean CP there developed several dis-
sident tendencies. Precise information is hard to come
by, but it is known that several groups exist in Seoul
which are split-offs, based on disillusionment with Rus-
sian impetialism.

With Stalin’s participation in the war on the allied
side the theory of Rhee, of dependence on an imperial-
ist solution to Korean independence, was accepted by
the CP. The sole diﬂ"eren[ce lay in which power to sup-
port. :

IMI'EIlIAi.ISTS DECIDE KOREA'S FATE

At Yalta and at Potsdam the imperialists decided
Korea’s fate. With bland unconcern for the struggle

" of two generations they decided to occupy Korea for a

year and give it “eyentual independence” after a five-
year trusteeship. Subsequently, a military delineation
was made at the 38th parallel between Russia and
the U. 8., and Korea was cut in two.

‘Korea was swept by great political demonstrations
after V-J Day. Hundreds of organizations were formed;
peasants began to divide the land. Labor organizations
sprouted everywhere. The working class, not yet under
CP. control, took the lead. A people’s republic was de-
cleared .under -the . liberal-left leadership of Lyuh. All
parties supported the republic as the expression of the
native independence movement, but the rightists only
tepidly so. 4

, The American armies were greeted as liberators.
But the arrogance, ignorance and plunder by Amer-
ican troops soon cast doubts about U. S. intentions.
One of the first -American decrees re-established the
hated Japanese police, who had been disarmed amid
great popular enthusiasm and hope. The second step
of the oceupation was to select for its Korean adminis-
tration the men of the tiny reactionary Korean Demo-
cratic Party. The People’s Republic movement was first
by-passed and then attacked. The liberation had be-
come the conquest, and the conguerors were daily more
and more hated as betrayers. :

The growing antagonism between Russia and the U. 5.
fransformed the 38th parallel from a temporary military
expedient to a hard boundary patrolled on both sides by
armed foreign troops. This is the context of the new
Korean state.

In the North there is a Russian-sponsored regime
with a native army of 500,000, which claims jurisdic-
tion over all of Korea. The Stalinists have entrenched
a police regime. When the U, 8. sponsors the new
state in the UN, Russia will present its ereature as a
counter-weight, Neither ‘“state” will have one inch
more jurisdiction or power than their respective im-
perialisms. The tragedy of Korea is the,frustration of
its long struggle for freedom in the vise of the world
imperialist antagonism. The future is a black one in-
deed; the independence which was proclaimed on Au-
gust 16 is a tragic farce.

Jack BRAD

Russian Teacher Attempts Suicide - -
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room. Although she was considered
critically injured and was closely
guarded, reports were issued of state-
ments she had allegedly made. A
White Russian newspaper man
claimed she had said “I was like a
bird in a cage. I had to get out.” A
Russian - speaking New York cop
guoted her as shouting to the visit-
ing Russian vice-consul Chepurnykh,
“You kept me prisoner, you would
not let me go.”

She is reputed to have made the
further allegation that Ambassador
Panyushkin made a secret visit fo
the consulate and assured her that
all would be forgiven if she would
only sign an affidavit that she was
not a prisoner. The long hand of the
House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee has again reached out; it has
subpoenaed Mrs. Kosenkina and she
is now under its exclusive jurisdic-
tion,

_SIGN OF WORLD TENSION
After intimating that Mrs. Kosen-
kina *“fell” from her window, the
_ Russian consulate has now officially
declared that she attempted suicide
because of a “nervous breakdown’

resulting from her “kidnapping,” dis- -

iress over the American press and
radio reports of her likely fate in
Russia, and the presence of menacing

crowds outside the building. Shades
of Jan Masaryk! Newspaper reports
declare that there was only the
usual number of people in the area
at the time, and the New York police
have publicized a -stenographic re-
port of Mrs. Kosenkina’s allegation
that she heard only one.radio broad-
cast in which her name was men-
tioned, and her insufficient knowl-
edge of the English language pre-
vented any extensive comprehension
of what was said.

Two average Russian educators,
one a war veteran and the other a
war widow, have become interna-
tional incidents because, as first-
hand participants, they fell that Sta-
Unist Russia was not worth return-
ing home to. The extent to which
the respective governmenis have be-
come concerned is indicative of pres-
ent world tension and the propagan-
da importance of the two people.
When highly-placed Russian official
Victor Kravchenko resigned his job
and decided te remain in the U. S.
in 1944, his former government vlg:-
lently attacked him in print, but
took no official action.

It is to be expected that Samarin
and Mrs. Kosenkina will soon have
themselves denounced by the Stalin-
ist press as never having been worth
anything. And the propaganda mill
of the House Un-American Affairs

Committee will attempt to -exhort
testimony from them fo prove:wide-
spread espionage activity. Our sym-
pathy can only go out to these unfor-
tunate people whose only apparent
goal is refuge from a slave society in
which they were and would continue
to be betier off than the average
slave.

Another kind of sympathy is also
in .order for consul Lomakin and as-
sistant consul Chepurnykh, They
have failed their masters, who know
what to do with such misfits. The lat-
ter is slated to return to Russia very
soon. He told reperters that he was
slated, to go last month, but duties
held him up. He fervently added:
“Now I wish I had. There has been
so much trouble.” And he knows it's
only the beginning.

Samarin and Mrs, Kosenkina are
not the only travellers who are try-
ing to avoid returning to the lands
behind the Iron Curtain. Six Czech

and two Hungarian athletes at the -

.. London Olympic Games are frying
to stay in England. The representa-
tives of the governments involved
assure everyone that there was no
politics in their choice. They may
be right this time, But the evidence
of scores of new voluntary exiles
every week from Eastern Europe in-
dicates that they could just as easily
be wrong.

SCIENTISTS

"ORGANIZE WITH SHOP
WORKERS,” SAYS ONE '

Last week’s LABOR ACTION reviewed the
excellent pamphlet issued by Loecal 107 of the
United Electrical, Radio. & Machine Workers of
America which detailed the case of two anti-
Stalinist union militants, Frank Carner and Her-
bert Lewin, who were fired by the Westinghouse
Corporation in a “loyalty” purge and then rein-
stated after the workers: in the South Philadel-
phia works of the corporation had staged a sit-
down. :

In the words of the pamphiet, these "American
trade union workers . . .'sounded o significant note
fon the preservation of basic democratic rights in.
the United States." The case, which was fully re-
ported in LABOR ACTION, roused wide interest,
received much attention in the press, and brought
the active intervention of the CIO through  James
B. Carey, secretary-treasurer of the CIO, who hit
the entire set-up of guilt by association, denial of
right to work, intervention of military, etc. (The
pamphlet can be obtained by writing to Local 107,
345 Bartram Avenue, Essington, Pa.)

We wish here to add two valuable supple-
ments. The first, and more interesting one in our
view, is a letter written by Frank Carner to his
fellow scientists and which came to us with ans
other copy of the pamphlet. It is in our opinion
an excellent statement - of the role of the scien-
tist and engineer. The second, a quotation from

‘Business Week, indicates the imiportance at-
tached to the case by a magazine which speaks
for the interests of the capitalist class.

Letter of Frank Carner : LR

Dear Fellow Scientists and Fellow Workers:

On Wednesday, July 28, I returned to work
in AGT on a temporary basis pending the hear-
ing of my appeal to the Industrial Review Board.
I wish to thank you for your active support of
the action taken by Local 107 (United Electrical
& Radio Workers, CIO) which made my rein-
statement possible. The personal sacrifice of in-
come made by each of you enabled our union to
protest effectively against the contract and civil
rights violations. I am also appreciative of the
friendly manner in which I was greeted by you
on my return to work as well as the kind offers
of finaneial aid made by some of you.

Your action will be of help to the entire scien=
tific profession. The National Association for the
Advancement of Science and the Federation of
American Scientists have been following the case
and have requested to be present at the hearing.
As you know, scientists have been a particular
target in the current “witch hunts.” This must
not continue, for science cannot exist in an at-
mosphere of suspicion and fear.

ROLE AND FUNCTION OF SCIENTIST

Scientists bear no special responsibility for
the social usage to which the fruits of their labor
is put. Scientists can only perform their special-
ized tasks with efficiency, initiative and imagina-
tion. A transmission can be used in a tank or a
tractor; a jet engine can be used in a military
plane or in a commercial -air transport. The de- ~

_cisions of usage are not in the realms of natural

science, Nevertheless many scientists are decply
troubled because inventions are being used for
destructive instead of constructive purposes. As
a personal escape, some scientists are quitting
the field. The result of this merely reduces the
productivity of science. A simple analogy will in-
dicate that such an individual protest is a mis-
take. 3 ®

Years ago, shop workers smashed 'machines
because they brought speed-up and unemploy-
ment instead of shorter hours and higher real
wages. Such actions failed. Later the shop peo-
ple organized into industrial unions and improved
working conditions and reaped the benefits of the -
increased machine efficiency. It seems evident to
e that now the scientists and engineers must
organize with the shop workers to guarantee that
the results of all their labors will be used to ad-
vance civilization and to raise the living stand-
ards of the entire world.

I' chose the scientific profession. I feel that it
is the most interesting and stimulating of voca-
tions. Science plays a large role in creating the
material basis for the abundance necessary for
a world of peace and equality. Science must be
free to play a role in solving the social, political
and economic problems of our times—and to
have the right to work.

With best personal and fraternal greetings,

Francis E. (Frank) CARNER

July 31, 1948.

Business Week Reports -

“Strike [the sitdown on July 12 and 13—ed]
should have jolted every employer who has mili-
tary contracts and a leftist union problem. It
served notice that the left wing miends to fight
the firing of workers who are felt to Le ‘poor se-
curity risks.’

“The Westinghouse strike points up a situa-
tion which has been developing for some time.
Leftist unions—particularly the UE—hLave com-
plained before of ‘risk’ transfers of members in
defense plants. But in the past they have not
sought a showdown on the real issue involved—
whether labor-management contract terms orv se-
curity regulations should get top priority.

“Here’s why the leftists are so deeply con-
cernéd. They already have seen that management
has an interest in ousting left wing union lead-
ers. They are afraid that as more and inore
plants go into military production the” arnted
services might become a lever to get rid of left-
ist unionists. )

“That is why the union sought strike action
to establish that workers have job rigiits that
can’t’be ended on the say-so of military probers.”
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Chapter 3

What Are Political Parties?

HE Constitution of the United States, of course,
makes no mention of political parties.

When this nation was organized in the heat of revo-
lutionary struggle ‘against the British, there were no
political parties as we know them today. Nor were
there in the early days of the republic. It was only as
opposition developed among the Southern plantation
owners to the steps taken by Alexander Hamilton, sec-
retary of the treasury, on behalf of Eastern business
interests that the people of the new nation gradually
divided into two parties.

These parties, solidly grounded in class economic in-
terest, grew steadily in coherence and definiteness of
program. They were known as the Federalists and the
Anti-Federalists. The Southern Anti-Federalists later
took the name of Republicans and still later the name
of Democrats, the present party of that name. The Fed-
eralists, during the regime of Andrew Jackson, took
the name “National Republicans,” then “Whigs.” The
party was more and more torn by class issues, by trying
unsuccessfully to represent more than one class. One
splitoff was the Know-Nothing or American Party, a
sort of forerunner of today’s anti-labor, anti-Semitic,
anti-Negro movements like Gerald L. K. Smith’s.

" In February 1854 a number of Whigs and Northern
Democrats assembled at Ripon, Wisconsin, and organ-
ized the new Republican Party—to fight, not against
slavery, but agamst the extension of slavery into new
territories.

In the 1856 elections, the Republicans ran John C.
Fremont for president, against Whig candidate Millard
Fillmore and Democratic candidate James Buchanan.
Fremont split the anti-Democrat vote and Buchanan
won. (The Philip Murrays and A. F. Whitneys of that
day uttered agonized cries against the Republicans for
“sphttmg the progressive vote.”)

But the Republicans had hold of the red-hot issue of
the day—g.ntl-slavery—and it made its own way, as a
good idea does and will.

In 1860 it. was the turn of the Democratic Party to
split wide open, one faction nominating Stephen A.
Douglas of Illinois to oppose the domination of the
Southern planters, and the Southern Democrats nomi-
nating - John S.. Breckinridge of Kentucky. The candi-
date of the young Republican Party, Abraham Lincoln,

—Chapters From a New Pamphlet by Jack Ranger

A Labor Party—A "Must” for

won, though receiving less than the combined votes of
the Democratic factions. The election of Lincoln repre-,
sented a basic class shift in American political life. The
national government ceased being an instrument of the
slaveholding South and instead became the pliant tool
of the capitalist North. ' i
Ruling classes, however, do not give up power with-
out a struggle. A civil war followed which -established
the supremacy of capitalism in the nation. The slave
system was destroyed. The all-powerful Republicans
permitted the Democratic Party to survive. Capitalism

bent both parties to its will.
The story of politics in the United States since the

Civil War, as related by Beard, Parrington, Lund- -

berg, Josephson and other historians, is the story of
the gradual erasing of distinctions between the Repub-
lican and Democratic Parties in the North, the subordi-
nation of both to big business, and the early attempts
by enraged farmers and-workers to oppose®the bankers'
and industrialists with Populist, labor, farmer-labor
and socialist parties. :

At certain stages in history there have been differ-
ences between the Republican and Democratic Parties,
and one or the other of the parties has served a pro-
gressive purpose. But for decades now there have been
no vital issues between the two parties.

No Important Differences

The only political issues permitted in American life
have been those involving the interests of one section of
big business as against another section. Great social
issues affecting the lives of the people—such as the
issue of war or peace in 1917 and in 1941, or the issue
of monopoly control, or of socialism versus capitalism
—these have never separated the two parties under the
system of political monopoly obtaining in the United
States. Or rather, such issues . make their appearance
only 'as vague campaign promises, which those in the
know understand perfectly well will never be redeemed.

Political patronage, public plunder and robbery on
a colossal scale, debauchery of municipal, state and
federal government corruption of the law, courts and
the regulatory commissions have become w:despread in
American politics. From time to time in various ‘com-
munities, liberal “do-gooders” and dlsappomted politi-
cians organize “reform” movements'to “throw out. the
rascals.” If the reformers succeed, they very often take
over all the scandalous practices of the rascals whom
they follow 1nto oﬁ‘ice. . :

If the American people had all the facts before
them, the faets would convince them that this nation is
run by the monopolists, and that the monopolists dom-
inate both the Republican and Democratic Parties.

“The men placed in the highest public offices from
MecKinley through Hoover were all the political crea-
tures of the wealthy,” wrote Lundberg in his America’s’
Sizty Families.

The monopolists contribute impartially to the treas-
uries of both old parties. “Families that contributed
both to the Republicans and the Democrats,” recorded
Lundberg, “included the duPonts, Harknesses, Vander-
bilts, Fleischmanns, McCormicks, Goelets, Whitneys,
Strausses, Guggenheims and Bradys. Where identical
estates did not contribute to both parties on a family
basis they often did so oh a corporate basis.. Many cor-
poration officers in the lower brackets of contributors
gave funds to the party formally opposed by the head
of a particular [financial] clan. In this way the avenue
of approach was kept open to the key men, the finan-
cial managers, in each party.

“The Wall Street banks, incidentally, while Repub-
lican in politics, make a regular practice of keeping a
few outstanding Democrats among thelr chlef officers,”
said Lundberg. :

Two Factions of Wall Street's Party

The Democratic and Republican Parties are them-
selves only factions of Wall Street’s party, maintained
by the wealthy to oppose labor’s interests and to ad-
vance the interests of the wealthy, at home and abroad.

The maintenance of the capitalist two-party system
and its ability to mislead the people depend in large
measure upon deception, upon the fiction that there are
major and decisive differences between the Republicans
and Democrats. During the recent war and in the post-
war period the differences between the two parties and
their candidates have tended to dwindle to a narrow
margin, if not to vanish altogether.

Both parties had common war programs, both sup-
ported Wall Street’s plans for maintaining monopolist
control during reconversion. Both agreed on handing
over billions in government-owned plants and equip-
‘ment to private ownership at fire-sale prices. Both are
united in support of the aggressive foreign policy which
gives support to the most reactionary government in the
world, just so the latter be anti-Russian. Both parties

American Workers

unite in keeping the Negro down, in upholding Jihl-

-Crow in the armed forces, in preventing passage of a

fair employment practices law. Both parties unite in
shackling the union movement, in placing the costs of
government on the workers’ backs.

What more could the rich have received and the
poor have suffered in recent years had a Republican
rather than a Democrat been in office?

- Today the political parties of big business are united
on one program: to place squarely upon the backs of
the workers the burden of the recent war and of post-
war militarism, expenditures for atomic. weapons, the
disorganization of the world’s monetary systems, and
aid to reactionary governments throughout the world.

“If we don’t elect Tweedledee, then Tweedledum
will be in the White House,” the shills of the old parties
scream. As though that would make any important dif-
ference in the policies of the national government!

Roosevelt's Role as Capitalist Politician

Candidates and campaign platforms are not espe-
cially important to the monopolists today. The current
needs of big business always comes first with both old
parties.

That the perSOnahty of a president is unimportant
to the capitalists may be easily indicated by the brief-
est look at some of our recent presidents—the amiable
reprobate, Harding; silent Calvin Coolidge, the sour
pickle; _the pompous mining millionaire, Hoover, he of
the stiff collar; and that unhappy little man in the
White House, Truman.

Franklin Roosevelt, one of the most talented poli-
.ticians the capitalists of this or any other country have
ever used, sticks out like a sore thumb amid the politi-
cal nonentities who preceded and suceeeded him on the
political scene. The New Deal government of Roosevelt
was called into being in 1933 to save the capitalist sys-
tem and to buy off the growing mass sentiment for revo-
lutionary change. Roosevelt succeeded eminently in his
task.

He swerved the masses from a radical road and,
with the help of conservative labor leaders, convinced
good numbers of workers that he was their friend, while
starving them on and off WPA and handing over more
and more of the wealth of the country to the rich. Fi-
nally, when the policies of his administration utterly
failed to revive the capitalist system to-anything ap-
proaching health, Roosevelt took the country into the
imperialist war.

' Béhind the Fighting Front in Israél .-

" Jack London’s famous novel, “The
Iron Heel,” has recently been repub-
lished and is available through the
Labor Action Book Service for $1.98.
Below we print a commentary on
“The Iron Heel” written by Leon
Trotsky in 1937. Trotsky's observa-
tions were originally published as
part of a biography, “Jack London

."and His Times,” written by the nov-
elist’s daughter, Joan London, with
whose permission it was published in
The New International for April,
1945, and again reprinted here. The
opening paragraph is not included.

®

. The book produced upon me—
1 speak without exaggeration—a deep
impression. Not because of its ar-
tistic qualities: the form of the novel
here  represents only an armor. for
social analysis and prognosis. The
author is intentionally sparing in his
use of artistic means. He is himself
interested not so much in the indi-
vidual fate of his heroes as in the
fate- of mankind. By this, however, I
don’t want at all to belittle the artis-
tic value. of the work, especially in
its last chapters beginning with the
Chicago commune. The pictures of
civil war develop in powerful fres-
coes. : Nevertheless, this is not the
main’ feature. The book surprised me
with the audacity and independence
of its historical foresight.
The world workers’ movement at
" the end of the last and the beginning

of the present century stood under.

the sign of reformism. The perspec-
tive of peaceful and uninterrupted
world progress, of the prosperity of
democracy and social reforms, seem-
ed to be assured once and for all.
The first Russian Revolution, it is
true, revived the radical flank of the
German social-democracy and gave
for a certain time dynamic force to
anarcho-syndicalism -in France. “The
Iron Heel bears the undoubted im-
print of the year 1905. But at the
time when this remarkable book.ap-
peared, the domination of counter-
revolution was already. consolidating
itself in Russia. In the world arena
the defeat of the Russian proletariat
gave to reformism the possibility not
only of regaining its temporarily lost
positions but also of subjecting to it-
self completely the organized work-
ers’ movement. It is sufficient fo re-
call that precisely in the following
seven years (1907-14) the internation-
al social-democracy ripened definitely

for its base and shameful role during
the World War.
Jack London not only absorbed

creatively the impetus given by the

first Russian Revolution but  also
courageously thought over again in
its light the fate of capitalist society
as a whole. Precisely those problems
which the official socialism of this
time considered to be definitely bu-

ried: the growth of wealth and pow-

er at one pole, of misery and desti-
tution at the other pole; the accumu-
lation of social bitterness and hatred;
the unalterable preparation of bloody
cataclysms—all those ques}lons Jack
London felt with an intrepidity which
forces one to ask himself again and
again with astonishment: when was
this written? Really before the war?

One must accentuate especially the
role which Jack London attributes to

the labor bureaucracy and to the la-

bor aristocracy in the further fate of
mankind. Thanks to their support, the
American plutocracy not only suc-
ceeds in defeating the workers’ in-
surrection but also in keeping its
iron dictatorship during the follow-
ing three centuries. We will not dis-
pute with the poet the delay which
can but seem to us too long. How-
ever, it is not a question of Jack Lon-
don’s pessimism, but of his passion-
ate effort to shake those who are
lulled by routine, to force them to
open their eyes and to see what is
and what approaches. The artist is
audaciously utilizing the methods of
hyperbole. He is bringing the ten-

 dencies rooted in capitalism: of op-

pression, cruelty, bestiality, betrayal,
to their extreme expression. He is
operating with centuries in order to
measure the tyrannical will of the
exploiters and the treacherous role
of the labor bureaucracy. But his
most “romantic” hyperboles are final-
1y much more realistic than the book-
keeper-like calculations of the so-

“called “sober politicians.”

POWERFUL INTUITION

It is easy to imagine with what a
condescending perplexity the official
socialist thinking of that time met
Jack London’s menacing prophecies.
If one took the trouble to look over
the reviews of “The Iron Heel” at

that time in the German “Neue Zeit™
in the -Austrian.

and “Vorwirts,”
“Kampf” and “Arbeiterzeitung,” as
well as in the other socialist publi-
cations of Europe and America, he
could  easily convince himself that

L

the thirty-year-old “romanticist” saw
incomparably more clearly and .far-
ther than all the social-democratic
leaders of that time taken together.
But Jack London bears comparison
in this domain not only with the re-
formists. One can say with assurance
that in 1907 not one of the revolu-
tionary Marxists, not excluding Len-
in and Rosa Luxemburg, imagined so
fully the ominous perspective of the
alliance between finance capital and
labor aristocracy. This suffices in -it-
self to determine the specific weight
of the novel.

The chapter, “The Roaring Abys-
mal Beast,” undoubtedly constitutes
the focus of the book. At the time
when the novel appeared this apoca-
lyptical chapter must have seemed to
be the boundary of hyperbolism.
However, the consequent happenings
have almost surpassed it. And- the
last word of class struggle has not
yet been said by far! The “Abysmal
Beast” is to the extreme 'degree op-
pressed, humiliated, and degenerated
people. Who would now dare to
speak for this reason about the art-
ist’s pessimism? No, London is an op-
timist, only a penetrating and far-
sighted one. “Look into what kind of
abyss the bourgeoisie will hurl you
down, if you don’t finish with them!”
This is his thought. Today it sounds
incomparably more real and sharp
than thirty years ago. But still more
astonishing is the genuinely prophet-
ic vision of the methods by which
the Iron Heel will sustain its domina-
tion over crushed mankind. London
manifests remarkable freedom from
reformistic pacifist illusions. In this
picture of the future there remams
not a trace of democracy and peace-
ful progress. Over the mass of the
depnved rise the castes of labor aris-
tocracy, of praetorian army, of an
all-penetratmg police, with the finan-
cial oligarchy at the top. In reading
it ‘one does not believe his own eyes:
it is precisely the picture of fascism,
of its economy, of its governmental
technique, its political psychology!
The fact is incontestable: in 1907
Jack Londorr already foresaw and
described the fascist regime as the
inevitable result of the defeat of the
proletarian revolution. Whatever may
be the single “errors” of the novel—
and they exist—we cannot help in-
clining before the powerful intuition

of the revolutmnary artist.

Leon TROTSKY

(Continued from page 1)

their control, all European orphans
coming from religious homes. The
investigation as to whether the or-
phan comes: from a religious family
is made cursorily under the watchful
eye of the clericals.

The clerical party supports the fas-
cist groups. 'In various public bodies,
the clerical party defends the fas-
cists (Revisionist Party and its asso-

ciated terrorist IZL), and in effect

acts for them in their absentce.

THE TERRORISTS

Despite their claims, the terrorist
groups contributed nothing to the
defense of the population. Here is
the sum {otal of their activities
against the Arabs during the month:
On April 4 Irgun Zvei Leumi stole
1,000 head of cattle from Arab vil-
lages in the coastal plain; Hagana
pursued- them and succeeded in re-
turning part of the loot to the Arabs.
On April 5 terrorists hi-jacked an
Arab truck laden with citrus fruit.
On April 6 the Stern group blew up
the deserted Arab village of Bir Adas,
when the Arabs began to return by
day to work their fields.

On April 11 IZL and the Stern
group combined to issue a commu-
nigué claiming the massacre of 240
inhabitants of Deis Yassin, a singu-
larly peaceful .village which had re-
cently fought off Arab bands; some
of the women and children were
taken as captives and paraded through
Jewish Jerusalem until the Jewish
police stopped it. (Since then, Deir
Yassin has become the central prop-
aganda item of the Arabs against the
Jews.) On April 25 and for the next
few days, IZL put on a show of at-
tacking Jaffa, with little military re-
sult, except that of endangering the
population of Tel-Aviv and its sub-
urbs. Claims of IZL to have contrib-
uted to the taking of Haifa by the
Hagana (April 22) were given the lie
by Davar April 25.

Terrorist actions are aimed primar-
jly at strengthening their standing
among the Jews. The more spectacu-
lar actions of the terrorists are ac-
companied by loud publicity and are
timed for effect. Thus the Deir Yas-
sin massacre was timed to coincide
with the Zionist executive delibera-
tions (April 12) on the proposed pact
between Hagana and IZL.

ECONOMIC. ACTION

. Strikes continué, though the war is
a deterrent. Among the many strikes

~ were those of men’s clothing workers

throughout the first week -of April,
the workers and clerks of the elec-
tric company in Haifa (April 8), and

in Tel-Aviv (April 13), the workers
in a Tel-Aviv flour mill (April 14),

the workers in the Ford garages

(April 19). But the needle workers
did not strike because of the impor-
tance of their work for the emergen-
ey situation (April 23).

Union organization continues. Un-
organized workers are being union-
ized in such technologically undevel-
oped industries as cartons and writ-
ing implements (April 1). The His-
tadrut set up a country-wide union
of industrial workers, regrouping
many of its specialized unions (April
8).

Workers took limited action against
speculation. The bakery workers’
union had decided to refuse to bake
bread that was underweight or with
illegal wheat contents (April 1);
bakery workers suggested that each
bakery be required to post its flour
quota, so that the workers could
check on the owner to see that he
does not divert any part of the flour
to the black market (April 8). The
workers' committee in the flour mills
announced its readiness to serve the
authorities on assuring fair distribu-

“tion (April 18). The workers' council

in Tel-Aviv suggested a one -hour
general strike against speculation and
soaring prices (April 6). The leftist
United Labor Party ‘suggested that
the Histadrut supervise baking and
distribution directly (April 5).

POLITICAL ACTION

Economic actions of the workers
are sometimes held back by political
considerations of their leaders. The
strikes in the eleciric company were
mere episodes in a long conflict be-
tween the workers and the company,
and also between the workers and the
Histadrut, which opposed the strikes
(April 15). Both major labor parties
have considered the workers to be
“too extreme.” The workers have
complained that the Histadrut was
letting the company get away with
a bad labor policy, and that the
company’s behavior was based on its
knowledge that the Histadrut would
permit no strike in this essential in-
dustry. Workers therefore said that
their strike would serve as a lesson
to the Histadrut.

The military and pohtic.a.l organ-
izations in which the working-class
parties are powerful de not show
the full effect of working-class char-
acter, The first army induction cen-
ter was opened with a military-re-
ligious ceremony based on.the cus-
tom of the armies of other countries
rather than on the people’s character
of the Hagana (April 27). (In PM
for May 21, I. F, Stone reports that
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" to whomever they -wished.

Hagana had decreed separate mess

- for officers.) In the provisional coun- .

cil and cabinet of the Israeli govern-
ment, the non-labor parties were
given a narrow majority, even though
labor parties have a clear majority
in Palestine voting (cf. the Palestine
elections of September, 1944). In the
Zionist executive vote on admitting
the terrorists as a group into the
Jewish army, the labor parties voted
against admission and lost (April 12);
but more serious opposition on their
part might have given them the ma-
jority, And the labor parties did not
prevent the inclusion of a minister
of religion in the cabinet.

The Hagana, composed largely of
workers, hesitates in taking action
against. the terrorists. Although the
terrorists shoot Hagana guards and
others who stand in their way, Ha-
gana has generally tried to avoid sit-
uations in which it would have to
shoot it out with the terrorists. On
several .occasions this led to terror-
ist successes. (A few years ago, when
the terrorists were weaker and Ha-
gana had almost completed an oper-
ation of putting them under arrest,
top leaders of the Jewish community,
belonging chiefly to the Mapai Labor
Party, ordered Hagana to release the
terrorists.)

In the earlier terrorist attack, when
IZL and the Stern group massacred
the Deir Yassin villagers while Ha-
gana was accupying the nearby Kas-
tel stronghold, one ecan ask if it would
indeed have been so unthinkable for
Hagana to have defended the peace-
ful Arab villagers from the attackers.
Instead of protesting the Deir Yassin
massacre verbally, Hagana might
have stopped it by fighting off the
lerrorists, thus showing the Arabs a

different view of the war.

Only in few cases have workers
solved their problems by actions
which went beyond- the limits of
capitalism. The needle workers did
not strike on April 23, much as they
wished to, because their work was

important for the emergency, -But -

they did not atiempt the alternative
solution of doing their work in the
form of a'take-over strike, in which
the workers would hold the work-
place, produce whatever they thought
necessary and deliver their products
Such
strikes were carried out by Japanese
workers -after World War II; and
while .problems of raw materials, de-
livery and so on would undoubtedly
arise, the workers might have been
able to manage, especially if they
produced for public bodies or work-
ers’ organizations,

Similarly, in the case of the black
market and speculation, the workers
have failed to take effective action
outside the usual framework. They
have planned protest strikes (April
6), offered to supervise their work-
places for any illegalities (April ‘8);
the more leftist among them have de-
manded that the Histadrut should su-
pervise directly (April 5); in Natanya
the Histadrut planned to build a co-
operative bakery (April 4). More in-
dependent action than this was not
taken; and in Herzlia, where the

workers' parties have a majority in

the municipal council, nothing more
was done (April 8). Effective controls
would require by-passing many of
the usual relations of the market and
business activities. This could be
done by a government, but might in
effect be also taken over by an or-
ganization as vast as the Histadrut
if it set up its own control system
over all places where its members
worked (about 85 per cent of all
workers in essential industries are
members of the Histadrut). The one
place where this was indeed done
was in Jerusalem, under stress of
the siege, where distribution of food
was placed in the hands of people
experienced in the Histadrut net-
work of cooperatives. Business men
complained that no “private initia-
tive" was permitted, but there is no
black market in Jerusalem, and the
limited rations were evenly distrib-
uted.

Workers have not yef gone beyond -

the limits of ordinary politics to meet
the attack from the right. Although
municipal taxes on workers are far
heavier than on business men, work-
ers have carried out no tax strikes
or other means of rejecting the de-
cisions of non-representative rightist
municipalities. Although municipal
elections have been put off for many
yvears, the workers’' organizations do

‘not do any of the many possible -
things to make the position of the

business men’s municipalities unten-
able. In Petah-Tikva ‘the workers
finally left the municipality (April
20); in Tel-Aviv not even that.

When during the last few years
the Hagana was transformed, under
centrist labor and’ middle-class offi-
cials, from a workers' force into a
national army, the workers did not
proceed seriously to recreate a work-
ers’ militia to meet the special dan-
ger facing them in the growing fas-

- cism. The formation of a workers'

militia was, however, urged on the
occasion of the IZL attack on Jaffa,
which brought into evidence the ease

~ with which the ferrorists could take

control of Tel-Aviv (April 27),
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