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BARGAIN OVER REDIVISION OF EUROPE

Worst Session of "Worst C ongress” Dribbles

To Its Close; Real Needs of People Ignored

By WILLIAM BARTON

The pre-election special session of
Congress has adjourned as expected.
The sum total of enacted legislation
included controls on consumer credit,
regulation of bank loans, provision
for government guarantees of low-

Cagey—As Usual

THOMAS E. DEWEY

cost private housing, and a loan to the
United Nations for reconstruction of
its New York headquarters.
Nothing what3éever was doneé about
civil rights, except for talk. Even the
hoped-for compromise Constitutional
Amendment on the poll tax was laid
aside. President Truman’s call for

price control, rationing and increase
of minimum wages was ignored—
which surprised no one. Similarly,
plans for liberalizing the previously-
passed legislation on admittance ef
DPs, which apparently had some
hope of passage, was ignored.
Truman’s maneuver in calling the
session with the full realization that
it would accomplish so little may
turn out to be politically successful.
The Republican leadership in both
houses behaved as was to be expect-
ed. They assured the outcome of the
session by putting the poll-tax ques-
tion first on the agenda, knowing that
the Southern Democrats would in-
stitute an immediate filibuster. They
hoped thus to place the blame on the
President's party. They then cleverly
avoided a vote of “closure” to limit
debate. From there they found it
easy to push through their few tid-
bits of legislation and call it a day.

DEWEY PLAYS “SAFE”

The vote on housing legislation was
the most revealing. The Senate had
passed the Taft-Ellender- Wagner
Housing Bill, providing for some pub-
lic. construction of low-cost housing
at the last session. It had lain dor-
mant ever since in a House Commit-
tee. At this session, Senator McCar-
thy of Wisconsin (whose claim to
fame seems to be his statuis az~a

‘World War II vet) offered his “com-

promise” bill which removed all men-
tion of public housing. Taft, co-au-
thor of the original bill and one of

The Poor Got Poorer, And
The Rich Got Richer...

The old saw that the poor get
poorer and the rich get richer re-
ceived confirmation from an unex-
pected source. The August 13 issue
of U. S. News & World Report car-
.ries a detailed study of the effect of
the 1948 tax reductions and price in-
creases on various income groups.
The so-called tax reductions passed
by the last Congress, effective last
May, threw a bone to millions of
small wage earners while serving
porterhouse steak to the handful on
top. These* studies réveal just how
juicy and meaty those servings were.
The little taxpayer received a pal-
iry-3 per cent tax cut while the $100,-
000-a-year man was generously hand-
ed a 43 per cent tax cut, and higher
brackets were given still greater tax
reductions. The theory was: the more
you have, the more youwll get.
The magazine's researchers, taking
1939 as the base year, calculated what
income would be necessary in 1947,

Report Palestine
Stalinists Are
Joining Mapam

NEW YORK, Aug. 10— Word has
been received that the Communist
Party of Palestine has decided to

send its members into the MAPAM

(United Workers Party). The MA-
PAM is a powerful, left-wing social-
ist - Zionist party which represents
approximately 40 .per cent of the
general trade membership and is in-
fluential in the armed forces. Five
of the 21 highest ranking officers of
Zva Haganah are members of MA-
PAM. In addition, the Palmach, the
commando striking force of the Ha-
ganah, is led and officered by mem-
bers of this party. This party has
lately become intensely pro-Russian
as a result of the material and diplo-
matic aid given Israel by Russia and
its satellites.

The Stalinists seem to feel that this
situation will permit them to cata-
pult into a dominant position in the
new Israeli state. Thus the newly
born state faces twin totalitarian
threats from the Irgun Zwai Leumia
and revisionist allies on one hand and

from the Stalinists on the other side.

"mansion and yachts properly.

before the tax reductions, and in
1948, adjusting for the tax reductions
and price increases, in order to main-
tain the 1939 pre-war standards. They
reach the startling conclusion that
“price rises have absorbed tax sav-
ings for most people, leaving them
worse off than in 1947 That's for
MOST people, but a few people in
the top income brackets are sitting
pretty.

Concretely, a $2,500 man of 1939
would have to be earning $4,664 today
to maintain the same purchasing
power. In 1947, before tax reductions,
he could hy¥ve held his own with
$4,511, Thus he now has $150 less to
buy groceries, even after his paltry
tax cut, because prices rose so rap-
idly.

Let’s jump to the income level ten
times greater and see how this man is
affected. A man making $25,000 in
1939 required $93,111 in 1847 to main-
tain himself in proper style. The tax
bill came to his aid generously, for
in 1948 he needed only $61,764: the
tax bill saved him $31,347, a tidy
sum, compared with 1947,

WORKS WELL FOR RICH

But still better and bigger savings
were pocketed by those in the top
income brackets. If you can stretch
your imagination, consider the happy
plight of a $50,000 man in 1939. In
1947 it took $302,362 to mdintain his
Con-
gress took pity on him and with its
plentiful tax cuts, our man of dis-
tinction requires only $151,647 in
1948. Thus he requires only HALF
of what he needed in 1947,

The above are but a few of the
figures given to establish that the
higher-income families received the
biggest dollar savings under the 1948
tax reductions. An interesting con-
sequence is that highly paid execu-
tives aren't too eager for salary in-
creases. For them, the 1948 tax cuts
meant substantial raises in pay. The
man earning $25,000 was satisfied
with his $3,000 tax cut while the $50,-
000 man was confented with his $7,500
tax cut.

The U. S. News charts reveal that .

as the income level increased, the
tax savings were proportionately in-
creased., The paltry tax cuts on the
low incomes were more than offset
by the price increases, With no fur-
ther likelihood of a tax cut this year
or next, the small taxpayer will con-
tinue to pay through his nose.

-

the most powerful leaders of the up-
per house in many decades, made a
gesture of throwing up his hands,
declaring he could not control his
House colleagues, and supported the
McCarthy Act. This was even too
much for some of his Republican
colleagues, led by Senator Tobey of
New Hampshire, who {futilely at-
tempted to pass the original Senate-
adopted public housing bill again.
Despite the support of several other
Republicans, the Ohio Senate leader
was able easily to control his co-
horts this time in voting against his
own proposal.

The two minor anti-inflation acts
are actually being advertised by Re-
publican spokesmen as the items that
will bring prices down, unless they

“come down ef their own accerd.”
The housewives of the country, or-
ganizing meat boycotts everywhere,
apparently do not agree. The Repub-
lican standard bearers, Dewey and
Warren, stay safely away from the
whole affair, preparing a careful
avoidance of all respopsibillty. Many
voters, however, will well remember
the speech of House Majority Leader
Halleck in seconding Dewey’s nom-
ination at the Republican convention;
he explicitly stated that the Repub-
lican Party should be judged by the
record of the 80th Congress. The re-
markable performancé -of the past
two weeks is part of that record.

The danger is that' the party of
Harry Truman, which had a Congres-
sional majority, as well as the ad-

ministration at the time OPA was
effectively  scuttled—many of whose
members have helped considerably
in sabotaging housing, an important
section of which is responsible for
the absence of civil rights legisla-
tion, the majority of whose Congres-
sional delegation voted for the Taft-
Hartley Act—that this party will now
gain prestige. The political operation
has worked better than expected,
thanks to the strategy of the opposi-
tion, which believes it cannot be
beaten.

The people of the country have
been given nothing but a spectacle.
The weird spy investigations were
part of the act. Commentators claim
that everything ‘“revealed” was

(Continued on page 2)

Grants Audience

- On Civil Rights and GPU Sple=

Parallel Dangers in the Spy Hearings |

One of the central conclusions that can be
drawn from the current “spy” investigation in
Washington is that the net political result will

be advantageous only to either the reactionaries

or the Stalinists, or both. Those concerned with
protecting the civil rights of radical minorities
WHITE "#liidltaneously’’ oppesing the totalitarian
politics’ of ‘Stalinism have good reason to fear
that they, and they above all, will be the eventual
sufferers of the present investigation.

The mere existence of the Congressional com-
mitteess Is a menace to civil liberties. Insofar as
these committees persecute people for their po-
litical OPINIQNS—no matter what those opinions
are, even If they are Stalinist—we oppose such
actions. To persecute dissident groups for political
opinions, even if those groups are reprehensible to
everything for which socialists stand, is to create
the total atmosphere, the intolerance and hysteria
and indiscriminate witch-hunting, in which the gen-
uine radicals and socialists of all varieties are like-
ly to be victimized. Nor is this a mere speculation;
there js plenty of evidence in the recent past his-
tory of this couniry (the Palmer raids, the perse-
cution of the SWP leaders in Minneapolis) to war-
rant such a statement.

Furthermore, the very methods which these
Congressional committees use is dangerous to civil
liberties. Indiseriminate accusations, often with-
out proof; tremendous publicity for accusations
and subordinate notice of denials; the lumping
together of Stalinists and genuine radieals or
even liberals; the assumption that mere belief of
any ideas is a crime of some sort—these methods
of the Congressional committee can clearly result
only in a shrinkage of already threatened liber-
ties,

INDIFFERENT TO FATE OF GPU

At the same time, we are aware that there
are spies of the Stalinist regime working in this
country—just as there were spies of the Nazi
regime or just as, for that matter, the American
government may be assumed to maintain an espi-
onage service in various foreign countries. For
such spies of Stalinism we have not the faintest
sympathy nor the faintest interest in defending.

As far as we are concerned, they have placed
themselves outside the jurisdiction eor interest of
the labor _'_ovemeuh and there is no more reason
-movement to come to the defense of
Gerhart Eifler than there was for it to come to
‘Fritz Kuhn—that is to say, none at

Howeéver, there are certain compliéating fae- -

tors: the Stalinist spy ring, the American sec-
tion of the GPU, no doubt cuts through, even
while it iz indépendent of and not congruent
with, the American Stalinist Party. We are
against the suppression of the American CP on
grounds that are by now well known; we are in-
different to-the fate of the GPU. This raises cer-
tain difficult problems that cannot always be
solved in advance. When Eisler is pinched as a
Stalinist agent, that does not concern us., If a
Stalinist is pinched as a union leader, we defend
him because he is a union leader, we defend him
as a union leader—and, above all, because we
want him to remain in the union so that he can
be deposed by the ranks educated in the true
meaning of Stalinism.

When the members of the UAW or NMU defeat
the Stalinists, théy do so on a certain understand-
ing of what Stalinism means. If Harry Bridges had
been deported by the government, his prestige in
his union would probably have gone up rather than
down. The struggle against Stalinism is primarily
a POLITICAL struggle, and as such the particular
task of the labor movement and the socialist move-
ment,

Thus, to cite another example: when the
American CP leaders are prosecuted on grounds
of being “seditious” we oppose that prosecution.
But if evidence could be adduced to show that
William Foster is a Russian spy, we would not
feel the slightest interest in his fate.

WORKING BOTH SIDES OF STREET?

‘There are still further complicating factors.
It seems possible that some of those accused at
the Washington hearings were not merely Rus-
sian spies, but that they had been pressed into
service as American eounter-spies. Otherwise,
how explain the continued unwillingness of the

executive department to produce the dossiers on
these people?

According to the testimony of Whittaker Cham-
bers, former key GPU official in this couniry, he
confessed. all of his knowledge to the government
in 1937. That means that the government knew

‘abbut thuse “spies” for Yhe past fen years. Why

then were they permitted fo ,remain in government
service? Because the Roosevelt administration
wished to appease Russia? Perhaps — but what
about the period of the Hitler-Stalin pact? There
was no Interest in appeasemcnt then. Because the
"spies" were effectively isolated and could not
gain access to vital information? Perhaps. But is it
not also possible that some were working both
sides of the street? And in such a situation, why
should any socialist feel the slightest desire to de-
fend such creatures?

Again, our major formula on this matter:
against prosecution for political opinions; indif-
ference to cases where genuine espionage is in-
volved.

®

Now we want to warn aganst the opposite
danger arising from these hearings. One may be-
come 50 obsessed with anti-Stalinism as to take
anything done by the Thomas Committee as gos-
pel. But on the other hand, one may become so
incensed with it on perfectly legitimate grounds
as to whitewash the Stalinists. Among many
“liberals” the latter danger is by far the greater.

The Stalinists ARE totalitarians. They are
wreckers of the labor movement and of all free-
doms. And there's no doubt that within their move-
ment, though without the knowledge of many of
their members, there exists at least part of the
GPU apparatus which has sections in every part
of the world and in America too.

Simply because one resents the Thomas Com-
mittee and its methods-is no reason to parade the
Stalinists as martyrs to freedom. They are noth-
ing of the sort.

Perhaps it is now clear why we say that there
are two parallel dangers in this situation. Social-
ists and labor militants should keep a clear head
on this matter; we think the ideas expressed here
will permit them to do that, :

Four-Power Deal
Is on the Block:
Berlin Is Pawn

By STAN GREY .

One day last week, the en-
voys of England, France. and
the U. S. walked hurriedly out
of the Kremlin. The internation-
al news of the week was the
fact that they were smiling.
The question of the week was:
What were they smiling about?

Some said they were smiling
because they had managed to
get into the Kremlin and have
a long talk with the Generalis-

simo himself. Others, more cyn-
ical, thought the smile was due to
the fact that they were permitted to
leave the Kremlin. In any case, ev-
eryone asked: What was there to
smile about

The grimaces of pleasure on the
faces of the three enveys was due
to the fact that they had finally got-
ten to talk to the Boss himself and
he hadn’t kicked them out., This
sounds crude but nothing more was
involved than that. So little is now
expected from Moscow .on the ques-
tion of Berlin and of Europe that the
mere fact of having a two hour and
fifteen minute talk with Stalin is
registered as an enormous stride for-
ward. But that is only a pathetic re-
flection of the dead end in which

. imperialist dipleesgey-findexiteelf.:

EUROPE IS ISSUE

‘The stibject of this unprecedented
talk in the Kremlin was, of course,
Berlin. But if Berlin was spoken
about, what was in the mijnds of all
was not Berlin, but Germany, and
not even Germany, but all of Europe.
For actually that is what is involved
in the crisis of Berlin today,

Stalin’s position was that he fa-
vored a four-power conference on the
question of Germany. The U, 8., Eng-
land and France (we will refer to
them as the U. 8., for short) are will-
ing to go along with a four-power
conference, but it is impossible for
the great powers even to agree to an
agenda for such a conference. They
cannot even agree to the order of
subjects on which they will inevita-
bly disagree.

Russia wants to maintain its block-
ade while the conference discusses
the over-all German question which,
for Russia, means primarily two
things: the setting up of a separate
western German state under U. S.
control, to which it is opposed, and
control over the Ruhr industrial re-
gion, of which it wants a part. The
U. S. on the other hand insists upon
the end of the blockade first before
proceeding with any other questions.

What is talk compared with Ber-
lin! This must be the attitude. of the
Kremlin, which is dnxjous to have
a four-power conference while the

(Continued on page 2)

Sees Israeli Policy Trend Alienating Own Arab Masses

Arab Refugees Become Bargaining Pawn in Negotiations as Israeli Government Leans Toward Their Exclusion

“of military operations.

 military

By ED FINDLEY

The mass flight of Arabs from Pal-
estine continues unabated. Most of
these now head for Damascus and
Bagdad because both Cairo and Ams-
man are already bursting at the seams

with refugees from the Palestine war. '

The continued exodus across the
borders testifies to the deep, intuitive
conviction of the Palestine Arab
masses that the present cessation of
hostilities' is far from ‘permanent.
That the truce is but a temporary in-
terlude in the bitter fighting is a no-
tion shared by the Jewish masses.
This should not be surprising /in view
of the daily skirmishing on many
fronts and the discouragingly litile
progress made toward arriving at a
negotiated settlement between the
two peoples of Palestine.

The Arab refugees come mainly
from areas that were drawn into or
threaten to be drawn into the arenas
They are
driven by the natural, human desire
to get themselves and their families
out of the way of flying bullets. Oth-
ers received orders from local Arab
commanders to evacuate

their homes with the political object
of convincing world public opinion
that it is impossible for Arabs to live
peacefully under Israeli rule.

A much larger group, and in this
correspondent’s opinion the over-
whelming majority, were driven by
the fear of Israeli maltreatment and
discrimination, engendered by the
series bf unpunished atrocities of the
Irgun Zvai Leumi at Deir Yassin and
the unprovoked barrel-bomb massa-
cre at the oil refinery in Haifa. The
genuine and sincere verbal guaran-
tees of fair and equal treatment—
particularly on the part of the labor
movement — sounded feeble indeed
when considered alongside the Irgun
atrocity campaign (which went un-
pumshed by the Jewish authorities).
Theé Azzam Pashas sounded plausible
when they warned the Arab masses
of “Jewish terror.”

At the start of the war, the author-
ities of the embryo Israeli state and
especially the labor parties, viewed
the departure of the Arab masses as
a first-rate political calamity, The
Arabs were called upon to remain in
their homes and to continue in their

peaceful pursuits with the assurance
of all civil and national rights,

The political atmosphere in Israel
seems to have changed. There are
signs that most of the bourgeois par-
ties and even sections of the labor
movement are coming to view the
war-induced flight of Arabs from
Israel as an unexpected blessing and
would like to make this development
permanent, -

The vision of a homogeneous Israeli
state without a troublesome minority
problem, intoxicates them.

Moshe' Shertok, foreign minister of
the ‘Provisional Government of Is-
rael, gave expression to this general
mood on August 1, when he stated
that “the Palestinian Arab exodus of
1948 is one of those cataclysmic phe-

‘nomena which, according to the ex-

perience of other countries, changes
the course of history.”

Officially, Israeli government
spokesmen have not gone as far as
to deny, in principle, the right of
the Arab refugees to return to their
homes in Palestine, Nevertheless, de-
spite the original promises, mere ces-
sation of hostilities is no longer

enough for their return. Only when
a stable peace is concluded and signed
will the question of their coming
home even be considered. There is
no longer the same frank recognition
of the right of the Arab peasant or
worker to return to his home in Is-
raeli territory.

The question is now admittedly
the subject of deals with reactionary
Arab League governments. Power
politics reigns supreme over human
politics. The attrocious pogroms against
the Jews in Cairo and the crime of
the concentration camp on Cyprus
call for retribution, but can hardly
justify this anti-democratic exclusion
policy. The Israeli state cannot be
built thtough the exclusion of its
Arab population.

" While legitimate considerations of .

military security and economic hard-
ship do exist, they are being exploit-
ed beyond their justified limits. Judg-
ing from the absence of any trouble
with the fifty to one hundred thou-
sand Arabs who remained in Israeli
territory, there is reason to assume
that a safe way could have been
found to take back, without much

danger of fifth column activities, most
of the Arabs who fled, especially the
aged, women and children.

As to the natural reluctance to ac-
cept the onerous burden of support-
ing these destitute masses, recent
events demonstrate that the Israeli
position would have been, morally
and diplomatically, immeasurably:
stronger if the Israeli government
had signified its readiness to accept
the war refugees on condition that
international economic aid was forth-
coming, .

.There remains one consideration of
great moral strength, the *“position
and fate of the Israeli communities in
Arab countries.” An attempt will be
made to use the Palestine Arab refu-
gee problem as a bargaining weapon
to improve the conditions of these
communities or if possible to effect
an exchange of populations.

In this connection three aspects of
the question should be kept in mind;

(1) It is highly improbable that the
Iraqui and Egyptian governments are
s0 genuinely . concerned about the
hardships endured by the dispos-

(Continued on page 8)



 Leonard Launches
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By WALTER JASON

DETROIT—In case any auloworker
hasn't heard, there is a “new caucus”
formed in the UAW-CIO. Richard T.
Leonard, former UAW vice-president,
announced its formation last week.
According to the publicity thus far
given out, this caucus is against all
“ismis,” against the Communist Party,
against Walter P. Reuther, against
Réuther’s “peace at any price policy,”
and for better contracts, social secur-

ity, pensions, justice, good fellowship,

as well as better jobs for the mem-
bers of the caucus, especially those
who once held union posts and have

been retired from them by the rank

and file in the elections during the
past year.

Among the great stalwarts who
head this “new caucus,” are Tracy
Doll, for years the mouthpiece of the
Stalinists in the Wayne County CIO

council, and a man about to lose his

job. (He has broken with the Stalinist
caucus recently—just by accident, to

be sure, at a time when they appear

to have lost control of the council,
and power over his job.)

Kenneth Forbes, recently deposed
as regional director, is another leader.
Ditto Tom Cunningham, twice defeat-
ed candidate for president of Local 7.
Some of the other members of the
national steering committee are Ernie
John Anderson, and Gene
Butler, of Detroit, and Joe Berry of
Flint. Whitey Urban of Packard local

Mazey,

is another.

FLOCK TO MURRAY

Just to list some of the leaders is to
indicate what this caucus represents.
All the non-Stalinists in the Stalinists
caucus, have joined together to break
with their Stalinist buddies because

the CP is pretty much through in
auto.

Indications of this break came re-

cently in the Wayne County CIO
council, when all these forces desert-

ed the CP in its fight to retain control

of the council, after Phil Murray, CIO
president, put the heat on everyone.

Murray demanded and obtained a
postponement of the annual conven-
tion until non-affilated locals could
join and thus assure a sufficient ma-
jority to clean out the Stalinists.

Tracy Doll, as president of the
council, made the motion to support
Murray's telegram along those lines.
Not to be outdone, Dick Leonard
made a similar motion. But the final
blow came when Erwin Bauer, of Lo-
cal- 306, also spoke for postponement
of the convention (without acceding
to Murray's demands on representa-
tion). The CP all but uttered, "Et Tu
Brutus,” at this display of independ-
ence. Until this meeting, the above
mentioned people have been breath-
ing fire and brimstone at the very
mention of Murray's name.

SOMETHING TO BEHOLD

That meeting of the Wayne County
CIO council was- truly a speéctacle to
behold. The Stalinists were sick-look-
ing, and deservedly so, at how their
allies were suddenly finding them-
sélves to be CIO patriots after all.

The Reuther caucus sat through
this meeting, enjoying themselves
thoroughly, as they watched Doll,
Leonard, and the others retreat to
safer shores.

This was just one of the evenis
that caused the formation of the “new
caucus.” Although the Leonard group
hasn't announced its full program,
certainly enough has been presented
for a critical analysis of this tendency.

" Take the matter of being against
“isms.” Te whom will that point in
the platform appeal, except to the 100
per cent “American” type; that is, the
reactionary and backward - elements
in the union. How some of the people
in that caucus swallowed such a
plank is almost difficult to under-
stand. But then if your thinking can
get you in the position where you be-
lieve Russia is a state worth defend-
ing, you can believe anything,

ew UA

Although we haven’t seen the Stal-
inist comment on the section against
the Communist Party, we are sure
they'll denounce it as “red-baiting,”
and point out, with some justice, that
these same people called Reuther a
red-baiter because he said either
identical or similar things about the
CP. But then such a switch in posi-
tion is a minor trifle, in the interests
of a clever maneuver, no doubt.

SIZZLING MILITANCY

The payoff comes on the big issue,
“militant trade union policy.” And
look who the speaker is: Dick Leon-
ard, author of the company security
clause in the Ford contract, the ad-
vocate of a lousy pension plan system
which the Ford workers decisively
rejected.

Leonard denounced the results of
the recent strikes and negotiations.
The UAW-CIO should have obtained
adequate social security, and pen-
sions! Yes sir. And why didn’t brother
Leonard say so during negotiations at
Chrysler, for example, because, you
see, he didn’t want to upset the apple-
cart. So he went along, and made
some speeches, along with his sup-
porters, on how good the Chrysler
contract was. And his supporters said
Leonard deserves to be Chrysler di-
rector  because of his outstanding
work in Chrysler negotiations during
the strike.

And besides, Leonard led the oppo-
sition to any escalator clause, that
sell-out clause which only the cor-
porations and the nasty “Trotskyites”
want. Just in passing, we’d like to see
Leonard and Ernie Mazey on the
same negotiating committee, when
the issue of an escalator clause came
up. Or is agreement on this question
just another trifle, not to intérfere
with the formation of a “progressive
caucus.”

As for the “peace at any price” pol-
icy which Reuther allegedly follows,
it seems that only recently in Detroit
the Reuther forces led a strike at

Israeli Policy on Arabs - -

(€ontinued from page 1)
sessed refugees that they would ma-

terially improve the conditions of

' their' oppressed Jewish communities.

J (2) Economically and vocationally
these two populations are not inter-
changeable.

(3y In all likelihood, the over-
whelming majority of the Arab refu-
gees would refuse to remain in their
countries of exile and would wish to
return to their homes in Israel. One
can conceive of obtaining the agree-
ment of corrupt Arab League rulers
to a transfer deal of sorts but what
happens to the right of self-determi-
nation of these hundreds of thousands
of Arab civilians who by general Is-
raeli  admission are, by and large,
innocent of active collaboration in
the war of the Mufti and Arab
League states against Israel?

Aside from humanitarian and dem-

ocratic considerations, this exclusion
policy — which is opposed by large
sections of the Israeli labor move-
méent — is atopian: and suicidal.

It must be crystal clear to all who
look ahead and are not overwhelmed
by temporary military supériority
that the Israeli state cannot remain
in a PERMANENT state of conflict
with the Arab world.

BUILDING ON QUICKSAND

In a world of imperialist intrigues
and shiffing alliances, who can pre-
dict how long the backward Arab
states will remain economically and
MILITARILY weak?

Which of the big imperialist powers
can a tiny, isolated Israeli state count
upon as a trustworthy ally against a
hostile Arab world?

Despite the very significant sup-
port given the Israeli state by Rus-
sia, who can assert with certainty

that tomorrow or the day after to-
morrow Russia will not revert to ils
former pro-Arab policy?

To build on the support of foreign
imperialist aid, whether it be Anglo-
American or Russian, is to build on
quicksand.

The survival and security of Israel
depend, in the long run, on bridging
the gap between the Arab and Jew-
ish peoples of Palestine.

There is no better way to break
the Mufti-spread fear of annihilation
and degradation at the hands of the
Jews than through a democratic and
humane treatment of the Arab popu-
lation of Israel. The advantages out-
weigh all disadvantages.

An indicated first step in this di-
rection is a clear and frank state-
ment .on the part of the Israeli gov-

ernment that the Arabs of Irael will -

be welcomed home.

LABOR ACTION

Caucus

Chrysler which they organized. And
prepared one at GM in event the cor-
poration didn't come through. But
then, autoworkers are supposed to be
simpleminded, and not remember
such things. So this clique of dis-
gruntled ex-porkchoppers, political
opportunists, and ex-fellow-travelers,
tried to sell this song and dance to the
autoworkers. The response is not
likely to be good. J

SILENCE NOT ALWAYS GOLDEN

There are a couple of other inter-
esting points to bring up in prelimi-
nary discussion of this caucus. One of
the burning issues before the auto-
workers is the question of political
aclion. Where does this caucus stand?
Silence! Talk about militancy and
bravery.

Everyone knows where Urban and
Cunningham stand. They are strong
Wallaceites, Leonard, it can be safely
said, is going aleng with Murray pol-
icy. So why in Marx's sake should
persons like Ernie Mazey take politi-
cal responsibility for that kind of
mish-mash tendency?

Walter Reuther dismissed the whole
thing as “just another example of the
kind of factionalism the UAW mem-
bers won't stand for.” He's a lucky
fellow, for it would take a few politi-
cal miracles to cause the Leonard
caucus to make him lose any sleep.

The Leonard caucus has announced
a big meeting in September, where
it intends to present a complete pro-
gram. This we'll watch with interest,
and report our findings for LABOR
ACTION.

HENRY WALLACE
Man and Myth
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well, srother Meany. . Univis Strike Ends; Company

Had Aid of National Guard

George Meany, secretary-treasurer
of the AFL, at the New York State
Federation of Labor convention:

“The issues between major political
parties are fictitious. The secret issue
is the ins want to stay in and the outs
want to get in.

“What's our answer? Should we tie
up the AFL to a political party? The
Democratic Party? What of those 115
Democrats who put on labor the cross
in the form of the Taft-Hartley Law?
What about that part of the Demo-
cratic Party which bases human val-
ues on the color of a man's skin? Tie
up with Wallace and go along with
those who believe in the barbaric
philosophy of Moscow? Tie up with
the Republican Party because some
people think that the Republican
presidential candidate would repeal
the obnoxious sections of the Tafi-
Hartley Law? I haven't heard the Re-
publican candidate say anything
about the Taft-Hartley Law.”

Well, Brother Meany, what is your
answer? Ours is a LABOR PARTY!

N S/

WALLACE LEAVES
FISHER BODY
WORKERS COLD -

A practical demonstration of the
effects of Stalinism on a local -union
was given lo Fisher Body Local 45
of the United Auto Workers-CIO on
Sunday, August 8. A membership
meeling called for this date failed
to draw the fifty members required
for a quorum and caused the can-
cellation of the meeting,

With approximately 3,500 members
in the local, such an obvious lack of
interest can only reflect on the lead-
ership of the union. This leadership
has followed the Stalinist policy of
subordinating all union activity to
pushing the campaign for Henry Wal-
lace. All meetings over the past pe-
riod have been mainly pep rallies
for the CP-inspired Progressive Par-
ty. The union newspaper devotes
most of its space to promoting Henry
and his pro-Stalinist line.

The agenda of this meeting had
contained several important items;
but - the knowledge that the report
of the local's delegates to the Wal-
lace convention would dominate the
meeting kept the disgusted members

from the meeting. Even the report on

organizing the new  Euclid plant
(where General Motors is cutling
rates on line after line transferred
from the Coit Road plant) and the
question of an assessment to aid the
cafeteria workers on strike for two
months, failed to offset the coolness
to the third party among the workers.

While LABOR ACTION believes
that workers should attend their
union meetings and see to it that
policies of their locals are in their
own interests and not footballs for
any clique, the responsibility for this
complete lack of interest in union
activity is squarely on the shoulders
of the union leaders who place the
Stalinist line above all else and thus
drive the workers away.

rd -
EXPLANATION: Pages 2 and 4 were
reversed last week on the press. The
error was not discovered until the
entire edition was run off. There was

no time to run a new edition. Qur’

apologies.
- 7

Concerning Policy

On the China War
Editor:

_Thé author of the recent article,
“Behind North China’s Unification,”

‘has characterized the Chinese “civil
war” as merely a veiled contest be-

" tween the U. S. and Russia. I believe

~such an interpretation is not only

' ', superficial, but incorrect as well. The

civil war would be an imperialist
war in effect only if Russia and the

" United Stales were actively support-

ing the Chinese Stalinists and the
Kuomintang respectively. U. S. sup-

" port to Nationalist China has been

negligible, as we all know. The
writer seeks to explain this fact by
saying that American capitalism has
not aided the Kuomintang because of

 the instability of the regime. This
" tells us nothing, however, because it
_ is. precisely the LACK of aid to the

Kuomintang that has contributed

_greatly to that instability.

" In August, 1945, and afterward, had

' U. S. capitalism openly backed the

'Kuomintang against the Stalinists,
forcing the Chinese bourgeoisie to be-

“come a complete vassal as a price

for such support, the Chinese war.
would have become an imperialistic
contest. It may well have been in the
long run interests of U. 8. imperial-
ism to support the Kuomintang al
that time. The government was thep
comparatively “stable,” it had a
strong military force at its disposal,
and its prestige had not sunk to its
present rock-bottom. It is highly pos-
sible that the U. S. could have
crushed the Chinege Stalinists then
and gotten away with it. Such a pro-
gram would have cost U. S. capital-
ism a great amount of money, how- -

of Labon

ever, Not only did Wall Street prefer
to maintain “friendly” relations with
Russia, but it considered it far more
necessary to spend its money re-
building Japan, Germany, and West-
ern Europe. The short run interesis
of Wall Street demanded peace in
China under an imperialist-dictated
coalition government.

Through General Marshall, Amer-
ica strove to force Chiang Kai-shek
to submit to a coalition with the Sta-
linists. Hadl Chiang done so, China
would have been literally partitioned
between the U. S. and Russia. In the
spring. of 1946, strong mass national-
istic and anti-Soviet sentiment in
China helped wreck the Marshall

Aclion Take the 4]

mission. The Chinese bourgeoisie,
knowing that a “coalition govern-
ment” would be detrimental to their
interests, finally began to revive the
civil war against the wishes of Gen-
eral Marshall. The war was a direct
blow against the interests of U. S.
imperialism, which demanded peace.
As the war was stepped up in June-
July, 1946, Marshall began to cut ofl
military and economic aid to China.
All military aid (excepting token
support) was, shortly afterward, cut
off. From then on, to the present date,
the United States has, in effect, been
applying economic sanections to Na-
tionalist China. American imperial-
ism today plays only a minor and

subordinate role in China. The war,
therefore, is a NATIONAL war
against Stalinist imperialism. War
conditions are driving U. S. capital
OUT eof China. The Chinese bour-
geoisie, in the guise of state monopo-
lies, is taking over, or driving from
the field, American enterprises.
Because the war is being led by
the bourgeoisie in an epoch in which
capitalism is reactionary everywhere
in the world, it cannot be supported
by Marxists. But because it is a na-
tional war, nevertheless, the Chinese
Republic must be DEFENDED FROM
the Stalinists. The programmatic aim
of the Chinese proletariat must be
to TAKE OVER the defense of the

nation FROM the bourgeoisie. Only
the workers can bring the national
war to a successful conclusion,

Chiang Kai-shek is commitied to
a war to the finish. If he fails, it ap-
pears likely that T. V. Soong, the
pro-American compradore - financier,
will assume power in South China.
T. V., who has the support of the U,
S., will, with American backing, sue
for peace with the Stalinists. Even
now a part of the Chinese warlord
and capitalist class is going over to
the Stalinists. U. S. capitalism hopes
for a new peace so it can trade with
both sides.

Vincent P. TOROSSIAN
Berkeley, Calif, '

“Comrade” Tito: Or a Postscript on the SWP

Two weeks ago, LABOR ACTION dealt at
length with the contortions of the Socialist Work-
ers Party in its attempt to wriggle out of the
theoretical difficulties in which the Tito-Stalin rift
had involved it. Among its squirmings, we indi-
cated the ambiguity of the SWP editorial on its
attitude toward Tito. We said that the editorial
seemed to support Tito and yet at the same time
managed not to say so explicitly. We pointed out
that the editorial practically identified Tito with
the masses of Yugoslavia and had just about hap-
tized the new Yugoslavia as a Workers’ and
Peasants’ State. Just about . . . but not quite, we

thought.

The SWP has now come out from under its
bushel and it is only proper to record the fact.
There can no longer be any question of ambiguity
or vagueness about its attitude toward Tito. Two
weeks after the editorial, there appeared in the
Militant a letter written by the International
Secretariat of the Fourth International to the
“Central Committee and to all Members of the

Communist Party of Yugoslavia.”

Fittingly, it opens with the saluation of “Com-

rades.” After pointing out to “Comrade” Tito and
the rest how they have been insulted and slan-
dered by the Kremlin and how they are now in a
position to, understand the real meaning of the
Moscow trials, the letter says: “You hold in your
hands a mighty power if only you summon
enough strength to persevere on the road of the
socialist revolution and its program.” The letter
urges Tito to “Keep up your fight!” It advises:
“Establish a regime of genuine workers’ democ-
racy in your party and in your country!” Since
this is “our first message to you” (apparently,
a long and rich correspondence is being initiated)

the letter does not choose to be ecritical of the

party. . . .”

past of Tito. “We wish rather to take note of the
prnlmise in your resistance—the promise of vie-
torious resistancy by a revolutionary workers

In this note, we wish only to record the fact
of the SWP position, not to dwell on it. Tito is
now a “comrade” to the secretariat of the Fourth
International, his party is a “revolutionary work-
ers party,” he is on the. “road of the soecialist
revolution” and need only “persevere” in it, and

since even these zealots recognize the undemo-
cratic character of Tito’s party, he is advised to
change that forthwith.

Clearly history has wasted its time on the
secretariat of the Fourth International. It is as if
the last twenty years did not happen and a left
opposition to Stalinism was still trying to change
it from inside the party, as loyal members, criti-
cal of the leadership and full of sound advice.
That is the SWP today, moving fast on the tread-
mill of its own program which has been carefully
immunized from contamination by history.

P.P.S. We learn that in a long letter to the
Congrt_ess of the Yugoslav party, the Fourth In-
ternational has asked to send a represéntative to

that congress. In the miraculous event that the

letter were read and the invitation accepted, it is
ironical to reflect what would have been the last
words of the representative as he lay in “Com-
rade” Tito’s concentration camp. Perhaps they
would have been: “Keep up the fight! Persevere
on the road to socialism!”

For the first time in 10 years Ohio
National Guardsmen were ordered to
intervene in a strike last week. The
three-month old strike of Local 768,
United Electrical Workers - CIO,

F Y

Since the story alongside was writ-
ten, the Univis strike has formally
ended with a vote by the strikers to
accept the new company terms. The
company offered to rehire all the
strikers on their old jobs or at jobs
with comparable rates. of pay, ex-
cept for 11 strikers, whom .the com-
pany charges with “illegal picketing"
and “excessive violence” and whose
cases will go to arbitration.

X Ve

against the Univis Lens Co. in Day-
ton was set back considerably by
this action of Governor Thomas J.
Herbert. Under the guns and tanks
of 700 National Guardsmen, the plant
was reopened Wednesday, August 4,
and non-strikers went to work.

The local union and other CIO
unions in Dayton had been massing
pickets to keep the Univis plant
closed. This was done despite a court
order limiting the number of pickets
to six. The company, through Day-
ton’'s Mayor Louis W. Lohrey, had
asked for the National Guard Friday,
July 30. In the following few days
the governor met with representa-
tives of the union and management.

Sunday, August 1, an agreement
was reached with the union’s leaders.
Univis had just previously granted
an 11 cent wage increase, in an at-
tempt to ifake the sting out of the
strike. The Sunday agreement was
that the strikers would return to
work, but that 11 leaders of the union

Congress

- (Continued from page 1)
known to both House and Senate
committees doing the sleuthing some
time ago. The special session was a
perfect time to publicize the mate-
rial and distract attention. Truman
again made some political capital by
his “red herring” charge against the
commitiees. The charges of the com-
mittees were involving too many for-
mer members of the official family.
Truman may have effectively parried,
for the time being anyway, the Re-
publicans’ planned counter-campaign
to his likely accusations of Republi-
can inaction on vital issues. But the
government prosecution of the lead-
ing Stalinists under the notorious
Smith Act awaits continued action
with the active collaboration of the
administration’'s Justice Department.

The housewife - consumers have
given the type of answer necessary
to combat the political shenanigans
of the two boss parties—mass action.
The Wallace - Stalinist Progressive
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who had been accused of picket line
violence would not return, and that
their cases would go to arbitration.

It seems fairly definite that the
UE international representative, Ar-
thur Garfield, had agreed to this poor
settlement and had claimed authority
to approve it. In any event the local
union met later Sunday and repudi-
ated this agreement, demanding that
all return to work with no discrimi-
nation. With pickets massed, the Uni-
vis Co. was unable to reopen and had
to await the forceful intervention of
the, Nafional Guard to accomplish
this.

The strike itself has a bitter and
confusing history..It started May 5
with a demand for a 13-cent wage in-
crease. On July 23 the UE lost a de-
certification election, 302 to 272. The
union claims it is still the bargaining
agent, as the NLRB has not yet cer-
tified the election. Just what caused
the union to lose the election is not
clear. Meanwhile an “independent”
union of non-strikers has appeared.

Under the guns of the Guard, man-
ageéement was able to resume produc-
tion, and the strike was rendered in-
effective. “With order restored”
(read: strike broken) the governor
has withdrawn the National Guard
and has offered to intervene again
for a settlement, if the union will
absolutely agree in advance to abide
by any settlement reached by its rep-
resentatives.

The latest news is that the union
has agreed to this, but now that the
plant is running, management has
lost interest in meeting with the un-
ion. The governor has done his job
for management, and the workers can
see for themselves just how “impar-
tial” the government can be.

Closes - -

Party will probably gain some sup-
port as a result of the antics of its
leading rivals, but its true complex-
ion has been too clearly revealed to
justify its taking in too many unwary
individuals. The sentiment for inde-
pendent labor political action should
increase daily. The time to begin or-

ganizing a genuine Labor Parly is '

The candidates of both Republican
and Democratic Parties, as well as
those of the Stalinist-organized Pro-
gressive Party must be summarily re-

jected—one and all. Any one of the °

three candidates for president nomi-
nated by socialist groups, Farrell
Dobbs of the Socialist Workers Party,
Norman Thomas of the Socialist Par-
ty or Edward Teichert of the Socialist
Labor Party, is an indicated choice,
We do not entirely agree with any of
them, and none represents a mass
political movement. But a vdte for
any of them is a vote against the ma-
chinations of capitalist and Stalinist
politicos. A socialist protest wvote
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By HAL DRAPER

The Socialist Workers Party’s Militant has
been stung to the quick. It complains in an August
9 editorial that the Workers Party (those durned
“Shachtmanites”) has refused to give sole, single
and undivided support to its own presidential
candidate, Dobbs.

It is horrified to discover that the WP thinks
pink Norman Thomas is no less and no more a
socialist than the Cannonite Dobbs (a “compli-
ment,” we shall point out, which cuts both ways)
and that the same goes for the Socialist Labor
Party’s Teichert. In other words, it is griping
about the fact that the WP has put Dobbs, Thom-
as and Teichert—the three socialist candidates
for the presidency—on the same footing and ad-
vises workers to cast a socialist protest vote by
voting for any one of them.

This simple proposition the Militant editorial
calls “shameful,” “without precedent,” and
“bizarre,” in that order. The middle term will be
worth discussing after we have disposed of a few
other features of the Militant diatribe that cannot
be left unnoticed. Suffice to say immediately that
we plead guilty to the charge of breaking prece-
dent. In fact we insist upon it. To the monolithie
SWP mind, we are aware, this closes the case: for
them the possibility of new departures in the
Marxist movement ended with Trotsky’s death.
Trotsky himself, o be sure, was a great Marxist
precisely because of the many precédents he so
brilliantly shattered, because of his unwillingness
to substitute a thumb index for a brain. Sad to
say, however, if the latter is lacking, the former

unsuccessfully replaces it.

THE LOGIC. OF HYPOCRISY

But first, the few necessary terse commenls
on the unsavory portions of the Militant editorial.
No Cannonite polemic would be complete without
such.

Right off, we call our readers’ attention to the
hypoeritical note of shock and disappointment in
their remarks. Why hypoeritical? Because no one
would ever suspect from merely reading this piece
of chicanery that it comes from the mouth of a
party which has consistently refused, in every
case that has come up in the past eight years, to
support a single candidate of the Workers Party
in any part of the country! In every case without
exception, from New York to Los Angeles, with
no candidate of their own running, their line was
to advocate abstention—that is, tell workers there
was no one to vote for, and certainly not to vote
for the WP.

Now logic also cuts both ways. On’what
ground can they pretend shocked surprise at our
refusal to support Dobbs against the field? There
is only one ground possible and that a politieal
one: on the ground of the similarity of our politi-
cal line with theirs, on the ground that our peli-
tics are sufficiently close to theirs to make it
mandatory that we favor them above Norman
Thomas and Teichert. Unless they claim this is so,
and are writing to convince the well-known “hon-
est workers” that this is so, they are hypocrites
and dodgers with whom one cannot even enjoy
useful discussion.

But they do not believe this is so. They shout
from their housetops that this is not so. And for
eight years they have acted on this belief. For if
our lines were that close, then they would have
béeén as. thoroughly obliged to support QUR candi-
dafes as they now feign pained surprise that we
refuse to support theirs.

Indeed it is this political question which is at
the heart of the matter. And the second piece of
blatant hypoerisy is that they deliberately conceal
from their readers our own forthright statement
on the matter, made by the same National Com-
mittee meeting (in its resolution on the SWP’s
international faction, the Fourth International
majority) which adopted the election statement.

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF SWP

As anyone interested in our movement knows,
up to recently we did indeed follow the policy of
giving support to SWP candidates in every case
where we ourselves had no competing candidate.
We did so precisely because we were following the
criterion stated above: we believed there was a
close enough political affinity between our two
movements to justify this policy. The SWP has
worked hard at the task of convincing us that no
such affinity exists. They have succeeded, not by
force of their content-less screams of anger .and
abuse, but by the hair-raising development of
their political line, their ever more rapid degener-
ation toward a “left” critical appendage of the
Stalinists.

We have noted this degeneration as we have
gone along and there is no need to repeat the
acrid details here. It happens, however, that even
as this is written, we learn of a latest development
which puts all others in the shade. It is an eleven-
page open letter addressed to the Yugoslav Com-
munist Party, the totalitarian tyrants of the Yu-
goslav people who have fallen out with the totali-
tarian tyrants of the Kremlin; it is signed by the
secretariat of the Fourth International. :

Addressing the Titos of Belgrade as “com-
rades,” written throughout in the gentle cooing
terms that one might use only toward honest rev-
olutionary rank-and-file workers breaking with
Stalinism, this astounding letter ends with the
slogan: “Yugoslav Communists, Let Us Unite
Our Forces for a New Leninist Internationall
For the World Vietory of Communism!” It asks
Tito “to permit a delegation of its [Fourth Inter-
national’s] leadership to attend your congress, to
make contact with the Yugoslav Communist move-
ment to knit close fraternal ties with you, which
can only be of service to the world Communist
movement.” The Fourth International leadership
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SWP Feigns Shock Over
Election Policy of WP

furthermore announces there “a vast campaign of
protest against the bureaucratic measures which
the Cominform has taken against you. . . Tomor-
row it will make known your documents in twenty
different languages, because a Communist cannot
tolerate that a militant be judged without a hear-
ir!g.”

Perhaps this letter is addressed to the "honest"
rank-and-file against Tito? Perish the thought! In a
remarkable passage it specifically warns against
those who may propose "to change your leader-
ship," in the course of warning against capitula-
tion to the Kremlin. While the language ties one up
with the other, there is not a word which even
hints that the Yugoslav CP might indeed benefit
from a change in leadership or even distantly
breathes of any difference in interest between the
ruling bureaucracy and the rank-and-file cadres, On
the contrary! The entire letter is an appeal to the
LEADERSHIP to follow the 'Leninist road," and
when it speaks of the "very great obstacles” to
this delightful consummation it points precisely to
the ranks: "A complete re-education of your cadres
in the spirit of true Leninism would be necessary.”
Needless to say after this, there is also not a word
in the entire eleven pages of belly-crawling to hint
that Yugeslavia under Tito is a totalitarian prison
state, . . .

We will go into detail elsewhere on this mon-
strous development in the Fourth Internationalist
movement. Though this document was not yet
known at the time, the recent meeting of our
National Committee already stated in precise po-
litical language a characterization of the leader-
ship which gave birth to it, which that leadership
only confirmed with unexpected rigor by produe-
ing it. Where before our characterization was a
deduction from a political analysis, it has in one
month become a simple deseription. The political
line of Cannonism is that of a “left” critical ap-
pendage of Stalinism, a ‘“democratic” wing of
Stalinism, so to speak.

TEST OF REVOLUTIONARY POLICY

It is therefore with a supple pen that the
Militant editorialist wrote: the WP “cannot dis-
tinguish between Thomas, a supporter of Ameri-
can imperialism, and Dobbs, a consistent opponent
of Wall Street and its policies.” Now being a
“consistent opponent of Wall Street and its poli-
cies” is ir itself no recommendation nowadays.
SO IS FOSTER AND THE ENTIRE STALIN-
IST BROOD. The SWP, clinging to its formula
of “defense of the Soviet Union,” is a supporter
of Russian imperialism in exactly the same sense
in which Norman Thomas is a supporter of Amer-
ican imperialism. That is the charge which our
pro-Stalinist “Trotskyists” (God save the mark!)
delicately -ignore.

The mark of a revolutionary Marxist feday is
consistent opposition to BOTH the imperialism of
Wall Street and the Kremlin, BOTH Washington
and Moscow. Both great imperialist poles wreak
their disorientation in the socialist movement: the
SWP is drawn toward one peole where the reform-
ists are drawn to the other. To paraphrase a well-
known remark of Trotsky's: pro-Russian Cannonism
and pro-American social-democracy “are symme#ri-
cal phenomena.”

We wish to point out another “symmetrical
phenomenon” inherent in the situation. The real
supporters of Norman Thomas get just as indig-
nant about our inclusion of the SWP’s man
Dobbs among the three socialist candidates we
present for a vote without preference, as does
the SWP about our inclusion of Norman Thomas.
And for the same social-patriotic reasons (wheth-
er it be American social-patriotism or ersatz
Russian). We cite, of course, the reaction of Al-
bert Goldman, who recently resigned from the
Workers Party with an outhurst of indignation
that bears in some respects an interesting simi-
larity to that of the SWP editorialist . . . the
similarity of being symmetrical, not identical.
Now, we can imagine an argument as to whether
it is less “soeialist” to support a totalitarian
butecher in another country than to support one's
“own” imperialist at home, but we politely decline
to participate in it.

THINGS THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND

Which brings us to a gem of our subject edi-
torial: “This [the WP’s] is the same kind of un-
principled politics which seeks to include in the
same party those like Albert Goldman and others
who acclaim the Marshall Plan, and those who
opposed it.” Writing of course before knowledge
of Goldman’s resignation, the totalitarian-minded
miniscules of the SWP just cannot help showing
the cloven hoof. As they know well enough, the
Workers Party has adopted a position of uncom-
promising opposition to the Marshall Plan as the
arm of American imperialism today. Exactly
what then are they complaining about? That
Goldman was not expelled for disagreeing with
the party majority? No other conclusion is re-
motely possible, nor is any other consistent with
the actual ideology of the Cannonites. Are they
complaining that we permit comrades to be mem-
bers of the Workers Party who favor the policy
of supporting Thomas against the field? Quite
apart from the fact that this is a legitimate dif-
ference of opinion for any but an outright Stal-
inist outfit, we beg to point out that in the Can-
nonite party and on the Cannonite National Com-
mittee are members who favor support of a party
which is neither socialist nor working-class, a
party which the SWP itself denominates a “third
capitalist party,” a party which we consider to
be essentially a Stalinist front—namely, the Wal-
lace party. i

Actually, the Militant rings in the name of
Goldman in order to put forward the “theory”
that our position on the elections was adopted as
“an obvious (sic) attempt to overcome its inter-
nal differences and reconcile the conflicting ten-
dencies within the organization.” The Cannonites
project their own spirit of internal party maneu-
vering onto our party. It is as if they had asked
themselves: “What might we do in a similar situ-
ation?” Let us make this perfectly clear: The

Workers Party does not operate that way.

We have made it clear that it is politically
impossible, from OUR point of view, to express
a preference as between the pro-Russianism of
the SWP and the pro-Westernism of the reformist
socialists. This is an inherent and integral part
of our basic view of refusing to support one of
the imperialisms against the other; it flows from
that political position and no other. There is in-
deed only one other position on the election cam-
paign which is consistent with that approach:
namely, refusal to support any. candidate at all,

{Continued in last ¢olumn)

New U. S. Policy in Japan

A new labor policy has been announced by the
Japanese cabinet which formalizes the new social pol-
icy of the occupation. This new decree, based on an
order from MacArthur’s headquarters, was issued al-
most on the anniversary of the third year of the occu-
pation. It indicates the basic revision of American pol-
icy in Japan and in the Pacific.
~The decree does the following: it ends collective
bargdining for government workers, reduces the func-
tion of the government workers' unions to "advising"
officials, prohibits strikes in government agencies and
prohibits union functionaries on government premises,
alse withdrawing all physical and financial support to
these unions.

This last point refers to a unique Japanese phe-
nomenon which is a heritage of the paternalistic order
in industry. Most Japanese unions hold meetings dur-
ing working hours, in halls provided by the employers,
and most union officials are paid directly by the em-
ployers as part of the regular payroll. Also, offices and
office equpiment, as well as most union expenses are
paid by the employer. These subsidies are now ended
for government workers’ unions.

REACTION COMES OUT OF SHADOWS

About one and a half million workers are thus af-
fected. Most of them are organized in the NCIU (Nip-
pon Congreéss of Industrial Unions) and are under
heavy Stalinist influence. In fact, these unions consti-
tute the largest bloc in the NCIU and, through them,
the most substantial bases for Stalinist trade union
power. The Communist Party had concentrated these
last three years on these government unions. The de-
ctee, in this séhse, will most immediately seriously
damage and weaken the CP formal position in the
labor unions.

The largest unions involved are the Transport and
Communications organizations. In Japan the govern-
ment operates monopolies in a number of service and
productive fields which in the U. 8. are privately
ovwned. Most of the railroads, telegraph and telephone,
tobacco, many shipyards and electric power stations
are government-owned. The workers in all these fields
are affected. In effect, a huge bloc of workers are split
off from the organized labor miovement and put in a
separate pale.

These government workers' unions were the most
atfive organizers of the aborted general strike of Feb-
ruary 1, 1947, which marked the high-water mark of
union advancement, of laber unify and organization, dnd
was the turning point in occupation policy from one of
encourdgément of workers' organization, then to toler-
ance, and during the past year to increasingly open
attacks. )

Class relations have been sharply altered by these
changes. The working class operates in an increasingly
hostile political and social milieu. The trend toward the
right in polities parallels the resurgence of the
Zaibatsu (financial clique). The governmental bureau-
cracy is regaining its old arrogance. The ruling class
no longer is uncertain, confused and fearful. It now
has powerful national parties and is openly forming a
new centeér for rightist politics. Reaction has come out
of the shadows to open alliance with the occupation,
inbsupport of thu new social policy of struggle against
apor,

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IS DETERIORATING

The position of the labor mevement has steadily de-
teriorated sirice MacArthur broke the February, 1947
general strike, even though the Social Democratic
Party led the government for much of this time and
now participates in a bourgeois coalition. The Social
Democracy came to power last summer as a result of
the political upsurge at the April elections, when labor,
defeated on the union front, turned to strong parlia-
mentary action. However, the Social Democracy did not
carry through a single one of the reforms its program
had promised. It was a do-nething cabinet, while the
economic and social situation continued to. deteriorate
sharply. Its sole important action was to fix wages and
prices, enforeing only the former.

The present govermment of Ashida is a coalition of
the Demécratic, Cooperative and Social Democratic Par-
fies. This government has proved ifself to be a pliable
tool for the occupation, initiating only what the occu-
pafion has demanded. It has maintained the wage freeze
for government workers, has not been able to stabilize
prices or control the black market, has reduced taxes
on profits and raised profit ceilings.

Its worst aspect is the presence of Kanju Kato and
M. Suzuki in the cabinet. These men are the leaders of
the “left-wing” of the SDP, a centrist grouping which
won control at the last Party Congress. These men,
with reputations for militancy, have capitulated at
every step, and by remaining in the cabinet now give
acquiescence to the new -anti-labor decrees. With their
failure, the hopes which the masses placed in the SDP
have been struck a serious blow. It can be expected that
the CP will gain considerably in popularity as a con-
sequence. The Social Democracy is rapidly deteriorat-
ing, under the regime of the Centrists, to its pre-war
conservatism and to the open support of American
imperialism. '

)

Stalinism has had a difficult time in occupied Japan.
Though it has not suffered any special disabilities and
has operated with complete freedom, it has not won the
confidence of the working masses. It has only about
30,000 members. Its relation to the NCIU is similar to
its place in the American unions which it controls:
that is, its dominance is from the top, by virtue of key

- positions rather than from mass membership support.

STALINISTS MAKE NATIONALIST APPEAL

The CPJ suffers from the popular hatred of Russia,
which still holds 500,000 Japanese soldiers in forced
labor camps, and from the tales of privation and terror

which have come down from newly Russian-occupied -

Southern Sakhalin. Also dominating all thinking is the
fear of war between Russia and the U. S. While the Jap-
anese do not relish being a floating airfield for U. S.
bankers, they prefer being an airfield than being a com-
pletely undefended atomic target for both powers.

Recently tle CP has begun a serious campaign to
achieve mass popularity. It has led the fight for an end
to the wage freeze and other economic issues. It has
opened a far-reaching struggle against the increas-
ingly-hated Ashida regime, demanding its resignation.
And now for the first time the CP declares, “war
against fascism and third party interference.” This
is the most open opposition to the oceupation that any
party has uttered. Heretofore, all parties, from left to
right, have supported the occupation.

The new CP line has so far developed along national-
ist lines. If the centrists have become more pro-Amer-
ican, the Stalinists have become more chauvinistic. They
have perverted the struggle for national independence
by orienting their nationalist appeal along traditional
jingoist lines. Thus, for example, they have revived the
slogan of "Asia for the Asiatics,” and their press talks
of the "Yamato race," the chauvinistic master.-race term
of the militarists, This is the adaptation of Russian pslicy
for Asia to Japan. The CP will increasingly atiempt to
organize a struggle against the occupation, and in all
probability on a distorted nationalist and racist basis.

Nevertheless, the Stalinists may very well grow in
the next period. Their nationalism, combined with
critical opposition to occupation policies, may make
them the center of popular tendencies which are moving
toward a break with the occupation.

RECONSTRUCTING A ZAIBATSU JAPAN

The new anti-labor decrees were actually formu-
lated by MacArthur’s office. They were immediately
understood by the reactionaries as constituting a green
light for an all-sided anti-labor offensive led by ' the
government and under the cry of anti-Communism,
The attempted assassination of Tokuda, CP chieftain,
arrest of strikers, use of U. 8. Army units to break
picket lines, as at the Yokasuka Arsenal last month—
all these are the conditions of the new social offensive
from the right. There must grow an increasing antag-
onism between the occupation and the masses as Maec-
Arthur further implements the new American policy.
Unless a democratic, revolutionary alternative develops
out of the SDP left-wing, Stalinism will gain.

The occupation has now taken a decisive turn toward
reconstruction of a Zaibatsu Japan baseéd on a subordi-
nafed ruling class and ‘a subjugated laboring class. At
the war's end, American Pacific policy was predicated
on the transformation of a politically unified China into
a continental po!iﬂeal. economic and military-stronghold
for American imperialism. Tn such an Asiatic context,
Japan was assigned the role of a passive, demilitarized
base. The social policy which flowed from this was the
weakening of the Zaibatsu, extensive deindustrialization
and limitation of Japanese industry to a few consumers'
items produced by handicraft production. The labor
movement was encouraged as one of the instruments for
undermining the Zaibatsu and providing a popular sup-
port for American policy.

But China is rapidly going Stalinist. The American
imperialist dream has been shattered by the victories
of its adversary. The China policy of the U. 8. is bank-
rupt. In this new context of a narrowing American
area in the Pacific, the U. S. has turned toward Japan.
A Pacific demilitarized Japan is insufficient for U. S.
imperialist needs now. The new policy based on the
Draper-Johnston report of April 1947, calls for recon-
struction of heavy industry with the aid of American
loans amounting to a half billion dollars. It places em-
phasis on an expanded steel industry and puts an end to
reparations or desruction of trusts. It looks toward a
Zaibatsu Japan oriented toward heavy industry, with
light industry serving as an auxiliary to the former
supplied by export items, but not for internal distribu-
tion or raising living standards. Such an 'economic
structure will base itself on low wages and increased
exploitation of labor.

As the political weather-vane now meves to the
right, the present government coalition<—a Milquetoast
third force—will fall. This present cabinet will prob-
ably fall this winter. The SDP will be driven out of
the government. When the reaction has stabilized it-
self and proven its ability to implement American pol-
icy, the occupation may come to an end. Such is the
trend of the moment.

JACK BRAD

Moscow Parleys on Berlin - -

(Continued from page 1)
blockade continues. For.the mere
continuation of the bloekade, espe-
cially into the winter months, will
make it increasingly difficult for the
. 8. to sustain its airlift feeding and
fueling of Berlin, On the other hand,
conferences guaranteed in advance
to be futile, are precisely what the
U. S. does nat want. H it cannot get
the blockade lifted by diplomacy, and
if it is not yet ready to start shoot-
ing, then the U. S. is anxious to pro-
ceed full speed in the seiting up of
Western' Germany, the integration of
the new unit into the Marshall Plan
and the building of a strong West
German state in preparation for the
war against Russia.
~ Though there seems no way, short
of war, out of this stalemate, it seems
clear that neither side wants war
immediately. Certainly, neither side
can risk the onus of having started
the war. And Russia, at least, is in-
dustrially not prepared to fight it.
Time serves Russia well. While it
continues to integrate the economies
of Eastern Europe into the Russian
economy, while it builds up its own
industrial strength, it is now, less
spectacularly but none the less sure-

peaoe!

1y, making tremendous gains in Asia,’
primarily in China.

Delay, conferences, verbal conces-
sions seem 1o favor Russia more than
they do the U. S. There will no doubt
be some alleviation of the tension
over Berlin by minor concessions on
both sides. The U. S. is reported to
be willing fo accept the Russian cur-
rency for Berlin, but even here with
such conditions as the Russians find
unacceptable. Thus the jockeying and
the cold war communigques will con-
tinue. In the meantime, Germany will
be partitioned in fact, if not on pa-
per, and the city of Berlin will con-
tinue its blockaded exisfence.

It is this aspect of the Berlin situa-
tion which is perhaps the most fan-
tastic and the most ominous. The fact
that a great power can proceed, de-
liberately and effectively, to starve
out one of the great cities of the
world is a_sign of the callous barbar-
ism of - modern politics. Berlin in a
state of siege, and this in a state of

What will the war be like, what
consideration for simple humanity, if
this can be attempted in peacetime?
And the counterplay by the U, S.—
this enormous, awe-inspiring airlift
which flexes all the powerful mus-

"cles of the industrial giant. of Amer-
ica—what a frightening portent. For
bombs take up less space than coal
and do somewhat more damage,
Berlin sums up the irreconcilable
antagonisms df the great powers. The
very methods of the cold war itself,
the attempted use of mass starvation
and large air fleets, the apparent im-
possibility of any peaceful solution
signify both destructiveness and the
inevitability of the next war. Inev-
itable, that is, if the decision of war
and peace remains in the hands of
the great imiperialist pdwers,
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Philadelphia Story

ANTI-UNION "PURGE"
HIT BY UE PAMPHLET

By ANNE RUSSELL J b T

This is another kind of Philadelphia story.
It's a tale of two men, Frank Carner and Herb
Lewin, union militants fired by the Westinghouse
Electric Company early in July, ard how they
were reinstated by a stirring demonstration of
workers’ solidarity. ) '

The story is told, simply but powerfully, in a
Pamphlet just issued by Loeal 107, United Elec-
trical, Radio and Machine Workers of Ameérica
(CIO), entitled “Equal Justice Under Law.”

Carner, an engineer, and Lewin, a sheet-metal
worke:g‘, were summarily fired by the giant cor-
portation on the advice of the navy that they were
“poor security risks.” No charges, no evidence,
and no proof were presented either by the navy
or the company.

The union officials exhausted the grievance
procedure. The navy specified that the men had
to be excluded from certain “classified areas,” not
from the entire plant. But the company was
adamant: it welcomed this opportunity to slash
out at the union.

_ The 6000 union members, veterans of many
bitter struggles against the company, demon-
strated their understanding of this kKind -of “loy-
alty purge.”. On July 12, when the second firing
took place, an emergency meeting convened on
company property. The members voted a sitdown
strike—the first major sitdown in the last ten
years. The workers from the other two shifts
Joined forces, and for 26 hours the plant was held
b“’f the strikers until the company agreed to meet
with the union to resolve the cases. .

The UE pamphlet places its finger on the
threat contained in the firings: “This action not
only places the job of every individual in jeop-
fxrd_y, but is the beginning of a potential blacklist
in industry that will prevent those individuals on
it from ever being employed anywhere.” Carner
and Lewin were but symbols for the Smiths and
Jones who might suddenly be “purged” tomorrow.

CIO Secretary-Treasurer James B. Carey, in
Philadelphia at the time, came to the vigorous
support of the embattled unionists. His strong
letter to the secretary of the navy charged that
the autocrat of the navy and the company dis-
played "Pn outrageous disregard of thé sacred
human pghts of two American citizens” and en-
‘g‘aged in “highly provocative procedures” and

star-chamber sessions.”

. Carey’s letter pointed out: “It is highly pos-
s:b]e., even probable, that Carner and Lewin are
not in agreement with some of the policies of the
Westinghouse concern or with those of the De-
partment of Defense, or even with those of the
U. 8. government. I say quite frankly that I per-
son'al_ly am in frequent disagreement with the
pol{cges of industrial management and with the
policies” of my government. I say so publicly.
However, such disagreement . . . is'evidence of
vigorous loyalty to the democratic procedure un-
der which we are presumed to live.”

. UE Local 107 did more than preserve the
right of the labor movement to question and chal- .
lenge. By its inspiring unity of action, it demon-
strated to American labor hiow to repulse attacks
on the union movement and on the vital eivil
liberties of members. In their words, “For the
first time in a long time Americans have fdught.
ha_ck . . . fought back and won! That’s what makes
this story different. Plain people in the face of
much opposition stood up and were counted when
they recognized their civil liberties being threat-
ened. We haven’t been hearing about this kind of
thing lately, especially in the trade-union move-
ment.”

This hard-hitting pamphlet, which so clearly
delineates the meaning of the events and points
out the road for labor-to follow, may be obtained
from Local 107, United Electrical Workers, 845
Bartram Avenue, Essington, Penna,

Election Policy - -

(Continued from second column) g
abstention in the campaign.

Which brings us to the question of “prece-
dents.” As has so often been true in the United
States, where the political backwardness of the
labor movement is so evident and the socialist
movement correspondingly weak, the revolution-
ary party is unable to run a candidate of its own
—to raise its own banner on the electoral field.
The sacred “precedent” to which the Militant re-
fers so awesomely has been that, in such case, you
tell the working class not to vote, or at least,
that it doesn’t make any difference.

Now what gives pause about this advice is not
that the working class is not going to take it:
that, alas, is a blow which we are accustomed to
w_lth;tand. What must give pause is that the ad-
viee is not justified from our own point of view.

We have touched upon cur disagreements with
the socialist groups running candiddtes. We dis-
agree with them' on important questions. We diso
disagree with the Democrats, Republicans and Wal-
laceites. The "precedent” has been that all these
disagreements are put on the same footing and no
distinctions drawn. This does not, however, corre-
spond to the actual issues which are posed in the
question of electoral choice. The differences be-
tween ourselves on the one hand and Themas,
Dcbbs or Teichert on the other will not and cannot
'!igure in the casting of a vote by any worker—it
is a difference on WHICH socialist pregram to
follow. But: the differences between Thomas, Dobbs,
and Teichert on the one hand AND THE CAPITAL-
IST CANDIDATES ON THE OTHER HAND will in-
deed figure in the casting of d vote by @ worker—
and it is a difference between casting a socialist
profest vote or ENDORSING CAPITALISM.

This is the difference, and the ONLY differ-
ence, with which we are concerned in advising
workers how to vote on the day in Noverber
when they are called upon to do so. For reasons
\?hich are inescapable precisely from our own po-
litical viewpoint, we consider a protest vote for
Thomas as meaningful an act as a vote for Dobbs
or Teichert, and vice versa,

When the AFL or CIO has (often) endorsed
more than one candidate for the same office with
the comment “no preference,” it is also because
from the viewpoint of THEIR politics, they see
no distinction between the two sufficient to war-
rant a choice. We have not heard this procedure
called “shameful,” “bizarre,” or blessed with any
other epithets by the gentlemen of the SWP" ex-
cept insofar as the attack is leveled against the
idea of endorsing ANY capitalist candidate, one
or two or three. For us, we endorse the socialist
candidates, “no preference.” '
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Chapier 2
What Has Happened?

HE truth is that something new has been added to

American life, something that our grandfathers
and great-grandfathers did not have to put up with: the
growth of monopoly in all fields of life, '

Beginning in 1900 with the organization of the first
billion-dollar corporation, U. S. Steel, industry after in-
dustry has been captured by monopoly, until today there
are more than forty billion-dollar corporations exercis-
ing a controlling interest in almost every important field
—banking, insurance, railroading, steel, auto, rubber,
aluminum, shipping, food, liquor, farm machinery, etec.

The system has grown old. Capitalism, which at one
time permitted a progressive development of the na-
tion’s resources, has today turned into a fetter to fur-
ther development.

Free land has disappeared. New inventions, unless
they have a military value, are suppressed by the hun-
dreds. The national debt has increased to more than
$250 billion. The nation is being more and more saddled
with a military hierarchy. The fingers of the big banks
are everywhere,

The federal police apparatus has grown enormously,
together with repressive laws against the people. Trans-
portation and distribution costs each year take a larger
share of the nation’s income, swallowing up 58 per cent
of the consumer’s dollar. The dollar itself becomes of
less and less value as prices rise to the highest in his-
tory. Corporate profits in the opening months of 1948
are at an all-time high.

But there is no prosperity for the masses.

ot

Monopoly Spreads

Liberal capitalism, based upon free trade and com-
petition, has receded into the past, never to be recalled.
It has been succeeded by monopoly capitalism, the rule
of the banks, and by bureaucratic government “plan-
ning.”

The United States, which from 1790 to 1890 ap-
peared to the world as a great progressive force, the
enemy of every tyrant and the friend of every free man,
has turned into its opposite. The U. S. appears today in
Europe and Asia and Latin America and Africa as a
reactionary force. There is no anti-democratic gangster
government anywhere on the earth outside the sphere
of its Russian rival but cannot be assured of support
from Washington—whether it be in China, Indonesia,
Iran, Egypt, Greece, Turkey, South Africa, Italy,
France, Colombi4d or Brazil,

By all odds, the one most important factor bearing
upon the lives of every person in the United States is
the spread of monopoly. Steadily since 1900, monopoly
has imprisoned segment after segment of the Ameri-
can economy, removing it from competition, lifting it
above the people.

Under both Republican and Democratic administra-
tions, monopoly has quietly advanced. Never did it grow

Chapters I-'rom a New Pumphlet by Jack Ranger

A Labor Party—A “Must” for American Workers

so swiftly as under the administration of Frankhn D.
Roosevelt, from the days of the Blue Eagle to the war,

With the post-war gift of the war factories to the mo- - -

nopolists, the latter may be said to have virtually com-
pleted their conquest of the United States. They have
within their iron grasp all the most important indus-

. tries of this nation, and can only grow further by gob-

bling up each other or by expanding their grlp beyond

the borders to other continents.

How hypocritical was big business in 1946 when it
ordered its politicians to end price control, with the sly

lie that ‘“the play of natural supply-and-demand fac-

tors” would bring down prices!

Here is the point. Once monopoly controls an indus-
try, that industry is lifted above ‘“the play of natural
supply-and-demand factors.” Supply and demand, the
old “law” of competitive capitalism under which our
grandfathers lived, no longer operates in a monopolized
economy. The monopoly, through its control of the sup-
ply, can charge any price it wishes, usually selecting
that price at which its profits will be largest.

Monopoly pricing factors disregard the needs of the
people. The monopoly takes its toll from the entire na-
tion, forcing not only consumers but other less strongly
organized industry to pay it ransom.

Giants of Capitalism

How much of .our economy is now within the kmg-
dom of monopoly ?

In many industries (according to the government’s
Temporary National Economic Committee) concentra-
tion has reached the point where one or two companies
control nine-tenths of the supply. A partial list of in-
dustries where there is only one dominant company (in
1937) would include: aluminum, shoe machinery, glass
container machinery, optical glass, nickel, molybdenum,
magnesium, magnesium alloys, telephone service, inter-
national communications, Pullman cars, transoceanic
aviation, beryllium, ete.

Summaries of corporate income-tax returns for
1937 (the last “normal” year) showed that the 394
largest corporatlons in this country—less than one-
tenth of one per cent of the total number reportmg
—owned about 45 per cent of the total corporate assets.

A special Securities and Exchange Commission study
prepared for the TNEC showed the distribution of own-
ership in the 200 largest non-financial corporations in
the United States. These 200 giants owned 40 per cent
of the asgets of all non-financial corporations, anc][ ac-
counted for nearly 45 per ‘cent of the dividends dis I‘lb-
uted by such corporations. Their capital stock was val-
ued at 65 per cent of the total of all non-financial cor-
porations listed on the New York Stock and Curb Ex-
changes at the end of 1937. The SEC study showed that,
in 1937, 75,000 persons owned fully half of all corpo-
rate stock held by individuals in this country.

Since the above figures were complled, monopoly has
walked in seven-league boots, impelled by the war dur-

ing which 100 large companies held 76 per cent of all
war supplies contracts in excess of $50,000.

Those'industries not already controlled by monopoly
achieve economic results similar to a monopoly through
secret nation-wide price-fixing agreements by which*
all pledge not to cut prices below a certain figure. A tre-
mendous extension of the price-fixing racket, covering
even small items sold .in drug and grocery stores, is the
“Fair Trade Practice” law, whereby retailers are re-
fused permission to handle an item unless they pledge,
under penalty, not to sell it below a certain figure—
that is, to hold up the public. ‘

The monopolists today hold in their hands the
threads that control the economy and the politics of
this nation, and that détermine the life of every person
in America—what price we shall pay for the commodi-
ties we must have to live, whether we shall go to war,
and where we shall go to war.

Where were the Republican and Demoecratic parties
when the monopolists were taking over the economy ?—
the outraged “innocent” may ask.

The answer is simple: One of the fields where mo-
nopoly holds sway is the field of politics. The Republi-
can and Democratic parties are the political servants
of the monopolists, as we shall shortly show. These par-
ties protect the monopolists and guard' them from the
charge of evading the law.

Oh, to be sure, the Department of Justice prosecutes '

the monopolists. It is forever filing anti-trust suits
against the monopolists. But nothing happens,

The monopolists control the courts, from the Roose-
velt-packed Supreme Court on down. Oceasionally (and
more and more seldom as the monopolists wax stronger)
light fines are levied, which the monopolists pay as eas-
ily as you pay your carfare to work. For the monopolists
can gouge the amount of the fine from the public in an
hour of business. _

How long has this been going on? Since 1900 and
before, when U. S. Steel and Standard Oil were formed.
Under Theodore Roosevelt, under Taft, Wilson, Hard-
ing, Coolidge, Hoover, Franklin Roosevelt, and Truman.

Time and again the parties of capitalism have in-
vestigated the trusts. The facts have been recorded. The
most notable of these investigations were the Trust In-
vestigation of 1900; the Armstrong Committee of 1906;
the Stanley Committee of 1911; the Pujo Money Trust
investigation of 1912; the Industrial Commission of
1916; the belated exposure of war profiteering by the
Nye Committee in the 1930; the O’Mahoney Monopoly
Committee (Temporary National Economic Committee
was its official title) ; and the Truman Committee of the
Senate. But nothing has ever been done.

Monopoly and War

Just as the conquest of the Amerlcan economy by
monopoly has made for artificially high prices at home,
so has it made for war abroad.

Most of the American trusts haye large financial

stakes in other countries, in Latin America, Europe,
Asia; Africa. They own factories abroad, obtain raw

-materials abroad, have large investments abroad, have

markets abroad, and they all hope with good reason
(under the .bipartisan foreign policy of their political

‘agents) to further enlarge their foreign holdings.

Whenever a war begins anywhere in the world—even
such a “little” war as in -Palestine—it immediately
threatens the interests of American big business. The
bankers go to work on the State Department, the State
Department goes to work on the warring powers, and
if the private investments abroad of U. 8. capitalists are
not' protected, the State Department and the White
House find means of provoking “incidents” which de-
mand the intervention of the U. S. army and navy. The
country is in the war. It was thus in 1917, it was thus
in 1941, it will be thus tomorrow.

Why are American warships and marines in the
Mediterranean today, why is President Truman giving
hundreds of millions of dollars to the tyrannous rulers
of Greece and Turkey, why is Washington pursuing a
doube' game in Palestine and waging a “cold war”
against its imperialist rival, Russia? It should be crys-
tal-clear to anyone with an elementary knowledge of the
world’s resources that a large part of the answer lies
in the fabulous oil reserves of the Near East, in the

. huge stakes in those reserves by U. S. oil companies,

and in the threat to those investments from Russia and
from the Palestinian hostilities.

]

Monopoly in Politics Too ' ‘

Long before Marx saw the light of day, American
political philosophers like James Madison and Alexan-
der Hamilton understood very clearly that politics is
but a reflection and extension of economic interests, and
that the dominant economic interests in any nation dic-
tate the policies of that nation.

So it has proved with the monopolists, as the next
chapter will show. Just as the economic wealth of the
nation has become concentrated in the hands of fewer
and fewer individuals commanding immense wealth, so
have these same individuals extended their monopolist
sway over the politics of the nation.

It is no exaggeration to say, for instance, that one
corporation such as Standard Oil and its sister com-
panies and subsidiaries swings a thousand times more
weight in Washington than the 16 million members of
organized labor.

Big business since 1900 has monopolized the politics
of the nation, as it has monopollzed the nation’s econ-
omy.

This booklet presents a plan and a program to the
workers and farmers of America to break the political
monopoly of big business and to build a labor party
which can take over the federal government and the
-state governments and place the political control of the
nation in the hands of those who produce the nation’s
wealth, not in the hands of those who exploit the wealth
and the people for their own narrow interests.

New Light on the Masaryk Suicide

WP Ballot Campaign in New York
East Side Hits Holf-Way Mark

NEW YORK —The campaign to

drive of the press and government

By BEN HALL

In suicide, Jan Masaryk did not
issue a heroie summons to the Czech
people to begin the fight for their
own liberty and independence. Quite
the opposite. His death was a last
futile appeal, obsequious as in life,
to Stalin, and only Stalin begging
for his intervention to preserve capi-
talist Czechoslovakia from Czech Sta-
linism in the interests of Russian
Stalinism. Masaryk died without a
word to the Czech people, for in fact
he had nothing to tell them except
the advice to remain quiescent and
passive subjects of Russian imperial-
ism. He killed himself not to ensure
but to forestall all possible mass re-
sistance to the Stalinist regime.

Silent in public, he spoke in se-
cret to the real master. Several hours
before committing suicide he ad-
dressed a letter to Stalin explaining
the political significance of his act.
This letter, of first rate importance
in clarifying the development of the
Czech events, appears in the July 17
issue of the New Leader, which re-
prints it from the French paper
Combat.

BASIS OF POLICY

Discovered on Masaryk’s desk af-
ter his suicide by Nosek, the Czech
Stalinist Minister of Internal Af-
fan's. and transmitted to Russia, it

was seen by Captain Ivan Krylov;;

a - Russian intelligence officer, who
obtained a copy through a contact in
the office of Marshal Bulganin, Rus-
sian Minister of War and a member
of the Politburo. On April 24, Kry-
lov, who had left Moscow on a spe-
cial mission, decided to break with
the Kremlin and take up residence
in the West. Shortly thereafter, he
turned the Masaryk letter over to
the French press. Combat, before
printing the letter, carefully investi-
gated Krylov's claims and back-
ground. The leiter provides docu-
mentary evidence not simply of the
incapacity of the bourgeoisie to fight
for the independence of Czechoslo-
vakia from Russian imperialism, but
of its deliberate and conscious policy

of undermining and preventing any
such struggle.

(1) In Masaryk's view, the “inde-
pendence” of Czechoslovakia was to
be ensured by total and complete
subservience to Russia. The Czech
bourgeoisie was the best guardian of
Russian interests and in' return he
expected Stalin to be the best guar-
dian of its bourgeois regime. All of
Masaryk's political acts, including
the suicide itself, was based wupon
this policy.

“Even in the days of my youth "
writes Masaryk in his secret letter to
Stalin, “my father taught me that an
independent Czechoslovakia could
never exist without the direct and
effective support of Russia against
the waves of the German sea. This
notion has been deeply rooted in me,
as deeply as in the majority of Czech
politicians. We, the Czechs, always
thought that we could not rely on
any country with the exception of
Russia, to defend us against Ger-
manism.” And he goes on to record
a long record of service by the Czech
bourgeoisie to Russian imperialism

. even under the Czar. “I speeded up

as much as I could the cession of the
Bohemian uranium mines from Cze-
choslovakia to your country in order
to show you clearly that in any armed
conflict we would side with the
USSR.” And on the Marshall Plan
he continues, “In refusing this aid
I once more gave tangible proof that
the foreign policy of my country
aligned itself loyally with the inter-

“'ests of the USSR.”

EXPECTED STALIN’S AID

(2) The February coup, pleads Ma-
saryk, endangers the defense of . . .
Russia. For, “there are thousands and
thousands of intellectuals without
whom you will never be able to
erect your bastion of defense in Cen-
tral Europe and render the Bohemian
quadrilateral impregnable. Without
this, all your precautionary measures
will prove ineffectual, one day; for

when the hour of mortal danger'

strikes for your country and all the
Slavs, you will have here but a gov-

,unlimited confidence
' Benes and above all in me. . . .” Sta-

ernment hated by its country, de-
spised by its ELITE, a government
relying solely on the bayonets of its
police and gendarmerie.”

(3) Masaryk himself played a key
role in legalizing the February Gott-
wald cabinet. “You know well,” he
reminds Stalin, “that my support
played a decisive part and that after
my intervention, President Benes
gave his consent to the formation of
the new Gottwald cabinet, thus fore-
stalling civil war and a break be-
tween our country and the USSR.”

(4) For services rendered, past,
present and future, Masaryk expect-
ed Stalin’s aid in preventing a Sta-

" linist coup. “Right from the outset

of the last government crisis, I want-
ed to -know your personal opinion of
the claims of the Czech Communist
Party. .. . . You explained to me that

“ the USSR.‘ as a measure of preven-

tive security, needed -in Prague a
strong government, completely loyal
both to the spirit and letter of the
Russo-Czech alliance. ... You had
in President

lin maintained that the Czech Na-
tional Assembly was “full of traitors
and sworn enemies of the USSR” but
Masaryk did not take this seriously.
“In any case,” continues Masaryk,
“you clarified the question by indi-
cating that the claims of the Com-
munist' Party by no means aimed at
the sovietization of our country, but
that the party simply wanted to ful-
fill its duties toward its native land
and toward Slav solidarity. . . . “He
(Zorin, the Russian ambassador to
Czechoslovakia) had given me a
formal assurance in writing that the
Communist Party’ would nbt take
advantage of the situation by seiz-
ing the government and applying in
our country political and economic
principles completely foreign to our
people and its entire history.”

But all these assurances were
worthless paper, Masaryk saw no
way out except through a last and
dramatic appeal to Stalin. His letter
concludes as follows: “You still have
time to stop the policy of sovietiza-

tion of my country. Make haste, for
soon it will perhaps be too late.”

TO DIE IN SILENCE

(5) Not for one second did Masa-
ryk dream of organizing or inspiring
a struggle against Russian domina-
tion. “At my last conversation with
President Benes, he reproached me
with having had confidence in the
promises made ‘to me by Mr. Zorin
in your name. I could have openly
acknowledged my mistake, could
have demonstratively resigned and
started fighting against the Gottwald
government and its policy. But that
would have been a struggle against
the legitimate government of Rus-
sia! Never will the son of Masaryk
be able to fight against the govern-
ment that rules Russia, never will
he be able to give the slightest pre-
text to the enemies of Russia who
watch for your faults and .delusions
in order to utilize them better against
the cradle of Slav peoples. ... I am
not the only one who renounces the
fight for his ideal of freedom if this
fight compels him to combat Russia.”
And further: “I cannot live without
freedom, I cannot fight for it, be-
cause Jan Masaryk cannot fight even
indirectly against Russia and her
government.”

(6). Masaryk. dedicated himself to
avoiding and preventing any strug-
gle by the Czech people. His actions,
he repeats many times, were designed
to avoid “civil war.” “There is but
one thing left for me to do—to die,
to die in silence in order to prevent
my deed from serving as a pretext
for those who would provoke ecivil
war in Czechoslovakia.”

L ]

Most significantly, the letter makes
no reference of any kind to the role

of the masses in the Czech events, .

except that the constant repudiation
of civil war implies of course a policy
of avoiding and preventing mass ac-
tion. Masaryk does not threaten Sta-
lin with the possibility of serious
mass resistance, even in this secret
letter. The people play no role at all
in his thinking. He did not see them

as active opponents of Stalinism; ner
did he see them as active supporters
of the Stalinist coup. They simply did
not exist as a factor that fitted into
his political program; either FOR or
AGAINST the Stalinist regime, Ev-

BLOCKED MASSES

The parliamentary regime and the
democratic atmosphere for which Ma-
saryk yearned served simply as a
means whereby he could rally the
people to VOTE for the Masaryks
and Beneses, who in turn could de-
liver the support received at the polls
to Stalin, who in his turn would call
off his Stalinist dogs. Masaryk under-

In the light of the Masaryk letter
we can better understand the Feb-
ruary coup. We see the Czech bour-
geois democracy not as a force which
desperately tried to organize a strug-
gle for democratic rights and failed
to gain mass support, but rather as
a force which did everything possi-

ble to prevent mass resistance and

succeeded . . . only to succumb in
the long run because Stalin’s aims
did not correspond with their own.

From the end -of the Hitler domi-
nation to the Stalinist coup in Febru-
ary, Czech political life was filled in
by a unanimous drive to remove the
masses from the social arena as an
active political force. The Stalinists
infiltrated into key state positions
under the protection of Russian bayo-
nets and built up their real appara-
tus, the military - police structure
which serves as a substitute for ac-
tive mass support. Masaryk - Benes
substituted their deals with Stalin
for mass action. Shielded by Russian
military power, guaranteed against
mass resistance by the policies of
their enemies and provided a legal
cover by Benes-Masaryk, the Stalin-
ist apparatus resting upon a tiny mij-
nority completed its seizure of power
and the establishment of its dictator-
ship. Not the entry of the masses into
the struggle but their removal, con-
sciously and deliberately planned by
both the supporters and the oppo-
nents of Stalinism, is what explains
the course of the Czech coup,

place Emanuel Geltman on the
ballot as the Workers Party can-
didate for Congress on the East
Side reached the half-way mark
in its second week with 3,000 sig-
natures, although several days of
inclement  weather hampered pe-
tition-circulating activities.

. While continuing to solicit sig-
natures and distribute copies of

_ LABOR ACTION and the four-

page folder containing the Work-
ers Party. election platform; cam-

" paign workers have been soundmg

out sentiment among the people
of the district.

Already: reported in. LABDR
ACTION is the unexpectedly high
proportion of people who express
willingness to sign despite the at-
mosphere of hostility, fear and
suspicion produced by the current

against all independent political
thought, genuinely labor and so-
cialist as well as Stalinist.

Also noteworthy is the percent-
age of people who consent to sign
an independent nominating peti-
tion only after assurance that the
candidate is not associated in any
way with the Wallace movement.
This indicates that a portion of the
electorate in the 19th Congressional
District is interested in having an
independent candidate running as
an alternative to the Republicans
and Democrats, but does not con-
sider Wallace party candidates an
authentic third choice worthy of
consideration,

A .vigorous appeal to this group
of voters on the independent labor
and socialist platform of the Work-
ers Party should result in substan-
tial support for Emanuel Geltman,
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