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* Auto Workers Union Debates Issues
In GM and Chrysler Settlements

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, May 30—Out of the dif-
ferences between the General Motors
settlement and the Chrysler agree-
ment has arisen a real debate in the
United Automobile Workers - CIO,
which is only beginning at the meet-
ings to ratify the contracts. The
UAW-CIO is in for another discus-
sion period which should serve to
further educate its ranks.

For an understanding of this de-
bate, certain. facts regarding the set-
tlements " are necessary. Although
some details are not yet available,
the main facts are.

GM'’s offer of an “escalator” or cost
of living clause was a surprise to
UAW-CIO circles, including the en-
tire leadership. However; Walter Reu-
ther gave a go-ahead signal to his
two assistants in GM, John Living-
stone, UAW vice-president, and Tom
Johnstone, assistant GM director of
the UAW-CIO.

Emil Mazey, acting union president,
was not in the final negotiations, just
as he stayed out of Chrysler nego-
tiations, in order to allow the people
in charge of those departments full
credit for any gains. The GM agfee-
ment was signed before consulting
the international executive board.

In spite of this situation, when the
IEB did meet, they approved the
idea of an escalator clause, and urged
Norman Mathews, Chrysler director,
to get a similar setilement. .

One other important background
fact: Over two months ago GM put
out a feeler to Walter Reuther, ask-
ing if the UAW-CIO would take 9
cents an hour and some changes in
the contract that would guarantee
“production consciousness” among
the GM workers. In an informal poll

. of the IEB, most of the members

were willing to bite on the feeler,
However, Walter Reuther and Emil

.Mazey spoke strongly against if, and

they insisted that in this period of
huge profits, the UAW- CIO must
fight to get more.

Mazey's repeatedly expressed the-
ory has been—as against those who
were against any strikes (“the time
is not now.”)—that “if the UAW-CIO
can’t win. strikes for higher wages in
a period of relative prosperily and
huge profits, when can it do so, dur-
ing a depression?”

LEADERSHIP DIVIDED

Right after the GM settlement, the
Stalinists beégan a real campaign
against the escalator clause and the
whole agreement. A stooge intro-
duced a resolution in Plymouth Local
51,»denouncing it. They put pressure

on Mathews and Rlchard T. Leonard,
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one of the Chrysler negotiators. Their
main argument was that the UAW
‘was accepting the principle of “wage
cuts.”

Mathews refused to go along with
the idea of an escalator clause. “I
haven’t got any use for fancy eco-
nomies,” he told people, thus repeat-
ing a remark that the late, unla-
mented R. J. Thomas said a couple
of years ago about the GM strike
program, before the ranks retired
him from leadership in this union,

Mathews accepted a flat 13 cenis
an hour wage increase in negotia-
tions, turned down the idea of an
escalator clause, and extended the
present Chrysler contract, with its
“company security clauses,” for an
extra year, namely June 1950, with
an additional provision that wages
might be re-opened once during this
two years.

Thus the united UAW- o) (o Téader-

ship’ found itself divided, Mathews ?

breaking on this issue with the Reu-
ther leadership. (Perhaps if Reu-
ther had been active in the situation
instead of being confined to bed with
his injuries, this might have been
different.)

What happened really is that Math-
ews succumbed to the pressure of
the Stalinists, and his own lack of
understanding of the escalator clause.

Instead of the Chrysler workers
getting more than GM, in terms of
cash, and an escalator clause, they
find themselves without any safe-
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guards against a rising cost of living.

One of the main arguments  the
Stalinists used against the escalator
clause is that prices might go down,
and then GM workers would lose 5
cents of their wage increase. Of
course, in practice, the Stalinists go
further than what appeared in the
Daily’ Worker. They don't say that
prices could go down, they say prices
will go down, so GM workers will
lose 5 cents, so the GM contract is
bad.

However, in the Sunday Worker
May 30, the resolution of the central
committee of the Communist Party
has: .a section outlining the reasons
why in America today living costs
will rise.

This. double talk is typical of the
Stalinists, Their only interest is to
create confusion, and to try to ex-
ploit the situation for FACTIONAL
gain. ' & i

Ariother 'criticism they made was.
that the GM contract was for two
years, and two year contracts are
bad (as they are!) Now that Mathews
signed a two year contract, they ei-
ther shrug off that argument, or try
to minimize the company security
clause in:the Chrysler contract.

Certainly, after the GM settlement,
the Chrysler pickets were in a good
position to get MORE. They had
Chrysler on the spot. Better handled
negotiations could have achieved this
result.

(Continued on page 2)

e Labor requires a unified union strategy
to promote and: coordinate its economic
campaigns. _“_

e Labor requires a weapon of political
independence, a Labor Party, to defend
and extend its economic and social posi-
tions through political action.

These are conclusions that issue di-
rectly from the current labor situation.

That situation is perhaps best illus-
trated in terms of the United Automobile

. . Workers’ settlements
uAw crackf‘ with General Motors
Boss Front and Chrysler. In the
circumstances of today, the UAW settle-
ments, notably that with GM, represent
a victory.

Why? The union did not win its de-
mands. The workers got something, but
nothing like what they need and have a
right to insist upon.

~ Why then a victory, however limited?
Because in the context of the over-all labor
picture, the UAW met the boss offensive
head on, and conipelled two of auto's Big
Three to yield grpund.

Where other “unions in .the circum-
stances of the boss offensive accepted
nothing, or accei)ted only what the em-
ployers were willing to grant, the UAW
wrested concessions in wages and, in the
GM settlement, won recognition of boss
responsibil-ii’,y,.ﬁdﬁ-rising .prices through an
escalator clause.

Though the actual victory is a small one,
its significance is far reaching. For one
thing, other unions will benefit almost im-
mediately; the electrical workers have al-
ready benefited ‘in their settlement with
GM which ‘duplicates the UAW contract.

Vastly more important than that, the
UAW proved that labor could fight back,
could crack the boss front, could win.
How? By fighting!

The UAW did this on its own! It re-
ceived little aid from the CIO, except pos-
sibly some financial assistance.

e How much more could it have done had
it appeared as the recognized spearhead
of a unified labor strategy!

e How much more could the auto workers
and workers in every industry have

. OIL ON TROUBLED WATERS

Big 3 Jockey for Palestine Stakes |

achieved had the rep-
Coordinated resentatives of the

Union Effort ,¢n and women in

the unions met to coordinate their efforts,
to buttress each individual campaign with
the might of the nation’s organized work-
ers!
e How much more could it have won had
its particular challenge to industry’s na-
bobs apbearéd ‘as part of a general politi-
cal and economic labor offensive!

1t may be that there are those who con-
sider the ‘political questlons remote from
the UAW problem in dealing w1th Chrys-
ler or GM.

If there are, they can hardly be aware
of what is going on.

It has been generally recognized that
Big Business has been waging an offen-

. . sive agai-nst labor.
The Offensive i " atter the

Against Labor ,ions completely.
No. So long as there is a docile union lead-
ership which can be relied upon to sup-
press labor militancy, industry has no need
for that. But to intimidate the uniens, to
tame them, to paralyze them, to shear
them of their ability to aet in measure
with their strength. All that—yes!
Industry would net have dared in this
day and age to meet the 146 million organ-
ized workers purely on an economic plane,
Industry did not have to. . -
e It has a government at 1ts disposal, an
entire political system which can be
brought into play against labor—whether
through the assignment of National Guard
units to protect scabs, or through passage

of a Taft-Hartley Law,

e It has a Congress at its disposal.
e And it has at its disposal labor leaders

who will not break with employer politics. -

. Industry succeeded in getting the Taft-
Hartley Law on the books without pro-
voking the kind of nation-wide, unyielding
protest that should have greeted the very .
first intimation of the law.

Industry succeeded in fixing injunctions
on labor through the agency of the gov-
ernment without provoking that kind of
enraged counteraction as should have
greeted the very hint of an injunction.

TION DICTATES
STRATEGY,
PENDENTLABOR PARTY!

Emboldened by what it sees as a supmc
labor movement, or at least as a supine
labor leadership, it arrogantly refused
wage increases, turned back the clock to
scab herding. That is, it did all this until
the UAW cracked through, and made the
bosses realize that the greater strength
still lies with labor.

Nevertheless, whatever the UAW sget-
tlements may have accomplished, it is not

and cannot be enough.
We Must Huve_ Everything that has

A Labor Party happened is related to.

industry’s control of the government and
industry’s control of the political system
in the country.

To advance as we can advance, we have
to smash that control. _
e Smash it by meeting the political par-
ties of capitalism with our own party.
e Smash it by meeting the government of
the bosses with the announced determi-
nation to erect a government of our own.

Much' can be done to hamstring the
Taft-Hartley Law. Lawsuits can invali-
date this or that part of it. To wipe it out
completely, we have to tackle it at its
source, through political action independ-
ently undertaken under our own banner,

There has been talk in some union cir-
cles, above all in the UAW, of forming a

~ labor party after 1948. We have criticized

this unwarranted delay most severely, and

-offered our opinion that those who pro-

posed it cannot have been serious about
forming a labor party. /

However,  recognizing that valuable
time has been lost, we have proposed and
propose again that the machinery for
starting a labor party after 1948 be start-
ed now during 1948!

e That way we can know that the men
who propose it mean what they say.

e That way we can actually proceed to
the work of building a labor party.

e That way we can exercise our influence
immediately, on the -various fronts on
which labor meets capital—wages, prices,
legislation, ete. For capitalism will see a
labor movement discarding the strmgs
that hold it back.

(Continued in editorial column on page 3)

By AL FINDLEY

The sixth UN Security Council
resolution has been voted. Initiated
by Britain and amended by the u.s.,
it orders both sides to cease fire in

72 hours, calls for a truce of 4 weeks,

embargoing shipment of arms and
men to Palestine and the States of
the Arab League during the four
week period. UN mediator Count
Bernadotte is to use this period for

Mundt Bill Menaces Civil Liberties

If Passed, Will Be Used as Weupon io Intimidate All of Labor

By P. HOFFMAN

The hired -agents of Big Business
are taking the offensive again, this
time in an effort to suppress freedom
of speech and action through the vi-
cious Mundt-Nixon bill. The bill rep-
resents a danger not only to the Com-
_munist (Stalinist) Party and its
front organizations, as its authors and
supporters would have us believe,
but to every trade union, liberal and
socialist organization.

Presumably the Mundt-Nixon Bill
is directed against the Communist
‘Party and its sponsored organizations;
but the provisions of the bill are so
ambiguous and the definition of com-
munism so stretched that any organ-
ization whose political views conflict
with those of Wall Street is liable
to its anti-democratic $anctions.

Under its provisions, the attorney

general may 'label an‘y organization
“Communist.” He is given the power
to compel testimony:and the produc-
tion of decuments. The organization
is then' guilty until proven innocent
—significantly enough, the same un-
democratic procedure utilized by Hit-
ler Germany and Stalinist Russia.
The power thereby concentrated in
the hands of one man, the attorney
general, is tremendous in scope and
almost without precedent in Amer-
jcan politics.

If a trade union, as a result
of its struggle to raise the standard
of living ef its members should come
into conflict with the politics of Wall
Street, it might well find itself on the
attorney general’s list as a “Com-
munist - dominated  organization,”
though the union in question may
have absolutely nothing whatsoever

in common with the {Lommunist
Party. This union, labeled “Commu-
nist,” would then be forced to turn
over a complete list of its member-
ship and its finandial records. Black-
listing, which the labor movement
has fought since its birth, would be
given invaluable assistance.

It is 'easy to understand in the
light of this fact why the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce so ardently sup-
ports this reactionary measure.

WEAPON OF INTIMIDATION
Liberal organizations—those fight-

ing against Jim Crow, anti-Semitism,

the poll tax, religious education in

public schools, UMT, the draft, the-

vicious anti-labor Taft-Hartley Law,
those fighting for civil liberties, bet-
ter housing, rent and price control,

(Continued on page 4)

mediation. Immigrants are to be al-
lowed to enter, but cannot be enlist-
ed in the army until after the four
weelks. If this move fails, the UN is
to act under Article 7, calling for
economic sanctions and eventual mil-
itary action.

The main aim of this latest British
move is to delay, and if possible pre-
vent the lifting of the U.S. embargo.

Meanwhile, guns continue to blaze
away in Palestine. The end of the
first 3 weeks of fighting finds both
groups entrenching themselves in the
areas respectively assigned to the
Jews and Arabs, and preparing for
the real battle to come. Arab armies
have taken weeks to advance across

a small strip of ftiendly territory.’

The invading Arab armies have only
nibbled at the perimeter of the Jew-
ish areas, while the Jews have ad-
vanced only in Western Gallilee as-
signed to the Arabs. A large part of
the Arabs in Jewish territory have
left. It is estimated that only 200,000
of the 400,000 Arabs remain. The
Egyptian army has occupied all of the
Arab coastal plain in the south and
are moving to isolate the Negev.

It is hard to see how the Jews gan
defend the Negev. It can however be

Y 4 ; -

As we go to press, news comes of
the acceptance of the latest UN cease-
fire proposal by both the Jews and
Arabs, with five stipulations by the
former. Next week’s LABOR AC-
TION will comment on the new de-
velopments.

h 34k F

easily retaken since there are few
fortifled points. The British led
Transjordanian army (together with
Iraqui troops) have occupied all of
central Palestine and are making a
determined bid for Jerusalem. In-
tense hand to hand fighting has taken
place in the Old City resulting in vic-
tory for the Arab Legion, Capture of
the old walled city is of little mili-
tary importance but of great political
and prestige value. The bitter fight
for the Old City is proof that the
Arabs will not have a quick victory
in the new city.

Should the Jews and Arabs be left
to fight it out, the war will be a long

. proximately evenly matched.

and bloody one. Both sides are ap-
The
Arab League has about 200,000 men
under arms, the majority being  of
the armed constabulary type, not
equipped for war. Most of these are
required at home, to conirol the
semi - independent and rebellious
tribes such as the Kurds in Iraq,
and to control domestic affairs, such
as in Egypt, where the police struck
only a few weeks ago. Present Arab
League plans call for puiting 30,000
men in the field. In case of emergency
this number can be doubled without
spreading military equipment too

(Continued eon page 2)

Figures Show Prices Are Still
Rising — And Due To Go Higher!

By MIKE STEVENS

Puhlications issued by government-
al agencies always try to prove that
the cost of living has either gone
down or is standing still. This has
been one of the arguments most fre-
quently used by the unions against
government figures on the cost of
living.

But the cost of living has continued
to rise so rapidly that the govern-
ment’s Bureau of Labor Statistics
and the Federal Reserve Board have
both been forced to admit that every-

thing went up in price during April

and will continue to go up for many
months to come,

According to the government fig-
ures, the cost of living in April
Jjumped over the previous month and
finished eight and one-half percent
above April, 1947. This also means
that the cost of living in' April, 1948,
was twenty - seven percent above
what it was in April, 1946, and close
to seventy-two percent above 1939,

Government breakdown on Just the
grocery bill alone shows that the

housewife in April paid $2.18 for the

same amount of groceries that she.

bought for $1.00 in 1939,
Government figures, as indicated
above, never give a complete picture
(Continued on page 2)
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St

Ranks Discuss

DETROIT—Ratification of the Chrys-
ler agreement was a foregone con-
clusion, but that in no way settled

many of the issues involved in the .

strike settlement. For the differences
in the GM formula, and the Chrysler
agreement are going to be debated
vigorously in the whole next period.

An excellent indication of the
kind of discussion which confronts
the UAW-CIO was the meeting of
Local 7, on the Chrysler agreement.

Although everyone knew that the
rank and file would overwhelmingly
approve the settlement (in most lo-
cals this was ddne with very little
discussion), a good section of the
Local 7 leadership was concerned
with the problem of the cost of liv-
ing bonus clause, and the extension
of the contract for two more years.

The- Chrysler contract has two
main provisions: (1) a flat 13-cent
increase, and (2) the extension of
the present contract until Aughst
1950, except that wages can be ne-
gotiated once next summer. It was
negotiated mainly by Norman
Mathews, UAW Chrysler director,
assisted by Dick Leonard, former
vice-president and now president of
DeSoto local.

DEBATE ESCALATOR CLAUSE

The chairman of the shop commit-
tee at Local 7, Al Barbour, intro-
duced a statement at the meeting
outlining the meaning of a cost of
living bonus or “esealator” clause,
and urging the membership to reject
the proposed agreement because it
failed to contain this feature. This
statement was signed by some of the
local officers, chief stewards and
active rank and filers.

The statement explained that the
inflationary trend in America would
cotinnue because of the Marshall
Plan, military expenditures, tax pro-
gram, and other economic and politi-
cal factors. It explained that the cost
of living bonus clause would give
some protection to the workers in the
inflationary period ahead.

After Barbour read his statement,
and spoke for it, a former staff rep-
resentative of Leonard’s, Johnny
Conyer, now a shop committee man,

made a speech against it, on the
basis that “maybe it’s good, maybe
it’s. bad, why take a chance on it.”

Nick DiGaetano, militant chief
steward and editor of the Local 7
newspaper, criticized the extension
of the contract for two years, and
urged support of the cost of living
bonus clause. '

Other speakers argued against
turning down the agreement because.
it would prolong the strike, and be-
cause Local 7 members would be de-
nied unemployment compénsation
for the next week, until the plant
re-opened.

SAYS COSTS WILL RISE

The next: speaker for the escalator
clause, and against extending the

contract two years was Jack Widick, -

of the educational and publicity com-
mittee.

He challenged anyone to deny that
living costs »would continue to rise.
"Sure, we got two wage increases in
the past two years but they were
wiped out by the rising cost of living.
Each time they give us a nickel they
take a dollar in exira profifs through
price rises."

He pointed out that the federal
government and Congress were
against . price control. They wiped
out OPA, and that same gang was
going to be in power for the next
period. He mentioned the end of rent
control as another inflationary fac-
tor.

"A cost of living bonus cluuse
doesn't solve our problems, but it
does give us one safeguard against
inflation. It gives us some purchasing
power, instead of a wage cul, as
prices go up and up." s

His chief eriticism of the Chrysler
contract was that it contained a
“company security” clause.

"Under section & of our contract,
chief stewards have no protection.
Everyone knows the Cusmano case.
He was fired automatically because
of section six, This local has repeat-
edly denounced this company security
:Iu_nsé. and said, thank heaven we
can get rid of it next year. Now, they
want to saddle us with it for two
more years," the speaker said.

Living Costs Up —

(Continued from page 1)

but théy almost always correctly in-
dicate the direction which a price

situation is moving. Government fig-.

ures, like the grocery figure above,
never take into consideration that in
1939 there were dozens of combina-
tions in every grocery store such as
penny sales, 3 for 17 cents, ete.

MORE RISES COMING .

Government figures also .do not
consider the fact that clothing is
shoddier and doesn't last as long,
making it necessary to re-purchase
items of clothing oftener. Nor do
these figures consider that every
worker has to pay now for hundreds
of services that he obtained in the
-~ past without additional cost, either
from the utility companies, or from
the landlord, or in deliveries, etc.

‘But the important thing is that

although the government does not

take any of these points into con-
sideration, nevertheless, it is forced
to admit to at least a twenty-seven
percent increase in the cost of liv-
ing. Imagine what it really is!

If you think that .prices are high,
just wait until this coming autumn
and winter. By that time, the new
armament program will be under
way. Manufacturers of consumer
goods will claim that in order to get
any material they have to pay exhor-
bitant prices that they must pass
down to the consumer.

A couple of months ago, some of
the manufacturers got panicky and
started to move things from their
warehouses, and also began to lower
their prices a wee bit. But now they
realize that they have nothing to
worry about, so the prices are shoot-
ing up again.

. SOMETHING TO REMEMBER

The government’s armament pro-
gram hits the workers hard in a
million and one ways, but for this
article let us just look at it from
the point of view of what it does to
the pay envelope. To pay for the
armament program the government
will sell bonds to the banks. The
bonds will give the banks additional
reserves. By having these additional
reserves (bonds) the banks are free
to expand their lending to the manu-
facturers,. This in itself is almost
enough to start a new sky-rocketing
spurt in prices.

As a matter of fact, M. S, Eccles
stepped down as chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board because he.

felt. that the present practice would

lead to astronomical prices. Eccles
wanted to force the banks to set up
special legitimate reserve funds, and
he also wanted Congress to give the
Federal Reserve Board more power
to curb bank lending., But Truman
agreed with the big bankers, and
bank credit is steadily expanding
and prices are rising. Eccles is no
friend of the workers, but he knew
that if prices continued to rise the

workers would demand wage in-

creases, and his fear, of course (!J,

was that there would be inflation.

Although Eccles was demoted, now
we see the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics and the Federal Reserve Board
coming out for the first time with
figures that admit that the cost of
living has gone up and will continue
to go up. It may be that Truman
wants to push his anti-inflation pro-
gram again as a presidential elec-
tion vote-catcher. But whatever the
reason is, the government admits that
the cost of living has gone up and
will continue to go up—and that is
the thing to remember at the next
union meeting.

Protest Shooting
Of Di Giorgio
Farm Strike Leader

NEW YORK CITY (WDL)—Rev.
John Haynes Holmes, chairman of
the Citizens Committee on the Di
Giorgio Strike, wired Governor Earl
Warren ‘of California urgently re-
questing immediate invastigation of
the shooting of James Price, presi-
dent of the Kern County Local of
the National Farm Labor Union
(AFL), at Arvin, California.

Price is a leader in the strike of
1,100 members of the union who have
been on strike since October 1, 1947
at the 12,000 acre ranch of the Joseph
Di Giorgio Fruit Corporation near
Arvin, California. The strikers have
maintained a 20-mile picket line
around the ranch for nearly eight
months.

At the same time Rev. Donald Har- .

rington, national chairman of the
Workers Defense League, which was
instrumental in forming the citizens
committee, demanded an immediate
investigation of the shooting.

“Coupled - with recent shooting of
Walter Reuther and violenge against
‘other labor leaders, this act of vio-
lence, like the Di Giorgio strike it-
self, takes on much more than merely
local significance,” Harrington said
in a letter to Governor Warren.

Harrington charged that although
the ass_ailants were not known as yet,
“this shooting is part of the pattern
of violence and lawlessness which has
characterized the actions of the Di
Giorgio Corporation in this strike.
For. eight months, the strikers have
asked only that the representatives
of the corporation sit down with the
union representatives to discuss the
workers’ just grievances. For eight
months the corporation has rebuffed
all attempts to negotiate, mediate or
arbitrate this strike. This situation
caniiot be allowed to continue.”

The striking union, which has the
wholehearted support of the AFL, has
recently been unsuccessfully attacked
by the Food, Tobacco & Agricultural
Workers - CIO, a Communist - con-
trolled union.,

During negotiations, the Chrysler
locals were told that a pension plan,
a medical plan, ete., couldn’t be mne-
gotiated because the contract could-
n’'t be touched. Now, Chrysler not
only touched it but burdened the
union with it for two more years,
the speaker pointed out.

“Everyone knows the contract

was ratified overwhelmingly at other -

locals so it is in effect. No one is
asking you to strike another week or
two. We are eligible for unemploy-
ment insurance no matter which
way we vote. The point is, however,
if we vote against ratification, and
support Barbour’s statement, we will
have made a good protest against
the mistakes of our top negotiators,
and we can begin a campaign for
educating the other locals to this
program.”

STATEMENT TABLED

Other speakers argued against the
escalator clause on the grounds that
“what goes up, must come down,”
and “it can’t be good if GM pro-
posed it.”

Sid Altman, a picket line captain,
answered these by pointing out: (1)
the membership must decide if living
costs were going to go up, which noe
one has denied; (2) and second, it
was false to say GM proposed the
escalator clause as a new idea. For
this idea had bees proposed for some
years to unions, and it was a progres-
sive labor idea.

In an effort to avoid a leal vote,
a motion was made by the opposition
to Barbour’s statement to table the
statement. This carried by a small
majority. (A few hundred workers
were present.)

HOW LEADERSHIP ACTED

The discussion also brought out
the fact that only the Local 7 lead-
ership, especially "Joe Hattley, its
president, had argued against ex-
tending the contract, but other local
vnion presidents said their locals
were too weak to fight for a better
contract next year. (How are they
going to fight for a wage increase,
then? we may ask. And what kind
of leadership is it that ean’t build a
local union in a year?) Frances
Dankowski, a Stalinist Supporter,
and president of Plymouth Local 51,
was one of those arguing for a
two-year contract in the president’s
meeting. His own local has only
5,600 dues paying members out
of 9,000 production workers. A good
example of what Stalinist policies
do to a local union. In contrast Lo-
cal 7 has over 95 per cent of the
production workers in the union.

Likewise, the discussion brought
cut that only Hattley and Mike No-
vak, president of Dodge Local 3,
voted for including an escalator
clause in the contract.

~ During the discussion, the ranks’
applause was divided, and the vote
on the motion to table showed good
support for the Barbour statement.

After this discussion, Jack Zeller,
former Local 7 president, and former
member of Dick Leonard’s staff, made
a strong, and very demagogic speech
for accepting the contract. His big
argument against any escalator
clausé’ was that it accepted wage
cuts in principle. It was bad because
GM proposed it. He praised Leonard
highly, and spoke against the bad

features of the GM contract. He did.

not mention the issue of company se-
curity clauses (and he couldn't be-
cause it was Dick Leonard as Ford
director who signed the company se-
curity clause two years ago.)

He urged the ranks to “stick by
the tried and true methods of the
paqt, and not to take a gamble on
risihg zosts of living.” The vote for

Chrysler A yreement

‘the motion to -ratify the contract
was overwhelming.

Interestingly enough, this same
kind of action took place two years
ago, when the shop committee and
many stewards at Tiocal 7 led by Ed
Carey, another’ former president of
Local 7, urged the ranks to turn
down the contract because of the
company security clause, and be-
cause Chrysler was settling for 18%
cents when GM workers- were on
the picket lines in théir great strike
for higher wages wi‘thout pnce in-
creases, and a flat 30cent increase.

Subsequently; events showed Carey
and his associates to be correct, and’
Local 7 has been strongly pro-Reu-
ther since then.

IlEUTH_ER'S STAND

One other point in Zeller’s speech
must be mentioned, for it was effec-
tive, if false. He argued that only
two months ago Walter Reuther at
the Chrysler wage conference had
spoken against an escalator clause,
so what made it good now?

And this is one of the questions
which Reuther and his. associates will
have to answer, for they are on the
spot because they did resist the idea
of a cost of living bonus clause at
that time.

However, Reuther is quick and
smart enough to grab any idea
which he sees will help in the next
immediate period, and Reuther is
banking on the ecoonmic trends, and
further wage increases in GM to
settle the argument in his favor.

This report does not contain all
the ideas that were expressed in the
Local 7 discussion, but it does try
to give the main features of the de-
bate, for the study of all UAW-CIO
members.

N. Y. MEETING
CALLS ON TRUMAN
TO LIFT EMBARGO

NEW YORK — A public forum on
“The Future of Palestine,” attended
by one hundred people, was, conduct-
ed by Local New York of the Work-
ers Party on Frxday, May 28, with
Hal Draper, editor of The New Inter-
national, and Ed Findley, Brooklyn
Branch organizer, as speakers.

The theme of the meeting was set
by Comrade Draper who cited the
need to transform the purely mili-
tary war of Israel for its national
defense into a social war of alliance,
joining the workers of Israel with
the Arab peasants and workers
against the imperialists and native
rulers on both sides.

The hall was decorated with ban-
ners: “Defend the Jewish - State
Through the Unity of the Jewish and
Arab Masses,” “For the Re-Unifica-
tion of Palestine.”

The following resolution was unan-
imously adopted by the meeting and
wired to President Truman:

We, 100 persons, assembled at a
Workers Party meeting, call upon the
United States Government to take
immediate steps to:

1. Lift the embargo on arms to the
State of Israel. :

2. Redeem President Truman's
pledge of 1946 to use American troop
transports and to cover the cost of
transportation of 100,000 Jewish dis-
placed persons to Palestine. This
will be one of the most effective
means of beginning to abolish' the
blot on mankind of continued exist-
ence of Displaced. Persons Camps
three years after the end of the war.

3. End limitations on immigration
to the U. 8. for all displaced persons.
Open the doors of the U. 5.

Auto Workers—

(Continued from page 1)

The confusion which the Stalinists
are forcing may work sufficiently to
cover them up for a brief period.
But the rising cost of living—and a
GM wage increase—will settle both
that argument and Mathews.

We say that the main responsibil-
ity now for any opposition to the
escalator clause in UAW contracts
belongs to the Stalinists. But this by
no means excuses the Reuther lead-
ership from its blunders on this
score.

Only a couple of months ago Wal-
ter Reuther went to Flint and de-
bated. against Jack Palmer, then
president of Local 659. Palmer advo-
cated an escalator clause. Reuther
denounced it as impractical. Small
wonder that Mathews is confused,
and was unwilling to accept it. Be-
fore wage negotiations began. beth
the GM and the Chrysler wage con-
ferences turned down the idea of an
esca_la.tor clause. It was one of those
“Trotskyite” ideas of the Workers
Party and the Socialist Workers
Party.

Readers of LABOR ACTION may
recall that this newspaper, along
with The Militant, were the only two
labor papers wvigorously promoting
this idea. We emphasized higher
wages without price increases, plus
the escalator clause, as.a sound pol-
icy in wage negotiations. The Mili-
tant- advocated mainly if not exclu-
sively, the idea of the escalator clause

—or sliding -scale, as it chooses to
call it. (In subsequent articles we’ll
deal with the question of the SWP’s
policies in the current wage struggle.)

The Reuther leadership was caught’

unprepared by GM, despite the Sta-
linist talk that -this whole thing was
cooked up long ago by Reuther. (If
Reuther were going to negotiate pri-
vately for an escalator clause he
hardly would have fought so vigor-
ously against it recently.)

VALUABLE DISCUSSION

There is one other special fact
that must be given proper recogni-
tion. The debate in the UAW-CIO
does not take place in an atmosphere
of gloom or defeat. The argument is
over what is the best wage policy to
get the most from the companies,
considering the general state of the
American labor movement,

In this debate, many of the ranks
will be drawn into the discussion,
and, in the final analysis, the UAW-
CIO rank and file will decide the
jssue. This is in keeping with the
splendid democratic tradition of the
UAW-CIO.

In steel, electric and other unions
which got nothing or very little, com-
pared to the UAW-CIO, the first les-
son is very clear. Build a militant,
democratic union, along the lines
that symbolize the UAW-CIO, and
you have an instrument that can pro-
tect your elementary economic inter-
ests 'in the shop.

(a.mlly of four in 1948 needs more than $8,500 a year for a minimum
‘budget. ¥ This budget, which includes 24¢ per meal per person, is
‘below the average on U. S. food consumption; includes no savhlg;l‘
for emergencler nor any provislon for preventlva medlcal und denta.l

Lcsre.ﬁ

Printers Strike
Slashes Chicago
Newspaper Sales

CHICAGO—Persistent effort by mid-
west trade unionists continues to
slash the circulation of Chicago’s
strikebound dailies, according to Ty-
pographical Union No. 16, 130 N.
Wells St., Chicago. As sales and sub-
seriptions of the struck newspapers
decline, the publishers become more
conciliatory in their dealings with
the negotiating committee of the
« union.

The Chicago Daily News, Tribune,
Herald-American and Sun Times are
the principal daily and Sunday news-
papers now struck.

In their latest proposal ithe pub-
lishers abandon their demand for
abolition of priority hiring and nu-
merous other provisions which the
union has had in contracts for many
years. The publishers now agree to
recognize most of the jurisdictional
assignments which have been tradi-
tional with this union, and they have
increa.scd their wage offer.

However, the newspaper owners
are still insisting that union printers
shall handle work from struck shops.
They also refuse to recognize the
right of printer journeymen and ap-
prentices to perform all composition
work, although the AFL always has
recognized the printers' right to such
work and no CIO union has ever
claimed it.

The striking printers ask their fel-
low unionists to aveid being deceived
by biased radio and newspaper ac-
counts of the publishers' offer, which
are deliberately slanted to create
prejudice against the sirikers. Re-
fusing all improvements over ‘the
former working conditions, the pub-
lishers have demanded wholesale
changes detrimental to the union.

Vie on Palestine Stakes—

(Continued from page 1)

thin. At present the Arabs have su-
periority in heavy equipment, air-
planes, tanks and heavy .(for the
Near East) artillery. However they
are expending their equipment at a
wasteful rate; and since they must
import all of their equipment it is
doubtful whether they can long
maintain their superiorily. The lim-
ited supplies now received from
Britain and Czechoslovakia are not
sufficient to maintain superiority over
a long period.

The Jews manufacture a portion -

of their arms and are better equipped
per man, in small arms and light ar-
tillery. As a result of British pro-
hibitions the Jews have not been able
to import or smuggle in heavy
equipment and it will take them
some time to eatch up with the
Arabs, The Arabs hope to sirike de-
cisive’ blows before the Jews can
achieve equality. The lifting of the
U.S. embargo would greatly acceler-
ate. the process. The time to lift the
embargo is NOW. Arms for Israel,
not words and protestations of sym-
pathy, are required. The Jews have
approximately 20,000 first line Haga-
nah soldiers plus 50,000 militia ca-
dres. In addition there are 5.000 Ir-
gun and 2,000 Stern gZeup soidlers.
Both sides are receiving oil from
the limited supply in the refineries
in Haifa. Since oil is essential to war,
the Jews are permitting the Arabs
to obtain their portion of oil from
Haifa, with the undersanding that
the. Arabs do not cut the pipeline
from Iraq. In addition the Jews have
contracted for oil from Rumania.

BRITISH STRATEGY

The US. can not allow a long
drawn out fight in Palestine. For one,
the administrati-=  [ecas JEWISh
votes. .But the main reason is U.S.
fear that Russia would intervene on
one side or both. This fear was also
expressed by the Turkish foreign
minister, who said that continued
Palestinian war could conceivably
lead to the sandwiching of Turkey
between Russian forces in Palestine
and Russian forces in the Balkans.
For that reason, the U.S. is now exert-
ing its pressure and trying to use the
UN to bring about a cessation of war-
fare. .

England on the other hand, while
sharing American concern about
Russia, is willing to gamble with An-

glo-American interests and take the -

opportunity to advance her own spe-
cial interests in order to recoup some
of her losses in the Near East. The
U.S. has been easing Britain out of
control of the oil fields of the Near
East. Britain therefore wanis the
Negev, which is a potential source
of oil and is only 10 miles from the
Suez, which once was a “British mo-
nopoly. The British want to retain
control of the Eastern Mediterranean,
According to Sulzberger of the N. X.
Times, British officers are now con-
vinced that Kenya is not a sufficient
base from which to exercise this con-
trol, due to transportation and other
difficulties. Since Englahd can onmly
keep 10,000 troops in Egypt, she must
get control of the Negev by support-
ing Abdullah. The British .hope that
Abdullah can beat the Egyptians to
the control of the Negev. The capture
of Jerusalem will give Abdullah
prestige and. the addition of the Ne-
gev will make him one of the most
powerful of the Arab rulers.

The British hope that the two sides

will fight themselves to a stalemate
and then England will step in: and
make peace by giving the Jews West-
ern Galillee in exchange for giving
Transjordania the major portion ot
the Negev, with Britain, of course,
receiving “special status.” This has
led the British to allow thé :Arab
Legion garrison to remain in Pales-
tine, despite solemn pledges that they
would be withdrawn. The British are
continuing their subsidies and arms
shipmenis to the Legion and other
Arab States. While British diplomats
ery for the holy places of Jerusalem,

British officers lead the attacks and

direct the artillery fire. 21 officers
officially assigned to the Legion have
been ordered out of Palestine. But
they continue to direct the fighting
from wherever they are. In addition
there are other officers who are “vol-
unteers” and are still engaged in
fighting. This cynical attitude of the
British Government, whose govern-
ing party claims the title of “labor”
and “socialist,’ is the result not of
evil intent by individuals like Bevin,
but an inevitable result of the policy
of placing national and imperial in-
terests above class interests and dem-
ocratic rights. The shameful specta-
cle of the British Labor Party should
~erye §o a warning to all who urge
that “natiosal” be the main pomt of
depariure for pelicy.

While Russia is pcrmi..tmg her sat-
ellites and the Stalinist parties to

“supply the Arabs, her main line now

is support of the State of Israel. Like
the U.S., Russia is pressing for UN
action against the Arabs. Russia has
the maximum goal of being able to
send troops to Palestine under article
7 of the UN, and the minimum goal
of weakening the English positiop in
the Near. East. The Stalinists feel
fnat frey can arftord 1w wos the Jews
today because they feel secure that
tomorrow they can regain Arab sym-
pathy in future struggles of the Arabs
for limiting British control of their
countries.

ARAB-JEWISH INTERESTS

The war in Palestine should not
divert our attention from the Dis-
placed Persons. For over three years
they have rotted in converted con-
centration camps. Two Yyears ago
President Truman promised to use

" U.S. Army ships, and to pay for the

cost of transporting 100,000 Displaced
Jews to Palestine. NOW is the time
io act on that promise. It is even

cheaper financially than - continued .

support of the DP's in idleness. It will
begin the “liquidation” of that shame-
ful blot on mankind—the D.P. With

a sqzeable amount going to Palestine,
the problem can be solved in short
order were all couniries, and espe-
cially the U.S., to open their doors.
In addition it will help slabilize the
new Jewish State militarily and eco-
nomically.

The “absorption” by Palestine of
large scale lmmigration will require
greater resources than the small state
of Israel has. REGIONAL economic
cooperation and Regional projects as
the Jordan Valley Authorityare nec-

essary. This can be accomplished only _

by Arab-Jewish cooperation.

Arab progressives, and nationalists
too, must fight for Arab-Jewish co-
operation. Economically, the Arabs
will gain as much from such regional
economic unity as will the Jews. In
addition, Arab labor must realize
that the road to the unification of
Palestine leads through recognition
of Jewish national rights and an in-
dependent Jewish State. It is only
on such a basis that progressive ele-
ments in both nations can begin to
work for the re-unification of Pal-
estine into a Federal Union guaran-
teeing the national rights of both peo-
ples.
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Sditorials—

Labor Party —

(Continued from page 1)
By starting now, we mean the convoca-
tion of local conferences to lay plans for
the big national con-
Let Us Get ference—in 1949, if
Started Now! ih.ts the way it must
be—which will launch the labor party.

By starting now we mean giving a dem-
onstration of what the labor party will do
by presenting local labor candidates in
the coming elections wherever possible
and by calling upon labor not to vote for
any Democratic or Republican or Wallace-
Stalinist candidate whether or not there is
a labor candidate running for the particu-
lar office.

e That is to say, to vote only for inde-
pendent labor candidates even if it means
boycotting nine-tenths of the slate.

e That is to say, to put independent labor
candidates in the field for as many posts
as are possible with full union support.

Such moves, executed today, will re-
flect themselves immediately, in our opin-
ion, in improving labor’s position in what-
ever economic struggles develop.

Such moves, executed today, will go far -

towards completely routing the boss offen-

sive. _ '
Siuch moves, executed today, will guar-

antee us irresistible advance tomorrow!

Two Elections

Elsewhere in this issue we publish an article
on the recent election in U. S.-controlled Korea.
It should be read alongside the news of the week-
end election in Russian-dominated Czechoslovakia.

Two different countries, two different masters,

two not very different Iron Curtains, two “free

elections.” In the land under the heel of the Krem-
lin totalitarians, the Communist Party sweeps
the field with 80 per cent of the vote—where four
months ago it was a minority party. In the land
where 48,000 Japanese police their former vas-
sals with U. 8. arms in hand, the reactionary
‘party of Syngham Rhee, Wall Street’s Gottwald,
gets 95 per cent of the vote.

Anyone who wishes to do so strongly enough
—and Henry Wallace proves that not all such
people are coordinated Stalinists—will have no
trouble believing that Gottwald’s goon squads
(which translates into Czech as “Action Commit-
tees”) freely convineced-near 50 per cent of the
Czech electorate to shift their opinions from west
to east., Those who wish:to ‘will-also believe that:
only five per cent of the Koreans are op.posed. to
the terrble conditions wrought by American im-
perialism. Possessing the same blind faith as the
Stalinists, they will be unwilling to understand
that the U. S. can conduct the same kind of far-
cical plebiscite in Asia as the more practiced
tyrants of Moscow stage in Eastern Europe. Un-
willing to understand? There will also be those
who understand fully—and reply that “we must
fight fire with fire,” “meet the Russians on theln*
own ground,” “quit being softies,” ete., that is,
employ Russia’s methods against Russia.

Some of the same people who will point to the
Czech electoral comedy with indignation will
greet the Korean result as evidence of the bless-
ings of American rule. Interchange the names of
the countries (and a few expressions of their re-
spectively characteristic jargon), and a Daily
Worker editorial will do for the bulk of the U. 8.
kept press.

There is this difference. Russia has been. ex-
porting its totalitarian terror. The United States
has not and cannot export its precarious and de-
caying “democracy.” Rather what we see is that
America’s democratic pretensions are BROWN-
ING AROUND THE EDGES—most rapidly,
most visibly and most thoroughly in the periph-
eries of the new American empire, but with far-
reaching accompaniments in the militarization of
politieal and social life at home.

That’s why we say: “Neither Washington nor
Moscow!” The real socialist movement fights both
the totalitarianism which is being exported from
the east and the totalitarianism which is gang-
rening the west. The third way out is the build-
ing of a socialist vanguard opposed to, both the
Kremlin and Wall Street. ’
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Denied
A Visa!

“Comrade Colvin R. de-Silva, leader of
the Trotskyist Parliamentary fraction ir
Ceylon, who recently left for Europe, has
been refused a visa by the State authori-
ties in Washington to enter the U.S.A: for
a two weeks’ visit. The self-lauded ‘demo-
crats’ who run the Yankee imperialist re-
gime have by this act demonstrated- the
haunting fear that they have not merely of
the ‘Communist’ fifth-columnists of Stalin,
_but of the genuine proletarian revolution-
ary movement. More scared than his mast-
ers at home was the American Consul in
Colombo "who -pretended to our Comrade
that ‘peaceful’ American ‘democracy’ could,
after all, never be sure that a Trotskyist
might not toss a bomb at the Capitol in
Washington! Hail Yankee ‘Democracy’!”
(New Sparks, April 3.)

NEWS ITEM: “The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company,
in which the British government is the ma-

." jority shareholder, announced today that last
year’s net earnings nearly doubled 1946 prof-

Last January an article appeared in Commen-
{ary magazine by Jon Kimche, a British Laborite
(and so-called “left-winger” to boot), which ex-

“plained 'why the British Labor Party had reversed

-its policy on Palestine, from pro-Jewish to pro-
Arab. According to this apologist it was all a
“misunderstanding”—and the fault of certain
Jews. It seems that the reason why conference
after conference of the Laborites had come out
for a Jewish homeland in Palestine (prior to
their taking power) was because they had been
assured by the Zionists that it was simply a ques-
tion of justice to the Jews and no Arab question
was involved,

But behold, the Laborites are voted into pow-
er, Bevin and Cripps take over the foreign office,
and what do they find? Reports, reports and re-

ports—from the Colonial Office, from Intelligence,

from the Foreign Office, from the War Office—
and all reports agree on one essential point which
bursts like a flash on their understanding of the
Palestine question, something they hadn’t known
before. This amazing new fact, discovered in the
reports, is the fact that British interests in the
Near East were vitally tied up with Arab good-
will. !

. And, Kimche actually tells his readers, Bevin
and Cripps were so sore at the Zionists for keep-
ing them ignorant of this important..fact -that
they have been working off their peeve on the
Jews ever since! ‘

We presume that one of the said reports dealt
with the facts of life about companies like the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

Few people can equal some Zionist speakers
today in their unmeasured denunciation of the
British and “perfidious Albion.”” This is the rage
of rejected suitors. We do not profess to be so
shocked. Perfidious, yes—to any ideals of freedom
and national liberty; but no one can accuse the
British imperialists, Laborite or Conservative, of
not being loyal and faithful servitors of the real
rulers of England, the London City. If the Zion-

‘ist “Socialist” leaders (just as “socialist” as their

British brethren in office) had been half so loyal
to the interests of the Palestinian working class,
Jewish and Arab, the decade-long policy of crawl-
ing before British imperialism which has charac-
terized the Zionist movement up through the Sec-
ond World War would not have led to the present
nightmare in Palestine.
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P. A—At It Again:

So long as British imperalism and its Empire are
only in a state of decline and disintegration, rather
than being put entirely out of their misery, there will

Bl L e be a Perfidious Albion to earry on

lmp gm.l_lisf the long tradition of treachery and
cynicism associated with the Em-
pire. His name today is Ernest
Bevin and he seems hell bent, over
the issue of Palestine, to outdo his
numerous predecessors in hypocrisy
and fraud. We do not know whether

his oft-rumored personal anti-Semi-
tism, but we do know that even the
original Albion might have shud-
dered at some of the special slimi-
ness of Bevin.

Britain is waging war, at second
hand, against the new born state of Israel. This is the
blunt fact of the matter, and all else is concealment.
British imperialism holds the key to continuation of
the war or a temporary truce and arrangement. Her
close ties with the three leading Arab states of Trans-
Jordan, Iraq and Egypt are the medium, by way of
treaties, by which Britain supplies the arms and equip-
ment for the Arab invaders of Palestine. Britain has
built these armies and now maintains them.

Other facts are well known: the supplying of Eng-
lish officers (the Arabs’ strongest and key army, the
Legion of King Abdullah, is officered in its highest
ranks by Englishmen); an $8 million yearly subsidy
goes to Abdullah, the ambitious menarch whom Britain
set upon his throne with a gift of a’large hunk of the
former Palestine Mandate. There is no question that
Bevin desires a vietory of its Arab armed forces over

_ y doubled 194 - _ Israel and the imposition upon the: Jewish people in
its—from $38,499,7562 to $74,259,428.” (AP)

Palestine of: a greater Trans-Jordan, absorbing all or
most of the present state of Israel and within which
the Jews would be a national: minority under the rule
of Abdullah. This greater Trans-Jordan would then be
entirely the product and creature of British imperial-
ism and the bulwark of its Near East strategy, with
Abdullah a-grateful and obedient Quisling.

BRITAIN SHIFTS STRATEGIC POSITIONS

An Empire dies hard. The behavior of Britain in
this situation is the consequence of its desire to hold
on tight to historic positions, while shifting the centers
of defense and power. The new, semi-independent status
of India, %ey]on, Burma and, to a lesser extent, Malaya,
have given new importance to the Near East within
what remains of the Empire.

"British diplomacy was striving mightily this week to

Bevin’s particular vileness is due to -

; e
laboriously contrived and so painfully defended during

the past thirty years, from being shot to pieces over-
night in Palestine.” (New York Times, May 29.)

This lies behind the British actions. The physical
withdrawal of British troops from Palestine has not
changed these strategic interests since, in effect, the
Arab Legion is now assigned th role of the very same
troops that have been withdrawn! What are these in-
terests? They may be summarized as follows: (1) Pro-
tection of the Suez Canal, still the route to the Middle
and Far East. (2) Naval domination of the eastern
Mediterranean, by holding on to th island of Cypress
with its naval bases. (3) Retaining control over a val-
uable source of food, raw materials and—above all else
—oil; not to mention protection of one of the few re-
maining areas where British financial investments are
still untouched. (4) Control over .an important buffer
area, to be used as a protection for British colonies in
Africa and a defense against possible Russian imperial-
ist advances into the Mediterranan. A system of alli-
ances with the three Arab nations mentioned above has
the fulfillment of these strategic purposes as its aim.

OPPORTUNITY FOR BRITISH SOCIALISTS

The activities of Bevin and his UN representatives
have been carried out to place the Arab armies in the
best possible position for winning a quick vietory over
the Jewish state and thus reasserting British power in
the Near East. This has been the objective of all the
ambiguously worded UN resolutions for “truce” of-
fered by Britain, and all her appeals to American
opinion. As a consequence, the clash between American
and British imperialism over Palestine has reached
new heights. For the moment, America (for a variety
of reasons) is backing the Israeli state but in the long
run this backing will erumble before a common fear
on the part of America and Britain that only Russian
imperialism will benefit in the end by a continuation
of the present conflict. G

Altho;gh there is every reason to believe that there
is' much dissatisfaction with Britain’s vicious role in
the Near East in England itself, there have as yet been
no open or direct manfestations of this. To our knowl-
edge, there have.been no popular demonstrations or
meetings held protesting against this eriminal policy
by the Labor Government and its imperalist Ministers.
A splendid opportunity exists, nevertheless, for revo-
lutionary socialists and particularly for the English
Trotskyist party to.work against this policy and to
grow in strength and influence not only by denouncing
the imperialist actions of its government, but by cham-
pioning and supporting the elementary right of the
Jewish people in Palestine to national freedom and in-
dependence, if they so desire. Will they accept this op-
portunity, or remain silent as they have in the past on
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One Mangled, One Fired

The written grievance which fol-

May 20, 1948 issue of the “Local 599
Headlight” published by t_h_e United
Automobile Workers local "union ‘in
the Flint Buick plant of the General
Motors Company. We print it with-
out comment. None is necessary.

[ ]

STATEMENT OF UNADJUSTED
GRIEVANCE—CASE E-603
GRIEVANCE 423172

Casper P. Kenny, 7054007, of Buick
Motor Company has been employed
by ‘the. Company for the past eight-
een years on various types of work.
He has also served as a Union Exec-
utive in several positions, to-wit:
Vice-President CIO Council, Record-
ing Secretary Local \599, Top Bar-
gaining Committee Member, and Dis-
trict Committeeman in Buick Plants
18, 11, and 70. He also served as In-
ternational Representative of the
United Public Workers CIO, and was
elected to the State Legislature for
the years 1945-46 with the help of
the CIO-PAC of Genesee County.

On Tuesday, April 13, 1948, Mr.
Kenny was met by his Foreman as
he prepared to punch his clock card
and given a reprimand with a four
weeks lay-off penalty for violation -
of Plant Rule No. 7 (Leaving the
job without permission on 4-12-48).

This reprimand and penalty is not
justified for the following reasons:
About 9;15 am. on April 12, 1948,
an employee came to the tool crib
in which Mr. Kenny works and asked
for a rope to lower a man down
from a high cat-walk, who had been
seriously injured. Mr. Kenny asked’
the employee who was injured and
the employee answered, “Clyde Derr.”
Mr. Kenny was a very close friend
of Mr. Derr and followed the em-
ployee out to the cat-walk to see if
he could be of any assistance.

-The workers in Factory 70 were
then witnessing one of the most hor-
rible iragedies in its history. Clyde
Derr had become caught in an un-
guarded gear that had torn his leg
out at the socket, and had mangled
one arm to shreds. He had appar-
ently been lying there for fifteen
minutes. Had guards built for that
purpose been placed in their proper
place, this tragedy would not have
happened, but employees were told
to leave them off by Management as
the affidavit in the Union’s posses-
sion will prove. There are no facili-
ties on this cat-walk to place 2
streacher, and the mutilated body of
Mr. Derr was lowered by the rope
li;eviously mentioned. He then was
placed on a stretcher and taken. fo
the hospital where he died on the
operating table. s

The death struggles and inhuman
manner in which Mr. Derr was low-

ered was witnessed by all of the em-

ployes of Lines One and Two of the
foundry. In -addition, there were
about two hundred other employees
who came from different parts of the
shop. Before the leg and other parts
of the body were removed from the

“h

; cat-walk, Management requested that
lows is reprinted verbatim from the

‘the line again resume operations. The

"leg was finally removed, but pieces
;.Of the arm still remained in the gear
.-as_the line resumed operations, and

pieces of flesh and cloth were re-

‘moved from the gear by third shift
. employees, and are in evidence.

The Union stresses the description
of this tragedy to point out the
emergency that existed and the
fact that about two hundred other

.employees were on the scene but

only Mr. Kenny was singled out for
reprimand.

Mr. Kenny, in the grievance pro-
cedure, called Top Committeeman
Nathaniel Turner and they discussed
the grievance with Mr. Kenny's
foreman, Mr. Davidson. The Union
pointed out to Mr. Davidson at this
juncture that Mr. Kenny was not out
of line, as the reprimand indicated as
follows: About 9:15 am. Mr. Kenny
went to the scene of the tragedy, as
did two hundred others, not as a
Committeeman but as an employee,
He returned to his job along with
others, meeting Top Committeeman
Turner on the way, and returned to
his job about 9:55. At 11:00 A.M. Mr.
Kenny went to lunch, and returned
at 11:30. About 12:00 noon a group
of employees approached Mr. Kenny
and told him that they objected to
Mr. Derr’s leg being burned in the
cupola and informed Mr. Kenny he
should object. Feeling was running
high, and Mr. Kenny looked for his
Foreman and could not find him to
report he was leaving on a griev-
ance. a

Upon nearimg the First Aid. Mr.
Kenny met the group leader of his
department who officiates in the
Foreman's absence, and told him
where he was going. (The group lead-
er, Albert Vermette, admits this.) Mr.
‘Kenny then checked with the First
Aid attendant to verify the fact that
Mr. Derr's leg was not destroyed:
Mr. Kenny then returned fo his job
and punched. out at 1:01 for personal
reasons, with permission from the
Foreman.

Mr. Davidson in this first step of
the procedure admitted to Mr. Tur-
ner and Mr. Kenny that all the time
during the day was. accounted for
excepting the time that Mr. Kenny
“went to the scene of the tragedy, and
that was the time for which he was
given the reprimand, and that as far
as he was concerned the reprimand
would stand, and referred the griev-
ance to higher Management,

Mr. Turner then called Mr. Burfon
Moore, Chairman of the Bargaining
Committee, to assist on the grievance
_and further discussed the grievance
with Mr. Hoover Bankard, Superin-
tendent of Plant 70. Mr.” Bankard

asked to hear the facts of the griev-
ance and they were related fo him
as they had been to Mr. Davidson.
Mr. Bankard stated, “I never had a
Committeeman in this plant before
who wused up so much committee
time.” Mr. Moore then asked Mr.
Bankard, “Did he exceed the com-

mittee time allowed him?” “No,” re-
plied Mr.-Bankard. Mr. Bankard then
stated that he would investigate the

. grievance and asked the Committee

to return at 1:30 P.M. Upon return-
ing the Committee was told by Mr.
Bankard that Mr. Weckler would
give the answer. ]

Mr. Weckler also raised the ques-
tion of excessive committee time, and
of having previously been off the
job without permission, which is'not
true as later evidence will indicate.
Mr. Weckler said, “The penalty will
stand. If higher Management wants
to change it, that's their business.”

Mr. Kenny has held many Union
positions, and many attempts have
been made by Management to pre-
vent Mr. Kenny from carrying out
his Union duties. At present, a griev-
ance is in the Four-Man Appeal stage
charging Harold Golden of Factory
70 of Unfair Labor Practices. This
charge is substantiated by affidavits,

On March 31, 1948, Mr. Weckler

‘was charged with attempts to intimi-

date Committeeman Casper Kenny,
and E. L. Holmes. His reply was
“This is-an error on my part as I
gave these two men permisssion to
talk to Mr. Mitchell.” This statement
is on a signed grievance.

The Union contends that the rep-
rimand on Mr. Kenny should be re-
moved, and that he should receive
back pay for all time lost. The fact
that Management admits the only
time he was off the job without per-
mission was during the tragedy, along
with two hundréd others, is evidence
that Management deliberately singled
him out. Certainly dinyone in the case
of his personal safety, or the safety
of others, is justified in assisting, if
possible.

Citizenship Rights
Are Restored to
Fred E. Beal

GASTONIA, N. C. (WDL)—Citizen-
ship rights have been restored to
Fred E. Beal, framed union organ-
izer, by the Superior Court of Gas-
ton County, North Carolina as the re-
sult of court action brought on his
behalf by the Workers Defense
League.

Beal was convicted in 1929 on
charges growing out of the Gastonia
textile strike. The evidence in the
case was of the flimsiest nature and,
through the years, it became increas-
ingly evident that the conviction was
based’ on anti-labor prejudice. His
fight for justice had been especially

opposed by the Stalinists because of,

his repudiation of Stalinism after he
had lived and worked in Russia for
three years.

- r

PACKINGHOUSE

WE MUST ASSESS

STRIKE'S LESSONS
By SUSAN GREEN
The packinghouse workers are back on the
job. Some of them still nurse their wounds, re-
‘ceived on the picket line. Some families grieve
for their dead, killed on the picket line. After
sixty-five days of brave struggle, the strikers re-
- turned to work with the nine-cent-an-hour in-
crease the companies had originally offered, which
is twenty cents less than the workers were ask-
ing to enable them to come abreast of the cost of
living. :
This unsuccessful strike must not be pushed in-
to oblivion as rapidly as possible and forgotten.
The determination of the big packing companies
to break the strike was indeed an eye-opener.
Whe that has the labor movement at heart was
not alerted by the frank and unashamed reversion
to “good old-fashioned" strikebreaking methods re-
sorted to by the companies unwilling to grant an

adequate wage increase out of profits that had
risen 430 per cent in 1947 over 19397

It is an open secret that long before the end
of the war the capitalist class was sharpening
the swords with which to slash at the labor move-

ment as soon as the war was decently over and, it -

was no longer necessary to kid labor along. The
anti-labor drive seemed, however, to be mainly to
get anti-labor legislation on the books, to attack
labor through “legitimate” channels. Thus, before
long, thirty-six states had passed anti-union laws,
climaxed by the passage of the federal Taft-
Hartley law. The varied court action against the
unions based on this hostile legislation, was ex-
pected. The injunctions, the fines, even the seiz-
ing of the railroads by the federal government,
all were in line with the legislative advantage
gained by the capitalist class. However, it was
a jolt to see the raw, physical violence employed
by the barons of meat to break the strike, meth-
ods that harked back to the most bloody struggles
in labor’s history,

VIOLENCE AGAINST THE STRIKERS

The companies used scabs and armed them.
Company trucks and cars recklessly erashed into
picket lines. Strikers were provoked to so-called
violence as a pretext for calling in guardsmen to
protect the scabs. Police beat strikers, destroyed
union property, and terrorized a whole commu-
nity. The paraphernalia of modern war stood as
a threat against the strikers.

In South St. Paul, Minnesota, the national guard
was called in after armed scabs had shot and killed
three pickets. But the guardsmen did not direct
their attention to disarming the scabs. They
“roughed up'" the strikers, then stood with fixed
bayonets ushering scabs in and out of the Swift and
Armour plants. The soldiers were also under or-
ders to suspend the strikers' right of free assembly
and prevented four or more people from gathering
in public,

At Waterloo, Iowa, William Farrell, a striker,
was shot from an auto that was entering through
the plant gates of Rath Packing Company. The
bullet also pierced the shoulder' of a woman
striker. Whereupon a state of “violence” was per-
ceived by Governor Robert Blue who called out
the State Guardsmen for anti-strike duty. At the
East St. Louis, Illinois, plant of Armour, Ed
Hucks was shot and killed while picketing. In
Atlanta, Mrs, Marie Browder was run down and
badly injured by a truck attempting to enter the
Armour plant.

At the Armour plant in Chicago, the company
attempted to run trucks through the picket lines.
As reported by the CIO News, on order from
Police Captain George Barnes to “step on it,” a
ten-ton truck hit picket Santo Cicardo, -crushing
him to almost immediate death. Cicardo was at-
tempting to talk to the driver of the truck to dis-
suade him from driving through the picket lines.
Barnes is reported to have said he would get
trucks through “regardless of consequences.”

The pogrom against sirikers by the police of
Kansas City, Kansas, received wider publicity than
the other acts of sirikebreaking violence insti-
gated by the companies. Without provocation
seventy police descended upon ten pickets, entered
restaurants where workers ate, broke into the
union hall, Skulls were broken, and bodies battered
and bruised. An estimated one hundred union peo-
ple were injured; ten had to be hospitalized; a
woman needed five stitches in her head. In addi-
tion, the police smashed the door of the union hall,
destroyed the loud speaking apparatus, broke
dishes in the soup kitchen, shattered windows and
chairs, carried away union records.

How did all this happen in Kansas City, Kan-
sas? It is reported that the Chamber of .Com-
merce had called upon the Mayor, protesting that
the police were too “easy” on strikers. The police
raid was “ordered” by the Chamber of Commerce
from its servant, His Honor. The Police Captain,
Eli Dabhlin, is said to have told his men to “crack
skulls.” They did. The climax of the story is that
the Mayor of Kansas City, Kansas, a Republican, -
was endorsed, by the ... CIO-PAC!

TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE

Such reckless strikbreaking tactics testify to
the deep-seated determination of the capitalist

- class to beat'down labor to where it will “give no

trouble.” The atrocities of the packing companies
also reveal how shallow and hypocritical is the
so-called respect of the capitalist class for the
workers’ right to strike and to picket.

Yes, who that has the labor movement at heart
was not alerted by these actions of the powerful
meat companies against their striking workers?
The CIO has instituted legal actions wherever
possible to bring the culprits to justice. But what
is capitalist justice in such a case? Will the real
culprits, the meat companies and their politicians
in the places of government, be punished’ )

Far better is it for labor to have its own peo-
ple in the places of government. Far better Is it
for labor to organize its own class political party
and cease supporting capitalist class politicians.
There must be an end of electing governors and
mayors, presidents and congressmen, who dre servs'
ants of the capitalist class, o pass their laws and
carry out their deeds of violence against the work-
ers.

Furthermore, labor must advance in its ideas

of solidarity and team work in economic struggle. .

One- section .of labor must not be permitted to
get out on a limb, all by itself, to be battered as
were the packinghouse workers. Financial sup-
poit of some sort they did get from other CIO
unions. But .as for the actual fight, they stood
alone, without even sympathy strikes to give them
courage and to give the companies pause in their
brutal tacties.

The conduct and outcome of the packinghouse
strike, therefore, seem to say: It is time for labor
to change its political and economic ways.
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U.S. Korean Puppet Gets
 In Russian-Style "Free Election”

By JACK BRAD

Elections in U, S.-occupied Korea
have just been completed. The re-
turns are, on the face of if, an as-
tounding vote of confidence in Amer-
ican policy and. in the American-
supported reactionary party of Syng-
ham Rhee. Fully 95 per cent voted
for this party. Such an overwhelming
vote must be immediately suspect to

. anyone even slightly acquainted with
conditions in the country. The elec-
tion constitutes a political demon-
stration and plebiscite on the occu-
pation . under conditions of general
terrorization and military rule,

The elections were restricted to
South Korea solely. Russia refused to
permit them in its northern zone.
They were held in answer to the
Russian demand that both powers
withdraw their troops and end the
occupation of all Korea. The Rus-
sian program placed American pol-
fcy in an acute position. Under the
slogans of reunification and with-
drawal of all troops, the Russians had
given the Stalinist parties a weapon
which they used effectively to con-
solidate immense popular support in
both zones, among nationalists of all
shades of political opinion.

This program took concrete forms
last February when conferences were
held in North Korea to prepare for
the formation of an all-national pro-
visional government. So powerful
was the attraction of such a pros-
pect, that even the opportunists of
the right in the South- could not re-
sist. Kim Koo, former president of
the Korean government-in-exile and
Kim Kuisie, former chairman of the
Interim Legislative Assembly in the
South, two liberal leaders, sought to
participate. The U. S. ariny prevent-
ed them.

RUSSIAN AIM

The general Russian aim is clearly
to eliminate the Americans and es-
tablish a mass base supporting their
policy, thus controlling an all -na-
tional government which would be
beholden to Russia. This was prob-
ably not the immediate purpose since
such an outcome must depend on the
larger aspects of the Russian-Amer-
ican conflict. )

However, the means were estab-
lished, the course laid, and the fu-
ture of American occupation made
increasingly difficult, more costly
and resting on decreasing support. In
effect, Russia, no less than the U. S.
seeks a partition as the first step to-
ward complete control. Russia sought
to accomplish this with the maximum
of political capital. &

On May 1, the Russian politica
offensive came to a head. A constitu-
tion was adopted by a Stalinist-or-
ganized congress in the North claim-
ing jurisdiction over all Korea. Thus
there exists a Russian sponsored re-
gime which, in the name of national
unification, will be enabled to keep
South Korea in constant political tur-
moil. This regime has a Russian or-
ganized army of 100,000 Koreahs with
modern arms captured from the Jap-
anese. North Korea contains one-
third the population but almost all
the industry. On the other hand, this
industry can only be maintained via-
bly in-close inter - dependence with
the agriculture and small consumers
goods - artisan production of the
South.

U. 8. COUNTERATTACK
The U. S. zone, while largely agri-
‘cultural, contains the best ports in
the country, the largest cities, and
two-thirds of the people, Partition is
an unjustifiable crime economically.
. Politically and culturally Korea is an
entity. The sole and single basis for
tearing the country in two is inter-

'}

imperialist conflict which is harden-
ing all the world into two camps.

The recent elections were the po-
litical counter-attack of the U. 8. to
the Russian program. After consider-
able jockeying in'the UN during
which the U.S, sought to penetrate
the Russian zone with a UN com-
mittee which would supervise the
elections, the UN Commission finally
received authority from the Little
Assembly, over Russian protest. The
Russians declared the Commission
illegal and refused to admit it to the
North, It is this Commission which

. served as the legal cover for the

American plebiscite.

K. P. S. Menan, Indian Chairman,

of the Commission “was highly criti-
cal of the state of civil liberties in
both zones.” “Commission members
were highly skeptical about the pos-
sibility of holding anything resem-
bling free elections in Korea.” (For-
eign Polic$ Bulletin, May 14) Im-
prisonment for political aclivity in
the U.S. Zone is common. Although
the occupation established habeus

corpus, Mark Gayn, Chicago Sun
- correspondent, reports that it is on
paper only.

BITTERNESS MOUNTS .

When U.S. troops nmarched into
Korea they were welcomed as liber-
ators. The masses rose against the
Japanese police aand disarmed them,
“collaborators” were killed or jailed.
A great wave of joy swept over the
long suppressed nation and freely
constituted organizations began to
develop. Every remainder of the 30
year Japanese tyranny was stormed,
attacked and renounced. One of the
first acts of General Hodge was to
re-establish the hated Japanese con-
stabulary as the police arm of the
occupation. “Collaborators” were re-
leased. In all Korea the Army could
discover only a single “war crim-
inal.” Today, 48,000 Japanese patrol
their former colony as U.S. assigned
police, and are fully armed.

The promise of the Cairo Confer-
ence that Korea would have full in-
dependence was interpreted to mean
“eventual independence.” Korea was
divided artificially at the 38th par-
allel. The welcome for the liberators
turned into bitterness ‘at the new
conquerors. Allen Raymond, Herald-
Tribune correspondent reports “As
for American troops—Koreans by the
thousands hate them—" Lone sentries
are frequently stoned. =l

Economic consequences of the im-
perialist truncation have been
equally devestating. Neither half of
Korea can exist independent of the
other, National unification is a slo-
gan which also means bread, clothing
and economic reconstruction. Today,
South Koreans aré wards of the U.S,,
dependent on those notorious human-
itarians, the U.S. Congress, for their
daily bread. It is no wonder then
that starvation is chroniec and hunger
50 ‘universal, even among the wealth-
jer classes. It is the general opinion
of most observers that Korea is to-
day economically far worse off than
it was under the heel of the Japan-
ese.

Without manufactures, consumers
goods -are practically non - existent.
The consequence is rampant infla-
tion. During 1946 alone prices in the
U.S. zone increased 400 per cent and
during 1947 they rose another 400
per cent. In the main port city of
Fusan in 1947 the following price in-
dices prevailed (1945, a high price
year, as 100): vegetables 883, meat
972, spices 2150, canned foods 1298,
cotton cloth' 6275, household heating:
fuel 3586. These are city prices in-
dicating the burden of the working
class.

The Fusan Chamber of Cornmerce
has determined that a minimum wage
of 4500 yen is necessary for sub-
sistance for a family of 3. The Fusan
chief of police received 3500 yen. In
such an economy, corruption, venal-
ity, black marketeering and looting
are the normal methods of avoiding
starvation.

PUPPET RULE

Because these are the conditions
of South Korea and because the
American ineptness and cruelty is
so patent, it is difficult to accept the
95 per cent vote which the U.S. spon-
sored candidate received as valid ex-
pressions of political sentiment, One
member of the UN Commission de-
scribed civil liberties in the two
zones as resembling Tito’s Yugosla-
via in one and Franco’s Spain in the
other. Rightist terrorism has received
tacit support from the U.S. Army.

Syngham Rhee is an American pup-
pet. His party is that of the reaction-
ary landlords with some merchant

"Ja” Vote

compradore support. It is doubtful
that a landlord party closely tied to
the hated occupation could receive
such an overwhelming endorsement.
Rhee’s program is one of collabora-
tion and nothing more. He recently

demanded mnationalization of indus-

try. And well he might since almost
all of consequence is in the north.

The elections in the U.S. Zone are
meant to provide a legal basis for
the partition and endorsement of U.S.
policy of perpetuating its inter-im-
perialist conflict on Korean soil. Par-
tition will continue to tear apart the
ravished land until both invaders are
expelled. Social revolution has great
appeal for the Korean masses who
have a record of unremitting strug-
gle for national existance. The Ko-
rean revolution must begin with a
struggle against the new conquerors
and their quislings on both sides. Its
strategy requires close alliance with
the uncommitted workers of China
and the new mass labor movement
of Japan.

The army brass, in preparing for
the next war, is already carrying on
its surveys and drawing up its blue-
prints on how to shackle a worker
to his job and prevent him from be-
having as a free man. The fact that
there are not tens of millions of un-
employed has the brass worried. The
brass doesn't dare talk openly about
“manpower controls” at the present
time, It knows that there would be
a terrific reaction against it, but it
is working on its plans, quietly and
carefully. !

In a front page article in the April
30, 1948 Journal of Commerce, the
Washington Bureau of that paper re-
ports that “confronted with this
problem, top military officials now
are studying blueprints for various
types of manpower controls. Some of
them go far beyond anything created
during the last war. Since they must
view the present as potentially a
‘prewar’ period for purposes of their
‘just-in-case’ planning, these officials
are wondering where to find the ad-
ditional manpower needed atop the
present mnear-60,000,000 person now

Army Brass Prepares Blueprints
On Manpower Control in Next War

employed.”

A report of this type appearing
in the Journal of Commerce means
something because it is a paper with
some knowledge of what is going on.
For LABOR ACTION readers who
are not familiar with the Journal let
us inform them that it is a full-sized,
forty-page daily published in three
cities, often has supplements with as
many as fifty pages on just one sub-
ject alone and dutifully reflects the

reactionary interests of the industri-

alists that it serves.

The Journal article tontinues with
the various factors that make the
problem “more complex” and says
that the army officials have a pro-
gram but that, “standing in the way
of such a program, however, are stiff
Congressional cuts in appropriations
for the agencies that would do the
job, the lack so far of any form of
manpower control, and the rockbot-
tom scarcity of housing for migrant
workers.”

All this of course ties up at the
moment with getting workers to
leave their present jobs and go to

the out-of-the-way factories where
war production is going on. Also to
get workers to the farms. This will
be tied-in with Universal Military
Training if that legislation goes
through.: Certain factories and eertain
areas will be considered vital in “se-
curity planning.” If a worker goes
to these factories or areas to work
he may be deferred and will not have
to go into the army. That will un-
doubtedly be the form the first phase
of peacetime manpower control will
take—stricter forms will follow.

If during the last war the workers
felt that they were tied down, be-
cause they couldn’t get a ‘release”
from a war job—and to leave it, or
strike or complain could mean can-
cellation of deferment —they ain't
seen nothing yet. For, to once again
quote the Journal of Commerce, the
paper of big business:

“Top military officials now are
studying blue-prints for various types
of manpower controls. Some of them
go far beyond anything created dur-
ing the last war.”

What are you doing about it?

' PROS AND CONS: A Discussion Corner

What Is the
Marshall Plan?

I wish to add 'a few comments to
your discussion of the Marshall Plan
in:the issue of May 17. I address my
remarks especially to James T, Far-
rell and Albert Goldman who, I be-
lieve, are not fully acquainted with
the real content and practical mean-
ing of the Marshall Plan. I consider
your own comments more or less cor-
rect, but too abstract and with too
many essential points lacking to be
fully convincing.

1 agree with Farrell that even cap-
italist reconstruction in Europe is
better than no reconstruction —and
better than reconstruction under an
authoritarian, police - state Stalinist
control. But the Marshall Plan does
not ensure or even make possible cap-
italist reconstruction. Reconstruction
of Europe can be undertaken with
some hope of success only by a co-
operative union of free and indepen-
dent mnational units. The Marshall
Plan provides, not for capitalist re-
construction, but for the transforma-
tion: of half of Western Europe into a
kind of India—as pre~war India was
at the height of British imperialism.

Until the London Conference (1947)
the practical meaning of the Marshall
Plan was mysterious. Neither Mar-
shall nor anyone else could say what
they intended by their “plan.” The
very idea of a plan had arisen be-
cause of the danger of financial and
political collapse in the Western Eu-
ropean couhniries and because of the
reluctance of Congress to vote money
for continuous stop-gap aid without
some “constructive plan.”

At this time Foster Dulles prepared
a “plan,” which was really the basis
" for the Marshall Plan and for behind-

the-scenes discussions at the London
Conference. The idea as it developed
was to create a strong anti-Commu-
nist France and a Germany subject
to French imperialist aims. This
meant a Germany whose Ruhr coal
deposits would be exploited in ac-
cordance - with French
aims, and German potentialities of
industrial reconstruction would be
denied.
It was then left mainly to the
French and British representatives to
determine the concrete nature of the
Marshall Plan and the role that West-
ern Germany would play in it.

Menaces Civil Liberties —

(Continued from page 1)

ete.—would be subject to the same
procedure should the attorney gen-
eral decide that these struggles rep-
resent a danger to the real rulers of
America and therefore label them
“Communist.”

The bill’s definition of a “Commu-
mist organization” includes a meas-
uring rod which reads: “the extent
to which it supports or advocates the
basic principles and tactics of com-
munism as expounded by Marx and
Lenin.” This means that socialist or-
ganizations, those whose concept of
socialism has nothing in commeon with
the. totalitarian_. conception.. of. the
Communist Party, would be hounded,

The publishing of lists, turning
over of financial records, exclusion
from federal jobs and labeling as
“Communist” are all means of in-
timidation. There are those who ar-
gue that the Mundt bill does not want
to drive organizations underground.
It wants, they say, only to bring
them out into the open. It is a sad
fact of American life that political,
social and economic sanctions (not
to mention occasional physical vio-
lence) are used against those people
believed to be “communists,” that is,
in any way identified with the Stﬂ:‘lg-
gle for a better ‘world. Registration
with the attorney general on the
basis ‘of the requirements of the
Mundt bill can.only mean that or-

ganizations thus singled out would
be driven out of existence.

MUST BE BLOCKED'

Readers of LABOR ACTION are
well aware of the fact that we are
not defenders of the reactionary to-
talitarian Communist Party. The Sta-
linists at home and abroad are noth-
ing‘more than the tools and hirelings
of the exploitive Russian ruling

. class. Stalin has but to nod his head

and the CP of every country rushes
to do his bidding. A mere glance at
the phenomenal record of flipflops
in political line undertaken by the
Communist Party, to the beat of each
successive change in Russian foreign
policy, is more than adequate testi-
mony to this fact. But we know well
that the Stalinists must be fought by
superior socialist politics. They can-
not be fought by governmental sup-
pression, .

Mundt-Nixon want to start the ball
rolling with the Communist Party.
They don't say which organization
will come next, but we may rest as-
sured that the passage of this reac-
tionary bill will see a resurgence of
hysteria comparable to the infamous
Palmer Red Raids of post- World
War I fame that will put them to
shame.

We must block the attempt to make
the Mundt-Nixon Bill law. It has
already been passed by the House
and is now before the Senate, Pro-

tests must be made to Congress in
the form of letters, delegations and
demonstrations. Every progressive
individual and organization, every
trade union, must enter this fight.
The Stalinists have already taken

. over the leadership of the anti-Mundt

bill drive in many places. Their rec-
ord on civil liberties, not only in
Russia but in this country, is abys-
mal. They cannot be trusted to lead
a. real democratic struggle. They
must be swept aside and a progres-
sive leadership must spearhead the
fight.. The time is now. WE MUST
DEFEAT THE MUNDT - NIXON
BILL! :
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LABOR ACTION invites its readers
to contribute discussion arficles
on the Marshall Plan: Contribu-
tions must be limited to 1000
words!

SUPPRESS PRODUCTION

It should be pointed out that the ~

terrible economic conditions in Eu-
rope are largely due, not to the con-
sequences of the war itself, but to the
post - war policies of the victorious
powers. The suppression of recon-
struction in Germany, suppressive
measures designed to starve the Ger-
mans, the dismantling or administra-
tive immobilization of the productive
forces have deprived Europe of her
richest source of reconstruction pos-
sibilities. German mass production of
fertilizer, ,of manufactured goods,
building ‘materials and synthetic
products would have been possible
had it not been for the U.S.-Russian
policy of deindustrialization. The eco-
nomic losses effected by this policy
far outweigh the trickle of Marshall
aid now provided.

It may"bgdrgued that the intent of
the Marshall Plan is to counteract the
effects of jthis policy, and that we
must take up our argument from the
present point. But this is not true
either. The Marshall Plan provides
for further suppression of the pro-
ductive forces of German industrial-
ism .and for continued industrial dis-
mantling, -in accordance with the
French imperialist aims and British
and American competitive interests
which largely determine the concrete
nature of the plan.

With the loss of a strong German
industrial- economy, Western Euro-
pean indusiries will be forced to ex-
port more industrial goods, for they
will have lost their inper European
marketing basis. They will be driven
more easily and more quickly into a
new depression.

Less American aid with no plan

would have provided greater eco-
nomic benefits to Europe than more
aid with the Marshall Plan. Thus: 15
tons of coal can produce one ton of
nitrate fertilizer. One ton of fertilizer
can produce 75 tons more grain pro-
duction. Under the terms of the Mar-
shall Plan up to 40 per cent of the
Ruhr coal will be shipped out of Ger-
many. And for this the Germans will
be repaid with a fraction of the ad-
ditional grain that could have been
grown with the aid of fertilizer pro-
duced by that coal! The supporters of
the Marshall Plan only notice the
grain that is shipped and never the
grain that is never grown.

MUST SEEK THIRD WAY

Stalinism will not gain control of
Western Europe—not because of the
Marshall Plan but despite the . Mar-
shall Plan. The fate of the Commu-
nist movements in Western Europe
was sealed before the Marshall Plan
went into effect. A direct Russian
construction of satellite regimes may
have been possible immediately aiter
the war, but not now. Even at that
time Russian imperialism would have
found it difficult to digest these areas,
with their vast industrial populations
which, cut off from the world econ-
omy and without a realist socialist-
reconstruction, would have been
thrown into the worst kind of eco-
nomic chaos. The aim of Russian im-
perialism i§ not to control but to
neutralize Western Europe and pre-
vent it from becoming a military base
for the United States. i

.Success or failure of this Russian
policy will be determined in Ger-
many. Continuous occupation and par-
tition of Germany combined with the
economic strangulation provided by

* the Marshall Plan will assure a Sta-

linist victory in Germany—not on the
basis of a Communist revolution but
through Russian organization and
support of a nationalist nature,
Anti-Stalinist mass movements in
Western Europe must seek for a
third way .out, which is not the Mar-
shall Plan way and not the Stalinist
way. For the Marshall Plan way is

not to reconstruct Europe but to con-
solidate the wvested interests in the
destruction ‘of German industrialism.
Without the Marshall Plan, as much
or almost as much actual relief would
have had to be shipped to Western
Europe anyway, to meet the recur-
rent political and economic crises.
But, without the Marshall Plan, there
would have been a growing demand
inside Europe for real reconstruction
on a ftruly cooperative basis. The
Marshall Plan heads off such a de-
mand and creates new illusions. It is
significant that details of the Mar-
shall plan discussion or the official
documents on the plan were not pub-
lished in Western Germany.

The confusion in Western Europe
concerning the real nature of the
Marshall Plan seems to be as great
as in the U. S. The danger is that the
disillusionment and disappointment
with' the outcome of the plan will
turn the mood of the European
masses to a violent anti-Americanism
that will be exploited by new candi-
dates for dictator as well as by Sta-
linist movements. )

S. LEDER

Defends .Edil'orial
On Marshall Plan

Dear Editor:

Although motivated from opposite
viewpoints, the ecritical letters of
comrades Goldman and Hall pub-
lished in last week’s LABOR AC-
TION, equally reject LABOR AC-
TION’s editorial stand on socialist
policy with respect to the Marshall
Plan. In my opinion, these critical
letters only serve to bolster the ap-
‘proach of LABOR ACTION, and do
not  challenge its validity. Recogniz-
ing the difficulty and complexity of
the problem, LABOR ACTION at-
tempted to avoid the equally unde-
sirable doctrinaire - sectarian ap-
proach (that of Hall), and the short-
sighted, narrow conception (that of
Goldman) by evaluating the overall
meaning of the Marshall Plan and
properly placing, within the frame-
work of the Plan, the aspect of ma-
terial and economic aid which is a
part of it. While it is true, as Ben
Hall , remarks, that LABOR AC-
TION’s position is much closer to
that of Goldman than his own, this
is irrelevant since the fact is we re-
ject both approaches!

GOLDMAN'’S POSITION

Let us consider the objections of
our crities. First, those of eomrade
Goldman, According to him, LABOR
ACTION is opposed to the Marshall
Plan “ .. because of the motives of
its proponents”; and, in the same
vein, because the “conditions and
strings” attached to the ERP Bill
make it necessary to oppose it. Gold-
man has read our editorial, no doubt,
but he apparently has not understood
why we are against the Marshall
Plan in general, and would have
voted “no” on the ERP bill in par-
ticular,

Let us reiterate the basis of our
opposition. Considered as a whole,
the Marshall Plan in all its aspects is
the concretization of American im-
perialist strategy in our day. Our
principled opposition to imperialism
makes it mandatory to oppose the
Plan of imperialism; the Marshall
Plan IS imperialism, the imperialism
of 1948. The “conditions and strings”
in the ERP Bill itself are of SEC-
ONDARY importance; they are but
the symptomatic evidence of the dis-
ease itself and ceriainly do not de-
termine, by themselves, our attitude
towards this Bill, They help us only.
to diagnose its real mature. If Gold-
man would but take the trouble to

_ read the ERP Bill itself, adopted sev-

eral weeks ago by Congress, he would
understand this. He seems to think
the Bill is a simple act of Congress
appropriating $5% billions for mate-
rial aid, and nothing else. Let him
read the Bill, its preamble stating its
purposes, the various clauses and con-
ditions etc. and he will learn why,
in the concrete circumstances, we

consider this specific Aef part and
parcel of the imperialist cloth of the
Marshall Plan and why, therefore,
we express our “no confidence” in
American imperialism and its Plan
by veoting against the very Bill which
symbolizes the Plan itself,

But, at the same time, Goldman
is just as wrong when he interprets
our position to signify that we
would oppose such a Bill or a simi-
lar one “. .. even if our vote means
the defeat of the bill proposing aid.”
There is nothing in the editorial jus-
tifying such a conclusion, particularly
since it discussed a specific bill on
which a specific vote had taken place
in Congress under the circumstances
of today. Although far too much em-
phasis has already been placed upon
this question of Congress, voting pro-
cedure and parliamentary tactics (all
of which is subordinate to the real
jssues involved), let me try to make
one thing clear, if only to avoid fur-
ther misunderstanding. There is noth-
ing that says our present attitude to-
ward this particular bill must be
eternal and never-changing. If the
inconceivable circumstance (to me,
at least, inconceivable) - had' arisen
where ours would be the decisive
vote, determining whether any aid
at all would go to the peoples’ of
‘Europe, then in my opinion it is quite
conteivable we would vote “yes,” be-
cause THEN the issue would be one
of aid, or no aid, rather than the ac-
tual, now-existing issue of a vote of
confidence or no-confidence. But it is
obviously the latter issue which was
involved in the real vote that took
plate, not Goldman's imaginary vote.
Thus it seems to 'me that comrade
Goldman has failed to properly re-
late the Marshall Plan (Truman Doc-
irine, ERP Bill, military aid et al),
and the immediate question of eco-
nomic aid to Europe, hence his argu-
ment.

HALL’S POSITION

Our differences with comrade Hall
are more serious. Although he shares
with comrade Goldman the fallacy
of equating economic aid to Europe
with the Marshall Plan, he carries
his principled opposition to an im-
possible extent, -falling victim to that
system of “logic by extension” which
invariably leads to absurd extremes.

If imperialist war will be the con-
tinuation of the imperialist Marshall
Plan (as LABOR ACTION has stat-
ed), then how will LABOR ACTION's
policy on the Marshall Plan mean
continuation of its opposition to im-
perialist war, when and if it begins?
The implication of this “devil's logic”
is that since, according to Hall, LA-
BOR ACTION is at present critically
supporting the Marshall Plan, it will
therefore critically support the war
that follows from it!. What is wrong
with this, of course, is that. LABOR
ACTION oes NOT give “critical sup-
port” to the Marshall Plan, as does,
for example, the Socialist Party.

We have explained, over and over,
that we are against-the Marshall Plan,
but we are for full material aid to
Europe, supplied and furnished by
the present, capitalist government.
Contradictory? No more “contradic-
tory” than any other immediate de-
mand , (such as a housing program,
higher social and unemployment in-
surance ete.) Marxists make upon
the government. Why should com-
rade Hall be for a housing program
from the government—one which
would yield huge profits to conirac-
tors, efc? His position is reminiscent
of that of some early Marxists who,
“on principle,” voted against any and
all government legislation. They
quickly abandoned this when its ab-
surdity became apparent. We raise
the demand of full aid to Europe in
the same sense as any immediate de-
mand upon the government, regard-
less of its composition. Is this the
same as the Marshall Plan, or sup-
port of it? Hall, by attaching as a
qualification, “ .. in principle, the
necessity to install a workingclass
government to aid the non-imperial-
ist reconstruction of Europe” makes
out of our immediate demand a fran-
sitional slogan whose realization lies

in the future, whether near or re-
mote.

But why must the question of aid
to Europe become a matter realiza-
ble only under such circumstances?
The imperialist character of Marshall
Plan aid lies not in the actual physi-
cal food and material itself, obvi-
ously, Material goods are “neutral.””
The question is, how are they utilized,
for what purposes and by whom?
That issue will be resolved by the
evolution and pursuit of the class
struggle in Europe itself and by our
concrete struggle against: all efforts
by America to make use of these
goods for its imperialist purposes. Is
it not legitimate to- also point: out
that carrying out of Hall's slogan
means, practically speaking, no aid to
Europe today?

“The chief task of American social-
ists in regard to the Marshall Plan
is to expose these (humanitarian)
pretensions,” says Hall, We disagree,
because we conceive of TWO chief
tasks, of equal importance: (1) To
oppose American imperialism, its im-
perialist Marshall Plan with all its
connotations and implications, its war
aims and its pretensions. (2) To fight
for economic aid to the masses of
Europe AT THE SAME TIME, as ab-
solutely vital and essential for the
revival of the European revolution-
ary movement, the only movement
that can possibly defeat Stalin’s ob-
vious intent to conquer the entire old
Continent. Does Hall accept the val-
idity of our second proposition? How
interesting that in his entire article
_there is no mention of the danger of
Stalinism and, least of all, of a gen-
eral strategy for overcoming this
danger! Why? Because Hall is look=
ing at the world through only one
eye and this one eye sees ONLY
‘American imperialism. We see the
iwin, dual and equal menaces of both
American and Russian imperialisms
and this gives us a truer picture of
the situation, .

The revolutionary maqvement is
pressed harder than ever on two sides
by the great weight of the two Pow-
ers. If this movement is to survive
and grow, it must be able to maneu-
ver and tack within the free space
still left to it. This ‘“free space” ex-
ists because of the contradictions be-
tween -the two Powers. One of these
contradictions, at the moment, com-
pels American imperialism to pour
billions into Europe for its recon:
struction and stabilization. We would
be supreme idiots not to take advan-
tage of this. No, we want this aid to
Europe, we demand more and more
of it! It will help our class brothers
there and give them the possibility
of lifting themselves up once more
and gaining that bare physical and
moral level from  which they will

.have the strength to combat, on an

independent basis, both imperialist
war camps. Prostitutes, Black Mar-
keteers and paupers can't make a
revolution!

Thus we must reject Goldman’s.

position because it would mark a
break in our consistent .political op-
position to American imperialism;
and thus must we reject Hall's posi-
tion because it would shunt aside to
another planet the need for a con-
crete struggle on behalf of the Euro-
pean workers. The position of LA-
BOR ACTION is: against the Mar-
shall Plan as.a whole; for the fullest
immediate economic aid to the peo-
ples of Europe.
Comradely,
Henry JUDD

rd
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The current New International car-
ries special articles on the Crech
events, '
N V'
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