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FIVE CENTS

By AL FINDLEY

While the UN Assembly talks and
talks, the fateful day of May 15 nears
for Palestine. On that day Britain
will legally relinquish its mandate
and it is doubtful that the UN will
be able to forge a new foreign rule
for Palestine by then.

The Jews will declare their inde-
pendence and the existence of a Jew-
ish state. There is still some dis-
agreement in the leading circles of
the Jewish Agency on whether to
declare a “de facto” state and leave
the door open for some form of UN
“neutral emergency administration”
or declare a full-fledged independent
state. Unlike the propaganda decla-
rations, official statements are guard-
ed on this point. Should Jewish mili-
tary success continue in Palestine, the

chances are that a “de jure” (Iega])

state will’be created.

The U! S. is putting the utmost
pressure ion the Jewish Agency not
to declare an independent state. On
the othe# hand, it is reported that
three countries in the Russian bloc
will recognize the Jewish state as
soon as it is declared. England too
is reported ready to give ‘“de facto”
recognition to a Jewish state.

LULL IN FIGHTING

As soon as the mandate ends, the
Jews hope to get considerable arms,
now waiting in European ports. Jew-
ish officials hope to bring in 150,000
Jewish refugees in the next twelve
months, whether fighting continues
or- not.

In the last two weeks, there ‘has
been a Iull /in the Palestine fighting.
A cease-firé has been arranged for
Jerusalem, which may become, a
truce. The ' British, with about a
quarter of the force they previously
had in Palestine, are now keeping
some -order,, In_.praclice, what the
present Brltlsh order amounts to" is
guaranteeing to the Arabs those por-
tions of Palestine assigned to them
by the UN. This once again proves
that had there been any will, there
would have been little bloodshed in
Palestine.

All reporis of Arab countries in-
vading Palestine have not material-
ized. The United States is exerting
pressure to prevent open warfare in
order to keep Russia from interven-
ing. While organized warfare by the
Arab League is unlikely, continued
incursion of Arab “volunteers” can
be expected. The war council of the
Arab League has broken up ‘with the
withdrawal of Abdullah. To fore-
stall Abdullah, the Syrian and Leb-
anese who had favored large-scale
“guerrilla” warfare as soon as parti-
tion was voted, are now taking a pes-
simistic view and have declared that
it is now too late for invasion, since
a “Jewish state has already arisen.”
They are trying to place the blame

_for this on Abdullah, for waiting un-

til May 15.

Abdullah threateps to invade all
of Palestine, There seems little doubt
that he will march. The question is
how far he will go. There are still
many who hope and bhelieve that
Abdullah, under the guidance of the
British, will take only the Arab sec-
tion. This may take place, but only
after an attempt, or at least a pre-
tense, at the conquest of all of Pal-
estine.

POWER POLITICS

“In the UN the gaime of power poli-
tics continues. The U. S. has given

Palestine Deadline Near;
UN, Russia Play Power:
Politics With Jews, Arabs

up its plan for trusteeship, since it °

could not get British and French
troops to patrol Palestine. Instead,
‘the State Department is now support-
ing the British proposal for a “non-
political emergency administration”
to carry out the essential .minimum
functions that are needed by both
sections of Palestine and the econom-
ic union, The aim of the United States
is not to preserve. the peace and to
save lives, but to maintain the Anglo-
American’ domination of the Near
East, and above all, to prevent Rus-
sia from moving in. In their haste—
and with supreme confidence in their
power to dictate any,solution—they
failed to work out a plan that was
feasible even from their OWN impe-
rialist point of view.

Russia is playing a dual game. On
one hand, in the UN Russia supports
parfition. On the other hand her
stooges, the Arabian Stalinist parties,
continue to oppose a Jewish state;
her satellite, Czechoslovakia, sells
arms to the Arabs, and Yugoslavia
officially allows recruiting for the
Mufti forces. Yet these governments
will be the first to recognize the Jew-
ish state. )

‘Like ‘the. U, 8., Russia is not inter-
ested in the Jews or Arabs, but in
the military and strategic advantage
to herself. Russia js primarily inter-
ested in getting English troops out
of Palestine. At the same time she is
maintaining her contacts with the
Mufti elements and may in the near
future repeat the inglorious perform-
ance of 1929, when the Stalinists sup-
ported the Mufti pogroms.

UNITY ESSENTIAL

Now ' that the formation of the
Jewish state in Palestine seems to
be in the bag, it is especially impor-
tant to remember that for ‘the Jews

« all.aver .the world there will be lit-
tle improvement over their present

insecurity and weakness. Palestine
will be able to accommodate only 6
to 10 per cent of the Jews. About 90
per cent of the Jews will remain out-
side of Palestine. In the last analy-
sig; the 6 to.10 per -cent will not be

(Continued on page 2)

UAW Is Set for Showdown
Fight with Chrysler Corp.

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT—Chrysler corporation got
its first surprise last week when the
UAW-CIO brushed aside the farce of
negotiations which the company was
trying to get away with, and an-
nounced a break-off in talks with the
corporation until it got down to busi-
ness.

Instead of wasting its time listen-
ing to the insults poured on the union
negotiators by Chrysler officials, the
union leadership went to the rank
and file with an explanation of the
basic issues and why a strike show-
down seemed inevitable,

Of course; the rank and file re-
sponded to the situation. Confusion,
uncertainty and worry began to give
way to determination. In the shops
a change in séntiment was noticeable
and serious -strike preparations be-

gun.

EXPLAIN COMPANY TALK

At many local meetings, UAW
leaders explained why members were
being called upon again to make the
sacrifices necessary in a strike strug-
gle. In essence, the UAW said:

“Chrysler corporation believes that
the workers are so demoralized,
dumbs-and-willing ‘to work under
present conditions, that the wunion
can't get their backing. Only the
unién leadership is agitating for a
wage increase. The men in the shops
are afrald a wage increase means
higher prices, so they don’t want it.
The union might be able. to force the
men out on strike but can't keep

Natalia Trotsky Charges
Slander Drive Is in the

By NATALIA SEDOFF TROTSKY

The French weekly France Di-
manche presented to its readers on
March 21 of this year a testament
supposedly drawn up by Trotsky on
May 20, 1940. (See LABOR ACTION, .
April 19—Ed.) This political will at-
tributes, to Trotsky a.change of heart
regarding the socialist revolution and

his faith in' the working class. The’

editors of the paper hasten to attest
to their complete objectivity in pub-
lishing this “sensational document.”
They did not bother, however, to
question me on the subject. They
found it more objective to refer to
their interview of December 8, 1946
with the assassin ‘“Jacson- Morqard i
whom they designate, repeating the
lie of the GPU, as a collaborator of
Trotsky’s. This fact alone suffices to
brand them as paid hirelings of the
Stalin - apparatus. The unscrupulous

OpentheDoors

Conflicting reports have issued from Germany this past week

about the desire of the Jewish people to emigrate to the United States.

" One observer claimed that, where a year ago, the majority of Jews

wished to enter Palestine, the majority of them now wished to rebuild
their lives in the United States. This claim was immediately contested
by other observers and officials. Whichever side of the controversy is
right numerically, whether 100,000 or 100 wish to enter the United
States, there is only one correct stand on the matter politically:
OPEN THE DOORS OF THE UNITED STATES!

Such, in our view, must be the essential position of the labor move-
ment in this country. It is proper to defend the right of the Jews to emi-
grate to Palestine, to denounce and to circumvent the British blockade.
The first requirement, however, not only for socialists, but for all those
who have the slightest regard for democratic concepts, is to demand that
the government of this country end its despicable barriers on Immigration.

We suspect that great numbers would eléct to come here if they
were permitted to. We suspect also that a great many among those
who say they wish to go to Palestine do so because they feel it is
hopeless to attempt to come. here, Be that as it may, be we wrong or
right, it is still a fundamental obligation to insist upon the freedom
of the Jews, of any people, to migrate as they wish to the country
of their choice.

It means nothing, however, o uphold that general right if we do not
act to make it real here where we live and work. It is therefore incum-
bent upon us o demand of the U. S. government that it Jift its foul re-
strictions on immigration. Halfway measures are an insult; and such a
measure as is now before Congress to provide for “cheap labor! im-
portation of ‘domestics and farm workers is worse than an insult,

OPEN THE DOORS OQF THE, UNITED STATES! ~

= Lidis

gangsters of the pen cite the gang-
sters of the pick-ax and the knife.
The so-called “Mornard” interview
supplemented by his *“confessions”
concerning the crime committed by

-him eight years previously, give a

new version of the murder. The “sen-
sational document” is but a continua-

tion of a long chain of forgeries ex- .

posed by the Dewey commission in
1937. The completely fabricated will
bears the usual irept and clumsy
hall-marks of the dull police mind:
It should occasion no surprise that
having the complete confidence of
the assassin, “France-Dimanche” {is
also in the confidence of his masters
in Moscow,

THE BIGGER THE LIE . . .

The origin of the document is just
as ‘mythical as the document itself.
According to France-Dimanche the
testament was drawn up in July,
1940 and that same month a Soviet
agent succeeded in procuring a copy
and sending it to Moscow. What
speed in so delicate a matter! A sec-
ond copy came into possession of
France - Dimanche editors a short
time back, presumably through the
recently deceased Victor Serge (Ki-
balchich). In this case the GPU man-
ifested an incredible sluggishness. It
provided itself with a copy so as to
confirm 'therewith if necessary the
the existence of the France-Di-
manche document. Thus, eight years
of significant silence were broken in
the venal press. The Stalinist appa-
ratus manufactures not only the doc-
ument, but the proper occasion for
its revelation.

+ The soviet agent presumably pro-
cured a copy at the end of July from
a “close friend” of Trotsky’s. France-
Dimanche mistakenly places the date
of the assassination on July 20, 1940,
so that the document, according to
their ealendar, was stolen soon after
the assassination. But Trotsky was
murdered a full month later. It must
now be explained how the theft went
unnoticed during an entire month.
Neither I, nor any of 'the friends-
coworkers of Troisky ever saw or
heard of such a testament. But
THREE (!) copies somehow came into
the possession of the writer Victor
Serge. How? Victor Serge .left Paris

them out very long. If the union
wants to do something -for the men,
it would cut union dues, and give the
men $1.50 a month rthore in wages.
Only the dumb clucks can't get along
on the wages we pay.

“Pension plan? What the hell do
you think we are running? A charity
institution? . Profits? Sure, we made
a lot. Next year we intend to double
them. It is none of ‘your business.
That's what we are in busmess for.
To make profits!”

When the men in the:shops hear
of the attitude Chrysler has taken
during mnegotiations, they respond
with anger. At various local meetings
you can see the diffefence in reac-
tion between the start and the end
of the speeches. No ene is “rabble-
rousing” the workers, The facts
speak plainly for themselves. There
is no choice but to fight back. And
the workers see it.

The fact that the UA‘W-CIO has
announced its strike deadline, and is
not letting anything rdetkact from it,
also. has its effect. On May 12, the
plants go down, unless Chrysler
comes. across.

IGNORE STATE BOARD

One element -of 'uni'.'érminty rwas o

removed from the situation when the
union ignored the lay-offs at Chrys-
ler this past Friday and Monday. As
a matter of fact, everyone in the
shops recognized that these lay-offs
were phony, that steel was available
and that the corporation was merely
Arying to weaken the workers finan-

New GPU
Making

at the end of May 1940, before the
Germans entered Paris and for
months moved about the south of
France, without a permanent domi-
cile. Serge himself immigrated to
Mexico only in September of 1941,
thirteen months after the death of
Trotsky. But the master forgers care
nought for accuracy! Logic is foreign
to them. They follow unswervingly
Hitler's aim: “the bigger the lie, the
more it will be believed.”

Moreover, Trotsky had broken po-
litically with Serge back in 1937 and
criticized him sharply in many of his
articles. Serge, who had great re-
spect for Trotsky, moved away from
revolutionary Marxism, if he was
ever a genuine revolutionary Marx-
ist. What need would Serge have had
for concealing the existence of so
important a document, more espe-
cially since it was seemingly intend-
ed for “open ~ declaration to the
world's workers”? True to the GPU
form set in the. Moscow Trials, every-
thing hinges on a witness who can
never- be called to - testify. Victor
Serge is dead. )

PREPARE NEW SLANDERS

What aims does the GPU pursue in
fabricating this testament of Trot-
sky? They are not far to seek. Ef-
forts along such lines were not only
to be expected: they were actually
predicted at the time of the Nurem-
berg fiial of the Nazi arch-criminals.
The Stalinist prosecutor 'present at

that trial did not dare to accept the

challenge of the numerous petitions
sent to the presiding judge, request-
ing that questions be put to Hess and
the others to test the accuracy of tes-
timony of the Moscow Trials con-
cerning the alleged tie-up between
Trotsky and the Nazis, The resound-
ing silence, the utter failure to pro-
duce one single document that could
even remotely bolster up the GPU
frame-ups made it a foregone con-
clusion that new lies would be con-
cocted, not in the lighty of day, but
under circumstances more favorable
for Stalinist fraGd. The fake testa-
ment will not be the last poisoned
dish cooked up by the GPU. Each big
lie demands new and bigger fabricaJ
tions.

It is evident that a new campaign

(Contlnued on page 4)

cially before the strike began. This
move of the corporation boomer-
anged, for it merely exposed Chrys-
ler.

Another confusing angle was
cleared up by the union when it
bluntly told the Michigan State Me-
diation officials that it intended to
ignore those petty politicians and
their attempt to apply the Bonine-
Tripp law against the Chrysler work-
ers. :

(Continued on page 2)
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Rail Strike Broken--
Twice in Two Years!

Two years almost to the day after breaking the last railroad
strike, President Truman again came to the rescue of the rail-
road corporations and slapped a seizure-injunction order on the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, the Brotherhood of Fire-
men and Enginemen and the Switchmen's Union of North America
who were preparing to strike for a 30-cent raise and 25 rules

changes.

Using a law passed in 1916 which gives the Presldelii- the
right to seize the railroads in time of war, and acting on the
technicality that he has never declared World War 11 over,
Truman ordered the Secretary of War to run the railroads, and
secured a court order (from Judge Alan T. Goldsborough of
anti-mine union fame) directing the men to stay at their jobs.

What ‘is: supposed to make that different from an erdinary
mlunchon is that it is based upon the phony theory that strikes
are outlawed where the government is the employer (why?!);
two phony theories, in fact, for it also pretends that the gov-
ernment now owns the railroads.

The whole business reduces itself to out-and-out strikebreak-

Herman L. Weckler

Chrysler Corporation
Mr. Weckler:

As for your concern

Letter to Chrysler

Vice-President and General Manager

Two days after you gave a copy of a letter to me, as a Chrysler
" worker, to the newspapers, I received the letter. Which leads me to
believe that you were more interested in making the “public record,”
than in talking cold turkey with me,

After reading your letter, my suspicions were verified. Only some
one who never worked in the shop, who doesn’t know what goes oh,
could possibly be taken in by the haloney you passed out.

" Whom are you trying to kid, Mr. Weckler!

I'm glad to see that you recognize the power of-our union. Yes,
we can shut_her down,, aude her down, if you don’t come ACross.
That’s about the only point’in yourTetter we agree on.

You are worried about the cost of a strike, about the ‘sacrifices
it means for us? So are we. But we also remember something you
forgot to mention. It took a strike to convinee you management people
that we wanted our own union. Remember 19377

for us, quit kidding. We remember how many

union men you fired who tried to organize the shops.. We remember

the thousands of dollars you spent on spies, and stool-pigeons. Even |
now-we fight every day in the shops against your attempts to break ~

down union standards.

You write that you are sympathetic to our problems of purchasing
power. Mr. Weckler, you are a liar. Only last week you called us a
bunch of dumb clucks, and said our trouble was we spent our money
on beer! Didn’t you?

Well, we may not be the smartest people in the world, ‘but we know
a liar and a scoundrel when we see or hear one.

So a third round of wage increases won’t solve the problem, Mr.
Weekler? Who said it would? It would just BEGIN to solve the
problem, as far as we are concerned, But to get anywhere you have
to begin somewhere. We' want to begin to solve our problems by
getting a wage increase.

You try to make a clever answer to this, Mr. Weckler. You say,
but it didn’t work before. You got wage increases and prices went up.
That’s right. Your Congress, Mr. Weckler, the one controlled by you
and the other big industrial interests killed OPA. That is one reason
prices went up.

Another reason, Mr. Weckler, was that you' “raised prices! There
was np law saying you had to. You did it to make more profit, at our
expense.

Qur union proposes something dlﬂ'elent rlg'ht now. We say, take
the wage increase out of profits, and cut the price of your cars. You'll
still make enough money, to sat1sfy any ordmary hog. Didn’t you
read the advertisements our union published in the daily papers? I'll
bet you a b even you can't answer any of those figures or argu-
ments for higher wages without prices increases!

Your £ gs are hurt because you say the union is challenging
your “goo ith?” You claim you have been bargammg seriously?

I'll believe you when you announce you are proving good faith by
giving us any wage raise agreed to, RETROACTIVE to the day
negotiations began. How about it, Mr. Weckler?

As a matter of fact, you haven’t bargained in good faith., You've
insulted our negotlat.ors, you've sneered and laughed at us, you've
told us you don’t give a damn about us, by the phony “steel shortage"”
lay-off you gave us Friday and today

‘The simple truth of the matter is, Mr. Weckler, that you and the
men behind you on Wall Street, are determined to test us and our
union. You want to see how much you can get away with now.

Well, the UAW-CIO was built through struggle in 1936-37, it
-will be kept strong through struggle. We accept the challenge.

A LOCAL 7.MEMBER.

ing, the kind Truman used two
years ago aqainst the railroad
workers, the kind he used
against the mine workers. Li#-

. tle is changed so far as the

railroad corporations are con-

cerned, even to the detall of who
will actually direct rajiroad ppera-
Yions.

Technically assigned to the army,
the actual "army" directors are rail-
road executives, For example, Gus-
tav Metzman, president of New York
Central was made a colonel by ap-

NATIONALIZE -
RAILS UNDER
WORKERS’
CONTROL!

pointment on Monday, May 10, and

‘took charge of all eastern railroads.

Six other regional directors, equally
appointed colonels, are big shot rail-
road executives.

More important than that, how-
ever, is the fact that there is no
change, no change whatsoever, in the
financial structure of the roads. The
profits still go to the real owners.
The real owners direct every phys-
ical and financial aspect of the rail-
roads. So as to make it absolutely
clear, Secretary of War Royall em-
phasized this point in his directives.

The seizure is clearly nothing else
but a way of breaking the strike, as
industry seizures have proved to be

.in the past. It is not in any way a

move towards government owner-
ship of an industry that is probably
the most backward, the most mis-
managed of major capitalist indust-

ries.

The owners of this gigantic iIn-
dustry upon which the nation de-
pends - heavily have demonsirated
their complete bankruptcy time and
ogain, demonstrated it in . their re-
lations with the workers, demon-
strated it in the infinitesimal prog-
ress they have made in modern road -
operation,

A recent article in LABOR AC-
TION by Gordon Haskell showed
Jhow the railroad worker was the low
man on the wage totem pole.”” The

(Continued on page 2)

Fitzgerald Stops Local 101 Strike Vote

Motion Wlfhdrawn. But Membership Determined to Win Wage Raise

LYNN, Mass-—It took some mlghty
fast talking and many promises by
national president Albert J. Fitzger-
ald and the local officers to halt a
strike vote at the meeting of GE
Local 201 of the United Electric, Ra-
dio, and Machine Workers (CIO).
At a well attended meeting, Fred-
erick M. Kelly, business agent of the
Local, gave his report of the wage

" talks between the UE and the Gen-

eral Electric Company. He told the
‘membership that the GE would not
grant a wage increase. He was hardly
through with his speech when a mo-
tion was made to have a strike vote.
Several hundred members immedi-
ately seconded the motion. This was
the membership’s answer to the com-
pany that has been .stalling for
months and now says; it will not

grant an increase because it wants
to halt “inflation.”

Albert J. Fitzgerald was present at
this meeting because the local offi-
cers felt they needed him there to
prevent the meeting from getting out
of their hands. He took the floor and
asked that the strike motion be with-
drawn, He said, “I khow how you
feel, but we still have hopes that the
company will recognize the needs of
its people and their aroused feelings
on this issue. I do not believe such
an exireme measure is necessary, at
this time.

Hugh A. Joyce, presxdent of the
Local, asked that the motion be with-
drawn and that the negotiating com-
mittee at least be given‘another op-

. portunity to talk to'“top GE manage-

ment.”

After clmslderable debate the mo-
tion was withdrawn. But the mem-
bers made it clear that they were
seeking a substantial wage increase
and other economic demands—and
the leaders may as well realize that
the strike motion will not be with-
drawn at the next meeting, if there
is any need for making it.

The membership also refused to go
along with the gag that they sign
petitidns to show how outraged they
were at the company. They know
that these petitions impress no one.
The Schenectady GE Local 301 had
a petition with 10,000 names only the
week before—but it cut no ice with
anybody. The UE leaders are on the
spot.* The membershlp is watching
them very cIoser
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_ Phillip Weiss, State Mediation
Board chairman, announced the
Chrysler strike would have to be -
postponed until a secreét vote among
employes was taken. The daily press
here " screamed in its headlines,

“Chrysler Strike Postponed.”

.Only, they forgot to ask the union.
Speaking for the international exec-
utive board, Emil Mazey, acting pres-
ident, announced that the UAW-CIO
challenged the right of the state
board to intervene since the law
didn’t apply to a nation-wide strike,
and that the UAW-CIO was going
ahead as per schedule. It had taken
its 'own sirike vote, and it had an-
nounced its intentions under the
Taft-Hartley 60 day notice clause.

When' the state officials mentioned
court action, fines and imprison-
ment, the UAW leadership attitude
was that they’d have to take their
chances. After all, even: if the Bo-
nine Tripp law were found to be
constitutional, the maximum penalty
is six months in jail and a thousand
dollars fine! And in any strike settle-
ment, dismissal "of court action
against the union is likely to be one
of the first things agreed upon.

The whole point of this interven-
tion by the corporation-minded poli-
ticians i to build up a barrage of
anti-union propaganda by saying the
strike is “illegal.”

GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE

' Besides explaining the corpora-
tion's attitude, and showing that the
union means business, the union lead-
ership has also done a pretty fair
job of indicating the significance of
. the Chrysler strike to all organized
labor. Again,*a summary of the kind
of speeches made would be along
these lines:

Railroad

railroad owners have proved that
they cannot operate the roads in
such a way as to pay labor a decent
wage for work done under decent
conditions, and they have proved
that they cannot. operate.the roads.
.in the full public interest.

REAL NATIONALIZATION

. There is only one real solution,
and that is NATIONALIZATION,
government ownership, UNDER
WORKERS’' CONTROL! The seiz-
ure is a pretense at government
bwnership. It leaves everything that
is rotten in the railroad picture in-
tact. We repeat, the bankrupts re-
main the owners, in every sense.
The only ones who are hit are the
‘workers. :

The government will probably con-
tinue its seizure order until the rail-
road workers accept the decision of
the fact-finding board which held
15%2. cents to be. an adequate -in-
crease. The intervention of the fact-
finding board is especially interesting.
Designated a fact-finding board it is
evidently given the authority of a
compulsory arbitration board. Ac-
cept its findings . . . or else! That
is, where the findings are -suitable to
the owners. In other cases, where
workers in an industry were satisfied
with the board's figures, there was no
ottempt to pressure industry into ac-
cepting the findings!

The situation raises a number of
important questions. First of these,
of course, is the necessity of nation-
alization under workers’ control.

- It equally raises the question of the
government, and labor's relations
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“Wall - Street bankers, who own
Chrysler, are determined to crush
labor, They are trying it in the pack-
inghouse strike; they refused the
steel workers a raise and they are
turning thumbs down on our de-
mands. The reason is that they think
they have us on the run. They want
to see how far they can go. Our job
is to stop them. Our victory would
set a pattern for other unions to fol-
low. Wall Street wants to go back to
the pre-CIO days. They want to de-
stroy the unions eventually. This is
the first test.”

On the economic issue involved, the
union leaders keep explaining how
the corporation could pay higher
wages without price increases. In
fact they could lower prices and
still make a profit.

AID FROM LOCAL 212
Unfortunately, the organization and
leadership in some local unions in
the Chrysler set-up are not up to
par, in <comparison, for example, with
an ouftstanding local union, like 7,
which has put on a real campaign
among the rank and file, and where
a real solid spirit exists. Some local
unions are far behind in having divi-
sion meetings. At Dodge Local 3, the
Stalinists tried to get a resolution
through postponing the strike. Two
of the out of town local unions in
the Chrysler set-up need bolstering.
But all these things are known, and
steps are being taken to remedy any
weaknesses. All strikes develop in
uneven tempo. The militants inspire
the conservatives. The strong aid the
weak. This strike will be no different.
The Chrysler Locals in the De-
troit area are going to obtain some
first rate assistance from the militant
Briggs Local 212, whose thousands of
members will 'be unemployed due to
the Chrysler shutdown, but who

UAW Ranks Set for Showdown —

will get their unemployment com-
pensation because they are not di-
rectly invelved in the strike! Ken
Morris, Local 212 president, already
has announced plans for picket.lines
and other forms of assistance to the
Chrysler workers.

Cerfainly, with the reactionary at-

~mosphere prevailing even in Detroit,

the UAW is going to find some tough
obstacles ahead in the Chrysler
strike. Police Commissioner Toy
hasn't yet tried out his notorious
“riot squads.” The Congressional
committees in Washington are known
to be watching for a chance to come
into the strike and make anti-union
propaganda. A real fight is looming.

SWP Is Silent on WP Request
To Debate the Czech Events

NEW YORK—On March 23, the City Committee of the New York
Local of the Workers Party sent a letter to the City Committee of
the Socialist Workers Party requesting a public debate on the prob-
lems raised by the Stalinist coup.in Czechoslovakia. '

As is well known to the readers of LABOR ACTION, the WP and
SWP differ fundamentally on the question of the nature of the Rus-
sian state and therefore the nature of Stalinism. These problems, we -
felt, were made much clearer in the light of the Czech events, and
the differences drawn even more sharply. A public debate, or series
of debates, before the radical and working class public keenly inter-
ested in the problem, would have served a useful funection. ;

In its usual cowardly fashion, the SWP did not even display the
minimal socialist. courtesy of replying to the WP communication. They
" have maintained a most indiscreet silence, one easily interpreted.

Housewives Can He

By SUSAN GREEN )

An isolationist in foreign affairs
is today a rare phenomenon. Due to
fear of another war, most people
know that what goes on in Italy or
Korea is of vital importance right
here, Unfortunately, the people gen-
erally flounder about behind the for-
eign policy of American imperialism;
while those who disapprove of it
misguidedly follow Wallace on the
Moscow-made road to Russian im-
perialism. Only a handful wish to
apply the international socialist so-
lution in foreign affairs. But it might
be said there is, at least, some prog-
ress in that isolationism has been
abandoned ‘and in that it is increas-
ingly recognized that foreign afTairs
are the affair of all people.

Can it be said that even that much
progress away from “isolationism”
has been made in domestic affairs?
The “isolationist” sentiment in the
present crucial wage struggle seems
to flourish like a weed.

PRICES AND WAGES

Next to the veterans, the workers
have emerged from World War II as

Strike Broken —

with it. If proof were needed that
the government is the servant of the
capitalist class, it is here provided
again. If proof were needed that the
Trumans and the Tafts, the Democrats
and Republicans, are brothers under
the skin, it is here provided, again.
If proof were needed that a labor
party is indispensable, a party which
can move ftowards the organization
of a labor government and thus make
nationalization real, it is here pro-
vided, again. .

And if proof were needed that the
structure and leadership of the rail-
road unions are as archaic as the
corporations they oppose, it is here
also provided. Two years ago the
position of the railroad workers was
weakened by the division in the un-
ions. Each brotherhood was out for
iteslf, and each brotherhood was di-
rected by as fossilized a leadership
as is anywhere to be found in the
labor movement. The pattern re-
peats itself. This time, most of the
railroad unions accepted the gov-
‘ernment board - management ver-
dict. Three unions held out, and at
that not too certainly. Alvanley
Johnston, the museum- piece who
runs the Locomotive Engineers with
an iron hand, was willing to take
the 15% cent increase ,but demand-
ed more rules changes than the com-
panies were willing to grant.

The pattern repeats itself in an-
other way. After the last strike was
broken, Whitney, Brotherhood of
Trainmen president, screamed
strikebreaker and declared he would
mobilize four million or four billion
dollars, we forget which, to defeat
Truman. Well, Whitney has lately
been real chummy with Truman, in
and out of the White House, all dif-
ferences patched up.

. This time the heads of the unions
effected are screaming "strike-break-
er." But we attach as much signifi-
cance to what a Johnston, or a
Rebertson of the Firemen and En-
ginemen, or a Glover of the Switch-
men's union says, as to what a«a
Whitney says.
Glover is reported to have said:
“If the government is going to step
in as a strikebreaking ageney, it is
about time the people start thinking
of what they are going to do for the
workingman deprvied of his bar-
~gaining rights.”

Comihg from a labor leader it

would deserve more attention than
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we are giving it, even if the labor
leader in question did take a long
time to discover that the govern-
ment is a strikebreaker. But we
have no reason to believe that his
words are anything more than pap.
Yet, it is about time to start think-
ing, and that exercise wouldn't hurt
Glover either.

'The railroad workers are NOT as
backward as their leaders. For a
long time they have been doing some
serious thinking about their -plight,
and on several oceasions have tried
to’ do something about it in their
unions. This situation again proves
the necessity of making their weight
felt in their unions so that they can
make their weight felt properly in
the nation.

But in the meantime, this is every
workinman's fight. Government by in-
junction is intolerable no mattér how
it is dressed up. Government strike-
breaking ‘is intolerable no matter
what laws and thecries are used to
justify it. Every worker has a stake
in the railroad man's fight. Everyone
‘of us has to help, has to lend our
encouragement to the railroad work-
er in his fight against the govern-
ment and the management. Every one
of our unions ought #o denounce
Truman's strikebreaking. And every
one of our unions ought to discuss
what can be done to help the rail-
road workers to beat down the seix-
ure-injunction squeeze play. ;

We have to address ourselves to
ending the ruinous division in the
railroad unions. We have to address
ourselves to building the weapons of
political action so that we will not
always confront a government ready
to perform for the employers. And
we have to address ourselves to ef-
fecting the demand for ousting the
bankrupt owners of this essential
industry, for NATIONALIZING
THE RAILROADS UNDER
WORKERS’ CONTROL.

Our May 27, 1946 issue carried a
long statement on nationalization of
the coal and railroad industries. This
is available in the 1946 Bound Volume
which can be ordered from Labor
Action, 4 Court Sq., Long Island City
1.N. Y. :

the forgotten men and women. War-
tfime wage freeze kept a wide gap
between wages and the mounting
cost of living. To close the gap union
demands after the war were for
around 30 cents an hour increase.
Ii was then proved by the United
Aulo Workers that in that industry
wages could be raised, the cost of cars
could be reduced, and the companies
would still net higher than pre-war
profits. ~ Government investigators,
also, reported that the manufactur-
ing industries as a whole could in-
crease wages about 25 cents an hour,
and without raising prices, could
maintain betfer than pre-war profits.
But the workers got nowhere near a
25 cents or 30 cents an hour boost.
The most fortunate received around
181, cents. Again labor was left be-
hind in the race with prices. The
next so-called round of wage in-
creases, which again by no means
reached all workers, was only 15
cents an hour—this to meet the ter-
rific price rise that followed the end
of OPA. Once more the workers
lagged behind.

Now, in face of another 7.4 per-
cent cost of living increase from June
1947 to January 1948, according to

- Consumers Price Index, the packing-

house companies, without batting an
eyelash, offer their workers a 9 cents
an hour raise, and Chrysler’s gen-
erosity results in an offer of 6 cents.
The laborer to whom should flow the
full benefit of his toil, holds the
dirty end of' the stick. The present
wage struggles in many industries
are the result — with the pre-ar-
ranged, concerted plan of the bosses
to keep wages down.and the deter-
mination of the workers to correct
acrued injustices.

Workers, like stock exchange em-
ployes, who do not easily resort to
striking, now do. Packinghouse work-
ers carry on a bitter struggle for al-
most two months. Miners strike for
an old-age pension and are penalized
by the capitalist courts. The sup-
posedly staid and conservative rail-
road workers are on the verge of
walking' out. On the other hand steel
and electrical companies refuse even
to negotiate a wage increase. And
such offers as bosses do make are far
short of the workers' needs.

Yet many groups of working peo-
ple feel all this is none of their busi-
ness. The vital issue of workers fight-
ing for a decent standard of “living,
leaves them indifferent. They are
more concerned about the inconven-
iences of strikes. There is indeed, in
large measure, a vague sense of sym-
pathy for the strikers, and that is all.

EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS

This kind of “isolationism™ is harm-
ful to the very people who practise
it. All" sectors of the working popu-
lation, including white collar work-
ers, small business people, farmers
and housewives—all are deeply in-
volved in the wage battle now raging
between capital and labor. The out-
come of this struggle will determine
the standard of living not only for
the workers directly embattled, but
for all of us. The success or failure
of the workers who step out in front
to challenge the corporations, sets the
level of pay for all employees.

Primarily, of course, success or fail-
ure lies in how fabor will carry on
this fight. Will each union go to bat
on its own, or will the whole labor
movement do the sane and sensible
thing, namely, join in a well worked
out, unified stratégy against the in-
dustrialists, who definitely are acting
on a pre-arranged, unified plan not
to raise wages to any appreciable ex-

Ip Labor Win Strikes

tent? But there are secondary fac-
tors that can play a great role in the
outcome. The indirect pressures of
other sections of the people can have
a telling effect. Especially can house-
wives play an important part.

In the meat packers strike, almost

two months old, women with babes
in arms and carrying placards with
slogans, picket struck plants. The
police in Kansas City assault striking
packinghouse workers and injure one
hundred in what CIO president Mur-
ray called “one of the most outrage-
ous examples of misuse of police
power which this country has wit-
nessed in a long time.” A picket be-
fore an Armour plant is killed in
old-fashioned strike-breaking tactics.
More thousands of packinghouse
workers vote to join the strike 1o
strengthen it. The arrogant compa-
nies offer that 9 cents against the
strikers’ demand for 29 cents. When
the union holds out the possibility of
accepting this outlandish offer pro-
viding the companies cut meat prices,
the companies indicale that prices
are none of the union's business.

All this happens, and the wives of
other workingmen, and women who
themselves work, and wives of hard-
working small businesfmen, continue
to stand in line at meAt counters as
if nothing were happening—also they
continue to pay prices that are al-
most at their all-time peak! In efiect,
by their indifference and by what I
have called their isolationism, they
endorse the unfair wage policy and
the gouging price policy of Armour,
Swift, Cudahy, Wilson, Morrel and
Rath, and bless their profit-grabbing.

CIO president Murray is now urg-
ing his unions to enlist housewives
in the present wage campaign, It is
important,” he said, “that the pack-
ing companies feel the whiplash of
public opinion to move them from
their arrogant position of refusing
to pay any attention to the living
needs of their workers.” This would
come with betlier grace if Murray
had also called for wunited union
strategy in the primary fight for
wage increases. However, the basic
truth is there: Housewives and con-
sumers must participate in the wage
struggle by using their weapon of
boycott; their standard of living is
also at stake!

NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION

Another industry involved in the
wage issue, in which consumers can
throw their weight on the side of
the workers, is the electrical indus-
try. General Electric and Westing-
house both flatly refused to grant
any wage increases, having first cut
prices of a few items to make it ap-
pear that they were stopping infla-
tion while those wicked workers
were bent on continuing the infla-
tionary spiral. Those cuts, however,
were a mere token, induced by com-
petitive necessities and drop in sales,
not by the magnanimous desire to
stop inflation. The companies put this
hoax over on the consumer, who does
absolutely nothing about it. The prod-
ucts of these companies should be
boycotted. There are also other ways
of showing them up in public.

For example, General Electric has
elaborate quizz programs on the air,
attended by thousands of women de-
siring to carry away for nothing some
coveted electricagl gadget they cannot
afford to buy. Housewives should stay
away from these shows to protest the
wage and price policies of the com-
pany—making public' the reason for
their boycott. Or why, on any quizz
show that offers a Westinghouse or
General Electric product as a prize,

should not a well-informed housewife
quietly say into the microphone: “I
cannot accept this General Electric (or
Westinghouse) iron (or whatever it
is) because I do not approve of the
wage and price policies of this com-
pany!”

Such and similar intelligent action
can come only out of organization.
The present wage struggle which, in
the final analysis, is for a decent
standard of living for all of us, again
calls attention to the need for neigh-
borhood housewives’ committees to
enlist the activity of this important
section of the working population on
the side of the workers, which is their
own side. Such committees to act loc-
ally when called for and ta combine
for wider action when necessary,
must become as permanent, as reli-
able, as active on the American scene
as the unions themselves. Only so can
Harmful “isolationism” in domestic
affairs be ended and all those whose
interests are one, act as one.

BENNETT ADDRESSES
CHICAGO U. CLUB
ON COMMUNISM

CHICAGO, May 7—A near capacity
crowd of about 200 students this eve-
ning attended a lecture and movie
sponsored by the Politiecs Club of
the University of Chicago.. Lydia
Bennett, a member of the Workers
Party and veteran of over 20 years
in the socialist movement, delivered
a short talk entitled “The Commu-
nist Movement—Then and Now.” She
briefly discussed the achievements of
the communist movement in the days
of Lenin, its subsequent degenera-
tion, and'the task that falls upon
revolutionary socialists to build a
new communist international.

The talk was followed by the show-
ing of the movie “Czar to Lenin,”
the only documentary film ever
made of the Russian Revolution. An
admission of thirty - five cents was
charged. 4

Copies of the spring issue of the
“Student Partisan,” quarterly organ
of the Politics' Club, which contains
a debate between Irving Howe, LA-
BOR ACTION writer, and Herman
Finer, UofC professor, were sold.

Deadline Near
In Palestine
War Crisis—

(Continued from page 1)

able to stand alone. The fate of the
Jewish state is dependent on the fate
of the world in general and the fate
of the Jews of the world in particu-
lar.

The Jews of the world face the
danger of modern anti- Semitism, a
new and special form of minority op-
pression, Ancient anti-Semitism want-
ed to force the assimilation of the
Jews. It offered them the choice of
expulsion or adoption of the domi-

nant culture. Modern anti-Semitism, -

flourishing in the rotten soil of de-
caying capitalism and used as a “stim-
ulant” to keep capitalism alive—re-
jects the Jews even as abject slaves.

Thus, in a “fundamental sense and
in a very real personal sense, the
survival of the Jews is dependent on
the overthrow of capitalism. “The
Jewish proletariat is in need of revo-
lution meore than any other.)” The
Jewish middle class and intellectuals
have no choice but to fight for so-
cialism if they want to live, either
as a people or as individuals.

The establishment of a Jewish state
does not by itself solve the Palestine
problem nor does it eliminate the
need for Arab-Jewish cooperation.
The sizable Arab minority
Jewish state, the braided borders of
the Jewish and Arab states, the eco-
nomic interdependence of the two
areas only pose the question of Arab-
Jewish rapprochement in 4 new form.

Not only the Jews but Arabs too
have a stake in the fight for Arab-
Jewish unity. War or irridentism -on
the part of the Arabs can only lead
to the strengthening of the reaction-
ary forces in both communities—the
Mufti among the Arabs and the fas-
cist Irgun-Stern groups among the
Jews. War between the Arabs and
Jews will lead to a reimposition of
foreign rule through a -protectorate
or an “emergency administration.”
The Arab labor movement can and
will realize that the road to a united
Palestine leads through the accept-
ance of the right of the Jews to self-
determination, and from that basis
work towards a federation that will
guarantee the NATIONAL rights of
both peoples,

The American labor movement—
which is in the position to affect the
policy of the American government,
must take upon itself a large share
of the fight for a people’s solution
of the problems of Palestine. It must
call for:

(1) Immediate independence for all

of Palestine—no form of foreign rule,

whether emergency authority or
Hashemite dynasty for any portion
of Palestine.

(2) Recognition of the Jewish state.

(3} Lifting of the embargo on arms
to the Haganah.

(4) Independent ecénomic union of
Jewish and Arab Palestine without
the meddling of the UN.

(3)  Reunification of Palestine
through Arab - Jewish cooperation
into a federal union.

(6) For a Socialist United States
of the Near East,

ACEWR Social Will Feature
"Kameradschaft” Showing

The American Committee for Eu-
ropean Workers Relief will present
the foreign film KAMERADSCHAFT
(with English subtitles) on Sunday
evening, May 23, 7:30 P. M. at Cara-
van Hall, 110 E. 59th St. In addition
tfo the main feature, Robert Bench-
ley’s THE TREASURER'S REPORT
will be shown, and to round out a
full evening's entertainment, there
will be square dancing with a pro-
fessional caller,

KAMERADSCHAFT (Comrade-
ship) is a thrilling story of a mine
disaster in a French-German bound-
ary mine in 1919. Fire breaks out in
the French secfion of the mine and
250 miners are trapped. The story of
the rescue of the trapped miners by
their German brothers from across
the boundary is more than a story
of an heroic rescue. The German
workers are portrayed as humans, as

filled with national hatreds as their -

trapped French brothers. The break-
ing down of these hatreds, the real-
ization that the real enemies of min-

ers, the world over, are the same,
this is the real story.

International working class solid-
arity is the theme of KAMERAD-
SCHAFT and this makes it an espe-
cially fitting film to be shown by the
ACEWR. For this same theme is the
motivation for all of the Committee’s
work—sending food, clothing and
medicine to anti-fascist workers in
Europe. All proceeds from this affair
will be used to further this work.

Subscription is $1.20, including tax.
Tickets may be purchased at the
ACEWR headquarters at 130 W. 23rd
St. (CH. 2-5884) or at the door. Ev-
eryone is urged to take advantage of
the opportunity to see this unusual
film, .
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Coming Next Week:
THE RUSSIAN AND-
AMERICAN NOTES

by Henry Judd
; F 4

| Readens of Labor Action Tahe the

Something Worse
Than Braggarts!

Dear Editor: f

A'letter in your April 26 issue (by
Al Findley—Ed.) dealing with the
Deir Yassin massacre, severely. criti-
cizes the Irgun-Stern group for ir-
responsible and provocative bragging
about the number of its victims.
“What actually took place,” says this
letter, “was a small battle, according
to the British, in which a few houses
were destroyed and there were not
more than 10 casualties.”

This sounds a bit like combining

.

criticism with' an apologia. The Ir-
gun-Stern group are dangerous and
irresponsible braggarts—but, after all,
just ‘braggarts! A more important
point is involved, however., The
United Press reported that the Red
Cross had counted 254 Arab “bodies,”
including those of 130 women and

children. And apparently some of the
bodies were mutilated. I should say
that the Irgunists are something more
than windbags.-

H. D. Coleman, St. Louis

(For point of view of LABOR AC-
TION see editorial in' April 19 issue.
—Ed)

A

Sees Error in |
Judd Column

Dear Editor:

In Henry Judd's column on the
Italian elections, LABOR ACTION,
April 19, he wrote as follows:

“The Italian Stalinists seek to come
to power legally and constitution-
ally. Above all, they would like to
gain 51 per cent of the votes, form
a government under the new Consti-
tution—perhaps invite a few Nenni
Stalino-Socialists and even some lib-
erals to participate — and having
peacefully gained control of the
state apparatus, set about their job

of building a totalitarian siate in
Italy. This was their road in Czecho-
slovakia."”

Did Judd mean to say “this was
NOT their road . .."” It seems strangs
to learn now, following the articles
in LA, that the road to Stalinist
power there was the “legal and con-
stitutional” .one. I am sure there must
be some error,

Ffaternally,
Albert GATES, Los Angeles

Comrade Gates is correct to imply
that the above quotation appears
somewhat contradictory. This is due
to incomplete -elaboration of its
meaning. on my part. In Czechoslova-

kia, the Stalinists eame to power in
the way described in LABOR AC--
TION, but also managed to throw
the cloak of “legality” and ‘“consti-
tutionality” over their actions, pri-
marily because of the.absence of any
resistance. This was secondary. The
intent of the article on Italy, of
course, was to point out that even
this pseudo-legality. is impossible in
Italy, that what the Italian Stalin-
ists sought to accomplish by an elec-
toral victory—the peaceful iinning
of state control—is out of the ques-
tion. Open civil war would result in
Italy.—

H. I

in the
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A STATEMENT OF OUR POSITION

Socialist Policy on the Marshall Plan

) Elsewhere on this page appear two letters, by
comrades Goldman and Farrell, offering views
contrary to ours on the Marshall Plan. We pro-
pose in this editorial to state our position on the
essentials of the issue, leaving elaboration on re-
lated matters—such as the problem of Stalinism
and the impossibility of fighting it adequately,
‘that is; without suecumbing to the barbaric de-
struetion of barbariec warfare by any other means
than socialist policy—to future occasions.

LABOR ACTION and, together with i, the
Workers Party stand for and unequivocally ad-
vocate the fullest material, economic and moral
aid to Europe and its people. This has always been
our attitude and naturally this remains our -at-
titude. It has been stated many times in our press.
If it is not clear to our readers, we shall repeat it
over and over so that there may be ne pessible
misunderstanding.

A workers’ or socalist government in Amer-
jea, understanding its fundamental ties of
solidarity with the workers and people of Europe,
would pour aid and help into the war-ruined lands
of Europe with a generosity and effectiveness
that would make Marshall Plan aid a trifle by
contrast! American capitalism spent $250 billion
in three years of war, and now offers a piddling
sum of $5 billion for one year of aid to Europe.
A workers’ government of socialist planning and
productivity could ship tens of billions worth of
food and equipment to Europe, each year and
really put the Continent back on its feet.

However, the urgency of aid exists now, while
there is a capitalist and not a soecialist govern-
ment in Washington. We consequently favor ex-
acting aid from this capitalist government
for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Eu-
rope. Though the Marshall Plan embraces a
measure of such aid, its essential nature is such
as to make it impossible for socialists to sup-
port it.

Comrades Goldman and Farrell, have, so it
seems to us, neither understood the nature and
meaning of the Marshall Plan, nor—and this is
more important—exactly in what sense LABOR
ACTION opposes it. Both seem to believe we are
merely “against” the ERP, for example. This,
as we shall indicate, is not the ease. Perhaps this
misunderstanding has been a shorteoming on our
part, If so, we will, in this editorial, and in edit-
orials and articles to come, leave no room for
misunderstanding. '

THE PROGRAM OF U. S. IMPERIALISM

To begin with, what is the Marshall Plan?
Both comrades give partial 'answefs to this
(which they then proceed to forget). Farrell says
it is “. . . a plan for the capitalist reconstruction
of Western Europe.” Goldman -says that “Its
basie aim is to reconstruct the economy of Europe
‘as a weapon against Stalinist Russia. .. . make
it more difficult for the Stalinist regime to gain
control of Western Europe.” All this is true, but
clearly not sufficient since we draw different con-
clusions. Why?

-Perhaps-the key mistake of those who urge
us to support or, at any rate, “not oppose” the
Marshall Plan lies in their tendcncy to think of
ERP merely as a bill passed by Congress appro-
priating so many billions of dollars, signifying
so much food, materials and machinery, for 16
nations of Western Europe. Unfortunately, this
js only one part—and not the most important
part—of what is known as the Marshall Plan.
Now, surely no one thinks we are.against the
shipment of this actual food, material and equip-
ment to Europe! For the benefit of those who
may still have doubts, we repeat that we stand
for full (more and more) economic aid to Europe.
Knowing the absolute necessity for the European
people to reconstruct their ruined economies, and
knowing that this aid can only come, at present,
from America, we would be absolute idiots (or
worse, Stalinists) to urge the European workers
‘to reject, such aid. We do not belong to the school
of thought which thinks that increased misery
(“the worse, the better for us”). will bring social-
ism closer in Europe, or anywhere else. We know
that economic revival is essential for the revival
of Europe’s revolutionary socialist movement.

But this hardly exhausts the problem, because
we are still opposed to the Marshall Plan, while’
Farrell is not and Goldman neither supports it
nor opposes it. And our opposition is based on
other grounds than those of the inadequacy of
its economic aid. Our opposition rests on solid
political grounds.

The Marshall Plan is not a simple bill or a mere
act of Congress. It is the strategic expression of
American imperialism at the present sfuqe of its
development and, as such, embodies the aims, plans
and intentions of this imperialism in clearly indi-
cated political, economic and social ferms. The
Marshall Plan exists within a specific political
framework of which economic aid is but one as-
pect. An attempt has been made to distinguish
between the Marshall Plan and the Truman Doc-
#rine. The difference is one of time and place, not

of purpose or direction. Both exist within the same

strategic, imperialist framework.  The Marshall
Plan is simply the current implementation of the
Truman Doctrine. Our opposition to the Marshall
Plan, therefore, is nothing else than an extension
of our general and consistent opposition to Amer-
ican_imperialism, its plans and its aims. We op-
pose the Marshall plan, in principle, because of its
political connotations and meanings. Any other
course would obscure our opposition, in principle,
to American imperialism.

That is the main thing. However, our oppo-

sition is not limited to the above political “ab-

stractions,” valid as they are. We are also op-
posed to specific details, the conditions and
“strings” attached to the concrete ERP Bill it-
self. A forthcoming article in THE NEW IN-
TERNATIONAL will analyze this in detail. Here
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we limit ourselves to indicating what we mean
by “conditions and strings.”

(1) The limited amount of aid to be sent—

enough to stimulate only a recovery within the
bounds desired by the American government, but
not enough to really set Europe back on its feet.
Even Administrator Hoffman has expressed grave
doubts about the smallness of help to be given,
(2) The obvious dumping and getting rid of
worthless or inferior goods which will and is
being practised. The New York Times (April 21,
1948), for example, reports that “None but horse
meat is scheduled for shipment from this coun-
try under the program and the bulk of shipments
would consist of canned beef from Latin Amer-

ica”! On the same plane is the victory of the to- -

bacco lobby in including vast tobacco shipments
as reported in LA some weeks ago.

(3 The demand, contained in the act itself,
that each benehtmg country set aside currency
equivalent to the grants of America dollar aid
“to be used in a manner mutually agreed be-
tween the two governments.,” If this is not a
move to tie each foreign currency to the Amer-

*.jican dollar and, as indicated elsewhere, to force

the disgorging by these countries of raw mate-
rials in short supply in -America, then what is it?

(4) The insistence that each of the 16 na-
tions sign a declaration of intent to abide by all
the conditions set forth in the act, to be fol-
lowed by a detailed treaty providing for super-
vision of aid administration, a repayment agree-
ment and, where possible, standardization of mil-
itary equipment. The declaration of intent also
gives Truman the right to halt aid at will, when
he objects to anything.

(6) The elaborate administrative and super-
vision machinery which, in effeet, gives American
imperialism veto power—that is, absolute con-
trol—over the application of the plan. )

- These are but some of the specific objections
we have. Does anyone doubt that, if the plan is
effected.exclusively as America would like to see
it effected (something which we strongly doubt),
the net result would be a Western European eco-
omy dominated—in market terms, in financial
and commercial terms—exclusively by America?
American imperialism has already advanced far
on this road—five years of the Marshall Plan
would complete the process.

Furthermore, there are problems that follow
from support to the plan which those who urge
us to endorse it cannot afford to’ ignore. Last
week's LABOR ACTION (World Politics column)
indicated ‘the plans for military endorsement and
backing which must inevitably come and which are
now in active preparation. There is much we can
learn in this connection from examining the nature
of U. S. intervention in Greece (or China) where
a foul, reactionary regime is propped by Amer-
ican dollars and military support. Greece, it is
true, supposedly falls under the Truman Doctrine
and not the Marshall Plan. But, as we have noted,
the political distance between the two is easily
spanned, and the plans for military additions to
the Marshall Plan are proof of it.

Sherman tanks follow the Truman dollar.
Here the bourgeoisie is perfectly consistent and
serious. Since one of the objectives of the plan
is the creation of a stable military base in West-
ern Europe (based upon a rebuilt French army
which, in turn, will be rebuilt by revival of the
heavy industries of Lorraine, Northern France,
the Saar and the Ruhr) in preparation for war
with Russia, plans for military pacts are logical.
Can anyone seriously propose that we, revolution-
ary socialists whose anti-war struggle is based on
the slogan of “Neither Washington nor Moscow”
endorse this military plan along with ERP? Who-
ever would do so cannot possibly have thought
the problem over in. all its implications—not
merely from the point of view of socialist policy
but simply from the point of view of humanity
nddled by atomic war.

NO CONFIDENCE IN CAPITALIST GOVERNMENT

Comrade Goldman challenges us on the ques-
tion of how we would have voted in Congress, if
LABOR ACTION had.been fortunate enough to
have a spokesman there. In the first place, it is
to be assumed that had we socialist representa-
tives in Congress, there would be a socialist move-
ment big enough to put them there; hence, a so-
cialist movement able to make its views known
widely, able to.interfere concretely and actively
on behalf of the European working class. Sup-
pose we overlook that, however. Goldman says he
would have abstained. We would have made our
own proposals based upon OUR motivations.

Why? In the circumstances, a vote for the bill
itself would have been nothing less than a vofe of
confidence in the American government, in Amer-
ican imperialism and its intentions—veiled or al-
leged. Do we accept the alleged humanitarian dec-
larations of the bill, or its proud boasts that it
will reconstruct Europe and bring peace and or-
der? We know this is cant and imperialist hypoc-

, risy. Nor do we have the slightest confidence in

the ability of this act to accomplish.even what it
claims it will accomplish. Thus we would wish to
signify by our vote no confidence in the govern-
ment of the American capitalist class, no trust in
its praposals, no faith in its ability to maintain

~peace or resurrect the Europe it helped destroy.

But would not a “No” vote tie us up with
Stalinist opposition to the plan? How would our.
representative distinguish himself from, let us
say, Marcantonio? This is no serious problem.
The Stalinists are “against” the Marshall Plan
entirely—that is “true. But their opposition and
ours have literally nothmg in common! They are
against any kind of aid, in any shape or form, to
Europe and they will conduct a campaign of de-
liberate sabotage to halt aid. Stalinism does not
want the slightest European economic recovery
since it plans to ride to power throughout the
Continent by prolonging the present misery—in
fact; intensifying it. Our point of view is e:mctiy
the opposite—namely, that economic recovery is
of the essence if Stalinism is to be defeated by
'the fwm‘l’mw class of Europe. Farrell is absolutely
right in saying that “The proposals of Wallace

. are ‘merely demagogy which helps Stalinism.”

How distinguish ourselves them from the Sta-
linists? Simple. We would offer our own plan—
either .as bill or amendment, depending upon par-
Jiamentary expediency, for full muterial and eco-
‘nomic aid to Europe with no imperialist strings
attached. Our bill would provide for inspection of
the program, examination of the books, so to
speak, by the union movement. Our bill would. make
our purposes clear, and by so doing would encdur-
age the people of Europe to seek control of re-
constructed industry, fo resolve their own destiny
in socialist action.

Furthermore, we would introduce amend-
nients to each “condition and string” attached

said

to the bill actually adopted, the effect of which
would be to nggate these conditions. And we
would seek to introduce clauses making it impos-
sible to couple aid with any measures drected
against the labor movement, such as a ban on
strikes.

Let us not apply the formula of being against
something simply because the capitalists are for
it, urges Comrade Goldman. Well, even though
this “rule of thumb” form of politics is often a
pretty accurate criterion, we readily accept this
advice and assure our readers that such is not
our general method of deciding policy. In faect,
if we had used this formula we might very well
have been for the Marshall Plan, or at least had
a divided poliey on it. It is a well-known fact that
considerable numbers of individual American cap-

 italists, notorious for-their blindness and narrow-

ness even in their own behalf, were dead set
against the risky proposition of pouring billions
into Europe. If they had been eonsulted as indi-
viduals, we warrant a great many would have
“no loan.”

We'll go even further and readily grant that
American capitalism, as a whole, will not make
money out of these loans; in fact, stands little

‘chance of even regaining its capital! Except for

individuals corporations, shippers and exporters
whe will make enormous praﬁts. the billions to be
spent will be a dead loss. This is not the #radi-
tional investment of idle, surplus capital in richly

‘rewarding overseas markets and backward coun-

tries. We know this, yet it does not change the
imperialist essence of the plan one iota. Why? It
is a sacrifice on the part of American imperialism,
an unavoidable sacrifice, to achieve a greater and -
more vital goal than immediate profits—namely,
control over the European market and a strategic
base from which to conquer its one last obstacle
to world rule, Stalinist Russia. It is in such terms
that the plan must be grasped. ~

It will still be objected: there is no present
alternative to this plan of American capitalism.
Your anti-imperialist plan, good as it is, is an
impossibility now and perhaps for a long time.
Furthermore, on the other side of the Marshall
Plan boundary looms the ever- menaclng figure of

.Stalinist Russia, feeding on economic stagnation
.and hunger, ready to advance over prostrate na-

tions. We recognize all this; in fact we say mod-
estly that perhaps no other publication has posed
the threatening catastrophe as clearly as LABOR
ACTION.

. This is why, in our material on the Marshall
Plan, we have always stressed .our advocacy of
full aid to Europe and why we say now, again and
again, that every bit of aid that goes to Europe
even under this plan should be;accepted by the
workers there; and that, accepting this aid, they
should struggle to see to it that'is made use of in
their behalf, We reject the absurd position of
certain Fourth Internationalist.parties who, aping
the slogans of the Stalinist movement, call for re-

.jection of such aid. It would be. absurdity itself

for the European labor movement not to make
use of the contradiction betwegn American and
Russian imperialism which compels the former to
ship aid to Europe. Furthermore, we know that
the effect of this aid will be to revive and re-
stimulate the class struggle in Europe, since this
struggle will take place over the question: Who
shall benefit, American imperialism and its Euro-
pean allies or the proletariat?

Finally, then, let us summarize our attitude
as tersely as possible in a series of propositions:

(1) We are for the fullest ‘économic aid to
Europe.

(2) We are opposed to the manipulation of
this aid by the United States for its own imperial-
ist purposes.

(3) We oppose the Marshall I'Iun which ‘seeks
to fix the nations of Europe within the American
orbit and gain domination over their commercial,
financial, economic and productive life, as well as
to prepare to contest militarily rival Russian im-
perialism for mastery of the Continent. * :

(4) We oppose the Marshall Plan for its po-
litical connotations, imperialist in character, but
we do not oppose the economic ad that goes to
Europe as a part of ths plan.

{5) We advecate the full utilization by the
European people of whatever economic aid is
given to them, regardless of the purposes behind
that aid. We urge the European people, together
with the American labor movement, to defend
themselves against intervention by imperialism,
while availing themselves fully of the aid that
comes,

(6) We further urge the free trade unions of
Europe to organize together for #rade-union con-
'trol of Marshall Plan expenditures, and to combat
the use of this aid for war purposes and other
purposes in the interests of capitalism.

(7) We urge the American labor movement to
assist the people of Europe. in this struggle by de-
manding the right to inspect the books of the
ERP administration and to mobilize their unions
against any effort to utilize aid for war prepara-
tions, intervention in the national sovereignty of
any European country or any other measure that
is solely beneficial to American imperialism.

This is our position on the Marshall Plan.
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 Two Letters from Albert Goldmian aml
James T. Farrell Presenting Their Vie ws

Dear Friends: . PR

I wish briefly to state my own view
on the Marshall Plan. I am in favor

of it. I support ERP with the propo-

sal that one should demand trade
union representation in the admin-

istration of the Plan (this is pro-
vided for) and the dispatch of aid to
countries with a free labor movement
and constitutional liberties. I think
that aid o Western Europe is a pre-
requisite for any development, polit-
ically and economically. There is ho
practical alternative for the dis-
patch of aid other than that pro-
vided for in ERP. The proposals of
Wallace, for aid through the United
Nations, are merely demagogy which
helps Stalinism. The- so-called Molo-
tov Plan is an economic equivalent
for NKVD rule. There is no imme-
diate possibility of aid on & socialist
basis. And if conditions further de-
teriorate in Western Europe, only
Stalinism will gain. A deterioration
of conditions will not, further, post-
pone war: it will hasten war,

I do not see the Marshall Plan as
a purely miilitary measure, It is, in
my opinion, a plan for the capitalist
reconstruction of Western Europe.
The capitalist reconstruction of
Western Europe is far, far better
than no reconstruction. I also think
that if the Marshall Plan can be par-
tially successful, war might be post-
poned. I do not, therefore, think that
the Marshall Plan at all makes the
danger of war necessarily more im-
minent. The simple fact is that to-
day, only American wealth and pow-
er stands in the road of Stalinist ex-
pansion. Stalinist expansion will not
postpone war; it will, if anything,
hasten it.

I think that the motives behind
the Marshall Plan are secondary to
this question—what will happen if
there is no American aid for Western
Europe? And is there any practical
way whereby aid is likely to go to
Europe other than through ERP?
Also, there is the question—who will
gain most if the Marshall Plan fails?
Will it be socialism, or Stalinism?
To ask this question is really to an-
swer it. If the Marshall Plan fails,
only Stalinism will gain. If anyone
can convince me that I am wrong
here, I will reject this view. But in
the meantime, I am for support of
ERP in the sense that I have stated
it in this letter.

James T. FARRELL
April 29, 1948

Taft-Hartley:

, omy, -it. is. impermissible for

Dear' Editor:

I was indeed surprised when I
read, in Comrade Bern's article in
LABOR 'ACTION of April 12, that
“we opposed the Marshall Plan.,” I
presume that by “we” Bern means
the Workers® Party, and I must con-
fess that I do not remember having
séen anything in the Party press
which indicated that the Party had
come out in oppomtmn to the Mar-
shall Plan.

It may be that the Party had
adopled a resolution opposing the
Plan and failed to publish it in the

.press. This would be bad because it

was certainly our duty to publish a
statement on such an important sub-
ject. It may also be that such a state-
ment was published and -escaped my
atiention. In either case I wish to
g0 on record to the effect that in my
opinign comrade Bern and all others
who agree with him are committing
a blunder,

BASIC AIM

Bern says that “we oppose the
Marshall plan because of its funda-
mental natyre and because of the
strings attached to it.” According to
Bern its fundamental nature is-“a
militaty plan for the stabilization of
Europe as the advanced base for
American imperialism and its allies
in the event of a shooting war against
Russia.” !

It seems to me that the fundamen-
tal purpose of the Marshall proposal
can be stated differently and more
correctly. Its basic aim is to recon-
struct the economy of Europe as a
weapon against’Stalinist Russia.- The
capitalist proponents of the plan
hope that.in case either of peace or
war the rebuilding of ruined Europe
will make it more difficult for the
Stalinist regime to gain control of
Western Europe.

It is of course to be taken for
granted that the American  repre-
sentatives of the capitalist ‘class have
no altruistic motives in proposing to
send help to the European people
and to aid in rebuilding European
economy. But surely we are not so

‘mechanical as to permit the aims-

of those who propose to help Eurape
to be the only factor which deter-
mines our position.

Since we- are' not m agreement
with that aim we are justified in not
supporting the Plan. However, since
we cannot possibly oppose sending
help to the European peuple and aid-
ing them in reconstructing their econ-
us to
oppose the. Plan.

Millions to Soak

. 1t does not follow that ‘-1f we can-
not support the- Marshall proposal we
must therefore oppose. it. Can we not
simply explain the meaning of ' the
Plan and why we do not support or
oppose it?

POSITIVE PROPOSALS
Were we in the fortunate position

of having a representative in Con- .

gress, his proper course would he to
explain the meaning of the Plan, ab-
stain from "voting, and explain his
abstention. ' -

I shall go further and say that if
our vote determined the defeat or
adoption of the plan, it would be in-
cumbent upon us to vote for it, with
an explanation. For it is 1mpossible
for us to-stand in the way of " rellet
to the Europeans or to prevent the
rebuilding’ of its ruined industries. (I
do not claim that the Plan will sue-
ceed or that the relief will be prop-
érly given, but that is imimaterial to
the issue.)

We are not ‘confronted by a situa-
tion where the alternative' to the
Marshall Plan is one for the recon-
struction of Europe on a socialist
basis. The alternative to the attempt

" to reconstruct Europe on a capltallst

basis is to permit the mdustnes ‘of

‘Europe to remain in ruins,’ to pér-

mit the people o0f Europe to remain
hungry, and thus to aid the' Stalin-
ists. It must be remembered that
were we in a position to defeat the
Marshall Plan and proceeded to do
s0, the real beneficiaries would be the
Stalinists.

Naturally it is our duty to make
positive proposals. with reference to
the administration of the Plan, such
as to have the European sooialist
parties play a dominant role in thg
control of the Plan.' Also, we would
be justified in opposing the Plan if
conditions were attached to it which
would harm the European working
class, such as a condition to 'deha-
tionalize an industry. Bern speaks
about the conditions attached to' the
Marshall Plan, but he mentions none,
and I do not know of any of such'a
nature that oppos:tmn becomes man-
datary upon us. 3

Socialism, comrade Bern should
constantly remind himself, is not
aided by ruined industries. Nor have
we ever accepted the doctrine of
“the worse the better.” I

It is time that we cease following
the old and simple formula: I the
capitalists are for it, we are against
it. "

Albert GOLDMAN
April 14, 1848

Miners But $9 for a Miner’s Life

By ANNE RUSSELL

The vicious intent of the Taft-
Hartley Law to weaken and smash
the labor movement -has been most
clearly evidenced to date by its
utilization against the United Mine
Workers.

The main links to chain labor
were here tested, with an eye on the
battles to come as the contracts in
auto, steel, and shipping expire, Big
business has given these unions no-
tice that it intends to use every
union-breaking clause in the law. An
examination of how the law was ap-
plied in the mine workers’ stoppage
reveals the guns in the Taft-Hartley
arsenal aimed at the heart of organ-
ized labor.

First, the background of the pres-
ent dispute: One of the biggest gains
embodied in the July 1947 contract,
gained after years of battling, was
that the UMW {forced the operatorz
to agree to a pension plan. The con-
tract called for -the pension plan to
be set up as soon as possible under
the direction of a welfare board of
three: Lewis for the union, Van Horn
for the operators, and Thomas Mur-
ray as the “neutral” trustee.

In August Lewis proposes his plan:
$100 a month pension for every miner
over 60 with 20 years in the pits,
even if he is currently employed by
a non-confributing company. Month
after month goes by. No plan is
adopted because of the opposition of
the operators’ man, Van Horn.

HOW IT WORKS

His argument is that the Taft-Hart-
ley Law. forbids making payments
out of a fund to employees of non-
contributing companies. Dozens of
unions now- operate health, accident,
and pension plans on this basis, but
Van Horn has a legal technicality
behind which he can stall.forever,
as is his intention. Under the new
law he cannot be accused of an “un-
fair labor practice” and, of failing to
uphold the “sanctity of the contract,”
since he is ready to discuss this issue
forever; that's all the law requires.

In the meantime some $30 million
has accumulated in the pension fund
but not a penny goes to any nezedy
miner. The men see their hard-
earned victory of July 1947 slipping
away. Fed up with the stalling tac-
ties of the mine owners, when Lewis
informs them on March 12 that the
mine operators have “dishonored” the
contract by refusing to set up pen-
sions, the miners stop work. The con-
tract stipulates that they are to work

as long as they are “willing and able,”
and under these circumstances they
are not willing,

Invoking the Taft- Hart‘ley Law,
President Truman declares that “na-
tional health and safety” are endan-
gered and appoints a Board of In-
quiry to.make a fact-finding report.
Truman of course does not concern
himself with the fact that for eight
months the health and safety of some
half million miners and their de-
pendents. have been endangered by
the stubbornness of the mine oper-
ators.

Under the law, the Board did not
have the power to take sides or make
recommendations, it was restricted to
“fact-finding.” But from start to fin-
ish the board was loaded against the
miners. Its very composition guaran-
teed a biased report. Two of the three
members had publicly and repeated-
ly blasted away at the UMW and
were openly hostile toward the un-
ion, An impartial examination of facts
by this stacked board was a sheer
mockery.

This - board dealt heavy blows
against the miners. Their report
stated that the stoppage ‘“was not
independent action by miners acting
individually and ' separately” -— pre-
cisely the point in dispute, since the
union denied that it had -called a
strike and insisted: that it had merely
informed the members of the stale-
mate on the pension issue and that
the miners then had drawn  their
own conclusions, In so many words
this board, which according to law
was not to make recommendations
to take sides, condemned Lewis and
the union for violating the law. They
completely skirted discussion of the
mine operators’ responsibility in net
proposing any counter-plan on pén-
sions, and in effect whitewashed the
operators’ man whose sole contribu-
tion had heen to veto-every concrete
proposal. This “neutral” hoard re-
ported to the president that Lewis’
report to the membership was the
cause of the work stoppage and that
the union must be héld responsible.
This is-thg impartial treatment that
unions can expect!

INJUNCTION TO FINE

Armed with this report, Truman
ordered the attorney general to seek
an injunction against the mine union
to order the men back to work. The
court delivered the m;unctlon with
obedient speed.

The question might be raised: Why

didn’t the court issue an injunction

to halt the -coal operators' stallmg
and obstruction tactics? Why dido’t
the court lay the law down to the
operators and tell them: Comply
with your agreement and set up a
pension plan, or else! These questions
did not concern the Board of In-
quiry, much less the court. Instead,
they lashed out at the victims who
had been waiting for eight months
for their pensions. The men, of
course, had no assurance that pen-
sions would be granted even if they
went back to work.

The miners stayed out; after ail
‘they were, free men and ‘the U, '8
Constitution said that "inwln.ntary
servitude” had been abolished. The
miners had won their previous -bat-.
tles because of their solidarity and
economic strength and they didut
intend to dig coal until they won
their pensions. It was at this ‘point
that Lewis, with his own politiexl
ax to grind, accepted Republiean
Bridges as the third trustee on the
pension Welfare Board, and the two
of them quickly agreed to a pensioh
plan over Van Hern's still unyield-
ing opposition,

With the pensions in .the bag {ﬂl-
~though Van Horn later applied’ for
an- injunction against the execution
of the plan) the miners began enter-
ing the pits. What was' there ‘for the
courts to take up then? “National
he’alth and saféty” were 1o -longér
endangered now that thé 'miners
were underground. But ‘the Tafi-
Hartley legal grab bag was not yet
exhausted. Judge Goldsborough, who
had fined the union and Lewis ‘heav-
ily in 1946 once more sat in }udg-
meént. He declared that Lewis . andl

the union were in conhtémpt of court

for failing to end the strike. In 1946
his vicions attxtude was ﬂemonstrated
by the 3% niillion dollar fine he
slapped onh the union, only the un-
ion's appeal to the Supreme Court
reduced thé fine to $7000[)D "This
time he doubled- the union's fine tb
$1,400,000 and Lewis® fine to -$20,000.
Only. government advice, he . said,
persuaded him not to send Lewis to
jail.

COURT'S STANDARDS ik

What standards do the coyrts, uge
in applying fines? Why is it that, the
courts fined the Centralia'Cokl Comi-
pany enly $1,000 for “willful: neglect!
when their callous disregard:for the
safety of the miners resulted in &
disaster which killed 111 men? What

(Cnnti.nued on page 4)

standards are .used when 3 ning

LA
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Mr. Churchill

Throws Bougquet

~ To Vyshinsky in His Memoirs

By ERNEST ERBER

History's most collosal lie, the Mos-
cow Trials, is afoot again. In Win-
ston Churchill’'s million dollar mem-
oirs, he recounts a story told him by
‘Benes which appears fo substantiate
the Stalinist version of the trials and
then adds his own cautious approval
of this monstrous blood letting, with
these words:

“Thereafter there followed the
merciless, but perhaps not needless,
military and political purge in So-
viet Russia, and the series of trials
in January, 1937, in which Vyshinsky,
the Public Prosecutor, played so mas~
terful a part.” _

Such an endorsement from an
avowed enemy of Russia.is of more
value to the Stalinist propaganda ma-
chine than a thousand articles by fel-
low-travellers. We can be sure that
it will be cited for years as the testi-
mony of the star witness. For those
“anti-Stalinists” who embrace every

Taft-Hartley - -

(Continued from page 3)
owner is fined $9 for each man killed
because of his greed for profits? How
can fines totaling over a million and
a-half dollars be exacted from the
union? Are the needs of the em-
ployers for profits greater than .the
needs of the men for pensions? With
'these questions the court did not
concern itself at all. It merely ful-
filled its function as the court of the
coal operators, as company-owned as

‘_the very houses that the miners live

in.

The formula under the Taft-Harg-
ley Law is simplicity itself. In the
event of a dispute—be il over wages,
hours or pensions —the employer,
simply by being stubborn, leaves the
union no alternative except strike.
The government thereupon steps in,
since national health or safety or
prestige is involved; and from there
on the employer leans back while the
government mans the guns for him
—free of charge. The government
merely invokes all the injunction

. provisions against labor, and orders

the strikers back to work. If they
refuse, they can expect heavy fines
and raids on the union treéasuries—
perhaps, when the honeymoon stage
is over, jail sentences too if they
don't ‘march back promptly enough.
The full machinery of the govern-
ment is mobilized exclusively against
labor in behalf of capital.

The Taft-Hartley Law, with its
-wholesale revival of the injunction
evil, has stripped the impartial mask
from the face of the government.

reactionary opponent of Moscow,
from Herbert Hoover to Chang-Kai-
chek to Tsaldaris, as is the case with
the New Leader schodl of anti-Stalin-
ism, the opinion of Churchill on the
Moscow Trials should serve as a
crushing object lesson.

STALIN IS A MAN
HE CAN UNDERSTAND

Churchill's views on this subject
are astounding only to those who for-
get that enmity toward the Kremlin
can be compounded out of the most
varied factors, not the least among
them being ignorance and ancient
prejudices. Churchill assumed the

Kept Greatest Hate
for Revolutionists

role of the most implacable enemy of
the Russian Revolution in the years
following the first World War. His
hatred of the Bolsheviks was limit-
less and took on a personal character
in reference to Lenin, Trotsky, Zino-
viev, Bukharin, Radek and the other
revolutionary leaders who personi-
fied the Soviet regime and the Com-
munist International in the eyes of
the West. The personality of Trotsky
especially seemed to incite almost
psychopathic fury in Churchill’s mind.
The defeat and destruction of the
great leaders of the revolution at the
hands of Stalin could not but have
given Churchill great satisfaction.

If he did not feel any friendlier
to the new rulers of the Kremlin, he
at least thought he understdod them

and spoke a common political tongue
with them. In Churchill’s eyes, Sta-
linism represented the resurgence of
Russian nationalism and its vietory
over Bolshevik internationalism. As
the ardent defender of the British
empire, he saw -in. a revived Rus-
sian nationalism a rival to be watched
and fought, in the same manner as
his forefathers had watched and
fought the expanding empire of the
Tsars, But this was honorable com-
bat; English statesmen were equipped
to participate in it by centuries of
experience and careful training. In
contrast, the Bolshevik movement

GPU Forgery —

(Continued from page 1)

of slander and calumny is being set
in metion, first of all in France.
France is today the critical ‘testing
ground for the proletariat. It is no
accident that along with the forgery
of a will, there is appearing in French
the GPU book of the Stalinist hench-
men, Kahn and Sayers, “The Great
Conspiracy.” The fake testament and
the book of frauds are intended to
divert attention from the real testa-
ment of Trotsky. Everything that he
ever wrete is open to the working
class of the entire world for whom
it was intended. When the murderer’s
pick-ax entered the brain of Trotsky,

- his life-blood spattered over his last

work. It was the manuscript on Sta-
lin. This work is about to appear in
France. The Stalinists have every
reason to fear the influence of this
work upon workers and public opin-
ion. The biography is one part of the
real testament of L. D. Trotsky. The
last words of Trofsky, on his death-
bed, spoken in my presence show
how unbreakable was the revolution-
ary spirit of this man. It is the com-
plete answer to the new calumny.
“Tell the friends that I am sure of
the victory of the Fourth Interna-
tional. Go forward!”

That message was immediately
transmitted by wireless and press to
all corners of the world. It is the

.tuted against the

meaning of that message reinforced
b[y all the living ideas of Trotskyism
that 1€4dves the Stalinists no peace.
The very lies in their monstrous
growth, one negating the other and
vet being feverishly manufactured
anew, are a tribute to the strength
of the real ideas of Trotsky. Stalin
would like to shut the door of Trot-
skyism to -the workers by having
them think it leads to hopelessness
and bankruptecy. That door is Stalin-
ism. Precisely through the heritage
of the unconquerable Marxist teach-
ing, inspired by the revolutionary
fervor of L. D. Trotsky, will the
world working class regain its con-
fidence and its unified strength. In
vain do the Stalinist gravediggers of
the revolution use their temporary
power to bury the gigantic thought
contained in the October revolution.
All the lies of the frightful totalitar-
ian regime'that now rules Russia
will erumble along with the regime
itself—this is inevitable. Trotskyism
remains the sole continuator of the
great revolutionary traditions of
Marx, Engels and Lenin. That is the
essence of the real testament of Leon
Trotsky. .
Coyoacan, Mexico,
April 1948.

Note: Suit for libel has been insti-
Frenth weekly
France-Dimanche.

to the comments made last week.

As we noted last week, we are compelled by space requirements
to make new arrangements for the important discussions on current
political issues now being carried in Labor Action. Our discussion on
Palestine, which has already been going on for four months, is sched-
uled to continue for a short time further. With this issue we open
a discussion on the Marshall Plan. In order not to overweight our
four-page weekly beyond its capacity, the discussion on the Czech
events which has already started will be continued mainly in the
columns of The New International,
four interpretative and informational articles on the question. LABOR
ACTION will publish discussion articles on Czechoslovakia received
prior to this announcement; any received henceforth may or may not
be published, depending on space requirements for the Marshall Plan
and Palestine question. The discussion of the Czech events will also
"be continued in the Workers Party Bulletin, which is fdr public sale
(ofder direct from the Workers Party).
between the Bulletin and the New International depends as usual on
quality, length, and the representation of significant viewpoints. We

 also repeat that, as in the case of the Palestine discussion, contribu-
tions on these subjects (including the Marshall Plan) to LABOR
ACTION are limited to 1000 words. Shorter articles are preferred.
In addition to all of the ‘above, the letters-from-readers column of
LA is always open for discussion of any issue at any time, subject

whose April number features

The allocation of articles

was a conspiracy against civilization
itself, an insidious pestilence which
merited no quarter. Churchill5s ran-
cor-ridden mind was prepared to be-
lieve anything about the old Bolshe-
vik leadership—and he did. In 1917
he believed Kerensky’'s frame-up of
Lenin and Trotsky as agenis of the
Kaiser and in 1937 he believed Sta-
lin's frame-up of the old Bolsheviks
as agents of Hitler.

The role of Stalinism in world pol-
ities, however, began to jar Church-
ill's version of national resurgence in
Russia. Stalinism was most certainly
the latter, but it was more. The
Comintern emerged as a wideaprea{l
Russian Fifth Column, intent upon
penetrating everywhere and prepar-
ing the ground for a Stalinist coup
d'etat. In despair, Churchill got off
his well known remark to the effect
that Russia was “a puzzle wrapped
in an enigma.” In the light of his
bewilderment about Stalinism, his
view that the purges were “perhaps
not needless” and that Vyshinsky
“played so masterful a part” must be
taken as the judgment of a man who
has revealed his shrewdness on the
familiar ground of Empire politics in
war and peace, but has equally re-
vealed an abysmal ignorance of the
great historical questions of our day.

DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS

BETWEEN RUSSIA & GERMANY

‘We can assume that Churchill faith-
fully repeated the story told to him
by Benes to the effect that the Czech
intelligence discovered that the So-
viet embassy in Prague was being
used as a contact post between mili-

tary personages in Germany and Rus- .

sia. It is also not excluded that Benes’
secret service actually ferreted out
such a German-Russian military
liaison via Prague. This mere fact, if
it were establishedfi does not neces-

. sarily give an iota of credence to the

Stalinist version of the execution of
the Russian general staff.
(Cont’'d next week)

By JACK WEBER

.Stalin has made gross blunders more than
once. But there is one thing he has always banked
on, and quite properly. No bourgeois government,
of whatever shade, be it extreme right, center or
left, would ever aid revolutionists against him.
Quite the contrary, they have gone out of their
way to gwe aid and comfort to Stalin against his

revolutionar y opponents. We

THE are reminded of this historic
HANGMAN fact by the “revelation” in the’
Memoirs of * Churchill that

- Benes, then premier of Czecho-

Y slovakia, played a modest role
/ = !\ in the frame-ups that sent to
@ their deaths the Red Army
generals, Tukhachevsky, Gam-
arnik, et al.,

Benes revealed in conversa-
tion with Churchill that the
Czech police had “uncovered”
y DPlotting betwéen the Nazis and
: . ® . the Red Army generals against
Stalin’s regime. The “‘center” for this plotting
was the Russian embassy in Prague. The New
York Times has a footnote appended to. this infor-

- mation to the effect that there is “some evidence”

that the Czech police were primed with their in-
formation by the GPU, so that the accusations
against the army generals could appear to have
support through a friendly foreign government.
The Memoirs have appeared elsewhere without
this footnote, which in any case adds quite am-
biguously that whether the GPU supplied the in-
formation or not is of no particular consequence.
Benes performed a service for Stalin. Churchill
might have added that no doubt in his role as
“humanitarian democrat,” the creed he professed
in his American lectures, Benes was ready and
willing to perform an even greater service for the
Kremlin. The stupidity of the GPU was all that
prevented this service from helng consummated.

HOW THEY 'I'I!IED TO FRAME GRYLEWICZ

The Moscow trials up to that of Piatakov in
early 1937, it will be recalled, had failed to carry
conviction in world opinion. The Kremlin dic-
tator planned to set the stage better for the next
big trial, that of Bukharin, Rakovsky and numer-
ous Russian diplomats (the Trial of the Twenty-
one), so that the infamous charge of spying for
foreign powers, this time Germany and Japan,
would make some impression abroad. (It was un-
necessary to convince the Russians who, in any

A Reminder Suggested by Churchill's Memoirs

\ Benes Aided Moscow Frame-Up Trials l

therefore given orders to spare no expense to

‘bring off trials of Trotskyites as spies and foreign

agents in other countries.

The Franco-Soviet ‘“alliance” had naturally
resulted in a similar pact with the French satel-
lite Czechoslovakia. These pacts brought about a
spirit of real accommodation to Stalin on the part
of the “partners.” The Freneh pelice had, during
the course of the negotiations for a military pact,
hounded Trotsky out of France. They went fur-
ther when the former GPU official Ignace Reiss
broke with the Stalinists and was assassihated in
September 1937. The ring of murderers, begin-
ning with Spiegelglass, was completely known.
The actual killer, Gertrude Shildbach, was in the
hands of the French police. Their connivance per-
mitted her to escape across the frontier in a Rus-
sian embassy ear. The murders of the secretary
of the Fourth International, Rudolf Xlement,
and of Leon Sedov in Paris went completely un-
solved due to the calculated inaction of the
French authorities. Who was Benes not to prove
as compliant as his French superiors?

Reiss had been slain. But his diary remained

- and was published. It revealed how the infamous

Yezhov, fit successor to Yagoda as head of the
GPU, had directed that the German revolutionist
Grylewicz be denounced to the Czech police as an
agent of the Gestapo. Grylewicz, instrumental in
getting out the Russian Opposition. Bulletin in
Berlin before Hitler came to power, had managed
to flee to Czechoslovakia just one step ahead of
the Gestapo. The GPU now put pressure on the

.Czechs to bring him to trial as an agent of this

same Gestapo that sought to take his life. He was

arrested in Prague in July 1937. A suit-case con- .

taining letters and documents was confiscated by
the pohce Reiss reveals how Siutzky, head of the
GPU in France, positively fumed with indigna-
tion at the slowness of the Czech administration
in bringing Grylewicz to trial. The diary also re-
veals the. chief conspirator, Stalin, phoning' to
Yezhov consi;antly and impatiently to learn the

status of the Grylewicz affair. But alas! The

GPU added one more to its careless mistakes in
its frame-ups. The suit-case, having left the
hands of Grylewicz, was planted with “inerimi-
nating” documents appended to his letters. Un-
fortunately some of these documents bore dates
long after Grylewicz had access to his material.
How then had he received them? Benes and his
police were stumped. Grylewicz was questioned
about the Moscow trials, but that hardly helped
matters. He was finally expelled from the coun-
try in December 1937, after having been held in
jail for months mthout charges and without trial.

This was not the only attempt to condition
public -opinion to make it receptive for the com-
ing show trial. Preparations were on a world-
wide scale, naturally including the United States.

‘Trotsky having found a haven in Mexico, the

GPU was ordered to set the stage for a spy scare
among the Japanese in California. The Russian
press contained hints on this score as early as
July 1937. The Rubens-Robinson pair were to be
the show-pieces in this sector of the frame-up.
Here again Stalin failed miserably to achieve his
purpose. All that the Rubens case brought about
was to uncover the Stalinist passport racket in
New York City. The Rubenses were traced beyond
any shadow of doubt to the GPU. The attempt
to link them up as “Trotskyite spies” sent to
Moscow by Trotsky was too transparent. But
here again the one government that might have
been interested enough to press the case to a con-
elusion and make public its findings, the United
States government, remained absolutely silent. If
it did not lend itself to a shoddy frame-up, it also
did nothing to expose Stalin. Closely connected
with the Rubens case was the disappearance of
Juliet Stuart Poyntz who had broken with Stalin-
ism and who knew too much about the Rubenses.
This case was never pressed despite the revela-
tions made by Carlo Tresca concerning her ak
ductors. Similarly the murder of Carlo Tresca
remains “unsolved” to this day.

The remarkable spirit of accommodation of
the bourgeois governments when Stalin’s hound-
ing and framing of revolutionists is concerned, is
not lacking even in Churchill’s meémoirs. It is not
only that he leaves ambiguous the “service” ren-
dered by Benes. Churchill knows the great service
that Stalin has performed for the bourgeoisie in
wiping out the greatest Marxist leaders. He
would undoubtedly agree with the spirit if not
with the exact phrasing of the words of one whom
he called “that great man,” Mussolini.

Mussolini wrote ironically, but truthfully, in
his' paper Popolo d'Italia, after the murdeér of
Bukharin and fhe others in the Trial of the
Twenty-one in March 1938: “Stalin does not re-
sort to castor oil to punish Communist leaders
who are so stupid as. still to believe in Com-
munism. . . . He makes a clean sweep by means
of systems which were born in the steppes of
Genghis Khan., . . . Stalin renders a service to
Fascism.” Mussolini was merely more outspoken
than the rest of the bourgeois world in thus ex-
pressing his thanks to the Kremlin, The rulers
on both sides of the Iron Curtain are one in their
hatred for proletarian revolutionists.

case, never believed the trials.) The GPU was

By E. R. McKINNEY

(Continued from Last Week)
Comrade Howe's article is a little
difficult to deal with. He begins with
the ohservation that “The hearts of
all socialists were . . . sick with sor-
row and apprehensmn last week.” He
suffered a “sense of oppression” and
a “feeling of discouragement.” Com-

. rade Howe finds the world preparing

for war like a patient who ‘has had
such large doses of pain and horror
that they seem normal to him. Howe
finds the world rushing headlong to
its doom. However I am not much
impressed or moved by Comrade
Howe's “sorrow,” his “oppression” or
his “feeling of discouragement.” I
don't believe that .sorrow, oppres-
sion and discouragement are very
helpful qualities in -the struggle
against Stalinism or capitalism. Fur-
thermore, sorrowing socialists are
not a very sturdy breed. Socialists
feeling “discouragement” will not be
of much service in the struggle
against Stalinism or capitalism. So-
cialists, that is revolutionary sovial-
ists, REAL communists must be

. made of sterner stuff. It is in times

of proletarian setback that revolu-
tionary socialists do not become “sick
with sorrow and apprehension. . . .”
It is in times such as we are passing
through today, when “the socialist
movement is in an even weaker con-
dition,” than it was ten years ago
that revolutionists must not join the
petty-bourgeoisie in a frantic flight
to the wailing wall. The first para-
graph of Comrade Howe's article
could properly appear in a column
by Norman Thomas or in a Nation
editorial by Freda Kirchwey.

Comrade Howe is correct when he
writes: “Only fools and scoundrels
can keep talking about European pol-
itics as if all is well, as if the work-
ing class is reaching the peak of its
road. The truth is otherwise.” Howe
goes off the other end and there isn't
much difference between those who
attempt to talk up a revolution and
those ‘who gulp up the victory of
Stalinism everywhere. For instance
Comrade Howe is for “honest pessi-
mism.” This is the only “basis for
useful discussion.” What is “honest
pessimism"” and what would be dis-
honest pessimism? I take it that Com-
rade Howe is addressing himself to
Marxists and militant thinkers in his

article and not to old ladies, or to

disillusioned youth who have been
nourished on the theory ef the drive
“to be a complete man.” If his piece
is addressed to Marxists, he will have
to tell us what Marxian pessimism is.
He will also have to tell us in what
way his “honest pessimism” is supe-
rior to or more effective than the
‘official optimism’ of the Fourth In-
ternational.

HEART OF THE POSITION
Howe's discussion of the differences
between Nazism and Stalinism is
standard Party position and was set-
tled in its main outlines in 1941 when
the Party rejected the position that
Russia was a fascist state. On the
question of Stalinist barbarism, the

A DISCU

Trotskyist movement said back in

1935 that nowhere were revolution-
ists so brutally treated as in the “So-
viet Union.” Atldts 1941 conventiion

the Workers Party also rejected the-

position that Stalinism and bourgeois
democracy “are’ equally reactionary.”
Along with Jqdd_ and others Howe
takes the position that the Stalinists
will not seize power without the sup-
port of ‘the working class. This of
course, if true; Inakes Stalinist total-
itarianism  qualitatively different
from.Nazi totalifarianism. This makes
of Stalinist rule, at least at the be-
ginning,-a sort of benevolent totali-
tarianism. From this point Comrade
Howe gets to the heart' of his posi-
tion with the question: “Why did the
Czech workers help the totalitarian
bandits seize the government?” He
replies: I think' the answer. is that
the support by the Czech workers of
the Stalinists is based on a unique
mixture of reactionary and revolu-
tionary motivations, . . . The .work-
ers support the Stalinists because
they want socialism—that is certain-
ly true; but they also support them
because their conception of what so-
cialism is has been debased and cor-
rupted as a result of the cataclys-
mic declines and the barbaric expe-
riences of recent history. In other
words the ‘revolutionary' kernel of
their reasons for supporting Stalin-
ism is encased in a reactionary shell.”
This is very bad but Howe hasn't
finished with this theme. The whole
period since the 1920s has been one
-of “terrifying experiences.” These
experiences have tended to destroy
first “the initiative of the workers
and, second, their conception of what
the aim of their struggle was .
the working class and with it all ‘hu-
manity has become an object of man-
ipulation by totalitarian parties.” It

isn't so easy to get hold of all of this:

but we must try.

It is clear that Howe has surren-
dered or has been completely op-
pressed by the totalitarian wave -of
the future. He bows before inexora-
ble fate. True he calls for socialism
and holds that “it is still possible for
men to act” but the perspective is
“dark, very dark.” Aside from the
manipulation of “all humanity” by
totalitarians; the atom- bombs are
poised to wipe out all humanity. I say
again, revolutionists must be made of
sterner stuff. No matter how dark the
future, it is the business of all hu-
manity who call themselves Marxian
revolutionaries to face the facts res-
olutely and without fear and trem-
- bling; without “serrow” and “pessi-
mism,” and wailing. Is a Marxist rev-
olutionist merely one who “accepts”
Marxism? Or betfer, one who accepts
Marxism in the bright days of spring
but seeks other consolations during
the dark days of the winter? I say
again that it is exactly now that the
Marxist is the invaluable and the in-
dispensable man. But he must be a
dry-eyed man, one who stands firm
and a beacon light to a working class
“traduced and misled by Stalinism.

It is clear from . the above that I
do not accept the analysis and the
conclusions of Judd and Howe. I

think that both of them have mis-
understood and misinterpreted what
transpired :in. Czechoslovakia. ' These
positions expressed in LABOR AC-
TION are another example of thé
danger of inadequate and superficial
analysis. It is made worse when the
analyses are made in the grip of fear
and trembling.

The contention is made that there
is “something new” in the situation,
The something new is the support of
the Stalinists by the workers in the
seizure of power. I have already
pointed out some of the flaws in this
argument above. I want now to dis-
cuss the event in a more positive
way. The workers are not at the high
level nor the low level argued by
Howe. They do not “want socialism"
nor are they against capitalism in
any way except the most elementary.
This means that they are primarily
concerned with more immediate ne-
cessities such as goods and services,
This is certainly true of the workers
of devastated, war ravaged and pov-
erty stricken Europe. If this is not
true and one makes the claim that
the Czech workers want soctallsm
and are against capltallsm on any
higher level of political thinking,
then it will be very difficult to main-
tain the Howe thesis that the Czech
workers do not know the difference
between Stalinism and socialjsm. In

another way the position of Judd is

a refutation of the Howe thesis.

Where Judd says that the Stalinist ,

program appears progressive and
revolutionary to the workers he is
in support of Howe: they don't know
the difference. But Judd has them
smart enough and politically devel-
oped enough to know that one should
reject bourgeois - democracy, as _a
bankrupt sotial order, in favor of a
revolutionary program and social-
ism. The dilemma in Czechoslovakia
it seems was that while the workers
" were highly political on one day, they
were stupid and backward on' the
day following.

ALREADY HAD COMMAND

Now what is the probable answer
to what transpired in Czechoslova<
kia? I believe it is. the following.
First, far more weight must be given
to what Judd calls “techniques” than
he or -Howe does. The Stalinists al-
ready had command in the country
before the so-called seizure of power.
Stalinist seizure of power is in no
essential different from a Hitler
seizure of power. There is no need
to inject some really mystical ideo-
logical element into the situation as
Judd does. There is certainly no need
for Howe's metaphysics or his lach-
rymose retreat. There was the Stalin-
ist party, the Stalinist led action

-committees, militia and the Stalinist

led unions. The coup had been well-
prepared in advance and the workers
had been bribed by benefits or in-
timidated and terrorized. Even those
workers who dissented could have no
effect; they could easily be silenced.
The Czech workers had no assistance,
no guidance and no protection -of any
sort. Comrade Howe should try to
think this through. He is here in the

-to ‘understand?
. workers learn about Stalinism from

U. S, and yet mere reading of what
the Stalinists were doing several
thousand miles away, filled him with
sorrow and trembling. What would
he have ‘done if he had been in
Prague where. the Czech workers
were?

Furthermore, it must be empha-
sized again that industry was already
75 per cent nationalized before the
seizure of power. This is a good place
to discuss Stalinist nationalization
and the workers' response. It is the
contention that the {vorkers support-
ed the Stalinists because of national-
ization. Let us assume that this is
true. It does not follow from this
that they confuse Stalinism with so-
cialism. All that one can say is that
there is confusion®over what nation-
alization is and what is its relation
to socialism. But one can make this
charge against others: the Socialist
Workers Party, for instance and the
Fourth International. It can be said
correctly that the- Czech workers,
along with others, think on a rather
primitive and instinctive level. They
have heard that capilalism is the
main enemy, therefore any . group

which- is against capitalism is to be-

preferred to capitalist parties. Fur-
thermore, if it is correct to expro-
priate the capitalist class and to sup-
port the taking of the property by the
state, then it is correct to support
that group which advocates such ac-
tions, This is not confusing Stalinism
with socialism, or accepting Stalin-
ism as socialism. More correctly put,
it is the result of the failure of the
anti-Stalinist Marxist revolutionists
to reach the working class with sound
Marxian propaganda and education.
There has been far too much pure
and simple and merely vituperative
anti-Stalinism hurled at the working
class, which to many workers must
have appeared as so much yelping
at the heels of those who have been
“successful.”

The Hewe position is an example
of this, The Czech workers supported
the Stalinists. They supported the
Stalinists because workers today do
not know the difference between Sta-
linism and socialism. It is as simple
as that. There ‘is no hint that the
workers perhaps do not have a com-
plete understanding of this new anti-
capitalist phenomencn which is Sta-
linism. What is going on is an illus-
tration of the fact that the maés of

~ workers understand neither Stalin-

ism, capitalism nor socialism. This
holds for the workers of the United
States’ and of Czechoslovakia. It's
about time that all of us who claim
to be Marxists.and working class pol-
iticians understand this? stop our
whining and snapping; and descend
from our pedagogical ivory towers to
the proletarian grass roots.

UNDERSTANDING STALINISM'

I say that workers do not under-
stand this new Stalinist anti-capital-
ism. They are not alone in their ig-
norance. What chance have they had
Could the Czech

the capitulationisf Social-Democracy?
Could they learn from the Czech lib-
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erals? Could they learn from the

Fourth International which is just .

as muddled about the nature of Sta-
linism as the Czech workers. We have
to remember too that up to the fall
of 1941 the Workers Party held the
position that Russia is some kind of
workers’ state. Was that because we
didn't know the difference beiween
Stalinism and socialism?

If Comrade Howe's argument is

correct anti-Stalinist workers in Cze-
. choslovakia should have kept quiet
when the putsch was taking place.
If the workers were consciously giv-
ing support to Stalinism because they
think Stalinism is socialism, opposi-
tion to the Stalinist seizure of power
would result in the anti-Stalinists be-
ing liquidated as reactionary oppo-
nents of socialism; as pro-capitalist
enemies of the people. Good political
sense would have indicated that anti-
Stalinists should wait until the eyes
of the workers were opened. There
slogan should have been: “After Sta-
lin we come.” )

It is necessary to mention one other
aspect of the “support” given the Sta-
linists by the Czech workers. The

. Stalinist movement appeared to them
as a native movement, a Czech anti-
capitalist upsurge. This perhaps ob-
scured the Stalinist insides of the
movement., That is why I, for one,
take' the position that the Stalinists
in each country, outside of Russia,
of course, must be looked at as in-
vaders, ‘as outside conguerors, Insofar
as the native Stalinist bureaucrats
act to establish bureaucratic collec-
tivism, they are just as much the
representatives of Moscow as is Mo-
lotov in the UN. That is, the Gott-
walds are an integral part of a world-
wide set-up headed by Moscow. The'
Gottwalds and the Fosters only sup-
port “their own” governments when
those governments are in a bloe with

Moscow, as during the late war. Also -

it must be stressed that the stability
of every Stalinist regime rests ulti-
mately on the Russian army.

The Workers Party has character-
ized Russia as a bureaucratic collec-
tivist state. We believe this to be the,
most scientific description of this new
political monstrosity. We do not say
that the last ‘word has been said nor
that Tenough has ‘necessarily been
said, The Stalinists are the supreme
opportunists of history. They are not
the most inept of opportunists. Com-
bined with this s Stalinist terror and
ruthlessness. Mot mere terror and
ruthlessness but effcient and effec-
tive terror. I believe that Judd un-
derestimates this in his analysis.

As I see it the position of Com-
.rades Howe and Judd is off the mark.
Both of thém seem to have the feel-
ing that the Czech workers have let
them down. Next it will be Italy.
Then France. Next the United States!
Then where will “socialists” take
refuge from Stalinism?

The current New international c?'r-
ries special articles on.the Czech
events, Order your copy néw from

:l 4 Court Sq.. Long Isjqnd City 1,
. Y.
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