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A PAPER IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIALISM :

FIVE CENTS

By HENRY JUDD

The results of the Italian elections
gave the American press, and the
world supporters of American impe-
rialism, their first cheering news in
many long months. A wave of opti-
mism is sweeping over political
leaders and spokesmen who, a brief
few weeks ago, were sunk in gloom
and despair about the westward
surge of world Stalinism.

The election results and bare sta-
tistics apparently justify' the smiles
that, so it was said, lit up the face
of the Pope and his escort, We shall
see whether all these cheers and
shouts are entirely justified, but first
the actual statistics:

HOW THEY VOTED

Qut of the 26 million Italians who
voted for members of the Chamber
of Deputies (that section of the new

. Parliament for which the Ilargest.
number of people voted), the final
vote was as follows: :

Christian Democrats
12,752,000 votés—48.7 per cent
Stalinists
8,026,000 votes—30.7 per cent
Saragat Socialists
1,861,000 votes— 7.1 per cent
The balance of votes was scattered
among various parties to the right of
the Christian Democrats. On the
basis of this vote, the party of de
Gasperi has an absolute majority in
the Chamber of Dgputies, and close
to it in the Senﬁte thus, it can claim
a sweeping victory and proceed to
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On the Significance
Of the Resulits

In Italy’s Elections

the setting up of a governml:nt in
its own .image which may, or may
not, include representatives of other
parties.

Bo far, it is
tive Christian Democrats (much to

the right of the French MREP of Bi-

dault and Schumann), the Pope and
American imperialism - well may
chortle over fheir great victory, par-
ticularly since they hardly expected
it! A blow has been dealt at Stalin-
ism by its major rival, and the on-
ward march momentarily brought
to a halt, Momentarily, we repeat,
for this was a blow from the right,
from conservatism, reaction (in the
form of the Cathiolic Church), and
imperialism.

Let us probe the statistics a bit
further. Stalinism indeed lost, but not
so much as one might expect. The
only basis for serious.comparison we
have are the 1946 Constituent Assem-
bly electoral figures. If we contrast
the two, we see—to begin with—that

in actual votes the Stalinists gained,

not lost! They received about 7,500,-
000 in 1946 (it can only be approxi-
mately estimated since there was
likewise a Stalinist-front slate in
1946, but at that time the right wing
Saragat- Socialists were included in
it), which means they gained half
a million actual votes. But, since
more people voted this time, one

can estimate that the percentage of 4

the Stalinist vote declined by about
2 percent—a not very large figure.

(Cont. on p. 3 in World Politics col.)

UMW Fine Raises Question
- Of a Basic Labor Pragram

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The miners are returnmg ‘to {vork
once more. By the ‘time this is in
print’ virtually all of them will be
back in the pits digging coal for Big
Steel, Little Steel, GM, the railroads,
home consumption and for ERP ex-
port. They are back at work with
their pensions of $100 dollars a
month, This victory cost’ the coal
diggers several weeks wages and
$1,400,000 out of the union treasury.
Within a period of two years the
UMWA has paid $2,100,000 in fines
into the U. S. Treasury.

We do not believe that two million
dollars or five million dollars are too
much to pay to win a struggle. We do
not believe that the loss of sevéral
weeks wages is too high a price to
pay to win a struggle against the
capitalist bosses and their govern-
ment, That is, we believe that such
sacrifices are correct and necessary
if they really push the labor move-
ment and the working class ahead;
if such sacrifices represent manifesta-
tions of conscious class struggle and
are therefore examples of the height-
ening and intensification of the class
struggle.

We are discussing this question as
of 1948: months after the passage of
the Taft-Hartley Act, years after the
Great Depression, nearly three years
after the closé of the Second Imperi-

alist World War; at a time when

“preparations are being made for the
Third Impérialist World War, even’

before the debris of the Second World
War has been cleared away, ahd be-
fore the maimed and butchered have.
recovered from their wounds. We are
discussing this question at the time
when the capitalist exploiters and
ravagers of our country are reaching
out for more and more profits, higher
prices and lower wages. We ‘are not
discussing this question therefore in
general but in a specific and concrete
setting.

Aside from the above, what is the
nature of the scene in which the
working -class, including the rhiners,

. carries on its struggle for wages, pen-

sions, better working conditions and
security? It is a situation in -which
the capitalist ruling class finds it nec-
essary to keep the country constantly
alerted for war. .-There must be a
huge air force, larger and larger
stockpiles of war materials, universal
military training, the peacetime drafi.
This from the. side of the Govern-
ment, whose business it is to main-
tain vigilance for the protection of

the country's national and interna- -

tional interests and security. This
meangs, of course, standing guard over
the class interests of the capitalist
ruling class.

(Clml.lnued on page 4)

N. Y. Real Estate Interests
Win Subway Fare Boost

3 By EUGENE KELLER

NEW YORK CITY —The fare issue
came to a climax last week when
Mayor O'Dwyer announced that, as
of July 1, subway fares would be 10 -
cents and bus fares 7 cents, with a
“flexible” system of transfers.

This complete about - face of

O'Dwyer on the fare issue contains

implications far broader than meet
the eye. !

Up to late 1946 the revenue from
subway operation nof only fully cov-
ered operating expenses but, in ad-
dition, yielded a surplus. This sur-
plus went towards payment of debt
service to the city’s bankers and
bondholders. The balance of the debt
service came out of real estate levies.
This meant that if the real-estate in-
terests could get the fare raised, their
confribution towards meeting the
debt service would be reduced or
possibly eliminated. Hence the agi-
tation by real estate over the past
twenty years for a higher fare.

However, in 1946 wage raises for
-the underpaid transit workérs turned
the operating surplus into an operat-
ing deficit. Money had to be appro-
priated from the city’'s General Fund
(made up of income from sales taxes,
fines, etc., but not from real estate)
to fully cover operating expenses.
"Thereafter the agitation by the real-

dstate interests rose to a high pitch
and special hearings were held in
February 1947,

O'DWYER’S REVERSAL

But he fare could not be raised
unless a section of the State Rapid
Transit Law was complied, with. Ac-
cording to this scction the Board of
Estimate had to move for a higher
fare and the City Council had to
schedule a popular referendum on
whether the fare.should be raised
within 30 days of the Board’s motion.
Failing City Council action, a higher
fare would automatically be institut-
‘ed. Given the political situation in
New York, however, it was most un-
likely that the City Council would
fail to act; and it was “politically
risky” for the mayor, as chairman of
the Board of Estimate, to have his
board move for a higher fare.

These -were some of the “political”
obstacles which O'Dwyer had to
overcome if he wanted to reverse
his stand and at the same time retain
the support of important labor unions
with whose endorsement he had been
elected.

After the serious defeat of the Lib-
eral and American Labor parties, as
well as other minority parties, in the
November 1947 elections with the

(Continued on page 2)

clear, the conserva-

Steel Price Fake Opens
Drive to Freeze Wages

|By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, April 25 — The attempted
assassination of Walter P. Reuther,
United Automobile Workers - CIO
president, on Tuesday night, April
20, was more than a repugnant and
cowardly. act of violence against an
individual respécted and admired by
thousands of workers. It was more
than a shock and a personal misfor-
tune. It was a political event of im-
portant consequence to the entire la-
bor movement.

No one recognized this -quicker
than Walter Reuther himself. Al-
though badly wounded, and in'dan-
ger of losing his life, Reuther tried
to.catch a glimpse of his potential
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WALTER REUTHER

murderer, and his first words were,
“It could Have been, Communists,
management ' or fascists.”

Shortly, aftér 'doctors gave him
emergency care, Reuther amplified
his comments in a statement to Pros-
ecutor James N. McNally.

“I would say there are three. possi-
bilities, and I don’t know which to
put in first place.

“There is the question of Commu-
nism which I have fought through
the years,” and they have told me
they cohsider me their No. 1 enemy.”

“There are the fascists, cranks, who
are . just as extreme the other way,
and the third possibility, there is still
perhaps. industry, people in indusiry
who don’t- want to accept the fact
our unions are here to say, and some
management like that might have re-
verted back to the kind of tactics
they tried eight and ten years ago.”

By way of further explanation
Reuther-said, “As far as I know in
the ‘early days in the union, manage-
ment hired people to try to bump
me off. In the early days that hap-
pened.”

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
Prosecutor McNally asked, “What
about this fight you have been hav-
ing with 600 Local at Fords.” Reu-
ther replied, “There is nothing of
that in this thing. The ILiocal faction
you mean out there?” McNally said,

Q“Yes-"
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Reuther Murder Attempt
Is Concern of All Labor

Again Reuther said, “I'd say cate-
gorically that is not remotely asso-
ciated with this.” .

One other important political
statement was made, in connection
with the murder lattempt. Victor
Reuther, UAW- CIO!' educational di-
rector, brought oiit {the question of
the Russian GPU, by pointing out,
“After all, if Stalin could send an
agent to Mexico to kill Trotsky.”

What is importani in this for the
labor movement. to fecognize is that
any of three major enemies of union-
ism might have tr:ed to kill Reu-
ther, and that Reuther firmly be-
lieves this. )

That ralses two! mportant ‘ques-
tions. Flndmg the perpetrator of this
particular antl-umorf act of violence
and second, defeating these enemies
of labor so that no; bossm;hty exists
for them in the future to iry mur-
dering union leaders Whom they con-
sider effective. :

ANTI-LABOR FIEEDP DAY

Nothing could bg more ironical
than the fact that the investigation
into the murder attempt ig in' the
hands of Detroit’s most vocal labor-
hater, Harry S. Toy, police commis-
sioner, who only recently called for
lawless action against: the Henry Wal-
lace movement! §

Is it a wonder. that.a. witch hunt.-
hysteria was whipped -up by him in
statements to the press. Toy's first
order, which . was rescinded, was a
round-up of all known anti-Reuther-
ites and Stalinists!

Detroit’s anii-labor daily newspa-
pers had a field day at the expense
of the union movement. ‘The, Free
Press had an editorial blaming ‘“un-
ion politics,” .the Hearst Times blew:
the Communist angle 'into a gigantic
red plot, and the Néws did a mur-
derous job in its headlines and sto-
ries. The conclusion became inescap-
able that Toy was more interested
in capturing headlines than a serious
investigation of all THREE possibil-
ities. .

Stalinist leaders in Ford 600+ were
questioned. An anti- Reutherite in
Flint was questioned. George Addes
was questioned ... all of which might
have been done quietly, without a
fuss, as a matter of routine checking,

. just like Reuther's associates were

questioned for clues. But the news-
papers were determined, along with
the police, to place the blame for
the assassination attempt on the un-
ion movement.

On Friday, April 23, Toy announced
he was asking for permission to ex-
amine the minutes of the interna-
tional executive board meeting held
Tuesday, for clues!

Every attempt is. being made to
smear the labor movément with the
crime!

In the plants, the shock and anger
was so great that the IEB issued
through Emil Mazey, a statement
urging calm, and asking the ranks
not to take it out on any political
groups, a very responsible attitude as
against the hysterial statements of
some Reuther followers who kept
saying, “The Commies did it,” in an
effort to create a lynch spirit against
the Stalinists.

What is puzzling about the CP an-
gle, or to be more precise, the pos-

sibility of the hand of the GPU, is
the fact that the FBI has not been
called into the case, and surely it
there were a remote possibility of
such an angle, J. Edgar Hoover
would be here in person, making the
headlines.

As for the equal possibility, to use
Reuther's phrase, that management
might be behind the murder attempt,
the city police have completely ig-

(Continued on page 2)

By AL FINDLEY

Fighting in Palestine is developing
into full-scale warfare. From what
was primarily an attempt to control
supply lines, it has now become a
struggle for control of strategic posi-
tions.

The Arab plan of war is to anni-
hilate the isolated Jewish settle-
ments in the north (Galilee) and in.
the Negev, cut 'off Jetusalem and

squeeze, the, remaining Jews.inter.a':
small stmp on the coast and then

Jewish ' plans are to occupy and
hold all land in Jewish possession
and in the boundaries of the UN-
allocated Jewish state, to-bring in
settlers and arms through control of
the ports, to hold out for iwo-three
years, in the meantime building up
the settlements. Building and immi-
gration will now serve a military as
well as a political and economic
function.

For the time being the Jews have
attained military superiority, as the
capiure of Haifa demonstrates. They
have held every settlement and have
all but smashed the volunteer army
of Kawukzi. This superiority can
easily be reversed should an effective
blockade or other reason prevent the
Jews from importing arms. The mili-
tary position of the contending forces
will be greatly affected when the
Arab countries send in their reguolar
armies. Abdullah, King of TFransjor-
dania by the grace of His Majesty’s
government, will play the key role.
He has the largest and best equipped
army in the Near East. His army is
British-led and is paid by the Brit-
ish. 10,000 of his 20,000 froops are
now “keeping the peace” in Palestine,
This army can and will do nething
without at least the tacit approval
of London. The British face a “deli-
cate problem” of how to justify the
use of British officers and advisers
in the invasion of British-held ter-
ritory. The answer will probably be
found in some arrangement like that
reported for General Glubb, who has
asked for permission to become a
Transjordan citizen. His citizenship
will probably be more temporary
than the U. S. trusteeship.

The outbreak of open warfare has
also encouraged the Jewish extrem-
ists, who demand Jewish rule over
all of Palestine. For months now, the
revisionists have been making the

Under the impression that the labor movement is in no posi-
tion to strike back, the big corporations have opened a new
offensive against the wage sfundurds of the American working

Unless they are quickly disabused of this impression, a new
pay pattern of nothing or next to nothing in sorely needed raises
will be imposed on the steel worker, and, nﬁer him, on the

worker in other industries.

The new employer offensive is all the more. vicious for being
hypecritical. U. S. Steel, through its president Benjamin F. Fair-
less, announced on April 22 that it would cut prices on various
steel products $25,000,000, and would reject requests for wage

increases. Bethlehem, Jones & Laughlin and Youngstown Sheet -

have since decided that the act is funny enough for them to get
into also. Other industrialists have already indicated approval.
Some are not even trying to play that cute game. Chrysler, for
example, has arrogantly rejected a UAW wage demand, and

Full Scale Warfare
Looms in Palestine

question of Jaffa their main point in
propaganda agdinst partition. They
claim that there are only two good
roads leading from Tel Aviv, one of
which passes through territory in the

_Jaffa municipality. The other road,

they claim, is easily flooded and any

' rain can cut off Tel Aviv. The cap-

ture of Haifa by the Haganah im-
pelled the Il'gun, for prestlge reasons,
to attack'Jaffa. The Haganah does not
seem too anxious to stop them, prob»
ably in the hope of using the occu-

= t'patmn “of—.}aﬁz_: as~a basis for future
compromise on'the UN boundaries.

UN DEVELOPMENTS

' Political developments in the UN
are moving very slowly. Military
events in Palestine have given an
air of complete unreality to UN de-
liberations on a truce.\The truce res-
olution and the Truce Committee of
Belgian, American 'and French con-
sular officials is not taken seriously,
even by its sponsors. The most that
UN observers now hope for before
May 15 is some sort of truce for Jeru-
salem alone.

United States suggestions for trus-

teeship have been coolly received..

In a test vote, a pro-partition bloc
received 20 votes, more than enough
to block any trusteeship proposal.
The United States has made some
progress in convincing England and
France to join in policing the trus-
teeship. Negotiations are still in a
critical state and may turn one way
or the other. However, the United
States will probably be able to carry
any proposal through the UN. Rus-
sian action in joining the Trustee-
ship Council shows that the Stalin-
ists are convinced that the US plan
will be passed by the Assembly, and
they are determined to have a full
voice in the trusteeship.

The Arab politicians have indicated
that they will accept a limited trus-
teeship, on their own conditions.
Among the Jews, Dr. Magnes and
his Ichud groud are in favor of ac-
cepling the trusteeship. In addition,
the Agudath Israel, the extreme
clericalist group, has also indicated

that it will accept trusteeship and.

will not participate in any “revolu-
tionary” government, unauthorized
by the UN.

Palestine now faces the possibility
of a new foreign ruler. That ecan
only prolong the strife between the

(Continued on page 2)

arrogantly offered 6 cents.
There is a definite connec-
tion between the price of steel.
and the price of other com-
modities closer to the worker's

use. Hence, price and wage ac-
tion necessarily go hand in hand.
Buf this comic “anti-inflation” move
by the steel companies is merely a
brazen slap at the steel workers and
an insult to the intelligence of every.
worker. |

With prices soaring beyond vision,
this two-bit reduction will have ex-
actly no effect on the steel worker's
real wage (what he can buy with his
pay check). It's a long way from
steel to butter! .

Philip Murray, president of the
steel workers’ union and, the CIO,
labelmg the reductmn .“picayune,”

immediately vepliéd to tﬁ@‘t‘airless
annpouncement.-
“The corporation’s profits, sfter

taxes,” said Murray, “$153,000,000 in
1947, indicate clearly that the corpo-
ration could make a sizable instead of
this picayune price reduction and

still retain a sufficient profit margin :

to grant the union’s just demand for
a real wage increase.”

True, very true! And the CIO has
repeatedly called attention to the
facts and figures which prove that
the monopolists could reduce prices
substantially, increase wages to the
extent necessary and still have a
tremendous profit left,

Unfortunately, Murray’s answer
remains, in the circumstances, noth-
ing but a formal gounterplea. BE-
FOR FAIRLESS MADE HIS INSULT
PUBLIC, THE STEEL WORKERS’
LEADER ANNOUNCED THAT THE
UNION WOULD NOT, UNDER ANY
CONDITIONS, STRIKE. Emboldened
by Murray’s capitulation in advance,
US Steel proceeded to stage its com-
edy.

There is, however,
steel union than Murray. And there
are many more workers than steel
workers, and all these wgf}cels will
be intimately affected by whatever
happens in steel. The next move must
be theirs,

* Ground has been lost, but it can
be recovered. Steel. workers and
others know how to fight, given half
a chance. Instead of being 'hobbled
by their leaders, they can’ compel
their leaders to take appropriate ac-
tion.

First, it goes without saying that
a wage increase, and a good one, is

essential. Second, it is equally clear

that prices must come down. Third,
ithe {wo must be coordinated in an
over-all union sirategy.

Precisely because of the connection
between one industry and the other

(Continued on page 3)

UAW Strategy Depends on Chrysler Victory

Murray Stand in Steel Injures I’osrl'lon of Auto Workers-—Mazey In‘l‘ervenes in Chrysler Negohahons

DETROIT, April. 25—Once again Phil-
ip Murray, CIO president, has given
the UAW-CIO a serious blow in its
attempts to fight for a badly needed
wage increase, when he capitplated
to Big Steel’'s arrogant refusal to
grant the steel workers a pay boost.

In 1946 during the GM strike, Mur-
ray signed a contract calling for 181
cents while the UAW-CIO under
Walter Reuther's leadership in the
GM strike was demanding 30 cents,
and even a government fact-finding
board recommended 19% cents with-
out any increase in car prices.

In 1947 the UAW prepared a case
for the autoworkers getting 23%
¢ents an hour but Murray set a pat-

tern of 113 cents plus six paid hoh-
days.

This year, Murray set a pattern of
exactly no wage increase. Even be-
fore negotiations began, he told the
steel corporations that he wouldn’t
strike under any circumstances, thus
leaving the steel workers at the mer-

cy of the steel barons.

Just  before Murray  accepted
NOTHING from the steel . corpora-
tions, the UAW-CIO had turned down
a miserable six cents an hour offer
from Chrysler. And when Norman
Matthews, UAW-CIO Chrysler direc-
tor, took it upon himself to tell
Chrysler that the union was willing
to go down to 18 cents an hour, he

was quietly but ﬁrmly rebuked by
the international executive board,
and he was forced to retract the of-
fer.

But now the UAW-CIO leadership
is on the spot. Chrysler, for exam-
ple, has become more arrogant. One
of its negotiators told the union rep-
resentatives during negofiations, “If
those dumb clucks didn’t stop off on
the way home and spend their money
on beer, they’d have no problem.”

It is clear the union has no re-

‘Course but to strike, or to back down

on its ' demands. The international ex-
ecutive board issued a statement late
this week saying that the UAW-CIO
is going ahead with its demands, in
spite of the Murray policy. Emil Ma-

zey, acting president of the UAW-
CIO, issued the statement after a
trip to Pittsburgh to discuss the sit-
uation with Murray.

The intervention of Mazey in the
Chrysler negotiations should strength-
en the union, for his reputation will

build some confidence among the

ranks, Neither Mathews nor any of
the negotiators have been able to
build up any spirit or confidence
among the workers. And that is not
the least of the problems confront-
ing the UAW-CIO.

Briggs Local 212 also is taking a
strike vote, and this gives the UAW-
CIO more elbow room in its fight
for wage increases. The union has a
choice of spearheading the fight by

.

a shutdown at Briggs, which would
automatically close Chrysler, or call-

_ ing the Chrysler workers out.

It is no exaggeration to say that
between the “pattern”, in steel, the
wounding of Reuther and the bellig-
erence of Chrysler, the Chrysler
UAW - CIO department was reeling
around last week. The fact that Ma-
thews isn't going to welcome Mazey's
entrance into the picture doesn’t help
much, for it makes it Jmore difficult
for Mazey to assume full leadership.

The UAW-CIO is once again in the
position of depending on the militant
tradition and spirit of its cadres, They

have never failed yet, and given a ’

call to action, they can intervene de-
¢isively and effectively,

-

more to the

¥
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Aﬂemr.;Ho Murder

(Continued from page 1)

nored it, although they know, for ex-
ample, that in 1938 'a Ford Service
cop and a gangster tried to do a job
on Reuther at his home, (These iwo
men were acqmtf.ed incidentally, by
a hung jury, after pleading that Reu-
ther had paid them $100 to do a job
on: himself for publicity.)

What about the" fascist organiza-
tions supported by management over
the years in Detroit? What about the
old  tie-ups beiween racketeer ele-
ments and managements in the past?
Only recently Malcom Bingay, 'De-
froit Free Press -columnist, had an
explanation, or more exactly, an apol-
ogy for Henry Ford's keeping gang-
sters on Harry Bennett's “service de-
partment,” pay-roll.”

Outside of a mention in one news-
paper that the police were checking
on “suspects” in the old Briggs beat-
ing cases (Ken Morris, Genora J. Dol-
linger were two of the victims), this
angle has been largely ignored.
~ What about the Ku Klux Klan, the
Black Legion, the Gerald' L. K. Smith

fascists, the race-haters )
voked the race riots in 1943, who
were behind the Sojourner Truth

housing violence? All these are v:o-
lent enemies of Reuther.

Only recently Reuther's blast at
Jim-Crowism in the American Bowl-
ing Congress provoked a bitter per- )
sonal hatred against’ him by Jim 4
Crow elements in the shops and in
the city. Seldom was Reuther de-
nounced as venomously as that week, .
Are those elements, who make up the
Iynchers in the South, incapable of
trying violence. In 1943, 34 persons
were killed and over 1,000 injured
because these people provoked a ter-
rible race riot,

The political climate for vioclence
against Reuther, who symbolizes ev-
erything these fascists hate, ‘exists in
Detroit. i

Likewise, Reuther’s regime
made it much more difficult for num-
bers and bookie elements in the
shops to-function.

All of these angles deserve the kind
of investigation Reuther outlined in
his comments on the assassination at-
tempt. But.a Jim Crow police depart-
ment and a labor hating police com-

who pro- .missioner are hardly the persons 1o

look under those conditions. !
We must mention in passing' ihe

See Stalinists Losing Ground
In Cleveland CIO Leadership

By JOE HAUSER

CLEVELAND, April 21 —May Day
1948 sees a definite change in the
Cleveland labor scene. This city has
long been a stronghold of the Com-
mumst {Stalinist) Party, and the
Cleveland Industrial Union Council
(CIUC) has been just another group
of hand-raisers reflecting the ever-
varying line of the CP. In the past
few months the division in the en-
tire CIO over the Marshall Plan and
Willace has had its effects here and
now the anti- Stalinist, pro-Murray
forces are well on the way to victory.

Up to quite recently the Stalinists
were in such complete control of the
CIUC that many of the non-CP dom-
inated locals had simply withdrawn
from the Counecil. Then came the top
CIO edict that city and state coun-
cils had to go along with national
policy. Further, the CIO ruled that
local unions had the right to vote
in these councils according to their
membership strength. With these to
arm them, the pro-Murray forces
have come out on top at the last- few
Couneil meetings, Their next goal is
to gain complete organizational con-
trol in the coming CIUC elections,
and they are especially interested in
ousting A. E. Stevenson: as Executive
Secretary.

In the Cuyahoga Count,v CIO-PAC
(political arm of the CIUC), the Sta-
linists have already been swept from
control of ‘the Executive Committee.
Some of the brothers relieved of their
duties there are now working full
time for Henry Wallace.

Most of these developments have
not reached down to the rank and
file CIO members in Cleveland. It
has been an organizational fight be-
tween two cliques at the top, and no
new program-has been offered other
than substituting American imperial-
ism for Russian expansion. The ad-
vantage-is that the totalitarian stran-
glehold has been broken, and it is
likely that.there' will be more free-
dom and demoeracy.in the Council.

PRECISIDN STRIKE

Perhaps of more meaning to Cleve-
landers is the terrible defeat suffered
by the workers of Precision Castings
‘Co. on the west side of the city. The
shop has about 500 workers, and was
organized by .the Mine Mill and
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Smelter Workers, and had a union
contract. About two months ago ne-
gotiations for a new contract broke
down, No doubt the real issue was
the company’s unwillingness to bar-
gain in good faith on wages and
working conditions. However, man-
agement said that it wouldn't bar-
gain with a union that refused to
comply with the Taft-Hartley Law
in the matter of filing non-Commu-
nist affidavits.

. The local union, following the line.

of its Stalinist national leadership,
refused to sign the affidavits. They
struck the plant and completely
stopped production. Three other Pre-
cision plants 'outside of Cleveland
were also called out, but  these
other strikes either never material-
ized, or soon fizzled out. The Preci-
sion workers here received plenty of
front page publicity, and the bosses
laid it ‘on thick—saying that only the
affidavits stood in the way of nor-
mal negntiaihms and return to work.
The Stalinist leadership, committed
against signing the affidavits on prin-
ciple (so they say), even. offered to
sign non - Communist affidavits di-
rectly with the company, but not
with the government! Precision
wouldn’t accept this, the strike
dragged on, and the terrific propa-
ganda campaign began taking effect.

The AFL moved in, began signing
up members, and requested an NLRB
‘election, Court orders were secured
limiting picketing, and a back-to-
work movement took hold. Finally
this week, the remnants of the loyal
Mine Mill and Smelter union mem-
bers offered to return, asking only
for their seniority and no diserimi-
nation. Flushed with victory, the
company refused even this, saying to
do so would amount to a contrac
and offered to take individual appli-
cations for re-employment from the
strikers, promising only to hire them
as needed. At this writing, the re-

maining*strikers are claiming a lock-"

out, and are filing for unemployment
insurance.

SUICIDAL POLICY

While every good union man in
Cleveland owes his -support to the
rank and file Precision. strikers in
their fight for. wages and better con-
ditions against a reactionary employ-
er, so also must we have only disgust
and contempt for the Stalinist leaders
who took their members, out on a
limb over the affidavit guestion.

While the entire labor movement
should have refused to comply with
this and all the other odious provi-
sions of the Taft Hartley Law, once
this refusal was denied by the larg-
est part of thé unions, it was suicide

for the Stalinists to insist on non- -

compliance for their own locals. This
example ‘shows aggin that to the CP
the welfare of union members is not
their main interest. Rather are they
set on carrying out their line, which
at this particular time is to appear
very ‘militant in order to sirengthen
Stalin's hand in international affairs.
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growing “anti-Semitism, which is di-
rected considerably. at Reuther, and
upon which the fascist scum breed.
Whlspermg campaigns circulate
through the shops about Reuther as
% “Jew,” his wife a “Jew,” and Reu-
ther having too many 'Jews; on the
staff. (In the pre-convention fight a

‘leaflet’ with this line ‘was circulated
in the shops.

The reward which the UAW-CIO
and its locals offered, amounting to

BUﬁalo UE Local

alter Reuther - -

over $126,000 indicates how seriously
the unionists take this matter, and
how much they are concerned with
finding ‘the murderous gang behind
this deed.

But no matter, which of the three
possibilities becomes a reality, if the
killeg is found, the social conditions
for the hatreds, and tensions remain.
Until these are removed their exists
always danger to union leaders, and
.{o the union movement.

1581 in étormy

Debate Votes Opposition to CP

BUFFALO — Communist Party dom-
ination of UE-CIO Local 1581, rep-
resenting over 6,000 workers in-the
Buffalo Motor Division of the West-
‘inghouse . Electric Corporation, re-
ceived a severe setback with the
the passing of a resolution on Sun-
day, April 4, “opposing the Commu-
nist Party” at the most turbulent
meeting in the. 1oca} s year and a half
history.

Background to the furious baitle
was the smoldering resentment

. against the union tactics of the Sta-

linist - controlled administration ma-
chine. The Sunday climax to this re-
sentment was touched off by a se-
ries of articles in the Buffalo Eve-
ning. News during the past month.
By the end: of March it was clear
that the workers were determined to
make “Communism” a major issue in
present wage negotiations, in spite of
all the edicts and resolutions against
“red-baiting” and ‘company stoog-
ing” thrown at them by the union
administration. The Buffalo Evening
News articles —using among other
‘things the appearance of 1581 leaders
at a picket line:protesting deporta-
tion proceedings against Ellis Island-
held “alien communists” — had slyly
fanned 1he flame into a major issue.

WANT AN ANSWER

A spl1t in the CP-controlled Umty
Caucus ' badly compromiged the au-
thority of the administration, gave a
potential majority fo “anti-adminis-
tration forces on the executive board,
and left the CP Unity Caucus in
growing isolation.

A long-standing antl-admlmstra-
tion Rank and File Caucus (which
had put all its.anti-CP emphasis on a
purely trade union level during the
past year) adopted the same formula
as. the administration Unity Caucus,
“The only issue is red-baiting.” But
a growing number of workers want-
ed an answer to the issue of Sta-
linism,

Left leaderless and told they were
nothing . but “red-baiters” and that
“the wage increase is our only issue,”
workers began to accept the formula-
tions and implied conclusions slyly
advanced by the Buffalo Evening
News articles. Thus the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers |
line on “gefting rid of the reds” (in
a manner which would also get rid
of thé union or turn it into a com-
pany union) began to penetrate the
plant via the News' articles. (Which,
incidentally, cleverly exploited the
tfuth about the activities of the Com-
munist Party, and yet left the News
free to deny any interference of its
own.in the union's affairs.)

MILITANT APPROACH

Members wzthm the Rank and File
-anti- admlmstratmn caucus began to
grope . for a program to offer the
workers, ‘at first independently of
each other and then as a growing
minority opinion. They reached a
géneral agreement that both the
forces of big industry behind the
Buf[alo Evening News, and progres-
sive unionists wanted to rid the union
of the '‘Communist Party, but that
the Néws.wanted to get rid of the
CP and the Union. The problem was:
“How to rid 1581 of Communist Par-
ty domination in the manner to bhild
the umon""

The first slep, obviously, was to
take a clear cut position against the
Communist Party in order to tell the
workers the truth about it, and to
und'el take an alternative to the Buf-
falo Evemng News direction.

The begmnmgs of a change came
at a. Rank and File Caucus meeting
on a Saturday night before the tur-
bulent Sunday membership meeting.
A caucus slate was to be elected for
Local 1581 elections in. May,, and. a
discussion of, the caucus program
opened the meeting The program in-
cluded’ demands for a. sliding  scale
of wages, mdependent labor party,
end of the inceptive system and other
excellent. points, ;but said nothing on
the Communist Party

A motion was. put on .the floor,
“against the Communist Party and
against red-baiting,” and after a long
debate, .was passed. Election of a
Rank and File slate followed. The
minority opinion won all but a few
offices and became the majority.

On Sunday, informal caucusing
with the group which had bolted the

" administration Unity caucus, brought

loose and informal agreement on a
motion fo oppose the Communist
Party, not “Communism.” It was also

agreed that no banning or barring of

Communists would be introduced
into the motion, with some agreeing

(NAM) ,

on the principle of not undermining
trade union democracy, and some
simply because such a move would
entangle the union with the Inter-
national and generally tend to divert
the issue.

STORMY DEBATE

The large memhership meeting
opened in a general atmosphere of
anti - Stalinism, divided between
those who were following the Buf-
falo. Evening News line, and those
who were following the appmaeh
worked out by the Rank and File.
Because the Rank and File approach
had been so belated, there was grave
danger at times that the meeting
would break up in a union-under-
mining brawl.

It was also, clear that what out-
right red-baiting did take place on
the floor could luwe become the com-
pletely dommant note. Ugly remarks
and anti-Semitism were an inevita-
ble outcropping: of the attempt to
bottle up the workers with fhie cork
labelled “the only issue is wages,
red-baiting is wrong.” They were de-
termined to deal with the issue of
the Communist Party, in the right
way if they could, or the wrong way
if they had to. -

A motion by’ the administration
floor leader and plant chief steward
embodied a parliamentary trick
which threw thé meeting into a tur-
moil. He moved to back the report
of Edward Matthews, UE Secretary
of National Westinghouse Conference
Board, “in our fight for a wage in-
crease,” AND-—instruet our- Sfewards
and officers to make this the main
issue and cease internal discussion of
our other problems until we win our
wage increase."” (Matthews inciden-
tally, was obviously not at the meet-
ing “just to give us a negotiations
report,” workers agreed with know-
ing looks.):

A stormy hour of debate followed.
One baffled but, fighting spokesman
held the floor for over a half-hour
while he denounced the union-under-
mining tacties of the CP, its slander
technique, and its phony militancy,
and succumbed as well to scoring it
as “un-American and a threat to the
nation.” This mixture of Buffalo Eve-
ning News' “patriotism” and opposi-
tion - to the CP’s union-undermining
tactics, prevailed. in varying degrees
in almost every anti-Stalinist speech.

With indignation against the “pack-
age” motion (for the wage increase
fight and for gag rules—or vote down
the gag rule and you're voting against
a wage increase) offered by the chief
steward reaching fever height, a
Rank and File spokesman gained the
floor and succeeded in splitting the
two issues.

After tabling the tricky motion, a
new one “to back our UE officers in
our fight for a wage-increase, period,”
was passed unanimously. The meet-
ing then proceeded to discuss the
Stalinist issue, and, ended by voting
its condemnation of the Communist
Party.

Dine. -

By £, R MeKinmnoy.

Atlanta, Georgia, has eight brand
new Negro cops right out of a Geor-
gia *“police training school.” These
eight cops are walking the sidewalks
in sthe Negro section around Auburn
Ave. It is reported that five of the
new cops have had college training;
whatever that means in Georgia. It
is not easy to understand why any-
body, white or black, would go tlo
college in order to qualify as a cop
in Georgia.

There is something very interesting
about these new Negro cops. They
will be permitted to elub and beat up
Negroes only. Its the same old story:
if a Negro is to have the- right to
club anybody, it must be another
Negro. These Negro cops have in-
struehons not to arrest any white
persomn. Chief of Police Herbert Jen-
kins said: “My instructions were spe-
cific to Negro officers, When they see
a white man .who should be arrested
they are to call the police station
and a squad car with white officers
will be sent to make the arrest.”

I don't know how this scheme will
work and I don’t care whether or not
it works. I am busy trying to get
the answer to a puzzle. I am trying
-to guess what kind of Negroes these
eight cops are. What kind of men
are they, if they are men. Have they
ever heard of just ordinary plain
manhood independence? Do they
know the difference between being
a man and being a mere walking
lump? I take it that these eight will
make a very fine record in the Ne-
gro section of Atlanta. Atlanta Ne-
groes are going to have some real
police “protection.” They will be
served by ignorant white cops and
eight of “their own people.”

- -

SOUTHERN MORALS

Mississippi having taken care of
“white supremaey” and the “purity
of while womanhood” now turns its
attention to the “moral character” of
its citizens. This would be considered
a very laudable enterprise if it were
as innocent as it sounds. There are
a lot of people in Mississippi who
need their moral characters changed.
But this is something else. If the
voters adopt a constitutional amend-
ment just submitted by the legisla-
ture, only persons of “good moral
character” will be permitted to vote
in Mississippi. This has nothing to
do with Negroes, mind you. Or any
recent decisions of the Supreme

.Court. Not at all. The state legisla-

tors merely discovered that too many
people were voting who have bad
.morals and no character. They plan
to put a stop to this. If the referen-
dum carries only God-fearing, up-
right, law - abiding, sober and clean
thinking Mississippians will be per-
mitted to vote,

This of course will reduce the
numbers of voters, but that's all
right. At least there will be one
state in the union with clean, hon-
est-and moral voting, voting of char-
acter. Now its possible to get eleeted

to Congress from Mississippi wnth-

two or three thousand votes. After

the “good moral character” purge, it

will be possible to get elected with
two or three hundred votes. And of
course all of them will be white
votes; since no Mississippi Negro
will be successful in convincing the
election officials that he lives with
his own wife, that he works, that he
doesn’t steal and that he isn't an in-
fidel or a comMUNist.

South Carolina’s professional poli-

ticians and officeholders are ‘doing a
lot of drinking, spitting and cussing
these days. The federal courls have
decided that a state political party
is not a private elub and that a pri-
mary of that party is no% a barbecue.
to which the party can inviie a few
select guests and exclude all who
have not been invited. They are try-
ing to devise some scheme to keep
the Negroes 1n the fields 2nd away
from the polls on election days. Be-
ing rather stupid these politicos have
not been able to find an answer,

DIXIE DISMAY

When the Lousiana legislature con-
venes during the summer it is ex-
pected to pass a law requiring that.
only those will be permitted 1o vote,
who have a “grammar school educa-
tion.” I take it that those who run
for office must be registered voters
and therefore people with a gram-
mar schbol education. Louisiana may
get into difficulties if such a law is
passed. There will be a demand for
more schools and more teachers,
white and black.

Another problem may arise. If
thousands of present illiterates and
semi-illiterates acquire a grammar
school education, that means they
will be able to read and write. If
they know how to read and write,
they can then understand better how
to vote in their own interests. That
will not be good for the present dem-
agogues who rule the roost.

No matter how they {ry southern
“gentlemen” of wvarious stripes are
not having much success in keeping
Negroes and more poor whites from
the exercise of suffrage and other
elementary democratic rights. Dixie’s
political leadership of today is on the
road 1o the serap heap.

Real Estaters Win Fare Rise - -

(Continued from page 1)

abolition of proportional representa-
tion, O’Dwyer officially began to re-
verse himself on the fare issue. Sud-
denly, a higher fare meant everything
it didn’t mean at the February hear-
ings: improved city services, higher
wages .etc. Since a referendum on
the issue would clearly reject any
fare increase, O’'Dwyer proposed that
the law be amended so as to circum-
vent a referendum.

His proposal was included in the
city’s legislative program, submitted
to the state legislature. Other points
in this_program. were increased real-
estate levies and a higher limit on
the city debt. These two points, how-
ever, even if they passed, could not
become effective until 1950, thanks to
cleverly calculated restrictive pro-
visions in the  state constitution,
whereas a higher fare could be in-
stituted immediately.

O’'Dwyer, at the time, was quite
adamant in his insistence that he
wanted the program accepted in its
sentirety. Fair-minded man that he
is, he said he would not raise the
fare if he would not also be granted
authority to raise real-estate levies,
ete. The Republican legislature, how-
ever, didn't have to cover up the in-
‘terests they stood for, so they threw
out all those points which would soak
the real-estate interests but passed
"a law giving him personal authority
to raise the fare to any amount nec-
essary. A '

This angered O'Dwyer: obviously
the Republican law put him on the
spot by making him alone responsi-
ble for raising the fare. Immediately,
early in March, O’Dwyer announced
that he would not make use of it,
after Wwhich he entrained for a
month’s vacation in sunny Califor-
nia. When O'Dwyer boarded that
train, however, he knew two things:
He knew that Michael Quill, head of
the Transport Workers Union (TWU),

Palestine Warfare - -

(Continued from page 1)

two peoples. It ought to be clear to
all those sincerely interested in Pal-
estinian independence — especially
Arab labor unions and progressive
nationalists—that Palestine will not
and cannot achieve its independence
by Arab attempt to forcefully pre-
vent the Jews from exercising their
elementary rights to self-determina-
tion and by the military subjugation
of ‘the Jews. Such a course will lead
not only to the strengthening of the
regctionary elements of the _Arab
community but, as events indicate,
will result in a new form of foreign
rule, trusteeship. or protectorate.

ARAB-JEWISH UNITY

The road to independence and
unity in Palestine requires recogni-
tion of the Jews' right to self-deter-
mination in an independent state and

. working for the reunification of Pal-

estine on a basis that guarantees the
national rights of both peoples.
Whatever one may think of the
advisability of proclaiming a Jewish
state, one thing is clear: the Jews

are exercising their basic rights, and
any attempt to coerce them is an in-
fringement on their democratic
rights. Labor in general and socialists
in particular cannot help but sup-
port the rights of any people to self-
determination. A special responsibili-
ty rests upon the American labor
movement since it can directly in-
fluence the United States, the govern-
ment most directly involved in the
fate of Palestine. The American la-
bor movement should demand (1)
immediate independence for Pales-
tine, (2) recognition of the Jewish
state if it is formed, (3) lifting of the
embargo on arms to the Haganah,
(4) Arab-Jewish cooperation and the
reunification of Palestine. :

The AFL and CIO ean most direct-
ly aid in achieving Arab-Jewish co-
operation by influencing the Arab
labor movement. This can be done in
the form of appeals, delegations, etc.
This may not achieve immediate re-
sults, but will definitely lay the
groundwork for Arab-Jewish coop-
eration and the cessation of fratri-
cidal warfare.

which had been pressing for higher
wages for many months, was for a
higher fare and that he had (by all
sorts of demagogy, to be sure) got-
ten the support of his union’s rank
and file for this. He also knew that
Quill had resigned as president of
the city’s CIO Council, presumably
over his (Quill’s) stand on the fare
issue (in reality it was the begin-
ning of his break with the Stalinists,
for entirely opportunist motives).

For months after O'Dwyer had
officially announced his reversed
stand on the fare issue (November
1947) there was complete silence on
the part of the American Labor and
Liberal parties, as well as the CIO
and AFL councils. In other words,
the so-called leadership of N. Y. la-
bor, including those who of late have
come out in opposition to O'Dwyer,
failed to challenge him on an. issue
which potentially could expose his
whole administration with its record
of strikebreaking, continued lack of
housing, grand programs of non-es-
sential construction, overcrowded
sthools and hospitals, etc. The real
face of this labor “leadership” showed
itself again a few weeks ago.

QUILL AND THE CIO

With the pressure of New York's
underpaid transport workers on his
neck, Quill called a strike on one
of the minor bus lines. This sus-
pended a sirike threat over all of
the city’s transportation system, fired

- by the militancy of the TWU work-

ers, who were ready and willing 1o
defy the reactionary Condon-Wadlin
law under which “civil service em-
ployees” are prohibited from strik-
in. No demand for higher wages
could be more justified than that of
the transport workers. Quill, how-
ever, related a higher wage to* a
higher fare on all transit lines, de-
nouncing in brutal fashion all thodse
opposing a higher fare, and thus un-
scrupulously advocating a wage cut
for the great mass of New York's
working people.

With the Stalinist- controlled un-
ions opposing the fare rise, the anti-
Stalinist CIO unions hurried to sup-
port Quill, since any loss in strength
by the Stalinist CIO council was a
gain
then on O'Dwyer had easy sledding:
He could raise the fare with the sup-
port of those who were once its most
mllitant opponents and his political
“stature” would be strengthened. No
one could be more pleased with the
servility of these labor “leaders” or
with their readiness to surrender
whatever independent Judgment they
had left.

Asked whether he favored a high-

er fare, Louis Hollander, president of
the New York State CIO, said: “If
the Mayor tells me that that is the
only way he can do it (raise the
wages of the transit workers), I will
have no objection.” This “responsi-
ble” labor “leader” was {ar too
spineless to face his real responsibil-
ity: to investigate and expose the
truth of O'Dwyer’s contention.

The hearings conducted a few
weeks ago on the new city budget
brought many urgent requests for
additional funds for schools, hospi-
tals and libraries; and, needless to
say, O'Dwyer also used these hear-

in strength for them. From

ings to justify a fare increase. The
Stalinist - dominated United Public
Workers, in demanding higher wages
for city employees, produced evi-
dence, however, that the income from
the city’s General Fund had been de-
liberately underestimated by at least
$60 million. This is one item by

which the present transit operating, °

deficit could be met and wages be
raised. Moreover, the city could, by
consolidating various overlapping
services, save over $30 million, ac-
cording to a recent official survey.
Finally real estate has still not been
taxed to the legal limit and real-
estate valuations, on the basis of
which tax income is derived, are far
too low, (A vacancy rate of 10 per -
cent is still permitted to be calcu-
lated into real estate tax payments
even though with the present hous-
ing shortage there practically is no
vacancy rate.)

What will the higher fare settle?
Since, as pointed out, the city has at
least $90 million in potential savings
and actual cash surplus at its dis-
posal now, it is nck the fare rise that
makes possible higher wages for the
transit and other city employees. To
maintain the contrary, as do Quill,
O'Dwyer and company, is pure false- -
hood. Whom' then does it benefit?

It has already been reported (N.:
Y. Times, Apr. 23) that the increased
fare will yield an immense operating .
surplus—$42 million. On one bus line
the intake from the increased 1are.
after ‘higher wage costs have been
deducted, will amount to as much as
$5.8 million. Clearly the higher fare
makes possible something more than
higher wages. And indeed the enthu-
siastic approval given' to ODwyers
step by the real-estate interests is
well founded. For, according to a
section of the Rapid Transit Law
transit revenues, after rheeting all
operating expenses, must next be 'ap-
plied to the payment of debt service:
and other city obligations issued for
transit purposes,

Mayor O’'Dwyer’s promlse that no
part of the fare increase will be ap-
plied to debt service, that it will not
benefit real estate and that it will
all go for present or future operating
deficits and wage increases, is but a
machine politician’s promise. - He
knows very well that he could not -
really prevent payment of debt serv-
ice out of the operating surplus since
it would be an obvious breach of the
law he is bound to enforce. More-
over, -the term “operating expense”
has already been stretched to include
the purchase of hew cars and the:

-rental of buses and other equipment,
all. of which are clearly capital out-
lays, normally financed from real-es-
tate levies.

New York’s fare issue has ended
for the moment. A great “friend of
labor,” with the support of almost
all the more important segments of
New York's labor “leadership,” has
settled it to the advantage of labor's
most outspoken enemies,

Coming Next Week:
“Churchill, Duranty and

'the Moscow Purges”

by Ernest Erber
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By A. FERRARRA

. Just how much substance is there ‘to the
charge made by the Colombian government and
Marshall, American Secretary of State, that the
Bogota uprising (including and beginning with
the assassination of the Liberal Politician, Jorge
Eliacer Gaitan) was the work of the GPU? -

We know only too well that the GPU is capable
of any crime in carrying out Stalin's erders. It is
also an established fact that the GPU has an ex-
ténsive and well-knit Latin-American organization
with its main centers at Buenos Aires and Mexico
City. It is known that GPU agents were present in
Bogota before and during the uprising. That these
GPU dgents participated in the demonstrations
along with the Colombian Stalinist Party and in-

cited the masses to aimiess violence (aimiess from
the.viewpoint of giving the outburst d political di-
rection, not from the viewpoint of disrupting the
Inter-American Conference), is unquestionable.

It has not been proveéd however that the as-
sassination of Jorge Eliacer Gaitan was the work
of the GPU. According to Rear Admiral Hillen-
koetter, head of the American espionage service,
the agsassin was a Colombian Conservative
named Jose Sierra who murdered Gaitan for
having obtained the acquittal of his uncle’s slayer.
Was Sierra a GPU agent planted in the Con-
servative Party? This fact remains to be estab-
lished, '

= In any case, the Stalinists profited greatly from

the Bogota events. First, the United States spon-
sored Inter-American Conference was interrupted

By STAN GREY

One man puts on a black frock, sits down be-
hind a high bench in a’ room containing chairs,
bibles and American flags and he speaks. As a
-result of his words, the miners union is fined
over -a million dollars, the mine leader $20,000

" and a threat of jail is held over his head. The

newspaper editorials sing: the system of law has.
prevailed. The judge is hailed as “courageous
and “realistic.” Lawlessness and one man tyranny
has been defeated by the rule of Law. ,

And what, indeed, could be more lawful? John
L. Lewis and the government were in dispute.
They both appear as equal parties before the
Law, a Law which stands above them both, in-
different to the prejudices of either. The Govern-
ment of the U. S. vs. John L. Lewis, Just like a
case of John Doe vs. Sam Smith. The identity of
the claimants does not matter. What will decide,
what determines is not party interest, but LAW,
the eternal prineiples of Justice which is the bed-
rock of order. :

This is the appearance. This is what seems to
take place in the august court/ of Justice. This is
the legend that is taught in all schools, propa-
gated and hailed by all newspapers especially
when it leads to the fining of the miners unions.

But what is, the reality? What really takes
place when this éne humble himan being called
a judge utters a few sentences which so drasti-
cadly affects the lives of the working class. This
is a question which every worker must b_e inter-
ested in, for in the Name of the LAW, it is his
union, his welfare, his freedom which is now
being threatened. / '

" What is this law? How is it made?

THE JUDGE AS "PHONOGRAPH"

There are people who say that the rules of
law are not something which men make but prin-
ciples Which they discover, Which exist in-nature.
The judge merely serves as a ‘‘phonograph,”
reading a law which he does not formulate and
applying it to whatever case comes up bfef?l'e
him. The law is con¢eived of as some vital, living
principle which exists in a world of its own born
out of the-bosom of nature itself and expressed
through the medium of judges and ministers who
can only transmit it without alteration or mod-
eration. This is a ‘very lofty point of, view and
makes of the law an objective truth to which all
must submit. Because this view of the Law is one
which denies it any prejudices, jnterests or class
preferences, it is the favorite legend fostered and
developed by the capitalist ruling class. 'Z!‘hl}s
when Judge Goldshorough rules on Lewis,. 1t‘1s
not a person’s opinion, it is mot the capitalist
class, it is not the government, it is thelLAW,
cold, impersonal, above-the-scene, dispensing its
justice according to uniVersal truths.

* Most students of the nature of law now recog-
nife this theory to be false. They recognize that
the judge is no indifferent transmitting mechanism,
but an active participant in the formulation of the
low, The judges not only read the law, they make
the law. New conditions of life, the problems cre-

ated by the constant chdnges in the social e‘:T_-_
nomic life: of the people are not always covered
bf the rules of law of a preceding age. These old
riles must be developed to dpply to new condi-
tions. And it is the judge who does the developim_j_:
Supreme' Court Justice Cardoza writes of the

‘jidge that "he legislates between gaps. He fills in

thé opeén spaces in the law."

In the Lewis case, Goldsborough spoke of “a
new legal principle” which this case gave. rise to.
But it was Justice Goldsbhorough who formulate.d
this principle of union responsibility, it was his
interpretation which created a new rule of law,
a rule which weakens unions and strengthens the
position of the capitalist class. How did Golds-
borough arrive at his “new principle.” The very
fact that he enunciates a new principle should
shatter the notion that judges are simple dis-
pensers of a LAW which stands above men: Judge
Goldsborough made the law which he applied to
Lewis. _

HOW THE LAW IS MADE

By what principles did he make this law?
There iz a crude distortion of Marxist theory
which insists on another version of the “phono-
graph theory,” but a phonograph of a different
sort. It says that the judge is nothing but a
mouthpiece of the bosses, that what the board of
directors say in their private conferences, he
transmits as low on the bench. This is a distor-
tion of the Marxist view, because what is involved

"LABOR ACTION
A Paper in the Interest of Socialism
Published Weekly by the
! babor Action Publishing Co.
114 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

emneral Offices: 4 Court Square . -
Long Iilﬁnd Clity 1, N. Y. Tel.;: IRonsides 6-5117

Yol. 12, No. 18 May 3, 1948
Emanuel Garrett, Edifor
Editorial Board: Albert Gates,
Henry Judd, Irving Howe
Business Manager: Paul Bérn

Sabseription Rate: $1.00 a Year; G0¢ for 6 Mos.
$1.25 and 63¢ for Canada, Forelgn).
Re-entered as Second-Class Matter, May 24,
1940, at the I'ost Office #t New York, N. Y,

' under the Act of Marech 3, 1874

‘Whose Law Is This?

is not some behind-the-scenes coaching and re-.-

‘hearsing of the judges but a vast structure of
capitalist ideas and morals which the judge has
absorbed in every fibre of his being from the time
he was born. Cardoza in his book “The Nature
of the Judicial Process” says:

"Of the power of faver or prejudice in any
sordid or vulgar or evil sense, | have found no
trace, not even the faintest, among the judges |
have known. But every day there is born in on me
a new conviction of the inescapable relation be-
tween the truth without us and the #ruth within.
The spirit of the age, as it is revealed to edch of
us, is too often only the spirit of the group in which
the accidents of birth or education 6r occupation
or fellowship have given us a place. No effort or
revolution of the mind will overthrow utterly and
at all times the empire of these subconscious loyal-
ties." (pg. 175) '

The birth, the education, “the fellowships of
the judges as a group are such as to make them
convinced that the system of capitalism is the
best pogsible system. Any development which
threatens the private ownership in the means of
production is one which they gerfuinely believe is
55; threat to law and order, to peace and prosper-
ity.

The Constitution of the U. :S. ‘which was
written by and in the interests of the class of
landowners and merchants to lead the American
revolition has as one.of its key principles the
sanctity of private property. But this is .a very
general principle which leaves open wide areas to
interpretation. And the judges by their very
training and “subconscious loyalties” interpret
these pro¥isions in such a way as to protect and

_ strengthen the great industrialists who own this

private property and who in our time use it to the
detriment of the masses of people. The judge
therefore is a legislator and interpreter for the
capitalist 'system ‘and this general approach in-
dicates his attitude towards workers struggles,
their unions and activities whose growth and
strength threaten this system.

THE COURTS AND LABOR'S INDEPENDENCE

. You might say in challenging this point of
view: how is it that judges have often passed -de-
cisions which favored unions? How is it that the
niere existence of unions with whatever powers
they have is permitted by law? The answer to this
plausible question is the same as to the question:
how it is that the capitalist class, whose interests
are immediately threatened, now “accept” union-
ism? How is it that the capitalist government
sometimes passes favorable legislation for the
working class? The point is that.in these cases,
the capitalist class is submitting, wisely and in
its own interests, to the alternative of least dam-
age.

Modern conditions are such, that to appease
the more than legitimate rights of workers, the
capitalist class must make concessions to them.
These concessions, of wages, hours, unions, ete.,
are less expensive than the threat of revolution
which they imply and which might materialize if
they were not given. The courts and their judges
react in the same general fashion. N6 one will say
that the capitalist class is impartial simply be-
cause it sometimes permits pro-labor measures.
For the same reasons, it would be false #o be-
lieve that LAW is above classes because occa-

siohally its rulings are favorable to workers.

The basic consideration is: when the capital-
il_gLsystem is threatened either immediately or in-
directly, the judges fill the breach with a pro-
capitalist ruling. This is why we call' this LAW
a capitalist law, a law based on the rule of pri-
vate property and therefore on the rule of the
powerful capitalist class which owns and controls
this property. It is for this reason that the policy
of the labor leadership which is one based ewclu-
sively on fighting through the courts, that is to
say, the “fight” against the T-H law, is a sui-
cidal one. For it seeks redress for workers’
wrongs at the hands of those whose every thought
and conviction lies basically with the class which
imposes these wrongs. No other course can pos-
sibly lead labor to the realization of its just
rights than the use of its strength independent
of capitalist institutions while taking advantage
of every possibility in these institutions. Pres-
sure and force exerted through the power of its
own class organs, its own political party will ac-
complish more by their mere existence than a
dozen “objections” at the knees of the Justice of
the Goldsboroughs. "

' WORKERS PARTY
INFORMATION BLANK

I am interested in joining the Workers Party

. of the United States. Will you please send me

all information as to your Program and how
I_ can become a member. -
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“which surrounds the operations of these oil com-

ECOND THOUGHTS ON THE BOGOTA UPRISING

by this cutburst of popular wrath, thereby. dealing
a severe blow to American "prestige.”" In addition,
there remdins no serious obstacle to $talinist dom-
ination of the trade union movement in Colombia
now -that Gaitan is dead. The Stalinists now have
né serious competitor in the struggle for political
leadership of the Colombian masses.

The authority of the Stalinist Party, which
masquerades under the name of the Democratic
Socialist Party, will be reinforced by the repres-
sive measures being taken by the Conservative
Colombian government against. all its political
opponents, beginning of course  with the Stalin-
ists. Until now the Stalinists were a very minor
factor in Colombian politics, were split.into sev-
eral factions and were steadily losing ground.
Gaitan’s death and the character of tha Colom-
bian government will change all this.

THE GPU AND THE WORKING-CLASS

The question of the role of .the GPU in the
Bogota events should not obscure far more fun-
damental and urgent issues. Should the tensions
between the United* States and  Russia increase
in the éoming period, the GPU, operating through
the various Latin-American Stalinist Parties, will
push the workers into bloody and adventuristic

_ actions against American imperialism which will

have no other purpose than to disrupt and dis-
organize the entire political and economic struec-
ture of South America. This will, gerve as a means
of halting the flow of raw materials and food to
the United States and Western ;Europe, thereby
impeding American préparation.for war.

The line American imperialism will take has
already been indicated by Marshall's statement on
the Bogota uprising, and the anti-Communist reseo-
lution passed by the Bogota Inter-American Con-
ference. All political and economic disturbances
will be branded as the work of the GPU and there-
by be used to justify the cruelest repression. Such
repressions _'hav__e_ been going on in Latin-American
countries for the last eight months and are now
gaining in intensity.

The Trotskyists, together with all other pro-
gressive left-wing forces in Latin-America, have
the responsibility of unmasking the GPU and its
agents as enemies of the working-class, and of
exposing its criminal aims. The American work-
ifg-class has the responsibility of ‘denouricing the
support given by the American gdvernment to
the bloody repressions being carried out, not only
against the Stalinists, but against the progres-
sive workers and their organizations throughout
Latin-America. Our WP comrades must sponsor
resolutions on this question in their AFL and
CIO trade union organizations. Above all, the
Inter-American Labor Federation, an organiza-
tion of anti-Stalinist trade unions in the Western
Hemisphere formed at Lima, Petti last January,
must speak out against the reactionary measures
sponsored by American imperialism and its satel-
lite government in Latin-America as well as
against Stalinism. Unless it fights both imperial-
isms, the Inter-American Labor Federation will
lose the confidence and support of the progressive
sections of the South Ameriean labor movement.

RECORD OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM

Intense anti-American -feeling exjsts in Co-
lombia, 1t is ‘mot the invention™§f thé Russian
GPU. What this antagonism feeds on and why
it continues to grow is worth récording. For this
is one part of the background to ‘the Bogota up-
rising which the servile and dishonest Américan
press did not sketch in.

In Colombia, out of a total direct American in-
vestment of 112 million dollars, 75 million is in-
vesfed in petroleum properties. The major share
of these properties is controlled by the Standard
Oil Company of New Jersey. These statistical facts
must. be translated into the realities of everyday
life if one is to understand how ruthlessly Amer-
ican "venture capital" operates in Latin-America.

The atmosphere of corruption and intrigue

panies is provided by the following accusations
which were made by G. R. Hernandez, a Liberal
Congressman, in the Colombian House of Repre-
sentatives on September 25, 1947. .

According to Hernandez, no less than four
government Ministers were acting as agents for
the oil companies. We outline some of the
charges: S y

..The Minister of Finance, Dr. Francisco Perez,
before entering the government served as lawyer
for the Tropical Oil Company (Colombian subsid-
iary of Standard Oil) in contreversies Between
Tropical and the government. That this same Perez
was a founder and shareholder in said company,
That after Perex became Minister of Finance his
son took over the job of acting ds the lawyer for
Tropiéal and iti subsidiaries in arguing cases be-
fore the governmient, Hernandez read a list of 35
legal actions undertaken recently by the Tropical
Oil Company and its subsidiaries. In every one of
themn the lawyer had been Perez, junior.

One other ‘accusation deserves mention. Until
the cabinet change which followed Gaitan’s mur-
der, the Minister of Government, the functionary
in charge of maintaining “law and order” in the
country, was a politician named Arbalaez. It was
this minister who had the entire labor movement
legally outlawed by the Colombian courts in May,
1947. It was this minister who requested and re-
ceived arms, ammunition and teargas bombs from
the United States military attache in the Canal.
Zone. Hernandez charged Arbalaez with having
been the lawyer for the Phillips, Colombian and
Carribean Oil Companies and of having neglected
to sign over his power of attorney for these cont-
panies to anyone before becoming Minister of
Government in Ospina’s cabinet. Finally, Arba-
laez was charged with also having acted as the
lawyer for the American Embassy in a contro-
versy over some mining properties with the Min-
istry of Mines in 1944,

The role of the United States itself is worth
briefly notinig: On September 7, 1947, the Amer-
ican State Department protested to the Colom-
bian government that it was discriminating
against United States shipping in the coffee
trade. This protest grew out of the fact that the
Colombian government had ordered Colombia cof-
fee to be shipped on the Grand Colombiana Mer-
"chant Fleet (owned and operated jointly by Co-
lombia, Ecuador and Venezuela) whenever possi-
blel The Colombian reaction was quick. On Sep-
tember 10, a demonstration took place outside the
American Embassy in Bogota. The building which
houses the Grace Line offices, an American ship-
ping ecompany, which hds vast interests in Latin-
America, was also stoned. -

On the basis of such facts as we have sketched
above, there is no mystery as to the source of the
violent anti-Americanism of the Colombian (Lat-
in-American) masses. In their own government,
the American government and the American capi-
talist class. they see a rapacious and powerful
trinity which must be fought to the end. And

. they are right.

g g
(Continued from page 1)

. Actually, the real defeat of the Stalinists lies in the
field of strateqy, where they falled to achieve their cov-
eted goal of a majority or, at least, a plurality vote.
The fact nonetheless remains that Stalinism represents
a formidable mass party of 6,000,000 peoplé, on the
whole: the working class, poor peasantry and most op-
pressed people of the ltalian nation. Nothing can con-
ceal this blunt fact, Since the de Gasperi regime cannot
solve the social and economic problems of these masses,
it is idle even to speculate about the “finish" of Stalin-
ism. A strategic defeat, yes; a fatal blow, ne.

We must therefore reject as not worthy of serious
consideration the loud and vigorous victory claims of
American imperialism. Stalinism can easily cope with,
survive and outlast such defeats. But, at the same time,
we consider that the Italian elections did chalk up a

. far more real and substantial vietory for the Italian

people. - ’

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SARAGAT VOTE

We refer, of course,.to the surprisingly large popu-
lar vote attained by the Saragat Socialist Party, the
anti-Stalinist, ring-wing Social Democratic movement

founded in .opposition to the pro-Stalinism of Nenni. .

This Party, whose principle publicist is the famous
novelist Igndazio Silone,.staged a surprfsing comeback
at the polls and emerged as an indegendent fonee to be
reckoned with.

_ What is the significance of its 2 million votes?. It lies,
above all, in the fact that enormous numbers of workers
turned away from. Stalinism, in the Northern ltaly indus-
trial cities, but refused o go to the Pope, or clericalism,
or. American imperialism (despite threats and letters
from their American kin). In the key-city of Milan, for
example, the Saragatists received 250,000 votes and
ran the Stalinists a cllns_élsei;opd. We do not support or
agree with the political program of Saragat—that goes
without saying—but we hail this vote as proof that sub-
stantial numbers are prepared to vote for soclalism but
not Stalinism;: prepared to fight for democracy, but not
the reactionary Papist clericalism.

The coming struggle in Italy will not take place
merely against the Stalinists. The latter, elearly un-
able to take power now because of their defeat, will
launch a campaign of strikes and sabotage. But there
will also be a reactionary threat from the Right, in the
form of the new government, which will attempt to
slip over anti-labor legislation, stall off the land de-
mands of the peasantry and, in general, serve the com-
mon interests of the Papacy and America. The Sara-
gat Socialist Party cannot dodge such issues. That is
why it must become the arena for intense -political
struggles. That is why this Party, its vote and its fu-
ture prospects, offer the one bright spot in the entire
Italian political scene.

A NOTE ON THE RDR:

Our Paris correspondent, Vincent Care, has sent us
a sober and objective report on the newly-founded RDR
movement in France, published in this issue of LABOR
ACTION. In a previous issue we have called attention
to the vicious characterization of this movement by the
Social Democratic New, Leader. ‘We must now' deal
briefly with ,another unwarranted attack not only on
the RDR But on those French Trotskyists: who have
joined it, .

_ Paul G.sStevens, writing in the Cannonite Militant
(March 22, 1948) 'on the formation of the RDR, in-
formed his readers about Frawe-Tireur, publication of
the RDR. “This paper, since its foundation during the
resistance, has been close to the Stalinists, but recently
aroused Stalinist ire by advoeating a united front
against de Gaulle between the CP and the SP."” He fur-
ther quotes from the first RDR manifesto (published
in toto in LABOR LACTION) which takes its. stand
equally against Social Democracy and Stalinism. One
is justified in concluding that on March 22 Stevens
considered the RDR, whatever its faults and despite
its failure to register or request permission for exist-
ence from the Cannonite central office, at least as an
anti-Stalinist movement. So far, so good.,

But by April 12, 1948, Stevens had changed his
tune. The RDR has become suddenly a “pro-Stalinist
movement”! Yes, believe it or not, the RDR—viciously
denounced in the Stalinist press, berated over and over
in the Social Democratic press—is a pro-Stalinist ten-
dency in France! What caused this change on Stevens’
part? It appears that the party Stevens supports in
‘France, the PCI, had meanwhile expelled _Dema?iére,
leader of the anti-sectarian wing of the PCI, together
with.45 percent of the Party. This left the PCI with
a handful of a few hundred isolated comrades, - *

Slanderer Stevens announced that Demaziére is a no-
torious “pro-Stalinist” who proposed “:..a line: of
adaptation to the Stalinist policy dominant in the
French mass moverient.” LABOR ACTION, therefore,
has an unprincipled alliance with Demaziére, the pro-
Stalinist, since LABOR ACTION (as everyone knows)
is pro-Truman! : i .

We ignore the question of LABOR ACTION’s pro-,
Trumanism—there is, after all, a limit on what must
be replied to. We reject, however, the slander of Com-
rade Demaziére as “pro-Stalinist.” After the war, and
including last year, we had many serious differences
with Demaziére and, his supporters, above all on the
question of their attitude toward Stalinism. We: spoke
of this openly and‘frankly in our press. But this was
last ydar, and Demaziére has come much closer—along
with many others—to our general point of view on
Stalinism and other questions, Slanderer Stevens ig-
nores this. We cite but one evidence. In his letter to
the PCI, announcing his intention of adhering to the
RDR, Demaziére writes: *

. "The RDR, slow in coming into the world, s_gim;_‘io
enjoy very lively success in its first days. My profound
conviction is that it must develop seriously in the weeks
to come to the point where it will rapidly reach a mem-
bership of some tens of thousands. It is the symbol of
the confusion reigning, of the bewildered searchings of
thousands of workers, intellectuals and petty bourgeois
who do not wish to choose between Truman and Stalin—

' thatis, between the innumerable evils of putrefying ¢apl-

talism and the inhuman issue of bureaucratic and terror-
istic collectivism, as the form of society following such
prolonged degeneration.' (our emphasis)

Is that the “pro-Stalinism” you're talking about,
comrade Stevens? Incidently, comrade Stevens, isn’t it

. 4rue that the Fourth International leadership supported

the Stalinist Popular Front bloc in the' Italian elec-
tions? !
PS.—Those interested in obtaining the full letter
of Demaziére to the PCI may obtain it for 15 cents
from the Workers Party, 4 Court Square, Long Island
City 17 N. Y. (Bulletin Veol. 3, No. 2) B

RDR Seeks Way fo Regroup
Socialist Forces in France

By VINCENT CARE

PARIS, April 18 — During recent
weeks an important development has.
taken place in the realignment of

- the French working class movement.

The' announcement of the formation
of the Rassemblement -Démocratigue
et Revolutionnaire (Democratic and
Revolutionary Front) ' during the
first week of March, was received
with consternation, violent attacks,
and enthusiasm,

The RDR, now in its second month
of existence, was or:liginalrly formed
by David Rousset, the well-known
writer on Nazi concentration camps
and old militant of the révolutionary
socialist movement; Jean Rous, cen-
trist leader of the left wing of the
French Socialist. Party; Jean-Paul
Sartre, existentialist writer and phil-
osopher; Roger Stephane, one of the
best-known resistance leaders during
the occupation; five socialist depu-
ties, etc. ) i J

The RDR has issued a manifesto
stating that it is its objective to or-
ganize a broad regrouping of all ten-
dencies of the left on the basis of the
following minimum program: that it
is necessary to rebuild an indepen-
dent socialist movement which suf-
fers neither from the corrupting ef-
fect of social-democracy nor from
Stalinism; that neither an dlliance
with Moscow or Washington will
save the French labor movement,
but.. only. an. independent_ socialist
France offers hope for survivil; that
the objectives for which the Resist-
ance fough{ have been betrayed by
both the Right and the Lefi; for
trade union unity, for the revival of
working - class alise
Above 3all, the program is framed
around the fight against the inevita-
bility of war, between Russia and
America and the conviction that orily
the sbcialist revolution can save the
world from war and barbarism.

The RDR, as it exists today, de-
clares that it is not a party, that it
intends merely to serve as a rallying
point, for all socialist men of good
‘will .who are interested in making
heard, once again, the voice of in-
dependent socialism. One can remain
a member of a political party and,
-at the same time, adhere to the RDR:
The thinking behind this formula is
to avoid smashing the Socialist Party
and thereby creating’a political vac-
uum ,in France between Stalinism

and de Gaullism, until RDR has be-
come a mass force and a political
weight. )

..There is no guestion but that the

internationalism.

RDR is a hodge-podge of socialists,
centrists, pacifists, Trotskyists,. etc.
But the fact that.it'is the only serious
socialist anti-war force today in
France, gives it an allure which is
attractive and will attain the sup-
port of the best elements of the Left.
Proof of this fact was offered when,
during the few mass meetings. held
by RDR, whenever an orator gpoke
against the war and against Washing-

‘ton and Moscow, the audience enthu-

siastically responded.

“Franc - Tireur,” Parisian morning
daily, which is the most widely read
newspaper among Paris workers
(350,000 circulation) has come out in
support of RDR. Its director, George
Altman, is one of the initiators, of
RDR. The minority of pro-Stalinists
on the editorial board are to be si-
lenced and the newspaper is to ap-
pear as the unofficial organ of RDR.
This newspaper can serve as a pow-
erful instrument in favor of RDR.

What are the prospects of RDR?
As yet, it is too early to hazard a
judgment. Its possibilities are great.
That it could deal the SP a body
blow is evidenced by the s_upport re-
ceived from the SP rank and file and
from the whimpering appeals of
Leon Blum that RDR should not
break up the SP. The concern over
the possible effect of RDR on the CP
ranks is voiced in the many violent
and . calumniatory articles appearing
in the Stalinist press. It is unques-
tionable that if the RDR cannot
make ' any headway in reaching the
CP militants it is doomed. For if
Stalinism can succeed in maintaining
intact its hold on the cream of the
French working class, then no po-
litical tendency of the left can be-
come a serious ‘mass force.

Thus far RDR has only held two
mass meetings, both of which have
been crowning successes. The first
was held in Paris, without any real

publicity, and close to 4,000 attend-

"ed, twice the number expected by the
organizers of the meeting. A second
meeting was recently held in Stras-
bourg threatened by armed gangs of
the Gaullist RPF. 1500 came  and
the meeting was held despite the
presence of the RPF hoodlums.

SPLIT IN PCI

In the RDR manifesto, it declares
that it does not wish to enginger
splits in any party, and such is the
case at present, with the exception
of the Parti Communiste Internation-
aliste (Internationalist Communist
_Party), section of the 4th Interna-
tional, Heart-sick over the sectarian-

ism and sterility of the leadership of
the PCI, the minority, representing
45 per cent.of the party membership,
have joined RDR. In ' joining, they.
requested of the PCI that they be
allowed fo rem#in members of the
PCI while conducting theéir activity
within the RDR. The PCI can be
just as bureaucratic as the leadership
of a large party. The minority com-
rades were expelled without having
had the opportunity of presenting
their point of view before the mem-
bership of the party. The fact-that
the minority jumped into the RDR
before going through normal party
channels does not mitigate the un-
democratic character of their expul-
sion. We must definitely solidarize
ourselves with  these .comrades in
their understanding of the import-
ance of becoming part of and seri-
ously working in an eorganization
such as the RDR. .

The Action Socialiste Revolution-
naire (Revolutionary Socialist Ac-
tion) and the Jeunésse Socialiste
(Socialist Youth) who have recently
fused and -who had been expelled
from the Socialist Party for their
opposition to the anti-working-class
policy of the SP, have also joined
the RDR. The expelled comrades of
the PCI and the ASR péople repré-
sent about 2,000 militants and it is
they who are and will be the build-
ers and political backbone of the
RDR. _

It is the perspective of RDR to re-
cruit 50,000 membérs in the Paris
regjon within the next 30 to 60 days '
and to obtain 200,000 members
throughout France by winter, 1948,

Steel - -
(Continued from pa.ge: 1),

must there be a coordinated. effort.

Confronted with a miobilized union

movement, mapping ils demands and

the campaign to win these demaiidls

together, the corporations would Pe

considerably less cocky.
The answer to the boss offénsive

is, as always, a labor offensivé: an .-

offensive - for substantial wage in-
creases WITHOUT ANY PRICE IN-
CREASES; an offensive propelled by
a democratically elected board of
strategy, representing the men at
the furnaces and the lathes, organiz-
ing a militant wage-price compaign
on a national scale,
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Calif. IPP Boosts Wa"dce,
Blocks Way to Labor Party

By ALBERT GATES

Several noteworthy things are hap--
pening in Southern California. The
population growth of the Los Ange-
les area is astounding; the city itself
is expanding at a rate probably never

experienced by any other city in the .
country. Industrialization of the area’

occurs at the same time and is one of
the reasons for the present influx,
but it undoubtedly takes second place
to the climate and the manner of life
it produces. This growth of popula-
tion and industrialization will have a
profound effect on the already exotic
politics of California. And currently,
the political situation in the state
commands first attention.

California will go Republican; the
“popularity” of the dull Warren. ad-
ministration is not the important rea-
son for this prospect. Nor will it be
dite to the split-up of the Democratic
Party and the sharp internal strug-
gles that continue within it. The de-
cisive reason is the Independent Pro-
gressive Party of California (read:
Stalinist Party) whose candidate.is
Henry Wallace.

Why Stalinist Party? Because the
IPP was conceived, organized and de-
veloped by the Communist Party of
California for the purpose of splitting
the Democratic Party, creating a
‘pressure for a Wallace candidacy or
some other such personality in the
event Wallace had decided not to run,
and carry out Stalinist' political and
foreign policy through the election
campaign.

Some will recall that during the
war years the Stalinists sought to
penetrate the Democratic Party, but
no place did it succeed so well as in
Southern California. Stalinists and
their followers actually reached high
office in the Democratic Party organi-
zation, and the County Central Com-
‘mittee in Los Angeles contained more
than one Stalinist fellow traveler.
The struggle in the Democratic Party

over Wallace began quite early in Los ’

Angeles. At the same time, the CP
went out and organized the Indepen-
dent Progressive Party.

HOW IPP WAS BORN

' In August of 1947, the CP organ-
ized a conference made up of the un-
ions it dominated as well as non-
union bodies and the innocents it

could round up with its trade union

front. It was not a difficult venture

. since the Stalinists controlled the
State Council of the CIO and many
local councils, the most important be-
ing Los‘Angeles and San Francisco.
The officials and spokesmen of the
newly organized IPP were - either
Stalinists or their supporters and fol-
lowers.

Being uncertain of the fufure of

the Democratic Party and the nature '

of the next presidential election, the
Stalinist leaders of the IPP did not
seek recognition of the party in the
state by registering the minimum
27,000 voters required on a state basis,
but rather by a mass petition. This
would not bind the IPP as a party,
which would have been the case had

it registéred 27,000 voters as IPPers.

The freedom of action obtained by
this method was obvious: if no candi-
date like a Wallace was available, the
party could seek some other way of
expressing Stalinist policy in the 1948
presidential campaign.

With the Stalinist Party as the or-
ganized base of the movement, the
petition campaign was highly suc-
cessful and the IPP qualified as a po-

litical party in California. Naturally,
the name of Henry Wallace gave the
party the zest it needed, for in a state
which produced Sinclair’s epic move-
ment, the Ham and Eggers, the Town-
send+Plan, and a dozen other guack
movements, this should not be sur-
prising. There is no need for misun-
derstanding: the Wallace support here
is not basically a guack movement,
With the powerful support of the CP
and the unions under its control, its
character is already established. The
issues which Wallace has raised find
a consistent echo among large layers
of the population. (See previous axp-
ticles in LABOR ACTION.) But even
the slightest knowledge of California
politics and movements indicate that
the messianism and mysticism of a
Wallace is bound to find a responsive
echo in the state, particularly, its
southern portion.

NATURE CLEAR FROM START

The interesting thing abeut the IPP
is that there was nothing mystical
about it. Its organizers were known
—known in' the union movement as
Stalinists or fellow-travelers, known
outside the union movement as the
same kind of people. The program of
the party was likewise known: either
it would become a third party if the
proper candidate was found, or it
would act as a blackmail on the Dem-
ocratic Party and even on some sec-
tions of the Republican Party in low-
er rank elections. Under no circum-
stances would
party; on the contrary, it would fight
bitterly against one.

Its program declared that “the pur-
pose of the new party is to guarantee
that progressive voters will have
someone to vote for. Under the two

.

major parties’ practices rank and file -

voters are rarely consulted about
party candidates. With the new party
the rank and file voters will be the
people who select candidates.” It was
going to be the Roosevelt Party.

About the only group in California
that seemed not to understand the
nature of the IPP was the Socialist
Workers Party. Everything it said
about the party has turned out to be
wrong, The completely Stalinist char-
acter of the movement was lost on
these acute observers who judged
the movement not on the fact that it
was rejected by all non-Stalinist un-
ions and movementis, but by the few
innocents pulled into it, including
themselves. The SWP seé itself the
task of -transforming the XPP into a
labor party, a goal which they firmly
believed was, given a break here and
there, a real, a living possibility.
They hoped to take the movement out
of the hands of the Stalinists by call-
ing upon voters to go and register as
IPPers despite IPP policy, thus forec-
ing the hands of the organizers and
compelling it, by this coup, to bex
come a party. There was something
naive ‘and miachiavellian about the
SWP policy, and not a little of the
braggart mvolved

Such a pohcy could have ivalue 1t'

the movement had a genuine all-em-
bracing labor base, conceived and or-
ganized by the union bureaucracy as
a means of heading off a labor party.
But -given the character of the IPP,
revolutionary socialists could have
but one attitude toward it: exposing
it as a Stalinist creature, warning the
workers against it, and opposing its
formation as’an obstacle to the devel-
opment of genuine independent po-
litical action of the workers. It
seemed that only a handful of SWP

it become a labor .

members in this area understood the
meaning of the IPP but their opposi-
tion was too weak to overcome the
opportunism of their logal leadership
which was sustained by the national
leadership. S

CLEAVAGE IN CIO

In any case, the IPP is now on the -

ballot with Wallace as its candidate.
This factor has resulted in a sharp
cleavage in the CIO. As a result of a
bureaucratic decision of the last CIO
convention which makes it manda--
‘tory for all‘CIO councils, state or lo-
cal, to .carry out CIO policy, a deci-
sion carried out with Stalinist sup-
port, no council can legally pursue
any policy other than that worked
out by the Executive Board. In the
present case, where the CIO execu-
tive has come out against a Third
Party and the’ candidacy of Henry
Wallace, all Stalinist dominated coun-
cils are in conflict with the CIO.

This situation has produced a vir-
tual split in the CIO in California.
The state and local councils are di-
vided. Bridges has been removed as
Northern, California CIO Director.
Murray has written critical letters to
all Stalinist dominated councils de-
manding that they get behind the
CIO election policy and rejecting
Stalinist demands for disciplinary ac-
tions against the “right wing split-
ters.”

The PAC’s are also split. Stalinist
dominated PACs collect money to
. carry out their election policy; the
“regular” PACs are collecting money
to carry out CIO “wait and see” elec-
tion policy, or what passes for an
election policy in Murray’s mind.

WRETCHED POLICY

The split will have a profound ef-
fect on the future of the CIO in Cali-
fornia. For the first time in years,
Stalinist domination of the CIO is
seriously threatened. It is a pity that
it has to come over such a wretched
issue, since breaking the death-like
grip of the Stalinists in the CIO can-
not but be for the good ‘of the labor
movement here as elsewhere, No, the
issue is not wretched; the policy of
Murray and the CIO bureaucracy is
wretched. For never was the time
better for the actual organization of
an independent labor party. Yet the
CIO leadership remains paralyzed;
playing the game of reactionary boss
politics.it does not know what to .do.

The capitalist-minded Murray, with-
out a candidate in the Republican or
Democratic parties, is lost. As a re-
sult we have his obscene pressure to
‘get. Eisenhower fo run and thus pull
him out of a hole. The scene is no
better when we look to the AFL, and
especially in California, where, for
example, the Los Angeles AFL coun-
cil just passed a resolution demand-
ing that the government keep its
hands off tidewater oil—a. resolution
that could have been written in the

- offices of the big oil monopolies.

The opportunity for a widespread
agitation for a labor party is present.
The split in the CIO offers such an
opportunity. Pity then, that in this
situation, the best that SWP policy
could develop was “critical support”
to the Stalinist .resolutions on the
theory that somehow or other, di-
rectly or indirectly, the Stalinist res-
olution pointed a way to independent
political action for the workers,

Yet, it is obvious that the ferment -

in the ranks of the workers runs deep
and strong. '

* By ED FINDLEY

all-powerful Naxi masters. Nor, was

-of the Ghetto fighters had ample

buﬂle.

Five years ago, on May Day 1943, the his-
toric tprising of the Warsaw Ghatto against
the Nazi hangmen raged with a stubborn fe-
rocity unparalleled in history. Led: by the
Jewish labor underground, a remnant of 40,-
000 Jewish slave laborers, reduced by exter-

- mination from an original half-million, rose
in armed revolt-against the mighty Nazi state.

Isolated, and without allies, they fought not
with the hope of early victory over their then

fighting spirit merely the result of despair. Many

to save themselves by escaping from the Ghet-
to rather than staying and fighting a Impeless

‘I‘hey fought to assert the human dlgmty
of their oppressed, degraded and decimated
people. Their proud soldiers’ march to death
was imbued with a deep, ineradicable faith in
the ultimate victory of Ehe oppressed.

This spirit is well expressed in the follow-
ing manifesto addressed to the Poles by the
Jewish Armed Resistance Organization in the
early days of the Warsaw Ghetto Battle in

April 1943. ®

their heroic

opportunity

“Every doorstep in

"Poles, citizens, soldiers of Freedom! Through
the din of German cannons destroying the homes
of our mothers, wives and children; through the
noise of thelr machine guns, seized by us in the
fight against the cowardly German police and
SS men; through the smoke of the Ghetto, that
was set on fire, and the blood of its mercilessly
killed defenders, we, the slaves of the Ghetto,
convey heartfelt greetings to you. We are well
aware that you have been witnessing breath-
lessly, with broken hearts, with tears of com-
passion, with horror and enthusiasm, the war
that we have been wdging against the brutal
occupant these past few days.”

a stronghold and shall remain a fortress until
the end! All of us will probably perish in the
fight but we shall never surrender! We, as well

A 'S'ahfte to the Heroes of Warsaw!

the Ghetto has become

as you, are burning with a desire for ven-
gence, It is a fight for our freedom, as well as
yours:- for our human dignity and national
honor as well as yours! We shall avenge the
gory deeds of Oswiecim, Treblinka, Belzec and
Majdanek!”

“Long live the fraternity of blood and
weapons in a fighting Poland,”

“Long live Freedom.”

“Death to the hangmen and the killers.”

“We must continue our mutual struggle.
against the occupant until the very end!

“Jewish Armed Resistance Organzation.”

It is significant that socialist youth and
workers formed the majority in the Jewish
Armed Resistance Organization which organ-
ized and led the struggle.

On May 1, 1948, we salute these fighters
for the freedom and honor of the oppressed
and degraded. Their immortal spirit of un-
vielding defiance of the oppressors seryes as
an inspiration in the fight for the socialist
liberation of mankind,

Fifteen Rounds ﬁ No Decision

RR Worker Is Low Man on beem Pole

By GORDON HASKELL |

The engineers, firemen and switch-
men of the railroads of America are
being slowly dragged by their union
leaders to the conclusion of the lat-
est wage and rules movement.

They say “the mills of the Gods
grind slowly.” But compared to ‘thg
mills of the rail labor leaders work-
ing under the Railway Labor Act,
the Gods proceed with reckless speed.

One whole year has passed since
the leadership of these organizations
first decided to demand a much-
needed revision in rules and wages.
One year at the BEGINNING of
which the railroad workers were be-
hind the rest of labor in wages and
conditions. 'One year at the BEGIN-
NING of which they were miles be-
hind the rising cost of living.

During this year the rest of the
labor movement got one wage in-
crease, is now about to fight it out
for another one. During this whole
period the rank and file enginemen
and switchmeén have been living on
hopes and pulling in their belts.

MOCK BATTLE

If it weren’t such a serious busi-
ness for' hundreds of thousands of
families in ‘America, the handling of
this wage mo¥ement would look like
a cheap comedy, with the audience

(the rank and file) ,cast in the 101&.

of the “fall guy" L

Reading thé back issues of Labor,
national rail labor newspaper, is like
listening to one of those broadcasts
of a floperoo fight, The *“fighters”
stagger about the ring in fond em-
brace, or make mighty swipes at the
air. But the radio announcer reports
a thrilling battle in which the champ
1s pounding the contender to a pulp.
As one round after another goes by,
the radio audience begins to wonder:
How come so many blows have been
dealt and so much damage done, yet
the contender doesn’t seem to weak-
en and the fight goes on?

On May 31, 1947, Labor reported
that the five operating brotherhoods
had decided to re-submif to the car-
riers the rules program which had
been abandoned (after much shout-
ing about how necessary it was) in
1946.

Twenty days later Labor reported
that a meeting had been arranged
for October T with the carriers on
rules, and that a demand for higher
wages was to be added.

By October 11 (five months from
the opening bell) the “battle” began
to warm up. The brotherhood leaders
were making “firm statements” to
the effect that unless the carriers
came across, and promptly, they
would do something or other about
it. At the same time they decided to
demand 30 cents an hour or $3 on

the basic day, effective November 1,

1947,

From that time till this, in addition
to the main event (the endless “ne-
gotiations,” “mediation,” “fact-find-
ing”) the brotherhood chiefs have
been staging a side show with the
railroad managements: the “battle of
the advertisements.”

The companies have spent thou-
sands of dollars (which are doubt-
less deductible from taxes as an “op-
erating expense”) in newspaper ads
which claim that rail workers are
rolling in money which they earn
by “featherbedding.” And, quick fo
strike a blow where a blow is need-
ed, the union chiefs have spent thou-
sands of dues-dollars in newspaper
ads which prove that rail workers
have about the lowest hourly earn-
ings of any industrial workers in the
nation.

(Of course, the question might well
be asked: You rail labor leaders are
now proving that under your “lead-
ership” your workers have been
steadily losing ground for many years.
This, it would seem, is about the most
damaging admission of failure any la-
bor leadership could make. If your
whole past activity has resulted in
‘making railroad labor “low man on
the totem pole” of wages and condi-
tions, the only. honest thing you could
do is to declare your bankruptcy and
resign from office. How about it?)

BREAK RANKS

But, back to the main event. By
November 8 Labor was quoting union
officials to the effect that “operating
workers will not brook delay on the
wage question.” One week later head-
lines read:
Showdown on Wages and Rules”;
“Negotiations Move -Into High Gear;
Must Have Action Soon, Leaders
Say.” That was exactly flve months
ago. The only people in “high gear,”

it seems, were the headline writers

on Labor’s staff.

Then, in November, the rail work-
ers were treated to the usual scandal
which disgraces their union move-

“Ops are Pushing for

ment. In the middle of negotiations,
two of the participating organizations
{the BofRT and the ORC) broke ranks
and made a deal with the employers,
leaving the remaining three to carry
the fight for their original demands
alone,

The word “fight” appears in the last
sentence. So far it has been, as before,
a good fight in Labor with the con-
testants still clinched in loving em-
brace while pawing the air with
purely verbal haymakers.

From December 6 to January 24
the leaders of the three unions (engi-
neers, firemen ,switchmen) were in
“mediation” with the employers. Thus
forty-nine days were consumed in
shadow boxing with employers who
had already’ demonstrated clearly
enough FOR EIGHT WHOLE
MONTHS that they would make no
concessions. Of course, the well-paid
officials of both unions and companies
took the holidays off from “media-
tion.” After all, it was only in the
columns of LABOR that a real fight
was going on. (And that was for the
benefit of the rail workers who had
to work over the holidays at stmlght
time rates, as usual.)

Three months ago mediation ended
In the meantime the union chiefs had
taken a strike vote among the men,
while assuring one and all that they
had, really, no intention of striking.
It was just one of those things you
do under the Railway Labor Act to
go through the motions of a fight for
the benefit of the suckers who pay
the freight in union dues.

UP AND DOWN

By February 7 of this year Labor
was at it again: “He's up, he's down,
he's up, he’s down” cries the an-
nouncer, while the contestants waltz
around the ring in slow motion. By
this time the proceedings had reached
the stage of hearings before a Presi-
dent's Emergency Board. As usual,
smashing headlines appeared in the
paper. “Three ‘Ops’ Present Sirong
Case for Pay Raises and Modern
Rules”; “Much Larger Raise Held
Justified by Months of Delay.” (Ques-
tion: if “justified,” then why not de-
mand a much larger pay raise?)

In the same issue of Labor, how-
ever, there appeared a small item

- stating that the brotherhoods had
agreed to extend the deadline for the
hearings to March 10 “in the publie
interest.” That was a good .one! For

The UMW and the Question of a Basic Labor Program - -

(Continued from page 1)

The capitalist ruling class seeks -
through its government at Washing-
ton to maintain “law .and order,”
capitalist law and order. They seek a
“government of laws” “and not of
men.” They are determined to keep
the working class and the. trade un-
ions within the framework which
capitalism and the capitalist ruling
class has prescribed for labor and or-
ganizations of labor. They must do
this because, only in this way, can
ouf capitalist masters maintain their
class domination.

The c\apitalist ruling class in the
U.’S. today seeks to combat Russia,.
to establish economic dominion over
all the earth' and its people, and to
raise profits’ to increasingly higher
levels. They seek the aid and inter-
vention of their government in ac-
comnplishing these purposes. They ap-
proach the Executive, the Congress
and the Judiciary. They seek new de-
crees, new laws and new convictions.
They resort to trickery, bribery, in-
timidation and boycott. They will not
hold back from frameup and physical
violence, either private or by their
government, These are the reasons
for their Taft-Hartley law, their
plans for the complete and perma-
nent militarization of the country and
its inhabitants and their agreed upon
formulas for slight wage increases or
no Wage increases.

POLITICAL STRUGGLE

This is the situation which con-
fronts the working class, the unions
and the masses. A greedy, grasping,
degenerate, reactionary, destructive
ruling class, half afraid, senile, but

determined 'to Have its profits and
maintain its rule; a ruling class bear-
ing misery and degradation, but in-
sistent on ruling and taking its divi-
dends.

It is in the midst of this political,
economic and social setting that the
coal miners have had two strikes re-
cently. We have said before and we
repeat: the miners do not grasp and
understand the nature of today’s po-
litical setting. They do mnot under-
stand that their struggle and the
struggle of all labor is or should be-
come a political stmiggle. To put it
very bluntly this means that the fight
of labor today should betome a strug-
gle for political power. To put it very
bluntly this ‘means to carry on a
struggle for a government:of our.
own; a class govérnment of the toil-
ers and the masses.

To continue the explanation, this
means for labor, the working class to
assume/the leadership of the nation.
This guestion must be faced squarely-

_and objectively. Are the miners will-
-ing to go on being dragged by Demo-

cratic Truman into Goldsborough’s
court and fleeced of a million dollars?

. Perhaps some workers think that

things would be different under a Re-
publican Taft, Dewey, Stassen, Van-
denberg or Martin. Then they
wouldn’'t be dragged into court, Or if
they were it would be into the court
of some “friendly” judge. If one is
duided by the cloudy and reactionary |
politics of Lewis this kind of myth-
ology might be accepted and believed.

THREE COURSES

'Lewis, of course, does not under-
stand these things and he never will,

The ranks of the miners and all other
workers, however, must begin to un-
derstand. We put it very brutally, in
the case of the miners. There are
three courses and only three courses
for the UMWA: (1) adopt a no-strike
policy or a partial no-strike policy;
(2) continue as heretofore, have an
injunction slapped on, be ‘convicted
for violating the injunction, receive
a million dollar fine; after this go
back to the mines with no gains or
relatively small gains; (3) take the
course  which .we have outlined
above: the way of political organiza-
tion and working class political ac-
tion, assume the. leadership of the
nation, establish a workers' state and
a workers' government, begin a real
struggle to transform capitalist so-
ciety into a socialist society.

These are the choices before the
miners and there are no other. These
are the choices before the entire
working class and there are no others.
Murray thinks he can escape by an-
nouncing that, although U. S. Steel
has said “no wage increases,” the
steelworkers will.abide by fheir two-
year no-sirike agreement. When
Lewis is faced with this kind of situ-
ation he merely notifies the miners
that no agreement has been reached

. and they stay away from the pits.

It is nonsense, however, to talk
about the miners being the militant
spearhead of labor, basing oneself
merely on the fact that the miners
strike oftener than other unions. It is
not sufficient to call Lewis the ablest
labor leader in the country, belabor
Murray for class collaboration, con-
gservatism and what not, and let it go
at that. The steelworkers and the

miners are in the same ditch. The
militant, progressive and far better
educated and, trained automobile
workers are in that same ditch.

In faet, there is no ‘“spearhead” in
the trade wunion movement today.
There cannot be so long as no union
and ne labor leader steps out in front
with the call Tor political organiza-
tion and independent working class
political action. It is time for the
shelving of all romanticizing and
word-mongering in this connection. It
will not do the miners or any other
workers any good.' The miners get
enough of word-mongering from
their own phrase-laden leader. We
remember that when Lewis appealed
to the Supreme Court after his last
bout with Goldsborough, he an-
nounced pontifically to the miners
that this is a “constitutional court...
it has been and we believe will al-
ways remain the protector of consti-
tutional liberties. . . .” This protector
of liberties decreed that he should
give the U. S. Treasury $10,000 and
his union $700,000.

We say very frankly, that labor
cannot emerge from the present day
wilderness by bombast, the paying of
fines, by the simple procedure of
strikes, by mere refusal to strike, by
Truman vetoing a Taft-Hartley bill,
by drafting Eisenhower or by the
Olympian statesmanship of the Hon- °
orable Joe Martin,

NEW OUTLOOK NEEDED

We are making no demands here
for “labor to throw out the present
leadership” and elect another leader-
ship. We are not telling “the workers”
what they “must” do. We are not in-

\

terested in increasing. the volume of
gas in the universe nor the sum total
of verbiage. We are trying to the ex-
tent that we are able to explain to
workers and particularly to the min-
ers that the times have changed. We
tried before to explain to the miners
that they cannot use their old slogan,
“we do not work without a contract”
in the same way as in past 'years.
That slogan can no longer be upheld
and supported by the economic strike
alone. The UMWA discovered this
last year when' the union was fined
and sent back to the pits. That slogan
can be properly advanced in the fu-
ture only by a workers’ organization
which is ready and prepared to en-
gage in a conscious and planned po-
litical struggle. A wunion, however,
which understands this, will also un-
derstand that an orderly retreat for
reenforcements or for the organiza-
tion of an offensive, is to be pre-
ferred to a rout and a scattering of
the forces. ,

The strategic need of the labor
movement today is not so much to
elect new individuals to office but to
have a new program, a new outlook
and a new goal. We can envisage the.
possibility of the labor movement
getting a worse leadership than the
one it has now if the emphasis is
placed on getting new individuals in-
to the offices. We can think of no one
in the UMWA whoe would make a
better president than Lewis. We
could only prefer Reuther to Murray
as president of the CIO because Reu-
ther advocates a program of a more
advanced sort than Murray. But even
here we have to say that in the long
run there may be no ground for a

choice between Reuther and Murray,
because while it is true that Reuther
has a program and Murray doesn't,
Reuther is not very aggressive and
steadfast in the advocacy of his pro-
gram.

All of the above is an attempt to
elucidate what we meant when we
said at the beginning that the sacri-
fice of wages, the union treasury,
and any other sacrifice, is not too
much provided we are farther ahead
after the sacrifice has been made.
We are not for the martyrdom of
the woring class but for its victory
over oppression, exploitation and
capitalism. Labor does not need to
look for sacrifices to make; there are
enough sacrifices forced on us.

Before the miners are faced with

the next conflict with the coal oper-
ators, which is sure to come, they
should think things through. The lit-
tle judge is still in Washington wait-
ing for them to be hauled before him
again. He knows they have more mil-
lions .in their treasury. The coal op-
erators know ‘this too, They and the
little judge are friends. o0

We are for the miners going to
Washington. We are for their going
into Goldsborough’s court. But we
want to see a coal digger sitting in
the big chair in the high place. We
want to hear a steelworker, or share-
cropper perhaps, representing the
government. We want to see this jury
of 12 class consciouis toilers. We hope
to be there to hear the little judge
tell this jury why he took $1,400,000
from the miners in 1948.

eight long months the union leaders
had been pleading, negotiating, me-
diating and who knows what all else.
But even at this stage of the game
they were quite willing to postpone
things for days and weeks.

After all the “smashing testimony”

and “telling arguments” presented be-

fore the Emergency Board (any rail-
road man's wife or ten-year-old kid
could give all the “arguments” need-
ed in ten minutes. One pay check and
one sheaf of -grocery, rent, light, ete.,
bills should be enough) the unions
were offered just what everyone
knew they would be offered: the
same 15} cenits per hour offered
months before, and a few insignifi-
cant rule changes.

Well, it's been a long story, but it
was a long “battle.” At the moment

of writing the union leaders have -

“refused” to accept the Board’s pro-
posals, have set a tentative strike
date, and have again met to negotiate
with the carriers. This is the fiftgenth
round.

NEXT ROUND UNCERTAIN

What. will happen now? Nobody
knows, At least, nobody who works
on the railroad knows. The engine-
men and switchmen whose “leaders”
have been engaged in the bloody con-
flict described above haven’t theé
slightest idea of where they stand.
The odds are that the union chiefs,
with heart-rending screams of pro-
test (“we wuz robbed”) will accept
the “decision,” that is, just what the
Board offered. Again, probably, in the
“public interest,” or some such pap.
The only “interest” in which they
don’t seem to be concerned at all is
the interest of the men whom they
are supposed to represent.

Eleven months is a long time to
wait, even with a good announcer
at the mike trying to keep the cus-
tomers awake. While the rail work-
ers’ wages have stood still all this
time, and while their conditions are
as bad as;ever, the cost of living hasn’t
stood still.

There is an off chance, of course,
that things have gone so far that the
union leaders won't dare come before
their memberships with the insulting

“gains"” offered. There is an off chance
that they will realize that even
though in the past they have been
able to put on these phony shows and
get away with it, this time their
heads (read “salaries”) are on the
block, and that they will therefore
call the men out on strike,

The last railroad strike proved one
thing. Despite their misleadership,
once the chips are down rail workers
can and will strike to a man. Last
time Truman intimidated the leaders,
he didn’t scare the rank and file. He

knows that, the men know it, the .

country knows it and the brother-
hood chiefs know it. That is probably
the thing which scares them most.
When railroad workers show the
same solidarity and milifancy in run-
ning their own union affairs as they
showed in the rail strike of 1946
there will be no more year-long “ne-
_gotiations.” They will then choose
leaders who will get action;, who will
get results,

! Rail labor need not be “low man on

the totem pole” in wages and condi-

tions. To rise in the scale, however,

they need a new kind of leadership.

That is one of the chief lessons of the"
present wage movement,

WAYNE COUNTY CIO

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
'BACKS COAL MINERS

DETROIT, Mich.—The Wayne Coun-
ty CIO council adopted a resolution
supporting the coal miners in their
struggles, and calling for a 24 hour
nation-wide general strike. The reso-
lution termed the miners fight a bat-
tle of the entire union miovement. A
fund of $10,000 was to be raised from
local unions to send to -the miners,
The resolution and action was
prompted by Local 7 delegates,
-
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