=

i

P

Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!
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A PAPER IN THE INTEREST OF SOCIALISM

FIVE CENTS

Stop War?

It is a question that is on the lips of everyone.

It is a question to which more and more people are beginning
to feel that there is no answer.

It is, however, a quesfion that CAN be answered, and an-
swered AFFIRMATIVELY.

Never before have the mass of people been so resigned to the
certainty of war as they are today. Not before World War I. Not
before World War II. St

Today there is FEAR. And hopeless-
ness.

The fear is_rigﬁt, because the danger
of atomic war does threaten. The hope-
lessness is wrong, because we have it in
our power to STOP WAR.

‘Everywhere there is talk of war, prep-
aration for war. The heads of the military
institutions meet in war-planning sessions.
The newspapers speak of it. Events indi- el
cate it. T L% Not His Way
The issue is not whq{hgr war will come in five months, or five
years. Despite the hysterical talk in Washington, it will likely not
come for a few years. But those few years are nothing in the lives
of the people—a brief respite of peace between the bombings
and battiefields. ' ‘ :

~ War will come when the imperialists are ready to fight it—
a year, five years, ten years—when the manpower and materials
are ready. That much is certain—

UNLESS ‘we act immediately to build those forces that can
stand in the way of the war makers, that can offer a real alter-
native to the systems which breed war.

* Marshall-Truman’s program means war. Stalin’s program
means war. Wallace's program—cut to the measure of the Sta-
linist strategy in the United States today and dressed up as a
“peace” program—means to delay the war by “moderating”
U. S.-Russian relations through an agreément to mutually en-
slave the peoples of the world, each governing in its own
sphere. . R e R——
~There'is, however, an answer, a basic, permanent answer to
all of this. That answer is SOCIALISM—socialism which destroys
the exploitation of man by man, creates the brotherhood of man,
and so eradicates the causes which bring war.

Admittedly, socialism cannot be achieved overnight. We have
to build for it, strive for it. Will not war overtake us before we
can achieve a socialist society? That depends on us.

In the meantime, working toward socialism, there is much
we can do immediately. There is today no organized force, speak-

‘ing for the millions of toilers, which can say: we do not want

war!

To STOP WAR we need such a force—one that is independent
of the bankrupt capitalist masters and the Stalinist totalitarians.

An anti-war movement must be related concretely to the life
and strength of the working class. %

There are those who chide us with introducing the Labor
Party into every discussion. We do not apologize.

To organize a LABOR PARTY—a party based upon labor's
organizations and speaking for the people as a whole—is o speak
the class independence of the working class, is to rally the strik-
ing force of labor and those who will follow labor in political
and social action. : ' "

A LABOR PARTY moving toward the establishment of a

workers’ government, championing the people’s interests along
every step of the way, can balk the imperialist war makers by
confronting them with a working class dictating its will!

To stop war we must oppose the.im- '
perialists of the United States and the
slavemasters of Russia. = NEITHER
WASHINGTON, NOR MOSCOW!

To stop war we must oppose such prep-
arations for war as the military training
bill. :

To stop war we must know what is L et
happening. Nor His Way

To stop war we must be conscious of our strength, and organ-
ized to use that strength. : ]

'WAR CAN BE STOPPED. AN ORGANIZED, 'INFORMED, IN-
DEPENDENT WORKING CLASS; LEADING THE PEOPLE IN SO-
CIAL STRUGGLE, CAN STOP IT!
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By M. BURT

NEW YORK—According to available
information,” a campaign of large-
scale and ‘indiscriminate raiding of
the Stalinist-dominated United ‘Elec-
trical, Radio & Machine Workers of
America (UE) is about to be launghed
by Waller Reuther of the UnitediAu-
tomobile Workers, with the unequivo-
cal behind-the-scenes support of Phil-
ip Murray and other top CIO leaders.
Advance rumors of the projected raid
have already produced widespread
disorientation and division among the
anti-Stalinist-forces in the UE.

The “test runs” conducted by the
UAW in the form of minor raiding
attempts on UE shops and the sound-
ing out of sentiment among individ-
uals in the UE, have already revealed
the many dangérs to the labor move-
ment in the proposed raiding policy.

Theses#préliminary raids, and ru-
mors of raids, -have furnished the Sta-
linist administration with additional

' ammunition .in ‘its fight to maintain

its control against growing oppositior.

RAIDS:CAUSE CONFUSION

The ‘Stalinists are now everywhere
making use of a’situation'to pose as
unidn’ builders, as opponents of inter-

APPROVES RAIDS

PHILIP  MURRAY

necine strife in the CIO and as pro-
ponents of a common front agains
the employers. ‘ g

In New York Cily, for instance,
where a UAW raid was unsuccessful-
ly attempted against Schrader Valve
Co., one of the component shops of
Amalgamated Local 475, the Stalin-
ist hacks have been putting on a
drive to consolidate their hold on the
20,000 members of the local, by ap-
pealing to the healthy and sihcere
union loyalty of . the membership.
Throughout District 4, which' com-
prises the New York metropolitan
area and Northern New Jersey, the
Stalinist hatchet men have been un-
loosed in an effort to identify all op-
ponents with the raiding moves
against Local 475 and fo discredit the
opposition as ‘disrupters of the union
in the face of current contract nego-
tiations with the employers.

In the conferences, meetings and
informal’ discussions among anti-Sta-
linist groups-throughout the UE, and
in' particular in the caucus of UE
Members for ~Democratic Action
(MDA), those who favor an unbridled
raiding policy by the UAW "are al-
ready busily sowing confusion 4nd
disorganization.

Says Raiding Will Undermine
Anti-Stalinist Forces in UE

Instead of a struggle to wrest con-
trol- of the UE from the Stalinists
through a progressive program that
could rally the wholehearted support
of the membership, they, now propose
that anti-Stalinist shops and locals
abandon the fight for the UE by quit-
ing to join the UAW. ' .

1t is doubtful whether the members
of many locals will agree to seces-
sion. But even if some 'do, that will
merely leave the remaining anti-
Stalinist groups that muth weaker.
In particular, opposition groups in
Stalinist-controlled locals iwill be de-
prived of the needed support of the
non-Stalinist locals. Secession by
some sections of the UE will facili-
tate consolidation of Stalinist control
in the remainder. L

In the main, those who favor gen-
eral raiding of the UE by the UAW
are unprincipled office-seekers, oppor-
tunist schemers and regctionaries such
as many of the membérs of the As:
sociationsef Catholic Trade Unionists:
Unable :to- evolye an. effective pro-
gram of . their .own to combat the

- Stalinists on the basis of the economic

and political issues that come before
the union, they counsel following the
course of least resistance.

In the past two years, and particu-
larly in the last few months, these
same elements have been striving to
impose views and practices that
would render the MDA caucus in the
UE both reactionary and helpless, and
to a large extent they have succeeded.

(Continued on page 2)

R TENSION!

MARCH 17—President Truman's speech today to the joint ses-
sion of Congress, demanding immediate re-enactment of the
draft law, universal military training and swift passage -of the

Marshall program for aid to Europe, has heightened :f'ﬁ\i“figpsipn :

of "cold war" between the United States and Russia.

The meaning of the Truman speech is clear. Preparations for
eventual war with Stalinist Russia are to be speeded up along
all fronts, including the threat of conscription and additional
billions for military preparations, particularly naval and wir.

Above all, a gigantic campaign is to be launched through the

‘press and propaganda services available to the government con-

ditioning the American people—politically and ideclogically—to
accept the inevitability of war. Truman's speech was the’ open-
ing round of this campaign. Russia was named over and over
again in his blunt and threatening speech. He made little pre-
tense but that henceforth the U. S. would turn away from such in-
stitutions as the United Nations and, if he had his way, would
concentrate almost exclusively on direct military preparations.

Simultaneously, Truman announced that the U. S. will give
whatever aid is necessary "by appropriate means" to those na-
tions of Western Europe which have just formed an outright
Western European military and economic bloc against Stalinism.

Milirams_' Rout Stalinists
At Westinghouse Meeting

PITTSBURGH — A major crack in
Stalinist control over ‘the United
Electrical & Radio Wogters Union

" (UE) appeared when -Westinghouse

Liocal 601 - members- voted overwhelm-
ingly to instruct ‘their . international
officers to sign the necessary affida-
vits so that the union might be in a
stronger position to fight the vicious
Taft-Hartley law. After hours of de-
bate, during which the Stalinists
demonstrated that they were ready
to accept part of the law- while hold-
ing out only against’ the .non-Com-
munist affidavit provisions, the rank
and file forced the issue to a vote,
which resulted in a tremendous Com-
munist Party defeat.

Led by the rank and file group in
the union, which has consistently bat-
tled to save the local from the Stalin-
ist bureaucratic stranglehold, the
membership turned out in sych num-
bers as to make this meeting one of
the largest in a long time, and one
where the .issues were clearly de-
fined and the lies of the CPers were
demonstrated in actidn.

The rank and file group stated its
oppositioni to the Taft-Hartley law as
a whole, including the affidavits pro-
vision, which it branded as “anti-
democratic and unconstitutional,” and
declared its will to fight the Taft-
Hartley law by wiping it off the
books in Congress.

In their motion to force the inter-
national officers of the union to sign,
the rank and file spokesmen declared
that they wanted the affidavits signed
s0-as to place their union in a strong
position to battle the law.

EFFECTS OF REFUSAL

In the Pittsburgh area recently, the
refusal to sign the affidavits has lost
the Westinghouse Megdville plant for
the UE when it was ruled off the bal-
lot by the NLRB. Last week two of
the plants, the Beaver Westinghouse
and the Mine Safety Appliance Com-
pany workers, were forced to go out
on strike once again for recognition
because of the refusal to sign the affi-
davits. The company had refused to
grant recognition and the NLRB re-
fused to place the union on the ballot
in the forthcoming election. This was

Strike Hits Big 4 Packing Companies

Union Seeks Cost of Living Wage Increase—Big Four Netted Over $100 Million in Profits

NEW YORK, Mar. 16—Picket lines
were set up by the CIO Packinghouse
Workers in this city today at 12:01
a.m. Simultaneously, 100,000 members
of the United Packinghouse Workers
of America throughout the country
began their nation-wide strike to win
their demand for wage increases to
meet the high cost of living.

The strike  affects the Big Four
packing companies—Armour & Co,
Cudahy Packing Co. Swift & Co,,
Wilson & Co.—and independent com-
panies throughout the nation,

Despite last-minute efforts by Pres-

ident Truman.to avert the walkout, .

the UPWA strike sirategy board de-

 § i

cided not to cancel its plans. The
union had accepted an arbitration
proposal made by the Federal Media-
tion and Conciliation Service. The
companies rejected it. The UPWA is
willing to continue negotiations with
the companies though union officials
observed, on the basis of previous
meetings, that it was clear that the
companies “were unwilling to give
any realistic consideration to the se-
rious economic needs of the packing-
house workers.”

The President has set up a board
of inquiry, under Section 206 of the
Taft-Hartley Labor Management Law,
to report by April 1 on the dispute

between the packing industry and the
union. This, however, does not force
the union to call off its strike, After
Truman has received the report of
the board he can ask the Attorney
General for an injunction to break the
strike. The injunction would mean
that the. workers would be required
to return to work for at least eighiy
days. During that time the board
would restudy the “facts.” Then an
offer of settlement would be put to
the workers. by the National Labor
Board. If this offer proves unsatisfac-
tory, Mr. Truman could get rid of
the problem by turning it over to
Congress for further “study.”

The union is asking for a 29 cents
an hour increase, based on the Bureau
of Labor Statistics family budget. The
budget allows $1.39 per hour for a
family of three. The union recently
concluded a survey of the working
and living conditions of its members

in the packinghouse centers. They "

found: “Nearly every packinghouse
worker's family is being deprived of
basic necessities. A decent and health-
ful life is impossible for these fami-

lies.”

In 1947, the Big Four packers gar-
nered more than $100 million in net
profit, before taxes.

done despite obvious and overwhelm-
ing support for the UE in the shops.

The motion to sign.was introduced
by Willidm Peeler, rank and file ex-

ecutive board member, who had ¢Ng="

lenged- infernational- officials-Fitzgor--
ald, Emspak and Matles: several
weeks ago on ithe same issue. Peeler’
argued that the UE could gain recog-
nition, win a union shop in Beaver
and Mine Safety, and thus place UE
in a strong position to fight. the law
and thereby ecnable the  siriking
workers . to concentrate ontheir de-
mands for better working conditions.

!Tom Fitzpatrick, president of the
lecal, known Stalinist stooge and one
of Henry Wallace's new spoketmen
in Pennsylvania, stated that there are
provisions of the law that the union
must abide by but that signing of the
affidavits was optional.

Charles Copeland, business agent
and leader of the rank and file group,
demanded of him: “Can the law be
used by management whether or not
we sign the affidavits?” Fifzpatrick
stood dumbstruck on the platform,
then began to hem and haw but neve
answeréd the question. : -

Copeland also mentioned that it is
possible o get recognition from the
company ‘il the union forfeits away
the rights;of the workers, but he re-
fused to place ‘the union in such a

position where any'rights had to be
bargained away when - recognition
could be won’ by signing. In the dis--

cussiodl, rank, and file Jeaders such as.
Blfene Rath, Executive Board mem-

Her, Al Pferman, treasurer of the
local,” Clyde Bowman and Stanley
‘Glass. made clear the fact that ‘the
signing or not signing of the affida-
vits will not .wipe the law off the
books but that not signing does crip-
ple the effectiveness of the union.

EXPOSE STALINIST STAND

The Stalinists’ phony opposition to
the law came clearly to light when
an amendment to the motion to *re-
ject the law in its entirety” was made
by Mike Fitzpatrick (not Tom Fitz-
patrick, president, but his brother),
who is opposed to the present CP
leadership and who explained that
this would mean that the dues author-
ization cards which were signed in
accordance with the law could then
be torn up and the unjon would col-
lect its dues without company help
through check-off. Taylor, who want-
ed to make the CPers take a stand,
seconded this améndment, stating that
noh-compliance as a means of fight-
ing 'the law means total non-compli-
ance,

Here, Frank Pangino, Ed Lehan and

(Continued on page 2)

Does "appropriate means"
include the sending of millions
of American troops into West-
ern Europe? And the stockpil-
ing of atom bombs in France
and England? And the holding
of naval demonstrations in the Med-
iterranean and off the coasts of Italy?

Mr. Truman was not specific, but
he did clearly state that the military
forees of occupation in ‘the »Amer-
ican zone must be increased: ahd bol--
-stered. Clearly, Western Germany: is
intended ‘to .become the' first military

‘hulwark against further possible ad-

vances of Stalinism and agaifist any

. direct action by the Russian armies,

EXPOSE OWN SWINDLE"

Thus less than threé years after
the conclusion - of one diastrous
World War, the entire world is
threatened by the stark and uncon-
cealed . possibility of yet another
World War. This new World War
would onl]y continue where the other
stopped; it would be a war of atomic
and bacterial scope that would make
the last one look insignificant.

In less than three years the entire
force of the United Nations, the Al-
lies who “forged deathless unity” in
struggle against Hitler, the war to
end fascism and win universal “de-
mocracy’—all this gigantic swindle is
ended. : i X

Instead, without any concealment,
we are told that the situation is cru-
cial and dangerous. Even secialists
who never had any illusions about
the character of World War II and
the “peace” that followed, did not
expect the relations between Amer-

(Continued on page 2)

Pension Move Silences Mines

Coal Diggers Act to Force Operators to Live Up to Contract-

By GERALD McDERMOTT

WEST VIRGINIA, Mar. 15—Soft coal
miners have hung up their lamps and
left the pits to force the coaloper-
ators to live up to their contract.

In mine after mine last week-end,
man-trips unloaded the last shift of
men to work and then stood empty
as no one showed up to make the re-
turn trip. In response to John L.
Lewis' announcement that the oper-
ators were not honoring the contract,
the coal diggers decided that they are
not “willing to work.”

The UMW is apparently planning to
ignore provisions of the Taft-Hartley
law. No strike notice was filed nor
has the union terminated the contract
or presented new demands. The strike
comes under the famous “willing and
able to work” clause in the contract
of last summer.

The contract provides for a retire-
ment fund to be established by a
royalty of ten cents on each ton of
coal mined. The operator representa-
tive on the trustee board of the fund
has balked at the union’s demand for
a pension of $100 a month to miners
over 60 with 20 years of service. Al-
though the fund now amounts to $30,-
000,000, the operators are keeping it
tied up.

WATCH GOVERNMENT'

It should not be thought that the
miners are escaping the T-H law
through the strike, however. The
present trustee set-up of the fund,
which’ makes it possible for the op-

erators to tie up the money, was re-
quired by the Taft-Hartley Act. If it
were not for that, aged miners would
have been receiving their pensions
for the past eight months and the
present sirike would be unnecessary.
“‘Logal union officers are worried
abolt-the possible use of the T-H law
to break the present strike. However,
they feel that the government may
hold off this year because of the elec-
tions. '

The men are carefully watching the
federal government to see what action
it will take, The strike-breaking ac-
tion of Truman'in the past has made
the miners very much aware of this
not-so-secret weapon of the operators.

There is a strong feeling that ihe
operators do nmet want to grant the
pensions .because it will be difficult
to’ replace men who retire. Young
men avoid the danger of mining and

the bad conditions of company towns,

If many /o]der miners retire, operators
will -have to improve safety condi-
tions, working conditiens and living
conditions to get young men to go
into the mines. The operators don't

want to spend one penny they don’t

have to.

The strike, something of a surprise
to the nation at large, has been pre-
ceded by a “cold war” in the mining
areas. Mines have been working six
and even seven days a week in some
fields to stockpile coal as the oper-
ators prepared to fight. The men have
been using the overtime pay to settle
up bills and lay aside some cash for

the struggle,

UMW district officials ‘have been
visiting local union meetings for the
past few weelks to go over the issues
with the rank and file. One of the
chief needs for the fund is the in-
creasing mechanizalion of the mines
and speed-up as huge corporations

like Pittsburgh Consolidation  take -

over more and more mines. Qlder
men cannot stand the pace.

Lewis has made clear that he in-
tends to buck the T-H law through-
out the strike. He is deliberately ig-
noring any federal conciliation serv-
ice and has made it plain that he will
ignore Federal
Ching’s statement that the .govern-
ment “will not tolerate a coal strike
this spring.” The miners themselves
have not retreated from their stand
of last year, when they cried: “Let
the Senators dig coal.” However, the
law is on the books and has already
forced the strike. Until it is removed
from the books, it will be just like
rotten timbering over the heads of
the -strike and of the miners’ union,
The . problem of political action
against the bill has not yet been
faced.

In the meantime, the claiter of the
tipple-is quieted among -the grimy
company houses throughout the coal
fields: Unlike strikes in auto, rubber,
steel, or maritime, there are no pick-
et lines; no banners, no sound trucks.
It is almost like a ghost strike, except
that QU0,000 grim and bitter men and
their families stand behind. this. latest
challenge of labor to the coal oper-
ators-and the -capitalist clags,

Conciliation Chief °
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Raiding of UE Will Injure Opposition - -

(Continued from page 1)

Their latest attempts at red-baiting
and support of the Truman adminis-
irgtion and the Marshall Plan have
been easily demolished. in debates
before the membership by the pseu-
do-radical onslaughts of the Stalin-
ists.

This failure to evolve a policy. that
will meet the needs of the UE work-
ers can be traced to a similar failure,
at another level, on the part of Philip
Murray and other CIO heads, to
whoin. many of the oppesition mem-
bers look for leadership.

Philip Murray's apparent approval
of the projected UAW raids is a sign
of his utter incapacity to develop a
constructive program for American
labor to meet the demagoegy of the
Stalinists. Smarting under their vie-
tory in the New York congressional
by-election’ and their flouting of his
leadership, and unable to meet their
attacks on Truman with an eflective,

. posltwe policy of his own, he resorts

fo ‘purely organizational methods lo
combat them, such as the policy of
raiamg

It should now be clear to the entire
MDA caucus that mere reiteration of
support for the “CIO program” will
evoke Mo 1c'%pm'|=te among UE mem-
bers.

STALINISTS TO BLAME

While the reactionary pro-Truman
vie'ws of those who favor binding the
UE to American imperialist policy
must be fought uncompromisingly,
the chief enemy of progressive de-
velopment of the UE is the totalitar-
ian Stalinist officialdom. _

By monopolizing union posts, sti-
fling independent thought and discus-
sion, controlling the UE press, intim-
idating - opponents and driving out
dissenters, the Stalinist machine has,
aover a period of years, convegted the
UE into a smoothly functioning ad-
junct of Russian foreign policy. For
the past eight years the UE leadership
has obsequiously followed every twiSt
and change of Russian policy and
dragged the union with it.

_.Only by totally breaking the Sta-

linist grip on the union can it be re-
stored to the membership. The end
of Stalinist control will permit a
free and normal interplay of ideas
and will cause fresh currents .of
thought to arise and assert them- :
selves.

Therefore, although lhc policy of
unrestrained raiding by the UAW
should be openly condemned before
the UE membership, blame musi be
placed primarily on those who cre-
ated the situation that induced the
raids: the Stalinist leadership of the
UE.

By hounding opponents, by purqu»
ing false policies on both colleetjve
bargaining and political problems and
by tying the union<fo Russian im-
perialist needs, the Stalinists have-
inspired many thousands of harassed
union militants with a desire lo es-
cape from the UE. The Sialinists are
in effect abetting the raiding policy
of the UAW by d:iving many groups
out of the UE, in order to maintain
their contreol over the remainder.

AID BY THE UAW

A clear distinction must be made
between the policy of unrestrained
raiding now planned by the UAW
and a policy of assisting UE locals
who are threatened with extingtion
by conditions in the UE.

In the future, there will, of course,
be many cases where the very exist-
ence of UE locals will be threatened
by a combination of the internal reg-
imentation practiced by the Stalinist
district and national officialdom, and
the Stalinist policy of not signing the
Taft-Hartley affidavits. The UE Sta-
linist policy of not signing the- affi-
davits and thereby depriving locails
of the possibility of using what few
legal rights and loopholes still re-
main under the Tafi-Hartley law, has
already rendered the position .of
many locals extremely precarious.

There will also be other cases
where the whole weight of the Sta-
linist machine will be brought to bear
upon the opposition and locals. will be
driven out through sanctions against
the local as a whole, persecution of

Rout. Stalinists - -

(Continued from page 1)
_ Charles Newell, international district
" represéntative, spoke the CP line
against the amendment and proved
that their 'opposition to the Taft-
Hartley law was a fake.

The membership took its staml The
Stalinists tried to drag out the meet-
ing, hoping that people would go
home and give them a majority. The
membership stayed four and a half
hours and voted! It realized that the
Iaw had to be defeated, but knew
fhat the Stalinist flip-flop method
keeps recognition from Beaver, Mine
Safety and other plants in the future.
They did this after defeating the
amendment which showed up the Sta-
linists and went on to vote to in-
struct their officers to sign.

Earlier in the week the rank and
file group passed out leaflets in the
shop which stated why the Taift-
Hartley law is a blow against labor
and said: “Every sentence, every word,
every comma is against labor.” In its
explanation it went on to say: “Let’s
defeat the Taft-Hartley Act. Fight
the whole Act instead of part of it
as our Communist Party misleaders
are doing. Let's sign the non:Com-
munist affidavits under protest and

strengthen our union and defeat the-

company bill by uniting to elect labor
candidates to Congress in the next
election. We must organize and fight
against the Taft-Hartley Act where
it counts. It must be wiped off the
books in Congress.”

This point, however, should be
borne in mind by all opponents of
the Taft-Hartley law. Labor can
elect its own candidates only if it
forms an independent Labor Party
which can fight in Congress for the
interests of organized labor. Then
Taft-Hartley laws can't be used as a
clubs over the heads of labor by ihe
company.

It is interesting to note thal when
proposals to support financially the
two sirikes were made, the Stalinists
acted in double-ialk fashion. The
members voted to uphold the Execu-
tive Board and Stewards Council pro-
posal to donate $2,000 o the Beaver
strike fund. When the question of
donations to the Mine Safety Appli-
ance strike came up, where non-CP
people control the local, the  CPers
fought for a $100 a week donation,
while the rank and file caucus fought
for a like $2,000"'donation to them.

Tom Fitzpatrick told the members
that other locals were contributing
to the Mine Safety strike. The mem-
bers then upheld the $100 a week do-
nation with this in mind. Fitzpatrick
failed to state that other locals are
contributing to Beaver, but both lo-
cals apparently need about the same
additional help from Local 601. Both
.strikes need support but the CPers
displayed “rule or ruin” partiality.

This defeat of the Stalinists must
be followed up by the membership
at the next meeting. There are many
important proposals coming up.

F 4

individuals, discharge through con-
nivance with the employers, and
other well known totalitarian meth-
ods of the Stalinists. . .

In all such cases, where the fight to
maintain the existence of a local as
part of -the UE has'been made totally
1mposs:ble the UAW has.the duty to

. save the local-if called upon to do so

by the local’ § mempership.

However, in every case the guidmg
program of progressive anti-Stalinist

Wm FEPC

groups must be that of fighting to
stay within the UE in spite of all ef-
forts to drive them out.

|

Such a fight must-be/coupled Wwith
an aggressive.program for re-estab-
lishing democracy in the -UE, a far-
reaching set of economic demands 1o
maintain labor's living standardsy:a
policy of independent political action
by labor through a genuine Labor
Party, and opposition to Ameriean
and Russiah imperialism alike.

in P
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"Stall Jimerow Housing

Conspiracy Case

NEW YORK CITY (WDL) — The
Mortgage Conference of Greater New
York and its 37 member banks and
insurance companies will not be tried
until early surnmer and possibly even
thereafter, Merwin C. Pollack, U. S.
anti-trust division attorney, told the
Workers Defense League.

Last July the regional chief of the
anti-trust division had told the League
that the case wolld ‘be iried in the
f4ll: The case originally filed in June,
19486, -involves charges which include
maintaining racial maps of the" eity,
refraining from  making mortgage
loans in:Negro blocks and inducing
real estate owners to bar Negroes
from white sections. -

BN 4
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qu Job Still Remains Ahead for Enactment of S\*I'ui'e'Luw

PHILADELPHIA, Mar. 11— A long
and bitter struggle came to an end

loday with the passage by the Cily

Council of a bill making it illegal
and subject to crimimal penalties to
discriminate in hiring because of
race, color or religion. The Workers
Party had been active in this fight
from its beginning. The FEPC pro-
posal became law by a vote of 19
to 0. Philadelphia thus joins three
other cities on the FEPC list.

As passed by the City Council, the
law is very similar fo the New York
State law.. A commission is estab-
lished to enforce 'its provisions. The
only amendment-to the bill extended
its provisions to all employers as
against the mlgmal clause limiting
its jurisdiction 1o em‘ployer‘s of 15
workers or more.

As it stands, the law has several
weaknesses. First, it must receive
finances for operation from a City
Council which has been notoriously
uninterested in minority problems.
When the Negro and Jewish votes
will no longer be so urgent, it is ex-
pected that the Council will not be
exactly open-handed with appropria-

tions and could easily nullify the law "

by strangling it financially.

One clause in the bill is especially
" weak and could undermine the entire
purpose of the law. This clause ex-
empts from the law’s jurisdiction
those jobs described as ‘/confidential.”
Since “confidential” chn be applied
to any job from private secretary
and maid to any sales clerk in a de-
partment store, engineer, time study
man, ete, there is no preeise legal
limit to the jobs excluded from the

law. Iptcrpretatmn will depend on

'Idmlmstlailon and the courts. '

Truman--

(Continued from page 1)
ican and ‘Russian imperialism fo de-
teriorate so rapidly and confmnt us
with the possibility of 'war so shortly!

This does not mean that the pros-
pect of war is imminent. The fact
that, politically and militarily, prepa-
rations .for World War III are in a
fairly advanced stage does not mean
that it will burst upon us tomorrow.
Yet LABOR ACTION would be re-
miss in its duty to the American
working class if it did net speak
openly and loudly about the danger
of war,

If the imperialists in both camps—
Truman and the big industrialists in
America who seek conquest of the
entire world and. its markets; Stalin
and his criminal 1mperxahsts of the
Kremlin who likewise seeks world
conquest and ‘the spnea.d of Stahmst.
totalitarianism over: “he globe — if
these men .and their ruling systems
remain in power there is no avoiding
war.,

This must.be: clearly understood if
the ‘socialist and.labor movement is
to be able to act. To say this is to
face the. truth and .the reality of
where we are heading new. It is not
to spread panic or hysteria.

TRUCE STILL POSSIBLE

At the same time, we by no means
exclude - the possibility of a new
agreement -and understanding being

reached between American-and Rus-

sian. imperialism. Truman’s present

~ course is half bluff, half active war

-
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ACTION

preparation. By threat and -talk, he
hopes to frighten Stalin and-his fel-
low rulers into slowing up their pace
and retreating somewhat, It - would
be- foolish -to dismiss the possibility
of a meeting between Truman and
Stalin, with the working out of con-
cessions on both sides. In his speech,
Truman—by word and by repetilion
—held the door open.to Stalin for
just -such action.. We do not know
what will cdome of this.

But .we do. know  that even if a
temporary agreement is reached, it
will be just this—TEMPORARY. The
antagonism between Russiah _and
American imperialism is fundamen-
tal, deep going .and vital to botlﬁ Nei-
ther Truman nor Stalin can solve
this. ‘Both represent scha_l_ orders
(capitalism anfl bureaucratic collec-
tivism) that clash at every . point. To
us, this truth is more important than
any temporary arrangementis that
may be cooked up. ;

This is why we again repeat the
basic conception ‘that underlies our
denunciation of both war camps. Only.
the revolutionary labor movement in
America, Europe -and Russia can halt
this inevitable war.

The same day the Counecil passed
the Philadelphia FEPC the State Na-
tional Guard announced the organi-
zation of the Guard on a firm Jim
Crow basis. The same Republican
Party rules in Harrisburg as in City..
Hall. This state action reveals the
necessity of extending the anti-dis-
crimination to other fields, including
a state FEPC.

Race hatred and dls«crlmmatmn re-
main unaffected by the new law. Se-
cret restrictive covenants forcing Ne-
groes and Jews into limited ghetto
areas where they can be fleeced mer-
cilessly by landlords remain unaf<
fected. Nor are news articles with

- anti-Negro bias, nor want ads speci-
fying race and religion, nor false
weight and price gouging in Negro
districts, nor raids on Negro "hotels.

None of these are outlawed. In other
words, the struggle against racial dis-
crimination must continue,

There is only one way to extend
this siruggle and even to enforce
FEPC properly and that is by the
organization of lecal anti-diserimina-
tion committees on block and ward
bases and in the trade unions. In this
way, the people, the workers, can en-
force the law.

Spearheading the fight for FEPC
was the united CIO-AFL Council for
Equal Jeb Opportunities and many

Negro and Jewish people’s organiza- ,

tions. These organizations packed the
Couricil ¢hambers, petitioned, held
mass’ meetings. The Workers Party
participated in the battle and has
always pointed out that victory. de-
pends on mobilizing the people.

Hutcheson “/Gift” Is a Measure
To Northwest Lumber Workers

By DAVE MORGAN

SEATTLE, ‘Mar. 6—During January
and February, local unions through-
out the Northwest District’ Council
of the Lumber-and Sawmill Workers,
AFL, haveé “Beén voting on a ques-
_tion which”*has ‘serious implications
“for all workers in the lumber indus-
" {ry: Shall tilese workers accept the
offer recently¥ made by the Brother-
hood of Cdfpenters and Joiners of
America for’full beneficial status in
that body. The present status is semi-
beneficial, astatus designed especially

for the inftistrinl: witions affilinted to*

the BrotherHood.

The question was first introduced
into the Puget Sound District Coun-
cil of Lumbér and Sawmill Workers'
convention in January —and it was
presented to the locals subsequent to
that as a pure and simple insurance
plan. For an additional fifty cents a
month dues the members. would re-
ceive larger Geath benefits, access to
the Carpentérs Home, the right to
‘transfer from' the industrial locals to
craft locals, etc. From an economic
standpoint the benefits received are
small indeed, but the NWDC leader-
ship is attempting, with great fan-
fare, to sell full-beneficial status 1o
the membership on that level alone,

To discuss the problem in+all its
aspects would reveal io the member-
ship a fundamental contradiction in
the structire of the union, a revela-
" tion that would cause the leadership
trouble. Fortunately the leadership
underestimated the consciousness of
the rank and file and in at least two, .
areas, Seattle and Everett, the leads

ership has been voted down, at leas

temporamy

HOW RANKS SEE IT

The problem in the eyes of the
conscious rank and file is essentially
this:

The Northwest D:stnct Councll of
LSW is a council of industrially or-
ganized unions. The overwhelming
majority of its membership is com-
posed of SEMI-SKILLED and UN-
SKILLED workers. The local unions
“which make up the Council are char-
tered under the.Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joingrs ol’%merica, ‘one
of- the oldest organizations of
SKILLED craftsmen in the world.
The Brotherhood leadership, or bu-
reaucracy, is composed of men whose
policies refleet in a bureaucratit
manner the demands. of the most
backward among the skilled workers.
The bureaucracy is also anxious, of
course, to hold on to its posts which
it has filled for many decades.

Industrial - workers and a craft
union bureaucracy make strange bed-
fellows. A union organized industrial-
ly; composed of unskilled and semi-
skilled workers is, during times of
unemployment and economic crisis, in
constant danger of being broken. Its
only defense is in it abilily o reaet
quickly with a bold program of strug-
gle to every attempt on the part of
the bosses and their government to
weaken or destroy the union. The
basic premise for this is.a democratic,
independent and industrial union
structure, just the opposite of the
Carpenters Union as it exists today.

Bill Hutcheson general president
of the carpenters and his court, un-
derstand this problem tihoroughly.
To thef it is exiremely important to
keep the thousands of industrially.
organized lumber workers within the
Carpenters Union for obvious finan-
cial reasons as ‘well as the more ob-
scure reason of maintaining the pres-

tige of the Brotherhood within the
AFL. But it is equally important that
dhe LSW be’'made to conform to the
policies and practices of craft union-
ism.

"_UNWRITTEN AUTONOMY"

Now: Does the change in status
from semi to -full beneficial'’ bring
aboul a drastic change in the present
relationship between the NWC of
LSW and the Brotherhood?

Techniecally, no. Under the consii-
tution of the Brotherhood, the.only

eficial status is in the additional fifty

cents dues and the benefits described:

‘above. As a matter- of constitutional
fact, ' the - relationship between the
NWC of LSW and the Brotherhood is
at present identical with the relation-
ship of the State Council of Carpen-
ters to the Brotherhood. The tremen-
dous constitutional-authority held by
President Bill Hutcheson can be used
against the LSW locals and carpenter
locals alike, but up until now the
Brotherhood has been extremely cau-
lious in exercising - this authority
when dealing with LSW locals. The
NWC has, in effect, an “unwritten
autonomy.”

It is our opinion that this “anwrit-
ten autonomy” does not exist be-
cause of a principled regard on the
part of the Brotherhood leadership
for democratic unionism and the
right for locals to criticize the poli-
cies of the Brotherhood. This semi-
autonomy of the LSW exists because
the Brotherhood bureaucracy has a

heglthy respect for the militancy and -

cofsciousness of the rank and file
_lumber workers.

On:-more than one occasion the
LSW rank and file singed the whis-
kers of Brotherhood -representatives
who had been sent to interfere in
their struggles. The method of direct
dictatorial enforcement of the will
of the Brotherhood upon the LSW
as practiced by Vice-President Abe
Muir a number of years ago ‘have
been replaced by the methods of kid-
glove handling. and gentlemen’s
agreements under Frank Chapman,
the present regional representative of
the carpenters.

“NO” VOTE ESSENTIAL

The offer of full beneficial status
can be seen then 'as a step in the di-
rection of greater control over the
struggles and destinies of 50,000 AFL
lumber workers. The Brotherhood of
Carpenters has attempted for ten
long years to-consolidate this control
and this is one stage of that struggle.

It is 'at present impossible to pre-
dict just how these masters of bu-
reaucratic control would use the new
status to gain their ends. There has
been an indication of what CAN hap-
pen.'A few weeks ago several locals
in the Willameite District Council,
LSW, who “enjoy” full beneficial sta-
tus, voted to affiliate directly with
the State Council of Carpenters—a
craft - council. Whether they went
willingly or under - pressure is not
important. That such aection consti-
tutes a step backward for industrial
unionism -is incontestable.

It is well for all lumber workers
i{o beware this offer of the Brother-
hood. It is no gift from a kindly bene-
factor. i

A “No” vote on this issue is a vote
for the continued industrial .auton-
omy of the LSW.

A “Yes" vote can well mean the
stlﬂmg of another industrial’ union
by labor’s “fat and stately asses.”

.difference between semi and full ben-,

Discussion Corner
On Palestine Issue
Partition One Thing;

Aid to Jews Another
Dear Editor:

The basic fact in the Palestinian
situation is that approximately seven

thundred thousand Jews constituting
‘a nation are threatened with expul-

sion from their homeland and even
with possible extermination.’

Like any other people, the Jews of
Palestine have a right to defend
themselves against any attempt by
any group to deprive them of their
homeland, All the crimes of the Zion-
ist leadership—past, present and fu-
ture—cannot take that right away
from them.

An attack upon the Jews in Pales-
tine could be justified only if one
could prove that they are imperial-
ist exploiters or agents bof imperialist
exploiters, oppressing a backward
people. No one in his right senses
would make such an assertion, let
alone try to prove it.

TRUE CHARACTER OF STRUGGLE

A group of Arabs organized and
led by the most reactionary elements
of the Arab states surrounding Pal-
estine have launched an attack
against the Jews. There are of course
Palestinian Arabs who are fighting
the Jews, but the dominant group
under the leadership of which the
struggle is being waged is composed
of feudalistic reactionaries irom the
various Arab states.

The probable comequenceq of a
victory of this group will be the ex-
pulsion from Palestine of hundreds
of thousands of Jews, if notl their ac-
tual extermination. The probable
consequences of the wvictory of the
Jews will not be the expulsion or ex-
termination of the Arabs but the as-
surance, for a short period at least,
of a tiny homeland for the Jews.

To defend the right of .a nation to
whatever homeland it has is the duty
of every socialist. This means that we
must give material aid to the Jews
fighting for their right to live .in Pal-
estine. We must of course do our ut-
most to-show that we have nothing in
common with the Zionist leadership;
we must continue the sharpest criti-
. cism of that leadership — its policies
and its despicable methods of waging
indiscriminate. war against all Arabs.
But so long as there are .Arabs at-
tacking the Jews with arms in order
1o expel or exterminate the Jews of

Palestine, so long must we, give ma--

terial aid to the Jews.

One cannol solve the problem con-
fronting us in Palestine by ﬁnding a
formuld in ‘Lehnin's writings,®
the conditions of a progressive na-
tionalist siruggle are
One needs only to recognize the fact
that a group of Arabs, organized by
reactionary feudalists, have launched
an attack on the Jews with the mini-
mum objective of compelling the
Jews to submit to the will 'of the
Arab leaders. And from this fact onhe
must conclude that a socialist must
furnish material aid to the Jews.

It may be that tomorrow the Irgun-
ists or some other extremist nation-
alist group among the Jews will try
to drive the Arabs from sections of
Palestine occupied by them. In that
event we shall have to defend the
Arabs against the Jews. Right now
this is not tl:le case.

“CEASE FIRE” L4

To ask both sides to “cease fire”
is very nice. No one can seriously ob-
ject. But if the attacking Arabs do
not choose to listen to us and con-
tinue their fire, shall we stand on the
sidelines and persist in imploring
them to “cease fire” and deo nothing
else? Shall we refuse to lift a finger
to help prevent the expulsion or ex-
termination of the Jews?

Such a position befits pacifist
souls who wring their hands in an-
guish at the wickedness of the-world..
It does not befit socialists who fight
any attempt by anybody to destroy
the homeland of a people,

To call the war in Palestine fratri-
icdal does not help us a bit. Alas, all
wars, just and unjust, are fratricidal.

Nor does it help -any by pointing

out that the Jews are not in the po-
sition of a minority fighting against
oppression by’any imperialist power.
Is it not sufficient that the Jews at
ithe present moment are fighting for
their very existence in Palestine? To
call upon them to “cease fire” when
attacked is a little thoughtless.

AGAINST PARTITION

Must we be for partition ‘because
we defend the right of the Jews 1o
live in Palestine, against armed ag-
gression by a group of Arabs organ-
ized and led by reactionary feudal-
ists? Not in the least. We should be
against partition now just'as we were
against partition before, We' should
continue our agitation for a united,
democratic Palestine - with the right
of 'Jews to immigrate and the right
—the democratic right—of a minority
to a separate existence if that mi-
nority wants such an existence.

We should make clear that we are

only for the right to a separate ex- _

istence and not for the exercise of
that right. We are absolutely against
secession or partition, But if .a na-
tional minority, contrary to our ad-
vice; sets up its own state and the
majority by force attempils to pre-
vent it, then we defend the minority
against the majority.

If we are against partition, does
this not mean that we should join

Yhefe

enumerated.

the Arabs in the struggle against #
partition? In Comrade Judd's article
idealing with' the question of the
struggle in Palestine there seems to
‘be such an intimation. Such a con-
clugsion can be the result only of the
most formalistic thinking, As if we
and the Arab réactionary leaders are
fighting against some abstract prin-
ciple of partition.
Our motives in opposing partition
are altogether different from the mo-
tives of the Arab leaders. We are
against partition ‘because we deem it
to be against the interests 'of the Jew-
ish and the Arab masses. The feudal
leaders of 'the Arab states are
against partition because they do rot \
want to see the Jews have a home-
land in Palestine. They are not
fighting against the Jews for fear the
Arab masses will suffer as a result
of partition but because they would
be deprived of an opportunity to rule
all of Palestine.
Our position against . partition is
one thing; our fight to save the Jews
ifrom expulsion or exlermmatmn is v
another thing. - g
It is clearly the duty of Jewzbh and
Arab  socialists in Palestine to agi-
tate against partition and for a dem-
ocratic Palestine; it is also their duty
to defend the Jews against any atmed
attack organized by any group.

IMPERIALIST RIVALRIES

For- reasons of their own, the im-
perialist nations, working through
the United Nations, may send troops
to enforée partition. Later on the
struggle in Palestine may become
part of an imperialist war. When and
if that should happen we may have -
" to change our position. But so long -
as the -dominant character of the
struggle in Palestine remains the at-
tempt of the Arab leaders to exter-
minate or éexpel the Jews, so long '
must we give material aid to ‘the
Jews. Neither the crimes of the Zion-
ist' leaders nor the crimes of the im- ;
perialists justify any other course.

Albert GOLDMAN, Feb. 26.

Against Creating
Artificial Differences

In your discussion on Palestme m
the February 9 issue, Henry Judd
says that the SWP is against partl-.
tion but “dare not take the next stép !
of supporting, the Arabs, who are en-
gaged in fighting partition.” I don't .
see how that follows as “the next
step” at all. For you too “oppose uns; . .

_.conditionally: a: UN partitign, If that, ; il
is the next step [or them, why not :
for you?

1 have looked up the SWP’ pnsmon
in The Militant. They are against par-
tition because (1) “the imperialisgts
“will have the real power in .the
carved-up .country”; (2) partition‘ag-
gravates British - provoked tensions
between the Arabs and Jews; (3) par-
titien is “anti-democratic to-the core,” ; <
dehying the people of Palestine ‘the ¢ Sl
right td Hetermine their own fate. :
Their editgrial (October 20) -con-
‘cludes: “The solution to the Palestine.
problem depends on the collaboration’
of -the Jewish and Arab masses, and
on their freedom to jointly work
out their own problems, Independ-
ence for Palestine is the fifst step.
And that means: Get the imperialists
out of Palestine, ALL the imperialists,
and -keep them out!” ]

Now there may be some nuances
‘between you and the SWP on' this
question, although what they are is
not clear to me. But it does not seem .
to me that you should use the SWP,
when on the whole you agree with
them, as a whipping boy for your
attacks on those who favor partition.
Artiﬁcmlly whipped up differenices
_eannot serve the cause of revolution-
ary socialist unity.

A Newark Fr1end

We will on another occasion éxam-
ine The Militant’s line of Palestine: - -
- We are, as a matter of fact, not cér< -
tain where The Militant stands now.:
(The position cited above is from an
editorial that appeared before ‘the
partition scheme was “approved” in
the UN.) The differences between us’
and the SWP on the -Jewish -(ahd
Palestine) issue are more than nu- -
ances. We start with advocdaey of the
right of Jews to emigrate' to' Palés-’
tine. We demand an Open: Door pol-
icy in the U. S, but we recognize the
desire of Jews to escape Europe and
rebuild their lives-in Palestine. And
we support their struggle to get there,
The Militant and the SWP, so far as
we know, oppose Jewish immigration
into Palestine. Artificial differences
are, of course, pointless, but that
hardly seems like an artificial dif-
ference —Ed.
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Murﬁj s Position ] Is Bad BuSmeSs

“Philip Murray and the executwe board of the °

CIO ‘are in a totally indefensible position in the
* attitude they are ‘taking on the support of Wal-
‘lave-and 0pp051t10n to the Marshall Plan by the
Stdlinist trade union bureaumacy The position
of ‘the executive board is that all” appointive of-
fieers “of the 'CIO and all CIO Industrial Union
Councils must refrain from ‘supporting Wallace
or from opposing the Marshall Plan. This position
is*bésed ‘on the resolution passed by the executive
béard in January, reading that it is “politically
unwise to injeét a third party into the political
scenedin 1948.” The executive board also endorsed
the Matshall Plan,

“¥o be for the Mursﬁall Hdn. wheiher ngM or

w'l-oilg. is at least to be: for ‘something, that is the
‘Bé#Fd had a position on the question. Buf on the
qulﬂ'wa of the presidential elections the board has
no positive position; it is merely against Wallace
and ‘against a third party. The PAC is busy. col-

" lecting dollars from the CIO membership. But for

what, ‘Murray, Kroll-and Co. have not yet announced.
THey are going to “'defeat reactionaries' -and “elect
prbﬁrlsswﬂ" to office. Which one’ of the "prog-
‘ressive" candidates for president they will support
hd! not been revealed fo date. Right now they are,
only ‘against Wallace. And they are also for the
Marshall Plan. Why, we will deal with farther down.
ahy Harl‘y Bridges, an old ﬂﬁ)hy of Murray’s (they
deéarly loved each othei during the war), has been
fired by Murray from his appointive post as CIO"
r¢gional director for Northern California. Bridges
*was fired becatse he not only réfuses to abide by
‘the decisions of the CIO executive board, of which
‘hé is a member, but, adding insult to injury, he
‘opposes the Marshall Plan and supports Wallace;

. ‘Thus, Murray- is taking the position that all CIO

Industnal Union Councils must support the de-
¢isions' of the Executive Board on Wallace anrl
‘the Marshall Plan.

"We do not question the formal :and legal right
of'the EB: to enforce its decisions. We are not for
consmtuent or subordinate bodies of organizations -
'romping -all over the lot whenever they take a
‘rotion to, in violation of any or all decisions of a
higher body. There are times of course when it is
corvect for a higher body to demand obedience to
decisions democratically arrived at. There are
times when it is the responsibility of a higher
body  to enforce dlamplme even to the point of
expulsion. Therefore this is not what we are talk-
mg about when we say that Murray and the EB
are in an indefensible position.

‘What is indéfensible is that Murray is using
lll; dllcipllnury ax in an Impel‘mlnlble and bureau-

crq!l: manner and for reactionary ends: Let it be .

clear that we do not call this reactionary because
it is dction taken against the Stalinists. Murray's

.ue‘!k aré regctionary because his opposition to

Wllll-ce and the third party is not motivated pri-
marily by Stdlinist-sponsorship of this third party,
oF its ‘essential nature, but because it is to some

dtgree ‘a break with the two capitalist parties. If -
. Walldce had called on labor to form a party,. an-

nounced his willingness o head the ticket and to
accept whatéver program labor had for the party,
Murray would have been just as much oppesed as
he Is to the preseﬂ! Stalinist-Wallace hodge-ppdge._

iThare is reason to believe thdt Murray would
be- more vwlently opposed to a real 111dependent

the Stalinists than with genuine rmhtant prog-
ressives in the labor movement. During the whole
idourse of the war he was constantly cheek by
jo\iv'! with- the Sta]:m%t disrupters, hatchet men
and ‘butchers:

-‘Murray’s position is also reactionary and bu-
regucratic, because the CIO leadership is saying
to .its_officers and members that they must not
only differentiate between, and show a preference
for--one capitalist ca11d1date over.the others, but
that the CI0 must abide by Murray’s decision as
to whlch capitalist candidate shall have the sup-
port. of officers and members of the CIO. And not
only. does Murray insist on the. right to de-
e:de this questlon, but that he decide it in his
own way and in his 6wn good time. Right now the
CIO membership is told merely to stand by and
wait for Murray to tell them which capitalist
party - candidates to vote for. While they are
standing by waiting for wisdom to fall from ‘the
l1ps 6f Murray and his church advisers, they can
put‘in ‘their tine being against Wallace and for
thes'Marshall Plan. And in the meantime, the.
CIO wiembership is commanded to pay its dollars
into the PAC. They are to be told later by Murray -
and his PAC deputy, Kroll, which capitalist’ can-
didates ‘those dollars will lJe used to elect. Right
now Murray is not certain; it hasn’t been 1evea]cd
to him yet.

‘Murray's position on ihe Marshall Plan is rede-
Hionary and bureaucratic. We are not “disciissing
here the merits or demerits of the Europeun Re-
covery Program; we are not talking about Mur-
ray's position and his reactionary attitude in con-
nection with ClO officers who may oppose the

‘' Mdrshall Plan. Here again Murray is opposing “the .

Stalinists as antagonists of the Marshall Plan, and
deing so from the platform of U. S. imperialism.
That is, Murray is not opposing the Stalinists as
Stalinjsts, but as o group which is against the
Marshall Plan. We want to make this clear: Mur-
ray is not suppnriing ‘the Madrshall Plan so much
because he is for' European recovery, as because
he'is a compleie stooge of the captalist Geovern.
ment at Washington, in’ ali ‘matters pertaining to
foreign’ policy. He is the State Department's whip:
m\a floor léader in the ClO.

.In ‘playing this role Murray is willing and
ready to fire and reorgamze He is'ready to give,
his 'behind the scenes biessmg to raids on the
Stalinist unions by the UAW or any other CIO
affiliate.- Mprray has at last an opportunity to
demonstrate his “punclples” into-action. We mean
his. piety and his anti-communist seruples and
morality. We say ‘“‘anti- communist” because that

; we]] say:
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is ‘what it is with Murray. He is' anti-Stalinist
because he is anti-commufiist .and anti-socialist.
Murray makes no distinction between Stalinism
and socialism. When we say “soeialism” we mean
revolutionary Marxian socialism. Mur ray, in all
probability would be more against real socialism
than against Stalinism which is the very oppesite
of socialism. He found it easy during the war to
enbrace the Stalinists. He could ‘not embrace the
revolutmnaly Marxists, the .Workers. Party; for
exambple, because they opposed the imperialist
war which Muiray and the Stalinists were sup-
porting.

The whole jungle growth of bureauclahsm,
bombast, ineptitude, capitulation to eapitalism,
bootlicking of the 11111)91‘1:;11151;*?l and betraygl of
labor which is centered in the headquarters of
the big labor bureaucracies, will grow and grow

" until the whole labor movement has been shackled

from within unless something happens in the
ranks of the men and women, who Toot the hill.

It's about time for those who pay the piper

to, begin calling the tune. Here we have the totally .

depre-:smg situation of millions of free American
workers, male and female, grinding’ away in mine
mill and factory, “aitm;{ for Philip Murray to
tell ‘them which party. of the capitalist oppressors
they should vote for' m November ’I‘hev might

&

""We ask. you Broﬂler Mutray, which party ‘of
capitalist brugands. exploiters and imperiallst op-
pressors shall we who toil give our money and oir
votes to in November? Speak out Brother Murray.
There ‘are only two parties. Which one are you
going to vofe for? Yqur only advice rigM now s

'don't vote for qulacn That's easy; we can vote

for Taft, Dewey, Truman, Vandenberg, Stassen,
Mc:Arﬂlur. Eisenhower or whoever Big Business
decudes on. But, Brother Murray, suppose that labor
should take a notion to throw your advice info the
garbage can and strike opt our own? What would '
you say? Suppnse the warking men and-women of

‘this country ‘erganized their own political party,

with o labor program and decided to have their
own labor government? What would you say to
that, Brother Murray? We know that_ you would
be uquinsf it, but there wouldn't be much you could

.do; since we pay you und foot all the bills of the

cio.”
- That is the only attitude which will take the

trade union bureaucracy out of the driver’s seat
_and put it in-harness, responding to the will of

the membership and functioning in the political
and class interest of the working people of this
country, . ¥

NATALLA TROTSKY RAPS
FRAUD IN TIMES STORY

In the February 14 issue of the ‘New York
Times there appeared a dmpatch “from France

under the by-line of Cyrus L. Sulzberger which
tended to give the impression that the well-known
author, Andre Malraux, former Stalinist and now
a de (:aulhst was sympathetie 'to Trotsky’s po-

'lm::al ideas. As evidence, Silzberger referred to

a letter which was presumably sent to Malraux
by Victor Serge, and identified Serge as a Trot-
skyist. LABOR ACTION has at hand an article
by Jack Weber which exposes the Sulzberger-
Malraux fraud, as well as several documentary
statements by Leon Trotsky on Malraux. If space
permits in :-future issues, we will' publish this
material. In the meantime we reprint below a’

‘letter by Natalia Sedova Trotsky (published in

the Times letter column, March 10) which effec-
tively answers the canard:

To the Editor of the New York Times:

"My attention has been drawn to a dispatch
from your foreign correspondent, Cyrus L. Sulz-
berger, in the Times of Feb. 14. The implications
in *the statements attributed to Andre Malraux
are so palpably false that, unavoidably late as.is
this rejoinder, I urgently request that you pub-
lish it,

It is with profound indignation that one finds-
Malraux, after all the years of consort with Sta-
linism, casting himself in the role of sympathizer

‘with Leon Trctsky at'a time when Malraux allies

hlmsclf with the center of French reaction. Mal-
Taux was at no time a Trotskyist sympathlzel
On the contrary, he was always an enemy, one
who lent himself to diverting public attention
from the real issues in the Moscow trials by
speaking of them as merely a personal guarrel
between Trotsky and Stalin. The act of Malraux
as de Gaulle’s Minister of Information in a coali-
tion - with. the Stalinists, in suppressing the
French. Trotskyist press, is itself the fitting com-
mentary on Malraux’s statement. Oncé more onhe
sees the miserable attempt to form an amalgam
between Trotskyismand fascism. |

The name of Victor Serge is used to lend cre-
dence to'the supposed Trotskyist support of de
Gaulle’s movemient. The break between Seérge and
Trotsky was complete and can be attested by
numerous quotations from published literature.

Try as Malraux and others will, they cannot

succeed in besmirching Trotsky and the move- °

ment he founded.
i ' Natalid Sedova _TROTSKY.
Coyoacan, Mexico, Feb, 26, 1948,
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Italy’s Commg Elechons

On April 18, mthm a month, the most crucial elec-
tion in Italy’s hlstory and a dec_lslve one in post-war
European elections, will take place. It is expected that
almost 25 million people out of the nation’s total pop-
ulation of 45 million will vote. LABOR ACTION will
be increasingly concerned with the signiﬁd'ance of this

election. Meanwhile, we wish to desciibe primarily the °

facts and issues already emstmg
The basi¢ issue, of course, is largely determined by

ihe world siruggle he}ween American and Russian im- -

perialism. In an even shdarper sense than last year's mu-
nicipal elections in France, which resulted in the startling
de Gaullist victery, people will be voting for "the Rus-
sian party" (Stalinists), or "the American party” (Chris-
tian Democrats). All other parties are expected to be

swamped by the two great political bloes now dividing

Ialy.

In the last genéral election (1946), the rightist bloc
had a total of 1 million more votes than the Stalinist
bloe—10 m:l‘llon as against 9 million combined Stalinist
and Socialist Party votes. The Stalinists alone-received
4,200,000 votes—a little more than 20 pe‘rcent of the
total.

Much has changed since then. The Sta]m:sts are ne -

longer in the Resistance-born government. The “Com-+
inform” has been created; a series of general strikes
and wild adventures has shaken Italy; the -Marshall
Plan is neating practical existence; Stalinism is driv-
mg' full speed ahead for power over Italy, and Amer-
ican imperialism is determined that it shall not lose
its strategic hold over the Mediterranean, North Africa
and the Near East through a conquest' of’ ratsxt.c,- power
by the Stalinists.

SOCIALIST PARTY SEVERELY SPLIT

‘Internally, the coalition government has Jong ceased
to exist and an entirely rightist Christian Demoeratic
government (with the exception of Saragat, extreme
right-wing Socialist) heads the country. It is entirely
dependent upon America and its future is committed
to the working out of the Marshall Plan. Ideologically,
the Vatican is its base and the Pope its chief election
propagandist, It is. waging a battle for the survival of
the Italian bourgeoisie,. landowning elass, the Church
and every social institution connected with status quo.
Its social and political program is entirely reactionary,
and its main appeal will be to the traditionaly Cathollc
and conservative women of the cuuntry

Meanwhile, one year ago, a sharp split took place

in the Socialist Party. between the two wings of Nenni
(leading pro-Stalinist of the SP) and Saragat (leading

Social Democrat of Italy). The. essentigl cause of this

split. was the extreme pro-Stalinism of Nenni,  who had
made out of the party nothing but a subsidiary of ‘the
Stalinist machine. The split last year: effectively pre-
vented the Socialist Party from developing into a centfer
"third force” similar to the Socialist. Party in France,
and is perhaps the major difference between the general
situation in I'Iuly and France. That section of the SP

which followed Nenni is now an elechrﬂl bloc with the .

Stalinists (known, of course, as the I‘I’apulur Front for
Peace, Bread, and Work"). It is’ cnmpleiely Stalinized
and Nenni, its leader, aspires fo the same role of serving
Stalinism in power as has been exercised by his fellow
Soclalists in Poland, Hungury and now Czechoslovakia.

" The split-off Socialist Party of Salagat, in the

_meantlme, has. had. a mpld -evolutions.and has finally

undergone a, new split in February of this year. Cre-
ated out of diverse elements who joined together (for
widely different reasons) against the..Stalinist Nenni,
it has failed to develop any cohesion or political unity.
Saragat, supported by Matteoti, has become a full-
fledged Social Democrat, a member of the Gasperi
government and a leading advoecate of the. Marshall
Plan. At its recent copvention this party (Socialist
Party of Italian kaers—PSLI) split into its Saragat
wing and its left wing, made up of the Socialist Youth
and others. A formal split took place, and the left wing
walked out, to form the “Socialist Movement of Prole-
tarian Unity,” with Sqcialist Unity as its newspaper.
The Saragat Socialist Party, with 50 members of Pay-
liament at present, will run mdependent candidates in
the electmns

YOUTH GROUP SUCTCUMBS TO ILDC

What of the new (the third) ‘Socialist Party, cre-.
ated by the Socialist Youth? There is little available
‘information about it, but what we do know (largely

‘based upon accounts published in The Militant) is far

from promising or hopeful. It originally split with the
pro-Stalinist Nenni on the grounds that the Stalinists

were nothing but reformists (at the time they partici-
pated in the coalition cabinet), who were holding back
Lhe Italian working class. The complete reversal of
talinist tactics, their pseudo-militancy, ete., has con-
fused the Socialist Youth who do not understand the
real nature of Stalinism. A large measure of respon-
sibility for this failure to understand Stalinism falls
upon ‘the shoulders of certain of the Fourth Interna-
tionalists in Europe who, yielding more and more to
Stalinism, ean explain nothing.

Thus we have the abselute tragic news that this newly-
founded socialist organization has decided 1o adhere %o
the Stalinist electoral "Popular Front for Peace, Bread
and Work"! It is reported that ‘they will not run their
own candidates, but evidently will vote for the bloc—
that is, the Stulinists! Politically, then, they meet with
their former enemy Nenni once more! A political cretin
named- Marcel Rogier writes in the current issue of The
Militant that the new party should differentiate itself po-
litically - from the Stalinist Front by "an energetic and pa-
fient campaign for expulsion from the Front of all individ-
ual capitalist elements, whose presence serves as an eter-
nal alibi to the Stalinist leadership for restraining the
fighting spirit of the masses."”

The familiar (and sickening) old tale! The Stalinist
‘bloe is ok, except a couple ‘of capitalists (we wonder
who?) in it. The Stalinists:must be prevented from—
taking power —no, capitulating to these capitalists!
They must be “made” to take power! In country after

- country we see this shameful surrender to. Stalinism

by political bankrupts who desecrate each idea and con-
ceptian of Trotsky. *

. From a revolutionary point of view, the I'tal:an sit-
‘nation offers conly dismal 'prospects. No independent
force—independent, that is, of both Russia and Amer-
ica—exists. The parties of the left are under Stalinist
domination—all other parties, including the Saragat -
Socialist Party, gravitate toward De Gasperi’s Cheris-
tian Democrats—that is, the Pope and American im-
perialism. Next week we shall discuss the various pos-
sible outcomes of the election.

Masaryk's Death

Jan Masaryk, who did more than his share in help-
ing the new Stalinist dictatorship mount to power in
Czechoslovakia, :allegedly tossed himself: out .of a win-
dow 'last week. His suicide is more than the personal
tragedy of this individual. Although the Stalinists were
quite capable of murdering him (or anyone else, for
that matter) it seems unlikely in this instance. The
adverse, publicity throughout the world has been felt
by the Gottwald gang, still somewhat shaky from their
rapid ascension to power, and, besides, they still had
some use for Masaryk as their Foreign Minister.

Masaryk, a family'symbol of the Czech demoeratie
republi¢, took his life because he knew that all he rep-
resented, personally, ideologically, politically and so-
cially, had come to ‘a definitive end. The Czech capitalist
bourgeoisie, former masters and rulers of the nation,
arée finished as a class. The social base—private prop-
erty and ownership of industry—is gone. Dead as a
social class, only individual capitalists .and capitalist
politicians of - Masaryk’s type can survive.. To survive,
they must become part of the new- administration—
managers of nationalized industries, functionaries of
the totalitarian state, hatchet men in the Czech Stalin-
ist party, ete. The old order is gone, replaced by the
brutal totalitarian -dictatorship of Stalinism; in turn
absorbed into the‘expanding empiieé 'of Stalin. Masaryk
knew this. Western imperialism was impotent to rescue
him. Having no stomach for a new exile, a new oppo-
sition, a .new struggle, he opened the window and
leaped.. The new struggle that will arise in Czechoslo-
vakia against the totalitarian state will not come from
the old, compromised liberal politicians (Masaryk,
Benes, ete.), but from the ranks of those Czech Trotzky-
ists who, unlike their fellow “Trotzkyists” in America
of the Socialist Workers Party, refuse to give Stalinism
their critical blessings (4s has the SWP for several
past weeks), the radical students who maxrched against
the Stalinists, the workers who recognize what this
new total state means, the intellectuals who under-
stand that socialism is much more than "nd’clonahzed
industry,” ete.

N. B. For those who wish to see the depths of
political ecapitulation of the SWP (Cannonites) to
Stalinism, we direct attention to the note on page 3
written by Paul G. Stevens in the current (March 15)
issue of The Militant. This note is allegedly in reply
to our critiecsm of The Milifant on this issue. No com-
ment is necessary—just read it!

Henry JUDD.
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The Permanenf Revoluhnn
: By Fgon Trotsky

New—Cloth—Complete Edition
Prl_ﬁied in India

$3.50 _Per Copy

Order From

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
'4. Court Sq. Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Prhe Progressive Book Club informs
us ‘that Dwight Macdonald’s boolk,
HENRY WALLACE — THE MAN
AND THE MYTH, reviewed in last
weék's LABOR ACTION, is a March
selection. As we said in our review,
every worker should acquaint himself
with Macdonald’s - book.

THE OTHER KINGDOM, by David
Rousset, is also on the Progressive
Book Club list and available through
membership in the PBC.

Henry Judd, in LABOR ACTION

of March 24, reviewing the original

French edition, wrote: .“Out of the
experience of Hitler's Gérmany, lived
through by hundreds of thousands of
slave laborers, has come a remarka-
ble book, L'Univers Concentratio-

| HENRY WALLACE

Man and Myth
' By DWIGHT MacDONALD.
' $250 '
Order your copy from

LABOR ACTION BOOK
SERVICE
4 Court Sq., L.C.C.1,N. Y.

Price includes postage

naire, written by a French Socialist.”
And Irving Howe, in The New In-
ternational, Sept. 1947, reviewing the
American edition, wrote:
“THE OTHER KINGDOM is a
brief, fragmentary record of ‘Rous-
‘set’s éxperiences and also a beginning
toward a sociological comprehension
of the concentration camp. It is an
utterly terrifying and horrible book,
even though it does not recount
‘nearly as many horrors as other rem-
iniscences of former conceéntration
camp inmates. It is rather uniquely
terrifying and horrible because it ex-
plains, because it does not merely see
the camps as irrational outbursts of
evil nature. When' the Nazi atrocities
are seen as patt of ‘a calculated policy
of German imperialism, they become
ultimate in terror. For then we see
them  as part of THIS world, as a
logical and necessary development of
the dxsmtegratmn of capitalist. soci-
ety.

'Wlthout hesitation. I want to say
that Rousset’s book is by all ‘odds the
very best that has been written on
the subject; it not merély shocks, it
informs. ., . . (It is absolutely indis-
pensable) to -anyone who ‘is: in any
way concerned with the problems ot
our time.”

' L]
OUR THREATENED VALUES, by
Victor Gollancz., Regnery. $2.50.
218 'pp.

A selection bf the Progressive Book

Club, this book is a political jeremiad

of an English ex-Stalinist who has
now developed a point.of view not
unlike that of Dwight Macdonald in
this country, though ‘without the lat-
ter's philosophizing,.

As a tract OF our times; Gollancz's
book has guite impressive spots: a
first-rate ‘dissection of Allied policy
in Germany, a useful exposé of the
shiffing attitude of the British Sta-
linists in accordance with Russian
needs, and other antizStalinist mate-
rials. Readers who -have. occasion to
search for materials on these matters
should find his bodk valuable.

As a tract FOR the {imes, the book
suffers from all the difficulties -of
Macdonald’s eall to absolute morality.
That is, it in no way indicatés how
absolute morahty can be related to
social practice, either to living in this
world or trying to change it; and so
it leaves one-with the conviction that
such a morality is more of a stance
than an opinion.

7 2 3 X .y
. CORRECTION: In last week’s ar-
ticle on the Wallace-Stalinist party,
a word (“pro-capitalist”) appeared in
the twentieth line from the bottom
that was not in the original copy. The
sentence should read: “Every worker
must be made to understand . this,
above all the worker who may yield
to the lure of the Wallace-Stalinist
party as a sign of his well-founded
opposition to the two bxg cap1tal1st
parties.”

MASARYK:.

" HIS SUICIDE MARKS.

‘THE END OF AROAD

By IRVING HOWE

mittedly a sad event, but the causes of that, sad-

ness are rather more complex than most news-

paper comments have been willing to notice.

Was it, however, suicide or murder? We have
no way of knowing, We can only say what is. ob-
vious on the basis of the entire history of Stalin-
ism: there is no reason to believe that it couldn't
have been a murder. After all, such specialists in
human enslavement and destruction as the Stalin-
ists would hardly hesitate to rub out this weak,
ineffectual liberal if there were any sign that he
was trying to. slip out of their grasp. They have
murdered many in the past and before we are
through with them, they will no doubt murder
many in the future,

Yet we would guess—and ‘that is all it is: a

guess—that in this case Masaryk took his own
vlife. If that is so, then the political implications
of his action afe extremely interesting. For one
thing, he who only yesterday was being scorned
by the American press as a coward and a traitor
who had sold out to Stalinism is now depicted
as a martyr to his country,

WAS HE A MARTYR?

But what does his martyrdom consist of? Did
he die trying to rally the people of Czechoslovakia
against tyranny? Did he die fighting in an under-
ground movement to free the Czechs? No; he died
:because he must have sensed the futihtv of his
course; he must have sensed that he had worked
}umself into a hopeless position in which he was
now completely the prisoner of the Stalinists. It

fact, the last public statement’ Masaryk made .

was one in support of the Stalinist coup. And it
was. the weakness, the political bankruptey of
Masaryk and his like that made possible the seem-
ingly constitutional rise to power of the Stalin-
ists. Masaryk played the same role with regards
to tle Stalinists as did Von Papen with regards
to Hitler.
without - heroism there is no genuine martV1-
‘dom, -

*Not all who die are martyrs. b

Perhaps, as seems only too likely, we shall
soon hear d:stlessmg news from Prague about
the Stalinist ¥egime’s persecution of Czech Trot-
skyists. If a Czech Trotskyist or a Czech socialist

were to be murdered there would be an instance

of genuine martyrdom These people would be
dying for something.

You may wonder why this emphasis on mar-
tyrdom. What’s the difference if Masaryk was a
martyr or not? Insofar as Masaryk personally
- is concerned, it matters very little. But politically
it matters a great deal,

- S —— e ————
For Mascryk's suicide was no{' ‘merely a per-
sona) det; it- was a political event, both" directly

dnd symbolically. Masaryk's act was the end of the

road of bourgeois liberal polities.
Masaryk committed suicide when his political

role seemed hopeless. He had been utilized by the .

Stalinists; he had no mass following in Czecho-
slovakia ‘among “éither pro-01 anti-Stalinists; he
.was at a dead end.

WEAK AND PLIANT FOOLS

Suppose Masaryk had felt it was possible for
him to rally masses of Czechs against Stalinist
tyranny? Would he then have committed suicide?
We cannot say; of course, but it seems unlikely.
It seems; rather, that he would ‘have found’ sus-
tenance in this mass support, a basis on which
to manage somehow to oppose the Stalinists.

But'that is the whole point: bourgeois liber-
alism simply cannot compete against Stalinism in
Europe. It can offer onty words about democracy.
Now the democratic. rights that ‘such people as
Masaryk talk about are very precwus to us. But
precisely because they are precious we must rec-
ognize Masaryk’s helplessness in defending them
from Stalinist attack. The Stalinists speak in the
name of something new, something that seems to
the masses anti-capitalism (and whatever elge,
their experience in Emope convinces them that
capitalism, the old order, is helpless and hopeless)
as well ag in-the name uf somethmg that seems to
smack of socialism.

Bourgeois liberalism, whether represented by
someone as weak as Masaryk or someone stronger
in personal traits, is helpless before Stalinism.
And for those bourgeois liberals who try to co-
operate with the Stalinists, the political end is the
one which became Masaryk’s -personal end: sui-
cide, extinection. | ’

Bourgéois liberalism has had a remarkable his-
tory. Once proud and defiant, it stood at,the head
of the great revolutions of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies, sweeping aside the crowns of kings, but
already beginning to feel a bit uneasy about its
brawhy proletarian partner that jostled it in the
battle while demanding a. fairer share of the vic-
tory. Today liberalism is a weak and pliant, toel,
no matter how ¢ e stricken, of . one or
ancther of the ruling imperialist powers of the
world. Its rhetoric is stale, its hopes illusory, its
program antiquated.

Precisely because liberalism in general is best
‘characterized by the act of Masaryk, is it all the
more necessary for socialism to make its own, its
precious unambiguous possession, those str ands of
belief of once vital liberalism that remain impor-
tant for our day: its emphasis on demoeratic
rights, on human individuality and human diver-
sity. What they talked about we must make real,

‘Buy ALL Your Books Through

Labor Action Book Service
4 Court Square ]
long Island City 1, N. Y.

" We can obtain all books from ‘all pub-
lishers that are in’ print for readers of
LABOR "ACTION, o

]

The Book Servnce carries all available
works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky!
We have been able on oceasion to -obtain:
books that are out of print. For example,
books by Luxemburg, Mehring, Bernstein,
Froelich, Leibknecht and The History of
the Russmn Revolution by Trotsky, ete.

Send us your inquiry and we will send

‘you prices . and keep you informed about
their availability.

There is no heroism in either, and
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congressmen Puss Buck on Demands for Housmg Leglslahon

LABOR

Veterans Get Runaround at Housmg Conference

WASHINGTON, D. C.— At the first
National Veterans Housing Confer-
ence held here on February 29-March
1, approximately 1600 delegates and
observers representing all the major
veterans organizations in the coun-
iry heard a score of Congressional
speakeys pass the buck for Congress'
lack of action on the nation's major
domestic problem—housing.

Senator Taft, a key speaker at tire
conference and originator of the Taft-
Ellender-Wagner housing bill, said he
had been trying for three long years
to get his long-range, minimum hous-
ing bill through Congress. Of course,
Taft had no answer when a delegate
asked the Senator: “How come an in-
fluential Republican like you can
swing such little weight in the party
in favor of a housing bill after three
years of ‘fighting’ —and it's mighty
strange that the Senator had such lit-
tle trouble getting his OTHER bill
through Congress!”

. The conference had been called by
a steering committee consisting of
prominent members of each major
veterans' group and had been official-
1y endorsed by AVC, VFW, Catholic
and Jewish War Veterans, the DAV
and Amvets. Only the American Le-
gion did not join in an official ca-
pacity, but sent observers. The
strength of the real estate interests
in ‘the policy-making bodies of the
Legion was undoubtedly a factor in
its lack of official endorsement. Many

dissident Legion posts sent represent- ’

atives, however. The great bulk of
delegates came from chapters of the
American Veterans Committee, which
without a doubt remains the most
active, articulate and socially-con-
sciqus of the veterans' groups in the
country today.

“NO .PLACE LIKE HOME!

Unfortunately, the conference con-
fined its three sessions to speeches,
resolutions and visits to Congressmen.
A proposal from the New York AVC
delegation to hold a military parade
around the Capitol Building was
dropped after VFW members pro-
tested that they wouldn’t participate
in any such “un-American actions.”
It should be noted that the rank and
file of the veterans' groups, with the
exception of AVC, was noticeably ab-
sent, the organizations being repre-
sented by post commanders, district
commanders, etc,

Under the giant banner reading
“There's No Place Like Home . . . if
you can find one!™ a-score of politi-
cians representing the Republican,
Democratic and Wallace parties spoke
with varying degree of militancy on
the “great fight for veterans’ hous-,
ing.” Very little that was not already
known was said, and as the delegates
grew restless under ‘the barrage of
pre-election verbiage, the chairman
of the conference, Representative Ja-
vits, : announced that the time for
ACTION had finally come, This “ac-
tion” consisted in dividing up the

delegatlons into state groups and
congressional districts prior to visting
the legislators. The aim of these vis-
its was to get the representatives to
sign a petition that had beéh resting’
on the Finance ICammittee's desk for
the past three years.and which need-
ed 218 signatures to put the TEW bill
in the House for a vote.

The visits, with a few mlnor and
expected: exceptions, were uniformly
unsuccessful. Most: of. the Congress-
men either wouldn’t commit them-
selves or were “out of town.” Those
who received the delegations told the
veterans: “Keep your shirts on, boys;
we'll give you a housing bill” . . .
“That Taft bill is socialistic . . . and
Taft’s tainted, too!” . . . “Even if we
sign that petition, we’ll only rémove
.our names next week when you men
leave Washington!” and then the gen-
eral chorus: “Sure, we're for vets’
housing, buat that Taft bill has some
controversial- measures that have to
be looked into.”

The “controversial” measures that
the good Congressmen were referring
to consist of a single clause in the
TEW bill providing for government
financing of low-cost housing projects
on a small scale. As Taft himself told
th& conference: “The bill provides for
90 per cent of the nation's housing
to be provided for by free enterprise
and only 10 per cent by government
financing.” And it is this insignificant
provision that would not even begin
‘to solve the crigis in housing that is

i

used by Congress to preven‘t passage
of ANY housing legislation. whatso-
ever.

To the dlsmay of most of ‘the dele-
gates who had been called primarily
for the purpose of getting Congress
to pass the TEW bill, Senator McCar-
thy of Wisconsin informed the gath-
ering ' that there ‘Wwas no - passibility
of Congress passing the TEW bill in
its present form and that the cenfer-
ence had better approve kis own
“compromise” bill. This “comm‘omlse"
consisted’ in removing the PUBLIC
HOUSING PROVISION FROM THE
TEW BILL and increasing tlie gov-

_ernmental bribes to thé real estate

interests for the construction of ANY
housing whatsoever. It is to the
credit of the conference that thve dele-
gates rejected this spurious compro-
mise. Instead, they called uporz Con-
gress to “adopt immediately .a na-
tional housing policy and program to
provide within ten years for Ameri-
can familjes generally a decent place
in which to live”” A resolution calling
for the continudnce of rent control
was also adopted.

Most delegates felt the conference
was a dismal failure. But that was
only because they mistakenly -comsid-
ered the present Congress to be com-
posed of 'I‘HEIR representatives, and
that they would react to their de-
mand in a satisfactory’ ma.nner. It
will not _be a total failure if it has
succeeded 'in edueatlng hundreds of
veterans in the ABC of cap:la!lst

politiecs—that Congress does not'aet
in favor of the masses of people un-
less it is COMPELLED to. -

A permanent organization of the
National Veterans Housing -Confer-
ence was created at the final session.
The leadershlp was not elected by the
rank and file delegates but will prob-
ably’ consist of- the same group of
“liBeral” congressmen. What must be
made clear to this leadership is that
the call for the next National Veter-
ans Conference should attempt to
bring out the rank and filg member-
ship of every chapter and post in the
country. These rank and file dele-
gates, together with significant sec-
tions of the labor movement, K which
should be asked to participate in a
joint demonstration, should put forth
as their program two demands for an
immediate solution to the housing
crisis:

The immediate ereetion of 25,000,000
low-cost housing units.

A $250 billion five-year low-cost
housing and slum clearance program
to provide decent housing for all.

Under these demands, and with the
support of the labor movement, the
second National Veterans * Housing
Conference could, with a “militant
demonstration and march on the na-
tion’s capital, pick up where the first
conference failed, and perhaps lay
the groundwork for a national hous-
ing program to suit the needs of the
majority ef the population.

Parf lofa Series on the Problems and Allgnmenfs in the URW

By GEORGE WHITNEY

AKRON—As with many of the other
maJor international unions (for ex-
ample, the United Automobile Work-
ers and the National Maritime Union)
the United Rubber. Workers (CIO)
today. finds itself faced with a grow-
ing struggle within the “international
over who shall dominate it—the pro-
gressives or the conservative right-
wingers. As an inseparable part of
the struggle there arises the ques-
tion of Stalinism.

Unlike the situation in the UAW,
where the progressive wing of the in-
ternational was in opposition to and

" defeated the Stalinist influence, the
situation in the URW is not at all so
clear ‘and weéll defined. There are in
the URW today two coalitiomrs, actu-
ally composed of four groups. On the
one hand there is the Buckmaster
leadership bolstered by the Watson
caucus, while on the other is the Bass
caucus allied in one fashion or an-
other with the Stalinists.

The Watson caucus (I. H. Watson,
president of Firestone Local 7 of the
URW) was originally a part of the
Bass group. A division in the ranks
of this united group began to form
following the 1946 San Francisco con-
“vention of the URW. This division,
according to leading members of the
Watson  caucus, occurred over the
question of supporting Buckmaster's
demand for a two dollar a month in-
crease in dues. According to the Wat-
sonites, Bass and the Goodrich dele-
gates had pledged themselves in cau-
cus meetings of the united Bass-Wat-

son group to fight against this in-

crease. Then when the ‘question arose

* .0h the floor, Bass is reported to have
supported Buckmaster's demand with
.an explanation that he had done a
lot of thinking in the preceding two
hours.

This coincides substantially with
the version given by several members
.of the Bass caucus immediately fol-
lowing the 1946 convention. What-
ever the details. were, the fact re-
mains that Watson .and Bass were
in disagreement when the vote was
taken and the majority of the Good-
rich delegation, under the leadership
of -Gideon Lowe, recording secretary,
‘opposed Bass and aligned themselves

with Watson and the Firestone dele-,

gation to successfully defeat the is-
sue, The actual record shows that
the Goodrich delegation was split, 13
against Buckmaster s proposal and 11
for it.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE
‘OF CP AND BUCKMASTER

Prior to that time the Bass-Watson
group had been a powerful, if some-
what amorphous, force in the inter-
national. It had been anti-Buckmas-

ter and, for the most part, anti-Sta--

linist or Communist Party. During
that same period the conservative
right-wing Buckmaster had not found
it at all discomforting to cohabitate
with the Stalinists in the interna-
tional leadership.

The Stalinists, in turn, had never
found it too objectionable to live with
Buckmaster’s reactionary politics and -
policies. During the war their line
in the union movement corresponded
with that of all the reactionaries®
and class. collaborationists.. Where
Buckmaster and his predecessor, Dal-
rymple, were for speed-up and all-
-out effort, the Stalinists were also
for speed-up and an all-out effort
bécause that would allow for maxi-
mum lend-lease to Russia and for the
earliest possible military assistance
from the United States. When Dal-
rymple expelled workers for striking
during the war, the Stalinists were
behind him 100 per cent and they

rallied magnificently to his defense
at the nmext convention of the URW.
They were against strikes that might
interfere with the “all-out effort” and
- thereby interfere with the aid that
might be given Stalin. Where Buck-
master, . Dalrymple and their camp
followers were patriots, the Stalinists
were super-patriots, g

The Stalinists-are, and always have
been, capable of literally anything
so long as it is in the interests of the
Stalinist bureaucracy. The welfare of
the international working class means
absolutely nothing to them except as
‘a pawn in Stalin's game. Thus-the
Stalinist diplomat, Molotov, demon-
strated the compassion’ of the Stalin-
ists.-.everywhere..for .ibhe. German
workers—oppressed, enslaved and im-
prisoned in Hitler's concentration
camps—when he blandly stated -dur-
ing the, period of the Stalin-Hitler
Pact that fascism was “a matter of
taste.” To the Stalinists the welfare
of Stalin and his co-butchers. meant
everything; the welfare of ‘the Ger-
fan working \class, suffering under
fascism, nothing. And so
throughout the entire war in this
country also. The welfare of  the
American working class meant noth-
ing to the Stalinists of the Commynist
Party; the interests of the Russian
slave ‘state, everything.

Those who followed the Stalinist
line in the URW, Harry Eagle, or-
ganizational director; H. R. “Whitey”
Loyd, international vice - president;
Charles Lanning, international secre-
tary-treasurer, ete., enjoyed a‘ love
fest with the reactionaries Buckmas-
ter, Dalrymple, Joe Childs of Gen“
eral Tire Local, John Saylor, former
president of Goodrich Local 5 and
former member ‘of the International
Executive Board, etc. (We want it
understood that we are calling no-one
a member of the Communist Party.
We don’t know which ones are: and
which ones are not Stalinists. We do
know, however, and so does anyone
who cares to know, who those¢ are
who have represented the Stalinist
line.).

On the one hand, the Stalinists sold
out the membership of the URW for
the welfare of the meost brutal -anti-
working class government in history,
Stalinist Russia, and .on the other

hand, Buckmaster and his associates

sold them out because they are by
nature class collaborationists who
seldom flinch when asked to sell ont
the working class to the boss class,
unless of course it actually means the
destruction or subsiantial weakening
of the union movement. They won't
willingly accede to that becduse their
jobs and their position in society de-
pend upon the union' movement, with-
out which they would sink back into
the oblivion they merit. The Buck-
master type of labor leader was once
aptly described by a now deceased

socialist as “labor lieutenants of _cap-

italism.”

The wedge in this happy relatlon-
ship came with the enactment of the
Taft-Hartley bill. The question of the
bill, coupled with the red-baiting hys-
teria whipped up by the House Un-
American Activities Committee, made
it necessary in the interests of self-
preservation for Moscow to., decide
that the American Communist Party
would oppose compliance. Conse-
quently that was the line of the Com-
munist Party throughout the Amer-
ican union movement. They opposed
.the signing of the affidavits.. - . -

Buckmaster, the class collabora-.
tionist, was facilitated in the choice
of a position by twe factors. First,
there was the attitude of Philip Mur-
ray which, though publicly ambigu-
ous, was, nonetheless, ‘for expulsion

it was.

of the CP from all positions of in-

fluence in the CIO. Secondly, and by

far the most important, there was
the pressure of the State Department
engaged in running down Stalinists
as a part of the “cold war” with Sta-
lin. It is not strange, therefore, that
Buckmaster felt no great inclination
or obligation to protect those of his
former bed-fellows and associates in
the.international leadership who were
Stalinists or Stalinist sympathizers.
This formed the basis for the split
between Buckmaster and the CPers.
The CP. thereupon began casting
about for a.  realignment of forces
that would see them through the lean
times. They were pleasanﬂy sur-
prised to find the necessary realign-
ment, for .the moment at least, with
the powerful Bass group. We will
.discuss this in more detail later, '

1 Up until a few months before the
1847 convention of the URW, a sem-
blance of unity had been maintained
between the Bass and Watson groups.
The convention  itself provided the
final basis for the demonstratiye
break. The Watson group, along with
‘the rest of the united Bass-Watson
forees, had always been anti-Stalin-
ist and anti-Buckmaster. Watson de-
termined to oppose the Stalinists.at
all costs. This, along with the alliance
between the Bass group and the CP,
served finally to block the road to
réuniting the Bass- Watson forces.
Given no ptrogram, Watson went
overboard in his opposition and soon
found himself in the company of the
. very people he had been fighting for
years, namely Buckmaster and his
supporters. So the convention saw
two new forces fighting each other.
A new group of Buckmaster-Watson
against a new . }Sass Eagle - Stalinist
group.

WATSON’S GIFTS "~ ™
TO BOTH SIDES

" Watson felled to dlstlngmsh him-
self from Buckmaster and the reac-
tionaries on any major issue. He has
always maintained that he has ng

. sympathy for -Buckmaster or his un-
ion politics. Based, however, on an
anti-Stalinist attitude, with no real
understanding of what the Stalinists
represent and no understanding .of
what Buckmaster represents and with
no program to maintain stability, he
and his group ended by playing a role
side by side with Buckmaster, Joe
Saylor and a generous representation
of the extreme right wing reaction-
aries. In discussions, some of the
most active members of the Watson
caucus, including Watson himself,
maintain that they found this close
association distasteful. They - justify
it, however, on the proposition that
it- is sometimes necessary to form
blocs with the most reactionary forces
to win a point. But when this i§ done
there must be a progressive program

which one fights for inside the bloe. _

It might be remarked parentheti-
cally that, in any:event, no blaec was
necessary to win any of the.points
that the Watson - Buckmaster group
won at the last convention. Had Wat-'
son and the other people in his caucus
understpod the CP and Buckmaster
and if they had had a program to
stand on, they could have opposed
the CP on a progressive basis where
it was necessary without identifying
themselves with Buckmaster. This
type of conduct would not only have
distinguished them from the reac-

--;tmnaries. but it would have netted
-precisely the same results on all anti-

Stalinist questions because Buckmas-
ter and his supporters would neces-
sarily have voted the same way, Wat-
son or no Watson. So any final reck-
oning must show that the only peo-

The Sttuahon in the Rubber Workers Union

ple to gain from this grouping were
Buckmaster and the reactionaries.

In this "latter respect, there is a
striking :parallel between the Watson
and the Béass caucuses. Bass, in es-
sence, did“the same thing as Watson.
He aligned himself with a group of
reactionaries (the - Stalinists) who
would have voted exactly the same
whether B”ass was with them ‘or not.
Bast 'félt"that he had sufficient and
good reas6hs for ahgnmg himselt
with Eagle; Loyd and 'the Stalinists.
He proceeded fromi the fact that the
convention records of recent years
show where the Bass forces were
lined up each time against Eagle and
Loyd and’that each time they were
defeated.

It is nédéssary to understand, how-
ever, that this ‘was due to two fac-
tors. Fxrst and ‘foremost, Eagle and
Loyd, by Wrirtue of their positions,
could eolﬁtrol international repre-
sentatives’ whose jobs depended on
remammg in the good graces of these
two men. Even a mediocre Stalinist,
given hls’educatwn in the school of
buréaucraéy,” knows .how to utilize
that' powér, how to place men in
strategic “Pbsitions that will build up
Stalinist machine influence in the
field and how to gather a sizable bloc
of voies” m union money and time.
Secondly, Eagle and Loyd had been
in a coalition with all the reactionary
forces of the international and it was
precisely- that combination which
gave them sufficient strength to block

the. progressives for a number of’

years. «

‘The prgbj_qm then for Bass and his
supportersiwas always one of how to
break the coalition between the siza-
ble group of reactionaries of the capi-

talist brand, represented. by Buck-.

master, from the group of reaction-
aries of the Stalinist brand, repre-
sented ;by Loyd, Eagle, etc., “and “to
break the mechanical hold (not based
‘on program) ' which , the Stalinists
managed to keep over various sec-
tions of '{he international ~through
controlled representatives. The solu-
tion to this problem was the key to
victory fo the progressives. .
But as fate would have it they were
not requlred to force any wedge be-
tween the two reactionary groups.
Events dxd that as-we have already
outlined. Here then was the opportu-
nity for the progressives to step in
and constjtuté the decisive force. The’
CP had lost its alliance with the
right wing bureaucrats and were in
serious ‘danger of losing their ma-
chine hold .which they enjoyed by
virtue of_ their ‘hierarchical control.
This was :the perfect spot for the
.Bass forces to take a strong progres-
sive stand. They could have opposed
the signing of the affidavits while at
the same time differentiating them-
selves from the Stalinists. On this
issue the Stalinists would have been

forced to vote with them whether -

they liked it or not, and in addition
there can be’ llttle doubt that much
of the anti-Stalinist sentiment that
was subsequently forced into the
Watson-Buckmaster camp would have
found its way to the Bass caucus.

On the general opposition to Buck-
master, the Stalinists would have ei-
ther supported Bass because he is
not a red baiter and is against the
affidavits or, what is less probable,
they would have Tun their éwn can-
didates. Those two choices constitu‘-
ed the sole alternatives of, the CP. In
either event the Bass forces would
have had the adherence ‘of large sec-
tions of the Watson support. We are
not speaking here of the support that
has traditionally been with Watson
no matter what. We mean that sup-
port which was funneéled into the
Buckmaster - Watson camp because
they felt that the most important is-
sue of the convention was to oppose
the CP. Bass would have gotten much
of their support, first, because he
would have been a progressive anti-
Stalinist and, secondly, because he
would have been progressively anti-
Buckmaster. In addition to'that, the
combined force of Buckmaster and
the Stalinists was already broken and
it was really this combination of
forces that had in.the past always
beaten the progressives. ;

(Next Week: Role of the Socialist
_ Workers Party)

*Buckmaster falls into this cate-
gory along with almost the entire
Jlabor bureaucracy bhecause he keeps
the labor movement within the
bBounds of what he and the capitalists
feel is “‘decent unionism.” During the
war he subordinated the interests of
the workers to that of the war to
maintain and expand the capitalist
state. When the Taft-Hartley bill was
.being bandied about in Congress and
an overwhelming section of the rank
and file labor movement were for a
one-day protest strike, the conserva-
tive bureaucracy refused to organize
-one.

' When we speak of progressives we
mean those who are for progressing
to a higher stage in the development
of the labor movement. Today that
manifests itself in the demand for the
formation of a genuinely independent
Labor Pariy, separate and apart from
the Trumans, Wallaces and Tafts, 1t
manifests itself in the demand for a
cost-of-living bonus, foy the opening
of the books of big corporations who
c¢laim they can’'t meet the demands of
labor. It manifests itself inside the
union movement in the demand for
the utmost democracy, as the force
against red baiting, by which we
mean the attempt ‘to arouse preju-
dices bred into us by the capitalist
system against socialists rather than
arguing the merits of the various
points for which they atand. i

It should also be noted that in a
caucus not everyone conforms to the
over-all - pattérn. Thus in Buckmaster
forces there are some progressive
people and in Bass' forces there are
some potentially very reactionary
people completely aside from the re-
actionary Communist Party.
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BUFFALO — Our Buffalo delega-
tion had just adjourned from the
second session of the WNational
Veterans Housing Conference and
we were on our way to pay our
Congressman a visit to determine
whether or not he favored the
TEW (Taft - Ellender - Wagner)
Housing Bill. Through a maze of
corridors and past hundreds of
congressional offices, we finally lo-
ecated the office of Representative
Andrews of New York, our first
target.

ANDREWS NO TIME WASTER

. We were politely greeted' by
several secretaries 'and ushered
into the Congresxman s plush office,
where we were pleasantly wel-
comed and told that he had been .
waiting for us. After a few pre-

resentative as to where we lived,
what branch of service we Wweére
in, etc., our spokesman asked the
. Representative just what his stand
on the TEW Bill was. “Well, you
see, I've been kind. of busy lately.”
Mr. Andrews is head of the House
'Committee on Armed Forces, and
co-sponsor of the UMT bill.

QOur spokesman continued: “Sir,
the TEW bill has been pigeon-
‘ holed in committee for the past
three years. Surely, you have had
some time in that period to make
an investigalion.” The Congress-
man politely, but firmly, interrupt-
ed: “Look here, men, I'll be honest
with you. I'm all for vets’' housing,
but we won’t give you this bill
Even if we signed that petition
to get the bill on the floor of the
House, as.you request, we'd only
remove our names after you leave!
So you can see—YOU'RE WAST-
ING YOUR TIME!”

“What's your objection to the
TEW bill?” we asked.

“Well, it's impractical,” was the
reply.

“Why is it impr. tical?”

“Becauzn it's no good,” . con-
cluded the head -of the Armed
Foreces Committee. It was at this
point that the delegation decided
to call it a day and look for a more
favorable response from the next
Represéntative.

‘But we were in for another sur-

!

Buffalo Vet Calls On
His Congressman, And...

' 've never seen @ny one of you be-

liminary questions from the Rep-

BUTLER W/.NTS NO THREATS

prise. Where the first Congressman
was at least civil, Representative
Butler appeared extremely an- "
noyed that we had caught him “in
the office. We found him sitting
on a desk, feet dangling, engaged
Jin’lively banter with two attrac-
tive secretaries.

; “What do YOU want?” he chal-q.
lenged as we softly knocked on
the door, After we had entered -
and explained that we were veter-
ans’ representativés who had come
down frem Buffalo to see why ho
housing bill' had yet been passed
by our representatives, he turned
to us and sneered, “Hmph. You
don’t look like Buffalonians to me!

fore.” The temptation of passing
the remark that we had bettér
change our residence if the worthy

Representative embodied the char-,
acteristics of .the typical Buffalo-

nian, was dismissed. “Let's see
your charter,” he continued. He

remained seated on the desk dur-

ing the interview and at one point

turned on: one of the delegates
who had just explained that the T
veteran®@were getting tired of be-
ing pushed around and wanted a
housing bill—“Don't you threaten
me! I made a living before I came -
to Congress, and I can do it again -
if I have to!” )

This sentiment was relteratecl
several timeés during the interview
and it was generally felt by the
delegation that the Congressman
ought to be given the opportunity
to make his living once again.
After a while he promised, to sign
the petition on one condition—that = |.
we were not te tell the press that
he would! We telephoned the other -
Congressman, who: informed us
that he had already signed the pe-
tition:. The next day the press said
that he had not yet signed it, but
would if “he saw the bill had no
chance of coming out of commit-
tee.”

This series of interviews was
* fairly typical of the reactions of
most of the delegations. We. carhe
home from Washington with the
feeling that maybe the Congress- '
men had never been in the army
at all, but they sure knew the old
_army game! i

- DISGUSTED VET.

Drought, Monop_e’ies Produce
Calif. Electric Power Crisis

By WILLIAM BARTON

SAN FRANCISCO, Mar. 13—A seri-
ous shortage of rainfall and the stran-
glehold of capitalist monopolies have
combined to produce an electric pow-
er crisis in the state of California.
Electric clocks have begun to ron
down. Daylight saving time has been
ordered to save a possible one hour of
electric light. Streets are -“browned
out,” bringing back wartime memo-
ries. Workers are being laid off by
the thousands as industries are forced
to close and new ones to postpone
opening. Street cars are missing
stops. A flat “across-the-board” 20 per
cent cut in power transmission for all
users is the final effect. .

Much of this is obviously a result
of the unexpected drought. The sup-
ply of water in the hydroeleciric
plants of the Pacific Gas & Electric
Company is less than four-fifths of
normal. But the failure to plan and
expand facililies adequately is recog-
nized as the most important reason.
The prime contributor to this defi-
ciency is the PG&E, one of the indus-
trial giants of Northern California.
Despite all the ballyhoo about the
coming Central Valley Authority, lit-
tle noticeable development has yet
taken place and the hand of PG&E
is seen in most of the sabotaging ef-
forts.

Its attitude was perfectly expressed
by President James B. Black at a
Congressional hearing two years ago.
Speaking about the possibilities of
electric power shortages, he declared
“there is none now, there has been
none, and there will be none in the
‘future.” A year later the company
stated that it had enough water in its
hydro-electric plants to take care of
“the worst drought year.”

FEARS PUBLIC POWER .

The mammoth public utility outfit
openly, fears public power above all
things. Controlling most of the trans-
mission lines in the.northern and cen-
parts of the states, it is even prevent-
ing the use of power: generated by
publicly-owned dams from reaching
municipalities, particularly those that
operate their own electricity-distri-
bution systems. In Southern Califor-
nia, where there are private rivals
and where’ municipal ownership is
much greater, the power curtailment
has not been as severe, despite the
fact that this section is at least equal-
ly drought-stricken.

The key to easing the difficulties is,
at the moment, the giant Shasta Dam,
run by the Federal Bureau of Recla-
mation. The Bureau has offered -to
sell PG&E additional power from the
dam, with the proviso that the com-
pany in turn sell tp municipalities
and other users on a basis of “equit-
able exchange” with"previous agree-
ment as to prices, conditions. The

untility magnates have insisted upon
the right to continue to dispose of
their transmitted power as they see
fit. Since it has most of the transmis-
sion lines, this amounts to blackmail
over the daily lives of much of the
state,

' Hearings on the gquestion have been

held all week before the State Public

Utilities, Commisgion. Governor War-
ren, a leading Presidential aspirant,
has contributed the profound hope
that something be done soon. In-
volved is not only the current situa-
tion but the distribution of an ex-
pected 40000 75,000 additional kilo-
watts at Shasta Dam, begmmng on
April 15.

HOLD PG&E RESPONSIBLE

The hearings have presented the
fantastic spectacle of the California
Manufacturers Association and' labor
and consumer representatives agree-
ing that over-all direction of electric
power must be in the hands of;a pub-
lic agency. The ability of the PG&E
to combat this array reveals its eco-
nomic and political might.

The clearest statement was made by
AFL Representative Barney Mayes,
who broughi the organization’s offi-
cial declaration’ that “we object to
leaving th'e‘respe_nsibillty for seeing
us through this. crisis in the hands of
the very private utihty that s re-
sponsible more than any other agen-
cy for our troubles.” He further de-
clared: “There are other remedies be-
sides praying for rain.” Bjorne Hall-
ing, CIO representative, appropriate-
ly named the crisis a “PG&E depres-
sion.” The CIO Longshoremen’s Un-
ion further stated. that it was ready
for a “demnnstrative picket line”
around PG&E establlshmems if .any
of its workers were laid off as a re-
sult o! the ,shortage.

Desplte two -‘days .of rain," there
seems to be no immediate prospect of
abatement. Grandiose -plans 'foi hy-.
droelectric projects are strictly for
the future. Meanwhile"PG&E contin-
use its stranglehold and wrecks eco-
nomic life, to the extent that even
large sections of the capitalist ‘class’
want something' done about it.

The utility empire knows expansion
will mean more public power and the
diminishing of its centrol Even capi-
talist administrators know this is -go-
ing too far and want to do something
about it, but they have as yet done

little except hand out Central Valley

press .releases.

By and large, California - capltal
needs its own TVA to maintain its
gains of the last few years, Whether
it will be able to overcome the deter-
mined opposxtmn of some of its ele-
ments and begin to answer the pop-
ular demands for more and cheaper
power is, at present, problematical.
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