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'LABOR PARTY TIME IS Now!

By KEN HILLYER

CHICAGO, Mar. 8—The International
Executive Board of the United Auto-
mobile Workers, CIO, closed its quar-
terly meeting. in Chicago on March 5
leaving much to he asked from a
union that has gained the reputation
of being the most progressive in the
country.

Faced with the economic,and po-
litical problemsiof tHe workers in the
shop, the Board ran through the re-
ports of the General Motors ‘and
Chrysler negotiations and aWaited
further developments after negotia-
tions begin gt GMA:IQ. determine a
course of action.

The political problem was handled
deftly ‘but shamefully. Confronted
with the Wallace question and the
lack of enthusiasm in the ranks for
a policy of rewarding friends and
punishing enemies, the Board came
out with a resolution for a new party
based upon workers, farmers, small
business men and professionals—AF-
TER THE 1948 ELECTIONS!

The resolution is an attempt to pa-
cify all those workers who are fed
up with supporting the Democratic
Party by.telling them that this is the

" Jast time. Just ene mote chance, €tc.,

ete. It is a means of clearing the way
to endorse Truman and other Demo-
eratic candidates as ‘lesser evils” in
November of this year.

MANY CONTRADIG_TIOINS )
The resolution has many contradic-
tory paragraphs: “The lack of a gen-
uiné independent political party com-
mitted to the interests of the major-
ity of the people encourages such
‘Ay-by-night' misleading political

' movements such as this manipulation

[Wallacel, as well as exposes labor
to the self-defeating course of sup-
porting false friends in order to pre-
vent the election of declared ene-
mies.” In contradiction to this is the
resolution to back PAC and its can-
didates in order to defeat the reac-
tionaries in Congress.

The resolution characterizes the
Wallace movement as a “CP maneu-
ver designed to advance the foreign
policy interests of the Soviet Union
at the expense of democracy and
freédom throughout the world.,” It
points out that it does not have the
support of organized labor, the basic
philosophy, etc. But it uses the reac-
tionary_ argument._that. this. “third
party” will aid and abet the re-elec-
tion of those Congressmen who voted
for the T-H law.

Later, the resolution says that the
Wallace movement is “an obstacle in
the way of establishment of a suc-
cessful and genuine progressive polit-
ical party in the U. 8.” From this
paragraph it proceeds to lay down
the principles of the new party.

It shall:

1. Welcome évery grpup committed
to winning economic security with-
out surrendering fundamental free-
doms,

2. Stand for civil rights and against
discrimination.

3. Hold human rlthts above proper-
ty rights,

Hit Wallace Line at UE District Meeting

Political Issues
Skirted Deftly
By UAW Boar

-

4, Be a popular movement built
from grass roots upward.

Then it declares itself in favor of
working with all labor and the pro-
gressive non-labor organizations. Fi-
nally, it authorizes the Educational
Department to implement the resolu-
tion, “looking forward to the time
when its practical implementation is
possible.”,

Although the resolution is a neat
evasion of responsibility for 1948, it
offers the Labor Party advocates in
UAW 'the opportunity fo continue to
push for independent political action
NOW. It further puts the Board on

(Continued on page 2)
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ISSUES OF THE DAY
AND LABOR ACTION

In the last two issues of LABOR
ACTION we featured the develop-
ments in Europe, notably in Czecho-
slovakia. It was our intention to em-
phasize the latter again this week.

There i much in the international
situation that should be covered in
this issue of LABOR ACTION—elec-
tions in Italy, the reported suicide of
Jan Masaryk, for example, etc. How-
ever, we feel that the political situa-
tion in the United States, which is
vitally related with the situation in
Eurcpe, the duplicity of the labor
leaders, the danger of the Wallace-
Stalinist movement and so forth, are
so urgent as to demand that we de-
vote the greatest part of this issue
to domestic issues. We cannof cover
everything that ought to be discussed
in a four-page LABOR ACTION. We
therefore advise our readers to fol-
low LABOR ACTION week to week
for the best there is in analysis of the
domestic and international scene.
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Local Auto Union Votes
Show Militants on the Alert

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT—The conclusion of a series
of important local union elections in
the United Auto Workers-CIO in this
area revealed that there were no sig-

-nificant-¢hanges-in"the factional-sit-

ustion in this union.

Pro-Reuther forces won elections in
key local unions which are usualiy
considered weathervanes of the po-
litical temper and trends in the UAW.
In Local 155, long a Stalinist strong-
hold, the Reuther forces succeeded
in ousting John  Anderson, leading
Stalinist unionist, from his post as
president. Last year Anderson sur-
vived a pro-Reuther victory that saw
Nat Ganley, member of the national
committee of the Stalinist party, de-
feated as business agent. This year
Russell Leach, the pro-Reuther can-
didate, defeated Anderson by a few
hundred votes. .

At Dodge Local 3, Mike Novak and
his slate were returned to office and
in Chrysler Local 7 the Joe Hattley
administration easily defeabed the
anti-Reuther bloc.

TEST MAZEY STRENGTH

The election at Briggs Local 212
was closely watched by the entire
UAW for it represented a major test"
of strength for supporters.- of Emil
Mazey, UAW secretary - treasurer,
against a combination of Stalinist and
Socialist Workers Party supporters.
In spite of the fact that a dirty Jew-
baiting campaign against Ken Mor-
ris, the pro-Mazey candidate for pres-
ident, featured the campaign, the
slate headed by Morris won handily.
It was a triumph for just decent
unionism against the irresponsible
factionalism of the unprincipled bloc
of Stalinists and SWPers. At no time
did the anti-Mazey bloc repudiate the
vicious anti-Semitism which pre-
vailed among the backward workers
who followed them.

At Ford Local 400, two groups, both
part of the Reuther tendency, fought
for control of the local in the elec-

[

" tions. The Musilli slate failed to ob-

tain a. majority by a slight margin,
and run-offs for 1mportant posts are

_ scheduled.

At Ford 600, the biggest local union
in the UAW, there are fhree candi-
dates for president at the present
time. Percy Lewellyn, former region-
al director, is the candidate of the

. Stalinists,. Temmy Thompsen, incum-

bent president, apparently has the
backing of Walter Reuther, UAW
president, while Gene Prado, is being
backed by Emil Mazey. What inner-
factional developments take place be-
fore the actual elections is anyone's
guess. The fact is that a major test

of strength betweén the pro and anti-

Reuther caucuses will again ocour.
Although these local union elec-
tions have not attracted the attention
they did last year, when Reuther was
on the ascendanc;r, the two major
factions did conduct strenuous cam-
paigns, and the Addes-Stalinist bloc

did make a serious effort to come

back ‘into power. In some key locals,
like Packard 190, they did manage to
retain control, but it is significant
that there, Whitey Urban, the re-
elected president, was the first union
officer to announce after the recent
national convention that he was sign-
ing the “no-Communist” affidavit un-
der the Taft-Hartley law.

The expectation of -the Stalinist
bloc that their radical phrasemonger-
ing ‘on wage demands would bring
them back into control of local unions
did not materialize. As. a matter of
fact, in some local union elections,
like Chrysler 7, the propaganda of
the Stalinist bloc was -written  to
appeal to the conservative workers.
As usual the Stalinists, playing both
ends against the middle policy, did
not fool many auto workers. ;

The turnout of the workers in bal-
loting was considered good, in view
of the terrible weather prevailing,
and in some cases was even better
than last year. The UAW militants

have not gone to sleep by a long shot. |

Most of the election literature was
of an ordinary trade union character,
with-such issues as the Wallace can-
didacy for presidency being avoided,
and with the political significance of
the elections more indirectly con-
cerned with the pro and anti-Reuther
fight than last year.

President Truman’s stock has sunk as
lJow as it could sink for any man who ac-
tually holds the office of President and is
a candidate for re-election.

The press reports-that influential Demo-
cratic Party leaders are urging Truman
to withdraw from the
race.

Nobody seems to want
him. ;

His basic troubles do
not come from the South-
ern “rebellion.” There is
every reason to expect y i
that the South will re- o=’
main pretty much solid Who Wants
in November. The “rebel Him?

yell” will likely prove so much wind.

What has undermined the Truman cam-
paign is the sweeping revulsion against
him eamong the people of this country.

The Henry Wallace - Stalinist Party is
gaining sympathy, paljticular]y among
workers who, whatever their opinion of
the make-up and program of this party,
see it as a way of'voting their opposition
to the Democratic ‘and Republican bosses.
(See page 3 for an examination of the
Wallace-Stalinist Party.)

In this situation the labor leaders, who
a few weeks ago were speaking unabash-
edly of their plans to support Truman,
have changed their tactics a little. If any-
thing, however, the *‘change” is a greater

“éondemnation ‘of ‘their policy. For with

this “change” they are perpetrating a
shameful fraud.
They know that the people have little

confidence in Boss Pendergast's gift to

politics. While they may try to hush it up,
workers have not forgotten that Truman
dared to reimpose government by injunc-
tion and government by judiciary.

There are enough people who under-
stand that Truman’s injunctions in the
railroad and coal strikes are; in fact, as
hateful as anything in the Taft-Hartley
law.

Concern is widespread over the drift
toward war, and the consequences of im-
perialist policy. Increasing numbers are
turning against the daily demonstrated in-
eptness of Truman—as in the Palestine
issue.

Millions arée convinced that under the

direction of capitalist politicians, whether
Democratic or Republican, they can look
forward only to economic disaster or the
greater disaster of atomic war.

Sensing this, the labor leaders are play-
ing it cagey. Almost all of them are stag-
ing a comic-tragedy, play-acting that their
minds are not made up, that they may
support anybody come November.

That goes for the leaders®of the AFL
and the CIO (with -Whitney of the Rail-
road Brotherhoods still speaking out for
Truman, despite the millions he not so
long ago threatened to use to defeat Tru-
man). It goes for Murray, for Green and
for such as Reuther, too, (See story on
UAW Board meeting 6h page 1.)

The times call loudly for a LABOR PAR-

TY. And- the play-agting-of the labor legad- -
_ers is designed to undermine that demand.

They are trying to meet the Wallace
problem by preterise. A LABOR PARTY
would not only: cut the Wallace-Stalinist

movement to ribbons, it would be a major
step in cracking the capitalist political
machine—in laying the groundwork for
genuine economic security, for meeting
the danger of war.

Most of the labor leaders want no part
of a Labor Party, not even to talk about it.
Some, however, are play-
ing the game of promis-
ing a Labor Party, or
something like it, AF-
TER November. WHY
NOT NOW? :

While it is virtually
certain that Truman will
be the Democratic candi-

» date, the labor leaders
Pluyfng Games? are hoping the Demo-
crats will choose another. IF THERE IS
ANOTHER CANDIDATE, IT WILL NOT
BE ONE WHIT DIFFERENT OR BET-
TER.

Another candidate will still be a capx-
talist candidate, perhaps slightly movre in-
telligent or capable, but essentially ‘com-
mitted to the same policy, just as Repub-
licans and Democrats are fundamentally
indistinguishable in program.,

The labor leaders' stand is fakery fr&m %
beginning to end. They have made up their
minds. They will support Truman. And if it
is another Democrat they support, it wlll
make small difference.

That fakery must be e,xposegi_, _Qqegt_iio;l_s ‘

~must be asked on union floors’ 'a'fi’d""'ii—i"‘tﬁé

shops. There is no reason at all to periit
them to put over the fraud.

The need is for a LABOR PARTY. Tllo
time is NOW!

. Abuses Under Present Rent Law Grow

Rent Control Office Aids Gougers

BY SUSAN GREEN

Court reports 'appearing in the
press give some slight indication of
the abuses practiced under ‘present
rent control laws.

For instance, there was the case in
Brooklyn where a landlord raised a
tenant’s rent $6 a month because of
the addition of a baby fo the family.
Moreover, the landlord was not act-
ing on his own, The Office of Eent
Control, which you may have sup-
posed looks after the interests of ten-
ants, actually okayed the boost. The
tenant, a Navy veteran, had just paid
an incredse of $2.75 a month allowed
the landlord as a “hardship” increase.
When it came to being penalized for
havin: a baby, the tenant balked and
took the case to court. The Municipal
Court Judge was moved to comment:
“Shall we have birth control in New
York because the expediter puts a
penalty on babies?”

One wonders how many similar
abuses are absorbed by tenants
throughout the country who haven't
the information or the means to pro-
tect themselves — to protect them-
selves not only against landlords but
also against the Office of Rent Con-
trol. 2

Though it is expected that existing
federal rent control will be continued
for another year, no improvement in
the law for the protection of tenants

"can be hoped for. The stop-gap bill

passed by both House and Senate and
signed by the President extended
present controls till the end of March.
Some time-in March Congress will
again take the matter up. Substan-
tially the same law will be passed to
run to 1949. As a matter of fact, the
Senate already voted to extend con-
frols till April 30, 1949, but because
there wasn't time to resubmit the
matter to the House before the Feb-
ruary 29 deadline; the .stop-gap law
was also passed. The Senate’s renew-
al bill permits the same 15 per cent
increase by “mutual agreement.” And
the Senate took the teeth out of the
bill by eliminating punishment for
violators of rent regulations.

Certainly this law will give no re-

lief to tenants such, for instince, as
those occupying a squalid two-story
frame house in the Bronx at 660 East
175th Street. The case of these vic-
tims of rent gouging became public
when the landlord attempted an evie-
tion of one of the tenants. Court tes-

timony revealed that the tenmant was®

paying $125 a month for four rooms
which could not be called an apart-
ment, because they are four rooms in
a one-family house. The tenant, his
wife and four children have to use
a basement toilet and share the sec-
ond-floor bath with the seven adults
and a child living in the four second-

Ford Instrument Delegate Calls for Inmediate Steps to Form Labor P(iriy—Lush Secessionists and Union Raiders

NEW YORK-—Taking their cue from
the statement made by .General Pres-
ident Albert J. Titzgerald and Gen-
eral Secretary-Treasurer Julius Ems-
pak at the last meeting of the CIO
Executive Board, the officers of Dis-
trict Council ' 4, United Electrical,
Radio & Machine Wotkers, CIO, en-
dorsed the position that each inter-
national and local union may proceed
autonomously in support or non-sup-
port of the Henry Wallace third party
candidacy.

As the third largest union .(and
the largest international following the
CP line), the UE is providing a large
share of the manpower, if not the
funds, for the ‘Walldce boom. While
the mternatwnal Has not approved

Wallace officially, all UE officers and
‘staffers are voicing their “personal”
opinion for him.

Taking the floor at the February 26
meeting of the District Council, Long
Island City Local 425 delegates ob-
served that while recognition of local
and international autonomy by the
UE spokesmen was a maneuver to

“avoid an outright pro-Wallace stand,
it had always been the position of
425 that the local unions as well as
internationals had autonomous rights
on these and other questions, Point-
ing out that the Wallace party was a
creature of the CP formed as a re-
sult of the crack-up of the Democratic
Party-Stalinist coalition, one delegate
reported the action taken by Local

425's membership.

At a meeting attended by several
hundred members earlier the same
evening, the Ford Instrument work-
ers had turned down the Wallace bid
unanimously. Quoting the resolution
adopted there the delegate went on
to add that it called for the UE and
the CIO to take immediate steps to
organize “a truly independent Labor
Party, based on the trade unions,
with a labor program and labor can-
didates.”

Coupled with the discussion on the
third party, the Newark meeting
heard a report on the bolt from UE
ranks of a number of New York and
New Jersey locals. Ostensibly forced
40 secede from UE because of the

unions’ failure to sign the Taft-Hart-
ley non-Communist affidavits, they

* formerly were supporters of the mi-

nority opposition, UE Members for
Democratic Action. One of the group,
Local 1237, employs as its business
agent James Conroy, who has had a
brief but checkered career as a union
official, company labor relations man

and a House Un- American Affairs

Committee witness since January 1946
when he transferred his allegiance
from the Communist Party to the
Association of Catholic Trades Union-
ists.

Delegates of the progressive oppo-
sition voiced their disapproval of the
secessionists since the net result is to
weaken the Members for Democratic

Action, who intend to continue the
fight against the Stalinist domination
of the UE.

Minority speakers spoke against the
attempt by UAW Local 365 to raid
the UE at the Schraeder plant in
Brooklyn. While no results were
known at the time of the meeting,
it is known now that the Schraeder
company extended its agreement with
UE, plus a wage boost of nine cents.
The Local 365 attempt marks the first
instance of one CIO union raiding an-
other in this area in a long time, and
it remains to be seen what follows as
a result of the many deep and thor-
oughgoing differences that divide the
CIO majority from the pro-Stalinist
“left” wing.

floor rooms—rental $160. Two attic
rooms were Shared by four adults
paying $100 a month. The Municipal
Court judge before whom the case
came personally investigated the
house and found cracked and plaster-
less walls, just one kitchen fer the
second and attic floors, and no fire
escapes for these nineteen human
beéings occupying ten rooms; the fur-
nace was cold and there was no oil.
Said the judge: “I was shocked at
conditions _in that house. - Human
rights are being trampled upen.” Not

.only. there; judge!

“The" underlying housing shortage
which ‘makes such robbery possible is
being handléd by the politicians with
a- ten-foot pole.:They don't go near
it.'The Taft-Ellender - Wagner bill,
which has some good features, slum-
bers on in the.Congressional hopper.
There's another bill introduced by
Senator McCarthy (Rep., Wis.) which
places more emphasis on “encourag

ing” private enterprise and less on
public projects—but no action. The
last politician to grasp the ten-foot
pole and make some gestures with it
is President Truman.

TRUMAN’S RECOMMENDATIONS
From his blissful vacation in the
sunny Caribbean—just to show the
poor suckers shivering in crowded
rooms at home that he hasn’t torgbﬁ
ten them—he sent a message to Con-
gress on housing. He said things about
the desperate housing situation that
many of us already know. Two and
a half million married couples are:
forced to live with other families;
Five million houses are no longer
habitable. Of the new houses being
built only a small percentage are
apartment dwellings and the great
majority are private homes built for
sale at prices far above the means. of
those most in need of housing. Where
existing law has decontrolled living
(Continued on page 2)

Undermine Progressive
Program of UE Local 107

PHILADELPHIA, March 6—The pro-
gressive and militant political pro-
gram of Westinghouse Local 107,
United: Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, CIO, was dealt a body blow
by an alliance of the, Stalinists and
the opportunistic local union leader-
ship.at.a Political Action Committee
meeting on Tuesday, March 2. At this
meeting, the temporary - organizing
committee recommended approval of
a resolution authorizing the body te
send 17 delegates to the Pennsylvania
Third Party Conference in York on

~Sunday, March 7. This partial en-

dorsement of the Stalinist- Wallace
movement is a violation of the Es-
sington local’s official position in fa-
for of an independent Labor Party.
The Tuesday meeting was the first
regular one for the newly formed
PAC unit. There was no discussion of
program; there was no organizational
report; there was only presentation
of a resolution agreed to beforehand
by the leadership of the local and the
Stalinists which, in reality, made Lo-
cal 107 part of the Wallace party. The
resolution denounced the Republican
and Democratic parties for being tools
of Wall Sireet monopoly capital, re-

iterated Local 107's support of inde-
vendent political action and. then
stated that “since the Wallace third
party is the nearest thing to an inde-
pendent Labor Party that exists to-
day,” it should be resolved that the
local send delegates to the York con-
vention,

The union leadership defended t.he
resolution on the basis that it “was
any group’s democratic right to send
delegates to the Wallace convention,”
but the burden of support for the mo-

. tion fell on the shoulders of those

who have consistently followed the
Communist Party line. These spokes-
men claimed that the “Gideon's
Army” of Wallace was their concept
of an independent Labor Party, When
the “people are on the march” it is
foolish to talk of a. restricted party
based only on the labor unions. Such
demagogy was followed by red bait-
ing of socialist groups “which desire
to build mass parties of socialism.”
The exponents of the Labor Party
were also blamed for the failure to
set up such a party when the local
Wwas on record for independent poljti-
cal action,

(Continued on page 2)
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Run Independent Candidate in Seattle

SEATTLE—Except for the presence
of one candidate who ran as a labor
candidate, there was little to distin-
guish the recent city election from its
predecessors. The mayoralty candi-
dates represented various sections of
business (one the shipowners, one the
Chamber of Commerce, one the “‘open
town" ‘interests). The councilmanic
race had twenty-six contestants,
seratching and clawing one another
over such life-and-death questions as
the towing racket, traffic congestion,
nine o'clock closing, all of which
made little or no difference to the
tens of thousands of working people
in Seattle.

Only one candidate, Bob Ferguson,
represented any kind of step forward.
Ferguson offered old programmatic
innovations and generally reflected
the political backwardness of work-
ers in this period. However, his can-
didacy did mark opposition to labor
lobbying and petitioning in faver of a
direct labor spokesman in the council.
Ferguson is not just the usual card-
packing politician. In his case, a group
of union delegates drew up a program
in conference, selected Ferguson to
file and run on that program, as la-
bor’s candidate and formed the United
Labor Committee for Political Ac-
tion to campaign for him.

The story behind this committee is
a heartbreaking one—including the
indifference of the official labor move-

‘ment to the call of the typographical

" plain to the Stalinists

union, the reluctance of the logical
labor leaders to run as candidates,
the attempt of the Communist Party
to use it as a springboard for their
candidates and to capture it for Wal-
lace. '

PRINTERS ISSUE CALL

A month before the elections, the
Seattle Typographical Union sent out
a call to all Seattle unions and auxili-
aries to send delegates to a conference
to draw up a platform and thoose
candidates for the city elections. Some
twenty unions were officially or un-
officially represented. The typo dele-
gation of Ray Stark, Bill Dungan, Art
Syrstad, Charley Hickey and Charley
Taylor tried to set the tone for the
campaign by advising the delegates
that, despite the small number of un-
ions represented, the conference must
iry to represent all of labor, by put-
ting forth candidates and a program
that all of Seattle labor can unite on.
The conference chose a program com-
mittee and a committee to interview
possible candidates.

The Stalinists tried io maneuver
the committee into supporting Parry
and Brooks. Before the nominating
meeting, which took place three days
later, the typo delegation made it
that they
would withdraw if there was so miich

as a question of Stalinist candidates.

Thus, the committee had to report
almost no success in getting candi-

FERGUSON-BROOKS CHOICE TESTS PARTY
POSITIONS IN SEATTLE ELECTION CAMPAIGN

' SEATTLE—Because the United La-
bor Committee for Political Action
endorsed only Bob Ferguson, CIO
steel worker (see page fwo of this
issue), even after he stated, “I do not
want . the endorsement of the CIO-
PAC because it would be “the kiss of
death,’ since every one in Seattle
knows that it represents no one but
the Communist Party. I'd rather have
the votes of red blooded American
workers”; the Communist Party fol-
lowers walked out and later the So-
cialist Workers Party followers ab-
sented themselves. As one SWPer put
it, “we couldn't support a red baiter
and furthermore Ferguson doesn't
have enough labor support.”

The SWP then issued a leaflet*that
for,- confusion and plain stupidity
would be hard to equal. The leaflet
urges workers to vote for Carl
Brooks, a widely known Negro Stal-
inist with even less Negro and labor
support than Ferguson, the only other
candidate with any claim to labor
support, Brooks did not even claim
he was a labor candidate, making his
appeal instead to the “citizens of
Seattle,” while Ferguson made his
appeal as a labor candidate,

In the leaflet, the SWP says it sup-
ports Brooks betause Brooks:

1. Will provide the unions in Seattle
with an INDEPENDENT LABOR
REPRESENTATIVE on the city coun-
cil. (Emphasis in original.)

2. In particular WILL GIVE REP-
RESENTATION TO THE NEGRO
MINORITY.

3. WILL STRIKE A TELLING
BLOW AT THE UNION BUSTING
DRIVE.

4. Will be a victory for the idea of
independent political action by labor
and Negroes. )

SOMETHING MISSING

Presumably, the SWP believes that
the Stalinists oppose and corrupt tén-
dencies toward a labor party, and
use the Negro for their own political
ends and not on behalf of promoting
the cause of the Negro. And the leaf-
let does indeed say:

“We oppose Carl Brooks’ consistent
record of support to the Communist
Party (Stalinist) line of collaboration
with big business and its political
agents: It is this collaboration that
represents the real crime committed
by the Stalinists against the labor
movement and the Negro people,

“For years the Stalinists fought
viciously against any movement to
break the unions and the Negro mi-
nority away from the Republican and
Democratic parties. Today, they seek
to betray the growing movement for,
independent working class political
action—such as gave rise to the can-
didacy of Carl Brooks—by diverting
it behind one more capitalist political

formation represented this time by
the candidacy of Henry Wallace.”
There is one grave omission to be
noted in t:he leafiet; namely, that the
Communist Party is the agent of the
Kremlin butcheér. To have included
this would evidently have presented
two difficulties: one, this is what the
capitalist press says, and you just

can't say the same thing as the capi-’

talist press (although the SWP regu-
larly says so in- The Militant); -and
now, how could Brooks represent la-
bor and the Negro people and at the
same time be the agent of the Krem-
lin? It's impossible to explain,’ espe-
cially in one small leaflet, so ‘it is
simply omitted as a minor detail.
NOT A LOCAL MATTER

Here is a man, Brooks, who follows

the Communist Party which acts as
an agent of the Moscow bureaucracy,

betrays the workers, and betrays the

Negroes. He is reported to have car-
ried out these nefarious activities
faithfully, so faithfully that he is re-

warded with the right to represent.
the party line in the election. In spite -

of this, the SWP puts this cerebral
froth on paper:

“We urge the election of Carl
Brooks, therefore, not as a build-up
for Henry Wallace, but as a step on
the road to building a mass working
cldss party opposed to all political
parties of big business.” -

The socialist movement has fre-
quently demanded that the labor
leaders assume the responsibility of
their leadership, by appearing as po-
litical candidates, for example, in or-
der to demonstrate that their policies
are wrong. Demands that a Murray
or Reuther run for president, or slo-
gans for a OP-SP-CGT (union) gov-
ernment in France are of this nature.
In this case, however, Brooks and the
Communists are already exposed for
what they are. With all the alleged
support of his own local, the CIO
Council, the Negro community and
the Communist Party apparatus, he
only got 6813 votes.

To get Seattle labor in motion po-
litically the men who are labor's lead-
ers in Seattle must be moved or cir-
cumvented because, they and not the
Stalinists, represent the main body of
labor. The SWP turned its back upon
an attempt to put them in motion
politically when it walked out of the
ULCPA and supported one of the
wreckers of the committee, Carl
Brooks. Thus, the SWP did its own
bit toward the illusion that the future
of working class political struggle is
through the Stalinist-Wallace third
party.

Nor was this a local error by the
SWP. The order to support only
Brooks came from the National office.
Is there, then, reason to doubt that
the SWP is in danger of becoming
the left-wing of the CP?
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dates to run. Among those who re-
fused were McLaren of the Metal
Trades, Metrin of the Meat Cutters,
Clancy of the Boilermakers, Duncan
and Gibson of the Machinists, Atkin-
son of the CIO. Only Ferguson of the
Steel Workers accepted. A motion
was made to endorse Ferguson and
work for his election.

At this point the Stalinists threw
in a monkey wrench. E. M. Tangent
of the MCS-CIO explained that if the
committee endorsed Ferguson the
CIO would have to withdraw, because
Ferguson had not asked for an en-
dorsement from PAC before he filed.
Ferguson then explained that he did
not want the PAC endorsement since
every one in Seattle knew that it rep-
resented no one but the Communist
Party, and that a PAC endorsement
was a “kiss of death.” If the vote had
been taken then Ferguson would
have been endorsed, the Stalinists
would have left and the way would
have been opened for such union sup-
port as had shied away from Stalin-
ist front organizations. However, a
well intentioned delegate moved ad-
journment, thinking that unity might
result after a cooling-off period. In
the confusion the motion carried.

At the following meeting only five
unions remained, and they were only
partially represented. The most tell-
ing blow at the committee was the
withdrawal of the typos at the insist-
ence of their Executive Committee
that the printers’ strike would be
jeopardized. Other union delegations
remained awdy out of disgust. After
a lengthy discussion, it was decided
to undertake as good a campaign as
possible.

The committee mustered all the re-
sources it could. Ferguson spoke be-
fore- every union meeting open to
him. The committee distributed ten
thousand folders for Ferguson, with
the program adopted by the confer-
ence.

Even with these meager forces, and
the fact that only a fraction of the
labor movement could have any way
of knowing that Ferguson was arlabor
candidate, he was able to qualify for
the final election.

Here is a real demonstration of the
appeal that a labor candidate has. His
vietory will depend on the commit-
tee's ability in the next two weeks
to rally the unions behind the candi-
date.

Rent Gouger - -

(Continued from page 1)

quarters, rents have risen more than
60 per cent.

So .the President makes some rec-
ommendations. He thinks one million
new houses and apartments should
be erected annually for the next ten
years in urban areas. He covered in
his message everything from in-
creased production methods, wages,
legislation authorizing federal funds
for local housing authorities and for
slum clearance, to giving aid to capi-
tal and insurance of investment re-
turns. Nobody is to be offended, ev-
erybody is to be pleased, and houses
are to be built. Such messages read
well in an election year. Actually
there's still that ten-foot pole.

Incidentally, the President is very
much off on his facts where it is im-
portant to be right—either he is off
or the National Housing Committee
is. The President said that 15 per
cent of the new- housing built in 1947
was rental housing. Henry M. Prop-
per of the National Housing Commit-
tee, testifying before a Congressional
committee on housing, reported that
only eight per cent of the new houses
started in 1947 were multi- family
apartments for rent. That's quite a
difference. Again, the President spoke
of one million units added in 1947,
while Mr. Propper’s figure was only
850,000 units started in 1947. That also
is quite a difference, when you think
of people having or not having a de-
cent place to live in.

The housing problem was reported
the number one worry of the mayors
of 250 cities who recently met in
New York for their seventeenth an-
nual conference. In cities in Michi-
gan and in Kentucky, in the East
and in the West, the crying need is
for housing. However, the mayors'
worry did not materialize into any-
thing tangible. They too have that
ten-foot pole, :

JOB FOR LABOR PARTY

People like the steamfitter who
was up for eviction from his four-:
room substandard home for which
he was paying $125-a month until his
plant struck and he could no longer
pay that extortion, will have to come
forth and press for a solution of the
housing. crisis. The working people
will have to raise their veices and
demand an adequate building pro-
gram—and rent control that really
protects the tenants! But to whom
can such demands be made?

Certainly not to the capitalist poli-
ticians schooled in the art of evading

¢

the people's most vital needs. On the
contrary, 'labor must write its de-
mands into the platform of its own
party, an independent Labor Party,
cpposed to the capitalist Democratic
and Republican Parties and also to
the Stalinoid Wallace party.

UAW Bd.--

(Continued from page 1)

_ the spot as to their conduct after No-

vember. The Board members them-
selves realize that the UAW mem-
bers will take their resolution seri-
ously and demand action NOW.

REPORT LARGE BALANCE

The other sessions of the Board
were loaded down with administra-
tive details, consututmnal interpre-
tations of local election issues. (UAW
local elections take place in Febru-
ary and Marchf)

An interesting report was submit-
ted by Secretary-Treasurer Emil Ma-
zey when he reported a balance of
$300,000 _over expenditures since the
convention. The report revealed such
sidelights as: the past administration
paid the rent of.their factional head-
quarters, mimeo paper, /mailings, ete.,
out of union funds; that a couple of
Addes men had a good racket on
waste paper sales, returned buttons,
etc.

The CIO resolution on the ERP
(Marshall Plan) was passed.

The Board did not take a position
on the pmblems of UE, Mine, Mill
& Smelter locals, Farm Equipment
plants that are faced with losing con-
tracts because of failing to sign the
Taft-Hartley affidavits. However, it
is understood that where an AFL or
independent union petitions for an
NLRB election, and the workers come
to the UAW, the UAW will slep in
to represent the CIO,

The Board, loaded down with de-
tails, did not discuss the coming eco-
nomic struggle for a third rqund of
wage increases and ihe danger of
the Steel\ Workers or UE making an
agreement as they have in the past.

The economic and political ques-
tions will not allow -these important
questions of the day to remain un-
answered. What is needed, and there
is still time for it,
CIO STRATEGY FOR WAGE IN-
CREASES and an immediate fight
for a LABOR PARTY—NOW!

Fé
Ask National CIO

is A UNIFIED - .
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Name Administrators

For Calif. Councils

1.OS ANGELES — A caucus meeling
of delegates to CIO Los Angeles
Council who followed the main offi-
cers when they walked out of the last
Council meeting (see last week's LA-
BOR ACTION—Ed.) met on March 1
to set up its own body in opposition
to the Stalinist-dominated Council.

In a resolution presenied by the
leading officers of the state and local
councils, these delegates voted that
the national CIO appoint administra-
tions~ for the California councils
which have voted against CIO policy
and for the Stalinist line.

The resolution also called upon
those unions present to sever all re-
lations with the Lawrence - Connelly
Council, thus effecting the spht in
the Los Angeles CIO.

N /

Local107 --

(Continued from page 1)

Speakers in favor of an independ-
ent Labor Party and against the Wal-
lace-Stalinist third party explained
that a group professing a gro-labor
program, but controlled by a com-
bination of pro-capitalist and Stalin-
ist interests, cannot be for the work-

ers of the countiry. Labor unions en-'

tering into the Wallace camp will not
be able to change its policies or pro-
gram since they are dictatorially
handed down from the top. Moreover,
.any candidates elected will not be
responsible to the union membership
and their interests, but to the inter-

ests of the real organizers, agents of .

the Russian ruling class and a seg-
ment of the American exploiters.
Some opposition was voiced on the
narrower basis that support of the
Wallace machine was introducing
company unionism into labor politics,
This viewpoint does not distinguish
clearly enough the uniqueness of the
PCA-Wallace grouping and its dema-
gogic popular appeal as contrasted to
the sterile formulas of the Republican
and Democratic Paltxes

The resolution to send delegdtes to
York was passed by a vote of four to
one with some of the dissenting votes
coming from those in favor of the
Murray-National CIO-PAC policy of
supporting Truman.

The local leadership has gotten
promises from PCA that they will be
the third party candidates in local
elections. This is not the first time
that the leadership has flaunted the
independent political action mandate.
Not only have they failed fo take
steps to build an independent Labor
Party on even a local scale, but they
have repeatedly played the most op-
portunistic role in running in Demo-
cratic and Republican primaries in
Delaware County. For them, no
doubt, this current honeymoon with
the Stalinists and the national UE
leadership seems to be but another
“political adventure.” But this time
their collaborators ar® playing for
keeps.

MOVE AGAINST LOCAL

The national UE leadership, Stalin-
ist to the core, was a bit frightened
by the display of discontent expressed
by Local 107 at a recent District 1
meeting. - They are making a bid to
get this large and militant local with-
in the fold. The assignment of a na-
tional organizer to the scene when the
Pattern Makers, AFL, made a bid to
raid the local was part of a policy to
line up the local. Their proposal on
sending delegates to York is another
move. This current “political adven-
ture” may break the local's back.

It is well that the local's leadership
is politically conscious but it is not
well that this consciousness mani-
fests itself in an effort to obtain po-

litieal office at the price of making _

deals with anti-working class parties,
the Republitans, the Demacrats and
the Stalinists, and other elements of
the third party group.

Vel' Conference .
By WILLIAM BARTON

SANTA BARBARA, Calif,, Feb. 23—
Despite a drop in officially represent-
ed membership, several thousand, the
third annual convention of the Cali-
fornia American Veterans Committee,
held in this city during the week-
end of February 21, marked some im-
provement over last year’'s assem-
blage. This convention, far more
deémocratic in character, revealed a
more definite pro-labor orientation,
showed a decline in Stalinist dom-
ination of the state’organization, took
a positive stand for a state “bonus,
vigorously opposed Universal Mili-
tary Training, and planned a series
of campaigns for the post-convention
period.

The membership figures presented
were confusing. Only those who had
paid their state dues were included
in this year’s figures; last year’s cal-
culations. were less definite. It is

known that several chapters did not '

submit their state assessment, Yet it
was admitted in the official report of
“stewardship” by the State Executive
Committee that the renewal rate has
been below expectations. It was this
background, as well as the entire na-
tional picture, that produced the dif-
ferent type of meeting held this year.
" The character of the proceedings
was a signal victory for those who
had fought the tightly-knit machine
of last year in its railroading and op-
position-squashing tactics. The rules
provided for at least a minimum of
adequate debate on all issues. The
formal organization allowed for the
proper agenda appearance of contro-
versial items. No business was left
unfinished, and there was little hec-
kling or name-calling. The “Stalinist
machine was considerably weakened
and its representation on the State
Executive Committee seriously dimin-
ished.

OPPOSITION TO SLATE

For the first time, there was serious
election .opposition to the wvictorious
SEC slate. Ben Rinaldo of Holly-
wood, an open member of the Sta-
linist “Unity” caucus, and a.former
member of the National Committee,
was overwhelmingly elected chair-
man. However, he received last-min-
ute opposition from Rex Mainord,
UAW-CIO organizer and former vet-
erans’ director of the State CIO.

Although he strongly denied that
he was running on any caucus basis,
Mainord had cooperated with the In-
dependent Progressive Caucus, allied
with the national leadership, and was
so accused. He only received some
three hundred votes out of 3,000 cast,
but, considering the difficulties he
had to surmount, it was considered
satisfactory by most of his supporters.
The organized Stalinist apparatus
was most in evidenge on this ques-
tion, hitting Mainord hard on his IP
caucus affiliation, his lack of signifi-
cant  activity in AVC compared to
Rinaldo, and on the peculiarity of his
status
from his moving around according to
the demands of his union work. They
were greatly aided by the collection
of Hollywood characters who were
his principal advisors, These dragged
him very suddenly from San Diego,
without any information on what to
expect or any briefing on the true
situation at ‘the convention. They did
their best to make him straddle any
controversial question. Their big ace
in the hole was a wired nominating
speech by Melvyn Douglas. )

Although caucuses were not official,
they were everywhere. The “Unity”
group, -with its domination of the
large Los Angeles area chapters, re-
mained most powerful, though much
less so than formerly. The “Build
AVC” people made their usual deals
with “Unity” on candidates; ironical-
ly, some of the people they bargained
for are old-time Stalinist {fellow-
travelers. The only important contest,
besides thé race for chairmanship,
was for San Francisco representative
on the State Committee. Noreen Au-
brey, exceptionally active member of
the old SEC, was dumped by her own

in the organization arising

News of West Coast
Labor Movemenl .uw

delegation for Ralph Dawson, party-

" line hack from the International

Longshoremen and ZWarehousemen's
Union. Depite her willingness toac-
cept this maneuver a draft movement
was instituted ‘in the_ rest of the
Northern California- delegation that
narrowly missed success by a couple
of hundred votes. Miss Aubrey has
been a supporter of the Build AVC
Caucus.

APPROVE BONUS STAND

The state bonus, to run to a maxi-
mum of $600, was passed by a two to
‘one vote. Most of the opposition came
from the student chapters, some of
which are preparing a referendum to
reverse the policy. The opposition’s
argument was based upon the usual -
charge of “handout.” This was effec-
tively answered.by many delegates. -

Standard AVC positions against the

* Taft-Hartley Act, for price control

and adequate housing, in opposition

to Universal Military Training, for

the termination of witch-hunting in-

vestigating committees and loyalty

oaths were almost unanimously ap--
proved. Important state planks adopt-

ed were: support of the state initia-

tive proposal for an appropriation to

construet 100,000 dwelling units, en-

dorsement of a State Senate reappor-

tionment initiative, continuation of .
child-care centers, and the develop-

ment of the Central Valley Author-

ity with a 160 acre limitation on
users of its irrigation. With little op-

position, the convention proposed an
amendment to the National AVC con-
. stitution removing merchant marin-
ers from membership, a move occa-
sioned by the State Legislature’s act
in barring the use of Veterans’ Mem-
orial Buildings to any organization
which inecluded them.

The ;convention opposed the Na-
tional Committee’s support of the
Marshall Plah and approved a Stalin-
ist resolution for aid through UN
with priority on “nations which suf-
fered most from Axis aggression.”
Significantly, the vote against the
Marshall Plan was about 3 to 1, while
that for the victorious resolution was
only 3 to 2. Speeches attacking all
imperialisms and calling for popu-
larly administered aid programs were
given in committee sessions and on
the floor, but no motion to that effect
was presented, It is interesting that
National Chairman Patterson de-
clared himself opposed to any. pro-
gram designed primarily to “stop
communism,” but he declared that
the. Marshall Plan was the “best” to.
be expected from this Congress.

The necessity for a strong pro-labor
orientation, fought for by several
delegates at last year's state and na-
tional convention, evidently had an
effect. “Patterson emphasized it in his
convention address.

The convention revealed that AVC
remains an organization with tremen-
dous potentialities. To realize its pos-
sibilities in the state, it mow needs:
more militant activity, a deeper pro-
labor orientation, appeals to the aver-
age veteran on issues like the bonus,
proper functioning of the two service
offices .established and planned for
AVC in ‘the Los Angeles and San
Francisco Veterans Administration
offices respectively, a vigorous cam-
paign on the housing initiative and
the move to register all veterans for
election, and . more of the spirit
shown in the housing motorcade to
Sacramento last spring.
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At the Open Forum

"WHEN THIEVES FALL OUT
—WHY THE STATE DEPART-
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Readerd

On AFL Politics
And Union Foremen

Friends:
With Jack Dimon, Capone and Dil-

. linger dead and Luciano deported,

Joe Fay, Bove, Nuzzo, Scalise and
others in the penitentiary, William
Green, the mysterious shielder of
gangsters and racketeers in the House
of Labor, and his executive council
find themselves in a political dilem-
ma. Their conference a few weeks ago
in Miami, at which they set up the
“League for Political—”" What? Eduy-
cation? Oh! I thought Thievery—as
an AFL counter part of PAC, has so
far (except for their eyes on the one
dollar assessment on 7,200,000 mem-
bers) ot given them much hope.
They were unable to find any one
among their skeletons mentally or po-
litically gqualified to take the lead.
Shopping among the Republican and
Democratic politicians brought them
nothing. They: even sneezed at the

of Ladon

annual 20 grand as chickenfeed. So
their ery to heaven and all the gods
goes on for a leader, a leader. Leader
of what?

Big Bill Hutcheson, also, with one
eye on the coin, sized them up by his
own yardstick. He shook his head,
“no, no confidence.” He appointed his
own leader and said: “There will be
no assessment. That's illegal!” He no-
tified his 600,000 members, to yolun-
tarily have two bucks ready. In the

‘meantime his committee will decide

where and. how this “stickup” is to
take place. “It's not to be entered in
our books. . . . The receipt you will
get is not from our organization.” So
it may be in a nearby dark alley, or
over the wall of the Woodlawn Ceme-
tery. It is also possible, for safety’s
sake, that we may have to cross the
Canadian or Mexican borders. “Re-
mémber, that under the T-H Law we
are not allowed to collect this money.”

Strange as it may be, the editors of
LABOR ACTION are guilty of letting

. a calamitous tragedy .of this__sort slip ¢

Action Tahe the Ploor

i
by without making a holler. As ir an-
other incident, the editors owe their
readers an explanation as to why they
were so silent, when recently 6800 of
the *“union-conscious foremen” ac-
cording to LABOR ACTION (May 7,
18947) 'who “enjoyed the support of
LABOR ACTION as well as the
Workers Party” have prostituted
their way back into the folds of Henry
Ford & Co. Well, that is where these
bastards belong in the first place.
Only dilettantes who have never seen
the inside of a plant, can bring such
confusion into the minds of workers,
by classifying the foremen as work-
ers. To what extent does the perform-
ance of the foremen differ from that
of the bosses? There may be a choice
in language when the o6ne shouts
“mache schnell” or the other “hurry
up.” But, as far as a worker is con-
cerned about either, they can both
gotoHELL.

We had a case during the miners’
strike,

in 1922, in Illinois. After the

miners were already out for a week,
the maintenance men walked out, too.
The foremen then had to do -their!

" work, such as keep the pumps going,

the air circulated, and the mules to
look After, They did not mind staying
on the job to watch the maintenance
men do the work, no. But, when they
had to take over, that was terrible, so
they walked out, too. Whereupon the
company fired them. Some of the
diggers (piece workers) had a side
racket, They had been in shady deals
with the foremen for months, maybe
for years. They always had the diy
entrys, the rock tops, the high coal
veins, ete,’ which enabled them to
more than double their daily output,
at the expense of their fellowmen.
They played these foremen up as
rmartyrs, They sneaked up to Far-
rington who in turn ordered the
maintenance men back to work. Far-
rington further proclaimed that these
foremen had come out in sympathy
with us, therefore, to protect their

jobs. The__lo_cal was ordered to take

-

them in as members, free of initiation
fees.

The peculiar thing was that these
very foremen whom the company had
fired for going on strike were in con-
stant contact'with the company dur-
ing the strike. And one week before
the four months’ strike was ended,
all these fired foremen had been back
in their places andyready to put the
mine in operation. hat a joke that
was.

Then came the pay-aff The mem-
bers at meetings became suspicious,
the attendance dwindled down to
about one-fourth,.the mine operating
system- was reorgﬁnied," and the: pro-
gressive elements who had fought and
improved conditions were branded
as trouble-shooters by these “union-
conscious foremen” and - slated for
wet entrys, loose rock tops, shallow
veins, or on the road for jobs-else-
where.

Yours, as an occasional, fnendly\
crltlc,

BILL, New York,
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By EMANUEL saiuz:’rr

There is little reason to doubt that the most
important single: politica event in the United
States during' these past few months has been
the development of the Henry A. Wallace-Stal-
inist Third Party movement. It is an importance
which is not alone to be measured by the size of
the vote Henry Wallace polls in November; and
certainly not by its effects on the Truman cam-
paigh. It derives its importance, rather, from a
multiplicity of factors, included in which are: its
damaging effects upon the development of a gen-
uine labor party; its place in Stalinist strategy.

The Wallace-Stalinist Third Party, under its
various state names—— American Labor Party, Pro-
gressive Party, etc.—owes its existence -entirely to
the demands of this strategy. Whoever fail
understand this, understands nothing—but, nothing!
—about this Third Party. Traditionally the Third
Party, at least as understood in recent years, is a
third party of capitalism, that is to say, a party
seeking to paich the rotten and fear-inspiring foun-
dations of capitalism by liberal concessions to the
people. However, to discuss this particular move-
ment in terms of "traditional" Third Partyism, and

to debate its inadequacies, its incompetence and .

its illusions in those terms is to discuss and debate
something which does not exist at all, or exists at
best as a tiny fraction of the reality.

In actual fact the Wallace Party is a com-
bination of a few (very few!) New Dealers and
Stalinists, with the latter acting as creative force
and veto apparatus. The organizationl impetus
comes from the Stalinists. The mass support,
such as it now is, comes from the Stalinists. The
program reflects completely the exigencies of the
Stalinist line at this moment in this country. To
be sure, Wallace and the few New Dealers who
© came along with him (the greater number having
run' back to Truman at the very moment that
their brash talk about a new party threatened to
become concrete) represent a segmeht of U. 8.
capitalism who wish to salvage what they can of
capitalism, by dividing the world between Russia
and the U. 8. whereas the Stalinists are exclusive-

E ly.loyal to the bureaucratic-collectivist totalitari-

anism of Russia. But that is only an apparent con-
flict, and an inconsequential one for the present.
They can *“uphold” capitalism either Wallace—
1948 style or Roosevelt—1942 style (no-strike
pledges, etc.), so long as their major objective
of upholding the Russian tyranny is served.

Thus, ground down to its essence, the pro-
gram of the Wallace-Stalinist Party is not at all
a domestic program for “reforming” capitalism
or “improving” the lot of the “common man,” but
an international program for the subjugation of
the peoples of the world to the imperialisms of
Russia and the United States. Therein is the real
- reason for its invention; therein is the clue to the
Wallace candidacy.

"THE MAN AND THE HYTH"

If the movement derives its energy from the
Stalinists, the relation of Wallace to it is none-
theless important. Wallace serves as banner-bear-
er of the Paity; he'is“the front. The Party is de-"
pendent on him to the extent that it would be
difficult for the Stalinists to find another can-
didate of equal national reputation. Hence, it is
necessdary to know something about the man, his
history and his program which coincides so neatly
with the Stalinist program. And for that we
Heartily recommend a book which recently ap-
peared, “Henry Wallace—The Man and the
Myth,” by Dwight Macdonald. (Vanguard, 187
pp., $2.50.)

Macdonald’s book is not the final word to be
written on Wallace; it has serious shortcomings
on the side of political and theoretical interpre-
tation, but ‘it is the best and most detailed ex-
amination of Wallace yet composed. (For those
.who have not read it yet, we also recommend
Jaek Ranger’s excellent study of Wallace in LA,
Oect. 13, 1947).

Willy-nilly the Stalinists are trying to sell the
Third Party as the next best thing to a Labor Party,
if not actually one; and trying to sell Wallace as
the great champion of the people, hence a man
fitted to head what is the next best thing to a
Labor Party. Though the Party at its inception has
‘only' Stalinists behind it, hundreds of thousands of
workers (possibly millions) will fall for this mis-
leading trash—which can only serve the purpose
of ‘discrediting the Labor Party, apart from the
service this Third. Party does Russian imperialism.
Therefore, we believe that no worker should fail
to: acquaint himself with Macdonald's book, +I|e
facts and fancies of the Wallace myth.

Macdonald dissects the Wallace myth with a
scalpel of the finest journalistie calibre, and finds
that “Wallace has made a career of supplying to
liberals a commodity they crave: rhetoric which
accomplishes in fantasy what cannot be accom-
plished in reality.” Macdonald lists five fictions:
“That Wallace is a man of integrity—That Wal-
lace has great moral ‘courage—That he is a
dreamer, a visionary whose spirit moves in realms
far above petty political considerations—That
Wallace is rigid, even somewhat doctrinaire in his
ideology—That Wallace has fought the good fight
against privilege and injustice—and then cites
‘the facts which disprove the myth. Thus, with
respect to the last fiction:

“One of the most striking things about Wal-
lace’s career is how much talking he has done
about fighting for the Common Man, and how
little acting. ... '

“#(a) During the filibuster of Southern Sena-
tors against the Poll Tax Bill in 1942, Wallace,
as Vice-President, presided over the Senate. Cer-
tain liberal Senators, including the late George
W. Norris, urged Wallace to dramatize the issue
by not leaving the chair, sleeping there if neces-
sary. This might have had some practical value
as well: Parliamentary opportunities might have

LABOR ACTION

A Paper in the Interest of Socialism
Published Weekly by the
Labor Acfion Publishing Co.
114 West 14th Stireet, New York 11, N. Y, -

General Offices: 4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y. Tel.: IRonsides 8-5117

Vol. 12, Ne, 11 March 15, 1948
Emanuel Garrett, Edifor
Editorial Board: Albert Gates,
Henry Judd, Irving Howe
Business Manager: Paul Bern

Subscription Rate: $1.00 a Year; 50¢ for 6 Mos.

£1.25 and 63¢ for Canada, Foreign).

Re-entered as Second-Class Mnatter, May 24,

- 1940, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y,
under the Act of March 3, 1874

Henry Wallace --And His
Place in Stalin’s Strategy

occurred to end the filibuster. Wallace, however,
refused to co-operate, turning the chair over to
any handy Sénator whenever he got tired.

“(b) One of Wallace’s habitual strategies when
confronted with a conflict is simply to be some-
where else. This was his tactic in the 1935 purge
in the Department of Agriculture and in the con-
troversy with Baruch about the atomic bomb.
During the nation-wide effort to get a reprieve
for Odell Waller, the Negro sharecropper who
killed his white landlord in a fight and who was
executed for what would normally have been a
manslaughter case, a delegation of Negro and
White liberals called on Wallace to ask him to
intervene with Roosevelt. They were shown into
the office of Wallace’s lieutenant, Harold K Young,
who received them with his feet on the desk and
a cigar in his mouth. Without removing either,
he informed them, in a Southern drawl, that the
Common Man’s Friend was not in, and that, any-
way, nothing could be done about their request.
As they were filing out, they caught sight of Wal-
lace leaving his office. Embarrassed, the tribune
of the people put on speed. But the defegatton in-
“cluded Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, a woman of
considerable determination. Although she walks
with difficulty, using a cane, she hobbled after
him, calling out loudly, “Oh, Mr. Wallace, I want
to talk to you!” At which Wallace walked even
faster, saying over his shoulder, “There’s nothing
I can do in the matter, Mrs. Bethune.” Stories
differ as to whether the pursuit was suecessful
or not, but in any case the delegation got no help
or sympathy from Wallace. He was, officially and
spiritually, Elsewhere.” (pp. 21-23.)

Later in the book, Macdonald examines Wal-
lace’s record in backing the big farmer against
the poor farmer in the Agricultral Adjustment
Act days (AAA). Particularly interesting are
those pages of Wallace’s history which deal with
the sharecroppers. In 1934 a committee, headed
by Norman Thomas, prepared .a report charging
that the plight of the sharecroppers was becoming
worse under AAA.

"Wallace's reactions,” writes Macdonald, "were
those of a Secretary of Agriculture rather than a
Champion of the Common Man. He issued a counter-
statement accusing Thomas of exaggerating, for
political purposes, the plight of the share-croppers;
and he denied that AAA was affecting them ad-
versely. When Miichell (leader of the Southern
ant Farmer's union) and Thomas tried,.repeatedly,
to get an appointment to see Wallace about the
sharecroppers, the Secretary was somehow always
busy or out of town."

In addition, Macdonald documents the conflict
over whether Section 7 of the AAA should be in-
terpreted for or against the eviction of reecalcitrant
sharecroppers, a conflict which was resolved by
purging from the department the liberals who
tried to pull a “fast one” by interpreting the Act
as it-was written,

There is much else in the book that completes
the Wallace portrait: Wallace as mystic; Wallace
as spokesman for the Common Man, but unable
 to speak with or_understand “common men”

allace as scientist (the one ﬁeld—agrlcultulal
experimentation—where he has done some good) ;

.Wallace as editor of the New Republic; Wallace

as sucker for applause (something which the
Stalinists can ‘provide in ample quantity). We
pick at random. All of these contribute to an un-
derstanding of Wallace, and hence of his connec- -
tions with the Third Party. (Maedonald’s cutting
investigation of “Wallace,” the empty, pontifical
generalizations of the “Wallesian” liberals makes
especially interesting reading. A neat job that
helps to deflate the windbags).

SLAVEMASTER AGREEMENT

With all of this, however, the main thing in
the Wallace movement remains its tie with Sta-
linism, organizationally and programatieally. (It
is here that Maecdonald is weakest, revealing his
political limitations in grappling with the com-
plexities of Stalinism and Stalinoids. Our readers
wiIl find Comrade Hal Draper’s article on the

“neo-Stalinist man” in the January, 1948, New
International, very illuminating).

The Wallace movement has. many attractmns
for the people of the United States, above all for
those ‘workers who are thoroughly fed up with
~the endlessly hopeless choice between':Democrats
and Republicans. Wallace’s ace in the hole is that
he appears to offer a program of peace and se-
curity, based upon harmony between the big im-
perialist rivals. He seems to offer an end to the
cold war which is dri\ring‘ towards eruption into
“hot” war of battling armies. The Stalinists know
that this_“peace” program is a chimera. They
hope- to stymie, disrupt and blackmail the war
policies of U. S. imperialjsm, notably the Mar-
shall Plan as an instrument of that policy. And
it fits their plans to have Wallace prattle about
npeace.n

Wallace’s “peace” program is nothing less
than agreement between slavemasters to jointly
operate the_world, each ruling in his own sphere.
Whether or not the Stalinists hope for a world
under the single slave domination of Stalin (as
U. 8. imperialism looks toward a world exclusively
under its domination), it nevertheless serves their
purpose to promote acquiescence in the enslave-
ment of the east-European peoples, and others,
right here and now. That is Wallace's great value
to them. Let him, they reason, do so to save cap-
italism as he thinks he néeds to be saved; no
matter. -

Such a “peace”—even were it more than a
temporary truce pending final contest, which it
cannot be in an imperialist world—would be a
peace based upon slavery, the slavery of the
peoples of the world. Such a “peace” cannot be
tolerated, even as an.idea. It is inimical in every
conceivable way to the working class and to the
people of this country as of other countries.
Every worker must be made to understand this,
above all the worker who may yield to the lure
of the pro-capitalist Wallace - Stalinist Party
as a sign of his well-founded opposition to the
two big capitalist parties. No worker must re-
main uninformed of this. We dare not permit the
legitimate and healthy disgust which labor feels
for the two big parties to be subverted into the

reactionary channels of Stalinist strategy. And
we dare not allow it to be beguiled by such types
as Wallace. Whether Wallace sticks with “his”

. party, or switches (there is ample evidence in’

Maedonald’s book to permit us to expect anything’
of the man), his kind has nothing to offer but
disaster. “Henry Wallace—The Man and the
Myth” is sufficient of a dossier on this score. The
answer to the captalist system, its political par-
ties, its crises and its wars lies not in Stalinist
reaction, or the scheming of thejr front men
but in their very opposite: independent workmg
class organization, socialist Pprogram.,

)

The Downfall of "Dev"

After 15 years, the Fianna Fail party of de Valera
came to an inglorious end in Eire and its famous
leader was put out of office. Several of our friends and
comrades in Dublin and Belfast have written to us
about the recent general election in Iz”eland and its

significance.  Here we have put together extracts from

these various letters to give our readers a clearer pic-
ture of precisely what did happen.

The policy of the Revolutionary Socialist Party,
Irish Section of the Fourth International, was to lend
critical support to the candidates of the National Labor
Party. In a manifesto directed to the workers of Ire-
land, from which we give extracts below, this position
was advocated

“On the back of the world crises of capltahsm (just
emerging from its second bloody conflict in twenty
yvears) Fianna Fail (de Valera's party) began its head-
long dash to obscurity.

“So ends an epoch in the inglorious history of Irish
capitalism. Fifteen years of Fianna Fail has meant to the
working - class both economic and political repression.
Too well the organized workers remember the years of
the Means Test. The anti-Trade Union bill; the offences
against the State Act; the censorship of private cor-
respondence and working class literature; the persecu-
tion of republican and working class Internees: the ter-
rorist methods of the Fianna Fail 'security’ police and the
host of chronicled and unchronicled acts of bribery, cor-
ruption,-political gangsterism and the split engineered by
Lemass in the working class movement with the conniv-
ance of the present leadership of the National ‘Labor’
Party and the Congress of ‘lrish' Unions. Workers, ask

these so-called labor leaders about the secret meetings -

with the Department of Industry and Commerce before
the T. U. split and the Standstill Order and the anti-TU
bil."

“Fianna Fail, Fine Geal, Clanh and the National
Laborers (that cOuIdn’t serve fish and chips) all are
seeking to protect the faith, prestlge and political in-
tegrity of this ancient nation.”

COALITION OF FIVE GROUPS

‘Amotig other things, the Irish party is‘the first of-
ficial section of the Fourth International to come out
publicly, in a manifesto directed to workers, equally
“Against support to capitalism and Stalinist totali-
tarianism,” marking its break with the official policy
of defense of Russia.

Our informant further writes, in describing the de-
feat of de Valera, the end of his political rule—for the
time being, at least—that, “The General Election dem-
onstrates a shift away from de Valéra, mainly by sec-
tions of professional workers and the rural and urban
middle classes. Clann na Poblacta, led by Sean Me-
Bride, ex-Chief-of-Staff of the Irish Republican Army
and top-flight lawyer, personifies this tendency. The
Clann’s ‘New Deal’ politics and the all-inclusiveness of
its appeal, made serious inroads on the regroupment of
the Labor Party.

“However, the Labor Party did make some headway:
it doubled its quota of first preference votes and almost
doubled its parliamentary representation, in face of
the morale shattering split engineered by de Valera in
the unions. Petty-bourgeois influence’ is still the domi-
nating factor in Ireland due to the nature of the econ-

omy, This type of thoufrht has alwéys permcated the

labor movement with the exception of the Connolly
period. -

“The outcome of the general election has displaced
de Valera’s Fianna Fail and has placed in power a
coalition composed of five groups and ‘Independents.’
The line-up is as follows: the old-line Fine Geal, Labor,
petty-bourgeois Clann na Poblacta, small-farmers
Clann ha Talham, National ‘Labor’—who denied their
illegitimacy at the hands of de Valera and voted
against him—and a group of independent operators
that range from political boy-scouts to full- blown im-
perialists, \

"The whole character of the coalition is shot through -

with irreconcilable class conflicts and can only last as
long as their horse-deals remain discreet and maneuver-
able. All the coalition groups are attempting to do is to
smash the de Yalera hynosis and retrench financially for
another election in the near future. The interim program
of the coalition is a composite of programmatic points
of the different groupings. Abolition of the recently im-
posed tax on beer, cigarettes, cinemas and greyhound
racing. Improved health service and reforms in local
government and education.

“EVery party in the coalition has compromised it-
self in this attempt to diseredit de Valera and to retain
the prerogative—of tl’}e Prime Minister’'s—of calling
another general electioh at the propitious moment,”

HANG TOGETHER—OR SEPARATELY!

And finally, writing from Belfast in Northern Ire-
land, our correspondent Bob Armstrong summarizes the
election in the following terms:

“The election underscores the fact that Eire still re-
mains a conservative backwater amongst the nations.
Social relations have become petrified. The peasants,
despite their drab condltmns, feel that their little farms
give them a stake in the system. The influence of the
church is terrific. Full employment in Britain acts as
a’ safety valve, drawing many of the potentially rebel-
lious elements of the youth. Political adventurers of the
stamp of McBride ha'rdly exist in the more important
countries. McBride is a former IRA (Irish Republican
Army) figure. He formed Clann no Poblacta out of
the disintegrating ranks of the IRA; and out of a crew
of careerists who sensed the waning of de Valera's
influence he formed the leadership. Overnight he aban-
doned his program—a mish-mash of contradictory re-
formist slogans, with the end of partition as a focal
point—for the sake of a cabinet position.

"The Labor Party—which gained some seats, reflect-
ing a modest left swing among the workers—has likewise
been sold up the river by its leadership, greedy for the
prestige of office. The coalition is easily explained. If
de Valera hod been permiﬂed to form a cabinet he
would have seéired the first promising oppertunity to go
to the poll again, and he would in all probability have
cnmplefely smashed the Clann; thus ensuring a stable
Fiahna Fall regime for a further period. Having been shut
out of office for so long, the rival politicians' couldn't
bear to think of sitting in the opposition benches any
longer. Hang together, or hang separately! There you
have the whole meaning of the coalition.

"Immedlately following the Eire election there was
the special meeting of the Northern Labor Party to
work'out a policy on partition. Decision: To have no
policy. Members will take a pos:tlon in public according
to the dlctates of theu own conscience.”

A Line - - But What a Lme’

In a burst of virtuius candor, the'"

Socialist Workers Party reports in  port Wallace!

would lead the reader not to. sup-

SWP Makes Phenomenul Analysis in Rejecting Wallace Supporl-

not “lieutenants,” would it be an im-
provement, according to the SWP?)

The Militant of March 1 that the
plenary session of the party consid-
ered the Wallace guestion and voted
22 to 1, with four abstentions, against
supporting Wallace.

That something was afoot was ob-
vious to all readers of The Militant
who followed that paper’s phenome-
nal coverage of the Wallace issue.
(Of course, readers, or for that mat-
ter many of the SWP members, were
not let in on the secret that there was
a division of opinion on so important
a matter.) Now that the matter has
been decided by decision of the ple-
num, and democratically reported, the
line is still . . . phenomenal.

i When the Wallace candidacy story
first “broke,” The Militant responded
with an article that made some sense,
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From the Opium Den
“STALINISTS UTILIZE MASS'

PRESSURE TO MAKE DEAL
WITH CZECH CAPITALISTS"”

—Headline in The Militant,

March 8, 1948.

A z /S

That is, it related the Wallace Party
to Stalinist plans for manipulation of
the working class. Thereafter, how-
ever, The Militant diligently covered
the Wallace news each week and
achieved the miraculous in so doing.
For it managed to report the Wallace
campaign with, in same cases, no ref-
erence at all, in other cases, passing,
incidental reference to the Stalinists.
As we observe elsewhere in this is-
sue, to discuss the Wallace movement
without constant and repeated refer-
ence to the Stalinists who conceived.
it, is indeed an achievement . . . like
reporting Czechoslovakia  without
reference to what the Stalinists are

actually doing there. (And The Mili-

“tant has accomplished that feat as
well.)

FACTS WITHOUT FACTS '

From The Militant a reader could
learn that Wallace was a demagogue
and that he’s “to the left” of Truman,
and “even” of the trade union lead-
ers.  But a reader- could not learn
anything about Wallace's connection
with Stalinism. In The Militant, a
reader could see a certain amount
of criticism of the Wallace party
(a ‘third capitalist party is “inade-
quate,” has “weaknesses”). But very
little of the kind of criticism whiech

' are

And the fact is that a great many
people, including SWP members,
had the impression that the SWP
was supporting Wallace, which it
was in effect. We had occasion to
talk to some SWPers in various
parts of the  country recently, and
enceouraged by what seemed to be The
Militant’'s line, they seemed to be
drifting toward support of Wallace
—if not toward advocating official
party support (the party will run
its own -candidate¥y then individual
support (like when the Stalinists
ran Browder technically, but actu-
ally supported Roosevelt).

To be generous, and even if The
Militant and SWP didn't let “out-
siders” into the secret of dissent,

"we might assumie that The Militant

line was what it was because the
National - Committee of the SWP
was still in the process of .discussing,
the matter. We might, that is, if the
statement by the NC, a statement

“which categorically and completely

rejects support of Wallace, were
very much better than what The
Militant has had up to now. The NC
statemeént tears Wallace* apart as a
capitalist candidate, says he is no
good and that nobody should vote
for him and that he can injure in-
dependent political labor action.
But how does it do it? We quote:
“The liberal bourgeois politician,
Wallace, personally dominates and
directs it [the new party—Ed.], set-
ting its tone and formulating its
policy. He is subject to control by
no one. The Stalinists, concerned
solely with their pressure cam-
paign for a compromise agreement
between Washington and the Krém-
lin [what a polite way to puf it—
Ed.] obediently follow in his foot-
steps. The organized labor move-

- ment is absent. Actually the bour-

geois and petty bourgeois liberals
in command; the Stalinists
serve as their lieutenants and the
ranks trail alopg.”

" IMPROVEMENT IS SMALL

There The Militant and the SWP
have finally gotten around to
bracketing Wallace with the Stalin-
ists. But in what a way! So the Sta-
linists are merely “obediently follow-
ing”? They are only the “lieuten-

. ants”? Most people séem to have the

impression, based upon a compilation
of facts, that the Stalinists generalled
" the movement and that whatever may
" happen to Wallace and his party later,
it takes its orders from the Stalinists

+ TODAY. -(We-are caught wondering: - |+ *

if the Stalinists were “captains” and

That is pretty much the sum and
substance of what The Militant and
the SWP have to say about the Sta-
linists and this third party-in an offi-
cial NC statement! More than before
perhaps; but, in reality, the addition
is small improvement., Regardless of
how accurate other things said in
the statement may be, the whole of
it adds up to a disgrace by the sim-
ple fact of its skirting what is most
essential.

There are those who see the SWP
behaving increasingly as the left wing

of Stalinismi—as in union policy, Wal- -

lace palicy, ete. But what kind of wis-
dom on the Wallace moverent can

-be expected from people who write

that in Czechoslovakia the Stalinists
are capitulating to Benes?

SWP and Unity

We've got to report it some place
and this is as good a place as any.
The same issue of The Militant which
carries the SWP statement on Wal-
lace, and their decision to run Far-
rell Dobbs for president, reports:

“Owing to the explicit repudiation
of unity by the Nov. 1947 plenary, de-
cision of the Workers Pary, the ple-
nuim [that is, the. SWP’'s plenum—
Ed.] in a special resolution recognized
that the guestion of SWP-WP unity
was terminated ‘as a realistic possi-

bility’ The vote was unanimous,
‘with two abstentions.”

Readers who wish to know what
the WP actually said in its November,
1947 plenary decision can read the
full text of the WP resolution in the
December, 1947, issue of The New
International. '
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THE WAC AND THE WAVE PROGRAM

In a recent article in which he raised a modest
alarm at the growing militarization of the United
States, Hanson W. Baldwin, the mlhtaly analyst,
made an acute obsetrvation.

"There are,” he said, "some purely military
measures which . . . give a few of our officers—
particularly those of our ‘civilian components'—
some disquiet. We are, for instance, planning to
perpetuate the wartime Wacs and Wayes and to
put women into uniform permanently as part of
our armed forces—something that would have been
unthinkable twenty years ago, and an act of far-
reaching  psychological importance."

Baldwin is of course right when he says that
such a poliey would have been unthinkable twenty
years ago. The tide of post-World War I disil-
lusion was then running high. No serious effort to
increase the size of the army would have had the
slightest chance of success—nor was one attempt-
ed. At that time the thought of proposing the ad-
dition of women’s units hardly came within the
realm even of speculation.®

The army was very small, was entirely vol-
unteer, and was largely composed of the flotsam
and jetsam of society. The size of the armed for-
ces was governed in good part by the low esteem
in' which the military life was held, the avail-
ability of civilian jobs, and— from the point of
view of ruling class— the geographical isolation
from the smouldering fires.in Europe, a false esti-
mation of the entente forces, and a lack of un-
derstanding of the scale of the next war. The
problem of augmenting the “manpower” of the
army was not even posed.

There also existed at that time cnnsnderable
respect for the disabilities of women caused by
their physiological makeup, their role as bearers
and nurturers of children, and their position as
homemakers. That there was also a considerable
portion of Male Superiority in all this goes with-
out saying.

THE CHANGING TIMES

In the past twenty years all of these conditions
which militated against the creation of such in-
stitutions as the Wacs and the Waves have largely
disappeared.

Cynicism about war has been supplanted by
cynicism-plus-nimbed-acceptance. This has been
indeed, on the one hand, by the monumental growth
of the capitalist state's powers of physical, mental,
and psychological coercion, and, on the other, by
the decline of socialist opposition fo war and its
replacement by Stalinist methods. The inability to
oppose war as a whole means the inability to op-
pose its constituent elements such as the Wacs and
the Waves, for instance.

The world-wide commitments of the United
States have destroyed the small army concept.
It is recognized that the next war will be more
nearly total than the last. England and Germany
established the pattern with women units in World
War II. Since the manpower commitments promise
'to be so exceptiofally ‘large in World War III,
"it is important that at least a token Waec and
Wave organization be set up now to facilitate the
conseription of women v:hich will be inevitable
later.

One of the superiorities of capitalism over
feudalism was the enhanced status of women which
it permitted. The decline of capitalism in the past
twenty years has undermined many of the good
aspects of standards and practices in regard to
women which have been set up. The establish-
ment of the Waes and the Waves is in part an
example of this trend. To the extent which a ra-
tional intellectual, psychological, sexual, and
marital life is possible under capitalism, institu-
tions such as the Wacs and the Waves inhibit it.
It is true that the military life destroys many
old fetishes. But it offers little in return other
than a brutalizing military atmosphere,

POSITIVE ASPECTS

There is a little matter of dialecties involved
here, however. With all its iniquities, the factory
system removed women from the stultifying com-
pany of children, stoves, husbands, and mops, and
birought them in touch with the real world.

The Waes and Waves performed the same
service in World War II. Therein lies the reason
why more than one girl with a taste for freedom
joined the armed forces during the war. It al-

.

lowed her to break out of a world of soap eperas,

doting parents, hysteria, simple-mindédness, and
“The Ladies’ Home Journal.” It gave her in
some small measure what the women of Europe
have: experienced in tragic fullness: a sense of
the provisional character of existence in our
epoch. It raised their social awareness a little.

Life in the Wacs and the Waves will bcome
even more instructive in the future—especially
when these services are forced, as they will be, to
resort to conscriptiomm The smug complacency of
so many American women, based on the unparal-
leled productive capacity of U.S. capitalism—and
so revolting when contrasted with the fate of
women abroad— will be submitted to rude shocks.
Their social consciousness will be awakened as it
never could be under normal conditi

But these positive aspects of the Wac and
Wave program have only latent value in themselves.
For their force to be felt will require the inter-
vention of socialist ldeology. Otherwise the pro-
gram will indeed be solely "an act of far-reaching
psyclmlog:cul importance.” That is to say, in pro-
posing to establish the Wacs and the Waves as
permanent institutions in the armed forces U..S.
capital is clearly declaring its intention to draw

the womanhood of the country into the next. llelo-

caust.
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LABOR 'ACTION

; One of the reasons it is so difficult to play the
unappetizing role of “liberal” front for Stalinism
is that the Stalinists, especially as their masters
in Europe become more powerful, are so ungrate-
ful for services rendered. You'd think for ex-
ample thal the Stalinists would be all beatitude
and beams toward Wallace and Taylor, who are
helping them put across their main political plank
for America: the defeat, at whatever cost, of the
pro-Marshall plan forces—i.e.,, in this case the
victory of Taft and the Republicans. But no,
even though they provide the claques for Wal-
lace’s meetings, the political basis for the Wallace
movement and the workers for his campaign,
they are not ready to countenance everything
Wallace and Taylor say. For, with their usual
foresight, they anticipate a situation in which
Wallace and Taylor might desert them; and they

prepare for such an eventuality.

An amusing instance of this “ingratitude” is
seen in the Daily Worker of March 1, 1948, where
Joseph Starobin, Stalinist foreign affairs expert,
takes Taylor to task for having dared to think
that the Czech coup had anything to do with Rus-
sia. When asked about this by a Daily Worker
reporter Taylor had replied, “I imagine it was the

result of pressure by the Russians.”

affairs....”

This Commissar Starobin cannot countenance.
He informs Taylor that “the minute anyone
‘imagines’ that all progressive change is ‘Soviet-
inspired’ he weakens himself as a fighter for pro-
gress.” And while it is true, says Starobin, that
“Nothing which is democratic and progressive
can be anti-Soviet...,” still “to grant for a mo-
ment_ Czechoslovakia’s changes are under Soviet
pressure hds the effect of robbing each people of
their nationality, their specific character, their
own inherent right to determine their own

This late quote is precious. Starobin wants
Wallace and Taylor not merely to help defeat the
Marshall Plan, but also to condone each Stalinist
move in Europe. Otherwise, there is danger for
them. And mind you, if you-admit that Russia
had a hand in the Czech events, then you are
“robbing each people of their nationality.”

It would seem to most people that if you make
such an admission—which even the mildest atten-
tion. to facts requires— you are then suggest-
ing that it is Stalinist Russia which “robs each
people of their nationality,

But no. Since such a thought cannot even be
countenanced in the Stalinist mental concentra-
tion eamp, it means that you—whoever you are,

DISPUTE POSITION TAKEN BY LABOR ACTION

S ARE SIMPLY UNTHINKABLE!

‘Senator Taylor or an
“robbing each people of their nationality.”

So each time Stalinist Russia forces another
country into its orbit, those who notice that Rus-
sian pressure was involved are depriving the un-
fortunate vietim of its
mine (its) own affairs.”

AND USEFULNESS MAY END

This sort of Stalinist logic, ‘whatever momen-
tary amusement it may afford, is, however, quite

intelligent person—are

“inherent right to deter-

consistent with the entire Stalinist approach. No

" as in faet it does.

matter what you do, keep intoning certain words
and phrases: “progressive, democratic, freedom-
loving.” In this way many are fooled and misled.

(What is truly tragic, however, is that there
are some people who are fooled not by such words
as “progressive” and “democratic” but by other
words such as “nationalization of industry” and
“degenerated workers’ state” which lead to the
support of Stalinist totalitarianism.)

In the meantime, however, let Wallace and
Taylor observe: at the moment they are great
herges of the “progressive coalition.” As soon as
their usefulness to Stalinism is over, they will be
dumped as unceremoniously as their European
counterparts. Starobin’s article is a first sign.

Of

By EUGENE KELLER

NEW YORK — The Workers Defense
League held an all-day conierence on
“Forced Labor— World Menace to
Freedom” on February 28, including
AFL and CIO uxdions. Among the

. speakers were: Jack Altman (United

Wholesale, Retail and Department
Store Employees, CIO), Martin Ger-
ber (regional director, UAW-CIO),
Israel Feinberg (International Ladies’
Garment Workers Union, AFL), H.
L. Mitchell, president, National Farm-
ers Union; Harold Isaacs, Eugene
Lyons, James T. Farrell.

Designed not so much io cite the
facts on slave labor in Russia and
some colonial area, or peonage in the
South, as to voice concern with the
growing threat of slave labor, the
conference attempted to counteract
an apathy which abets the spread of
slave labor. :

While three simultaneous panels
dealt with peonage in the U. S,, slave

labor in the colonial areas and slave
labor in Russia, it was only natural
that conditions in so vast and power-
ful a country as Russia were regard-
ed as the most dangerous threat.

ABETTED BY ALLIES

The WDL needs no apologies for
“jumping on Russia,” said James T.
Farrell, adding that the Stalinists, the
Henry Wallaces etc. are no less reac-
tionary than the Rankins, Bilbos and
the other members of the House “Un-
American” Committee, for they blind
themselves to the crimes of those

whom they defend. In Russia, he said, '

a new social class has come into ex-
istence, a class without hope, with
jts humanity almost destroyed, serv-
ing as the economic base of h police
state. Starvation and the absence of
means to satisfy the most primitive
needs are used to dehumanize and
destroy the moral fiber of men and
women. Only “blind monkeys” — the

| Contributions to the Discussion on the Palestine Issue

-
"Cease Fire!"
-
Partition Slogan
Editor: ‘

.Comrade  Judd's elaborate defense
of the “Editorial Tragedy” on Pales-
ting fails, in my opinion, to clear that
editorial of the basic charge leveled
against it, namely, that it HEDGED

“on the partition guestion and evaded
giving a POLITICALLY RELEVANT
answer to the IMMEDIATE problem
qf Palestine,

! For some mysterious reason Judd's
biief compels him to resort to crude
mjsrepresentations of Palestine real-

itigs.

]is an example, Judd insists on
spabking of the fighting in Palestine
as if the Jewish nationalist move-
ment has “gone to war to affect this

. partition.”

Is this the case or is the reverse
true?

.'The real situation can be briefly

. summarized thus: The Mufti-con-
trolled Arab nationalist movement,
. digkctly -abetted by the six Arab

states and indirectly by Great Brit-

ain, is waging planned warfare
against the Jewish population of
Palestine,

_The strategic aim of this war is to
orpate unmanageable chaos and vio-
lgnoe ‘which will convince the UN
that partition is not realizable with-
out, major armed intervention. This,
it is hoped, will lead to a reopening
of the question by the UN.

Thus understood, the interests of
the anti-partition struggle run direct-
ly coynter to the appeal to “Cease
Fire =

On the other hand, no circumstance

.wpfher then the cessation of the fra-

“Hricidal hostilities can do more to in-
sure the implementation of the parti-
tion plan.

“Ceage Fire” is in essence a pro-
partition slogan.

It is no surprise, therefore, for
those acquainted with the Palestine
situation (which unfortunately does
not include Judd nor the writer of
the. disputed editorial) that appeals
to “Cease Fire” have comie ONLY
from the pro-partitionist camp and
not from the Arab nationalist camp.

Judd apparently has the delusion
that LABOR ACTION is alone or
was- the first to issue the call to
“Cease Fire.”

By YETTA BARSH, Fund Drive Director

MARCH 8—Although this report is of all Fund Drive money
received up to deadline time, and though we are compelled to
report that with $14,697.83 collected, we are $302.17 short <f
our $15,000 goal, we feel that we are so close to the $15,000
that it is not unwarranted to say that the Fund Drive wds
successfully fulfilled. The Drive has officially ended; never-
theless; we have received assurances from a number of the
participating units that they are still making collections and
that they expect to be able to continue to send in money on the

Comrade Judd “discovers” a con-
tradiction between Al Findley's sup-
port of the slogan “Cease Fire” and
Leon Shield’s demand to break the
treacherous imperialist arms block-
ade against the Jews of Palestine.

Without claiming analogous situa-
tions but merely to illustrate a point,
let us take a not too far-fetched in-
stance of a prolonged race riot be-
tween Southern poor whites and Ne-
groes.

Would we not, in such an instance,
call for an immediate cessation of the
fratricidal rioting, and at the same
time vigorously oppose any govern-
mental restrictions on the sale of
arms to the Negroes for self-defense
as playing into the hands of the
lynchers.

Is there anything in the.Palestine
picture that would justify the denial
of the right of self-defense to the
Jewish population of that country? I
hope we are not going to hear echoes
of the Stalinist line of 1929 which
placed the stamp of aggression on the
legitimate defense efforts of the Jew-
ish population.

RESULTS OF PARTITION DEFEAT

It must be apparent to even Judd
that .the war AGAINST partition
could be waged only with the aid of
foreign arms, the intervention by for-
eign recruits and with the almost
direct diplomatic support and indi-
rect military aid of the imperialist
power occupying Palestine.

It should also be apparent that the
strategic and oil interests of Amer-
jcan imperialism are pushing the
United States into support of British
policy. The conjunctural election as-
pirations of the Truman administra-
tion and the Republican Party alone
stand in the way of a complete re-
versal of U. S. policy.

At this point the defeat of partition
can result in: (1) Continued British
rule of Palestine under a Morrison-
Grady plan; or (2) an Arab national
state. Obviously, the former is the
more probable eventuality.

Looked at in this way, the struggle
against partition is, in effect, a strug-
gle against the early independence
of Palestine from continued Anglo-
American rule. (This view is con-
firmed by Russia’s support of parti-
tion, which stems from. the realiza-

tion that partition is the only plan
likely to tear strategic Palestine out
of the tight control of Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialism.)

FOR CRITICAL SUPPORT

Partition is, unfortunately, the only
way out of the impasse. It is admit-
tedly a bad solution. It must, how-
ever, be accepted as the politically
indicated transition stage to a truly
democratic solution—a unified, bi-na-
tional Palestine.

Partition is the de jure recognition
of the distrust engendered between
the two peoples. The Arabs do not
trust the Jews and the Jews do not
trust the Arabs.

This means that two states in Pal-
estine is the only way that BOTH
peoples of Palestine can, TODAY,
gain a measure of self-determination
and independence.

The truth. of this thesis is not di-
minished by pointing to imperialist
forces that fish in the troubled wa-
ters. ANY solution offered today runs
the danger of being messed up by im-
perialist meddling.

Partition IS realizable WITHOUT
imperialist intervention if the active
enlistment of Anglo-Arab League im-
perialism :in the anti - partition war
were ended by the progressive anti-
imperialist forces of the world.

Judd insists that the right to self-
determination can’t be invoked even
as a permissive justification of parti-
tion in Palestine. Why? Because the
Arabs too are oppressed by imperial-
ism and are struggling for national
liberation. Hence they cannot be con-
sidered oppressors. If the Arabs are
not oppressors, asks Judd, how can
you invoke the right of self-determi-
nation against them?

Our honored editor must indeed be
suffering from - historical amnesia.
Else how could he have ignored the
many instances in modern history
where several peoples fought to free
themselves from a common imperial-
ist oppressor and, yet, in the very mo-
ment of liberation, the more numer-
ous people attempted to deprive the
smaller people of its national rights.

Comrade Judd's masterful study in
confusion deserves further considera-
tion, but the 1,000 word limitation has
been reached.

Ed Findley.

v

Charges Errors
In Judd Article

Editor:. ’

The following are some of the er-
rors in Comrade Judd's article on
Palestine:

1) His conception of what is hap-
pening in the country is given most
clearly in this analogy: “Suppose
Britain had proposed an Indian divi-
sion unacceptable to the Hindus but
accepted by the Moslem League. And
that then the Moslems, armed and
supplied by British imperialism, had
gone to war to support this partition?
This . . . would be closer to the pic-
ture presented by Palestine.” This
means—if it means anything at all—
that the British proposed the parti-
tion, that the Jews accepted it, and
that the British are supplying the
Jews with 'the weapons against the
Arabs. ' !

I shall not repeat the facts which
I cited in my last article to show that
the British are straining every ounce
of strength at their command to block
partition, and to impose unity under

rab domination upon the country.

hat this was the main reason why,
during the war, they followed a pol-
icy of having as many Jews exter-
minated as possible is documented in
almost so many words in the Mor-
genthau Diaries. During the past two
weeks they have taken the follow-
ing actions. (1) Intercepted another
ship of Jewish refugees; (2) protested
to Bulgaria against its permitting
Jews to uyse Bulgarian ports; (3)
bombed a Jewish newspaper (that
this was done by British police was
revealed by an Arab paper, which the
British have since suspended); (4)
warned, ‘through Creech Jones,
against lifting the arms embargo;
(5) continued openly to supply the
Arabs with arms.

Upon what single fact does Judd
base his opinion that the British are
for the partition of Palestine? What
more could British imperialism pos-
sibly do, short of declaring war on
the Jews, to make Comrade Judd un-
derstand that it is bent upon impos-

/ ing unity upon the country?

2) Judd asks us: “Is it not obvious
that it is intervening imperialism—
who are stimulating the firing?” Of
course this is obvious. To establish

an open flow of arms to one side,
while - maintaining a blockade and
embargo against the other, certainly
stimulates the first (the Arabs) to
violence, while forcing the other side
to, defend itself (also by violence).
Britain certainly gains from this. But

there is nothing that the Jews can -

do to change this—the violence can
be stopped only by the Arabs, 1t is
thoroughly false to say smugly that
both sides are equally reactionary.
Don’t we have a right to expect ev-
eryone to understand such a simple
relationship? '

3) Comrade Judd states that one
of the reasons why he does not sup-
port partition in Palestine is that,
unlike the situation in India, the
Arabs did not agree to it. This im-
plies that if the Hindus had not
agreed to permit partition, he would
not have supported Moslem right to
it. Even the slightest reflection should
show that to support self-determina-
tion only on the basis that the domi-
nant nation agrees to it, is to oppose
the right of self-deterrination. (How-
ever, whereas in India a nation has
been partitioned, in Palestine only a
geographic territory has been divided
between two different nations).

4) Comrade Judd tells us that be-
fore we can support a national strug-
gle, “it must be carried on indepen-
dently . . . of any third imperialist
force.” Until the triumph of social-
ism on an international scale, an im-
perialist force will never be absent
from any colonial struggle anywhere
on earth. A recent example is the
case of Syria and Lebanon. Ever
since World War I Britain has backed
Arab nationalism in these two coun-
tries against France, and against the
Jews in Palestine. The decisive pres-
sure in forcing France to quit these
countries was supplied by England.
Yet no one would have refused to
support the Arabs on that account,
or demanded that the struggle be
suspended until England and France
composed their differences, so as to
have a pure colonial revolution,

5) “Pray, do not tell us the British
mandate is ending —yes, to be re-
placed by the UN mandate, controlled
by America,” says Comrade Judd. In
this amazing sentence -Comrade Judd
himself recognizes that which he
prays us not to tell him—i.e., that
the British mandate IS ending. But,

98 Percent of Goal Reached in Fund Drive

(quota: $800). Cleveland too expects to be able to send in T.os Angeles (81 percent) and National Office (81 percent ful-

additional contributions.

We have not yet heard from Los Angeles as to the pos-
sibilities of it increasing its contributions which now total
$406.50 (81 percent). The National Office promises that it will
be able to increase its total by at léast $200. As was reported
in this column some weeks ago, circumstances beyond the con-
trol of the National Office make it impossible for it to come’
much closer to its large quota.

On the whole, the response of our various units in the Drive
has been good. The performances of our new branches especially

fillment with the likelihood of increasing its contributions).
In conclusion, we want to thank all of our members, friends
and sympathizers who have contributed so generously to our
Party and to our work. We hope to be able to prove to you
our appreciation by continuation and improvement of our
work and of our publication, program. We shall be happy to
report to you at a later date the sum total collections in this

Drive after all of the units have collected and sent to us their

pledges outstanding.

Drive during the next couple of weeks. deserve commendation: Pittsburgh raised almost double its $25 Branch Quota Pet.
New York City, which has contributed a total of $3845.98, quota:; West Virginia fulfiilled completely its $150 quota, despite Manhattan SYL ..........cococneee $30.00 $72.00 240
or 98 percent of its quota, reports thaf it will not only be able many difficulties; San Diego increased its total pledges to $26.25, Pittsburgh 25.00 45.00 180
to collect the balance of $154.02 for 100 percent fulfillment, despite the fact that it had no quota and was organized as a St. Louis . 35.00 56.00 160
but’'that it will exceed its quota by a few hundred dollars in  unit of our Party during the last month of the Drive. . Buffalo ............. £00.00 800.00 133
the next two or three weeks. San Francisco, which worked so As is so often the case, the youth led all of the units in this Philadelphia ............ccccceeeennee. 400.00 502.50 126
systematically and energétically at the collection of its sizeable Drive in the rate of oversubseriptions; the Manhattan Unit of Baltimore 100.00 123.75 124
quota of $1,000, missed out only by $37; in-all likelihood, it the Socialist Youth League had a quota of $30 and succeeded Connmecticut ...........cooeeeee 50.00 60.00 120
will be able to raise the remaining $37 of its quota. Detroit in raising a total of $72. Baltimore, Buffalo and Philadelphia Hibbing ....... 5.00 6.00 120
reports that it is holding a social for the benefit of the Fund have been mentioned in this column on numerous occasions for 5an Pedro .............cocins 100,00 120.00 120
Drive on March 13, and that it expects that the profits of that their early and sizable oversubscriptions in the Drive. 8t. Louis, Xeading .........cccoovreiinicninns 75.00 87.00 116
affair, plus the additional pledges which are being collected, Connecticut, Hibbing, San Pedro, Reading, Streator, Cleveland, Streator ... 20.00 23.00 115
will. raise its total Fund Drive contributions to over $900 Seattle, Akron and Newark also deserve mention for their over- Cleveland . 500.00 572.00 114
subseriptions. Seattle 400.00 440.00 110
. Despite their modest size, our Ohic branches have done re- Akron 400.00 435.75 109
R : Do vo hare! Help u markably well in this Drive. We would like our readers and Newark . ... 400.00 408.84 ' 102
hit ﬁf: dl%? ;grlégz%m;;iﬁigysend flsu;t)?:racontribullio: friends fo know that these branches made substantial contribu- Boston ... .. - 60,00 60.00 100
immediately. ; tions to our Party just prior to the commencement of the Drive. Chicago (...« 1.500.00 1,500.00 100
: WORKERS PARTY Our Akron Branch has been particularly generous, and when one Detroit 800,00 802.00 100
: considers that its quota was set prior to the transfer out of this Indiana ... 50.00 50.00 100
4 Court Square branch of a number of its members and that it nevertheless went New York Misc. 20.00 20.00 100
Long Island City 1, N. Y. over its $400 quota, only then is one able #o appreciate the Oregon ... 50.00 50.00 100
: . . sacrifice and energy of our Akron comrades. West Yirginia .. 150.00 150.00 100
Enclosed find a $..cvvvecininacnrannnns contribution to the Since this marks the official end of our Fund Drive, our Youngstown ... ... 200.00 200.00 100
$15,000 fund drive \ . | readers may be interested in the following recapitulation: Of New York City .........cco..e 4,000.00 3,845.98 96
 dudes b . the 28 units participating in the Drive from its very béginning, San Francisco ... 1,000.00 963.26 96
:NGW wee DO cvssisrncrenns (the twenty-ninth unit, San Diego, never had a quota) 15 ex- Miscellaneous ... 40.00 37.00 93
shabel . ceeded their respective quotas and 8 others fulfilled them com- Los Angeles ........ 500.00 406.50 81
ﬂdd‘f'm K pletely; 5 participating units did not fulfill' their quotas. New National Office .. weene 3,500.00 2,835.00 81
' ol York City (which achieved 96 percent and which promises to  San Diego ... —_— 26.26 I
C‘w State.ceresesssersssses go over its quota), San Francisco (which achieved 96 percent ' —
AR and which may fulfil its quota), Miscellaneous (93 percent), _ . .. . . . $15000.00 $14,697.83 98

he adds, it is “to be" replaced by an
American mandate —ie,, in the fu-
ture. Perhaps. In the future, even the
hysterically assimilationist New York
Times, which frightens its readers
with the bogey of a Russian foot-
hold in Palestine, may be proved cot-
reet.

WHAT IS THE FUTURE?

\ But this has not happened yet. It is
only one of the possible eventualities
which may crystallize from the situa-
tion (in my opinion, an unlikely even-
tuality). What happens in the future
will be determined by many unfore-
seeable factors, one of the most im-
portant of which is the question of
whether the Jews get arms or not.

If the Jews get arms, it should be
clear that this will deprive imperial-
jsts of any excuse to intervene. Even
the sending in of outside troops would
not necessarily change the situation
basically (any more than the use of
British force changed the situation in
Syria and Lebanon), Barring a major
imperialist war, the only possibility
for a decisive change for the worse
is the establishment of a mew out-
right mandate by some other power,
or by Britain. Neither of these will
happen as long as the Jews. are
armed.

I shall discuss some of the other
errors in Comrade Judd's presenta-
tion in a future article.

Leon SHIELDS, Feb. 21, 1948.
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' Conference Asks Commission
Inquiry on Slave Labor

Stalinists and their apologists — can,
in the year 1948, equate industrial to
social progress. .

That all the Allies, specifically the
U. S., share respohsibility for slave
labor in Russiz ~was repeatedly
brought out. Reference was made to
the Yalta agreement, which permits
the use of prisoners of war as slave
laborers. Four million Germans re-
main unrepatriated, three years after
the war’s end; of them two million
are still in Russia, the other two mil-
lion in Western Europe. The Allied"
Control Council in its proclamation
No. 2 (August 13, 1945) agreed to the
drafting of manpower in ‘its respec-
tive zones in Germany. Hull, in his
memoirs, published in the New York
Times of Feb. 27, repeatedly men-
tions Roosevelt’s unreserved concur-
rence in the drafting and use of Ger-
man manpower, which, in effect, is
the equivalent of slave labor.

H. L. Mitchell, president of the Na-
tional Farmers Union, stated that
peonage was common in the U. S,
where a sharecropper owed a debt
to a landowner. The man’s labor pow-
er becomes a lien on his debt. His
creditor, if he chooses, can “sell” this
debt to another landowner, and the
sharecropper’s labor power becomes
this landowners’ “property.” Aother
common abuse is suffered by Mexi-
cans imported into the Southern bor<
der regions as farm and range labor-
ers.

All speakers supported the strug-
gles, past and projected, of the WDL
against slave labor and peonage, no
matter where it appeared. They also
endorsed,’ and promised the aid of
their organizations, in the specific
actions proposed: the setting up of
a commission of inquiry, consisting
of prominent persons, and charged

with taking testimony on slave labor |

in all major centers of the world, as
well as the exhausting of all and any
other channels of protest and infor-
mation (including the United Na-
tions), to make people conscious of
the existence and danger of slave
labor. -

While the speakers evidenced a will
to fight on this issue, we cannot fail
to remark that most (not all) -of
them were not quite so militant in
days past, when militancy might have
“embarrassed” a war effort designed
to serve and further the interests of
the very forces which generate slave
labor. If today a commission of in=-
quiry is needed—and it is—to drama-
tize the facts on slave labor, it is not
amiss to recall_that many of those
present at the conference contributed
to the apathy and moral callousness
against which they now inveigh, -

A “world-wide abolitionist moves
ment,” called for by Rev. Donald
Harrington, chairman of WDL, can
be a progressive force only if it helps
to organize the third camp of the
world working class. For neither Rus=
sia nor the United States is capable
of abolishing anything save humanity
itself.

.

The New

INTERNATIONAL

A Monthly Organ of Revolutionary ‘Marxism

4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N¢Y.
Six Issues —$1.25; Twelve Issues —$2.00
Enclosed is [] $1.25 — [7$2.00 for
O Six Month — [] One Year Subscripfion to

NAME
ADDRESS

ZONE NO.._ STATE




	v12n11-p1-mar-15-1948-LA
	v12n11-p2-mar-15-1948-LA
	v12n11-p3-mar-15-1948-LA
	v12n11-p4-mar-15-1948-LA

