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that: -

‘invelving foreign-policy....

but twice and three times;

back to the Nazis!

‘How Stalin’
The Polish Jews .

One c-f the most frequent defénses which Amerlcan Stalinists of- -

. fered for thegHitler-Stalin pact was that when Stalin marched into
Poland he thereby saved thousands of Jews from falling into the hands

* of Hitler. The argument, for all its'speciousness, succeeded in attract-
ing, if not enthusiasm for the pact, then a certain tolerance among
Americans, especially American’ Jews. That .Stalin, by signing the
péct, helped Hitler march into Poland in the first place either did not
occur to them ‘or seemed irrelevant to the actual problem of what to do

. once Hitler did attack Poland. That is the way semi-Stalinists thought
and it was on this line of thinking that. the CP and its Jewish section .
harped with espeeial- vehemence.. !

Now, however, t_l_1at many of the secret doduments with regatds to
the Hitler-Stalin pact have been revealed a new light is thrown on
this matter. We read in a memorandum by the State Secretary of the
German Foreign Oﬂice, one Wemsaeeker, issued on Decemher 5, 1939

"Colonel Glnernl Keitel falophenul ‘me hd’uy on the following mat-
ter: Lately there have been repeated wrangles on the boundary be-
tween Russia. and the Government General (of the Nazi occupation in

" Poland—Ed.) info: which the army, foo, was dnawn. The expulsion of
;" Jews 'into Russian ferritory, in particular; did ‘not proceed as smoothly -
. as had uppamnlly been' expected. i

“in practice, the procedure was, for e:ul.'nple. ﬂlﬂf at a quiet place

_ in the woods, a thousand Jews were expelled across the Russian berder;

15 kilometers, away, they came back, ‘with the Ruulqn commander fry-

ing to force the German: one to readmit the group. As It was a case

' (the report coqﬂnuu by discussing inner
Nazi rolutinnshlps with regard to how to handle this problem.)

These are' sentences that should e ‘read very camfully, not once

For they give the lie ccmpletely and lrlemedmbly to the Stalinist
c!alm that the Russian invasion of Poland was motivated by a desire
“to help the Polish Jews. Here we discover that when the Nazis them-
selves tried to push JEWS into the Russian zone, the Russians—rather
*. than weleoming the Jews, rather than takmg them into their area and
saving them from Nazi death camps—proceeded to drive them rlght :

. Notice, further, that the document quoted above speaks of this not
as an isolated event but mentions it as an ‘éxample of a procedure, a
pattern. In other wotds, the incident must have been repeated many
times, otherwise why should the Nazi General Keitel have complained?

What will the American Stalinists say i'q this? What will their Jewish
paper, the Freiheit, say? Will they stiill continue to speak of the Hitler-
Stalin division of Poland as a means of *
will they try to brazen out the scandal by silence?—I. H.

'deved"--f

'saving" the Polish Jews? Or

7, -Gandhl Assassmaﬂon

Stirs Cnses In Iindia

By HENRY JUDD

. The tragic deai.h of Mahatma Gan-
dhl, assassinated. by the fland of a
young Hlndu.l fanatie, brought to a
peak the crisis cgused by the partition

of the Indian sub-continent and the

continuing  fratricidal war between

‘rival - Hindu and Mosléem ‘communi-

ties.
black deed has been the release of
powerful emotional - feeling among
the masses of India, expressed in
great demonstrations of sorrow and
mourning for the ‘man ‘who enjoyed
a popularity and. esteem unknown to
the Western world. At the same time,
popular action- wag ‘taken agamst
various organizations and newspapers
connected with the Hindu Mahasab-
ha, the reactionary movement of fa-
natic Hindus who  desire war. with
the Molsem community apd  their
sub]ugataon to Hindu rule, Thls, too,
reflects the symbelic mgmﬁcance of

sented the widespread. desire for an
ehd to communal: warfare and strife.

But it would be wrong.to ‘beheve P

The immediate effect of this

»

that an era of Hindu-Moslem good
will and jaccord can come about now.
Gandhi’s death opens the way for a
political 'showdown in the ranks of
his Congress party, now the ruling
party of the Dominjon ef India. Gan-
dhi was the binding link between the
‘'openly reactionary, capitalist-indus-
trialist wing of the patty and its pop-
ular, ‘middle-class democratic wing
headed by, Nehru, the Prime Minister
of India. The Tight 'wing, anxious to
qu.ell India’s rising labor movement
and estabhsh the authority of capital
throughout the country, has already
thrown. out the hint that “left wing

,iorces" weré involved in Gandhi’s as-

sagsination, This is an omen of sharp
future struggles over power, relations

between India and Pakistan, the labor

and radxcal movement, etc., already

“in’ preparation ‘Gandhi's death opens

the slain’Gandhi, so far as_he repre- and. im«?

" a new phase in the’ history of India—

a phase in wl‘uch nationalism ceases
al class struggle takes over.

It ‘will ¢ marked by major ‘political

'regrot‘(pings impossible as yet to fore-

"(Continued on page 3)

Reports from Russia Show
Preparations for Purge

By E. SAUNDERS

In the past two weeks, the New
York Times has carried a number of
articles about interhal affairs in Rus-

sia which, put together; add up to the
obvious fact that all is not running

‘well in the bureaucratic apparatus.

Eugene S. Varga, Russia’s number

oné economist, has been stripped of -

his post as'director of the IhStitutp of. -
World Economics.and World Politics

in the Soviet: Academy of Sciences,

Varga - and twenty other Russian

economists are in. disgrace for alleg-

-edly refusing to reject the theoreti- I
. -«¢al positions which Varga arrived at . .
- affer a study of capitalist economy.
Although the beok has nof . been
seen, it purportedly was -concluded at

the beginning of 1946. Number 4 of

the 1947 volume of the “Bulletin of "
the Academy of Sciences of the

" USSR” contains the report of the dis-
cussion of Varga's book held by twen-

ty top Russian economists.

The theories put forward, according
‘t0. this report are the following: (1).
There are no economic reasons which
must cause @ conflict between Rus-
sian “socialism” :and..American capi-:
talism, in the first post-war decade.
(2) There is no likelihood of an eco-
nomic crisis' in western —capitalism

i

during the first ten post-war years.

(3} The experience of war economics
- under -capitalism shows that a demo- e
cratm capltahst state can engage m Wy

eﬁ‘ectwe pfanmng in the interests of
the economy as a whole. The state
‘can bring ‘about the subordination ‘of
the profit motive to the national eco-

nomic interest. (4) During the. war-

the economic condition of the more
explmted workers in western ‘demo-
cratic countries, improved. The state
was able to assure tolerable. living
conditions at the expense of the prof-
its .of the monopolizts. (5) Capitalist

countries didn't enrich themselves by
the war, but spent 'their resources
toward the point of pauperization to
achieve victory. (8) Capitalist coun-
tries have mitigated or abolished
many forms of colonial exploitation.
(7). The economic development of
Europe “will” be determined by the
western capitalist countries far more
than by Russian satellite countries in

_ (Continued on page 3)

Labor Movement Prepares Action

Ol' En

forcement of Wage

‘NAM, Urges

s

emcmds

- While Congress concerns itself almost exclusively with the
issue of cutting taxes—particularly those affecting higher in-
come brackets and corporations—and slashing the President's

proposals cn aid to Europe, there are mounting indications.of an

approaching wave of militant action on the part of the Amencun
labor movement within the next weeks and months.

All the real issues facing the

counfry—-inﬂciion. rising prices,

threatened shortuge of foods and meats, the soon-to-be ending

of rent controls, etc.—are being

brusquely shunted aside by the

reactionary Republican-dominated Congress now sitting in Wash-
ington. For over a month this Congress has sat and done abso-

lutely nothing on such issues—above all, nothing to halt the con- .

stant tendency of prices to rise. Both parties in Congress have
exclusively concerned themselves with the narrowest of pohhcul
issues, each aiming to put the other on the spot for fhe"48 elec-

Green Copies

-

Longer Hours

By SUSAN GREEN

Every once in a while William
Green, President of the AFL, comes
up out of obscurity to express him-
self.. The other day he rated front-
page billing when testifying before
ideas on inflation, not necessarily. his
the Senate Banking Committee in
hearings on ‘various bills presumably
to check inflation. Mr. Green also has

own. Certainly the one featured in
the news stories is most reminiscent. -
The president of the AFL, an organi-
ation of over seven million workers
whom he.is supposed -to serve, came

-out - with - the proposition 'that. the
~work-week be lengthened to forty-
~“five or forty-eight hours, Of what is
‘this anti-labor scheme reminiscent?

Why, it is the very thunder from .
the speeches of the industrialists -at

(Continued on page 2)

Pittsburgh Ranks Hit UE Stalinists

Defiant Local Leaders Attack Stalinists’ AHtempt to Foist Policies on Umon

By STAN O. LAUREN

PITTSBURGH, 'PA., Jan.  29—The

‘United Electrical, Radio and Machine

Workers Union's top Stalinist leaders,
protected from opposition for years
by ‘the totalitarian control over the
union that the Communist Party has
exercised, were faced with a defiant
group of rank-and-fllers when they
came to face the District Six, Pltts-
burgh area locals. .

Two meetings were called, at which
Albert J. Fifzgerald, Julius Emspak,
and James Mattes tried to jam the
Wallace Third Party, anti-Marshall
Plan falk, and double-talk on thé
Taft-Hartley Law problem into a neat
package, o ‘be-accepted with a. fight

for higher wages in current contract

negotlatlons {

The first meeting was for officers
and’ stewards of Westinghouse Local
601, largest in the International, and
Local 610. held at Turtle Creek High
School.”

Mattes began w1th a speech on wage
negotiations and tapered off with re-
marks on the T-H Law. He said there
is no escaping the law but later went
on tp say that signing the non-Com-
munist affidavits was optional. These
remarks provoked union - stewards
who had just witnessed the loss of
their union at the Westinghouse plant
in Méadville, Pa., where the workers
were organized into the UE but lost
out when the NLRB ruled them off

‘the ballgt. This left a choice of' vot-

ing for the IBEW (AFL) or no union.
The UE leadership told them to vote
no union but the: workers, afraid to be
left without  organization, . voted
unanimously to take the IBEW:

William Peeler, a mémber of the
executive bpard and chairman of the
Beavep comfitittee of Local 601, :de-

manded the right to questlon Mattes
when he finished. The - request: was
refused. Emspak then took the floor
and talked against the Marshall Plan.
Again a-rank-and-filer. tried to ques-
tion him but Fitzgerald, who .chaired
the meeting, prevented him. Fitzger-
ald ended off with a talk on why
they should not sign the non-Com-
munist affidavits and demanded sup-
port for Henry Wallace.

ONLY LEADERS CAN SPEAK
When Fitzgerald finished, a rank-
and-file member then asked if he
could s;)gak Fitzgerald who had pre-
viously  siid*¥hat  discussion could
take place after all three speakers

finished answered by shouting, “Send
your leaders up here, not your
stooges.” This display of Stalinist dis-

~ regard for the opinion of rank-and-

file members revolted the audience
and started turmoil. But so that the
Stalinists would not shut off the
rank-and-file completely, the opposi-
tion picked three spokesmen. They
were William Peeler, one of the
leaders of the rank-and-file; Charles
Copeland, another rank-and-file lead-
er and business agent of the local,
and Sam Falvo, an assistant chief
steward of: Local 610. Peeler alone

was given the floor.

- Peeler began, “I have heard so
much this afternoon about freedom,
but I have seen very little of it prac-
ticed.” The Stalinists, he said, “fought
for a foreign power rather than the
rights of the in&nudual or the de-
mands of social welfare.” He sald
that the Stalinists supported Wallace
for Russian foreign policy interests.

But Peeler didn't give the anti-la-
bor reactionaries comfort either, for
he said that he knew the Marshall
Plan “is a European union-buster
and I do not believe that the inten-

UAW Prepare; ShowdoWn

By WALTER JASON

DETROIT, Feb. 1—In an effort to
hasten. negotiations with the. auto
corporations on wage demands, the
UAW-CIO leadership advanced the
meeting time of the scheduled Chry-
sler. union delegate conference to
February 14 and 15. This will en-
able the UAW-CIO to immediately
open wage discussions with Chrysler,
and test the reaction of the auto

industry to the third round of wage -

demands since the war.' The idea
of the UAW-CIO leadership is to
see if Chrysler may be a “soft spot,”
among the big thrée, before taking
on General Motors in-the decisive
struggle.

At the Chrysler conference, the
‘delegates will be presented two alter-.
nate propositions. Norman Mathews,
Chrysler department director, has
been rteported to be recommending
the straight 25 cents wage increase,
and 5 cents for medical care. Wal-
ter P. Reuther, UAW-CIO president,
might ask’ the Chrysler delegates
to adopt a program similar to that®
of the recent General Motors con-
ference,
straight increase, 10 cents per hour
for a’ pension plan, and 5 cents for .
hospitalization and medical' care.

Unfortunately, the Chrysler dele-
gates will be unable, under the con-
tract in effect now, to'take up the
vital question of eliminating section
6 of the contract, known as “com-
pany security.,” Also Section 2,
under which management reserves
the full right to determine all pro-

“ union stewards.

which included 15° cents ' G

With Big Three In Auto

duetion.. These sections have jeopar-
dized the standing and work of the
However, many
burning wage inequalities and class-
ifications are subject to change, and
the delegates are expected to devote

considerable attention to -these
problems.

REUTHER HEADS TALKS

The iinportance of tha move

against Chrysler is emphasized by
the fact that Reuther is going to
head. the union negotiators. Mean-
while, at General Motors the cor-

‘poration has shown that its arrogant

and autocratic attitude towards the
UAW-CIO hasn’t change one. bit.
The corporation tried to force:its
own insurance plan down the throats
of the GM workers without even
attempting to bargain  with the
union, as the supplemen‘tal agree-
ment of 1947 calls for. As a result,
the UAW-CIO was able to get the
NLRB to force the corporation to
stop this flagrant violation of col-
lective bargaining precedure by a
teﬁpor_ary court order restraining

Another indication of GM’s atti-
tude is the recent demand of C. E.
Wilson, GM president, for a 45
hour week in' the - auto industry.
Likewise, GM officials have declared

they are going to ask for othé¥ eon- ..

cessions from the wunion! Union
delegates from General Motors shops
will meet again on February 24 to
talk over the entire contract with
GM which expires on April 28,

‘‘éxecuted in consultation with the

tion of the pIan is to feed the Euro-
pean people.”

In this connection he said he was
against Truman who was anti-labor,
but likewise he was against Wallace
who differed only in that Wallace had
a pro-Russian foreign policy. Then he -
started on the Taft-Hartley Law and
explained that the law and its non-
Communist . rhﬂidavits were_both vis-
eious anti-labor measures.

But he said, “Whéther or nof the
Ieaders of the union sighied,” the law
still existed and asked what could be
done, short of signing the affidavits,
to save the Béaver plant on Febru-
ary 19, when_the NLRB will permit
only the IBEW and “no union” on the
ballot for the UE members to choose
from.

_ At this point Fitzgerald grabbed
Peeler’s arm and tried to pull him .
away from the mike. Mattes jumped
up and started to talk and stated that
70 plants had been organized and re-
organized since the Taft-Hartley Law.,
Peeler, still holding on to the mike
despite Fitzgerald pulling at his arm
asked in tejoinder “What about

(Continued on page 2)

tion campaign. o

But organized labor cannot con-

tinue to accept these conditions with-

out serious danger to itself. Beginning

with the UAW-CIO’s campaign for
the winning of wage increases fiom
General Motors (see article by Walter
Jason, page 1 of this issue), there are
sure signs that the labor leadership
is preparing for action, necessary and
long overdue action. John L. Lewis
has just informed the bituminous coal
owners that the United Mine Workers
are “free to take any independent ac-
tion necessary” to win their proposed
pension plan of $100 per month for all
miners at the age of 60 who have
toiled for 20 years in the mines. The
s are in a turmoil, because
w that strike action may
hat “Big.John” has in mind,
although they claim they do not know
exactly what his letter means. It
means his intention to get a workable
pension scheme adopted—that is ‘clear
—and to take whatever steps are nec-
essary to win.

“America is now experlencmg a’

lull before the storm,” warned the
conservative bureaucrats of the AFL’s

executive council, in session at Miami, =

Collective bargaining  contracts are
expiring rapidly, and “the worst wave

of sirikes in the country’s hlstory"
is being predicted by .these gentle-
men. They are, of course, most anxjous
not to experience a sirike wave and

blame everything on the Taft- -Hartley -

Agt. William Green has fearfully pre-
dicted strikes ‘as Spring approaches
and. labor swlngs into action for its
third-round ' ‘of post-war wage in-

- creases.

The real issues before labor are not
exhausted by the fight for repeal of
the T-H Act, nor by the question of

-strikes. The point is that economic

bressures are rapidly making unbear-
able and impossible the heavy strains
on the American working class and
the workers’ ‘families. Shortages, in-
fiation, prlces, rents—these are the
issues. Congress has no answer, Tru-

Not a Peep from Mo\s‘cow.
On Hitler Pact Di;d_osures

It is now more than tgn days since
the State Departmen T:

peep of ref,utatron hia; come from
Moscow, The Stalin government has .
chosen tfo ignoré the whole buamess
This silence must be v1ewed inscon--
nection with the fact that thése' doe-
uments constituted devastating evi-
dence that
@ The Russian invasion of Poland in

_-1939 was a purely imperialist venture,

Hitler government;

@ The Stalinist propaganda line that
this invasion was to “safeguard” and
“liberate” the population of eastern
Poland was a cynical lie;

® Stalin and Hitler had come to pre-
Jdiminary agreement for an imperialist
division of the world.

In short, the documents accuse the
Stalinist apparatus of being a clique
of -imperialist bandits. And since it
cannot deny the facts, the Kremlin

bropaganda machine has ‘“no col
ment.” The “consolation” is, of course.
that t_h_e “American imperialists are
bandits also, and the Stalinists are
making the most of that. Thus, the

Moscow radio complains now of US

bombing planes in ‘North Africd, of
Amerzca:r warshxps in Italy, and 50

.forth.

LABOR ACTION spends a great
deal of its time exposing the war plans
of American imperialism, and we have
110 reason to object when 'the Moscow

- radio does the same, We do wish to

suggest, however, that it is not enough
to expose one side in this conflict of
rival bandits, and that no crime of
Yankee imperialism can explain away
the criminality of Stalinismi.

If, as the: Daily Worker put it in
1939, . . . The Soviet Union makes
no secret treaties . . . it does not say
one thing and practlce another,” then
why don’t they explain the new doc-
uments that prove the opposite?

We're still ‘waiting, Radio MOmwl

.

F3
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ND-VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

(Continued from page 1)

the recent convention of NAM held

in New York. NAM, whose members

hate to part with one penny of their

fabulous profits derived from high

prices, have their own pet “cure’for

inflation,” namely, more production .
by lengthehing the work-week. Since:
the NAM convention, Mr. C E. Wilson

of General Motors has been the loud-

est exponent of a longer work-week

—of course, in the interest of curbing

inflation. And now—William Green,

president of the AFL, takes his cue

from the manufacturegs.

Mr. Green contributes his own
wrinkle to the proposition. He wants
the workers to be paid at existing
‘overtime rates for the additional five
or eight hours worked a week. The
NAM speakers s$aid nothing about
overtime. =

Does Mr. Green want Congress to
pass a law abrogating the forty-hour
week and legalizing a forty-five or
forty-eight-hour week? No, nothing
as erude as all that. He merely wants
" Congress to make it known that it
favors or recommends that new jn-
dustrial contracts be negotiated be-
‘tween capital and labor including a
forty-five ‘'or forty-eight-hour week.
Only that.

"It took labor decades of painful,
bloody struggle to establish the forty-
hour week. Now this so-called leader
of over s®en million workers wants
them to throw that hard-won gain
overboard by signing on the dotted:
‘line. The mere fact of overtime pay
does not wipe out the terrible prece-
dent such contracts would establish.
“What a weapon in the hands of the
bosses when labor itself agrees to a
longer work week! What a short step
from ‘Green's idea to the forty-five
‘or forty-eight-hour week at regular
payl, '

TH&jis not the only terrific faux
pas tnGreen’s nit-wit scheme. He of-
fers this sparkling solution as a- sub-
stitute for wage increases. He implies
his willingness to forego wage in-

. With the
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creases if his scheme is accepted. In
so doing he goes over—lock, stock:®
and barrel—to the side of the capital-
ists. They say that labor is not en-
titled {o hourly pay raises. “If they

want to earn’ more, let them work
longer hours,” say the manufacturers
—and Mr. Green is with them, But
every slatistic, iact and figure proves
that because of the high cost of liv-
ing and the 51-cent dollar, HOURLY
wage rates must be boosted. At pres-
ent rates workers give their labor
power- without' getting in exchange
adequate means to support them-
selves and their families. To extend
this kind of robbery’ over forty-five
or forty-eight hours instead of forty,

Scientists Astray in The Atomic Age:

is not to end UNDER-PAYMENT.

To get the full flaver of Mr. Green's
capltahst guided thinking, it is neces-
sary to savor the very words he used
before the Senate Committee. Refer-"
ring to his proposed  labor-manage-
ment agreements providing the long-
er work-week, Green said:" “Such

agreements would make possible.a

substantial increase in the rate of pro-
duetion of goods and services, without
a proportionate increase in the unit
cost. Addition of one hour per day
with overtime pay would not -be in-
flationary because by making an un-
interrupted use of -overhead and
equipment the per unit cost of the
goods produced in the ektra hour

Atom Research in

By FRANK HARPER

PHILA.—On January 28 the Atomic
Energy Comimission set up a $1,000-
000 “fellowship fund to finance the
training of doctors and biologists in
a new field of science, The new field
is the study of both the ggod and
bad effects of atomic radiation on the
human body and other living organ-
isms. Officials explained that the goal
is not simply to train doctors in the
treatment of atomic bomb .victims
although “that baffling medical di-
lemma 1.1ndcn.:bt,ed13,r will be explored.”
This action is not an isolated' instance
but is charcteristic of the sweeping

changes which have been made in the -

post-war period in the nature and ex-
tent.of scientific research. Once the
“pure"” ‘scientist sat in his tower; to-
day his abstract genius is heing har-
nesged for the preparations of the next
“push-button” war.

More than the attraction of the

invited to nttend meetings, class lec-

14th St., 3rd floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Thursday, b 15
p.m., at the City Center, 114 West
14th St., 3rd floor.

B'KLYN - BROWNSVILLE BRANLH
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m., at the De
Luxe Palace, 538 Howard Ave. (near
Pitkin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE

MANHATTAN UNIT: Open forums,
Friday nights, 8:15, at WP City
Center, 114 West 14th S5t

BROOKLYN UNIT: Open forums, Sun-
day nights, 8:15, at De Luxe Palace,
558 Howard Ave. (near Pitkin). For
more information, write to Socialist
Youth League, 4 Court Square, 4th
floor; Long Island City 1, N, Y.

I'HILADELPHIA: 1139 West Girard
-Ave., 3rd floor. Meetings Wednes-
days at 8:00 p.m. Forums every ri-
day at 8:156 p.m.

PITTSBURGH: Write to P. O. Box 762,
Pittsburgh 320.

READING: Write to P. O. Box I671.

ST, LOUIS: Write to Douglas Bridge,
6517 Corbett Ave. University City>
14, Mo.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AHEAl Write
to Labor Action, 466 Tenth St., Room
212, Qakland 7, Calif. !

SAN PEDRO: Write to Labor Action,
P. 0. Box 1246,

SEATTLE: Write to P..0. Box 29,
Univeraity Post Office, Seattle 6.

YOUNGSTOWN: “’:rlte to 3. P. Wal-
_ters, Box 605.

B
i
p

monthly pay envelope and scholar-
ship funds are being used to scrape
together the greatest brain-powered
_war machine that history. has. ever
seen, The January issue of Product
Engineering reports that the” State
Department has reevaluated its posi-
tion on the use of German scientists
bécause of pressure from private in-
dustry-and the military. From 300 to
400. German scientists are now doing
war research in the United States
while requests have been made for
about 200 more awaiting certification
of the Army, Navy or Air Force that

these men are needed “in the interests

of national security.” Those who were
once forced to work in laboratories
to maintain the national security of
Germany will now have the choice
of performing the same role for. the
victor country, or of standing in ra-
tion lines \Vlﬂ'l others of the van-
quushed

SCIENLI:. AND WAR

What has been the increase in scien-
tific research and what proportions
coneern war - preparation? Harold
Schor, Associate Editor of McGraw
Hill’s technical periodicals gave par-
tial answers in'a recent article en-
titled. Peacetime Benefits of Military
Research., Atomic Energy research
alone totaled $3 billion last year, or
almost $10,000,000 per day! Army and
Navy research in 1947 totaled $500,-
000,000. Other Federal departments

- spend- $125 million: annually; Univer-

sities, private laboratories, and indust-
ry, ‘which rely well over 50 percent
on war contracts, spent over $600,000,-
000 on sciehtific research and develop-
ment. Before the war the federal gov-
ernment met only 1-6 of the research
cost, now 70 percent of the costs are
paid by the country’s taxpayers.

In an effort to convince these tax-
payers that they are getting their
money’s worth from the war research,
Mr. Schor listed a number of benefits
incidently - discovered, in connection
with the war research. For example,
atomic. research benefits include ra-
dioisotopea which have aided in study
of ‘mineral contents and action -of
dfugs in the human body and in the
study of cancer and the treatment of
anemia by tagging red blood: cells
with radio-iron. In the fleld of electric
power the General Electric Co. is. su-
pervising the building of -a $20,-
000,000 Knolls Laboratory to mvestl-

gate peacetime application of atomw'

disintegration.
Other war research benefits in-

Green Copies NAM, Urges Longer Work Week

would more than absorid the over-
time compensation.” If it weren't so
serious for a labor leader to talk and
act like the capitalists, this would be
very funny.

In the first place, Mr. Green as-
sumes that the capitalists really want
increased production tfo curb infla-
tion. Does he not know that indus-
trialists are actually CURTAILING
production, as for instance the out-
standing example of steel which is
basic to all other production? Again,
the phrase “without a proportionate
increase in unit cost” aceepts, by im--
plication, the crooked argument of
the capitalists that wage increases

would raise unit costs and thl._ls, you '

“Cold War”

cluded the development of penicillin,
streptomycin and anti-malaria drugs-
chloroquine, pentaguine, and paludine.
Other accomplishnients are listed in
the ﬁe‘lds of electronics, applied ma-
thematics, and aircraft. ;

The McGraw Hill article makes the
claim that research cannot be divisible
into war “improvements” and peace-
time benefits. If such is true the ques-
tion can be asked: Why doesn’t the
Army give contra.cts for research on
improvement of ‘articles and tech-
niques commonly used in civilian life
and depend on the incidental discov-
eries for military “improvements?”
Mr. Schor knows that the country’s

scientific faces are geared to the de- |

velopment of the war machine. That
is why he concludes his article with
a plea that all research be placed in
the hands of the military.

see, make price increases inevitable.
Green here agrees with the NAM
that profits must not be féuched, God
forbid; whereas it has been proved,
notably by the United Auto Workers,
that wages can be substantially in-
creased, without. price boosts, and if ,

" profits would not be at their present

peak, they would still be twice pne-
war levels and even more.

The gem, though, in the above qua-

tation is Green’s irying to sell the
.manufacturers the idea of an extend- -
ed work-week. As if they don’t know
that “an uninterrupted use of over-
head and equlpment" for a longer
day shows up on the profit side of the
ledger. However, workers also know
that the uninterrupted use of their
brains and brawn for a longer day,
is' not conducive to long life nor to
health and happiness, nor even to
freedom.
" Mr. Green seems to have forgotten
{he facts of the workers' life. To point
up still further Green's twisted mind,
one more of his clever ideas to ap-
pease the capitalists must be cited.
In his Yist of “remedies for inflation,”
‘which are in essence Mr. Truman’s
luke-warm program, Mr. Green in-
cludes the re-establishing of the ex-
cess profits tax on corporations—but
let’s. not be too harsh on the poor
capitalists. Let them have tax credits,
if they makeusubstantlal reductions in
the prmes of their commodities. Of
course, such a plan is open to all
sorts of capitalist finagling.

What's important in all this is that
the leader of over seven inillion or-
ganized workers has a head stuffed
“full of capitalist-induced ideas, that
he thinks more “about appeasmg the
economic masters than about strength-
.ening the effectiveness of the work-

fs in their legitimate demands, that
. he furthers schemes absolutely harm-
ful to labor—and ‘that these over
seven million workers still accept
this man as their leader!

UE 'Ranks Re\"rolt --'-i-'

(Continued from page 1)

Meadville.” All that Mattes could re-
ply was “We had our chance there by
having the people vote agamst the
IBEW.” '

Unable to cope with the rank and-

file, Fitzgerald adjourncd the meet-
-ing abruptly.

NIGHT MEI:'.“I‘!NG SR N

b

The night meetmg was called f01 ace

similar group’of 300 stewards and of-
ficers of other locals in the Pitts-
burgh area. The  three: UE leaders
were again the speakers.

Emspak was the first speaker. In
the course of the:meeting Tom No-
lan, president of Local 638, and John
Duffy, vice-president of Local 610, de-
manded the right to ask questions of

Emspak: Emspak didn’t want to -an-'

swer. The chair agreed to permit
speakers after all three had finished.

Emspak then launched an attack on’

Local 613. Nolan listened, and finally
jumped up to say, “We didn’t come
here to be insulted.” Fitzgerald, see-
ing that the opposition was going to
insist on its rights, rapped with his
gavel and declared the meeting ad-
journed. Both Nolan and Duffy left
the hall, together with others, only to
discover that once the opposition had
left Fitzgerald had reconvened the
meeting. Quickly the opposition peo-
ple got together and tried to get back
into the meeting.

Steve Rosner, international repre-
sentative and Stalinist hack, grabbed
Nolan'by the throat as he tried to re-
enter and pushed him through a glass
door. Then another Stalinist, Charles
Newell, quickly called the cops and
demanded Nolan's ‘arrest. Result was
that both Nelan and Rosner were-
arrested. ¥

- /But ad]ournmg meetings algd call- 8

1ng cops has only infuriated the ranks
against the Stalinists. The opposition
is too strong to let itself be quelled.

. Garrett Speaks

To Akron Group

Emanuel Garrett, editor of LABOR
ACTION, spoke in Akron January 25,
before ‘a group of members and
friends of the Workers Party.

Speaking on “Why America Needs
a.Labor Party,” Comrade Garrett re-
viewed the political history of Hen-
ry Wallace, supposedly a man for la-
bor. He poinied out that the Wallace
movement was strictly a movement,
initiated by -the.Stalinists, and in no
way responsible to labor. In order to
have :a génuine labor party we must
have someone-frpm the ranks of labor
ahd responsible to the labor move-
ment. While a Labor Party, he point-
ed out, isn't a solution in and of it-
self, it isa necessary step. & r

By WILLIAM BARTON

Five hundred workers at Géneral
Motors plants in the East Bay Area

were laid off last week, to add to a
steadily mounting unemployment list
for the region. The members of UAW-,~
CI0, Local 76, representing t_he work- -

‘ers at the various factories in the lo-

‘cality producing Chevrolet' cars and .
“. trucks, having earlier gotten wmd of

the coming dismissals, had proposed

a spreading of the work and a regular

four-day week as an answer to pro-
duction curtailment. This was’ sum-»
marily rejected by the GM manage-
ment, who not only hooted: the mén
out but began to talk of aferty-five
hour. week! )
' Since the layoffs, one Chevrolet
plant has already had two days over-
time work. The company’s fervent
hope is to divide those favored by
temporarily © increased pay checks
from their fired union brothers, This
has not materialized. Several refused
to work overtime and were suspended
by the GM overseers, i

The union has planned a vigorous
publicity campaign, explammg the
implications of all that occufred this
week ¢o the labor movement and the
rest-of the population, Union sound
trucks have appeared at factory gates
for the first time.in many a moon,

and leaﬁets were distributed all over -
QOakland. The leaflets have appropn- -

ately mdlcated the irony of GM pres-
_ident Wilson’s repeated pleas for
more ‘work at the:same t;me his out-
fit discharges 500 men in: one indus-
trial area >

Friends of Carlo
Remember Day

By MIRIAM LEWIS

On January 11, 1948, five years to
the minute after his murder, thirty

devoted friends of Carlo Tresca met"

at the exact place where he. fell'to
pay him fribute. Miss Anita Bandini,
a member of the growp associated
with his journal, “I1 Martello” (The
Hammer), and Samuel H. Friedman
of the Socialist Party National Exec-
utive Committee, spoke briefly on the
meaning of his life, and the group
then dropped red carnations at the

spot, .

A pubhc meeting io commemorate
the fifth anniversary of his murder
was also held on January 10 at the
Rand School Auditorium. At this
meetmg, “too, many’ fridnds of Tresca,
including representatives from the
ILGWU, the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America,«and the Broth-
erhood of Sleeping Car Porters, spoke
on the significance of his life and
work, both to the labor movement

' ,and to society as a whole, *

Norman Thomas, who is chairman
of the Tresca Memorial Committee,
and  City Councilman Edward Rager

(Rep.) reported to this gathering on
the political action and obstacles sur-

rounding this case. Mr. Thomas made
public the fact that Governor Dewey
now has an appeal on his desk for a
special prosecutor in the * Tresca
murder case. The plea itself, sent ear-
lier in the week by Mr. Thomas in
behalf of the committee, emphasized
“the very great importance of this
case” and the “dangerous precedent
it establishes for assassination as a
~method of political action”, if the
Tresca killing goes unpumshed In
the contents of the appeal, Mr. Thom-
as also wrote: “In asking for a special
prosecutor, I do not charge the Dis-

Notes on West Coast |
Labor;Movement...

WHY THE LAYOFF?

The supposed reason for the cut-
back 'in car production in ‘thelocal
plants is the planned opening of a
newer assembly plant in the Los An-
geles area. Significantly, the UAW is-.
not. yet recognized in the mew Van -
Nuys factory, and is currently en-
gaged in .a fight with the Interna-
tional Association of ‘Machinists for
bargaining ‘righis. Besides, ‘though..
Los-Angeles is far from the open-shop
town of yesteryear, the strength and
influence of its labor movement can-

not yet compare with the San- Fran- ;

cisco Bay Aree

San Franc:1sc0 Oakland ‘and their
environs foday form the fastest-grow--
irg:  industrial community - in. the

country, so repeatedly says our local -

press. ‘Shipyards are -shutting down
and some ten thouSand are now un-
employed. Longshoremen volunteer
to cut their work week rather than
drop members, GM adds its own spe-
cial touch to the situation. This, in a
‘period of “optimistic prosperity talk,
and shortages of new cars is every-
where prevalent! -

The members of Local 76, UAW,
at;e on the right track—they have re-
mained solid. May that solidarity re-
main through coming contract nego-
tletlons and possible militant action
to the’timie when they can, in' con-

populézti_on. run the plants themselves

to-produce cars for thé people and a '

living for . their families instead of

junction with the rest of the working -

.

axle-grease for the berzerk merry- '

go-round called capitalism!

Jresca
of His Murder

trict Attorney’s offigé in New York
County with malfedsance in office, ¥

but it has certainly been’ singularly
unsuccessful in its. conduct of this
inquiry. Its failure to call in the FBI
in' a case which obviously involves
possible international ramifications,

its use in the Tresca case of an assist-.
ant district attorney who has enjoyed.
outspoken -

friendly relations with
American supporters of Mussolini

(often publicly attacked by the wvie- =

tim),.and its inordinate delay in ques-
tioning some close friends of Tresca
familiar with his political conflicts,
suggest that a special prosecutor is
keenly needed to clean up this de-
plorable situation.”

anew his committee’s belief that Dis-
trict Attorney Frank S. Hogan’s office
was “either indifferent or incompe-
tent” in handling the Tresca 1nvest1-
ganon

Councilman Edward Rager, in his -
report, told sthe gathering that the
Tresca resolution which he has been

T At the .meeting--itself, he- voiced

trying to get the City ‘Council to -
adopt, has been referre¢ t0 the Rules -

Committee -and has not been acted
- upon.

Renewal of a $5 000 ‘reward offer
for information “leading to the arrest
and- conviction of those responsible
for Tresca's death was annouriced at
the meeting by Roger N. Baldwin,
director of the American Civil le-
erties Union and members of the
Tresca Reward Committee, This offer, ,
which was originally posted with’ the
Police Department late in 1944 and °
expired last January, was being re-
instated as a stand offer, he: said,
“backed by the pledges of more than
100 friends. of Tresca who want to
‘see justice done in this case.”

-New Jers.ey

cio Conv_eni'ioﬁ

Dear Editor:

As one who has opposed the CP
policy in the unions for many years,

-1 was shocked' to read yout article on

the New Jersey CIO convention., 1t
says the “central issue” was the con-
vention’s -advice that members of the
CP and fascists be defeated for local
union office. Actually, the cause of
the split was the insistence of the
right wing that the CP be denied rep-
resentation on the State ' Board,

although it is well known they repre-

sent one-fourth ‘to one-third of the

state members, If this denial of demo-

cratic repre'sentation had not been
put over, there would have and

could have been no, split. Under the

circumstances 1 think “you have made

a terrible mistake. It should be called

to your readers attention that the

same people who initiated this move

were involved in the fascist-like at-

tack on the CP meeting in Trenton -
several weeks ago. As one who sym-

pathizes with many of your views, 1

ask you to print a retraction or cor-

rection of that unfortunate afticle in

your December 29 issue.

I 'ﬁlon't care if you print.the rest
of ,this letter or not, but I am sure
you should know that the impression
you give about the SWP-UE delegates
is wrong, or at least incomplete, as' I .

know from .personal coniact. While
they too were opposed to the right
wing motion, they are against any
split from the State Council, and their
members are courageously opposing
the CP-directed split inside the UE,

I would also like to add one thing °

more, about the reasons I appreciate
your paper. I have differences with
you and the SWP oyer the policy.
followed in the UAW convention.
However, 1 appreciate  the %eries of
articles by Max Shachtman because
they corrected many of the errors and

_wrong impressions aboutf. the UAW

which you printed before and right
after the UAW convention, giving an
entirely’ new and more correct pic-
ture of what had happened. And 1
would like to ask just one question

- for the sake of clarification. At the
end of the series he says, “The real .

militants are . . ..working for the
clear-cut fighting program of an inde-
pendent group.” Does that mean you
favor the formatiof of a third group.
in the UAW?

: AFrlend Newark N. J.

] ®
A Reply
Dear Friend:
You féel that if the “denial of dem-

ocratic representation (for the CP on
the New Jersey State Board off the

CIO) had not been put over there"

would. and COULD have been no
split.” I almost agree. It would at

3 ‘e

least have made it extremely difficult
for the Stalinists to have split.

Genuine anti - Stalinists free from
red-baiting ahd -bureaucratic acts of
exclusion would have been sufficient-
ly satisfied to use the resolution ad-
vising locals to defeat Communist
Party candidates for office as an, in-
strument for organizing the fight
against the Stalinists in tHe locals
under CP' control. With this resolu-
tion the encouraged rank and file,
bolstered by the prestige of the State
'CIO, I am sure, would sooner than
later democratically remove the Sta-

<linist leadership. in such unions -as

UE, UO & PWA, etc. Ut1llzmg this
method alone the State Board could
have been eventually cleansed of Sta-
linism without -any violation of ‘de-
mocracy. :

But theleadership of the N. J. State
CIO is conservative and patriotic. As
adherents of the American_*“free en-
terprise” system they; as their part of
the preparations for World War III,
acted to destroy the influence of the
Kremlin agents. Two weapons were
at their dispesal, red-baiting and bu-
reaucratic measures, and they used

Jboth. These were the bad aspects of
‘their actions. But the section of the

resolution that advised defeat of the.
CP candidates for office undoubtedly
represented the will of the best mili-
tants at” the convention who were
seeking for a. democratic solution to
the problem of Stalinism. It is this

Aral issue” and respong

on clear white paper,

secfion of the resolution that created

the crisis at the convention.
Whatever the Stalinists are not,

.they are alert politicians. A resolu-

- tion advising their defeat must never

be discussed in their controlled locals:

" The price of prevention céuld not be
- too-high. Even to split the State CIO

did not make them hesitate. If the
right wing had not deliberately pro-
vided the McLeish affair, T am quite

" sure that the Stalinists would have~

worked hard to discover another. Be-
cause they are no longer a progres-
sive, liberating force they are abso-
lutely unable to Dbeat back a red-bait-
ing drive. The bureaudratlc isolation
of the membership of their controlled
‘locals is their only method. .

In this sense the conventlon advice
that members of the CP be defeated.
for local ofﬁce was for them the “cen-.
ility for the
split must be placed ‘primarily upon
the' Stalinists, for whom it became a
necessity. |

LA

‘Lucky Guy

Dear Sir: _
My copy of Penguin’s “Religion

and the Rise of Capitalism,” by R. H.

Tawney is printed in large letters and

Sincerely,
_ A G
Seattle, Wash.

Dear Editor:

I should like to dlspute the state-
ments that have appeared in LABOR
ACTION and other radical and Jabor,
presses to the effect that there are
60,000,000 jobs—‘full employment.” I
think you and the others have ab-

sorbed capitalistic propaganda, or else .

my éxperiences with the. labor mar-
ket are fairly unusual

I have been - job hunting recently
and in my Trounds for both' factory

and office work I find there are at -

least thxrty to 100 applicants for each

position—even for those advertised '

as temporary This is not my expe-
rience alone. but judging from the
coimments of the men with whom I
conversed, theirs too.

One fellow pointed out that in’ hlS

journeys from’ plant to -plant, ol’ﬁce- &

to office, that thirty guys.came up for
each position<at the same time and
hever the same ones!

; The statistic 60,000,000 Ijobs often
comes up as a topic of- conversation
and is laughed at—“Wher'e are they?”

Fraternally yours,
J A

£y
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Trade Meeting

The delegates of the United States to the In-
- ternational Trade Orgamzatlon which has been
meeting 'in *conference in Havana stalemated the
entire proceedings by the stiff demands they have

- made upon the other twenty two countries rep-

vesented there. The conference was to draw up

-7 atrade charter that would be in full force in each

of the representative countries.

Some of the proposed codes to be mcIuded in :
. the charter have already been published, but one
_of the codes, known as Article 12, which has been:

proposed by the United States has not been pub-

lished. The United States delegation considers.

Article 12 an important pivot point and ‘would.
‘gladly waterdown many of its other demands if

it could get this Article accepted. And no wonder. -.

This Article is on “international investments”

: and if accepted by the delegates it will then be

possible ‘for American. capitalism to dictate to

- the twenty two countries exact]y what laws can

and should be made governing “fore1gn invest-
ments ;

: Artlcle 12 says that the: countries sigming: the
trade charter will give the “widest opportunities’
for-new . outside capital and the “greatest secur-
ity” for existing investments. Although this
clause covers all the signatory countries, never-
‘theless, it meang:giving “opportunities” and “see-

-urity” to the only section of capitalism that has

any real big amounts of capital for foreign in-
vestment—the American. capitalist, class. If by

any ‘chance there is any, native capital, then ac-.

cording to this game Article 12; the “outside cap-
1tal” (United States) should get equal opportun-
ity. This sounds fair enough, on paper. If Amer-
ican capitalism is not ketp -out.by restrictive leg-

¢ isldture then' it can compete with weak native
capital through the time-honored methods. of pay- .
ing, a higher price, bribery of political officials,

drying up sources of, su_ppl'y, glutting up the mar-
ket, ete. 'American capitalism, if permitted a free

~hand, will make native capital thmk twu:e before
mvestmg or competmg. >

" American :up:iulism has more than 8 billion
(not counting holdings of foreign securities) of

direct investments abroad. During 1946 these di-
rect .investments yielded more than 521 millions

" _for the capitalist class of this country. The De-
. partment_of Commerce expects more than 600 mil-

lions profit from direct investments abroad in<1947
for the American capitalists, These are official,

. laxable figures and it's quite possible that a mil-

lion or two may be hidden by some unscrupulous
individual in big business.

Fl

We Remember

. Last week marked the anniversary of the
deaths of three great names in the history of
socialism — Lenin, - Liebknecht and Luxemburg.
Lenin, master of revolutionary “strategy ~and
thought‘ Lm’aknecht. famed anti-war agitator
‘and spokesman of the German working class and

: Rosa Luxemburg, the greatest-of all re\rolutmn-
ary women who led the Polish and Gel‘man work-
ers for ‘many years, until the assassms hand
k]llea her ‘and’ Liebknecht.

‘Ariother irony of our times lies m the fact
that precisely at the moment when Stalinist Rus-
sia; heéaded sby the self-appointed successor of

. Lenin, celebrated the anniversary of Lenin’s
deathy the State Department of Ameriea disclosed
the damning indictment of Stalin contained in
the documents now familiar to alll Lenin, who
spent much’ time and energy denouncing and. dis-
proving the vile lie that he was an “apent of the
Kaiser” because of his famous-trip in a sealed car
through Germany, must lie ‘defenseless in the
city of his usurper who has been proved to have
been in complete and total alliance with not “an
agent of the Kaiser,” but the Kaiser himself;

‘namely Hitler! o

.4 Lenin guided Russia and its politics in the in- |
ternatwnal field by means of the following con-.

ception: revolutionary strategy not only permits
but. demands the taking .advantage .of - conflicts,
disputes and contradictions that exist between the
imperialist powers. ;He steered the Russian
Workers’ State safely for many years by making
use of these self- destwvmg and self-defeating
contradictions. But this concept had a strict rule
that guided Lenin—it may never' be used. to the
disadvantage of the world working class and in
the interests of narrow Russian nationalism.

Stalin worked hand in glove with Hitler to pre-
cipitate war, to carve up and desgroy Poland, to
expand by force and violence into foreign terri-
tories.. Lenin placed such tactics where they right-
ly -belonged—imperialism—and denounced the en--
tire method of secret diplomacy and secret treat-
ies, -unknown  to the people. Lenin _helped free
Poland and end reactionary empires in Europe,
not to destroy Poland and rebuild the past. This
is but one-of the profound differences between
these three great socialists who died in January,
many years past, and the tyrant who still lives on.

(Continued from page 1)
The New York Times comments that two

: _'months prior to Varga s pxedzctmn, in 1947, that

there was an economic crisis under way in the

- . 8., he h_ad refused to retract his belief that no

crisis wag in sight. The Times states either that
Varga never wrote. the second prediction, or that
if he. did ‘the obvlous statlstlcal errors’ were de-. .
liberate.

Varga’s analysis mdicates two thmgs First is
that there was a conscious and deliberate attempt
made by the Russian bureaucracy to foster the -
idea in the capitalist world that Stalinist .collec-
tivism ahnd capitalism -could live side by side; for
the purpose of getting extensive credits from the
U. 8, and creating a political atmosphere which
would not l¢ad American imperialism into a fever-

- ish production of war. materails and the forma-

tion of a western bloc against Russia. Varga, of
course, having hewed to the line advocated by the
entire bureaucracy during and immediately fol-
lowing the war, has become the “fall guy” for
as has Browder in the U. S. '

Since the harsh realities of life, namely the dire
necessity for Russia to expand into eastern Europe
and ‘to demand fantastic reparations from Ger-
many ‘and Austria to boister up her weakened econ-
omy, ‘intervened, making Russian plans a ‘mirage,
pushing the U.S. into the Marshall Plan, ‘and’ con-
finued war production; Russian imperialism must
prepure its population and its duped supporiers

‘throughout the world, ideologically.

By a vulgarization of Marxist economics, the
Russian bureaucracy is now predicting immedi-
'ate erisis in capxtahst countries, and once again
correctly preaching about the innate tendency of
American capitalism to; struggle for hegemony
and -economic domination over the world. ThlS is
necessary for them to justify Russian expansion
and the use of practically the entire productive
machme of Russia for war goods, at the expense
of necessary consuniers commodities.

Its very difficult to comment on the’economic

- prognosis of Varga because the accounts are

third hand and therefore their accuracy is ques-
tionable. It is highly dubious that Varga.is ac-
tually guilty of havmg refused to recant. His en-
tire personal history in the service ‘of Stalinism
has been one of adhering to the current line with
the most elaborate apologetics.

Briefly; if we dlscOunt Varga's use of the
word socialism and substitute for it bureaucratic
colléctivism, most of his propositions are not in-
correct. If the wording in the Times is accurate;
all Varga is saying is perfectly obvious, namely
that there will pwhably not be an immediate,
long-term crisis in the . 8. and that as a result
of the tremendous increéfise in productivity in the
ving of the working class
was 1mproved, that a ¢ertain amount of planning
by the state in a capltahst country can be carried
out for short periods in the interests of the na-
‘tional economy as a whole.

‘There is a pussbnl]ty that a séction of the
Russian bureaucracy may be opposed to the pace
of Rusman expansmmsm and prefer a slower pol--
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l A New Purge in. Russra"

icy in. the interests of preservm" peace for a -

longer period. Varga and the twenty other econ-
omists with him, may be the theoretical repre-
sentatives of this group.

UKRAINE REVOLT?

The Hearst Jowrnal-American also reported
Jast week that a high Soviet officjal confirmed re.
ports of an anti-Soviet rebellion in‘the ‘Ukrairne.
The Russians have accused Ukrainian-German
nationalists of fomenting the rebellion and claim
that the United States and Britain are linked to
the uprising. They of course denied that there
wds any significance attached to the rebellion,
stating that a small number of nationalists were
involved. The most interesting thing about this
report is the fact.it is the first admission by the
Stalinists. of any dissidence 1n Russia 'since the
Moscow Trials.

. Another interesting item was reported in this
week's Times concerning an article written: in
Pravda attacking Dimitrov’s advocacy of a Bal-
kan Federation. Since Tito presented an idea
similar to Dimitrov’s it can be assumed thatﬁTlto,
too, is in disfavor.

Several possible conclusions can be , drawn
from all these.events. It is certainly not excluded
that a new purge is in the offing. If there iz a
developing economic or political crisis in Russia
scapegoats must be found. If there are any de-
veloping differences in the bureaucracy, be they
over policy or prestige, they must be suppressed.
In addition, this.is-a continuation of the sys-
tematic destruction of all of the old guard Bol-
sheviks. By now, anyone who became a Bolshevik
lmmedlately after the revolution can be consid-
ered “old guard.” And, with the expansion of
~Russia into eastern Eurupe, the Stalinist parties
of all the satellite countries are being physically
“destroyed and new ones replacmg' them. The old
Ieadershlps have been replaced in Poland, for ex-
ample. It is conceivable that Stalin Iooks uneas-
ily upon the sllght independence exercised b_y the
Stalinist leaders in their native countries and re-

gards them as a possible threat to his exclusive -

political control of Russia and eastern Europe.
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Gandhi: Man and Politician

Gandhiji, as he was known to the masses of India,
was a great man. There can be no question about this.

If we are prépared to speak of him as one of the great
-individuals of the 20th Century, we do not mean this
in terms of his histoMe importance, but rather in terms
+of his personality, his character and example. Gandhi
cannot measure up- to men like Marx, or Lenin, or
Trotsky, but he is far above a Wilson, or Roosevelt, or
Churehill, Trotsky described Gandhi as .a ‘“false
prophet,” which is correct, if we understand him to
mean ‘that Gandhi was a prophet who was wrong, but
nevertheless a prophet. The ironic violence of his death.

- may be the ultimate decision on the Utopian.character

of his doctrine of “non-violence,” but it also contains

. another reminder of the reactionary violence, ever in-

ereasing, prevalent in our times.

The eulogies tor Gandhi from the leaders of today
are false and hypocritical. They are -eulogies to the
old, conservative Gandhi, not the young Gandhi who
marched to the sea and made salt in defiance of British
impertalism. The spectacle of Churchill shedding tears
over the Mahatma, the man whom he once insulted as

“naked faquir,” and cast in jail, crowns the long ca-

i reer of an outstanding cynie. Gandhi, in his own way,
" spoke’for the oppressed masses of a nation striving for
" freedom. The more consistent and miltant his voice was
", during; those days, the more strident. and vicious were

the voices of the imperialists directed against him, with
Churgﬁlll in the lead. Nor do we recall the eloquent

Rooséyelt speaking for India’s cause at.any time. Mor-
ally, iri;ually, in terms of honesty and personal
traits@andhi was as far above ‘these men as he was
below™the great socialist leaders whose thoughts and

actions he opposed, and feared.
‘What was Gandhi’s great role in Indlan life and

“world history? It cannot be found in his social, political

or religious thought which was primitive and thorough-
ly reactionary. His belief and practice of orthodox
Hinduism, together with his own special development
of the doctrine of “ahimsa” (non-violent passive resist-
ance) ‘have small interest in and of themselves, and
concern us only insofar as they express important po-
litical characteristics of the nationalist movement
founded and led by Gandhi. Gandhi’s soeial conceptwns,
based upon a false idealization of Hmdu antiquity in
which’ the spinning wheel, caste life and Asiatic back-
wardness reigned, were uttelly reactionary. But his
social thought, again, had little importance in relation
to his practice. The man who opposed, in thought, all
forms of industrialization and modernization of India,
was,-in reality, the closest friend, spokesman and cham-
pion of India's rising industrial class (mill owners,
bankers, mérchants and manufacturers) and waged a

‘slirewd fight in their behalf against the oppressing

British master. The historic .measure of Gandhi, thus,
lies not in his doctrinaire attributes, nor his thought
and theory. It would be too easy, and false, to estimate
him on these grounds. It'must be sought elsewhere..
It is in his role as organizer, founder, leader, spokes-
man and tactician of the Indian nationalist movement
against imperialism that we find the answer. Gandhi, ul-
timately, will be remembered as the man who lifted
India’s broken masses to the heights of national con-
sciousness and gave its people a sense of the importance

of the fight for national freedom. He gave meaning to
the fight against British imperialism, he launched the
great campaigns of the 1920's
fion, etc.) and forced the worlid's attention upon the
crimes committed by imperialism against hundreds of
millions. Gandhi was the highest possible achievement of
nationalism, pure nationalism, possible in our century.
His type will never return. The young Gandhi was a fruly
heroic national figure.

But this objective evaluatlon must be completed by
underscoring his limitations very definite in nature,
His tactics and doetrine were important as sympto-
matic of these shortecomings, being determined by the
weakness of the national bourgeoisie for whom he
spoke. Gandhi organized the masses, it is true, but si-
multaneously he manipulated them. He threw them in-
to battle with Britain, unarmed anhd untrained, and
never hesitated to sound a retreat if matters seémed to
be getting out of hand. He never aimed higher than
compromise victories. .

Was Gandhi’s life and career a success? Did he

achieve his objectives, even in ‘a limited way? The an-
swer ean only be no,’ in all respects. The unquestioned
esteem in which he is held by people everywhere—not
alone the Indian people—is a tribute to his personality,
and also indicates the widespread sharing of his de-
sires for peace, fraternity’ and brotherhood. But unfor-
tunately, more is involved in a questioning of his ca-
reer. Is India free and independent? Only in the strict-
ly limited sense that direet foreign rule has been re-
placed by indirect foreign zule which now shares a
partnerghip with the rulers of India itself. Has na-
tional unity been achieved? The threatening catastro-
phe of war between India and Pakistan answers this.
~Have the multitude of social, economic and political
‘problems of the sub-continent been solved? Clearly,
Gandh1s career ended amid tragie circumstances, not
success. Gandhi, who knew this; was prepared to die.
He died a martyr to fallure, not -a hero of success. His
lifetime saw the start, rise and extinction of the nar-
row nationalism he lepresented It was tested and
failed. )

STRUGGLE FOR GANDHI'S IMAGE

But this does not mean we should dismiss his role
or his career. India’s future, in fact; would not permit
this. The entire conseryative chque who surrounded
Gandhi at his end will Seek to seize his image and dan-
gle it before the country as an emblem of social peace,
conservatism, diseipline and submission. Ignoring the
militant nationalism of the youthful Gandhi, the Indian
bourgeoisie will attempt to venerate the old Gandhi of
extreme conservatism. Will it succeed in this? The fact
that not a single major problem of India hag yet been

- solved—beginning with that of complete national free-

dom and ranging through the series of social and eco-
nomic problems—indicates the impossibility of this.
Gandhi' launched nationalism, but others—the social-
ists and revolutionists of India and Pakistan—must
carry through where he could not because he never ac-
cepted the essential relation between the winning of
national freedom and the winning of socialist freedom.
AVe respect’ and recognize the loss of Gandhi, the na-
tionalist leader who started 400 million people on the
long andgdifficult road whose ascent only others, wider
and more profound in perception, can now complete.

and 1930's (non-coopera--

_THE AMERICAN, by Howard Fast.

Duell Sloan- & Pearce. 337. pp.
$3.00 .

The Amerlcan like Fast's previous

historical writings is not so much an

‘historical study as it is the author’s

interpretation of how he considers
history should have been written: the,
sub-title indicates his approach to the
work, It ig called “A Middle Western
Legend.” Funk & Wagnalls describes
the work: “A narrative based chiefly
on tradition; hence, doubtful narra-
tive; fable; myth.” Considered in this
light then, The American is Fast's
confribution toward perpetuating a
legend. Since his sub-title betrays his
effort, it would be unfair to impute to
him an untoward purpose in inculcat-
ing in his work a feeling or meaning
for historieal truth.

This is the saga of John Peter Alf-

. geld, Governor of Illinois. The story

resolves chiefly about the Haymarket

Massacre, Altgeld’s role in defendingy 2
and freeing the accused, and the in<f

trigue _within"the Democratic Party
machine, which finally culminates in
its deposing him as governor. The

‘plot is-necessarily limited and prede-

termined. In juxtaposing, with Alt-
geld, persons such as Clarence Dar-
row, Brand Witlock, Eugene .Debs,
Bryan and other contemporaries, Fast
builds a deceptive picture, Since these
are real people, the reader is led to
believe he is abosrbing bona fide his-
tory.' This means of beguiling the

Plagiarist!

Howard Fast, who turns out a novel

- every si% months, seemingly only by

cranking his left hand, has now ad-
mitted how some of it is done—by
copying, -or if you want the nasty

“legal term, plagiarizing. Mr. Fast, an

assistant editor of the now defunct
New. Masses, has just paid $7,500 to

" Harry Barnard, author of “Eagle For-
' gotten,” a biography of John Peter

Altgeld, to settle a legal suit. In addi-
tion, Duell, Sloan & Pearce, Mr.
Fastls publisher, will seek to redress
some of the damage by republishing
Mr. Barnard's book.

The suit arose in 1945 at the time

_ of the publication of Fast's novel,

The American, a bastardized and fic-
tionalized life of Altgeld. A number

' of reviewers branded the book as a

“steal 'from Barnard's. work and, as

. Barnard himself charged, Fast also-
lifted pertment phraseology, all with--

out credif.
\ — V4

- ulism. Free silver,

public has been successfully utilized
by Hollywood in films such as Mis-
sion to Moscow and Wilson. .
The reason for Fast's use of this
method of writing books of this na-
ture is' apparent enough in reading
the beok. Legends become legends
because of their usefulness. But the
reason for perpetuating a legend has
its root causes. Fairy tales are per-
petrated upon children to appeal to
their imagination, but when they be-
come old enough they learn that the

legends taught them were a means of

opening up to them an interest in life
and the world. The danger in per-
petrating a legend in the world of
grown-ups is that they sometimes
never attain the maturity of intelli;

_gence to stand the shock of having

their dreams shattered; or are never
disillusioned of them. It is not by
more’ legends that the people are to
attain political maturity, but rather
sifting of what is of historical im-
portance so ‘they may understand
why these legends were prepared and
forced upon them.

Excerpts from the books dialogue
will enable the reader to ascertain
Fast's reasons. “...John Peter Altgeld
stood for five full minutes in front of
a cheering half-hysterical convention.
When he said, ‘The time has come for
us, the democrats, the Democratic
Party, to s'tand once more for democ-
racy and: ;no longer for plutocracy,’ a
roar went up such as never was heard
before.” . . . “When he declared for
free silver, they screamec:l_' approval.
‘Free money. and free people!’ They
stood to a-man shouting....” Here
precedent is set for present-day Pop-
a catch phrase
played upon by political montebanhks
in demagogic appeals, misled the peo-
ple into believing they had leader-
ship whose only interests were theirs,
at heart. ¢

Further: In a conversation (actual.
or concocted?), :Aligeld instructs
Brand Whitlock on the author’s re-
sponsibility to society: “So when you
write, Brand, turn your stories into
something more real than life itself.
You only know what's outside a man
in life, but sometimes a writer can
show the inside and the outside at
the same time.” What similar de-
mands are being made by the Stalin-
ist Party of their writers? Life itself,
is not enough. They must put into
life, something which isn’t there. “The
conceit of history is theirs,” borrow-
ing a phrase from James T. Farrell.

Furthef: -Formulating a platform,-
Altgeld dictates: “...we denounce in-

terference by Federal a{lthorities_in

“local affairs as a violation of the Con-

stitution of the United States'. . . la-
bor creates the wealth of the coun-
try . . . we demand the passage of
such laws as-may be necessary to pro-
tect it in all its rights . .. we demand
a Federal income iax, to be gradu-
ated. . . .” A precedent has here been
set for Henry Wallace. This is simi-
lar to what Wallace advocates in his
approach to the working man. The
Stalinist party hawks these and simi-
lar phrases and backs politicians who

-make these same appeals.

- Further: Writing - after his defea’c
he excoriates his enemies who
brought about’ his downfall. “It (the
Democratic Party) was confronted by
all the boodle that could be scraped
together on two continents, it was
confronted: by all the banks, all the
trusts, all the syndicates, all the cor-
porations; all the great papers.” Then
reflecting, “That at least was the so-
ber truth; and whatever his own fu-
ture was, or the party’s, let it be set
down that this single time at least,
the Democrats had fought bravely
against great odds.” Again the pat-
tern is set. The roll call of its enemies
is the roll call of the enemies (sic) -
of F.D.R. The insinuation is that the
Deniocratic Party, then ‘as now, de-

pended not upon banks, trusts, syn-

dicates,- corporations nor papers; that
it depended solely upon progressive
forces, -liberals, and wholly altruistic
minded citizens, who although - be-
lieving in the capltahst system like-
wise had delusions that the“system
contained within itself a cure for its
own excesses.

. Limitless other instances of infer-
ence could be cited and quoted. Space
does not -permit their inclusion. It
will take well qualified historians. to
.unravel the threads of distortion and
obfuscation Fast here weaves. Sift-
ing the wheat from the chaff will con-
sume time needed for less sordid in-
quiries intg historical truth,

' Norman Johnstone.

"Received From

Progressive Book Club
HOW IT HAPPENS, by Pearl Buck
and Erna von Pufsau—A pretty dull
and valieless description of the de-
cay of:a middle elass famlly, the kind
that gave substance to Hitler's Rezch
as seen through the eyes of a young
woman,

EISENHOWER—LIBERAL MILITARIST

The last has not been heard of General Eisen-
hower.

Unless an irresistible draft-Eisenhower boom
takes place—and evidences for its possibility are
not lacking—Eisenhower’s declination to run for
the presidency postpones the beginning of signifi-
cant political activity on his part until the next
national elections. But barring completely unfore-
seeable circumstances, his candidacy is possible
at that time.

How is his exceptlonal popular;ty to be ac-
counted for? And it is exceptional. Poll after poll
has indicated that he could win the election with
relative ease. He was, among other things, “the
only Repubhcan favored over Truman by union
members, low-inconie groups and veterans.”

Part of his popularity is unquestionably due
to his role in the war. Far enough up in-the mili-
tary hierarchy to have had little contact with
troops, he escaped the odium which, for instance,
became attached to the name of Patton. And, un-
li_ke-the ego-maniac Montgomery, he was judi-
cious in his public pronouncements. Further, he
is obviously an intelligent person, He was picked
for his job during the war.not primarily for his
strategical or tactical abilities — those problems
were resolved in lower and higher echelons—but
for his ability to mediate among top allied politi-~
cal and military personnel. These qualifications
are more or less known to the general population,
where they assume a New Deal caste.

THE UNSTAINED

Eisenhower is commonly viewed as bemg un-
corrupted by party intrigue. And ‘eertainly this
has been a political year requiring strong stomi-
achs. The previous doubts as to which party he
belonged. to, and the current Platonic character
of his relation- to'the Republicans, has an un-
doubted attractiveness. There is a feeling that
“he’ll get in there and straighten both of them
out.” He appears as a non-partisan candldam.

And certamly one of the factors in his popu-
larity to date is that die has not officially. commit-
ted himself on any number of important issues..
He has had little chance to offend anybody

It is difficult to know how much is personal
in his declining, and how much has been planned
—and there is more than a little evidence of very
careful planning. His statement, however, is re-
vealing. The following is the relevant portion:

“It is my conviction that the necessary and
wise subordination of the military to civil power
will be best sustained and our people will have
greater confidence that it is so sustained when
lifelong professional soldiers, in the absence of
some obvious and overriding reasons, abstain
from seekmg high political office.”

The year 1952 can well provide the “ob?iods
and overriding reasons” which Eisenhower spe-
cifies. That is the year whiéh“experts," who may
or may not know what they are talking about,

"have set as the one by which Russia- will have

developed’ the atomic bomb. In any event it is a
year destined to be one of extreme international
tengion. From the capitalist point of view, Eisen-
h&r is. the ideal figure to rally the people of
this country into the war with Raasm.

INTERIM INTENTIONS

Were he to serve now (and for the capitalists
there would be positive benefits to be derived
therefrom) it is possible that by 1952 he would
have dissipated a great deal of his attractive
force. In the absence of a pressing national crisis
there is a great deal of politics currently being
played in Congress. The backwoods types Eisen-
hower would have to contend with could well com-
promise him. ’

Eisenhower can use the ensuing four years
to cultivate the civilian pose and to learn a little
about that abnormal world of civilians. His tour
of duty at Columbia will serve to remove the mili- -
tary stigma which his letter of declination shows
he is uncomfortably 'aware of. And then ... . and
then, when the hour strikes, the scholar will re-
luctantly—but . like a good soldier!—heed the na-
tion’s call!

Another possible reason deterring Eisenhower
and his backers may be a desire not to precipitate
international tensions. England would begin to
sweat, for instance, at the pace of events, and
Russia could use the Eisenhower election to good
propaganda advantage.

In thé meantime Eisenhower’s dry run has
given his backers a chance to assess his political
weight. It is ‘obvious that a certain stratum of
the capitalist class has found their man.

With Eisenhower as President, Marshall as
Secretary of State and Bradley as Army Chief of
Staff, governmental power ‘would be centralized
#n the hands of three old Army cronies. The mili-
tarization of our government, which has been
taking place with great deliberation in the last
two years, would then be more complete. :
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Urges Palestme Partition

Dear Editor:

We should be for the partition of
Palestine for these reasons:

(1) The two basic concepts of in-
ternationalism are these: (a) the
right of self-determination, including
the right of each nation to form a
state of its own. Only a hypocrite
or a fool will any longer deny that
the Jews wish to form a state of
their own. .

To counterpose to this the solution
advocated by LABOR ACTION, the
convocation of a Constituent Assem-
bly based on majority rule, could
only ‘ensure unending violence and
bloodshed. For such a solution would
. permit the Arabs to form their own

state (this right they already have

through partition), but would also

leave the question as to whether a

Jewish state should be set up or not,

not to a decision of the Jews them-

selves, but to a decision made by the
© Arabs. Where nations other than the

Jews are involved, this is known as

imperialism and national oppression.

(In Europe one of the chief instru-

ments of national oppression was

precisely this concept of majority
rule—in the XKaiser’s Reich, in the

Hungarian Empire, in the- Polish

state, etc.)

(2) There has been a great deal of
hysterla caused by the violence in
Palestine. It must be pointed out that:

(a) Only exceptionally fortunate
- nations have won their independence
without violence.

(b) The publicity given the 1,000
persons killed in Palestine stands in
sharp contrast to the silence main-
tained by all papers whild® six mil-
lion Jews were being slaughtered
(until the end of the war, when the
issue was used as propaganda against
Germany). The organizer of this
silence was the British Foreign Office
(abetted by the State Department,
"the anti-Semites and the Jewish as-
similationists), which sought to pre-
vent the Jews' escape from Hitler's
Europe, so as not to be forced to
deal with their pressure to enter
Palestine after the war. The present
disproportionate publicity given to
the violence has the same forces be-
hind it, with the same objective: to
prevent the Jews' escape ito Pales-
tine.

(c) The possible tens of thousands
of dead in Palestine must be weighed
against the certainty of destruction
of the million remaining Jews in Eu-

_ rope if partition fails. To be against
partition is to be for the annihila-
tion of the remaining Jews.

(3) The content of the two nation-
alisms are different. The Jews occu-
py the status of inferiors in the Mid-

« dle East. In Yemen they must get

off the sidewalks when meeting Arabs
and are locked up in ghettos at night.
In other countries they are segre-
gated and terrorized —more Jews
have been killed in ‘Arab countries
since 1940 than in the recent fighting
in Palestine (but without publicity).
The reason for this growth of anti-
Semitism is the same as in Germany,
Poland, etc.—i.e, growth of national-
ism. (The idea that it stems from
“Zionist *imperialism” may be dis-
missed as the chatter of emptyheads,
unless these people wish 1o argue
that there is something racially in-
herent in the Arabs that makes them
different from all other nations.)

At the head: of Arab nationalism
stands the Mufti. During the war,
when the Bulgarian government
wished to ship 4,000 Jewish children
to safety, he personally intervened—

‘and had them Kkilled. He repeated this -

exploit at Bratislava and in general

spearheaded the-drive to exterminate

the Jews. To the shame of the move-

ment, some comrades justify this ac-

tivity as being based on patriotic mo-

tives—as though Hitler had different
_motives!

But, indignant souls emphasize,
there are Jewish fascists too! This
generally refers to Jabotinsky. To
this there are two replies: (a) Jabo-
tinsky and his followers never be-

© yYour

came leaders of the Jews. (b) Here
are some examples of Jabotinsky's
program for the Arabs: “In every
cabinet where the Prime Minister is
a Jew, the Vice-Premiership shall be
offered to an ‘Arab,. and vice-versa.

..No state law, no coin, no bank-
note shall be valid unless executed
in both Hebrew 'and Arabic....Com-
plete - cultural autonomy....Allot-
ments of land shall be distributed...
to Jewish and Arab applicants indis-
criminately,” etc.

Recently the ! Arab leadership has
announced its intention to suppress
or exterminate all Jewish commu-
nities in Palestine. There's something
of a difference between the two “fas-
cisms,” no?

* (4) The British are trying desper-
ately 4o block partition. They helped
in the extermination of the Jews
durlpg the war by blockading their
escape; they permitted the Mufti to
esr:a"p'e; they have given official status
to the Mufti's National Guard while

B3

hindering the . Haganah; they are
blinking at English laws fo permit
ex - servicemen to volunteer against
the Jews; they have sold $25,000,000
worth of arms to the Arabs. The U. S,
also with an eye on oil, refuses to
sell arms to the Jews.

For the Jewish nation-this is a last
desperate struggle to survive. For the
Arabs it is a fight to prevent the Jews
from obtaining egquality with them-
selves (the question of an Arab mi-
nority in the Jewish state is not in-
volved, for the Arabs are fighting
against any Jewish state in princi-
ple, with or without an Arab minor-
ity). The Arabs are stronger in num-
bers, in equipment and above all in
wealth and imperialist backing. But
because of the nature of the aims of
the two nations, the Jews can still
win,

But they must have arms! It is our
duty to start a ceaseless agitation in
every organization and with every
individual, both Jewish and non-Jew-
ish, about this question.

Break the arms blockade against
the Jews! '

Leon Shields.

Criticizes Paper’s Ediferial

Dear Editor:

Allow me to join in the lament on

“editorial tragedy” entitled
“Palestine Tragedy.”
" ‘The- slogan 'of “Cease Fire” is an
‘excellent one ‘and one that fits the
situation. It is, however, owvershad-
owed by the  mass of the editorial
that is contradictory, contains errors
in theory and above all is full of ab-
stractions and " does not give us a
guiding line for action to meet the
PRESENT situation.

How achieve a. “Cease Fire”? The -

editorial states (by the Jews making)
“glaborate and scrupulous assurances
to the Arab people and to make the
greatest number of reasonable con-
cessions.” I don’t ask for a blueprint
but pray, comrade editors, please
give us a hint as to what kind of “as-
surances” and “concessions.” Should
not a demand for ‘cease fire” appeal
to the Arab workers as well‘*

After allcw.rmg any ordinary reader
to study the' editorial, I am sure that
nine out of ten wouldn't answer the
gquestion “Does or does not LABOR.
ACTION and the Workers Party ac-
cept partition,” By accepting parti-
tion, I mean not hailing it but ac-
cepting it in the same sense that

LABOR ACTION accepted the par-.

tition' of India.

Let’s look at India. A rehg:ous
group—the Moslems—demanded the
right to separate from the nation or
nationalities ethat exist in India: No-
body, not even_ Ali Jinnah, claimed
the Moslems were a nation. Yet the
Workers Party and LABOR ACTION,
while deploring the situation, came
out CLEARLY for their right to sep-
aration, and with no long sermons on
majority rule.

‘RIGHT OF SEPARATION
Palestine, on the other hand, it is
universally conceded, IS inhabited by
TWO NATIONS. No matter what
should have been or is the better
course of action, socialists who be-
lieve in the right of self-determina-
tion -must allow the smaller nation-
ality«#the right to separ'ate itself from

the larger (majority) nationality and -

constitute its own unit.

Lenin never tired of repeating that
the essence, the very heart of the .
right of self -determination is the
right of a nationality not to be count-
ed as part of a larger unit but to sep-
arate, secede and form its own unit
within which majority rule will op-
erate. The editorial counterposing
majority rule to partition was an er-
ror in principle. Whatever can be
said against partition, majority rule.

 has no place in the discussion.

‘Where a smaller ‘nationality. wants
to separate itself, Lenin -point out
that the- first responsibility of up-
holding this right fell on the revolu-
tionists of the majority nationality;

in this case, the Arab labor move-
ment. The editorial should have men-
' tioned that. fact.

In case of open warfare to prevent

a minority nationality from separat-

ing, from seceding, the position of a

revolutionary is obvious, unless the

! defensive' struggle of this nation is
subordinated to a larger imperisfist

war. At present open warfare can be

avdiled by the proper political steps.

Emphasis should be put on the

“Cease Fire” and the political at-

- tempt of isolating the elements both ;

“amongst the Jews and the Arabs who
feed the flames of war and irredent-
ism. This means above all the Mufti,

In my opinion, the most effective
way, ‘POLITICALLY, to minimize
bloodshed is by immediate independ-

ence for both the Arab and Jewish:

states. As long as the possibility exists
of destroying the two states, so long
will there be a premium- on violence.
Immediate independence will not
eliminate bloodshed but in the long
run will keep it tog
‘probable pattern t at the violence

will take is continued guerrilla fight-

ing until independence, a flare-up of
large-scale fighting, tapering off to
zero as the two states estabhsh them-
selves- finally. & = - o 19

In addition we must call for the.

reunion of the country info a volun-
tary federation of the two sovereign
states. The braided geographical bor-
ders, the close interconnection of the
economy of the two countries makes
federation a practical slogan, appeal-
ing. o the need of both the Jews and

Arabs. Only federation can guaran-

tee the maintenance of the present
living standards ®f the Arabs and
Jews or provide for the economic
basis for large-scale immigration.
Justified Arab labor opposition to
partition should be directed away
from “irredentism” to re-unification
by voluntary federation.

With national feelings at -their
height, federation of two sovereign
states is the only form that re-uni-

fication can take. Even where na-
tional feelings are normal, as in post-
revolutionary Russia, a federation
was established by thes Bolsheviks,
until destroyed by the Stalin dicta-

" torship. To speak of re-unification in.

general and of a single Constituent
‘Assembly’ is philosophy -and not poli-
tics. !

Slogans of the day are: Immediate
Independence — Abolish British and
UN Transitional Rule—Re-Unite Pal-
estine by Voluntary Federation.

Yours truly,
Al Firxdley.

minimum. The

A Defense of Labor Action’s Pohcy

Continning our discussiongforum 0}1
the problem of Palestine, we are
publishing two additienal communi-
cations from our readers which pre-
sent a viewpoint sharply different
from that held by LABOR ACTION.
We are also presenting a reply to the
communications received, defending
our original editorial stand. In view
of the fact that the five letters pub-
lished have been  exclusively
AGAINST the LABOR ACTION, ed-
itorial, we can see no pessible objec-
tion to the fact that Henry Judd’s
article, in the name of the editorial
staff, is somewhat longer than the
limits set in the discussion,

Contributions from our readers, not
exceeding 1,000 words in length, are
still welcome and will be published
in the order in which they are re-
ceived.—Editor. . '

Y /

The editorial 'statement “Pale-
stine Tragedy”, originally published
in LABOR ACTION, has stirred up
a good deal of discussion and con-
troversy. This exceedingly complex
question (except to those with pre-
conceived answers and thus pos-
sessing that comfortable sureness
common to all doctrinaires) was not
“solved” by our editorial, nor was
it intended as such. The fact that
our statement announced the begin-
ning of a diseussion in LABOR

ACTION suffices to indicate it ten-

tative character. Yet the publication
of no less than five letters from
readers, all of whom disagree sub-
stantially with the editorial, con-
vinces us that we were on the right
road, our critics are in serious error.

We shall not reply to each individ-
ually—all, from the calm presenta-
tion of the problem in Sylvia Weiss’
letter to the unforunate demagogic
outburst of Leon Shields, advance
the same position of support to
partition and offer basically the
same arguments.
intended to cover all letters, and are

not to signify an end to the discus-

sion in LABOR ACTION, but rather
.an interim defense.

Leon Shields is, in any case, con-
sistent and clear. Whereas the other
contributors advance the position
that the Jews are engaged in a
struggle for national existence, that
this right is theirs, that the right of
self-determination. and separation
is theirs ete. (all of which statements
we acknowledge, accept and grant!),
Shields is the only one who draws
the 'political conclusion from his
analysis that socialists must sup-
port this struggle, arms in hand, and
he urges a campaign for arms to the

Jewish fighters in Palestine. Comrade -

Findley, however, thinks our slogan
of “Cease Fire” is an excellent one!
More arms and cease fire, somehow,
do not jibe. Thus we see even among
the “pro-partitionists” a bit of con-
fusion. This does not mecessarily
reflect on our critics, but merely
indicates the difficulty and comp-
plexity of the problem.

Beginning about the time of
Trotsky’s recognition, in 1939, of
the progressive character of Jewish
nationalist aspirations as.distinet
from Zionism, the Workers Party,
and LABOR ACTION, alone among
revolutionary socidlist and Marxist
organizations have steadily evolved
a new, flexible, non-doctrinaire ap-
proach to this question. Having re-
jected as outmoded the former or-
thodox position (Lenin and Kautsky)
according to which assimiliation
would ‘settle the “Jewish Question”,
in light of its basic analysis of the
revival of nationalism when related
to the socialist struggle, the Workers
Party and LABOR ACTION, as
against the entire Trotskyist move-
ment, championed the right of the

remnants of the Jewish people, sur--

vivors of Hitler, to free immigration
to Palestine. Then  the Workers
Party developed a conerete politieal
program for Palestine itself, around

Qur remarks are’

the slogan of a common Arab-Jew-
ish struggle against imperialism, and
for a -solution of the inner Pales-
tine problem by means of a 'sove-
reign - Constituent Assembly. The -
‘essence of this position was recogni- -
tion of a fundamentally common
progressive link between Arab and
Jewish nationalist aspirations, but
only under certain cireumstances
we shall specify below. '

NOT &AT_IONAI. STRUGGLE
Now a further step is proposed

to us by our critics—namely, we

of the Jewish people in Palestine
should champion the eurrent struggle
against the Arabs, on the grounds
that it is a progre¥sive national
struggle (in the Leninist sense,
according to several of our critics)
and therefore must be supported.
We consider this proposal to be
entirely wrong and must reject it,
regardless . of our apprebiation of
the spirit in which it is made. Why"
Because it.is false that, in the cir-
» cumstances under which the frat-
ricidal semi-war in. Palestine is
being fought, the issue is that of a
national minority attempting to win
its independence from an oppress-
ing majority. Such  an analysis -of
events in Palestine, a distortion of
reality and an oversimplification. of
the problem, is precisely what must
be proven by our critics, not merely
asserted! It can only be done by
abstracting Palestine  from the
world, the imperialist 'world concre-
~tely, and attempting to make us
believe that the issue in Palestine
is 500,000 Jewish people seeking to
win freedom from ‘one million Ara-
bian exploiters—a case of Poland,
let us say, fighting for separation
during the days of the Czarist
‘Empire. In this superficial picture,
of course, the Mutfi is equivalent to.
the Czar, and some individuals like
Shields have permitted themselves
to be so far thrown off balance as
to imply a ~““defense” of the dead
Revisionist Jabotinsky who, you see,
was so broadminded towards the
Arabs that he was willing to have,

coins printed in Arabic and Hebrew, =

‘no less! (The military forces in Ger-
many are so “fair” towards the
Germans that they allow all money
to be executed only in German).
Simultaneously with his recogni-
tion of the progressive nature of
revived Jewish nationalism, Trotsky

warned of the trap Palestine could’

prove to be, under Zionist leadership.
In our opinion, this trap was set
and has now been touched off. This
constitutes, in part, the Palestine
tragedy. Why? Because national-
ism, like any other social force,
is neither progressive nor reaction-
ary in and of itself. Nationalism
is a force in -our world which can
under given conditions, be directed
toward revolutionary and democratie
goals and thus become part and
parcel of the socialist struggle. But
if nationalism is made use of by
and becomes subordinated to imper-
ialism, or if nationalism seeks to
gain its object at the expense of and
over the body of ‘another - people,
then it is being exploited for reac-
tionary purposes. What is the case
in Palestine today? Abstractly con-
sidered, the struggle of the Arab
masses against imperialism, as well
as the struggle of the Jewish masses.
against imperialism is progressive
and must be supported. But there
. must he a struggle ‘against imper-
ialism,; and not against one another!
The attempt of the, Zionist move-
ment and its supporters to assert.
its will and achleve it ends against
and at.the expense of the Arabs
in Palestine is every bit as reaction-
ary as. the attempt on the part of
the Arab League, and its supporters’
to prevent the Jews from winning
their national aspirations. Pales-
tine, gripped within the embrace of
world imperialism, is the scene
today of a fratricidal struggle which
is equally ‘reactionary end wrong on

WP Fund Dnve ls Now In Its Final Month!

YETTA BARSH, Fund Campaign Director.

This week Philadelphia and San Pedre joined the 100 per-
tenters i“, our Fund Drive. Hence in the ninth week of the
Drive, 12 of the 28 participating units have fulfiilled or have
oversubscribed their quotas. The end of this week saw & $712.00
rise in the national goal to a total of $10,308.75 or 69 percent

of the $15,000 goal.

Most significant in the trend .is the determmatwn by most
of our branches to continue their efforts in behalf of the Drive,
iespite fulfillment of their local quotas.

set by the Buffalo branch which reahzed its $600.00 goal in the
frst two weeks of the drive and which nevertheless conElnued
to press efforts for a maximum achievenient. To date, Buffalo
has oversubscribed its quota by $145.00. Its organizer, while
in N. Y. for a conference, promised that there would be no
slackening in the efforts of the branch. The Manhattan Unit
of the Socialist Youth League, Connecticut, Hibbing, Balti-
more and Streator have followed the Buffalo example. San
Pedro, which only two weeks ago was in the zero category,
entered the race ‘last week with a $20.00 contribution and
added $100.00 this week, thus oversubscrlbmg 1ts quota. The
branch promises adetlonal funds.

Comrade Karetny, , Fund Drive Dlrector of Philadelphia,

This pace was formally

.$15,000 fund drive.
NI soiicarraseinsssransassensassnnesss

Address ...

Readers of LABOR ACTION: Do your, share! Help us
hit the 100 per cent mark early. Send us your contribution

LTI

Date...ooessisnansss

LTTY]

State....eern

e

City

which from the very beginning of the drive has done a splendid
job, now writes, in the spirit of the other branches which have
refused to pause at the 100 percent mark “I am sending $25.00

next week for several additions to the 100 percent category
and several more oversubscriptions. For the former, it seems
to us that Akron, Cleveland, Detroit and San Franciseco are
next in line. Remember that there are only four weeks left
to the Drive: ;

There are only four weeks left! Let's drive hard and fast now. -
The by-word nf every branch now should be "Oversubscribe.”  ~.. . [

" Branch

Buffale ............
Connecticut ...
Hibbirg ...........
San Pedro ..
_Baltimore
Streator ..
Boston .......
Indiana

Oregon ............
Philadelphia ..

Cleveland
Detroit ...ccovenne
San. Franciseo ...

immediately. herewith which brings us to 100 percent of our Fund quota. New York City ........
WORKERS PARTY We are not stopping at this and will continue to raise mere Reading ...,
4 Court Square money for the Fund. Here’s to a successful fulfillment of the Newark ...
Long Island City 1, N. Y. Drive.” . ; Chicago ...
- : th Seven units, or one-fourth of all the participating units ﬁ{;‘sﬁ‘gg‘ﬁdg?ﬁ'
Enclosed find 2 $...coeunescirunsinse contribution to the have already oversubseribed their quotas. We are looking to the £

West: V1rg1n1a
Miscellaneous ...
Pittsburgh ... s

e B

Manhattan SYL ...............

New York Misc. ...................

Akron .o LY A, L s

Quota Pet,

Jan. 26

$30.00 $52.00 173

600.00 745.00 124
50.00 60.00 120

‘ 5.00 6.00 120
wreeers 100.00 120.00 120
100.00 119.00 119
20.00 21.00 105

60.00 60.00 © - 100

50.00 50.00 - 100

20.00 20.00 100

50.00 50.00 <100

400.00 400.00 100 -

....... 400,00 - 315.00 79
....... 500.00 385.00 77
e 800.00 582.00 73
. 1,000.00 706.35 71

. 4,000.00 2,619.98 65
i * 7500 49.00 65
veeneeeee 400,00 257.29 64
.. 1,500.00 938.63 63
e 500,00 300.50 60
e 3,500.00 2,061.00 59
. 400.00 200.00 50
. 200.00 100.00 50
.  35.00 16.00 46
v 150.00° 60.00 40
v 40.00 15.00 37
...... . 25.00 00.00 0
$15,000.00  $10,308.75 69

Labor Action Readers Discuss Palestine Polic

botk sides because it can only benefit
imperialism, which snatches up and
utilizes, for its own ends, both Arab
and Jewish nationalism. ,Can. the
Jews attain national statehood by
fighting the Arabs? No. they can
only succeéd in becoming the slavish
tools . and - dupes of imperialism,

American .imperialism in this..in-

stance. Can thel Arabs win their

freedom by -destroying the. Jews?

No, for they must then accept a
role as agents to British and, event-
qually, Russian imperialism.

What conditions are necessary for
a progressive nationalist 'struggle?
It must be directed against imper-

ialism and its agents. It must be

carried on independently, in a politi-
cal scene of ‘any third imperialist
force. Its aims must be achievable
without the trampling under foot of
the rights and aspirations of any
other people. In our opinion, not a
-single one of these conditions holds
in Zionist-led struggle in Palestine.
It surely does not hold for the Arab
side. “The Jews have ‘the right to
separation, partition, say our critics.
Even when the exercise of that right,
under the conditions, means fratri-
cidal war with another oppressed
people, the calling in of foreign arms
and support to win the war, the con-
quest—at least .in. part—of the op-
posing.people, and the continued sub-
jection of the country to imperialism
—+that . is, UN. control instead ‘of
British mandate? Such is not the
exercise of a democratic right, but
subniissioni to a false policy and the
springing of a trap. Do our eritics
believe that the UN partition, which
théy propose we accept, can he

effected, put into practice, in any"

other way? The events since Novem-
ber 29,.with the steady capitulation
of the Jewish leadership to UN and
American imperialism, give the an-

swer. An independent struggle is.

possible in Palestine, yes, but never
one of Arab against Jew so long
“'as. imperialism still donfinates the
scene, This holds true alike for both
Arabs and Jews.

EXAMPLE OF INDIA

Findley demands that we. look
at India. We willingly accept his
request because it illustrates our
point., The differences that is, not
the similarities which Findley be-
lieves prove his case. In India, says
Findley with complete truth, LABOR

ACTION accepted the partition of.
that country into the Dominions of -

India and Pakistan. Not only did we
accept it, but long before (again,
alone in the Trotskyist movement)
we championed the ' right of the
Moslem people to self-determination,
that is, separatioh. But the division
of India, took place under entirely
different circumstances than the
division' of Palestine, (1) India’s
partition took place simultaneously
with the necessary withdrawal of
British imperialism; in fact, the two
were intimately bound up—with-
drawal of imperialism to the position
of indirect rule made possible parti-
tion—that is, (2) an agreement, an
understanding between the two rival
political leaderships of the Hindu

. and Moslem communities. Is this the

case in Palestine? Is imperialism
withdrawing from the scene, as in

India? Pray, do not tell us the '

British mandate is ending—yes, to
be replaced by the UN “mandate”,
controlled by America. Has there
been an agreement reached between
the two communities, or is the
partition purely something’ proposed
by the external, foreign agency (UN)
and accepted by only one of the
communities concerned? If the pro-
posed division of - Palestine was
similar to that which occured -in
India last year, we would have

accepted it. It is the differences that -

preclude such a course, Suppose
Britain had proposed an Indian divi-
sion unacceptable tp the Hindus, but
accepted by the Moslem League. And
that then the Moslems, armed and
supplied by the British imperialism,
had gone to war to effect this parti-
tion? This, which fortunately did
not oceur, would be closer to the
picture at present represented by

"Palestine.

' Finally, Findley demands that we
concretize the meaning of the origi-
nal editorial, and clarify some of its
statements, Let me briefly. elaborate.
The slogan “Cease Fird” is. clear
enough. It means that both sides are
to end the fratricidal strife and to
seek, by all possible means, to arrive

‘at” a satisfactory and peaceful solu-

tion. As an agitational slogan, this is
directed equally against both leader-

shxps and. all orgamzahons now do- g
ing their best to enflame the situa-:
tion; its posttzve goal is to’arouse pop-

jular support among 'both Jewish ‘and,

Arab workers who have all to lose,
by continuation of the war to the &%
tent that they;shall force their lead-~
ership to half.
could be used by a revolutionary van-

 guard among the Jewish and A‘rab

workers today? None of ‘our crmcs
proposés any, except Shields " who
‘shouts for “war.” (No nation has wpr_;_
independence without violence, he in- '
forms us, forgetting that this violence -
must be directed against a resl enemy
and oppressor.)

AFTER CEASE FIRE |

But we do not stop wnh thls slogan
Once firing has ceased, the 'basic
problem still remains, although 1_t w:lll

cause it will signify a popular. will to
arrive at a solution. Is it not. obvm_us

that it- is intervening 'imperi'elisin
(the remaining British and the anx-
ious Amerjcan . interventionists). who'
are ‘stimulating the firing? * What
next? The answer suggested ln the
editorial no doubt needs elaboratlml,
which we ‘propose to offer, Comrade
"Findley does not demand blueprmts

but at least “hints” of what is meant -

by: “assurances and -concessions”’ on
both sides. Here are some that spr ng
readily to mind.

(' A solemn declaration by

Arab and Jewish political 1eadersl‘1§ps
that henceforth the problem.of Pa!es-

“‘tine is no longer_in the hands of im-
perialism (UN, ete.), but is the exelu- - et (
sive concern of the two peoples in- ;

volved. A declaratwn of Palestiné’s

What. other slogan

4

independence- from the world nf 1m- B

perialist intervention.
(2) The complete renuncxatwn 'by

the Zionist' movement of its dim 1o o

make a Jewish state out of the whole
of . Palestine, and its recogmtmu of
all “the democrat:c rights and free-'
doms that. belong to the Arabs as weJ,l
‘as “the Jews This means the epen

Tk

abandonment of the !ong»held mest

pelmcal goal.

(3) Snmulfcnenns with the remnvul
of imperialism's hand, an _qﬂemp_!"l_o

solve by mutual agreement the pro-

blem of the inner relations between
the two 'peoples inhabiting: the couns
try. Does this signify pnrﬂ!inn? Im-
portant and basic as this issue it..
it is not the question, as our crifics -
believe. 'We' ‘oppose partition; we
oppose uncnndlhonqlly a UN parti-
tion which can only be enforced in
the reactionary manner we have' des
scribed. But'we recognize that parti-

_tion may. be,’ eéven probably can: be,

a step towards a solution, The Jedits

orial definitely stated this. "..... the °

status quo of partition can be €on-
ceived of as a possible fransition to
a selution . . ., This will depelld
upon ‘the conditions and circum-
stances under which a partition  is
arranged, carried out, agreed u‘poll
etc. LABOR ACTION is absolutely not
against a partition solution of Pale-
stine as a "lesser evil" to continued
and expanded warfare betweeti Arub
and Jew which, to us, is the "grﬂfiﬂ’
possible of all evils." But this parti-
tion cannot be a UN imposed parti-

o

tion, backed by combined Jewishs

imperialist bayonets! Is this not clear?:

It will be said: But clearly neithér -

the Arab ' League mor - the - Zionist
leadership will accept™ such a. pro=
gram. Granted. We are -as awai' as’
the next that such a program for: ;Qc-‘
onciliation - and common’ strlfggle
against common enemies must be: un-
posed upon both leaderships; by 'chelr
own peoples under socialist leader=
‘ship. But is not the first step towa’rd
the implementing of such' a program’
the arming of a few socialist. Arabs
and a few socialist Jews w:th ‘a cor-
rect ideological, political and soecial

-understanding -of what is’ needed" .

This has been and will remain the

modest ‘aim of LABOR ACTIONh

predicated upon it§ rejection of beth~
blind 'Zionist chauvinism 'and “the -
equally blind denunciation of Pro=
gressive nationalism by the orthodox .
Trotskyist parties. “Down with parti- -
tion,” say-the Cannonites (SWP); but
dare not take the ‘next step of. sups
porting the Arabs who are engaged '
in fighting partition.. “Support’ parﬁt-

tion,” say our critics; most of .whom 3

fear to face the meed for its enforce,-
ment (with Shields’ exceptmn) “We'

reject both ideas, “Cease fire; ]0111 to<

gether through mutual concess;ons__

and assurances, cast out imperialism; -~

and settle \your own problems,: by
your own partition; if needs'be.”
HENRY JUDD

v

Date:
Time: 8:30 P. M.

Place:

New York Workers Party Public Meehng
"Wallace and the Thlrd Party™

Speakers: EMANUEL GARRETT, Edifor of Labor Acfio.n.
HAL DRAPER, Editor of The New lnfernafuonal

.THURSDA¥ FEBRUARY 12, 1948

 VICTORIA HALL, Irving Pluza. lrv}ng Pluce
and 15th Sfreei @

Admission: 25 G_E_HTS
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