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Germ an Workers Figh;

Against Hunger Diet

by HENRY JUDD

Hundreds of thousands of industrial
workers in Germany’s Ruhr Valley
cities participated last week in mass
hunger demonstrations against their
starvation rations. In the key indus-
trial cities of Duisburg, Mulheim, Es-
sen and Dinslaken, workers from the
coal mines, iron and steel plants
walked: out in 24-hour demonstra-

/ tions which threaten to be only the
beginnings of mass action on the part
of the six million people who 4dive in
the Ruhr region. .

The basic cause of these actions is
the outright shortage of all foods,
which has driven the promised ra-
tion of 1,550 calories daily far below
that mark. At the same time, in
Frankfurt, officials warned that the
worst is yet to come during the
months of February, March and
April,, before spring sets in. It was
predicted that the 40 million Ger-
mans living in' the American and
British zones would not receive a

h -

single “gram of fat and little meat,”
beginning on February 1. “For the
first time since the end of the war
we really face famine,” said Dr. Geb-
hard Seelos, president of the German
Bizonal Execufive Commitiee. All re-
serves and winter stocks have now
been exhausted, and the great need
is for fats, meat and flour.

The response of the occupation
authorities to this menacing situation
has been typical. British and Amer-
ican' military government spokesmen
have simply placed the entire blame
upon the Germans, particularly the
farming section of the population.
The economic chaos and stagnation
existing in Germany, which forces
the farmer tb resort to black market
‘sales and qperations in ‘the hope of
there receiving some of the things he
desperately needs for his farm, is di-
rectly the responsibility of the occu-
pying authorities. They have had full
charge of German life since May, 1945.

(Cont. on p. 3 in World Politics col.)
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Palestine Clashes
Threaten Open War

By AL FINDLEY

The fratricidal war in Palestine
continues to increase in intensity and
to reap a harvest of dead and wpund-

- ed, plys the disruption of the econ-

omy of both peoples. The main re-
sponsibility for the bloodshed lies in
the UN plan that acts as an incentive
to Bloodshed. The UN recommended
the establishment of two independent
states and provided for a dangerous
transition period under the British,
to be .followed!by an interim period
under the UN. Such an arrangement
is. .an open "invitation to violence.
The Mufti and the Arab League glad-
1y welcomed this invitation and acted
upon it. Théy have thé not unreason-
able hope that the plan can be upset
and the precarious impérialist bal-
ance in favor of partition won over
to their point of view by “action” and
"by oil. '

The military policy of the Muﬂ,i\_A
bands has been a non-discriminatory .

one. All:Jews have been declared
legitimate targets, whether ‘armed or
not. No distinction is made between
civilians or armed’ groups and - little
attempt is made to spare women and
children. This criminal policy is de-
liberate on the part®of the Mufti. He

wants to start an all-out war of ALL .

Arabs against ALL Jews. How better
do this than by provoking retaliatory
attacks on innocent Arabs. He hopes
thus to consolidate the anti-war
Arabs behind his war program.

The British are continuing to aggra-

vate the situation in Palestine. At
best their policy ‘is one of “benevo-
lent neutrality to the Mufti bands.”
They continue their policy of not de-
fending any attacked group, whether
Jews or Arabs; the disarming of the
Haganah and the official sale of lim-
ited quantltles of arms to the coun-
tries ‘of the Arab League. Black mar-
ket sale of arms by English police
is reaching scandalous proportions
without any interference by the au-
thorities. The only condemnatory
statement issued by the British was

in relation to' the blowing up of a

hotel by ‘the Haganah.

Many reports tend to indicate that‘

the " British - "Foreign Office is more
than benevolently neutral to the
Mufti. The suspicious activity - of
Brig. Gen. Clayton in the Arab capi-

tals underlies the British guilt. Gen.

Clayton aspires to the role of “Law-
rence of the Desert” and is attempt-
ing to unite the Arab rulers in a
struggle against partition.

Stalinist Russia too is doing its
share in stirring up trouble. We re-
ported that the nationalized arma-
meénts industry of their Czech pup-
pets was selling unlimited arms to
the Arab League. More than ten days
passed before this report was de-
nied, but the denial denied nothing.
All it said was that Skoda was not
selling to Syria. No mention was
made of the other countries of the

(Continued on page 2)

400 'Aft‘end— Minneapolis
Funeral of Irving Blumberg

MINNEAPOLIS—Four hundred peo-
ple attended the funeral services held
in Minneapolis for Irving D. Blum-
berg.-The memarial 'was a fitting trib-
ute to this fighter in the socialist
movement who had passed away at
the age of 39.

Representatives from the NAACP
and the Workers Party were the
chief speakers. The people who came
were from various fields in which
Comrade Blumberg had been active
—Negro and white workers, members
of the Minnesota Jewish Council, as
well as members of the Workers
Party and Socialist Workers Party.

Rev. Clarence Nelson, National
Board member of the NAACP, spoke
of the energy, the complete idealism
of the man who realized that:he was

a sick man yet could not possibly re- .

main idle when there was so- much
to do. He told of the joint work on
amnesty for conscientious objectors,
the fight to abolish Jim Crowism in
the armed forces during the war and
lately the special campaign that Ir-
ving had sparked in the compilation
of a housing survey portraying the
need for adequate housing and
against restrictive covenants.

Albert Goldman, a leading member
of the Workers Party, spoke of Com-
rade Blumberg as a man who lived
and died a socialist. He tried to live
his life as a human; being would in
a socialist society. He patterned his
day-to-day activities according to his
conception of 'a full socialist life. He
was that unique and rare individual
who was born a rebel and lived -the
life of a rebel, militantly fighting
against every institution of a de-
grading capitalist society. He was
driven by a conviction that only

, through the complete reconstruction

.front-page

of society could man achieve that
dignity and security which is hls
due.

He rejected all dogma and broke
with all forms that blocked critical
thinking. Even though he knew he
had a serious cardiac deficiency, he
could not lead an inactive life. He
was driven by his conviction that
only through his complete emersion
in the activities of the socialist move-

ment could his life have any real
meaning.

The Minneapolis Spokesman and
the Minneapolis Observer, organs of
the Twin Cities Negro community,
paid. tribute to Irving Blumberg in
articles and editorial
comment,
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Sfahmsts Bac_k Wa"ace,

Unions

By MIRIAM LEWIS

The Progressive Citizens of Amer-
ica (PCA) has concluded its sessions
in Chieago and done the expected in
nominating and backing Henry Wal-
lace as its presidential candidate. Al-
though pretending not to be an offi-
cial “third party” which will for-
mally launch the candidacy of Wal-
lace at a later date, the PCA gather-
ing ig clearly the major driving force
behind the entire campaign. One of
the factoms undoubtedly operating to
slow up the PCA is the obvious Sta-
linist-front nature of the . organiza-
tion.

The PCA is now set to embark on
a campaign, centering in. Ohio and

~Illinois, to place its. candidate's name -

on the state ballots, Statewide PCA
conferences are scheduled in Ohio
and New York in the near future, and
Wallace’s future major speeches will
take place under the PCA label and
banner. At its Chicago convention,
notably sprinkled by Stalinist “fel-
low travellers” from the Hollywood
and professional world, a catch-all
program embodying no less than 74
planks was adopted. In a patent at-
tempt to lessen the stigma of Rus-
sian control, the emphasis was placed
on domestic issues, but a cursory ex-
amination of the few foreign points
in the program reveals how com-
pletely the PCA fits into the design
laid down: for it for Russian impe-
rialism.

NO LABOR*BACKING

The continued reaction of the or-
ganized labor movement and its offi-
cialdom has been a steady drawing
away and repudiation of Wallace.
The first official action on the Wal-
lace-third party issue was taken by
the Executive Board of the New York
State CIO during its meeting to adopt
a legislative program for' 1948. Led
by delegates from the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Union, voters at
this meeting who indorsed the point
of view that “the third party move-
ment at this time was contrary to
the best interest of working men
and women,” included delegates from
Philip Murray’s United Steel Work-
ers,, Walter Reuther's United Auto
Workers and also the United Rub-
ber Workers, Shipbuilding Workers,
Railway Workers and the United Tex-
tile Workers Unions. Among those
backing the Wallace bid were dele-
gates from the United Electrical, Ra-
dio & Machine Workers, the Fur
Workers, National Maritime and the
Tranport Workers Unions. Louis J.
Hollander, president of the State
CIO and vice-president of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers Union,
stated at this meeting that an inde-
pendent ticket at this fime would in

Repu

iate

effect be -anti-labor and: “would en-
courage the Republican Party to put
up a most reactionary candidate to
run on a platform ecalculated to rob
the workers of their gains.”

While the AFL has'not taken an
official stand on the issue, William
Green declared his opposition to Wal-
lace. In stating his reason, he said
Wallace's speeches gave him the im-
pression that Russia was right and
the United States wrong in all the
conferences that have been held to
promote peace, and that he “believes
in America first.” He also *asserted
that “Genuine liberals and progres-
sives who think clearly and soundly
will not be for him,” and added that
“if Mr. Wallace's candidacy helps any 4
party, it will help a reactionary Re-
publican candidate, which is exactly
what the Communists had in mind.”:

Along the same lines, the State
Committee of the Liberal Party also
adopted a resolution which rejected:
the Wallace third party, with the
declaration that a vote for Wallace :
would be a “vote ‘for reaction.” It
also approved the invitation issued by
ILGWU President David Dubinsky to
members of the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers and- other unions that
had withdrawn from the American
Labor Party to join them. Mr. Du-
binsky urged these trade unionists

. not to join the Democratic Party but

to come into the, Liberal Party and
make it"a powerful mass party in
New York and later in other states.
The Illinois State Industrial Union
Council, CIO, also voted “not to pro-
mote or approve a third party ticket.”
There are still labor leaders and un-
ions to be heard from, but union ac-
tivity generally seems to indicate that
only those unions which are Stalinist-
controlled will support the Wallace
third party.

The evenis around the Wallace is-
sue also indicate one other thing
quite clearly. While trade ungm
leaders are correct in stating that
the Stalinist-Wallace party is not a
true Labor Party, their support of
the Truman program and their choice
of Democratic Party candidates in
preference to the more reactionary
Republican Party candidates is proof
positive that they too are far removed
from building a Labor Party. They
are opposed to Wallace, it is true, but
for entirely wrong reasons. Their ar-
goment—the principal one they use
—that Wallace splits the “progressive
vote’—is a phony one which could
be used equally against the formation
of a. Labor Party that would genu-
inely serve American labor. It indi-

cates their continued subservience to
the politics and ideas of Ametican
capitalism.

pearhea
ound Wage Increases
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' By WALTER JASON

d Struggle

¥ | =
5 L

DETROIT, Jan. 18—O0nce again General Motors workers prepared

to spearhead the UAW-CIO and ¢

entire CIO in a major strug-

gle against the Wall Street rulers of American industry for a
living wage when 200 union delegates from nearly 100 GM
plants, representing 225,000 production workers, adopted a set
of demands that bring the UAW-CIO in a direct clash with profit-

bloated General Motors.

These demands, worked out by Walter P. Reuther, interna-
tional union president, and the Executive Board, include:

(1) A wage package approximating a little over 30 cents an
hour, to l?e divided in the following fashion: a 15-cent flat boost
in hourly pay, ten cents an hour to be set aside for a pension
‘plan, and five cents an hour to be used for a health and insurance
program. In addition, vacation pay to be increased to seniority

holders.

(2) A guaranteed 40-h0ur work week for every week the

men are called in.

(3) A unjon shop and the check-off.

Truman Tax
Plan Vote
Bait | for ’48

By SUSAN GREEN .

Would President Truman  have
come out with his $40 cost-of-living
tax adjustment recommendation if
Henry Wallace had not organized his
third, party?. Would ihe President
have made this recommendation if

his own party dominated Congress .

instead of the Republicans, whom he
wants to put on the spot before No-
vember? Politics being what they
are, everybody knows the answers,

- At an’y rate, this tax adjustment:

was one of the few concrete recom-

“{Mendations in “the President’s State
of the Union message which, because
of its avowed intention to fix every-
thing and its vagueness as to how,
has been properly described as the
1948 election platform of the Demo-
. cratic Party. The Truman tax plan
is simple enough. Each taxpayer, no
matter of what income level, is to
take $40 off his tax for himself and
$40 for each of his dependents. Thus
a family of four would get a cut of
$160. This, the President avers, will
be a cost-of-living bonus for the low
income groups.

But Mr. Truman has a twofold
problem. Not only does he want to
make a bid for-the votes of the work-
ing people. As chief executive of the
capitalist-imperialist government, he
is reluctant about cutting the federal
revenue by the $3.2 billion his $40
bonus would entail. So, with another
grandiose gesture toward the work-
ing people, he proposed to pass on
the $3.2 billion to the corporations
whose yearly profits make new highs.
Thus Mr. Truman seemingly sponsors
the “revolutionary” idea of “soaking
the rich” to “benefit the poor.”

What excellént electioneering this
is becomes clear when we contrast
Mr. Truman’s proposal with the tax
ideas of the Republicans. Last spring
the Republicans tried to pass the
Knutson bill but could not muster
the strength to override the presi-
dential veto. That bill was obviously
written to benefit income groups of

(Continued on page 4)

Truman’s Docior Intimates
Grain Gambling His Best Cure

By JAMES M. FENWICK

The grain speculation investigation
in Washington has answered at least
one guestion — whatever became of

vaudeville? It's obvious by now that
all the former -wvaudeville artists
joined the army and became briga-
dier generals.

The latest to go through his routine
has been that slack wire artist, acro-
batic tumbler and dead-pan come-
dian, Brig. Gen. Wallace H. Graham,
whom the newspapers identify as
Truman's personal physician. But he
doesn't fool us—we'd know the
Keith-Albee touch anywhere. In fact,
we suggest that the FBI investigate
this alleged Dr. Graham. He's prob-
ably actually “Dr. Rockwell,” the
vaudeville star of blessed memory.
It wouldn't surprise us a bit if at
one of the commitiee meetings he
reached under the table, pulled out
a banana stalk, and went into that
howl of a routine analyzing the ills
of the spinal ¢olumn,

Brig. Gen. Rockwell —or rather,
Brig. Gen. Graham is the latest of
those scoundrels who have been char-
acterized by. Attorney-General:Clark
as “profiteers in human misery.” The
difference between Graham and the
others lies in his being more cow-
ardly, more ignorant and more f
—this latter unintentionally, it
without saying.

oes

A NORMAL LIAR

As we have lately come to expect
of leading government figures, Gra-
ham lies as a matter of routine. After
having stated with that cultured ele-
gance of military personnel that he
“had lost his socks” speculating in
eommodities, it later turned out un-

. der Senate questioning that this was

really just another way of saying
that he had cleaned up $6,165 play-
ing the market.

This neat little trick was appar-
ently all done by trap doors and mir-
rors, since, according to Graham (1)
he did not have the slightest inkling

of what was happening to his money
—a fact which his brokers denied,
(2) that even if he did know how
his' money was being employed he
did not know that the cotton seed
oil he was speculating in was a com-
modity, (3) that, in any event, he
did not know what all those funny
marks on his broker’s slips meant,
and (4) that he wasn’t really too
sure whether he was in the com-
modity market at all. The question
inevitably rises: who is Graham's
doctor?

Graham's alibi is such as to make
a person’ wonder if he was trans-
ferred from the cavalry and a slight
mix-up made as to just what sort of
doctor he was. But the statement by
this confirmed liar was evidently of
sufficient weight as to cause the
committee to suspend its investiga-
tion of Graham. “Nobody in govern-
ment employ,” said our hero, “ever
gave me information, and if they had
I doubt I would have understood

(Continued on page 2)

The GM strike program of
1945-46, including the ideas of
higher wages without price in-
creases, and opening the books
of the corporation, were ‘re-
peated by Reuther in his usual
compromising fashion.

In case GM refuses to discuss the
pension plan, the UAW-CIO wage
demand automatically would remain
at 25 cents an hour, a figure previ-
ously suggested by various GM local
union presidents.

Of course, all the dele.gates knéw,

as Reuther's statistics proved, that

GM could grant the whole demand
and still make hundreds of millions
of dollars of profit in 1948, and they
also knew.that GM wasn't likely to
grant the demands. THat is why there
was not much debate on the demands
themselves.

\

One delegate tried - o,

_hring_ up the idea of_an escalator

WALTER REUTHER -

land anti-Reutherite, antagonized thg
delegates and caused the idea to be
lost in the shuffle. It was very evi-
dent that the delegates were in no
mood for factional sniping, and the

'v1rtually unanimous support given

Reuther's proposals showed the ranks
wanted him to lead the struggle
against the corporation.

In this connection, the meeting of
the International Executive Board,
held prior to the GM conference,

" was marked by only one major clash,

when anti-Reuther forces sought in
demagogic fashion to boost the wage
proposal of Reuther. Their idea was
that one proves oneself more militant
than Reuther by simply beating by
a dime any wage demand he makes.
This approach doesn’t impress many
auto union militants,

What happens to the wage demands
depends, as it did in the 1845-46
strike, not so much on the GM work-
‘ers, but on what the CIO does to
back them. If Philip Murray,. -CIO
president, signs a contract with. the
steel corporations, setting a pattern
it will be extremely difficult for the
UAW to do other than follow suit.
If the UE, which has a coniract cover-
ing 30,000 GM workers, breaks the
union front, as it did in the last GM
strike, this will damage the UAW

.struggle.

The stralegic position of the GM
workers is improved within the auto
industry, however, by the fact that
78,000 Chrysler workers, who are ex-
pected to make similar demands, will
not sign a separate agreement as they
did in the 1945-46 situation, which
gave them 182 cents while the GM
workers were on the picket lme ask-

(Continued on page 2) o8
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LABOR ACTION

January 26, 1948

DETROIT, Jan. 18—The January is-
sue of the United Automobile Work-
er, official UAW-CIO newspaper, fea-
{ures two articles which deserve to
be discussed because they bring into.
focus the whole question of political
action for labor in the 1948 elections
and the role of the CIO bureaucracy.

These two articles have special sig-
nificance both because they appear
before the national CIO-PAC Policy
Committee meets in Washington on
January 21 to discuss the 1948 elec-
tions and because the two authors
are Walter Reuther, UAW president,
and Emil Mazey, international secre-
tary-treasurer.

In his president's column, Reuthe_r
attacks the Democratic and Republi-
can Parties as being responsible -for‘
inflation and with failure for * any
solution to that problem. “Both par-
ties are playing fast and loose with
the welfare of the American people

in a political chess game whose ob-

ject is to see which party can'win
more votes on the inflation issue
without doing anything about it.”

Reuther does not attack the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties as capi-
talist parties, working exclusively for
the benefit of Wall Street, but he
does make exactly the kind of at-
tack against them as Henry Wallace,
whom he described not so long ago
as a “lost soul.™

In his attacks on the two major
parties, Reuther expresses the feel-
ings that have grown stronger and
.stronger among auto workers, and
which he himself has felt sufficiently
to go so far at times as to talk about
a new political party, some kind of
a third party. Henry Wallace, of
course, intends precisely to capitalize
on that, and on the demand for inde-
-pendent political action which has
gained ground in the UAW. This puts
Reuther in a dilemma, as one Detroit

| columnist pointed out, for he appears
to be in Wallace's corner, when, of
course, he isn't .

Many auto workers aren't going to
take Wallace seriously because they
know the company he keeps. They
just, got rid of that gang at the last
national convention. But speaking of
“lost souls,” the aute workers are
likely to find another one, namely,
Reuther, whose trapeze act of de-

*

To All UAW Regional Conference
Delegates: '

Whereas wage increases that
have been won by our union have
been wiped out by the ever in-
creasing cost of living, and

Whereas the argument advanced
by the National Association of Man-
ufacturers that the removal of
price controls would result in a
rapid supply and demand adjust-
ment to keep prices down has
been proved completely false, and

Whereas Congress has done
nothing effective to hold back the
price line, and

Whereas the corporations and
monopolies have been raking in
the biggest profits in the history
of their existence, raising prices
to cover threefold any wage in-
crease they were forced to grant,

Therefore be it resolved that this
Regional Conference request of our
International Executive Board
that they take-into consideration
the following points to be raised
as demands:

UAW LOCAL OFFERS VICTORY PROGRAM
FOR COMING WAGE NEGOTIATIONS

1. Substantial wage increases
without price ihcreases.

2. Open the corpofation books.
If they insist that they musi raise
prices to-cover the wage increase,
let them open +the books and
prove it. / !

3. For public negotiation, Let the
people see for themselves whether
it is labor's demands that are in-
flationary or the company’s in-
sistence on raising prices instead
of taking the wage increase out
of their fabulous profits.

4. For a cost-of-living bonus; for
a clause in our contracts stating
{hat if'the price index rises the
same percentage should be applied
{o our wages. 3

5. For six paid holidays in 1948
without restrictions; elimination of
clauses penalizing workers if they
are unable to work the day before
or after a holiday.

Respectfully submitted,

Executive Board,
UAW-CIO Local 6, Chicago.

i

nouncing both parties on Monday and
supporting one of them on Tuesday
becomes more difficult to take seri-
ously. One of these days the Daily
Worker is going to have fun quoting
Reuther against Reuther again, in-
cluding his January article,

Since Emil Mazey is more politi-
cally conscious, he has a better an-
swer. In his column, “Looking For-
ward,” Mazey says: “We cannot hope
to solve our many problems by con-
tinuing to support the two political
parties of big business, namely, the
Democratic and Republican Parties.
We must build an independent party
of our own composed of workers and
working farmers if we hope to get
results in the political arena. A Labor
Party is our chief need today.”

Truer words were never spoken.
Such a speech delivered at the nation-
al CIO-PAC meeting could serve to

rally around Mazey the militants in
all CIO unions and to expose the
bankruptey of Murray’s policies of
supporting a .capitalist party. As for
support of Wallace, Mazey makes
some very pertinent observations.
“Workers must not be misled by
third party rantings of Wallace. His
movement does not represent a gen-
uine party of the workers, but is in
fact a third capitalist party whose
sole aim seems to be to sell the for-
eign policy of Soviet Russia.”

POLITICAL ACTION

As for Murray, he has a]read;“i';l- -

dicated he intends bureaucratically
to impose his pro-Truman policy on:
the entire CIO. The question is, what
will Mazey do then? And what will
Reuther say at the CIO-PAC meet-
ing?

The fact is that political action has

Truman Doctor Cures All - -

(Continued from page 1)
them. I am a surgeon, not a finan-
cier.” s

*  Qur personal opinion is that if his
understanding of surgery is equal to
his understanding of commodity trad-
ing, he shouldn’t even be tfrusted to
carve a turkey. Neither this nor his
tarnished professional ethics has so
far fazed Truman, however, Graham
is to remain the White House physi-
cian. Truman seems to be quite at
heme ‘with persons whom he wvirtu-
ously castigated only a few months
ago as “gamblers in grain” who were
raising .the cost of food products in
this country to their own profit.

‘" ELMER THOMAS—SCOUNDREL

Another ‘somewhat better known
servant of the people has apparently
been caught with his hand in the
cash register. He is Senator Elmer
Thomas of Oklahoma and the New
York Stock. Exchange. When this
model of civie virtue was attacked
two years ago by Drew Pearson for
speculating in agricultural commodi-
ties, Thomas denounced him as a liar.
Only now, after his wife's holdings
were smoked out, has Thomas come
forward to confess his market deal-
ings.

He has long been in an advanta-
geous position for speculation. Thom-
as has been a member of the Senaté
since 1923 and was for many years
chairman of the Senate Agricultural
Committee. How Thomas is suspected
of having worked is revealed by

Third Round - -

(Continued from page 1)

ing for 30 cents, This is the advantage
a unified union leadership brings. The
Wage Poliey Committee of the UAW
has full conirol over that situation
now, and includes both Reuther and
Norman Mathews, Chrysler depart-
ment director of the UAW.

One vital aspect of the GM fight
does not depend, however, on any
action “the national CIO takes, and
that is the question of getting a
union shop. Under the Taft-Hartley
law, the union must and will file a
petition by February 15 for National
Labor Relations Board elections to
get membership approval of the un-
jon shop. Once this is accomplished,
the union has the right to negotiate
for the union shop but does not auto-
matically get it. Nothing in the Taft-
Hartley ' law says the corporations
have to give it, even if voted by the
ranks. It becomes a question of ne-
gotiation and finally a test of strength.
A program such as that adopted by
UAW Local 6 in Chicago indicates
the way to victory in such a test.

Oliver Pilat, writing in the New
York* Post: .

- “He did have inside information
on his own speeches. Frequently those
speeches had great market effect. For
example, the Wall Street Journal
commodities market report for March
29 last went as follows: ]

“‘Cotton futures rallied sharply to
gains of $1.35 to $1.85 a bale, stimu-
lated by the possibility that the Pace
bill may be adopted by the Senate.
The rally was touched off by the plea
of Senator Thomas (D.-Okla) for
higher farm prices in support of
tacking one of the Pace measures to
the minimum wage bill.'”

ROGUES’ GALLERY

Other members of the informal
plunderbund which has been using
public office to amass a little nest
egg for a dishonest and happy old
age include: LI

Will Clayton, former Under-Secre-
tary of State, and now heading the
U. S. delegation to the World Trade
Conference in Havana.

Ralph K. Davies, former deputy -

| Readers of Labor Action Take the

petroleum coordinator,

Governor H. B. Maw of Utah.

Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former Sec-
retary of the Treasury, who has
achieved the neat distinction of hav-
ing emerged as an Honest Man in
the current investigation solely on
the basis of having LOST money
speculating on one occasion. ,

A FEW CONCLUSIONS

The basic weakness of the investi-
gation is a fact which was fully
appreciated only after the investiga-
tion got rolling. Under capitalism
there is nothing illegal about com-
modity speculation., And to demon-
strate the utilization of inside infor-
mation by various individuals as a
basis for speculating has proved diffi-
cult. The.concept of just what is “in-
side, information” will, we have no
doubt, also prove to be somewhat
less than clearcut.

Everybody recognizes that the in-
vestigation is pre-election fluff. Had
the Republicans been in power, they
would be able to present no cleaner
a record, as they have more than
once demonstrated in the past. In
fact, they are currently none too
happy over a serious investigation.
It is nowhere written that Republi-
cans arée mirrors of virtue,

A serious investigation, even one
operating under the premises of the
current one, would take at least two
measures: (1) instead of spot check-
ing, a full investigation would be
conducted, and (2) companies engag-
ing in speculation would be investi-
gated to determine their political
ties. A point of departure could be
provided by Daniel " Rice, whose
activities were recently described in
PM:

“Anderson also pointed ouf that
one of the private businessmen list-
ed was. Daniel F..Rice, a member of
the Chicago Board of Trade—he held
1,995,000 bushels of wheat and 3,310,-
000 bushels of corn futures on Octo-
ber 31—recalling that Rice together
with General Foods Corp. dnd sev-
eral other traders had been charged
with attempting to corner and manip-
ulate the rye market in Chicago in
May, 1944,

Another person who should be in-
vestigated from the point of view of
his business connections is Henry
Morgenthau, Jr. There is a very ob-
vious disinclination to question this.
figure who moves in the highest
financial circles. “As to Mr. Morgen-
thau,” the New York Times recently
stated, “Senator Ferguson said, 'in
response _to ql_xestions irom reporters,
that there is no disposition at pres-
ent to summon the former Secretary
as witness to ‘testify publicly, but
added that he would be interrogated
less formally.” :

UAW Leaders Discuss Labor Politics

now become such an acute problem in
the CIO that differences have even
reached the top and no action of the
clfo-PAC is going to be able to stop
thinking, discussion -and progress. to-
ward independent political action, ir-
respective of what any top leaders
do. The Wallace candidacy does not
end the question of third party ver-
sus labor party. It just begins the
debate.

Some Peéple
Are Privileged

Editor:

During the special session recent-
ly concluded at Annapolis, Mr., Sen-
ator Joseph M. George from Queen
Anne’s County took his shotgun and
blasted away from a State House
window at a covey of doves on the
roof of the Court of Appeals Build-
ing. '

As we see it, this duly elected
lawmaker broke the following laws:

1. Hunting without a license. (Even
if, as champion skeet shooter he
holds a hunting license, it doesn’t au-
thorize him to: hunt from a State
House window.) ~

2. Exploding firearms within- the

city limits.

3. Disturbing ‘the peace.

4. Defacing public property. (It is
' impossible to shoot doves from a
building’s roof edge ‘without some of

the shots striking the roof and stone-

work.) . 5
Senator George is a poor example

to “law-abiding” citizens. Let Mr.’

Average Citizen take his shotgun
and shoot birds -in any city and he
would be locked up before one coyld
bat an eye. But the good senator, be-
cause he is a senator and thus occu-
pies an important seat of political
power, can take certain privileges,
even in viclation of the law, with-
out fear of prosecution.
HAL EVERETT, Baltimore.
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By EMIL MAZEY
UAW-CIO Secretary-Treasurer

The beginning of a new year is
a good time to take inventory of
our progress during the past year
and a look at the job that still-re-
mains to be done. .

1947 was a year in which organ-
ized labor suffered 'many severe
setbacks. The passage of the Taft-
Hartley Act and numerous anti-
labor acts in state legislatures will
make it more difficult for labor to
face and solve the many problems
challenging it today. More repres-
sive anti-labor legislation was en-
acted in 1947 than in any other
year in our history. ;

Organized labor must not and
will not take these political and
legislative defeats standing still.
Organized labor must develop new
and more effective political weap-
ons, not only to repeal vicious
anti-labor legislation, but to re-
move from office those lackeys of
big business responsible for its
passage.

WORKERS SQUEEZED

The cost of living continued to
rise in 1947 to heights never before
reached. Profits of huge corpora-
tions were the highest in the his-
tory of American industry. Real
wages of the men and women who
toil in our factories were sharply

. reduced by the efforts of moénop-
oly capitalism to squeeze out the
last drop of profit from the sweat
and blood of the workers of the
nation, '

The housing problem has be-
corﬂg more unbearable and'-mil-
lions of families are forced to
double up and live in inadequate
housing facilities. Cost of new
homes is out of the reach of the
income of the average worker.
Congress has failed to do anything
constructive about this problem;
in fact, it made it worse by pass-
ing a modified decontrol rent
measure. .

ra

Labor Needs Its Own Party! .

_threshhold of a new year with its

.

EMIL MAZEY

CIVIL RIGHTS TASK
* The President's Committee on
Civil Rights~has submitted a re-
port which challenges our claim
to. be a democratic nation. Un-
‘equal employment opportunity,
" poll taxes, white primaries, lynch-
ings, discriminations in the field
of education, recreation, etc., are’
a living part of our way of life
to millions of Negroes and other
minorities in the United States.
No legislative measures were en-
acted in 1947 to correct these sore
spots in our economy. This job
still remains to be done.

In the international field, mil-
lions of men, women and children
are suffering from the aftermath
of our most recent bloodbath.
Cold, hunger and despair is stalk-
ing millions of our fellow human
beings in all sections of the world
as well as at home.

I'm sure we all agree that 1947
has not been a pleasant year for
the working class of America and
the world. Today we stand on the

many challenging problems-—prob-
lems that must be solved.

POLITICAL ACTION NEEDED

Organized labor must begin to
realize that purely economic ac-
tion will not solve the problems
that face us. The past few years,
particularly, have shown us that
gains that we have achieved on
the picket line can be easily re-
versed and wiped out by political
action such as the ending of price
control, rent control and, passage
of unfair tax legislation. * |

We have built a powerful eco-
nomic weapon by building our
unions.- We must build an equally
effective political weapon if we
hope to increase our living stand-
ards and gain a greater degree of
security and democracy.

Our political ventures in the
rast have brought us unhappy re-
sults. We cannot hope to solve
our many problems by continuing
to support the two political parties
of big business, namely, the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties.

LABOR, PARTY URGED

We must build an independent
party of our own composed of
workers and working farmers if
we_hope to get results in the po-
litical arena. A labor party is our
chief need today. It can be the ve-
hicle that will establish real eco-
nomic and political justice ; in
America. We must begin to take
concrete steps to build our party
now.

Workers must not be misled by
the third party rantings of Wal-
lace. His movement does not rep-
resent a genuine party of the
workers but is in fact a third capi-
talist party whose sole aim seems
to be to sell the foreign policy of
Soviet Russia.

Our work is cut out for us in
‘this new year. We must strengthen
our union. We must begin to build
our own party. The future.of the
world might well depend on how
well we do our job.

¥
"

(Continued from page 1)

Arab League. The reader can draw
his own conclusions.

However, it would be an oversim-
plification to blame all of the trou-
ble on outside forces. The British ar
doing their share, as are the Russians.
But the main source is the national-
ism of the Arabs and Jews, which is
being diverted and exploited by the
Mufti and the Zionists. The fate of
the progressive and labor forces
among the Arabs depends on mini-
mizing the chauvinistic elements«and
achieving some unity with Jewish
labor. Above all, both sides must
realize that the best way to achieve
a re-unifications of the country is not
by terror but by the voluntary union
of the two sovereign peoples,

‘In the past LABOR ACTION re-
ported that the danger of oﬂic"ia.l war
was remote because of the conflict-
ing ambitions of different Arab rul-
ers. This danger can no lchger be
completely ruled out. S. Itzchaki re-
ports that the Mufti and King Abdul-
Ia have reached an agreement where-
by the Mufti is to become Premier
and ruler -of Palestine, while Abdul-
lah is to be declared King. This re-
port stated that the Mufti would

. moderate his position and under Ab-
dullah’s pro-British influence accept
the Morrison-Grady-Plan to continue

Palestine War Threat - -

Brifish rule in Palestine and give
limited rights to the Jews.

*The Jewish Agency is demanding

armd for defensive purposes and at
the same time is demanding a UN
army. The Philippine delegate has
drawn up a motion requesting the
Security Council of the UN to pro-
vide an army. But how? A Big Five
army is opposed by the United States,
because it doesn't want the Russians
to.obtain even a small foothold on the

* Eastern Mediterranean. A small pow-
er army would not have the same
prestige and would therefore have to
be much larger. In addition, Britain,
China, Argentina and Colombia,
which abstained from supporting par-
tition, and Syria, which voted against

. partition, form a sizable bloc on the
Security Council, which may defeat
any such move, even if Britain and
China do not use their veto power,
or if Russia does not insist on a Big
Five force.

At the closed session of the UN
partition Committee, the British gave
their plan for evacuating Palestine,
told the Committee to stay at Lake
Success, refused to say whether or
_not they will abide by the February

deadline of turning over a port for
‘large-scale immigration. In addition,
the British are reported to have re-
quested “special economic status” in
the two new states on the ground
that they helped to lay the founda-

f

tion for the independence-of the two
states!

All the above schemes for inter-
national policing will noét bring peacé
to Palestine in the near future. No
.plan can totally. eliminate. all blood-
shed. The best that can be done is.
to reduce the toll. To de this the in-
centive to violence must be removed.
The most effective way to minimize
the casualities is ‘for an immediate
declaration of independence by Arabs
and Jews. The longer the transitional
period, the greater the number of
cgsualties, The shorter the interim
period, the less the casualties. Imme-
diate independence will reduce vio-
lence to its' minimum,. Faced with es-
tablished states, violence will taper
off to zerb as the states are consoli-
dated. &

In addition to demanding immedi-
ate independence, every effort must
be made to arrange a “cease fire” or-
der for both sides in Palestine. THe
Mufti bands must be isolated among
the .Arabs. The Arabs opposed to war
with the Jews can and should be
mobilized. All acts that play into the
hands of the Mufti must be carefully
avoided. This means a return by the
Hagana to its original defensive pol-
icy. The palicyla of “terror” of the Ir-
gun .and Stern groups, who shoot at
any Arab target (just as the Mufti
shoots at any Jewish target) is en-
tirely wrong. i :

Farewell

The Editors
The New Masses

Dear Sirs:

Please allow me to send you -my
congratulations. I have been waiting
a long time for the day ‘when your
magazine would be no more. It has
come. Your decision to fold up is the
first eontribution which you have
made to a free American culturein
more than ten years. Independent,
free thinking American writers will,
hail the end of the New Masses.

Best wishes for a long silence. .

James T. Farrell.

A Report

From Vienna

On the 30th of October I was paid
a 'visit by a friend who had returned

- the previous day, by air, from a visit

to Vienna. I

Having formerly been a bitter op-
ponent of Trotskyism—which he had
termed “a party of splitters’ and a
keen supporter of Stalinism—it" was
with a real interest that I asked him
to sit down and give an account of
the events as he experienced them
in Austria. :

It was pointed out to him that
what he had to say would be of in-

terests to others and might be print-
ed in the “S. A" He earnestly asked
that as many as possible be given
the real picture of what has happened
and-is happening in the Russian zon
of Europe. . .

This is what he had to say to my
questions;

“Well, I asked, “how were you
treated by the Russians?”

“My friend, I was in the Commu-
nist Youth of Vienna for nine years,
and the CP (and the ‘Schutz-bund’)
for  twenty-one years. Let me tell
you right now that I am finished with
the Communist Party —here or on,

- the continent.”

“Have you fallen out with the Sta-
linists?”’

“Listen. I will tell you how I was
treated. I see my first Red Army man
at the Austrian frontier; I go up to
him and proffer a packet of*cigarettes.
Taking the lot he turns his back on
me. I tap him on the shoulder and
tell ' him in German that I was in the
Communist Party for twenty -one
years. \

“Your sister, how did she fare?”

“I -hardly recognized her; she
seemed afraid of her own shadow.
She told me that when she and others
went out on the streets to welcome
the ‘advancing Russians, they were
robbed by the Red Army men of all
ornaments, watches, and even shoes
they were wearing.

“Many years-old Stalinists went
onto the streets with flowers in hand
to ‘welcome their ‘comrades'—to be
felled to the ground and in many
cases raped.

“Male Stalinists who protested at
the way the women comrades were
being treated were artested on the
spot and sent to the Soviet Union.
The officers spat on the flowers and
trampled them underfoot.”

“Had your sister any reason to dis-
like the Stalinists apart from these
events?”

“Not a bit. She was a foundation
member of the YCL and a life-long
Communist. Now she is finished with
po:li:tics for good. Do you know, she
and most of the working people of
Vienna do not dare to go out after
dark. Men are taken off the streets
and disappear without trace; no
woman dares go on the streets after
dark. : .

“I was told that only my British
Legion badge saved me at the fron-
tier when I gpoke to the Russian sol-
dier; no one dares to hold a Red
Army man in conversation.”

“Meet any old friends?”

“I wanted parficularly to see an
old friend of my YCL days. He is
too, a foundation member of the CP
in Austria. I found that he holds a
position in the Communist Party.

“He was glad to see me, and asked
after my health, and kept on talking

/

about my health until we were alone
in the office. Then he said to me:
‘Comrade—You can forget the old
days, they are gone forever.'All...is
in my Party section now—the work-
ers becausé of the terror police, and
the former Nazis because they have
found there is ndthing to stop them
using the Party as an alibi. Even I, an
official of the Party, dare net open
my mouth for fear of transportation
to the Soviet Union; I wish to high
heaven I was coming back with you
out of this nightmare.”
J. E, B.

(Reprinted from the British So-
cialist Appeal.) ;

Prq-ﬁ'l's. Taxes
And Expenses

Dear Sir:

. On December 24 of last year the
New York Times financial section
listed statistics put out by the Securi-
ties & Exchange Commission and the
Federal Trade Commission to the ef-
fect’ that net profits after taxes of
all manufacturing corporations of
America’ in the second quarter of
1947 amounted to $2,500,000,000 as
compared to $2,700,000,000 in the first
three months of '47. The drop of
$200,000,000 in profits was reputed to
be due to “higher costs and expenses”

which more than offset higher sales.

Furthermore, net profits before
taxes amounted to $4,100,000,000 in
lh}e- second quarter of 1947 compared
with profits of $4,400,000,000 during
the first quarter. :

Can these figures be relied upon
as correc in themselves, or do they
mm_-ply represent a clever way in '
whfch corporations have concealéd
their large profits for the past year?

On the other hand, if actual costs
of operating manufacturing concerns
DID lower profits in the second quar-
ter of '47, then either one or both of
M_arx'_s hypotheses (the inevitable de-
cline in the rate of profit for new in-
vestments and the over-all decline in
the mass:of profit) are being proved
_c_orrect. In that case, the logical ques-
txc_m which new arises is: will this de-
cline in profits become chronic in the
year of 48 and thus prelude increased
exploitation of American workers
(longer hours, loss of overtime pay,
etc.) and an inevitable nation-wide’
shut-down of business?

Yours truly,

R. S.,, Baltimore, Md.
.-_ I“ .
Read and Subscribe #o
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 Affidavits and the Taft-Hartley Act A2 7/

Many of the unions, both AFL and CIO, now
find themselves in an increasingly difficult, em-
barrassing and untenable position regarding the
problem caused by the Taft-Hartley Act in gen-
eral, and the question of signing the anti-Com-
munist affidavits in particular. '

The leadership of the organized labor move-

ment is responsible for this dilemma in which
they have placed themselves. Before the bill had
become law, it failed in its duty of mobilizing the
labor movement for blocking its passage. It did
nothing during this period, beyond.verbal pro-
tests, and the bill was passed. Since its passage,
nothing has been done to mobilize the workers to
make the carrying out.of the act as ineffective
as possible. Thbse unions faced with immediate
difficulties have resorted to the courts. There can
be no objection to this, provided it is done as a’
part of the fight against the act. The unions,
however, at present. contemplate no additional
.action and obviously depend upon a favorable
court decision in their purely legal fight. We hold
*no such illusions about the capitalist courts of
America, . !

~None of the labor leadership has correctly
posed the need or method of fighting this mon-
strous act; nor is any union leadership prepar-
ing the needed mobilization of its ranks againste
future use of the act. Those unions controlled by
the Stalinists, such as the UE, are eriminally en-
dangering the very existence of their unions by a
purely adventuristic refusal to sign the affidavits;
a refusal unaccompanied by any real explanation
or mobilization of the union ranks for other ac-
tions,

LABOR ACTION supported the decision of
those unions, such as the Steel Workers, which
refused to sign the affidavits. We opposed the
breaking of the front against T-H by those unions

which, later on, in the face of difficult practical
problems, decided to comply with the aect’s pro-
visions. We still are opposed to the whole Taft-
Hartley Act, including'the reactionary affidavits.

However, we recognize that the de¥ision cre-
ated within the labor movement by the fact that
so many union leaderships have signed, or an-
nounced their intention to sign, has so weakened
the front against. compliance with this provision
that it has become exceedingly difficult and in
some cases impossible for those unions which have,
until now, failed or refused to sign the affidavits
to continue to hold out. This is an unfortunate fact,
but we must reluctantly recognize it.

Moreover, the division of the labor movement
as a whole into progréssive and conservative
camps by no means corrésponds to the division
between those unions which have or will sign and
those which have refused and continue to do so.
The S$talinist-eontrolled unions are the loudest
opponents of signing (for well-known political
reasons that primarily serve Russian foreign pel-
icy), yet they are most assuredly not progressive
unions, such as the UAW. In our opinion, the
question of whether.to sign or not to sign is far

from being the most important question in the .

struggle to repeal the Taft-Hartley Act. The real
problem still is how to mobilize the full economic
"and political strength of the labor movement, to
eliminate not merely the anti-Communist affidavit
provision, but the act as a whole. This is the real
issue on which progressive unions must take their
stand. There are at least a dozen other provisions
in the act, each of which is every bit as reaction-
ary as the affidavits provision. It is an error to
concentrate solely on this.. But it is far from be-
ing too late for an effective massing of organized
labor’s power, even though the act is now “law,”
.to render its use by reaction as ineffective as
possible.

'An Impressive List of Articles

The New International has changed its face,
but not its ideas! The January issue has a new
cover which strikingly improves its appearance
and is intended to make it stand out on the news-
stands. It has changed its face but its contents
contain the same interesting and important ma-
terial which has long made it recognized as the
outstanding Marxist journal of opinion. No in-
formed political person interested in labor and
world politics can afford to miss a single issue.
The January issue has the following varied arti-
cles: 3

Notes of the Month discusses “Why Is Wal-
lace Running?” and also “The Politics of Anti-
Inflation,” “Compulsory Free Trade at Havana”
and introduces a new feature, Editorial Shorts,
on “Altgeld and Amnesty,” “Three Partitions”
and “Third Force,”

The most recent events in strife-torn Pales-
tine and India are discussed by Albert Findley
in “What's Ahead for Partitioned Palestine?”
and “Towapd the Re-Unification of India,” by
Henry Judd.

The new type of Stalinist observed for years
by many is analyzed in an article by Hal Draper
and in two book reviews by J. M. Fenwick and
Irving Howe. This is discussed uhder the heading
“The Neo-Stalinist Type—Notes on a New Po-
litical Ideology.”

Part II of a series by James T. Farrell on
“James- Connolly—Nationalist and International-
ist” is continued in this issue.

No other Marxist journal has been carrying
so much material on South American politics,
economics and the labor movement as The New
International. This issue contains another fine
article by Luis Velasco on “Peron: Nationalist
Revolutionary or Imperialist Agent?”

“Not by Polities Alone...,” a very interest-
ing section of Trotsky’s famous but almost im-
possible to obtain book, Problems of Life, is re-
printed.

Readers of LABOR ACTION will find The
New International stimulating and an important
monthly supplement to the various articles they
read in these pages.

Mayor RenegesonFiveCentFare

By EUGENE KELLER

The fact that a mayor of New York can even
make a serious attempt to have a fare rise ini-
tiated is a significant commentary upon the poli-
cies of the labor unions and parties in this city.
It provides a telling illustration of the stupidity
of the doctrine that labor “reward its friends and
punish its enemies.” The fare rise, if it material-
izes, not only means added economic hardship for
the working people of this city. It not only spells
the failure of a 25-year fight against the vested
interests of New York on a vital issue, but it
constitutes a serious blow to their democratic
rights, doubly serious because no attempt has
been made to ©ppose it effectively, and serves to
consolidate the grip of the big real estate owners
upon city affairs, _

Mayor O’Dwyer was elected with the support
of most of New York’s labor groups and had the
nomination of the American Labor Party.
O’Dwyer was presented to the voters as the
champiori of the small income earners. This is
not the place to review ALL of O'Dwyer's acts
as contrasted to his words—we will confine our-
selves to what he has said and done on the fare

issue.

The hearings on the fare held by the Board: of

Estimate last February found O'Dwyer a staunch
opponent. of any fare increase and fighting all
suggestions to by-pass the referendum. The Iuﬂ:er
is mandatory, under present law, before a fare in-
crease can be instituted. "We won't make a deci-
_sion,” he fold representatives of the Board of
Trade, "...until we have heard what the people
want done. And that could be done only by refer-
endum."” He denounced the real estate interesis
and maintained that a ten-cent fare would con-
tribute nothing toward solving the city's financial
situation.

Four months later, however, a committee ap-
pointed by the Mayor, and consisting of f:lose
associates of his, suddenly found that an eights
cent fare could guarantee sustained, efficient op-
eration of the transit system. At the same time
there were reports in the newspaper PM and the
New York Times that there was talk in City Hall
about pushing through a fare increase without a
referendum. All but officially (as yet) Q’Dwyer
appeared to favor an increase. The question was
how to put it over on the electorate.

The ALP and Liberal Party, both claiming

.
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they speak for the leading trade unions of this
city, have refrained, to date, from opposing
O’'Dwyer’s fare plans. The ALP has yet to make
known its stand on the fare issue; the Liberal
Party favors an increased fare but opposes the
squashing of the referendum. Although the
Mayor’s stand has been known officially since
early November, the Greater New York City CIO
. Council, dominated by the Stalinist unions, voiced
its opposition to any fare rise, only a few days
ago. This demonstrates the reticence of these
labor leaders to fight on a political issue that
reveals how hopelessly compromised their posi-
tion is as a result of their support of- O'Dwyer
as a “friend of labor.”

NO SUPPORT FOR O'DWYER

The reasons O’Dwyer has given for the fare
increase have been amply refuted in these pages,
as well as in a previous article in LABOR AC-
TION (Dec. 17). The facts as enumerated by us
are available to anyone and are most certainly

{known to the labor leaders and politicians, who
have consistently supported O’Dwyer and his ma-
chine. All of them share responsibility for
O'Dwyer’s betrayal of the people of New York,
including those who have belatedly eome out in
opposition to a higher fare, for they refuse to
exposé O’Dwyer’s role and continue to support
him,
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Allies' Starvation Program
(Continued from page 1)

At a meeting of leading British and German- offi-
cials held . in Duesseldorf, the occupation spokes-
men turned down each and every concrete proposal
made by the Germans. No additional food is to come
from outside beyond that already scheduled for import,
woefully inadequate though it is; no additional food
can be purchased with money from export of coal, the
production of which is steadily on the rise; the request
to rebuild the German whaling fleet is' denied; and. the
extra “incentive pay” money earned by ‘the Ruhr. coal
miners cannot be used for buying extra food supplies
from abroad. The authorities used this meeting as an-
other opportunity to attack the Germans for not col-
lecting food from the farmers. g

; But, simultaneously, all permission is refused by the
British and Americans o organize trade union commit-
tees for the purpose of getting food from the country-
side, or even to give police-autherity to German officials
for forced requisitioning of grain and hoarded farm
products. Instead, it was decided that all other states
in the bi-zonal area would be forced to contribute half
their fat ration for the next month to Ruhr workers, and
also o make up for the meat shortage. Certain sections
of the population will receive no butter ration for two
weeks and each food producer must contribute one kilo-
gram of bacon, '

This criminal poliecy of taking from the semi-starv-
ing to supply the starving is the sum total of what the
Allies have to offer Germany. It s doubtful whether
workers and the general population in'those sections
of Germany that are supposed to contribute from their
own meagre supplies will respond to.these measures. It
is clear that the Allies are hoping to scrape through
the winter by playing off one section of the German
people against another section, and by refusing to
?ackle the real problem—that is, the problem of reviv-
ing Germany as a productive, economic nation. .The
British and American authorities, in line- with their
Marshall Plan orientation of setting into operation the
coal mines and basic industries of the Ruhr, are seek-
ing to lessen the serious starvation eonditions of that

area at the expense of all other areas of Western Ger-

many. From their imperialist standpoint,-only the Ruhr
has any importance because it is a key to the successful
operation of the Marshall Plan, above all, in the build-
ing of strategic bases against Russia. So far as they
are concerned, the rest of Germany, including the
French.zone where economic life and living conditions
are notoriously low, can continue to rot away and lie
stagnant. .

In the light of these actions, demonstrations and
mass actions by the population, while temporarily at a
standstill, will tend to flare up again and increase in
intensity. The Allies have once more révealed they have
no solution for Germany’s misery, beyond its deepen-
ing and perpetuation.

THE MYSTERY OF "PROTOCOL M" "._*"

The events in the Ruhr have uncdvered a new, his-
torie document—*“Protocol M”—whieh is bound to take
its place among the important docuntents of our time.
Not only is it important in itself, buf it i¥ probably a
key document in solving the problefi of the- aims, ob-
jects, program and strategy of the world-wide Stalinist
movement. Is the document “authentic”? We are in no

position, of course, to prove this beyond any doubt, nor .

are we inclined to accept in good faith the loud assur-
ances of its British discoverers as’to its authenticity:
But nevertheless, “Protocol. M”._.has.kthg authentic style,
ring ‘and smell of Stalinism about it, even though close
examination indieates the strong possibility of its hav-
ing been touched up in several spots to make it more
damaging to the German Stalinist movement, and more
sensational to the outside world. Although admitting
that they uncovered “Protocol M” many months ago,
the British failed to release it until the Ruhr demon-
strations of last week began, obviously wishing to im-
ply that all this is only a “communist-led” plot, and
not the genuine protests of hungry and-needy masses
of human beings. "The Allies respond to Stalinism’s
“Operation Ruhr” with “Operation Silence,” but the
truth is a bit too evident. The fact that Stalinists, for
their own political purposes, actively participate. in

‘these demonstrations’ does not detraet one bit from

their urgency, realness and correctness.

Indo-China: A Letter .

“At present, the war is raging here.

The BLPI

and safer friend than Great Britain.”

(Trotskyist) faction of

. What is “Protocol M”? Its valde lies in its re.vela-
tions concerning the aims and objects of Stalinist par-
tmpa_.tion in the activities of the German people and
}vorkmg;ciass. This is their program for such events
in Germany—to be sure, only in Western Germany, for
is not Eastern Germany a people’s paradise, adminis-
tered by the hirelings of Russia? “Protocol M” con-

sists' of instructions to.German Stalinists for the dis-
ruption of Ruhr industry in accordance with a specific
tlm'etable laid down in the document. Let us briefly ex-
amine some of its aspects.

‘Th-iss‘ document is a synthesis of old-fashioned radi-
calism in the style of the pre-Hitler Communist Party
(including a quotation from Lenin), and the new
pseudo-radicalism created by the Cominform bureau
operating out of Belgrade. The Belgrade Bureau, in
fact, is named as the coordinator of “the common
battle” of world Stalinism. “Protocol M” announces
the launching of a winter battle which will be “de-
cisive” in the history of the German working class.
“The main objective of the winter battle is to break
the attack of the monopoly capitalists (of Amerieca),
which they are launching through their so-called Mar-
shall Plan.” Everything else in “Protocol M” is sub-
ordinate to this central proposition. N

There is nothing said about a struggle for Ger-
l_nany’s rewinning of national independence, or of driv-
ing out the oeccupants and reasserting the right of a
unified Germany to live free from the heavy hand of
foreign troops and occupants. Onee more the central
strategic aim of Stalinism—defeat and sabotage of the
Marshall Plan—is confirmed, and we see how the for-
eign Stalinist sections are expected to act purely as ex-
pendable troops in the service of Stalin, the master,
criminal and dietator of the Kremlin.. As if to under-
score this, the instructions explicitly state that in its
propaganda, the Communists should make clear, “The
steady and constantly progressing development of the
Eastern European economy under the protection of the
Soviet Union.” i ' T

."HINDER ARRIVAL OF FOOD

And how shall the struggle against the Marshall
Plan be conducted? Here we see again the now familiar
pattern followed in France and Italy—that is, the em-
ployment of all available weapons of economie sabo-
tage and disruption, with an aim to worsening the al-
ready existing economic chaos. The. interests of the
German workers involved, even in the narrowest physi-
cal sense, are disregarded. The transport and metal
workers are to be the principle capital expended by the
Stalinists. What is their job, in Stalinist eyes? “...to
try by all possible means to prevent the smooth run-
ning of their supply services.” “It is not essential to
destroy food supplies,” continues “Protocol M,” “but
merely to hinder their timely arrival. The timely co-
ordination of delays in the arrival of food transports
and the organization of wild strikes leading to loss in
production is an essential feature of the operation.”
And the document continues in this vein, concluding
with a timetable which sets March- as the period for
the launching of mass strikes on as wide a scale as
possible.

In the light of this document, then, the Gerinan
Stalinist movement is branded as nothing less than a
criminal organization of political hirelings and gang-
sters functioning directly as sabotage agents of Russia,
with the eventual aim of facilitating the seizure and *
control of all of Germany, East and West, by Russian
imperialism. Correctly employed, this document can be
of great; value in blasting loose sincere and trusting
supporters of Stalinism who still believe this movement
functions in the interests of t{le German and other
workers. B '

At the same time, we must guard against any attempt
on the part of the Allies, who have found this document
most convenient for their purposes, to shift responsibil-
ity for the situation in Western Germany away from its
real source and erigin in the desperate conditions of the
German peoplé, “their hunger and despair, and to paint
every mass protest and action purely as a Stalinist-in-

% spired event. In the light of this, it is high time that the

American labor movement spoke out aganst the American
maladministration of Western Germany, and in faver of
full material aid and help to the German people, today,
when it is most needed.
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It is not a real war but a guerrilla
war, a war of partisans. French im-
perialists occupy the cities but there
is always fighting in the countryside.
The revolutionary internationalists
(Trotskyists) are at present trapped
between imperialism and the Stalin-
ists. It is the Stalinists who are lead-
ing the movement of revolt in Indo-
China, as the holders of power. They
took power through a maneuver in
the grand style of adventurers
(claiming to be ‘allies’), taking ad-
vantage of the disfavor of the pro-
Japanese natignalist parties. And
since August, 1945, they have nof
stopped their policy of compromise
with British, Chinese, American and
French imperialism and of collabora-
tion. with the bourgeois parties. But
at bottom, their policy is only one of
vassalage to the Russian Stalinists.
“By contrast, they have not less-
ened their blows at revolutionary in-
ternationalists. A good number of our
comrades have been massacred by the
Stalinist bands. Even today ,those
comrades of ours who participate in
the Resistance (in the Maquis) and
who carry on their work in the ranks
of the guerrillas risk their lives at
every moment not only in face of the
colonial bullets but also the Stalinist
bullets.”—Saigon, 1948.

Betrayal in
Ceylon Parliament

LONDON — News has been received
here that the -imperialist horse-deal
miscalled Ceylon independence has
been ratified by the House of Repre-
gentatives. Not content with that, the
Prime Minister, in a further resolu-
tion, - expressed rejoicings that Cey-
lon has altained “independence.” “I
cannot conceive,” he said, * a better

six MPs fought tooth and nail, ex-
posing the secret deal negotiated be-
hind the backs of the masses. For the

- first time five Stalinist members ac-

cepted the lead given by the BLPI
and voted against the government on
both counts.

What is amazing is the conduct of
the Lanka Sama Samaja (Trotskyist
dissidents) in the matter, who along
with other communal organizations
declined to vote. To have abstained
from voting on the crucial issue of
independence is nothing short of a
betrayal of Trotskyism. They are,
without a.deubt, making a bid for
the acceptance of office in the for-
mation of a “left-center government”
as they call it. Trotskyists can have
no truck with such parliamentary
horse-deals, which must be con-
demned unequivocally.

Fascists 'A'H'dck_
English Meeting

OXFORD, England — Mosley’s thugs
launched their most brazen move to
date when on November 27 they mus-
tered their forces to attack an open
Trotskyist meeting. ' Fifty workers
and students, assembled in an Oxford
hall to commemorate the October
Revolution, were being addressed by
Comrade Jock Haston, general secre-
tary of the RCP, when the ha},l lights
were suddenly fused from without,’
fascist hooligans bursting into the
premises, upsetting the literature stall
and throwing bags of pepper into the
audience, In the scuffle that followed

one woman irade unionist sustained
(9]

a slight eye injury.

The fascists were cleared out of the
meeting by the audience, several of
whom succeeded in locking the outer
college gates, preventing an eruption

with the Labor government!” were
heard. Unable fo causg further dis-
ruption and frustrated in their at-
tempt to break up the rally, these
gentlemen then dispersed, singing
“Land of Hope and Glory.” The meet-
ing continued enthusiastically in good
order and proved a great success in
every respect.

An appeal has been issued by the
Oxford Trotskyists for the formation
of a joint defense guard of all local
labor organizations, This appeal has
met with a sympathetic response
among the best elements of the local
labor and Stalinist parties. The trade
union students of Ruskin College
have taken the first step in the right
direction in setting up an anti-fascist
committee to organize the fight
against the fascists in Oxford.
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By V. B. JENSEN

The New Year opened on a fitting note for
American imperialism as the United States
signed bi-lateral agreements for interim emer-
geney aid to France, Italy and Austria. These
agreements were only the shadow cast ahead -of
the Marshall Plan agreements yet to come and
their harsh and sometimes humiliating terms set
:the pattern for 1948 as the great year of Amer-
ican plans for economic domination of Europe.

In the face even of the needs of the debili-
tated European economies involved for immediate
relief to tide them over a catastrophic winter,
the total of $522 million allocated by Congress
for the three countries is a mere nothing, a ter-
rible insult to the suffering peoples of Europe.
When to this insult are added the specific inju-
ries involved in the terms of these agreements,
it would seem that even the most “gaga” liberal
should be disabused of his rosy picture of Uncle
Sam bringing food, peace, democracy and eco-
nomiec reconstruction to Europe through these
treaties and the Marshall Plan. And even the
most reactionary congressman should be reas-
sured that the U. S. means business—American
business! Y

The terms of these interim aid agreements
establish iron American control over the econo-
mies of what are still laughingly referred to as
“independent” countries. For example, the coun-
tries receiving aid from the U. 8., upon notifica-
tion that a cargo worth a certain sum of money
has been loaded for shipment to that country,
must immediately set aside, in a separate ac-
count, the equivalent in loecal ecurrency for that
amount. This amount then comes under the vir-
tual control of the United States because the
agreements provide that this sum of money may
be used only for very specific and limited pur-
poses. If the governments involved wish to use
these funds for any other purpose; they must get
the epproval of the United States Congress! It is
obgious that as the Marshall Plan goes into. effect,
larger amounts which will represent not incon-
siderable proportions of the various national in-
comes will come under this control by the United
States government.

The agreements also give the U. S. important
control over the KEuropean export trade, the
healthy re-establishment of which is a key to
European recovery. No commodities received un-
der the agreements may be exported except as
agreed upon by the U. 8. Unless we believe in
Santa Claus, there is no reason to believe that
this country will’permit its own or potential trade
advantages in the European market to be in any
way undermined merely in the interests of a
more rational European trade organization.

OTHER U. S. CONTROLS

Many other forms of strict U, S. control are
set up under the terms of the agreements: pre-
cise information on distribution and use of the
commodities must be furnished; conditions on
sale, price and use of such commodities are laid
down, etc. .

What these agreements —and the Marshall
Plan— mean in terms of political control of Eu-
rope by American imperialism may be seen by
an examination of some of the even more humili-
ating conditions which the French government
(much concerned with losing face to the Stalin-
ists over these reactionary agreements) was
forced to protest—but in vain! The French
thought it “infelicitous” that the bills actually
insisted on the “obligation” of France to allow
Congressmen and United States reporters to “ob-
serve, advise and report” on the distribution of
aid. Their point was that these clauses were un-
necessary since there were no restrictions on ei-
ther Congressmen or reporters in France—but in
this protest, as in protests against some of the
rigid economic conditions exposed, the French
found that when poor governments go a-begging
to arrogant Yankee traders they get nothing.

Perhaps it is unfair to say nothing—we must
admit that the French did get a concession. Orig-
inally the act passed by Congress stated that the
“President shall promptly terminate the provi-

" sion of aid under this act for any country when-

ever he determines that such country is not ad-
hering to the terms of its agreement.” The
French, with their usual concern for lhonneur,
stated categorically that they could not sign an
agreeinent which discussed even the possibility

that they would not keep their word. So Congress,
with true diplomatic understanding of these mat-
ters of “face,” generously changed the wording
50 that the act reads now that the President may
end the aid at any time without the necessity of
giving any reasons. Voila! The French, if not,
happy, of necessity had to be satisfied.

This then is the pattern that has been set for
foreign "aid"—rigid control over the economic
present and future of Européan countries by Amer-
ican imperialism; freedom of snooping and inter-
ference by its hirelings; blackmailing use of much-
needed economic relief to assure the economic po-
sition of America and strengthen it for its coming
struggle with Russian imperialism; and the con-
stant threat of withdrawal of such relief if the
"politics of Europe shall not be satisfactory to
American capitalism, or if the peoples of Europe
shall in some way try to orgoui:e’c more rational
social and economic system.

The interim aid agreements are one more evi-
dence that the people of Europe must take their
destiny in their own hands to build a sane social-
ist society and, for the present, must beware of
Greeks (or Americans or Russians) bearing
gifts! ' )
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. New Division in French Labor Ranks

- Benefits;Only the DeGaullist Party

By VINCENT CARE

Spurning the advice of their lead-
er, Leon Jouhaux, the delegales to
the December 18 national conference
of the “Force Ouvriere” tendency of
the CGT (General Confederation of
Workers) overwhelmingly voted in

favor of immediately splitting with

the Stalinist controlled CGT and for
the formation of the independent
“CGT Force Ouvriere.”

This latest rupture in the unity of
the French labor movement comes at
a fateful moment in the situation of
French labor. The scission has taken
place most inopportunely and is due
to Stalinist betrayal and demoraliza
tion among the workers. '

The neo-fascist de Gaulle can look
on with unsuppressed satisfaction for
only by the existence of a division in
the ranks of the labor movement can
he really hope to attain his dictatorial
ambitions.

This regrettable division is the re-
sponsibility of the Communist and
Socialist parties. The greatest part of
the onus undeniably rests on the
ghoulders of the totalitarian Stalinist
leaders who have again and again
cynically disregarded the interests of
French labor in conformity to the
desires of their Kremlin masters, As
a result they have not only created
demoralization and temporarily bro-
ken the militancy of the French
working class but in so doing they
are facilitating de Gaulle’s aim for
power,

The lamentable Socialist Party

whose left wing has recently seceded,
frustrated because its class collabora-
tion with the capitalist parties pre-
vents it. from obtaining any influence
over the French workers, sought to
combat the Stalinists by appearing,
during the municipal elections, as
more “anti-Communist” than the
Gaullist and even accepted Gaullist
support to frustrate the Stalinists. Its
brand of anti-Stalinism is nothing
but a cover for its anti-working class
policy. During the recent strike wave
it attempted to hit back at the CP by
closely collaborating® with the Right
in organizing back-to-work move-
ments. = \
. In order to better understand the
relation of forces in the French labor
movement today we must examine
its development since 1944:

At the time of liberation in 1944
Stalinism represented a tremendous
force in the working class movement.

' In the CGT they had control of all
nerve centers, federations such as the
metal workers, miners, sailors, build-
ing trades, dockers, railroad workers,
were completely under their sway.
At the 1845-national congress of the
CGT the relation of forces was the
following: Stalinists 80 per cent, So-
cialists 20 per cent. The socialist ten-

dency represented mainly white col- -

lar unions such as the government
employees, teachers and department
store employees. The reformists were
hopelessly in the minority. There was
nothing they could do to extricate
themselves inasmuch as their socialist
colleagues were collaborating in the
government, as were the Stalinists.
They were in basic agreement with
the Stalinist union bosses in their
policy of “More production—freezing
of salaries.”

Toward the beginning of 1946, Stal-
inist trade union influence began to
.ebb. Their callous smashing of the
strikes of the Paris printing workers
and the miners of Lens were the first
manifestations of the true face of
Stalinism. The Stalinist policy of
“production first” and “no wage in-
creases,” “the strike is the arm of
the trusts and the Hitler-Trotskyists”
began to have wearing effects on the
French worker. The promised con-
trol of prices was only a chimera and
galloping inflation was reducing the
-working class to the level of misery.

Despite the crushing weight of ‘the
Stalinist machine, workers, here and
.there, began to fight back. Finally in
August 1946 the dikes were breached

when 80 per cent of the postal and
telephone workers oft France defied
their Stalinist union leaders, organ-
ized democratic strike committees
and won their demands for higher
wages.

With the constifution of the Comin-
form in October, any semblance of
fidelity to th€ interests of the French
working class was rendered impos-
sible by the Kremlin orders for the
sabotage of French economy and the
Marshall Plan. Therefore, in No-
vember, using the legitimate de-
mands of the workers as a cover, the
CGT suddenly carried out an adven-
turist strike movement which inevit-
ably ended in a bitter defeat for two
million workers who had courage-
ously fought for what they had im-
agined to be a genuine struggle for
their sorely needed wage demands.

.The cynical and completely bureau-
cratic manner, the suddenness in
which the workers were -told that
they were on strike, resulted in ex-
tensive confusion among many work-
ers. Taking advantage of the existing
confusion; without offering any real
support to the legilimate demands of

TR

De GAULLE

the workers, the. “Force Ouvriere”
tendency called upon the workers
not to strike and organized back to
work movements, with police aid.

RECORD OF FORCE OUVRIERE

“Force Quvriere” (Workers’
Strength) began its existence in 1945,
with the issuance of the trade union
weekly of the same name, as the or-
gan of the reformist tendenecy in the
CGT led by Jouhaux, Delamarre,
Bothereau, Neumeyer and Gazier.

Until recently “Force Ouvriere”
had a feeble following among trade
union rank and file militants, Its al-
lure consisted in a campaign against
the control of the CGT by a political
party. It never was able to offer an
alternative program of demands to
those of the Stalinists for they were,
basically, in agreement. At no time
did their weekly newspaper attain a
circulation of more than 30,000 in a
union of about 5,000,000 members,
Each week the newspaper “Force
Ouvriere” blared forth its central
clarion ecall to the {faithful few
“Against any political contirol of the
CGT.”

“Force Ouvriere” could only grow
in proportion to the demoralization
of the working class and among those
elements who were repelled by Stal-
inism and who found nowhere else to
turn to. Their “big chance” came dur-
ing the recent Cominform strike. It
efficaciously managed to further de-
moralize the workers by its strike-

breaking role and to give the Stalin-
ist leaders an alibi for the defeat of
the strike. Between the two the work-
ing class has been ‘hung on the rack
and bled white.

The failure of the strike has
brought'' a new element into the
“Force Ouvriere” camp — thousands
of rank and file militants who are fed
up with Stalinist betrayals and who
now look to FO for militant leader-

curred by the split and from workers
who tore up their union cards, is now
reduced to not more than 22 million;
the CGT-Force Ouvriere which com-
mences with about 500,000 adherents;
the CFTC (Catholic unions) 250,000
and the Anarchist CNT 45,000. A mass
of between one and two million dis-
oriented workers, will, for the time

_ being, abstain from joining any trade

ship. For example, over 40,000 miners -

of the Pas De Calais region have left
the CGT, in numerous areas a jump
in sentiment for FO has been wit-
nessed during the past ten days. Still
some of these elements have broken
with Stalinism on a militant basis and
still others have joined FO on a na-
tionalistic basis, having become con-
vinced that the Stialinists are agents
of a foreign power. Another element
which is joining CGT-Force Ouvriere
are the independent unions which
had been formed following Stalinist
betrayals in the postal, railroad and
Renault strikes of 1946-1947. They
have a strength of about 50,000-60,000.

What proportion of the organized
workers can CGT-Force Ouvriere
count on? No exact estimates are pos-
sible—not even the leaders have a
definite idea. It is expected that they
will be able to recruit about 500,000
in the weeks to come. They will be
able to count on a majority of the
postal workers, department store em-
ployees, pharmaceutical workers,
ministry employees and traveling
salesmen. Sizeable -minorities will ad-
here from among the railroad, min-
ing, textile and metal workers. In ad-
dition in a number of regions a ma-
jority of she locals have gone “Force
Quyvriere.”

Another element is present—those
who are anti-Stalinist but who feel
that the best way to rid the CGT of
its totalitarian poison is from within.
This opinion is notably expressed by
the majority in the teachers and
printing workers federations. This
position is held by hundreds of good
CGT militants who are choosing to
stay in the CGT. This is also the po-
sition taken by the “Force QOuvriere”
tendency which represents the revo-
lutionary trade union point of view.

FRENCH WORKERS SPLIT

The French workers now find them-
selves divided into four separate

‘{rade union centers, the Stalinist con-

irolled CGT which, due to losses in-

union until they have seen it in ac-
tion.

" The acid test for CGT-Force Ouv-
riere is quickly approaching. The fi-
nancial policy adopted by the Schu-
mann government, in  collaboration
with the SP, will cause an immediate
rise in industrial and food prices of
about 35 per cent. In order to assuage
the workers' misery, an increase of
2,000 francs a month is shortly to be
alloted by the government, But this
will hardly counterbalance the pro-
portional increase to come in the cost
of living, in addition to price rises of
50 per cent sirice last July. Despite
the state of confusion reigning in the
workers' ranks it is expected that a
wave of strikes is due in two or three
months. The government is so sure of
it that only a fraction of the 120,000
reservists mobilized during the recent
strikes will be demobilized in the
near future.

“Front Ouvrier,” which represents
the révolutionary tendency in the
trade unions, has explained to the
militants that splitting the trade un-
ion movement can only lead to steril-
ity and a further weakening of the
striking power of the working class,
that the split only weakens the fight
against Stalinism. Only by fighting
the .Stalinists from within the CGT
is it possible to break their death grip
on the labor movement. They further
state that the CGT-Force Ouvriere
offers nothing to the working class
but the bitter fruits of class collabo-
ration such as the workers have
tasted since the liberation,

| Nonetheless where the majority of
workers in an industry are in favor
of joining “Force Ouvriére” the mili-
tants of “Front Ouvrier” will act ac-
cordingly. In a situation where an
imposing minority decides in favor of
scission and which represents the bet-
ter elements among the workers, the
adherents 'of “Front Ouvrier” will
join both CGT and CGT-FO in order
to stress the necessity of unity of ac-
tion between the two groups.

By WILLIAM BARTON

Workers who are employed at the
Chevrolet and Fischer Body plants in
Qakland, members of UAW-CIO Lo-
cal 76, were this week threatened
with a 30 per cent decrease in pro-
duction. Because of material short-
ages, inefficiencies of plant manage-
ment, etc., full work weeks had al-
ready become a rare. thing for these
workers during the past two years.

One reported suggestion of some
employers was the dismissal of 250
non-seniority workers. But the union
members at both ptants, like their
longshoremen ‘brothers, have com-
pletely rejected any such attempts to
divide them. At meetings this week,
they have, instead, called for a re-
duction to a regular four-day week
or a schedule with four weeks of
work and one week off to allow for
collection of unemployment insur-
ance.

[ ]

The ink had barely dried on the

much-publicized report of the Presi--

dent’'s Advisory Committee on Civil
Rights, with its call for full equality

" for all, when this area witnessed a

Labor Mover
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violation 'of its much-extolled prin-

ciples. A prominent national organ-

ization, the Professional Golfers As-
sociation, refused to allow two Negro
golfers ‘entrance to its richly-prized
Richmond ‘Open Tournament. The
two wvery capable golfers, William
Spiller and Ted Rhodes, were told
that a PGA clause, denying all but
“members of the Caucasian race” per-

mission to play in its tournaments,
prevented their appearance. The two
men are suing the Association for
$250,000 in damages and the first and
second place: prize money of $3,400.
The unfortunate feature is that their
attorney is planning to use the Taft-
Hartley Act’s provision against closed
shops as the basis for the suit. At-
tempting to utilize oppressive legis-
latiqh is not the way to fight for civil
rights and is hardly conducive to
winning the necessary help from the
labor movement. Nevertheless, the
fight of the two golfers is deserving
of the widest individual and organ;
izational support. '
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Behind Truman Tax Plan - -

{Continued from page 1)

$10,000 to $100,000, not only by reduc-
ing income taxes by 10 to 30 per cent
but also by allowing separate returns
by husband and wife. The Republi-
cans still support the Knutson bill,
with some amendments. That bill
makes a bow to the low income
groups by raising personal exemp-
tions from $500 to $600, simply re-
reducing taxable income by that $100
—a mere nothing. As to federal reve-
nue, the Knutson bill would slash it
by $5.6 billion, which the Republi-
cans would seek to balance off with
cuts in the budget—not in corpora-
tion profits. P

Aside from Republican Representa-
tive Halleck's wisecrack: “What, no
mule?”—referring to the bid of the
carpet-baggers of “forty acres and a
mule” to get slaves back to the South
after the Civil War—the Republicans
have countered the President's “revo-
lutlonary" proposal with two stock-
in-trade reactionary arguments. First,
prices would go up and inflation
would increase if $3.2 billion more
purchasing power were put into the
hands of the people. As always, mon-
ey in the hands of the people is dan-
gerous, but in the hands of the cor-
porations and the rich it is benign.
The New York Times expressed this
point of wview best: “...the Presi-
dent’s plan would call for the trans-

_fer of $3.2 billion from retaining
~ corporate earnings, the area in which

it is furthest removed from the con-
sumer goods spending stream, to an
area where it would make its opti-
mum contribution to mounting prices
and living costs.” Which does not
solve the working people’s problem
of how to get along without more
money. .

The other argument was voiced by
by Senator Taft and Knutson. Said
the Republican Taft, referring to the
President’s remark that industry
should invest about $50 billion in
the next few years: “How does the
President éxpect business to make
this great investment if taxes take
away the profits and make it un-
profitable for new money to go into
business?” Mr. Taft knows, of course,
that 1948 profits after faxes at pres-
ent rates will skyrocket to above $18
billion; that even if $3.2 billion more
should be deducted in taxes that still
leaves a profit package of $15 billion
that would be ‘well above the $12.5
billion of 1946 and mountains above
pre-war profits. However, that is not
sufficient incentive for private enter-
prise, or in the words of Representa-
tive Knutson, the Truman plan would
fail to “INCREASE the incentive to
save, invest and assume managerial
responsibilities.” In a word, the Re-
publicans have made an open rededi-
cation to a higher standard of profits
and a lower standard of living.

Fund Drive Campaign Enters New Stage!

By YETTA BARSH, Fund Drive Director

100-percenters, we would like to take this opportunity to apol-

for their contributions to our Fund Drive and for their in-

Guer

The absolutely detestable position
of the Republicans from the working
people’s pointiof view, does not in
the least make the position of the
President and the Democratic Party
more acceptable. In passing, it is well
to make clear that the Truman tax
plan is not necessarily that of his
‘party. When he delivered his message
before Congress there was no ap-
plause for his plan from Democratic
benches. Of course, we all know
where the Southern Democrats stand.
However, even Demcrats close to the
President don't go along, A case in
point is John W. Snyder, Secretary
of the Treasury, whose job it will be
to put up the Congressional fight for
the Truman proposal even though Mr.
Snyder  is definitely opposed io the
$40 bonus. The Truman tax plan is
a false front for the Democrats.

The plan in itself, moreover, is full
of holes and is nothing but campaign
material. In essence, Mr. Truman has
come up with a “solution” for the
high cost of living. Yet how much ac-
tual help would the $40 bonus give
the working class family? The rise in
ithe cost of living has been put to us
in many different ways. Perhaps the
concrete figure of the economists of
the Electrical Workers Union is the
best. They simply state that the in-
flation has meant a loss of $13.03 a
week in purchasing power since
1945. Even should Mr. Truman’s plan
go into effect, which it won’t, a fam-
ily of four would benefit by about
$3.00 a week, Stated differently, the
President’s $160 reduction in taxes
must be posited against a $677.56 loss
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in purchasing power. This is tossing
a meatless bone to a hungry dog.
Neither is the “soak the rich” an-
gle of the President’s recommenda-
tion sincere. Should an additional $3.2
billion tax levy be passed on to the
corporations, conditions being what
they are, the corporations would lose
no time in making the consumer pay
that bill. This is traditignal capital-
ist conduct, certified to by the New

York Times as follows: “First, M. :

Truman's reasoning rests upon the
naive accumption that corporations as
a whole are incapable of shifting the
incidence of taxes from their own
shoulders to those of the consumer.

What is necessary for. relief for the
working people is actually anathema
to Truman. If Truman were con-
cerned about declining real wages
compared with unprecedented profits,
he would have to call for the end of
the withholding tax on wages, and for
the shifting of taxes to the.rich by
way of stiffer corporation taxes, in-
creased income taxes and also capital
levies. And to prevent the transfer-
ence of the tax burden back to the
working people by the corporations’
boosting prices, there would have to
be complete -price control, not the
timid, tenderfoot and inadequate
points made by the President in his
message. A comprehensive. price.con-
trol program must include price roll-
backs to a reasonable lé¥el, price fix-
ing; rationing of scarce commoditi®s
—and above .all'the .administering. of
such a program by. people’s commit=

tees to prevent black market rackets

eering and other evasions,

cities throughout the country.
EMANUEL GARRETT:
City

West Virginia ...
Baltimore, Md. ...
Reading,“Pa. .........
Philadelphia, Pa. .
Newark, N. J. .......
New York ...

MAX SHACHTMAN: .

Chicago, NI, ..................

Shachtman, Garrett Continve
On Coast-to-Coast Tours

Emanuel Garrett, editor of LABOR ACTION, and Max Shachiman,
National Chairman of the Workers Party, are now in the concluding
part of their coast-to-coast tours. Next week's issue of LABOR ACTION
will carry the first reports on their successful meetings held in various

Youngstown, Ohio ..o
Pittsburgh, Pa. ............ccccvvrnrinnnnnn.

Boston, Mass. ..o

City - ' '

LABOR ACTION will carry announcements of all public meetings
held, and will report the progress of the tours.

Dates

....January 27, 28

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, January 29, 30
..January 31, February 1, 2

rrereseirennneo. FEbruary 4, 5
....February &
....February 7
....February 8
___________________________ February 9
..(To be announced later)

Dates :
wvirneeeJanuary 28

Special Offer:
You Can Now Buy

: Fx i i iali th League. terest in our work. MAX
We have just completed seven weeks of our Fund Drive. A Ogize to the Manhattan Unit of the Socialist You :
little over -haJlf of thepDrive is now over and our r:ceip;;vfotal Through a typographical error, its name did not appear at the Branch Quote  ,  Jan.19 Pct. SHACHTMAN'S
59 per cent. Nineteen of the participating units have achieveq 1ead of the list last week, the place it earned with its last con-  Manhattan SYL ... ... $30.00 ° $45.00 150 A%
50 per cent or more of their respective quotas; four others are tribution. ' . ., Connecticut '50.00 60.00 120 "Flgh* for
in the 40 per cent and over class; only five of the participating Buffalo keeps pushing ahead. Despite the fact that it Hibbing e 5,00 6.00 120 3 lism"™
units are not really in the race. On the whole, we have main- achieved its full quota weeks ago, it continues to ser}d in con- Buffalo ....... . 600.00 712.00 119 ocialism
tained a fair pace since the very beginning of the Drive. We tributions. This week it sent in an additional $22. Philadelphia Streator ... 20.00 21.00 105 176 Pages—
attribute the slight slowing down in the past two weeks of the ’ (one of the units with a large quOtﬂ-_)t l_lset!}llt in anqthe§h$%c5',tr3\rlisli IB?I*O!' 60.00 60.00 100 Paper Ed. §1.00
Drive to the let-down after the hard push to reach th : ing its percéntage to 94 per cent, wi 8 PXUIia0 bisy i) ez 50,00 50.00 100 :
cent mark bv the besinning of the mnpnth rac ¥ bitges hit the 100 per cent mark by February 5th. _Baltlfnore is close New York Misc, .....c.ccoreeene. 20.00 20.00 100 with i
k by the beg g . behind Philadelphia. After Baltimore, there is a big gap in the  Oregon .............. 50.00 50.00 100 :
Boston, Hibbing and Streator have each made or gone over Fund Drive list. Only if that gap is closed quickly will we hit _Phllqdelphia - 400.00 375.00 94 "PIEH‘I'Y ! A
the 100 per cent mark this week., And while we talk about the the 85 per cent mark by February 5th. - Baltimore ........ 100.00 92.80 93 F All” .
- T This week's contributions include the following: Baltimore, Reading ....cocevvnesienrinnnns oAnsisaE 75.00 49,00 65 . For . :
$2.00: Boston, $10; Buffalo, $22; Chicago, $160; Cleveland, §52: N , oo 245.00 61 * By ERNEST ERBER
Readers of LABOR ACTION: Do your share! Help us Hibbing, $3.00; New York City, $199.50; Philadelphia, .00; an Francisco ... ,000,00 600.45 60
hit the 100 per cent mark early. Send us your contribiﬂion San Francisce, $52.50; Streater, $3.00; West Virginia, $20; Na- National Office 2,061.00 59 fhe PRINCIPLES ond PROCRAM lustrated—80 Pages
immediately, ) tional Office, $30; Miscellaneous, $11. gi‘éﬁ:&?}d--- 842.13 56 T ihe WORKERS PA Regular Price—25 Cents i
WORKERS PARTY We have heard from our new branch in Pittsburgh. Il';cl S New York B e 1.000.00 2,%&32 gg -
\ 4 Court Square plains that it has been slow in getting star(;;ed 1}r)1I the 1:1_nh P — 400,00 200.00 50 Y
Long Island City 1, N. Y. Drive because of the numerous other tasks and problems WRICh 10" g noeleg ...uvmvvrromsmonn, e 500.00 230.50 4
g9 : YI.N.T. it faces but assures us that it_ls on t‘qe way and thf.)t_we b{;}l Gt T.oits 35.00 16:00 46 l BO'HI fOI‘ 51.00 *
Enclosed find & $.........uuvsresere CONtribution to the | soon witness its active participaton e e DEtTOit, e s 800.00 352.00 44 -'
i are not ohe bi ! ! ’ (212775 . SO .. 400.00 :
$15,000 fllnd drive. we can rely on the wo1:d of our Pltts]:aurgh comrades who have Youngstown ... 203‘33 1;;33 gg :
Nie Duis _ accomplished so much in so short a time. . West Virginia ... . 150.00 45.00 20 | ord.er from .
e Sl N W R Our 'last words this #eek are for our friends and readers M_lsc. ............. 40.00 11.00 27 . ' - :
ARRRRER, siviisiiovissimssssovismsiaiisiremiordanisssnssisrmmssinpents of LABOR ACTION. We want to thank them for the valua- — Pittsburgh ... o 26.00 00.00 0 WORKERS PA RTY PUBLIC ATIONS
BRI - L | 1le contributions which they have been sending us together -San Pedro ... sssssssoges 100,00 00.00 0 i
CitYsreneerissrssscrissssssssssssssssissssssessessss. SEQECeussesseressnss |+ With coupons clipped from LABOR ACTION. This week we - 4 COURT SQUARE, LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y.
extend special thanks to K. K. of Seattle and J. M. of Buffalo b $15,000.00 $8,828.40 59 S %
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