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Work for a Workers World;
Join the Workers Party!
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FIVE CENTS

In an “election” in which Stalinist
agents voted "as often as 40 times
each and which was marked by out-
right frauds and terrorization of op-
ponents, the Stalinist party of Hun-
gary has succeeded in geitling omly
21 per cefit of the'‘total vote. While
the vote “results” will not actually
change the power relations in Hun-

* gary where the bayonets of the Rus-

sian army are the real rulers, it is
still extraordinary that after having
terrorized their opponents, tampered
with election lists, disqualified 1%
million voters, used powerful high-.
pressure methods, intimidated voters
and openly resorted to floaters in a
way that puts Tammany Hall to
shame—after all' this, the Stalinists
could only roll up 21 per cent of the
vote!

(Someone will no doubt be purged
for having done a very bad job of

_election snatching.)

In the previous Hungarian election
of 1945 the Stalinists polled 17 per
cent of the vote. That figure may be
taken as a fairly accurate index of

His Police Boss
Hungary Election

7

Stalinists *“*Win’’
Hungary Vote
By. Terror, Fraud

their strength. Now they have been
able to increase it by a puny four-
per cent despite their open resort to
the most outrageously undemocratic
devices. That, we think, is the out-
standing result of the Hungarian
election: a decisive if indirect indi-
cation that the masses of Hungary
reject the Stalinist police regime.

The tragedy of the situation is first
that the election figures do mnot in
any way influence the actual rela-
tionship of political forces in Hun-
gary (the Stalinists remain in the
saddle) and second that large sec-
tions of the population have been
driven by the Stalinists into the
arms of the reactionary and right-
wing parties.

The Small Landowners Party,
which represents the capitalist and
semi-feudal . agricultural landowner
classes of Hungary, had its vote
knocked down from 57 per cent in
1945 to 15 per cent in 1947, But it
must be remembered that this party
has been ripped apart by the Sta-
linist regime and that its most ag-
gressive sections.formed new, organ-
jzations. When to its vote there are
added  the vptes of several other

bourgeois and Catholic groups, it is -

seen that the total bourgeois vote is
not very much less than it was in
1945. From this we may conclude
that the Stalinist regime has not suc-
ceeded in breaking masses of the
Hungarian population from their at-
tachment to the bourgeois parties,
but have on the contrary solidified
their adherence to these parties,

SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS LOSE

- An interesting aspect of the elec-
tion is the setback of the Social
Democratic Party. The Social Dem-
ocrats expected a tremendous in-
crease (they calculated on getting
the votes of those dissatisfied with
both the Stalinists and the Small
Landowners Parties) but their vote
dropped from 17 to 14 per cent. The
most important reason for this de-
cline is that the Stalinist rulers dis-
franchised - 186,000 Socialist Party
members or voters. In addition, most
of the Social Democratic leadership
had been playing ball with the Sta-
linists in precisely the same misera-
ble fashion of most of their fellows
in eastern Europe. It is easy to see
that under conditions of a free elec-

(Continued on page 3)

Rader Challenges
‘County Commission
On Ballot Ruling

PHILADELPHIA — The Workers
Party is under vicious attack by the
two capitalist parties, which are
seeking to bar its candidate, L Jack
Rader, from the ballot. Not once
during the two hearings which have
been held has the fact been chal-
lenged that 1,200 workers in the
Fifth District have signed a petition
desiring the Workers Party and its
candidate’s name on the ballot. The

wishes of these people are not con- -

sidered important. Instead, the de-
cisive matter for the Democrats and
Republicans has been to reject the
expressed political desire of these
1,200 workers on a number of flim-
sy technical pretexts.

The hearings and procedures be-
fore the County Board of Elections
have been farcical. What appears in
the record are a mass of irrelevant
technical pretexts. It is always pos-
sible to find some technical “errors”
because of ambiguities in the law
and because the law was written by
and for lawyers and not by ‘and for
the masses of people. It is the func-
tion of the courts to place these tech-
nicalities above the needs and de-
mands of the peo‘ple.

At the hearing on Tuesday, Sep-
tembeér 3, no decision was announced
by the County Commission. The
commission did, however, cite for
contempt I. Jack Rader and Frank
Carver of the Workers Party for re-

" fusing to recognize the “competence

and jurisdiction of the cemmission.”
They refused to answer any of the
jrrelevant questions addressed to
them on the grounds that the Demo-
cratic Party, which is the challenger
of the petitions, has already filed in
Common Pleas -Court. It will be the
decision of this court at its session
this Friday which will determine
whether or not the Workers Party
will appear on the ballot. Similar
charges have been presented against
the Socialist Workers Pariy and the
decision in their case will be made
at the same time,

The hearings before the County
Commission have been rendered
purposeless by the intervention of
the Democrats to the Common Pleas
Court. 1t was on this basis that Da-
vid Felix, attorney for the Workers
Party, advised the representative of

(Continued on page 4)
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 RISING PRICES AND ANTI-UNION LAW
DICTATE NEED FOR LABOR OFFENSIV

Long lines formed in frent of banks throughout the nation on
Tuesday, September 2, as veterans rushed to cash in their termi-
nal leave bonds despite repeated government pleas to the con-
trary. Questioned by reporters, veteran after veteran asserted
that inflated prices compelled them to seek cash in order to pay
bills and meet the staggering cost of living. Many added that
what little savings they had managed to accumulate had been
wiped out in the effort to keep abreast of living costs.

Generally they reported that their immediate need was so
urgent as to leave them no alternative, regardless of the pre-
sumably attractive interest rate which is the government's chief
talking point for retention of the bonds. Some said that, given

Minnéapoﬁs
People Seek
Rent Freeze

Special to Labor Action

MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 29 — As in
every large city in the United States,
the terrible problem of housing ex-
ists . in Minneapolis, too. And, as
everywhere, the lack of sufficient
new dwellings priced within the
means of the average earner is the
main cause. The failure of govern-
ment on a federal, state and local
scale to initiate a building program
commensurate with the crying need
is evident to all

There arg 'b,;dd_l'tfénhtl"-ﬁctors- ‘that

" have contributed ‘to the  housing

shortage in Minneapolis. One of these
is the population growth in temns of
thousands since the outbreak of
World War II until the present time,
Another is the returned veterans
who have formed many more thou-
sands of new family units and whose
needs are especially severe since
these new family units contain in-
fants and babies and small children.
A third factor is the deterioration
of dwellings which fall from an al-
ready sub -standard condition into
disuse because they are unfit, unsafe

(Continued on page 2)

Two Independent Labor Candidates
Named for Cleveland Wards 22, 32

By G. McDERMOTT

CLEVELAND, Aug. 28—It can hap-
pen in your town, too. Labor can
break with the two political parties
of big business and stand on its own
feet. The workers of Cleveland, as
they fight to elect two independent
labor candidates to the City Council,
are proving this.

Here is the picture in Cleveland.
The 32nd Ward, the Collinwood in-
dustrial district, is a working class
neighborhood of Slovenians and Ital-
ians. Last year, the local unions in

this area banded together and ran ~

Mathew DeMore, an IAM official, for
«Congress. Although unsuccessful,
the unionists found that the idea of
independent labor candidates was
popular. They kept their political
organization intact as the 32nd Ward
PAC Club and set out to build an
organization that would fight the
capitalist parties right down to the
last precinct. This PAC Club includes
representatives from the UAW-CIO,
UE-CIO, Mine, Mill and Smelter-
CIO, various AFL locals, IAM locals,
MESA locals and rail brotherhood
lodges., The policies of the club are
arrived at democratically by the
membership and candidates are
picked the same way.

The club is running John DeVito,
chief steward of Fisher Body Local
45 for City Council. Brother DeVito
has a fine record in the labor move-
ment and is a veteran of World War
II. He was a leader in the sit-down
strike that organized the Cleveland
General Motors plant. He is a mili-
tant committeeman, veteran of more
than one wildcat strike and picket
line clash. Although his local is
dominated by Stalinists, he has de-
fied them to defend the miners’
strikes and has condemned their
speed-up tactics during the war. As
a delegate to the Cleveland Indus-
trial Union Council, he called for a

nation-wide general strike against
the Taft-Hartley bill.

The PAC Club voted to support
DeVito, provided he abide by the
principles of the club. These princi-
ples are that he run as an indepen-
dent labor candidate, opposing the
Democrats and Republicans, and that
he run on a program drawn up by
the PAC Club. Although the Stalin-
ists in DeVito’s local objected to this;
they had no choice but te go along.
The PAC Club is the real power in
the ward. .

Inspired by the events in Ward 32,
unionists in Ward*22 have formed a
PAC Club and are backing an inde-
pendent candidate. Ward 22 is a
working class area in the heart of
the city populated by eastern Euro-
pean immigrants, Negroes and Jap-

anese - Americans. Led largely by
workers from the same locals rep-
resented in Ward 32, the club is
backing Bob Sivert, a militant IAM
unionist, Sivert is a veteran of the
DeMore campaign and an advocate
of independent labor political action.

These campaigns are not just a
“token” or “gesture.” They are being
fought to win! Both candidates ac-
quired sufficient signatures with ease

"after mobilization of the membership

of the clubs. Both are safely on the
ballot.

It is interesting to note that each
of' these ward clubs grew out of the
CIO-PAC. The city PAC director as-
sisted in organizing and advising

-each club. The two candidates are

officially endorsed by the city PAC.
Many other ward clubs have been

formed. or are forming in Cleveland.
Should these clubs, too, choose to
break with the two old parties, Cleve-
lind would be well on the road to
a city-wide Labor Party organiza-
tion,

Interest in the two k independent
campaigns among the rank and file
in the shops is considerable. Every-
one realizes. that this is something
different. It is also interesting to note
that in both clubs, UAW militants
have led in organizing and leading
the clubs.

The Cleveland Branch of the Work-
ers Party has voted full support to
both candidates and members of the
party living in the two wards have
already thrown themselves vigor-
ously into the two campaigns. ,

the price spiral, they had no
confidence in the bonds being
worth anything five years from
now, despite accumulated in-
terest.

One day earlier, in a Labor
Day  address, Philip Murray,
president of the CIO, declared
that the mass of working men
and women' “are being squeezed

economically and pushed
around politically.” Murray elabo-
rated on the deadly: effect of rising
prices and soaring profits and cited
figures showing that 600 major in-
dustries would register a 38 per cent
increase in profits this year over
1946, He further compared these
figures with the increase in the cost
of living, which, according to the

-Bureau of Labor Statistics; had risen

18. per cent in the single year from
June, 1946, to June, 1947,

“I 'am saying,” warned Murray,
“that the present trend of higher and
higher profits and smaller and small-
er purchasing power must be halted
and reversed if we are to avoid
economic chaos in the future. Of this
you can be certain.” And Murray
went on to place responsibility for
this situation on the same people
who are trying to fix the vise of the
Taft - Hartley  and other anti-labor
laws on labof. Labor, he concluded,
was in a fighting mood, and would
not long brook the-economie and po-
litical squeeze which is depressing
its standard of living and undermin-
ing its rights.

William Green, president of AFL,
speaking on the same day also linked
ihe problems of reversing the price
trend and upsetting the Taft-Hartley
law. Green laid down a labor plat-
form for 1948, listing five principal
planks:

1. Action to
Pf_lc 08.” X

reduce ‘“exorbitant -

2. Sound ineaéu_res to maintain fall .

year-around employment at wages'
commensurate with decent American
standards of living.

3. Enactment of a broad housing
program,

4. Increasing the present 40-cent
minimum wage law, “an economic
blight upon our nation.”

5. Birengthen and improve social
security laws.

]

Thus, it is noteworthy that both
Green and Murray found it neces-
sary to bracket the price situation
and the Taft-Hartley law. It is a
sign that even the labor officialdom

(Cont. on page 3, edit, col.)

Detroit WP Asks Meeting Permit

Campaign Committee Gets Run-Around as Common Council Stalls Request for Open Air Permit

DETROIT — The Workers Party
Campaign Committee has applied
for permission to hold two open air
meetings per week during the elec-
tion campaign. Although the Mayor
has been recently transformed info
a liberal and the President of the
Common Council has been a liberal
for years, the city ordinance govern-
ing the holding of open air meetings
is a relic of the past. Ac_acording to
Walter M. Nelson, this ordinance is
probably an unconstitutional viola-
tion of the rights of free speech.
Here is the procedure: .

First we file a petition with the
City Clerk. He transmiis the peti-
tion to the Common Council, which
considers these requests - only once
a week on Tuesday nights. lg it so

desires, it transmits the request to
the local police precinct, which in-
vestigates. The local police depart-
ment transmits its findings back to
the Common Council, which there-
upon acts upon the request. This ac-
tion is reported to the Mayor, who
may or may not veto the action of
the Council, If one has jumped all
these hurdles and if the election
campaign is not over by that time,
one may go ahead with the open air
rally. This procedure, however, is
only for those without political
“pull.” If you have an “in” because
of your noble services to the politi-
cal- machines which run the town,
you may simply laugh it off. Our

petition was handed in on August
19, but the Common Council, which

was supposed to meet that night, had
decided to call off the meeting. ;
After learning of this red-tape pro-
cedure, we sent a letter in protest
to George Edwards, president of the
Council. He is probably a very busy
man, for we have not received a re-
ply up to now. 4

The PAC radio handbook informs
us that all radio stations are sup-
posed to furnish free radio time as
a public service on public issues. It
says: “Every station, when it obtains
its license, commits itself to provide
freedom of speech on the radio. If
the station presents a public issue,

that station is obliged to present all:

sides of that issue fairly and with-
out bias. However, in many contro-
versial issues, one side might be rich

and the opposing side poor. Then
only the rich man’s side would be
presented to the public. That obvi-
ously would not be to the ‘public in-
terest.’ For this reasom, fairness re-
quires that on all vital public issues
a non-profit organization get' free
time on the radio to refute argu-
ments presented by opponents.”

It sounded logical, so we wrote to
all *the radio stations in this area
requesting free time. So far, we re-
ceived one reply: WJR (the Good-
will Station, Inc.) says that we can
buy radio time on the same terms as
anyone else. It is good to know that
we, the poor people referred to
above, don't have to pay any more
to get on the radio than the politi-
cians supported by rich capitalists,
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Sales Tax Shows

Face of Maryland

Demand Rent Freeze In Minneapolis - -

(Continued from page 1)
and unrepairable. One can go on and
on.

As a consequence, families have
been compelled to double up, triple
up and even guadruple up in dwell-
ings originally constructed for single
family occupancy. With inadequate
toilet facilities, lack of simple pri-
vacy, unsanitary conditions arising
inevitably from too much overcrowd-
ing, domestic irritations mount into
frustration, bitierness and the all
too familiar pattern of broken fam-
jly life. Where overcrowding does
not achieve this tragic result, fam-
jlies are torn apart by the heart-
breaking necessity of its members to
separate from one another so that
each shall have at least that mini-
mum of animal security and safety—
a place to sleep and keep warm in
the approaching long and cold win-
ter normal to Minnesota.

RAISED RENT SPECTER

In addition to the crucial shortage
of houses (a shortage which the
Mayor of Minneapolis' tabulates at
25,000), the federal decontrol meas-
ure of July has raised the specter of
increased rents and evictions for the
already harrassed tenants of this
eity. As soon as the measure passed
and became law, hundreds of Min-
neapolis tenants were served with
eviction notices and told to get out
or be thrown out. Thousands were
faced with the prospect of “volun-
tary” increases in rent or the alter-
native of evictions. TUnorganized,
frightened and cowed, families by
the hundreds began streaming into
Mayor Humphrey's Court House of-
fice asking that something be done
to check the emergency that was be-
coming a calamity, Confronted with
a seemingly endless number of de-
mands from people who were fright-
ened and now becoming angry, the
Mayor took to the radio.

He pointed the finger of responsi-
bility at a heartless and reactionary
Congress, home state Senator Ball
and Congressman McKinnon of Min-
nesota, who had voted for the re-
moval of federal rent controls. Then,
making a strong appeal to Minneso-
ta's Governor Youngdahl, who re-
fused to call a special session of the
Legislature to consider emergency

With the s

measures, Humphrey concluded his
radio speech by fervently promising
to do SOMETHING about rent con-
trol.

A week ago in front of an audignce
of 500 thronged in a special Council
committee hearing, Humphrey spoke
in support of SOMETHING just as
he had promised. It was an orlh-
nance “Regulating hotel renis and
prescribing the length of time for
the termination of all tenancies in
the city of Minneapolis.” (!) Taking
note of the large audience, he told
it that perhaps many of the listeners
had come expecting to hear all-in-
clusive proposals. He assured them,
however, that he was taking first

‘things first. He made great oratory

about putting human rights before
property rights, but was very care-
ful to add his intense opposition to
totalitarianism both ‘*‘of the left and
right,” and his belief and support
of free enferprise. These statements
won him alternate rounds of ap-
plause and beos from landlords, ten-
ants and spectators. It served the
purpose, however, of obscuring the
real reason for the presence of the
largest crowd ever to assemble in
the Council chambers since the 1934
Council hearings on relief.

Boiled down to essentials, the
Mayor's proposed . ordinance em-
bodied two ideas. One, to allow an
immediate 15 per cent increase in
hotel rentals; two, to extend the time
limit for evictions from 30 to 90 days.
Several labor officials spoke in favor
of the ordinance, omitting to point
out that as a rent control measure it
took only the tiniest step forward
and did wvery little to protect the
basic needs of the majority of ten-
ants in Minneapolis. So great was
the demand of the audience for an
opportunity to be heard that, after a
session lasting late into the after-
noon, it was decided to continue
hearings the following week on
Tuesday evening.

DEMAND RENT FREEZING

Between the interval of the two
hearings, the Minneapolis branch of
the National Association for the: Ad-
vancement of Colored People re-
leased a communication from its
newly organized Rent Control Com-
mittee. Urging its members to re-
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fuse to pay rent increases and fto
join with other tenants in coopera-
tive endeavors to prevent evictions,
the NAACP demanded a municipal
rent control -ordinance “freezing
rents as of January 1, 1947, and for-
bidding evictions except for unjusti-
fied refusal to pay rent or for ille-
gal use of premises.” This is the first
and thus far the only apparently or-
ganized effort in the city to demand
a significant rent control ordinance
to meet the situation.

The l’ollowm)g Tuesday evenmg a
record crowd, estimated by the daily
papers at 709, sammed the Council
chambers a.nd overﬂowed into the
hallway, where loudspeakers had
been set up in advance so that the
proceedings could be heard by all,
The labor movement, both AFIL, and
CIO, attended in force. Vetlerans’
organizations were also represented.
Civic groups, including. Negro repre-
sentatives from the NAACP, were on
hand.

On the other side of the “barri-
cades” were the landlords, hotel
keepers and the real estate organ-
izations and their attorneys. The
meeting lasted until 11 o'clock that
night with both sides given equal
time for speaking. At this meeling
the chosen Negro speaker for the
NAACP {failed o arrive, and the few
Negroes who were present either did
not feel adequate to sp&ak before
the excited crowd or were unable

to get to the microphone. Among
those speaking against the landlords
was Grace Carlson of the Minneap-
olis branch of the SWP. She insisted
that no landlord was being forced to
remain a landlord; that if any were
losing their investments because of
rent control, there was no law pre-
venting them from  disposing of
their properties. To the little land-
lord she indicated that:the real es-
tate interests were leading him
around by the nose. Although stating
that the proposed ordinance was
weak and inadequate, she failed to
follow through with positive alterna-
tive proposals, and when asked if
she represented any organiza:tion,
*she replied that she did not.

This leaves the Minneapolis rent
control situation, as far as getling a
city ordinance on the books is con-
cerned, without real leadership or
organization. A late mnews report
states that the Hennepin County
CIO (Stalinist dominated) has taken
a stand on evictions, “If we lose
eviction cases in the courts, we’ll
firht on the doorsteps. We'll post
pickets rather than let our members
be thrown out into the streets.” The
AFL is reported to have declined to
join this “doorstep fight.” Its spokes-
man countered, “I believe the courts
will see .the light of day.”

For Minneapolis the rent control
jssue cannot remain a dormant one.
It contains unfathomed and perhaps
explosive possibiiities,

Gigantic Combines, Gigantic Profits

“Friend of Labor"

BALTIMORE — Announcement of
large returns from the first month's
use of the sales tax in Maryland has
reminded the workers of the state
that Governor Lane turned out to
be a very poor-“friend of labor.”

Governor Lane was elected with
the endorsement and campaign help
of most of organized labor. CIO-PAC
endorsed him, though he was em-
barrassed by the endorsement,
Thomas Healey of the Teamsters
Union in Baltimore headed a labor
committee that supported him.

Nothing was said about the sales
tax, of course, during Lane’s cam-
paign, since it is the kind of tax that
soaks the working man far out of
proportion to his ability to pay. In
spite of that, it was one of the first
measures pushed through the last
Leg:slature.

Many workers say they Ilearned
their lesson on Lane, but it seems
that they only mean that they won't
support Lane any more. They still
haven't learned their lesson that nei-
ther a Democrat nor a Republican
will look after the interests of any-
one except big business. Since Lane
was elected, organized labor in Bal-
timore has supported two Democrats,

D'Alesandro for Mayor of Baltimore

and Garmatz for Congress. We may
expect that these two will eventual-
ly slap labor in the face by anti-
labor and pro-big business acts,
proving again that capitalist candi-
dates have no use for labor except
to vote them into office.

. : /

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug.

29 — The
Luckenbach Steamship Company has
answered the seven-week strike of
the longshore walking bosses, mem-
bers of the CIO Longshoremen’s
Union, with a new type of lockout.
They have announced that they are
discontinuing “stevedoring opera-
tions" in the San Francisco area. In-
dependent companies will be given
all of the company’s loading work.
The union has announced that it will
continue picketing the Luckenbach
ships, despite the bosses’ threats of
invoking provisions of the Taft-
Hartley Act and similar California
legislation against “secondary boy-
cotts.”

Despite the fact that the arbitra-
tion' proceedings had decided that
the walking bosses are not to be
considered foremen under the terms

of the Taft-Hartley Act, there is lit- .

tle doubt that the Luckenbach ac-
tion is part of a well-planned cam-
paign by the shipowners to drive a
wedge into the ranks of the union.
A group of independent stevedore
outfits in Los Angeles have already
announced that they will not even
negotiate with their walking bosses
unless they leave the longshoremen’s
union.
®

San Francisco newspapers this week
carried headlines exclaiming that
the fight against higher prices was
still alive. A group of mothers, ac-

A Survey of the Petroleum Industry

By JOHN DILLON

On the present-day checkerboard
of international power politics, in
this period of mutual distrust, care-
fully planned and premeditated ill-
feeling between empires, nations and
peoples, we find petroleum put to a
use which must have been but
vaguely foreseen when Billy Smith
and Edwin L. Drake drilled the first
oil well to prove its commercial
value in 1859. :

Petroleum, the raw material source
of high octane aviation gasoline,
standard moter fuel, fuel for diesel
motors and the source of essential

lubricating oils, has proved to be the’

number one crowned checker for out-
right economic control by monopoly-
capitalism in the United States over
the lesser, second-rate ''sovereign"
states of the world. Political conirol
is a goal always kept in sight by these
overzealous but crude imperialists of
the land of the Almighty Dollar, even
though they aqre credited by the
"good people” of "our" nation as
having no territorial greed or ques-
tionable political designs which
would envelop "furriners."

The petroleum. industry, needless
to mention, is an extremely large
one. The corporations have piled up
tremendous assets, both financially
and ‘in plants and properties. Of the
one hundred largest industrial cor-
porations in the United States in
1946, eighteen were oil companies.
The Standard 0il Company (New
Jersey), number one oil company of
all time, has operated as an indus-
trial state for years and has made
many trade agreements with foreign
nations. In such agreements Stand-
ard Oil received the profits, the con-
tracting government received the
royalties, and the United States gov-
ernment received an additional toe-
hold from which to defend “national
honor.”

WH% PULLS THE STRINGS
IN THIS INDUSTRY?

Who pulls the strings in this in-
dustry? Not the small town banker,
lawyer, doctor, dentist or the over-
emphasized horde of widows and or-
phans whose money is willingly ac-
cepted by the captains of industry.
They may own stock in these corpo-
rations,, voting stock if fortunate;.
otherwise they just go along for the
ride and put their trust in the more
attentive owners of larger blocks of
stock and hepe that they will receive
a worthwhile dividend each year to
justify their investment in “free en-
terprise.” No, these people do not
pull the strings, It is the well known
group commonly referred to as
““Wall Street,” or in a more narrow
sense as “America’s Sixty Fami-
lies” who pull the strings.

The public does not meet these
corporations on such personal terms
as “a Mellon company,” “a Morgan
company” or as ‘‘a Royal Dutch-
Shell subsidiary.” To the public, pe-
troleum means merely the corporate
name which appears over their local
gas station.’'Of the more powerful
corporations, the following are here
presented to show the acquisitive
powers of the petroleum industry
and of monopoly - capitalism as a
whole. Some people collect stamps,
other people collect old whisky bot-
tles, some collect books. But the men
in control of the reins of eapital col-
leet corporations.

The STANDARD OIL COM-
PANY (New Jersey) was incorpo-
rated August 5, 1881, in New Jersey
by the trustees of the Standard Oil
Trust to take over from the trustees,
in exchange for stock, the properties

of the Standard Oil Company (Ohio)
which was the original Standard Oil
Company formed by Rockefeller,
Henry Flagler, Samuel Andrews and
Stephen V. Harkness in 1870 with
$1,000,000 capital. Also, in exchange
for additional stock, other companies
controlled by trustees of Standard
Oil Trust were acquired by the cor-
poration. In the ensuing years the
corporate structure of Standard Oil
Company (New Jersey) was en-
larged by the process of acquisition.
In 1922 dominant control over the
West India Oil Refining Company
was acquired. In 1924, in coopera-
tion with General Motors Corpora-
tion, joint ownérship was established
in the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation.
In 1927 the Standard Oil Company
became strictly a holding company
with no direct operation of produc-
ing, refining or retailing. During the
same year the Standard Shipping
Company was formed to take over
operation of tankers and the Stand-
ard Oil Company of New Jersey was
formed to take over all marketing of
oil products. In July, 1928, an inter-
est in Creole Petroleum Corporation
was aequired and in 1929 an inter-
est in Beacon Oil Company was ac-
quired.

The foreign interests of Standard
Oil became juicy plums for the na-
tionalistie groups which came to
power in various foreign states. In
1930 two Spanish subsidiaries were
liquidated when faced 'with expro-
priation. In March, 1937, the Stand-
ard Oil Company of Bolivia was
taken over by the military group in
control of the government and in
March, 1938, the properties in Mex-
ico were expropriated.

On the Standard empire, "the sun
never sets." As of December 31, 1945,
the corporation owned or leased an
aggregate acreage of the earth's sur-
face to a total of 40,469,100 acres,
of which 21,709,000 acres were in the
of Standard Oil Qompany are the
Humble Pipe Line Co., with 7,939
, miles of pipe; Interstate Oil Pipe Line
Co., Transit & Storage Co., Tuscarora
Cil Co., Lid_.. and the Plantation Pipe
Line Co.

Number one competitor of Stand-
ard Oil in the world market is the
ROYAL DUTCH-SHELL COM-
BINE. The U. 8. subsidiary of this
combine is” the ' Shell 0il Company,
Ine., which although incorporated in
the state of Delaware in 1922, is con-
trelled through other Royal Dutch-
Shell subsidiaries set up in England"
and The Netherlands. In 1929 the
corporation acquired the New Or-
leans Refining Company, Ine., and
the New England 0Oil Refining Co.
In 1938 the Wolverine Petroleum
Corporation was acquired. The di-
rectors of Shell Oil as a group com-
bine interests-in both the U. S. and
England. Such as: Gayer -B. Domi-
nick, one of the top U. S. investment
bankers (Dominick & Domintek);
James H. Doolittle of New York,
well known AAF general whose
bombing command took a punitive.
interest in foreign oil refineries; J.
C. Hunsaker of Cambridge, Mass., a
famous Massachusetts Institute of
Technology scientist and head of

the National Advisory Committee on
Aeronautics. The president of  the
company and also a direetor is J. C.
van.Eck of London, England. Other
directors in England are Sir Fred-
erick Godber, G. Leigh-Jones and J.
B. A. Kessler. As Shell 0il Co. is a
foreign owned corporation, it is not
allowed to operate tankers in coast-
wise service. Therefore it must de-
pend on pipelines for long hauls of

crude and refined oil. The company
“has 23.3 per cent interest in Planta-

| 4 Cowrt Sq.. Long Isl. City.1,.N. Y. |

tion Pipe Line Co. and has a 175-
mile pipeline from Greensboro, N.
C., to Richmond, Va., which was
financed and is owned by the De-
fense Plants Corp. but operated by
Plantation Pipe Line Co.

The " Gulf Oil Corporation is the
“Mellon company’ of the petroleum
industry. This corporation is con-
trolled by T. M. Mellon & Co. which
also .controls the Aluminum Com-
pany of America, the Pittsburgh
Consolidation Coal Co. and the First
Boston Corporation. Incorporated in
1922 in Pennsylvania, the corpora-
tion has since acquired many other
companies and has established oth-
ers, In 1930 the Union Gulf Corpo-
ration was formed and in 1936 the
100 per cent subsidiary, Gulf Refin-
ing Co., acquired assets of other
Gulf subsidiaries: the Gulf Refining
Co. (a Texas corporation), the East-
ern Gulf Oil Co. During February,
1936, the Gulf 0il Corp. of Pennsyl-
vania aequired business and proper-
ties of the subsidiary Gulf Produec-
tion Co., Gypsy 0il Co., Indiana 0il
& Gas Co., Gulf Refining Co., a Texas
corporation previously acquired by
the Gulf Refining Co. (a Delaware
corporation) and the Gulf Building
Co. Also during 1936 the Gulf Pipe
Line Co. (a Texas corporation) and
Gulf Renfiing Co. of Louisiana were
acquired by the Gulf Refining Co. (a
Delaware corporation). During 1936
‘Gulf sold its -entire stock interest
held in the South American Gulf Qil
Co. which held a controlling interest
in Colombian Petroleum Co. to the
Texas Corp. and Socony Vacuum Oil
Co., Ine. On December 15, 1937, the
Mene Grade Oil Co., C. A., an indi-
rect subsidiary, made an oil sale con-
tract covering future production with
the International Petroleum Co.,
Ltd., by which the purchaser of the
oil anticpated future deliveries by
making $25,000,000 advance pay-
ment. In 1938 Gulf acquired all stock
of the Danish-American Prospecting
Co. which held mineral rights in the
Kingdom of Denmark. In 1939 the
Doyle Gasoline & O0il Co. was ac-
quired, in 1940 terminal properties
at Tiverton, R. I, were acquired and
in 1945 Gulf established a chain of
retail stores to handle auto accesso-
ries.

THESE GRANTS REPRESENT
'FREE ENTERPRISE"

The three corporations noted
above may be termed the “Big
Three” of the U. S. petr oleum indus-
try. In the world market the “Big
Three” would be: 1. Standard Oil
Company (New Jersey), 2. Royal
Dutch - Shell, and 3. Anglo - Iranian
0il Companv The trend toward mo-
nopoly is ‘apparent above as the
Standard Oil Company (New Jer-
sey) at the present time has subsid-
iaries and affiliates totaling more
than 240. The Shell 0il Company,
Inc., itself a suhmdlary company, has
many subsidiaries and affiliates. The
Gulf Oil Corporation follows the gen-
eral trend of concentration in the in-
dustry, being a key area of the econ-
omy from which the Mellon inter-
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ests can enlarge their operations (as
if such operations haven’t been car-
ried to an excess already).

Assets as tremendous: Standard Oil
Company (N. J.) has over' $2,500,-
000,000; Shell Oil Company assets to-
tal more than $425,000,000 and Gulf
Oil Corporation has in excess of
$4650,000,000. Compare fthis with the
assets of your union local or éven the
CiO or AFL to find where you stand.
These three corporations represent
but a small segment of the economy
which is enthusiastically promoted as
"free enterprise.” That is, it is "en-
thusiastically” promoted by ' those
who' benefit, not by those who form
the foundation: the workers.

If the worker promotes anything,
he had better get on his toes and
promote himself. “Free enterprise”
has done a very good job keeping its
own fences in order but even the un-
tutored can now see that the boards
in the fence are coming loose faster
than they can be put back in place.

West Coast
News Items

companied by their children and
large placards appeared en masse- at
a hearing of the Bureau of Milk Con-
trol to. discuss a proposed increase
in milk prices. The mothers, repre-
senting a. large section of the city’s
consumers, carried signs like “Babie¢s
Cry for It, Mama Can't Afford 1o
Buy It” and “Let Them Eat Ice
Cream, Sa.y the Distributors.” The
result of the increasing pnceﬁ can
be seen in the official Bureau figures
of a 10 per cent decrease in milk
consumption for a city that has con~
tinued to show a population influx.
This was the respomnse of a repre-
sentative of the retail groecers: *“I
feel like a hound, but this is an ego-’
nomic gquestion and should be’ treat:
ed as such,” How touching!

A new “third party” has been for-
mally started in California. Called
the “Independent Progressive Party
of California,” the new group was
launched - at a conference of many
labor unions and other groups in
Los Angeles last week. Its officially-
stated aim is to become a West Coast
edition of New York's American La-

bor Party. The program starts with.-

the statement that the .founding
group is “determined to continue the
fight for progress in the tradition of
Franklin D. Roosevelt,” and then
lists a series of vague general de-
mands for all things good and
against all things bad, The undoubt-
edly significant popular support for
this movement, as well as the re-
cently inaugurated “California Dem-
ocrats for Wallace” group, are strik-
ing evidence of wide opposition to
both political parties. ,

They are obvious attempts at
channelizing the growing sentiment
for independent labor politics, re-
vealed in the recent Oakland elec-
tions. It is imperative that trade
unionists wake up mighty soon and
realize that those behind both groups,
whether Stalinist or liberal in com-
plexion, are striving to keep the
growing resentment against capital-
ist politics in safe, capitalist bounds.
California is more than ripe for a
genuinerindependent Labor Party.

The retail meat dealers of San
Francisco and some nearby areas are
trying to scuttle the gains made by
the AFL Butchers Union, Local 115,

in their long sirike just a few months’

ago. Led by the giant Safeway chain,
the retailers are asking that shifts
be changed to eliminate the overtime
pay for Monday work, most signifi-
cant gain of the strike. The union is
demanding a continuation of the pre-
sent contract and is all prepared for
another strike to enforce that des
mand.
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A Labor
Offensive--

I (Continued from page 1)

which has tried to fragment labor’s battle by seek-
ing to deal with its problems piece-meal now sees
the necessity of joining the issue on multiple
fronts of labor interest simultaneously. It is also
proof that a comprehensive program which
transcends the traditional limits of trade union-
ism, and which embraces a wide circle of prob-
lems, is urgently needed.

Murray and. Green beth recognized this...in
part! Both stressed, above all else, the necessity of
political action in countering the price rise and
the Taft-Hartley law. But what they said, and the
manner in which they said it, offers little encour-
agement for labor, and indicates once more that
pressure for the kind of labor offensive which alone
is capable of meeting the situation wull have to
come from the ranks.

It is progress for the likes of a Blll Groen to
see the utmost importance of political action. But
when Green couples that call with a declaration
that political action must take the place of strikes,
and further explains that what he means by po-
litical action is another ride on the endless merry-
go-round of supporting “friendly” capitalist poli-
ticians, he strips his Temarks of whatever mili-
tancy might mistakenly be read into them.

There is no contradiction between strikes and
political action, except in Bill Green's head. It.is
true that labor cannot everywhere and at all times
go on forever with strike actions aimed solely at a
wage increase which is promptly wiped out: by
price increases. But all that means is that the strike
demands have to be organized, and so integrated
with. other forms of struggle, notably -political
struggle, oas to prevent what has been happening.

We won't presume to say here that this situ-

- ation or that one is ready for strike aetionr We

assume that the labor leaders, and the ranks in
the unions know that better than we do. All we
do' say is that the'strike is, and must remain, a
major weapon of class struggle, the Taft-Hartley
Act notwithstanding. In faet, to rule out strikes
is to yield victory to the framers of the hateful

. - law, for. it was largely aimed at crippling this

e

»

most elementary and essential of labor weapons.

Moreover, there is at least one type of strike
action, which can be judged independent of the
situation in any union or industry, a type of sirike
action which, in the circumstances, can be specially
designed to serve the political purpose of declaring
labor's stand and mood ... namely. a 24-hour gen-
eral protest strike. Murray, Green and other labor
officials speak of labor's resentment, labor's deter-
mination not to let the Taft-Hartley law remain
operative, labor’s insistence that something : be.
done to turn the price spiral downwards. Just as-a
national protest before passage of the Taft-Hartley
law would have served as a warning against en-
actment of the law, so would such a demonstration
today serve notice of labor's fighting intentions.
And with various moves already afoot in Congress
to repeal the Act, it would Ilnve a h'emendous
.ie“- - . - . . 4

This is a time that requires an unequwocal
declaration that labor will tolerate no invasion
of its rights, and no attack on its- standards of
living. We speak of a declaration of defiance,
something more than a Labor Day address, in
which there is bold talk but little direction. Mur-
ray and Green speak of prices- and profits and
wages. They recognize that more than ordinary
wage demands are required. Very true! At its
last national conwvention the CIO went on record
as favoring wage inereases without price in-

‘creases. This has in no way been concretized on a

national scale, and the situation grows daily
worse, as witness the testimony of the veterans.
We. think it. inescapable that the ery muyst rise in
the unions for implementation of the union’s
stand. As we have a thousand times stated in
LABOR ACTION, the program of the General
Motors strikers in the winter of 1946 FOR A
WAGE INCREASE WITHOUT PRICE IN-
CREASES, remains the core of any wage-price
program, along with such necessary measures as
consumer-trade union action to halt and reverse
the price trend.

With that, too, we see the necessity of a gea-

. eral union offensive in which the ranks play a lead-

ing part. We have said that labor is faced with a
situation that cannot be left entirely in the hands
‘'of the union officialdoms. Nor can it be properly
handled by individual unions, however militant and
well-led they may severally be: The very linking of
prices with the Taft-Hartley law establishes the
need of a broad strategy, involving all sections of
the labor movement, AFL, €10 and independent, a
strateqy worked out and directed by democratic-
ally elected joint union beurds en a national and
local scale.

There is nothing one ecan object to in the five-
point program listed by Green, although there
are many vital things omitted from it, such as a
guaranteed annual wage. Green, however, did not
indicate how his program was to be effected, ex-
cept through the vague generalization of going to
the polls. A common strategy, a coordinated. di-
rection of this strategy, with full rank and file
parmmpatlon are essential methods of implemen-
tation in our opinion.

Getting back to political action, Murray and
Green state a need, and then "cleansé" it of all
meaning. More than anything else, we read in the
price rise, passage of the Taft-Hartley law, and seo
‘forth, the necessity of independent labor action.
But that phrase has no meaning whatsocever, at
least no meaning of value to labor, if it is inter-
preted to mean the tawdry "independence" of vot-
ing for capitalist candidates who ,have not in the
last few weeks broken any strikes. That “indepen-
dence" the capitalist politicians are always ready
to grant, and even to invite. I¥ wiil, however, get
us nowhere. It will, indeed, leave us in ‘the swamp
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of voting for one set of scoundrels against another
because the first set deemed it politically expedi-
ent to vote against the Taft-Hartley law.

Prices, anti-labor laws, various assaults on
labor’s standard of living and political and organ-
izational rights ... these dictate the need of a
labor offensive! That offensive can best be mount-
ed under the banner of an INDEPENDENT
LABOR PARTY that will challenge the profiteers
with-a political class instrument of labor, fighting
to replace the rottenness of capitalist government
with social health of a workers’ government. It is
a conclusion absent from the Labor Day addresses
of Green and Murray. But is a conclusion that
should force itself on labor’s consciousness with
each passing day.

The Elections
In Hungary

The Hungarian elections should dispel any
illusions radical and socialist workers might have
sconcerning Stalinist rule in Europe. Under the
defensive wing of the Russian army and GPU the
native Stalinists conducted an election that puts
t0 shame any of the famous municipal political
machines in this country.

The election in Hungary was a gross farce in
which the forms of an election were adhered to
but nothing more. The Stalinist gang in power,
although it does not even command the support of
the majority of the workers, let alone the rest of
the people, utilized its police powers to guarantee
an electoral victory of its bloc, and this it did
throuzh terror and the “legal” disfranchisement
of almost two million voters, certain that if any-
thing went wrong, the Russians wonld soon aright
matters.

Already the Russian chairman of the Allied Con-
trol Commission for Hungary has summoned Social-
ist party leaders to confer with him on their threat
to withdraw from the Stalinist-dominated coalition.
The Social Democratic Executive Committee, highly
resentful over. the disfranchisement of 186,000 .of
their members and voters, Stalinist "repeater
votes, decided by eleven to two to issue an ulti-
matum to the Stalinists demanding the Ministries
of Justice and Interior, as well as other. posts; and
that the present Minister of Interior} the Stalinist
Laszlo Rajk, be dropped from the government. No
sooner had the Social Democratic .executive .voted
this decision when they were all called up by Lieut.
Gen, Svirdlov to explain themselves. The general
will tell them what to do.

There are some workers and soclahsts, and
some calling themselves Trotskyists, who think we
are too much exercised by democratic questions.
They are always ready to point out that democ-
racy is a bourgeois prejudice, and assert that it
is impossible to go against the tide in the Stalinist
dominated countries. Granted there are excesses,
say these people, one must not become lost in sec-
ondary issues, such as democracy, but see the
broader social implications in the struggle. And
by some ‘sleight-of-hand” thinking and theoriz-

..ing the Stalinist lands are pictured. as.something

economically and socially progressive to which all
democratic rights must be subordinated.

Unfortunately such people do not begin to un-
derstand the meaning of democracy and the reve-
lutionary socialist attitude toward it. We are the
best democrats, Lenin was always fond of saying.
Our opposition to bourgeois democracy is not that
it is evil, but that it is not democratic enough; that
democracy in bourgeois society is always incom-
plete and that under the guise of democracy, the
bourgeois establishes its own dictatorjal rule.

This “radical” thinking on the part of those
above-named would make it appear as if social-
ism and democracy are mutually exelusive forms
of social existence. On the contrary, socialism will
provide the greatest possible democratie existence
for all the people. Democratic existence means
the fullest realization of free speech, free press,
free assemblage and. free thought—econditions
which are never and can never be fully realized
in a class soeiety. When the bourgeoisie boasts of
their democracy, they are rank hypocrits, whose
understanding of democracy hardly goes beyond
their*own freedom to profit off the labor of others.

~When the Stalinists say they achieve the: most

-

“democratic” of all governments they are totali-
tarian liars.

Revolutionary socialists fight for democracy
as a means of fighting for socialism. The fight
for socialism under the conditions of totalitarian-
ism and police terror is a thousand times more
difficult. That is why the fight against Stalinism
is an indispensible requisite in the struggle for
socialism. Those who find “mitigating” circum-
stances in the Stalinist coup in Hungary, need to
relearn their Marxist, socialist lessons. There is
nothing, absolutely nothing, in the Stalinist re-
gime in Hungary that merits the support of revo-
lutionary soeialists. On the contrary, everything
that has been happening in that country since
the Stalinist coup, and-everything that has hap-
pened in the election point to the need of a never-
ending vigilant democratic socialist struggle
struggle against this totalitarian scourge in the
ranks of the working class.
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Hollywood’s “The Hucksters”
Will Not Upset the World

By IRV!NG HOWE
Tn Hollywood's eyes, “The Huck-

sters” is a bold, even a crusading
movie: it dares to ridicule advertis-
ing. And in America advertising,
like George Washington, free enter-
prise and Mother, is sacred.

“The Hucksters” tells the story of
an advertising copy writer (Clark.
Gable) just out of the army who hits
it* lucky with his boss’ 10 million
dollar yearly account, Evans Beau-
tee Soap. The copy writer has a
occasional attack of conscience, es-
pecially when he has to do some
dirty work for the ecceniric Evans
(Sidney Greenstreet); he is horrified
by Evans’ statement that the basis
of .advertising is to irritate people
into remembering a firm’s name. And

. at the very peak of his success our

copy wrlter denounces Evans as a
tyrant and. walks out on a $35,000 a
year job. In the meantime the usual
romantic complications: love, ete. (in
this case, a lot of etc.) with the beau-
tiful English actress, Deborah Kerr,
who reminds one .of a well-tailored
glass of iced tea.

Ostensibly then we have a Holly-
wood sermon against “bad” adver-
tising and a plea for creative hon-
esty; like Sherwood Anderson, who
once walked ouf of an advertising
chain gang to become. a fine and
honest writer, Clark Gable too is
going {o defy the powers that be and
assert hig integrity. Good.
© Buf yet...not so good. To under-
stand “The Hucksters” one must dig
beneath the surface of its story; one
cannot ignore that surface for it is
very important, but one must cor-
relate it with the inner, often un-
conscious meaning of the film. In all
movies there is a distinction between
real and formal meaning. A picture
presumably preaching a moral view
of sex may, in terms of the major
visual-emotional image which it im-
parts to the spectator in the thea-
ter's darkness, actually project the
most lascivious and lecherous atti-
tude to sex. A picture presumably
preaching & sermon against gang-
sterism may actually project fasci-
nation with violence. In no art form
is there so wide a discrepancy be-
tween. stated intention and the to-
tal image of the finished work, be-
tween conscious subject maitter and
the far more powerful, unconsciously
developed content. And so.it is with
“The Hucksters."

THE INEVITABLE MR. GABLEE '

. First Mr. Gable, Unlike the sweet
and slender Tyrone  Power, Gable
represents, for Hollywood, unambig-
uous male aggressiveness. He is the
modern  version of the caveman:
what the poor old Neanderthal rough-
neck did by breaking the woman in
his hairy arms, Gable does by a comi-
bination of a flick of the eyebrows
and a slightly simpering leer. He is
a sexual storm trooper who doesn’'t
have to use his club—so omnipotent
is his orgastic charge. To relapse into
the language of copywriting, he is
irresistible. When the icy Miss Kerr,
who, seems competent to resist any
other man, is beckoned by Gable to
come with him, she slips into his cab
like an obedient child. (Of course,

she does resist “the ultimate act,”

but that is because there IS one
Hollywood power which supersedes
Clark, Gable: the censor's office; and
because her resistance, easy in the
certain knowledge that she will suc-
cumb in-the end, further tifillates the
audience in the meantime. (We love
to be teased by Hollywood; or at
least we have been taught to love
to be teased by Hollywood.)

So we find an apparently discor-
dant and inharmonious theme in the
picture's _development: a theme un-
avoidable in any film where Clark
Gable appears and is allowed to play

.his usual role of Clark Gable. For

the film’s presumed theme of the
copywriter's struggle for independ-
ence, his str;uggle to free himself
fro;;n the domination of big business,
is cut to ribbons by its actual de-
velopment of the theme of Clark Ga-
ble as the sexual eongueror. Of what
significance is the formal idea to the
moviegoe.r when he is expo,ri‘encing

the delights of wvicarious conquest
by the irresistible Mr. Gable?

NOT AN ATTACK

If we probe a little further we
find that, far from attacking adver-
tising, the film actually defends it.
(There are, it should be said, a few
very funny radio commercials and a

fine bit of burlesque by Keenan

Wynn; but these are marginal to the
movie's actual development.) The
idealistic copywriter, as played by
Gable, is anything but idealistic;
Gable always subordinates the role
which he is supposed fo be playing
at the moment to the habitually cal-
culating and shrewd role which he
always ©plays. The predominant
thread of his characterization is that
of the advertising man who commits
ruthless acts in order to get ahead.
Almost nothing of the idealistic and
troubled young man comes through.
Gable's innate wvulgarity fits the
outer half, the active half, of the
character; the rest, a vestigial rem-
nant of the book, is of little interest
to Hollywood anyway.

One cannot accept as genuine—
and I am certain that this is the as-
pect which makes the LEAST im-
pression on the movie goer—Gable’s
rejection of $35,000 a year because
he wants to maintain his integrity.
What integrity? Nowhere in the film
is there any realized projection of
the values which he wants to save
at the last minute. Gable, and for
that matter Hollywood, is unable to
develop in *living and believable
terms the idealistic young writer's

tion; what it actually “puts across”
is the copy writer elbowing aside
ethical considerations so!that he too
can have a penthouse with beauti-
ful furniture and a beautiful wife
to put into it.

The shallowness of the anti-adver-
tising theme and its actual’ transfor-
mation into a pro-advertising theme
gains its final confirmation in Sidney
Greenstreet’s big business man. As
Greenstreet plays him with low
comic_effects, the business man is an

eccentrie, a queer, an arbitrary ty-
rant who does illogical and wvulgar
things. Few real soap manufacturers
will recognize Greenstreet as a por-
irait of themselves as either an indi-
vidual or a type. By 'making the soap
manufacturer an oddity, the film im-
plicitly absolves all the quite normal
and staid soap manufacturers. In the
movies a business man is always hon-
est, sincere,’ straightforward, a “man
of distinction,” and slightly rugged:
a go-getier and a@ straight shooter. If
that sort of character, a good family
man and a member of the Elks were
portrayed as a petty tyrant, then the
impact of the film would be tremen-
dous. But so long as he is merely
Greenstreet’'s burlesque oddity, he
stirs no unorthodox reactions and we
are certain the soap industry won't
protest. The “attack on advertising”
is merely a little mild fun; the emo-
tional content and psychological im-
plications of the film are fully fa-
vorable to Beautee Soap and all of
its equivalents. The world has not
been set on its ear, it has not even

rebellion against advertising corrup-been made a little uncomfortable,

come.

combination of lies, fabricatiops,

has ever seen.

androv’s

deviations.
philosophy."

Alexundrov s goose is cqokqd

Inquisition.

undoubtedly realize.

THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE
IN STAUNIST RUSSIA -

Life in Stalinist Russia may be comfortable for prison wardens
and bureauecrats, but it is mighty uncomfortable for most other people.
This must surely be the oonclusion to which Georgi Alexandrov hag

For ten years Alexandrov served as propaganda head of the
Stalinist party. For ten years he was in charge of dispensing that

passes as history and sociology in the Stalinist state. As the ‘Goebbels
of Russia he was in charge of one of the most powerful and venal
machines for the mass propagation of mlsmformatlon that the world

And for a long time it seemed as if his services were not going
unrewarded. He wrote a “history of Western phll()“:l'l]‘]]‘ly" (no less!)
for which the Stalinist state awarded him a prize of 100,000 rables.”
Surely it would seem, mo living soul could have been more pliant to
the dictates of the Kremlin bureauecraey; no one else could have better
shifted with the fluctuations in ‘the “party line.” '

But alas for Alexandrov, he foo has been discovered as a sinner.
The very "history of Western philosophy™ which only recently won the
100,000 rubles has recently been attacked and denounced through the
length and breadth of the Stalinist land—that is from the prlson camps
in the Arctic to the prison camps in the Asiatic wastes.

A convocation of 84 Stalinist theoreticians and philosopliers’ was
called in Moscow which sat in session for four days to pass on Alex-
. heresies. The very one who had deriounced thousands of
poor dev1ls for heresies, was now himself found to be guilty of

And what deviations! The assembled philosophical dignitaries re-
sloved. that Alexandroy's "history of Western philosophy™ would "lead
to objectivism, servlllty to bourgeois philosophers, exaggeration of their
servicgs and the eliminuhon of the fighting, aggressive spirit from our |
After such. deviations, you may be sure that brother

What provoked  these awesome charges was a section of Alex-
androv s hook which stated that Marxism was the product of an evo-
lutionary development with its roots in previous bourgeois thought,
rather than a piece of spontaneous inspiration. For this platitudinous
but accurate statement, Alexandrov was hailed before the 84-man

But that is not yet the end. If the author of the "history" is gu“i‘y.
what of all ihose who praised his lpooll? What of all these who hailed
it as a "masterpiece™ and a "brilliant worll?" That is, what of-the very
same souls who denounced Alexcll'ldro\r?

rStalin is an expert at this sort of thmp;, few rulers in history
have been more skilled at makm_g his flunkies humiliate each other.
He sent a policeman named Andrei Zhdanov, one of his trusted brutali-
tarians, to the philosophers conclave. Zhdanov, a character not noted
for genteel manners, bluntly remarked that the very philosophers
now denouncing-Alexandrov had previously praised him; he declared
that “other philosophers apparently share Alexandrov’s mistakes, and
this indicates. serious trouble on our theoretical front.” -

That phrase “serious trouble” is a precious gem of understatement,
as the unfortunate wretches who pass as “philosophers” in Stalmland A

°
And that is the intellectual life of Stalinist Russia. . P

distortions and nonsénse which

Terror, Fraud in Hungary--

L (Continued from page 1)
tion this bar'ty would have had a far
larger vote.
. Having utilized the Social Demo-
crats, the Stalinists proceeded to cut
their throats. The Social Democrats
complained * that the Stalinists ap-
plied. the same terroristic methods,
to their campaign meetings as to the
meetings of the opposition groups!
Now, when it makes little differ-
ence) they have resigned from the
Cabjnet in protest against election
.abuses. But it is too late: the horse
has already been stolen and it makes
ine difference whether the barn door
wis shut or open. We may expect that
the: Stalinists, having no further use
for the Social Democrats, will now
:glice'them to ribbons.
“"The' Stalinist - controlled regime
will of course remain in power even
though it does not represent a ma-
jority of the population. The elee-
tions were so arranged that the Sta-
linists, Social Democrats, Small Land-
owners and iNational Peasants. Par-

!

ties formed a bloe, which will’ now
control the Hungarian Parliament
and will of course be under Stalin-
ist domination.

LACK POPULAR SUFPPORT

In Hungdry we sée a classic mani-
festation of the fact that wherever
the Stalinists, push their way into
power in eastern Europe they do so
against the ' will and without the
support of the masses of people of
those countries. Since Hungary is
not yet as far down the road of to-
talitarianization as Bulgaria and Yu-
goslavia, the presence of this discon-
ient is more readily observable.

What is tragie, however, is that
Hungarian peasants and workers
turn to the bourgeois and Catholic
groups because they mistakenly
identify §talinism with Communism
and reject the latter because of the
former's terrorism. This is a con-
crete instance of the way in which
the Stalinist movement drives peo-
ple ‘into the ranks of bourgeois par-
Mes, 1 |

o
e

For Hungary and it speople there
is no freedom. Squeezed in between
the two great imperialist power
blocs, all of its parties dre to one
extent or another’ agents of f.hOSe
blocs. These parties, serving either
Anglo-American or . Stalinist impe-
rialism, make a nfockery of Hungar-
ian independence; they sell their lit-
tle' country to one or another impe-
rialist bidder. And from this conflict
the people can only reap misery and
hunger. ;
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WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THE LEGION?

. Somewhere between holding spectacular crap
games in the men’s room, listening to Eisenhowgr
saw away on his one-stringed fiddle, squirting
girls’ legs with water pistols, and gearihg them-
selves up into a fine sodden stupor, the American
Legion boys at their recent convention in New
York Clty managed to take a stand on a few na-
tional issues.

But something seemed to be lacking. It’s not
only, as some of the newspapers suggested, that
the boys are a. little beefier, a little shorter in the
wind, and that the hormones nmow course more
quietly through their blood streams. All that is
true, of course, since ’I‘zme impartially lays his
restraining hand upon legionnaire and mtelhgent
person alike. It's something more,

.

A careful reading of’ the proceedings of the
convention shows what it is. The American Legion
went on record favoring the following: the Mar-
shall plan; UMT; strengthening national, de-
fense; retention of atomic secrets; the stockpiling
of atomic bombs and other armaments; the out-
lawing of the Communist Party; the defeat of
the Wagner-Taft-Ellender veterans’ housing bill;
and the defeat of the Stratton bill providing for
the admission of 400, 300 DPs over existing quotas.

What is obvious is that, temporarily at least,
the Legion is in danger of losing its position as
one of the leading reactionary forces on the
United States scene. In point of fact, with the ex-
ception of the proposal to outlaw the Communist
Party, the Legion’s program is for all prachoal
purposes the one under which the government
itself is operating. That is an index of how far
to the right the government has moved since V-E
Day.

Congress and the Statel Department, in short,
have stolen the act. If they haven’t yet taken to
dropping bags of water from the Senate gallery
or to pressing electrically-charged suitcases .
against the posteriors of the female members of
Congress it is only, we are convinced, that a good
three-fourths of them haven’t got the talent for it.

But as for the Legion, its present fate can be
summed up with classie finality in Groucho Marx’s
statement: Time wounds all heels.

AN EDITORIAL

It Is Still the
Same Old Legion

The twenty-ninth annual convention of the
American Legion has just ended its sessions in
New York City. As is usual with a Legion conven-
tion, the press overplayed the sidelights, the row-
dyism of the middle-aged Leglonna:lres who take
time out once a year to go on a bmge. This con-
vontlon had its share of 1t but :t‘. IS only a slde-
light, " :
More important, however, Wwas the conven-
tion itself which gave a display of the kind of

. minds that run the Legion. An orgamzat)on of

3,500,000 members is bound to exhibit in one !form
or another a cross section of the nation’s opinions
and interests. There is no doubt that the Legion
reflects this in its mass membership; it even has
a labor faction which fights the policies of its
leadership.

But the convention .reaffirmed very firmly
that the American Legion is a big business or-
ganization. The groups which dominate the organ-
ization and its conventions are themselves com-
posed of businessmen who are conservative and
starkly reactionary. Although there are tens, of
thousands of veterans of World War II in its
ranks, these young members have little or notflmg
to say about the affairs of the Legiongwhich re-
mains in complete control of the “old guard.” .~

Militantly anti- labor, the Legion again demon-
strated that its antlpathles run strongly agamst.
anything which, in its opinion, has a progressive
tone. The convention met in the midst of an
alarming world situation in which the threat of
a Third World War is persistently ev1dent in the

_ post-war relations between the big powers. It was

not unexpected therefore that the convention .
would exhibit the strong militaristic bias of the
Legion., ) :

The Legion is preparmg a crusade against °
“world communism” and has called for outlawing
the Communist Party of the U. S. It proposes an
amendment to the Bill of Rights which would
take the citizenship away from any American
who would change “this form of government.”
Since the Bill of Rights grants the people the
right to change. their government if they see fit,
the Legion would change the Bill. In the speeches
and proposals which came on the floor of the con-
vention there could -be discerned the seeds of .
totalitarianism which ride strong in the top layers
of the reactionary leadership of the Legion—a
totalitarian bias with a strong desite to repeat
the days of the “Red Raids” of the Palmer days.

When the Legion leaders talk about “anti-
communism” they mean not only the Stalinist
Party in ‘this country, but every progressive, radi-
cal .and socialist movement, including the labor

.mowement itself.

Another measure of the oompletoly reaction-
ary character of the Legion is the stand it took
on housing, wherein it opposed even the Wagnex+
Taft-Ellender housing bill which is about as luke-
warm a housing bill as can be produced in this
Congress. The Legion took the posﬂ;lon that the
bill would only put the government in the housmg
business. Instead they voted to leave housing in,
the hands of the several states and localities and
to the judgment of “free enterprise.” It sounded .
as though the real estate and landlord lobbies
were running the convention at that point, and
we have no doubt that real estate interests ran
large at the convention.

Thus ended another war-mongering, anti-labor
convention of the American Legion.

The NEW INTERNATIONAL

You can still get copies of the August Issue
containing maferial on the latest develop-
ments on the unity negotiations between the
Workers Party and the Soclalist Workers
Party. L

READ AND SUBSCRIBE!
(See Blank on Page 2)
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Veterans Are Victims of *‘Chain Reaction”
In Philadelphia’s Growing Housing Crisis

By JACK RADER, Workers Party can-
did&te for Philadelphia City Coun-
¢il, 5th District.

PHILADELPHIA—The only seri-
ous result of the hearings conducted
by the City Bent Commission under
Judge MecDevitt, has been to prove
How overwhelming is the housing
crisis. What was merely statistical
knowledge before to the City Hall,
is now the steady parade of 150 to
200 tenants every single day plead-
ing for the right to continue to oc-
cupy their homes.

Veterans, forced to buy homes be-
cause there are none for rent, are in
turn forced to evict their present ten-
ants. This process has been going on
for almest two years. Today it has
become a "chain reaction."

A veteran buys a home. His land-
lord, who is also a veteran, has
warned him that he now needs a
place to live. This second veteran
therefore serves an eviction notice
on the first veteran who, in turn,
seeks to evicet the tenant of the house
he just bought. This tenant is then
forced to look for a place to live and
finding none, if he is a veteran and
can scrape the money together, will
try to buy a house, at a fantastically
inflated price. In desperation he will
pay a fantastically inflated price. In
desgeratlon he will pay and seek
ev:ctlon.

\VARPS LIVES

Is this a movie seript or a night-
mate? Yet this is just exactly what
the' majority of cases before the
Commission are about. And there is
absolutely no way in which the com-
mission can solve these cases. Who

is right and who is wrong? Every- -

one knows that Philadelphia’s poli-
ticians are among the most corrupt
in the country and they certainly
are not Solomons. But .not even a
Solomon could determine the ‘“‘just”
solution in such cases.

The overwhelming fact is simply

that this capitalist system of free en-
terprise has failed to provide enough
homes. Veterans are evicting each
other, not out of greed or desire for
profit but in the pitiful scramble for
a roof over one's head.

Judge McDevitt has said, after
two weeks of insoluble “chain reac-
tion”. cases: “There is a eritical
shortage of low cost housing, espe-
cially two story houses and apart-
ments. There's a crying need for
places for people with children. This
shortage may create families with-
out children.”

In short, peoples’ lives are being
warped and frustrated. Married peo-
ple are afraid to have children. All
because capitalism is incapable of
providing homes for all.

NO HOUSING PROGRAM

MecDevitt is a leading figure, if not
the kingpin, of the local Republican
machine. His party is running a
complete city slate for the November
elections.. Mayor Samuels, the pres-
ent mayor,*is a Republican. They
have not uttered a single word about
a housing program. Literally not
one word.

There is no housing program in
Philadelphia. There is no public hous-
ing at all. During the first five months
of this year, 1,329 building permits
were issued for mew private houses.
This is 36 per cent below the 1946
figure. However, it is unlikely that
even these will be constructed this
year. Judging by last year's figures,
out of 4,53 construction permits is-
sued, 1,190 are one-fourth finished by
the end of this year.

The prices of these nmew houses
are prohibitive. There is no way of
really comparing them to pre-war
houses because - their quality is in
inferior. Yet the average price is
now $8,683 with most running be-
tween $9,000 and $10,000. It is esti-
mated that the maximum an average
family can spend is $5,000 to $6,000,

Rader Challenge - -

; (Continued from page 1)

the WP to refuse to answer irrele-
vant questions. He stated: “When
proper questions are asked by a
proper ftribunal we will answer
them. I do not admit for a moment
the competence of this tribunal.”

JUDGE INTERPRETS LAW

The chief technical charge against
the nomination presented by ' the
Democrats is that the same person
signed the affidavit on each of the
23 pages of the petition. The vi-
ciousness of the charge, if upheld,
could disbar any labor or minority
political group ‘from appearing on
the ballot. This was made clear by
M. Witkin, chairman of the commis-
sion, who interpreted this section of
the law as to require “personal ac-
quaintanceship” of the affidavit sign-
er with each of the 1,200 petition
signers.

Not only is this impossible, but it
is a fact that this interpretation has
only beeg used against labor and mi-
nority parties. It has never been
used to challenge, for example, the
Democratic or Republican primary
petitions. No single person or group
of persons could know each signer
personally. Even if a dozen people
had signed the affidavits they could
not have had such knowledge. Nor
does the law require it. There are,
however, written laws and the in-
terpretation of those laws according
to -the need of the capitalist parties
which have a political monopoly.
_When . the law itself proves inade-
.quate to defend this monopoly, a
.suitable interpretation is always
available. The courts are the second
line of defense of the political hacks,
the ward heelers, the City Hall
drones and the political hatchet-men
of the Sixty Ruling Families.

This technical “obstruction” re-
veals one of the characteristics of
capitalist democracy. Its democracy
is limited to a choice between the

Democrats and Republicans. The
moment the workers attempt to cre-
ate a political alternative to these
fronts for the capitalist class, this
democracy becomes lost in a swamp
of legal phraseology.

LABOR RIGHTS AT STAKE

The battles of the Workers Party
and the Socialist Workers Party to
appear on the ballot is thus not only
a legal battle in defense of the rights
of minority parties. It is also, and
primarily, a struggle for the rights
of labor on the political field. When
a Labor Party of the workers comes
into existence it will find itself hin-
dered and dogged at every step by
these same professional defenders
of the monopolists. Qur struggle is
the fight of all labor for political
rights. A workers’ party of great
following and trade union support
could utilize such a struggle to mo-
bilize very broad support.

It is well known that the Republi-
can and Democratic Parties of Penn-
sylvania are owned by the giant in-
dustrial corporations of the state,
United States Steel, Sun Oil Co. and
the State Association of Manufac-
turers. It was common knowledge for
many years that before any decision
was made at City Hall the question
would be asked: “What does Broad
Street Station (Pennsylvania Rail-
road) think about it?” It is these
forces which are behind the attempt
to disbar all minority pames from
the ballot.

At the same time this is a matter
of greatest concern to all labor and
liberal groups. At this time, when
the working class is being forced into
political action self - defense
against reactionary federal and state
governments, the fight for minority
political rights is but a preview -of
the greater struggles to come.

in

that is, if they expect to be able to
pay it off.

NEED QUICK ACTION

As against these pitiful drops in
the bucket, here are some measures
of the need for new housing. Fifty-
nine thousand veterans” families
alone want new houses.
thousand families live doubled up
with friends and relatives. Ninety
thousand homes are considered sub-
standard, requiring major repairs.
There are 4,000 homes originally
built as “temporary structures”
seven years ago. These houses will
soon not require a demolition pro-
gram. They are falling apart daily.

Sixty-five

In 1945, the Philadelphia Housing
Association estimated that 100,000
new homes would be needed during
the first five years after the war.
Two years have passed and, while
the exact figure is not available,
fewer than 10,000 new units have
been completed and occupied.

The «Workers Party of Philadelphia
considers the housing crisis to be a
serious emergency requiring immedi-
ate action. We demand, as a begin-
ning, the construction of 50,000 new
units each year for the next five
years. These homes, by the way,
should be built at low cost, low-rent
community projects. They should be

constructed in accordance with a
plan of slum-clearance and rehabilita-
tion of depressed neighborhoods.
They should be so built as to give peo-
ple clean air and sunlight and recrea-
tion space in place of the ugly red-
brick, tightly sugeezed kouses into
which most workers families must
squeeze,

These are not very great demands.
Modern technology has developed
processes for the creation of com-
fort. The Workers Party program
seeks to utilize some of these modern
techniques for the benefit of the ma-
jority, the working class, the people
at large,

By HERMAN BENSON, Workers Party
candidate for Mayor of Detroit
How can CIO leaders think of sup-

porting a politician whom they have

denounced for years as anti-union

and anti-Negro? Mayor Edward J.

Jeffries is such a politician. Plenty

_Detroit's Election Campaign

What the Policy
Of *‘Lesser Evil’’
Means in Detroit

of CIO leaders in this city will en-

dorse him for reelection if they can
only do it gracefully. If only it were
possible to burn the books and to
falsify the clear records of the past
years!

By MAX STERLING

PARIS—Revisiting the American zone in Ger-
many, which I last visited some three months ago,
I find that not much has changed in the material
conditions of the German population. The black
market continues to flourish despite the ban on
tigarette shipments from America to American ci-
vilian and military personnel. The only effect of
this ban was to eliminate cigarettes as the prin-
cipal black market item and to put it in the same
class with coffee, chocolate, sugar, saccharine and
other choice items. If anything, the black market
price for cigarettes, which comes now mainly
from the PX, is slightly higher than the days of
its unlimited importation. Twelve hiindreds marks
or $120 at the official rate of exchange is the usual
price for a carton of cigarettes. This represents
about six times the average monthly wage of the
German worker.

In the past three months, interest has height-
ened in the discussions that are taking place
among the occupation powers regarding the fu-
ture of Germany, its unification and centralization
and the increase in the levels of production. No
perceptible change seems to have taken place re-
garding the attitude toward Russia which re-
mains one of fear and suspicion., The German
people still continue to rely on the western “demo-
cratic” powers to feed them and to inaugurate
these changes which will once more re-establish
Germany in the “community’ of nations. Certain-
ly, no growth is perceptible in any new national-
ism against the occupying powers.

MARKED GROWTH IN POLITICAL INTEREST

An interesting development in the recent pe-
riod is the organization of a women’s party which
already numbers, I am told, more than 100,000
members. This party which appeals to all women
regardless of their politics but which itself has a
socialist tinge, campaigns on a platform of im-
mediate demands. Of these, the main ones are
equal wages with men for equal work and special
conditions of work for women, abolition of laws
forbidding abortions and birth control, on the
ground that there isn’t sufficient food to feed
properly children which are already born without

forcing women to bear more children. They de-
mand an increase and enrichment of the present
miserable diet and real measures against the
black market which victimizes the poor while sup-
plying the rich with everything that they want.

The passivity and lack of interest taken by
the youth in politics is slowly receding. More
young people are beginning to join the political
parties and the youth sections of these parties.
The churches too are beginning to attract young
people to their youth movements. However, the
olds parties, the Social-Democratic and Commu-
nist parties are looked upon as has-beens. Every-
where, and particularly amongst the youth, there
is a great desire for a new party which will have
no connection with the bankrupt past -of the old
ones.

As legal parties cannot-arise without a pre-
scribed minimum of adherents, small groups with
more attractive programs than the old parties have
not been able to come to the surface in competition
with the ones that are already established. It is
largely for this reason that such groups as the
Socialist Workers Party (SAP), the Communist
Party (Opposition) also known as the Brandlerites,
the Trotskyists and others are now considering the
formation of a new legal party to be made up of

[ ]

all of these groups. The formation of this party is .

certain to assure its rapid growth and will intre-
uce a profound change in the German political
party scene.

TROTSKYISTS HOLD NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Recently, the German Trotskyists held a na-
tional conference. I am informed it was attended
by 30 delegates who came from all the.zones with
the exception, I think, of the Russian zone. The
latter continues to have around it an almost im-
penetrable wall. The conference and the group
were naturally illegal since the numerical
strength of the Trotskyists does not come up to
the prescribed minimum designated by the occu-
pation authorities. This presents all kinds of ma-
terial difficulties. Organizers of the group cannot
circulate freely, no newspaper and literature can
be printed, and no meetings, public or party, can
be held openly.

POLITICAL INTEREST GROWING IN GERMANY

Despite all of these handicaps which are quite
severe the group manages to put out its organ
Solidarity which is edited and mimeographed in
England by a small group of German emigre Trot-
skyists. Due to the poverty of its resources no more
than 500 copies of Solidarity are circulated per
issue and this has to be distributed not only inside
of Germany but to the German prisoner of war
camps in the British Isles and in France: Neverthe-
less, much valuable work has been done with this

journal and many good contacts have been made. -

Besides Solidarity, within Germany ancther paper
is published and distributed called Unser Weg (Our
Way) but due again to the extreme poverty of the
comrades the circulation of this paper is even less
than that of Solidarity. Moreover, as tha Hitler
regime did away .with all Marxist literature and
particularly the writings of Trotsky, the work of
translating such works from other languages into
German and the publication of same presents a
formidable task which is only beginning to be
tackled.

When one takes into consideration that the
average age of those adhering to the political par-
ties in Germany is about 50 years, the Trotskyist
group is by comparison a very young group whose
average age is between thirty-five and forty. The
new adherents to the group are practically all
young people so that this average is rapidly fall-
ing. Young German veterans from the prisoner of
war camps, youth from the Socialist and Commu-
nist youth organizations are the main source of
contact and recruitment to the Trotskyist group.

I think it necessary to stress the very meager
resources of the group which stands so much in
the way of effective work. To give you an idea of
what I mean I will point to the efforts that have
been made for the past three months, at least to
get together enough money to buy a typewriter
with which they can cut their stencils for their
journal inside of Germany. It is obvious that with-
out financial help the work can only go forward
at a snails pace. Marxist literature in the German
language must also at this stage come from the
outside. The dribble that has come in is not enough
to supply one decent library for all the Trotsky-
ists in Germany.

Poll Shows GOP, Democrats Look Alike

PHILADELPHIA — Sixty - four . per

their minds, 40 per cent of the aver-

Can anyone choose between two

Party, independent of labor candi-

cent of the people interviewed in a
poll conducted by the Evening Bul-
letin answered either “No“ or “I
don’t know"” to the following ques-
tion: “Does it make any real differ-
ence to you which of the political
parties wins in Philadelphia this
coming November?” Fifty-nine per
cent voted (No.”

Other results of the poll are equal-
1y interesting. Forty per cent of the
Demooratic voters and 34 per cent of
the Republicans said they had: not
the. slightese idea of how they will
vote in November. Twenty-oné per
cent of Democrats and 26 per cent
of Republicans said their minds were
not as yet made up, making an aver-
age of 30 per cent of the people in-
terviewed who did not know how
they are going to vote.

The breakdown by incomes is even
more remarkable. Says the Bulletin:
“Indecision was much more marked
among people with low incomes than
in the, groups of average income and
high income people. Forty-seven per
cent of those with incomes below
average said they had not made up

Herman Benson for Mayor!

_ Platform of the Workers Party_in the Detroit Elections

'+ degree of political s

age income group were in the same
boat.”

«ONCLUSIONS ARE CLEAR

The results of this poll are de-
scribed by the Bulletin as indicating
“apathy,” there is apparent here, es-
is no evidence in the polls' results
to warrant such conclusions.

What is perfectly clear is that the
people of this city and especially
the one and a half million workers
who form the overwhelming major-
ity of the population of this metro-
politan area, don't see that it makes
any “real difference” to them whe-
ther the Democrats win a few more
jobs from the Republicans or the
Republicans win a few more jobs for
themselves.

Instead of “indecisiveness” and
“apathy,’ 'there is apparent here, es-
pecially among those of “low in-
comes,” that is to say, the working
class, a high degree of awareness
that the two parties are two faces
of the same system and that there
is no real choice to be made between
them. Sixty-four per cent of this
city’s people think that Tweedledum
and Tweedledee are brothers not so
far under the skin. This shows a high
ense driven home
by years of unjust, inefficient, cor-
rupt and strictly capitalist class rule,

By V. I. Lenin:

parties, both of which are guilty of
the present eviction wave and lack
of city housing? Or between parties,
both of which refused to outlaw the
Ku Klux Klan in the last state leg-
islature and also combined to kill
and now refuse to support a city
FEPC? Can one choose between the
Republican Party of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act or of the Democrats, who
proposed drafting strikers into the
army? Can one choose between two
parties which are equally responsi-
ble for the Second World War and
for preparations for a third? :

LABOR IS READY

The results of the poll are in strik-
ing contrast to the experience of the
Workers Party and its recent nomi-
nating petition campaign. The idea
that received almost universal ac-
ceptance from the 5,000 or more
workers’ families visited was the
progra?m for an independent Labor

dates and program,

Twelve hundred registered voters
in these working class districts
signed the nominating petition on
that basis. The Bulletin’s poll and
the poll of the Workers Party give
the lie to those union leaders who
say “the workers are not ready” for
independent action. It is they who
are not willing and are afraid of this
step.

The Bulletin’s poll means that the
workers first of all, as well as a
large section of the mid'd]e class, de-
sire a labor alternative to the capi-
talist parties. Every working man
can take a hand in the building of
an independent Labor Party. It can
be discussed = with neighbors and
fellow workers. Action can be pro-
posed jnside the unions. Participa-
tion in the election campaign of the
Workers Party in the Fifth District
is-part of the fight for building such
a Labor Party. !

Attend Detroit's
Election Rally

Hear:
HERMAN BENSON

1. For real rent and price control laws
enforced by commitiees representing
unions, consumers, housewives, ten-
ants. Against rent and price in-
creases. Fight against evictions.

2. For a $250 billion five-year program
of public works on a national, state
and city basis to provide low -cost
housing, slum clearance, modern trans-
portation, community and recreational
facilities. Of this, $3 billion to be util-
ized in the Defroit area for such pur-
poses and to provide new housing for
up to 200,000 families. Finance this
program by taxing the profiteers.

3. For a guaranteed annual living wage
for all workers, with automatic in-
creases fo meet rising costs of living.

4. Defend Ilabor's rights. Against the
Taft-Hartley and Callahan laws and
all such. anti-labor legislation.

5.

.equality for Negroes and all minori-

6.

9

b

10.

. Freedom for all nations. Against the

Full social, polftica.l and economiec
ties. Enforce the Diggs law. Abolish
restrictive covenants.

Open the doors of the United States

to the homeless Jewish people and ’
other victims of the war and oppres-

sion, ¢

occupation and domination of coun-
tries by the United States, by Russia,
or by any other imperialist powers.

Expropriate America’s Sixty Families,
Operate big industry under the con-
trol of democratically elected shop
committees, '
For an Independent Labor Party. For
a Workers’ Government.

For a world of security, peace and
equality through the socialist reor-
ganization of society.

Letters from Afnr_

20¢
On the Eve.of October ............ 20c
Paris Commune ............ .. 25¢

The Proletarian lc\mlul-lnn

and the Renegade Kautsky.. 35¢
Tasks of the Proletariat ..........
TFACHINGS OF KARL MARX.. 25¢
20c
War and the Second Internat'l 25¢
War and the Workers ............ 15¢

The Young Generation ............

Prices Include cost of postage and
handling.
A". orders must ﬁa prepald

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE

4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Workers Party Candidate
for Mayor

Speakers from Several
Community Organizations

Friday, Sept. 12
8:00 P. M.
[ ]

Venetian Hall
Gratiot and Canten

Admission Free
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Good union men and sincere fight-
ers for the democratic rights of Ne-
groes are already enraged by the
mere hint of a possible endorsement

of Jeffries by the ClO. And I should -
add, by part of the local Negro p_'r'e"slil !
An endorsement of Jeffries would be"

a clear desertion of the political in:
terests of the working people. But

such an endorsement would NOT be'

a departure from the "normal" peo-

litical policy of the CIO. Not at all.
-1t would simply be a logical result of
that policy. The labor movement sup-
ports politicians in the two old capi-
talist parties who are presumably
"friendly" to labor. Or at least, if
they are not so terribly friendly, they
are not quite as
other capitalist politicians.

here. How can the CIO find itself
supporting an enemy of labor as ‘a re-
sult of its policy of looking for
“friends of labor." But it is all vory
consistent. Also wrong.

"unfriendly"” as’
There”’
might seem to be something wiong:

The super-clever, highly “praéti-
cal” political policy now followed by .

the labor movement and &ll ifs ma-
jor factions from William Green to

Philip Murray, to the Communist

Party to Walter Reuther has bben
often called the “theory of the lesder
of two evils.” According to this
‘amazingly simple theory, whenever
labor is confronted by two capitalist
politicians, both of whom have their
faults, the clever thing is to support
the “lesser” of the two evils. By this
shrewd device we are able to defeat
the greater of the two evils. Of
course, things might turn out badly
when our “lesser evil” man goes to
work. But this is very cagey states-
manship because things could have
been worse, you see.

EVILS, SMALL AND BIG

Such a mode of reasoning kept the
workers tied to Roosevelt’s apron

strings even when he advocated the

drafting of all strikers and the mili-
tarization of the unions; when he de-
manded that the workers sacrifice
during the war but allowed the rich
to grow richer. And this same politi-
cal policy is leading the labor move-

ment and its leaders with their pin- .
point vision to éndorse Truman' for

reelection in 1948, Truman has been
denounced as a strike breaker by
Phil Murray. He broke the railroad
strike by threatening to draft all
railroad workers into ‘the army and
assigning them to run the trains un-
der military discipline. But you se¢
in line with the marvelously simply
policy of “lesser evil” it is better to
{xave a president who lweaks one or
wo strikes than one who would
break nine or ten strikes. A part
time union wrecker is obviously less
dangerous than a full-timer and cer-
tainly deserves the active and enthu-

siastic aid of every good union man,
(And the stupid labor leaders will:

complain about the “apathy” of the
workers toward PAC.)

This policy has led the labor move.
ment backwards in a steady appease-
ment of big business. lsn't it obvious
that there can ALWAYS be and -will

ALWAYS be a lesser and a greater
evil among the capitalist politicians.
That is part of the simple divisiofi“of
labor among the political representa-
tives of the boss class. The most ré-
actionary wing (the greater evil) de-
mands a foot length retreat ‘By the
workers. In self-defense, the unlon'
movement supporis the less reaction-
ary wing (the lesser evil). As a result,
the retreat takes place by inches in:
stead of by feet.

The process is constantly repeated
at an always worse level for the
workers. The greater evil always bé-
comes greater. The lesser evil be-
comes more and more evil. First the
unions support a “New Deal” Roose-
velt. Then they find themselves sup=
porting a “War Deal” Roosevelt who
is demandmg that the workers give
up their gains; finally they reat
the point where they are to support
a strike-breaker, Truman. Very
clever! The final culmination of this'
policy can only be the triumph of

* the greatest evil of all, faseism and

the destruction of the whole labor'
movement,

BREAK OUT OF TRAP
If in this parade backwards. bhe

leaders of the CIO and the Negro
press begin to mull over the'pbssi-

* bility of supporting Jeffries, can.we

be surprised" It is the bitter fruit of
the poisonous plant of class collabo-
ration.

We must break out of this peliticdl
trap. We do not look for a capitalist
friend of laber #o run our unions. They
must not be allowed fo run our po-
litical orquni:clloas. They must not
be allowed to run the government.
We need a political declaration of in«
dependence. That means: Form an in-
dependent Labor Party.

In the Detroit elections there is
only one way in which you can ex-
press yourself for a program of
workingclass independence. In -thé
October 7 primary: Vote for the can-
didate and pmgram of the Workers
Party, i
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