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"’I'his Wasn’t Figured Into the Miners’ Wage Contract

1114 Miners

The War Labor Board shed no tears! The filthy capitalist
press and its hired editorial writers shed ho tears! The coal
operators shed no tears! The political lickspittles of big busi-
ness shed no tears! /

But the wives and children and families of 1,114 coal
miners who were killed in mine accidents, nine times out of
ten due to the negligence of the coal operators, have shed
plenty of tears.

The coal diggers of Amerlca are amongf the hardest work-
ers in the world, engaged in the second most dangerous of
all occupations. They work for long hours underground;
they swallow coal dust every minute of their working lives;
they face death from the moment they enter a mine until
they leave.

They are among the lowest paid of workers and in the
light of their “profession” remain the lowest paid of all
workers. When they asked for a pay raise they were only
asking for what is rightfully theirs.

Instead, they got a lot ‘of arguments about “inflation”
from a bunch of greedy, profit-made operators, rich lawyers,
wealthy publishers and politicians on the make with big
business. Instead of a pay raise they were told a lot about
“wage stabilization” and the “Little Steel' formula.” They
had dinned into their ears the story of how the boys in the
foxholes were not able to strike for a pay increase.

Nothing, of course, was said about the merchants of death
who are coining in profit. Nothing was said about the tre-

all of the money drained off the immense war production
made possible by the sweat and toil of the workers of this

'country. Nothing was said about the bosses’ refusal to pro-

duce until guaranteed big profits and cost-plus contracts.

Instead, labor had te watch the spectacle of a mean and
vicious WLB reject demand after demand made by the coal
miners and their union. Labor watched this,same WLB re-
ject successive contracts agreed to, finally, between the union
and the operators, only thereafter to accept a similar con-
tract entered into between the government and the miners.

Bui in all these negotiations, in all the fierce attacks made
on the miners and their union by the press, in all the denun-
ciations coming from the open mouths of the professional
politicians, none of them uttered one word about the work of
the coal miners, the conditions under which they labored for
a measly few dollars a week, or, the death and injuries which
are the reward of thousands of coal diggers every year.

Tens of thousands of coal miners are injured every year,
Since the war began, the speed-up in production has raised
the numbers injured by many more thousands. In this year,
up te the month of September alone, 1,114 coal miners have
been killed at a “peaceful, civilian o¢cupation”!

In September alone, 120 miners were killed in mine acei-
dents. Seven major mine disasters have already occurred in
the first nine months of 1943. Five similar disasters took
place in the same period in 1942,

But in all the lists of the thousands of miners who were
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the presndent Vlce -presidents- and other officials who profit
off the miners’ toil.

In all the lists of injured and permanently maimed miners,

‘we find no names of members of the WLB, the fat and self-

satisfied lawyers whe preach patriotism to the coal digger,
who goes inté the very bowels of the earth day after day to
mine coal.

In the list of the dead and mutilated miners, we find neo
names of mewspaper publishers who sit in their luxurious
offices issuing directives to pen-slaves who write the lies de-
manded of them by their besses. Nor can we find any names
of big businkss leaders, their political servants and the whole
anti-labot gang, from the Southern Bourbons to their North-
ern counterharts.

The miners not only get low wages, poor housing, high
prices in company stores, and high rents in company houses,
but they get more than their share in death, injuries and per-
manent mutilation. But these aren’t figured in their wages.
This has nothing to do with “stabilization.” And such a
“good” lawyer as the Honorable William Davis, chairman of
the War Labor Board, has no measuring stick to determine
what is the value of 1,114 dead miners, and more than 70,000
injured ones.. )

But fronithe blood and sweat and tears of these cd;l
miners, the living and the dead, one can measure the riches
of the mine owners, who sit in their offices counting up the

illed in Coal Accidents This Year

Labor Unions Start Drive

For Increased Wage Rates

WASHINGTON — The action of the House in
sending to the Senate the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration Bill, calling for an end to the food sub-
sidy program after December 31 of this year, car- =
ried by a vote of 278 to 117, will only aggravate
the wage situation in the country. AII forecasts are that the Senq
ate will concur in the House action.

It is expected that Roosevelt will veto the bill, since his éntire'
program for the wage freeze depends on subsidies given to the. big
food corporations as a means of keeping down prices. But price$ |
of course have not been kept down, and the workers of the country

are clamoring for higher wages.

The House action was carried out in behalf of the war profiteers,
who stand to gain millions more through higher prices—unlimited
prices. Roosevelt’s fears that this will set the stage for widespread
wage demands are based on the fact that even before the House
cct:on a number of unions have denounced the Little Steel formulq '

-

mendous salaries which big business has set aside for itself,

injured or killed, we have seen no names of coal operators,

1

profits which the coal diggers produce for them!

The Facts in the Bedford Stuyvesant Grand Jury Hearings
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“Civic’’ Leaders Provoke Anti-Negro Attacks

By EVERETT WESTON

The Bedford-Stuyvesant section of
Brooklyn, New York’s Little Har-
lem,” is being maneuvered into a
situation where it will need only a
wotd to set off another race riot.. In
part, the Negroes are being used by
Tammany, Republican and La Guar-
dia supporters as a political club
with which to hit one another. In
part, certain elements are out to get
*the colored Brooklynites and, if pos-
sible, drive them out of the commu-
nity.

To find the roots of the story, we
have to go back at least as far as
1937. At that time one Summer A,
Sirtl, president of a Midtown Civic
League, declared he was going to
“make things really uncomfortable
for - Negroes in Brooklyn.” League
members applied en masse for pistol
permits.

In 1938 this same Sirt] testified be-
fore the State Temporary Commis-
sion that the Negroes in Brooklyn
were creating a crime wave, that too
many of them were on relief.

The cut in the budget last year by
La .Guardia and his Board of Esti-
mate is also no small factor. The
Board of Education had asked for
exfra funds for the Bureau of Child
Guidance, for after - school athletic
centers, for community centers and
playgrounds. None of these were
granted. On the contrary, there was
a cut in the staff of the Juvenile Aid
Bureau. Playgrounds had no super-
visors.

It takes no master mind to know -

that wartime conditions breed juve-
nile delinquency. The great “liberal,”
La Guardia, prepared for such delin-
quency by cutting down all the agen-
cies that combat it.

The latest phase of the Jim Crow
fight against Brooklyn Negroes was
set off by a report of the Kings Coun-
ty Grand Jury that “conditions of

" lawlessness existed in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section.” How much these
finé gentlemen are concerned with
the law may be judged from their

really astonishing suggestion that
policemen follow a “muss ’em up”
procedure in combatting hoodlums.
This is illegal, but effective in keep-
ing Negroes “in their place.” |

La Guardla s answer was to send a

“youhg army of policemen to Brook- -

lyn. 'The first detachment was 420
men, sent to make a house-to-house
survey of the district. Their snoop-
ing was called off after a few days,
when it became obvious that Brook-
lynites were in no mood to co-oper-
ate in havmg their private affairs
publicized.

Later 1,000 more cops were sent

‘Fed-Up’ Men
Go on Strike

There are a few strikes going on
around the country. 'The Atlantic
Fishermen’s Union (AFL) has called
a strike of Boston, New York and
New Bedford fishermen, About 1,900
men are involved. The union says
that the goVernment ceilings on fish
are too low.

Philip Murray’s steel workers at
the, Homestead plant of the Mesta
Machirie Company are striking about
overtime pay. About 3,600 workers
walked off the job last Saturday
night.

Twenty-five hundred leather work-
ers in thirty-two plants in Massachu-
setts were still out last Saturday de-
spite an order from Washington to
cease picketing and return to work.

Yarn dyers of the CIO Textile
Workers Union voted last Saturday
to strike the féllowing Monday morn-
ing. They want more wages. The
dyers reached an agreement with the
employers for a ten per cent increase
not to exceed seven and a half cents
an hour. This was turned down by
the WLB, which held fast to its an-
cient Little Steel formula.

Fact§ to Remember:

owned:

New San Francisco Mayor
Is a Big War Proflteer'

Roger Lapham is the new mayor of San Francisco. A former indus-
try member of the War Labor Board, he resigned from the board to
run for office. To know what kind of candidate Lapham was, it is only
necessary to list his chief supporters: the National Association of Manu-
facturers, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Associated Farmers. The
latter is not made up of warking farmers, but is the murderous anti-
labor vigilante organization of the cannifig and packing interests!

Back in March, the Congressional Merchant Marine Subcommittee
dlsclosed that the American Hawauan Sieampshlp Company, owned
prmclpally by Lapham, was a war profiteer. It cited that the company

“Ten vessels valued at $478,532; ten voyages;
y  charter hire, $3,565,674; profit, $3,096,749.”
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into the district, so that one out of
every sixty people in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section is a policeman.
Entirely innocent gatherings are

‘broken up, and there is an unofficial

curfew. This is bringing law and or-
‘der to the séétion.

Last Sunday afternoon the Brook-
lyn protofascists held a meeting at
which they called on Governor Dew-
ey to remove the Mayor from office
for “misfeasance.” Speakers included
Sirtl, who chaired the meeting; Jo-
seph Goldsmith, president of the
Taxpayers Union, a landlord’s organ-
ization, who declared that “there is
more law in a hightstick than in all
the courts of the world”; the Rt.
Rev. John L. Belford, pastor of the
Roman Catholic Church of the Na-
tivity, who spoke of the “deteriora-

WDL Continues Fight

Following closely on the release,
five weeks early, of Private Alton
Levy, labor organizer court-martialed
for opposing illegal discrimination
against Negro soldiers at Lincoln,
Neb., Army Air Base, thé Workers
Defense League Committee on Dis-
crimination announced that it would
press vigorously for the continuation
of its effort to secure vindication of
Private Levy.

Declaring that the early release,
coming despite General Duncan’s
statement to the press that the union
organizer would have to serve his
full term, “was certainly a partial
victory for the thousands whose let-

Court Refuses to Hear Minneapolis Case;
Defense Attorney Goldman Issues- Statemenf

Without explanation, the Supreme
Court of the United States has re-
fused to review the case of the eight-
een members of the ‘Socialist Work-
ers Party, convicted in Minneapolis
in the first peacetime sedition trial
in the history of the country.

The “Minneapolis case,” as it is
called, arose out of a dispute between
the militant former leadership bf Lo-
cal 544, AFL Teamsters Union, and
the reactionary officialdom led by
Daniel Tobin. One of the means of
driving the militant leadershlp out of
this union was the case worked up
against the SWP and some of its
members active in the union.

On such evidence as the “Commu-
nist Manifesto,” written by Xarl
Marx almost a hundred years ago,
and whose ideas the defendants ac-
cepted, the Minneapolis court found
them guilty under the “Smith Gag
Act” and sentenced them to a year
and a day to sixteen months in pri-
son.

The case was+appealed to the U. S.

tion” of the commlfmty with the in-
flux of Negroes.

Henry E. Ashcroft, one'of a half
dozen Negroes -present, , asked for
time to answer the charges. He was
given five minutes,. although no.other
speaker was limited, and was booed
when he spoke. Malcolm Martin,
representative of the local CIO Com-
munity Council, was denied the floor
despite repeated requests. ,

The CIO Community Council and
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People are
planning counter-meetings-some time
during the week. That they will at-
tack Sirtl and the rest of ‘the Jim
Crow agitators is to be expected. But
they can perform a real function in
a ticklish situation if they attack in
no less strong terms the Kings Coun-

ters and telegrams deluged the
‘White House,” the WDL announced
itr would press the fight for complete
vindication. Levy was transferred to
a Southern eamp.

The League also announced its
continued support of the case of
Winfred Lynn, Negro draftee who is
challenging the legality of Army Jim
Crow by a court test.

The Workers Defense League also
released letters from soldiers sup-
porting the fight for Private Levy,
as follows:

Dr. George S. Counts, Treasurer,

Workers Defense League,

112 East 19th St., New York 3, N. Y.

District Court of Appéals sxttmg in
St. Louis. That court rejected the
appeal and the case was thereafter
presented to the Supreme Court. The
attorneys for the SWP were confident
that a review of the case by the
highest court in the land would re-
sult in reversal of the lower courts’
verdict. But the Supreme Court re-
fused to review the case. This now
means that the court has avoided

ty Grand Jury and the La Guardia
administration.

/" The New York City police force
will never bring peace to Brooklyn.
Some years ago the cops were inves-

. tigated and it was found that large

numbers were either members or
sympathizers of thé fascist Christian
Front. These were not removed from
the force, and their attitude toward
Negroes remains unchanged—as was
amply demonstrated during the riots
in Harlem last summer.

What the Negroes need—in Brook-
lyn and everywhere else—is an even
break, a chance to get a decent job,
the right to live where they see fit,
an adequate share of public welfare
facilities. These are things they will
get only with militant organizations
and a struggle for their equality.

The Case of

General Patton

Following the Dbroadcast by
Drew Pearson on Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, that General George Pat-
ton, commander of the American
Seventh Army in Italy, had struck
a shell-shocked soldier and abused
him while he lay on a hospital
bed, the press revealed the details
of the event, which occurred back
in August and was known to all
the soldiers and correspondents in
that theater of the war. N

The War Department has now
permitted the story to be told and
the newspapers have published a
number of facts surrounding the
case,.

Patton, it is reported, after a
severe reprimand by his superior
officer, General Eisenhower, apol-
ogized to the soldiers and officers
of his army, as well as to the hos-
pital commander, the nurse in the
case’ and the soldier who was
struck, but has retained his com-
mand.

A considerable stir has been
caused in Congress and the press
is now busy considering “all the
aspects of the case.”

Next week’s issue of LABOR
ACTION will review the whole
ncident.

to Vindicate Levy

Enclosed find five dollar contribu-
tion for emergency action in the Al
Levy case. Best of luck to you. Here
in the Aleutians it is gratifying to
know that you are, as they say in the
Army, “on the ball.”

(Signed) Private ...

The letter was passed by the Army
censor.

Another letter released from a sol-
dier at a Southern Army camp read:

Enclosed please find $1.00—please
use in the Levy case.

I too question our war aims toward
other peoples, when our own armed
services deny those aims to our own
people. Negroes are Americans—can’t

taking a position on the Smith Bill.

By its refusal to review the case,
the Supreme Court has said that the
defendants must serve out their sen-
tence, since the only recourse is a
presidential pardon.

We print alongside this article the

statement of Albert Goldman, attor-
.ney for the SWP and one of the de-
fendants in the case, on the action of
the Supreme Court.
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Hooray for British Democracy!

Sir Oswald Mosley, who wants to be a British
Hitler, has been released from prison.

Mahatma Gandhi, who wants independence
for India, is dying in prison,

Hooray for British Democracy!
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the prejudiced see that?

We need hundreds of radio men,
electricians and various other spe-
cialists, yet I have SEEN Negroes
denied application blanks.

However, there is one branch of
service where discrimination
does not exist and that is Officers
Candidate School. I spent seventeen
weeks there, observing how colored
men lived, slept, played and prayed
and studied with other men. No dis-
crimination existed. Yet the Army
says that the only reason why they
do not allow whites to live with
blacks is that it won’t work. The
Army’s own OCS disproves that.

STATEMENT BY GOLDMAN

The astounding refusal of the Su-
preme Court to review the decision
of the Circuit Court of Appeals,
which affirmed the conviction of the
eighteen Trotskyists, can be ex-
plained only on the premise that the
court (I do not know whether there
was a minority) was determined not
to interfere with the railroading of
the defendants to jail and at the same
time was anxious to evade a discus-
sion of the important legal questions
involved in the case.

Questions such as the constitution-
ality of the Smith Act, the applica-
bility of the “clear and present dan-
ger doctrine” to that act and other
novel questions raised in the petition
to the Supreme Court, would ordi-
narily assure the granting of a re-
view by the Supreme Court. But a
review would have meant discussing
these questions and the Court did not
deem it advisable to do that.

What role did the present official
deference "o Sfalin play in the

and have demanded wage mcteases

The CIO convention, in response
to the pressure of the rank and file,
formally went on record against the
Little Steel formula. Since the con-
vention, Murray’s own union, the’
United Steel Workers of America,
hag gone on record to demand a wage
increase. '

Long before that, however, the
railway workers were. pressing for - .
wage increases and the unjons in 3¢
that industry have been preparing to .
take a strike vote. y i

The miners’ union set the stagé-;
other unions are following suit. A§ .
the situation becomes more unbears
able for the workers, more and moré
unions will join the cry for hlgher
wages.

®
By GERTRUDE SHAW s
In the past week the WarYabor:
Board has already—for one involved
reason or another — chiseled thirty-
one cents a week off miners’ wages
as set by the Ickes-Lewis agreement.
Also in the past week a Senate sub-
committee favored the wage increase
of eight cents an hour for 1,100,000
railroad workers. This is, to be sure,
less than the rail unions demanded,
but nevertheless overrules Czar Vin-
son, who opposed this increase rec-
ommended by a special committee.
The action of the WLB against
miners’ wages—small though the cut
is —indicates the assurance already
felt by labor’s enemies because the
miners’ strike is béhind them. i
Contrariwise, the action of the Sen-
ate sub-committee in favor of an ifae
crease in rail wages registers fear
of a railroad strike on which a vote
is now being taken.

Pointing a Moral

The moral of these latest develpp»
ments on the wage front is obvious.
Not that the miners lack militaney.
Quite the contrary. They were the
first workers to break out of the
wage - refrigerator — and they-have:
left the door wide open for al] labor
to follow suit. The point is this; the
powers that be “relax” into their
regular anti-labor practices as soon
as labor lays down its “big stick.”

One may say this point was also
brought out by the flip-flop executed

(Continued on page 4)
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Court’s denial to grant a review? In
the recent decision involving the Sta-
linist, Schneiderman, the liberals on
the Supreme Court held that the dis-
tribution of the “Communist Mani-
festo” of Marx and Engels could nof
be interpreted to mean that the party
distributing it advocates the violent
overthrow of the government. Since
the same “Communist. Manifesto”
was one of the important documents
introduced in evidence by the gov-
ernment in thé case against the Trof--
skyists, # must be presumed that it
becomes dangerous only when Trof-
skyists distribute it. It is certain that
Stalin will applaud the action of the
Supreme Court.

By its curt’order “Petition Demed ”
the Supreme Court has dealt the rev-
olutionary and democratic movement
of this country a severe blow. It is
now clear that to depend upon that
court to guard really important dem-
ocratic rights is to lean on a broken

reed. The agitation for the repeal of - ;
the Smith Act must be redoubled, 1
\
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By David . Coolidge

“WLB Davis Pii}ls
- Another Fast One

The War Labor Board, under the
Tash of the little patent lawyer Wwil-
liam L. Davis, continues its sniping
at the United Mine Workers. In a
seven- -to-five decision, accordmg 10
the New York Times, the board
» “cuts mine pay in past thirty-one
-.cents a week.” (It is really thirty and
- a half cents.)) Still firing at the
UMWA from ambush, the WLB and
its malignant chairman, Davis,
: . strongarm a little “victory” in the
form of chiseling a few cents a week,
off the pay of the coal diggers.

We don’t pretend to understand
~what ‘the WLB is talking about in
.’its new decision announced in a let-
‘ter to Ickes. It had to do with the
thethod used for calculating over-
tgme pay. It is claimed by the board
thét Ickes’ method of calculating
overtime pay was not in conforinity
~with the *“requiremenis of the stabi-
lization program.” : X
! The board says that, in the Ickes
- :agreement, overtime was based on the
straight hourly rate of $1.00 but that
it should have been based on an
hourly rate of 97.14 cents. This two
cénts-plus, it seems, if allowed to
stand, would wreck the “stabilization
program.” In order to “hold the line”

‘against inflation, the WLB reduces

the pay of the miners thirty and a

Ralf cents a week. We can't say right

_now just how that half cent is geing

fo be wmked out. Perhaps the coal

companles will take the half cent one
" webk and the miners the next week.

I)avxs told- the reporters that the
mmers are “getting more money for
more work, and we've always said
""they could do this” Davis went on
Yo say that the miners “wanted $2.00
@xtra pay for nothing.” That is, ac-
cording to this juggler of patent
rights for big corporations, digging
coal is gelting paid for nothing! But

’ ftricking some little inventor out of
his patent right and delivering them
"to a big corporation, is doing some-
thing.

Furthermore, it is nothing new to

:say to workers that they can have\
‘more money if they pul in longer
‘hours. The bosses have always been
for that: earn more by working
longer. What we want under capi-
talism is more money and less work.
Under capitalism that is the only

. ‘wage slogan that makes sense. Oth-

erwise, all we get is more profit for

‘the bosses and a lower living stand-

ard for the workers.

The Ten-Hour Day
. At Bell Aircraft

The Bell Aircraft Corporation has
decided not to initiate two ten-hour
shifts in place of the present three-
shift system. The company says that
‘the plan “seems impracticable.” La-
bor has known this for over a hun-
dred years. That's why we began
the struggle against the sunrise-to-
sunset day in the early days of the
. nineteenth century.

That’s why we began the militant
struggles for the eight-hour d’ay in
the eighties of the last century. And
that is why we began thinking of the
six-hour day and the thirty-hour
week. Labor demanded successively:
twelve hours' pay for a ten-hour day.
ten hours' pay for an eight-hour day.
Now we have to think again about
eight hours’ pay for a six-hour day!
- We have to do this because em-
‘ployers all over the country are
‘scheming to get back to the sunrise-
to-sunset day. That is really what a
fen-hour day is right now. Or, more
precisely, in the winter, it is a dark-
© to-dark day.

We don’t know by what means the
Bell Corporation discovered the im-
practicability of the ten-hour shift,
but we are of the opinion that the
company had a hunch that labor is
smarier now than the workers were,
say, in 1815,

/ N
Attention,
UAW Members!

The Oclober issue of The New In-
térnational, monthly socialist maga-
zine, contains an article on the recent
convention of the UAW that you,
cannot afford to miss: a hard-hitting
inalysis of the issues and the groups
.at the convention by an experienced
labor journalist.

Wiiether you attendéd ilie conven-
tion or not, this article will %ive you
new ideas and make clear in your
mind the issues facing the union to-
 day.

Special: 10¢ per copy, postpaid
From

" THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
{4 West 14th St., New York 11, N. Y.
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE LABOR FRONT

The Case of the White Collar Workers

By WALTER WEISS

The New York Times, tenderest
friend of all workers with: hand and
brain, wept bitter tears last week
for the white collar workers.

Labor Expert Louis Stark wrote
two long front-page articles about
fifteen million heads of families un-
able to get a pay raise because the
War Labor Board does not hear. the
individual pleas of the unorgamzed
but only the requests of unions and
of employers.

Secretary of Labor Perkins replied
that there were only ten and a half
million real white collar workers in
all and that of these only four and a
half million were heads of families.
Of these, she said, many have re-
ceived increases through applications
of their employers, others by over-
time pay now allowed federal 'em-
ployees, etc.

We are not too interested in the
statistical disputle, although Stark and
the Times had a purpose behind their
exaggeratede claim: to show that
twelve million organized workers
have been living off the fat of the
land, while fifteen million unorgan-
ized suffer from rising prices and
taxes.

The fact remains that many white
collar workers are even worse off
than the organized industrial work-
ers. What would the simple answer
seem to be? Tor the white collar
workers: Organize! For the AFL and
CIO: Otrganize them!

Congressmen Get Interested

Congressmen and Administration
oﬂ‘icxals interviewed by Stark, would
not, of course, give this answer. For
the most part they professed baffle-
ment. The usually outspoken Senator
Clark of Missouri zaid that if he
knew what to do he would “shout il
from the housetops.”

Administration followers put in a
plug for subsidies to keep prices
down. Some arch - reaciionaries
switched quickly to their favorite
subject, thal truck drivers and con-
crete mixers are earning as much
as, or more ithan, generals.

Feeling that these answers would
not satisfy the sufferers, Arthur
Krock, top Times man in Washing-
ton and a reactionary from way back.
suggested that clerks and others
might form brganizations for dealing
with the War Labor Board only—
that is, unions, bul yet not unions.

The editors of the Times them-
selves first took their bi- weekly
crack at time and a half for over-
time and the reckless extravagance

of the Little Steél formula. Then
they ranted a bit against subsidies,
which would help not only the neg-
lected white collar workers but
would also further increase the un-
manageable fortunes of organized
steel and rubber workers, not to
mention Rockefeller and Morgan.

Finally, they came up with a so-
lution. Look at Canada! “For every
increase of one point in the cost of
living index, workers receiving $25
a week or less are allowed one per
cent increase in wages. Workers re-
ceiving between $25 a week and
$3,000 a year are allowed twenty-five
cents a week bonus for each one per
cent advance.”

That's the way to handle the situa-
tion, say the editors of the Times,
but hasten to add that it would be
necessary to have a courageous tax
program, that is, to take away allthe
increases allowed and some more,
too, by higher taxes on the poorest
sections of the population. There’s

no courage involved in soakmg the
rich; it, wouldn’'t hurt them. And the
Times doesn't act, where courage
can’'t be shown! '

Canadian Plan--Its Meaning

The whole story up to this point is
one of disgusting fraud—a story of
skinflints who want to set one group
of wWorkers against. another. The
Canadian proposal is the payoff. .

Suppose a worker to be earning ¥50
a week, not a huge sum in these
days. If the cost of living went up
by twenty-two points, as it has since
1941, even by the lying figures of the
governmeni, he would receive a
wage boost of $5.50 (twenty-five
cents for every point of increase) in-
stead of the $11 that would repre-
sent twenty-two per cent. Besides,
according to the Times, his taxes
would be hiked way up. The $20

workers would receive a full $5.00.

—and higher taxes, too.
By comparison with this AUTO-

Fascism by any other name re-
mains the moral enemy of the
working class. The Allied Mili-
tary Governmeni (AMG) in Italy
and Sicily, under the guise of
“liberators,” is swapping the old
labels for new ones. It changes
the fascist names but enforces the
fascist practices.

A decree passed by the AMG of
Sicily has restored the Camera
del Lavora (Trade Union Center)
in Palermo which had been re-
placed by the National Fascist
Syndicates under Mussolini. This
would, indeed, be a great step on
the path to workers’ liberation if
..if it was more than a switch
in labels.

Just examine this decree! The
director and staff of the Trade
Union Center are APPOINTED
only with the approval of the
head of the AMG. This director,
who is resporisible only to AMG,
has complete power to settle labor
digputes and pass whatever rules
and regulations he finds necessary
for his administration. Trade un-
ion democracy and freedom are
pretty meaningless now, even as
they were under Mussolini's cam-
ouflage corporatives.

The intolerable working condi-
tions of the Sicilian worker and

AMG Organizes ‘Unions’ in Sicily

peasant are not wiped out by this
decree of the “liberators” — they
are continued in full force. Arti-
cle 4 reads: “Present contracts
covering hours, wages ang condi-
tions of employment shall remain
in force.” The contracts negoti-
ated by fascist employers and rep-
resentatives of fake fascist unions
are legalized, enforced by AMG.

Labor's strongest weapon — the
strike — is denied the Sicilian
worker. “Strikes and lockouts. ..
are strictly forbidden and will be
punished.”

Al public meetings remain
banned by order of the AMG!

Fascist officials are maintained
in responsible offices!

“Sjcilia Libertad,” published in
Palermo, after severely criticizing
AMG’s decree on the trade union
cenlers, says:

“The situation demands the res-
toration of democratic rights,
freedom of speech, press and as-
sembly and.above all the removal
of all fascists from positions of re-
sponsibility.”

But the Sicilian’s lot remains as
before—a miserably impoverished
one. His country is plastered over
with the labels of liberty, but he
knows better—he drinks of the
old wine.
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MATIC WAGE - CUTTING SCHEME
the Little Steel formula .appears gen-
erous. Remember, too, that at pres-
ert a twenty-two .per cent increase
in pay is for OVERTIME HOURS,
thirty-three per cent. at time and a
half rates. Not so under the Times's
scheme. No more than a flat twenty-
five cents for a gne-point rise in the
cost of living.

Even the white collar workers
couldn’t want this.bill of goods when,
by joining a union, they would get
al least whal the Little Steél formula
has to offer.

Our generous congressmen, admin-
istrators and newspaper editors fur-
ther expose themselves' by their atti-
tude toward white collar raises which
they could easily bring about. For
example, did the Times recently hail
with delight the attempt of New
York City police and firemen to get
a $450 yearly bonus (n the election
referendum? For that matter, did the
“ultra-liberal” newspaper, PM? You
know the answer.

Does Congress raise the base rates
of government employees or imerely
gllow them to earn more by over-
time work, in the hope of thus keep-
ing them from running ofl to private
industry? You know th}s answer, 100.

Office Workers and Unions

Can the white collar workers be
brought into unions? Don’t they hale
the thought? We seem to recall that
when the unions were at their most
lawless — in the sit-down days of
blessed memory —the white collar
Tads and lassies simply flocked to
join up. From coast to coast old lady
clerks and young ten-cent-store girls
and mild male shoe clerks began to
sit down too or to stand up for their
rights in some other way.

Let the unions show a bit of that
old militancy, and the clerks will
come flocking in too fast to handle.
Even now they can, with a little ef-
fort, be organized. The phonies, such
as the Times, reveal the shyster na-
ture of their schemes with every
word they utter. Unionism has some-
thing straightforward to offer.

The unions should act at once. The
capitalist frauds may get smarter as
time goes on. Already in the Times
of November 21 there is an adver-
tisement, signed Box P196, Times, for
“successful and altruistic business
and professional men” to créate an
organization, not a union, of white
collar workers on a national scale.
Those with “labgr or political” con-
nections are warned to keep away.

This is a sign of the times.

WMC Does Dirty Job for Seattle Bosses

SEATTLE—In an effort to stem the
avalanche of appeals of unfair wage
evaluations, the Boeing Aircraft
Company has announced that it will
make a new evaluation again in
three months. The company knows
that an evaluation made three
months from now, even if if means a
wage raise, will not be retroactive to
March 4. For 20,000 to 30,000 work-
ers, that means a real savipg for the
company.

The Federal Housing Authority, .on
almost the same date that the Boeing
workers were given a ‘“raise,” an-
nounced a $2.00 a month raise in
rent. The raise was made under the
guise of increased light costs. The
Labor Consumers League inveéstigat-
ing committee maintains that it was
done as a concéssion to Seattle real
estate interests, who will now clamor
for a similar raise in rents.

A dog fancier in this city cuis off
his dog’s tail a little at a time so it
won't hurt so much. That is exactly
the process employed by the WMC.
It is determined that labor will not
come out of this war with free labor
unions. The labor unions can be an
instrument for the workers to get
better living conditions and job se-
curity. High wages established by
free trade unions will cut in on the
unlimited profits of industry. So the
WMC, in cahoots with the corpora-
tions, is using the so-called labor
shortage as an excuse to hogtie the
trade unions.

Two recent announcements indi-
cate that the WMC is preparing new
labor draft decrees. It is ready to
cut another piece ofl the dog’s tail.

The War Labor Board has estab-

“ lished a plan for pay equalization for

fifty-six shipyards on the West Coast.
It very frankly states shat “the new
rates will enable yards to inter-
change employees from one job to
another to speed production and ef-
fect economies.”

It is claimed that the new rates
bting an over-all inerease of three-
fours of a cent per hour. The rate
changes make a lie out of that state-
ment. Some classes of workers a
year from now will be making as
much as thirty-two cents an hour
less than they earning under the old
rates. So the WLB can very well say
ithat it effected economies.

The second announcement, which
indicates that a new labor draft de-
cree is about to be made -is that Boe-
ing's again needs 3,000 to 9,000 wark-
ers and the Bremerton Navy Yard
needs 3,000 workers.

Will the labor leaders again give

in and allow these new déciées?

Only counter-proposals by Iabor can
Labor must make sonie

prevent it,

demands of its own. Labor musi ex- -

pose the WMC plans for what they
are—an attempt to enslave labor and
destroy the trade unions. In a pre-
vious issue of LABOR ACTION (No-
vember 8) we set forth a program
that would solve the labor shortage
problem. We summarize it here:

1. Solve the housing, transportation
and food problem so that absentec-

Bell Aircraft Bac

BUFFALO — More than 1,500 Bell
Aircraft workers jammed the Memo-
rial Auditorium in this city last Sun-
day, in a great protest rally called by
Local 501, UAW -CIO, against the
anti-labor tactics of the Bell Corpora-
tion. The great turnout came despite
the obvious attempts of the company
to sabotage the meeting by agreeing
only twenty-four hours before the
meetingynot to push the issue of the
ten-hour day.

"The five protested points listed by
the union in one of its leaflets were:
1. The company’s phony ten-hour
day plan. 2. The wholesale discharge
of union stewards. 3. The continued
breach of contract by the company.
4. The proposed layoff of several
thousand workers. 5. Bell’s individ-
ual quarter of a million dollars bond-
ing scheme.

The meeting was a fitting protest
to months of stalling on the part of

Workers Party

The New York Local of the Work-
ers Party began the winter schedule
of its socialist school with two
highly successful classes. The classes,
which began on November 19, are in
the Fundamentals of Marxist, taught
by Albert Gates, editor of LABOR
ACTION, and the History and Prin-
ciples of the Workers Party, whose
instructor is. Max Shachtmar, nation-
al secretary of the party.

" Almost fifty stidents attend both
classes, which have had two sessions.

In the first two sessions on the
Fundamentals of Marxism, Gates dis-
cussed the basic principles laid down
by Karl Marx and traced the devel-
opment of the Marxian philosophy.
He also dealt with the analysis of the
social development of mankind as
described by Engels, Morgan and
Bogdanov. .

The next sessions will take up
Marxian economics, the class strug-
gle, the role of the party and the
struggle for socialism.

ism will be reduced.

2. Eliminate welding fumes, put
heat in. the ships and factory huild-
ings to fortify the health of the
workers.

3. Stop the maiming and killing of
workers by unsafe working condi-
tions.

4. Break down the top-heavy su-
pervisory and administrative stafls

the company over contract negotia-
tions, to the adamant refusal of the
company’s labor relations» departi-
ment to setile grievances, to repeated
threats of the company to institute
the ten-hour day and to a score of
other outrages which the company
has perpetrated in the past half year.

Several of the speakers at the
meeting emphasized that the victory
over the company’s proposal to in-
stitute the ten-hour shift was tem-
porary and would be quickly lost if
the union did not continue a militant
fight against it. .

In one of the best received speech-
es, George Buell, vice-presidént of
Local 501, linked Bell's fight with
that being conducted by the miners
and by Brewster Local 365. Buell
went on to say that if Bell dared to
institute the ten-hour day, the work-
ers, on the day the ten-hour system
was scheduled {o go into effect,

School Opens

The class in the History and Prin-
ciples of the Workers Party, led by
Shachtman, discussed the collapse of
the Second International in the First
Worid War and the rise of the Third
(Communist) International, An anal-
ysis of the degeneration of the revo-
lution and the Russian Communist
Party and the rise of Stalinism was
given in the second session. Shacht-
man showed how Stalin’s theory of
“socialism in one count¥y” Ted to a
series of defeats of the workers in
Germany, China, Great Britain, Spain
and Austria. The next session of the
class will deal with the dispute in
the Fourth Internationalist movement
and the split in the Socialist Work-
ers Party, which led to the formation
of the Workers Party.

It is not too late to register for
these classes 'and attend the remain-
ing four sessions. The school is held
at the Labor Temple,.242 East 14th

Street, on Friday evenings at '730

o’clock.
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Down

and put these bosses to work.

+ 5. Eliminate cost-plus to wipe out
the tremendous waste of men and
materials. At the same time, restore
the right to strike so that the cor-
porations will not continue their
profits at the expense of the workers.

6. Open the training schools and
skilled jobs through the unions to
Negroes.

should “work eight hours, punch out
and go home. Then come back the
following day, work eight hours,
punch ouf and go home. At the end
of three days, if the ten-hour day is
still ‘effecl, the union should petition
the international for a sirike vofe.”
This suggestion was enthusiastically
applauded by the union members.

Sub - regional Director Hilger also
pointed out that the company backed
down on the ten-hour day only be-
cause it feared ‘“serious trouble” in
the shop.

Among the other long-standing
grievances discussed was the layoft
of several thousand workers at Bell
which is occurring at the same ilime
that the company is conducting a
prqpaganda drive for “increased pro-’
duction.”

A Company Bonding Scheme

Another bone of contention was
the bonding scheme of the company
whereby the dock workers and per-
haps anyone handling “government
property” (which can be stretched
to include even sweepers who use
DPC brooms). must be bonded to the
tune of $25,000 apiece.

An international representative,
Jay Watkins, pointed out that an offi-
cial of Bell was also on the board of
directors of the insurance company
involved in this boriding scheme and
stood to make a small fortune through
this rackeét. Two union men have
already beéen dlscharg‘ed for refusmg
to become a party to this swindle.

Among the shortcomings of the
meeting was the failure to take up
the long-standing grievance of the
Negro workers for upgrading on pro-
duction. This problem of discrimina-
tion has been a particularly glaring

‘one at the Niagara Falls division of

Bell, and the union has not always
been as vigilant in this respect as it
could and should be.

On the whole, this meeting of Lo-
cal 501 was an outstanding success
and demonstrated the real milifancy
of the Bell worker onee the issures
are ¢lear to him.

Algiers.
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'ORLD EVENTS

By Europacus!

"Behind de Gnulle s Ouster of Giraud R

To the accompaniment of the wvol-
leys against the Lebanese démon-
strating for the independence of their
country, the first French Consulta-
tive Assembly appointed by ‘Général
Charles de Gaulle has convened at

General Giraud and his folloWErs
have been ousted from all responsi-
ble posts in the Algiers goverhment,
While passing over the Lebanon oc-
currences with some vague and em-
barrassed remarks, our ‘liberals”
will doubtless hail the two latter
events as great victories for democ-
racy. In fact, the ouster of Giraud
meang nothing of the gort. It sim-
ply indicates that the old fashioned
type of reactionary regime, as§ rep-
resented by Giraud, has been re-
placed by a less open. more modern
and streamlined form of reaction.

De Gaulle, unlike Giraud, is not a
somewhat slow - thinking military
man, with only extremely vague ho-
tions about the strange business of
politics, but an extremely shrewd
politician. He has been able td use
the fact that General Giraud has béen
openly backed by English and Amer-
ican imperialism to create an under-
cover sentiment against him. e
skillfully posed as a representative of
the outraged French “national feel-
ing” as against the foreign hirelings.

In fact of course, he is as much
bound 1o follow the orders of the two
great imperialist nations installed in
North Africa as is Giraud, but his
occasional outbursts against too di-
rect interference have rmade him
popular in the ranks of the North
African French, outraged over the
attitude of conguerors assumed by
the English and Americans.

Moscow Parley Rankles Him

De Gaulle's recent protests against
the exclusion of France from the

Moseow parleys have doubtless ag*am
helped to enhance his prestige net
only among thie ‘French boi 5]
but- 'even among large -masses:” The
“Grande Nation” will only pId¥ a
very minor role«m the' fumre deterr

mination of Europe’s futute, and” it
is not yet quite adjusted o this role '

of junior partner.

De Gaulle was especially digap-
pointed over the Moscow parleys,
since the temporary united front be-

tween England and America ofi the !

one hand and Russia on the other’
has deprived him of the fruits of his
underhanded intrigues with Moscow.

The clever de Gaullist polity of
carrying on flirtations with Stalin in
order to gain at least some measure
of independence from England and
America is voided once these three
great powers arrive al some com-
promise with each other. The atti-
tude of the French Communist (Pgrty
is very revealing in this respect.

Until the Moscow conference, its rep-

resentatives always stressed their al-
legiance {o de Gaulle and backed
him on every possible occasion. But'
now, after de Gaulle has vmced his

. criticism of the Moscow agreement

the Stalinist party paper of Alglers
assailed .both de Gaulle’s criticism of
the Moscow agreement and the plan
of de Gaulle's followers to have the
Assembly of Algiers support the
Committee in , demands for- rfepre-
sentation on the European Advisory
Board, which was decided on in Mos-_
' cow. .

Here ag-ain the Stalinists show
clearly their role as agents of Rus-
sia’s foreign policy.
when, even in a relatively minor
matter, the demands of this -policy
are contrary to their other interests,
they automatically choose the for~
mer.

What the Assembly Looks Like

The Consultative Assenibly which
has been appointed in Algiers is sup-
posed 1o represent all tendencies of
the French underground. It is jm-
possible to ascertain just how far
these assertions correspond to reality,
but it is revealing that a very great
part of its members are old-time pol-
iticians of the Third Republic and in
no way representative of new trends
which may have emerged. in French
politics since Nazi occupatxou,

The list of members known so far'

reads like an extraet of the record of
one of the meetings of the French
Parliament around 1938. Representa-
tion of the Communists is fairly large,
as is the representation of the pro-
de Gaulle “socialists.” But, as here-
tofore, de Gaulle’s clique of army
officers and young semi-fascist intel-
lectuals still domnate.

The Stalinists are now mtugumg in

order to get some posts in de Gaulld’s
government. They are eager, gbave
all, to get the post of Information
Commissioner (i.e., Minister 4f Prop-
aganda), but their recent differences
with de Gaulle on the question of
the Moscow conference has sg &;am‘
prevented their entering the Alglérs
government officially. Nevétthefess,
it is to be expected that ﬁxey wil
get some posts'in Algiers sooh.

The future of the de G ul
‘ernnient’ will depend %o a
degieé on the outcome of the ‘@éals
between the great powers whith are
how on the agenda. While Frenih
imperialism is still powerful ‘enovigh
to suppress the Arabs in Syria, Lieb-
anon and North Africa, it fs, Tevér-
theless, ro longer able to play ah ih-
dependent role. “La Grande Nationi”
has become a pawn i the under-
hand dealmgs of the Big Three.. -
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Companies Work Thls Gag Everywhere

Dear Editor:

I work at Western Pipe & Steel in
San Pedro, Calif.,, and this company
has just pulled a sturit lousy ‘enough
to make an angel sore. We have a
half hour for lunch and are forced
to stand on the canteen line fifteen
or twenty minutes, because théere are
only a few canteens for thotisands of
us. There aren't even any slot ma-
chines around so you have to swell
the line just for a pack of cifarettes
or a bar of candy.

So, of ¢ourse, lots of guys woild
get in line before the whistle blew
in order not to be on the tail- ertd of
a line a mile long.

Then the company starts- yelplng
about the lines forming bhefore the
whistle blows, and shuts doiwn the
canteens entirely as punishufént?

Well, it just goes to show—if any-
body thinks the company -has. the
interests of the worker at heart, he’s

just a dope. <

J. MecO.

WAGE FREEZING
INCENTIVE PAY
WAR PROFITS .
JIM CROW

LABOR ACTION
114 West 14th Street
New York 11, N. Y.
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’

" De Gdlﬁlle :
The Allies,

‘and the Press

—— By Sam Adams

The Allied policy toward colonigl and sub-
ject peoples—not the words they utter about
freedom, but their real, practical policies-—is
covered with hypocrisy. This is clearly revealed
by the recent events in Lebanon.

The story is a simple one (see the article in
this issue fully analyzing the history of the Brit-
ish-French struggle over that country). The
Lebanese Parliament declared its independence.
With amazing swiftness, the French Committee
of “"National Liberation’’ (note the title), urider
the leadership of General Charles de Gaulle, de-
clared martial law, arrested the Lebanese offi-
cials and proceeded to rule the country with the
gun and the saber.

WHY THE ATTACK ON DE GAULLE

" With equal swiftness, the British denounced
the actions of the French, demanding the imme-
diate release of the native president and his offi-
¢ials. The United States joined the British in
.denouncing the action of de Gaulle. Back of the
British action was the fear of the whole Arab
world, most of which is under the domination
of British imperialism.

“ The French were quick to rescind their ac-
tions. De Gaulle charged that his delegate-gen-
eral in Lebanon, M. Helleu, acted on his own
when he instituted a reign of terror in the coun-
try. (

But even more fundamental than the reaction
that might have taken place in the Arab coun-
tries (and there were plenty of indications that
they were furious about the whole event), is the
British détermination to dominate all the coun-
tries which surround their oil possessions in the

Middle East. They got American support, be-

cduse’ American 6il companies also have large
possessions in that area. They want the French
out of the Middle East. ,

WORLD-TELEGRAM GETS INDIGNANT
- But listen to the New York World-Telegram,
which speaks more or less in the same way as the
fest of the capitalist press. On November 23 it
wrdte :
““The British and American governments

#hould agree to no face-saving-device whereby

Géneral de Gaulle perpetuates his dictatorship
of Lebanon by releasing native officials for
some sort of puppet role.... It would leave
smoldering the Arab revolt that threatens Syrian
and Lebanese bases essential to the Allied war
effort, as well as the Iraq oil supply and the en-
tire Near East. The best proof of the depth of
native feeling against the French dictatorship is

“thdt the usually hostile races dand religions have

united in their fight for freedom.”
The editorial goes oh to say:

. “To weaken Vichy-Berlin' control of Lebanon,
dé Gaulle’s commanding general in the sumMer
of 1941 pledged Lebunese independence. ...
But os soon as de Gaulle got control he tried to
prevent independénce; which he finally pro-
claimed only under severe.British, American and
notive pressure. . . . Unless he is willing to five
D to his independence pledges to the Lebanese
.and t6 his obligation to co-operate fairly with
Britain and the United States, he shbuld no
‘longer expect Anglo American support.”

mcxwroksmra-AND DICTATORSHIP
BUt the choice of words in the World-Tele-
gréim editorial is indeed mterestmg It speaks of
the French ‘‘dictatorship” and “independence
for Lebanon. But this hypocritical newspdper,
reflecting the hypocritical policy of the Allies,
is sifent dbout other colonial countries.
There is no mention -of “independence’” ¥or
India, nor is there a call for an end to the British
“dictatorship”’ in india. - India is the most im-
portant example, but India is not alone. There
is. the whole British Empire, on which '‘the sun
mever sets.” There iis the Dutch Empire, which
rébbed and exploited the East Indies for a hiun-
dred years or more, until the Japanese army took
it over and continaed this robbery and exploita-

" tion fin behalf of its own capitalist class.

There is the French Empire, the Belgian Em-
pire and also there is our own Puerto Rico. Of
théir independence, the World-Telegram says
ot a word. Of the dictdtorships over these lands
the World-Telegram, in its smug and pious de-
‘ﬁum’c‘r‘et‘mn of de Gadulle, is equally silent.

.. It goes without saying that we are for the in-
dependence of all colonial countries and subject
peoples. We haven't the slightest brief for de
Gadlle or his gang. But neither are we much in-
terested in editorials of the World-Telegram, or
the ‘hypocritical policy of the British Foreign
Office; The ldfter might have some right tb
§béqk if it took itself out of India and .relin-

ulshed its-death-like grip on that country.
T out money, they ore &l in the same eanip

: "‘ lmperluﬁsl' ‘brigands, exploiting fhe co‘loma‘k

p}o’lh o

Imperialism ai Work

C1 [ ] i .;-; B
rifish-
By STANLEY GREY
The political crisis in Lebarion
continues. At the time of writing,
General Catroux is trying in vain to
negotiate a settlement with a newly
formed Lebanese government that is

now secluded in one of the Druse
mountains. The Lebanese refuse to

negotiate until the French free the-

regularly elected Parliament which
was arrested on November 10.

On the preceding day, the Leban-
ese Chamber of Depuiies had voied
an end to the mandate and pro-
claimed its indepenéenee With a
swifthess and ruthlessness that il
becomes “Joan of Arc” de Gaulle’s
Committee of National Liberation,
the leaders of the Lebanese Parlia-
ment were arrested, the press cen-
sored and martial law enforced.

In the last week a number of sig-
nificant statements were made. The
leaders of Egypt and Arabia ex-
pressed their solidarity with the Leb-
anese fight for independence. The
English warned the French that any
decision must seriously try to satisfy
the Lebanese desire and right to be
independent. General Catroux as
much as told the English that they
should let the French take care of
French interests. And General de
Gaulle is trying desperately to patch
up the trouble without losing any
more “face” or French interests than
he must.

Three Elentents in the Fight

“This series of events reveal clearly
the ‘three major elements it the Near
Eastern crisis. They are the fight for
the right of self-determination on the

fpart of the Arabian world; French

imperialism striving desperately to
maintain its weakening grlp over
Syria, and the conflict between
French and British interests in the
Near East. These did not arise gver-
night but have been the very sub-
stance of the history of the Near
East for the past twenty-five years.

To understand the IL.ebanese crisis
it is necessary first to know this his-
tory well, for the events in Lebanon
are nothing more than a climax of
Anglo-French rivalry. )

French domination over Syria was
conceived in the secret treaties of
1916 and finally born in the violence
of 1920 that was to characterize later
French rule. .The Syrians wanted
their independence after the last
war when they had been freed of
Turkish domination.

Despite their vigorous expression
of this desire to an Allied commission
which went to Syria in 1919 ‘to in-
vesti?ate the sentiment thgre, the
French insisted on their share of the
spoilf. Thus they received Syria as
a Class_A mandate, that is, they were
to establish a constitution “in agree-
ment with the native authorities”
and “enact measures to facilitate the
progressive development of Syria
and Lebanon as independent states.”

The very first French att carried
out in the tradition of imperialism
was to send 90,000 soldiers under

'trk'

Fren

Géneral Gouraud to Syria to depose
King Feisal, who had set himself up
as the ruler over a “united Syria.”
The next stroke was the familiar one
of “divide and rule.” Syria was split
into five separate states. Old Leh-
anon, which had been predominantly
Christian, was enlarged by the addi-
tion of Moslem sections and became
Greater Lebanon with its own ad-
ministration and flag. |

The Christians in Greater Lebanon
were given preferred treatment in
the economy and government. This
action served to aggravate the reli-
gious antagonism in the country. It
is not the least significant aspect of
the recent events that Christians and
Moslems of Lebanon are completely
united in their determination to drive
out the French.

But the deep-rooted desire of the
Symms for mdependence would not
be forestalled, A rebellion broke out
in the Jebal Druze in 1925 and quick-
ly spread to the major cities through-
out Syria. It took {wo years of the
most ruthless and barbaric suppres-
sion by French troops to quell the
uprising. Whole villaged were burned
to the ground. Towns were pillaged.
Ingenious barbarities, such as tying
a number of Arabs fogether, cover-
ing them with petroleum and con-
verting them into living torches,
were practiced. The names of ihese
Arabs are on record for all to see.

Out of a population of 50,000, six
thousand were ywiped out in Jebal
Druze. But the mass murder did not
stop. The city of Damascus was bom-
barded and 1,500 killed in a few days.
In the Ghouta region, which em-
braces the city, tens of thousands of
fruit trees, the sole property of small
peasant proprietors, were razed to
the ground,

Yet the destruction in Damascus
and the Jebal Druze had only in-
creased the ' determination of the
Arabs to gain their independence.
That fight continues today in a dif-
ferent form.

What Are French fnterests?

It requires no great insight to un-
derstand the desire and right of the
Arabs to rule themselves in their
own land. But what explains the
tenacity with which the French
maintain their grip over Syria and
the Lebanon? What are these
“French interests” that General Ca-
troux is so worried about?

Lebanon and Syria are no “India”
for the French capitalists, but the
profits they yield are no trifle either.
Syria is primarily an agricultural
state, whereas Lebanon sis mainly a
corfimercial and industrial country
with the greatest percentage of. ur-
ban population. Some of the most
important perts on the Mediterra-
nean: Beyrouth, Tripoli, Lattakia and
Alexandretta are in the French man-
date. The ports of Alexandretta and
Beyrouth were leased to French com-
panies in 1890 and 1898, respectively,
for a perind of ninety-nine years.
The companies have a monopely on

loading, unloadi‘ng and storage trans-
actions at thése ports. Nine-tenths of
the receipts go to the company, one-
tenth to the government. This yields
a neat return to the French owners.

Added to this, the French adminis-
ter the customs houses of Lebanon
and Syria, the importance of which
can be seen by the fact that over
half of the national income of Leb-
anon is derived from that source.
The direct and indire¢t control over
the major ports of Syria and Leba-
non net the French interests a very
profitable return. Internal railroad
commerce as well is dominated to a
large extent by French companies for
they control or own most of the rail-
roads in the country.

The French completely dominate
the financial economy of the two
countries. The Banque de Syrie et

- de Liban is the major banking house

in Syria, with almost complete con-
trol over all major tframsactions. It
is a French corporatien, with its cen-
ter in Paris. The majority of its di-
rectors are French and most of its
shares are held by Frenthmen. The
bank drains a great deal of the capi-
tal of Syria by invegting it, not .in
native industry, where it is so sorely
needed, but in French government
securities and bonds. In 1931, for
example, 149,606,904.8 francs were in-
vested in French securities, whereas
in the sime period only 65,865,672
franes were loaned to the native
business ren and states.

In addition to the Bangue de Syrie
et de Liban, there are five other ma-
jor banks in Syria which control
commercial and mortgage {ransac-
tiohs. Four of these are French-
owned, the other being Italian. Most
of these are connected with the few
great landholders who control most
of the cultivable land.

In 1926, the Permanent{ Mandaies
Commiission reported that one of the
causes of the Bruze uprising was the
“excessive demands in the form of
forced labor” effected by the French.
The poor Syrian peasant today gives
half his produce to his landlord and
his lot, as a result of his tenant’s
status, is more miserable and uncer-
tain than that of the American share-
cropper. The landlords and banks
grow fat on the sweat of the masses
of illiterate peasants.

_The French capitalists have their
greedy fingers imbedded in the in-
dustrial pie as well. Syria’s industry
is small but is growing constantly.
The major industries arve silk spin-
ning, tanning, tobacco, woolens and
cotton. ;The French also enjoy a large
share of the tobacco monopoly and
reap profits from native industry
through its financial network.
France is the largest single ex-
porter to Syria of manufactured
goods, supplying her with one-fifth
of her imports. After Palestine,
France is the largest receiver of Sy-
rian exports, which consist primarily
of raw agricultural products. France
exports more to Syria than it im-

ch Rivalry in Le"’jdnon

ports from her and the difference is
paid in gold.

The British-French Conflict

General- Catroux knows whereof
he speaks when he tells the British
to lay off. French interests mean
something very concrete for him and
the French bourgeoisie.

But where does Britain enter the
picture? Is Britain of India fame
now converted to the proposition that
colonial peoples have the right to
their .andependence? Hundreds of
thousands of Indian dead and dying
give the lie to this appearance of
righteousness.

The story of Franco - British con-
fitet must be written in oil. In 1920,
the British supported Feisal in his
attempt to unite an independént Sy-
ria. When Feisal was expelled, he
was made the ruler of the British
mandate of Mesopotamia.

In 1922, in the’ Greco-Turkish war
the French backed the Turks and
the British gave their support to the
Greeks. The point of dispute between
the French and British was the boun~
dary line between Syria and Nerth-
east Iraq. The Brifish, not content
with almost all of the rich Mosul oil
fields when the division of the spoils
teok place after the war, wanted the
oil which' was in the dispuled area.
The French, who were no slonches at
the game, were after the same thing.
But they still had much to learn
from the British experts at the im-
perialist trickery. The English were
awarded the disputed area in 1923,
Thus ended the first round of the
Franco-British rivalry.

A new problem now arose for the
oil-soaked British capitalists. It was
very expensive, both in time and
money, to transport the oil by boat
from far away Iraq to the Mediter-
ranean ports, from where it streamed
to all parts of the globe. The logical
answer would be a pipeline going
from Mosul to Haifa. A branch line
would be necessary which would
have to tut through Syrian soil. A
“free and independent” Syria would
be ideal for British purposes. They
would have no trouble getting what
they want then.

But FRENCH Syria, with its domi-
nation of the major Mediterranean
ports? That IS different and makes
all “freedom-loving peeoples"~in the
forefront being the British capital-
ists—cry “shame!’ at the violation of
a rejuvenated Atlantic Charter. In
the dictionary of the British capital-
ists, Syrian independence means
greater profits from Mosul.

Thus the tangled net of the Leban-
ese, situation can be unraveled into
the three major factors analyzed
above. Their interaction for the last
twenty years has created a series of
crises which has built up the ten-
sion to its present breaking point.

The resolute action of the Lebanese
people is only the first act of the de-
termined Arabian masses to throw
off the yoke of foreign rule.

Lynn Jim Crow Case Up for Appeal

By HENRY LORING

In the summer of 1942, Local Dra{t
Board 261 of Jamaica, L. I, received
a letter from Winfred Lynn, a Negro

" resident of Jamaica, who had just

been notified by the board that he
had been classified 1-A. This letter
told the draft board in plain words
that Winfred Lynn would not serve
in a Jim Crow army. This was the
beginning of the “Lynn Case,” the
only importdnt legal action so far
takén by a Negro against the policy
of racial discrimination in the U. S.
Arnmy.

Lynn was notified to report for in-
duction on September 18, 1942. He
refused to report and was indicted
by a federal grand jury on charges of
draft evasion. He appeared before a
federal judge, pleaded not guilty,
and was held for bail.

The next day, his brother, a law-
yer, asked for a writ of “habeas ¢or-
pus, on the ground that Winfred
Lyhn had been inducted on a “quota”
basis, so many whites and o many
Negiroes, whetreas the Draft Act pro-
vides that there shall be “no dlscmm-
ination against any person on’ ac-
count of race or color” in the sélec-
tion and {raining of men under the
Act. The writ was granted, Lynn was
temporarily freed, and a hearing was
set for December 4, 1942,

At this "hearmg, Arthur Garfield
Hays, well known civil liberties at-
torney, represerited Lynn efore Féd-
eral Judge Mortimer Byers, who, dls-
missed the writ, refusing éven %o
héar any arguments. A setondl hexr-
ing was held January, 4, 1932, but
with the same result: the writ was
dismissed, thus turning Wirifred
Lynn over to the Army. (Priot to
this second hearing, Lynn had been
persuaded, for legal reaSons, to per-
mit himself to be inducted. This did
not alteér the issues in the case mor
did it interfere with the posbexlity
of further legal action.)

The judge at the second hearing
admitted that the testithony of ‘Cglo-
niel ‘McDermott, draft diréétor of Néw
York City, Had shown thét separite
Negto and white quitas were, iy fact,
used, specifically; By Liynii's owh To-
cal ‘draft board. But, the judge ar-
gued, it was not established fhat
Lynn had been called sooner than he

’ : 5

should have been, and he therefore
had no case!

Winfred Lynn, however, was de-
termined to fight the case to the end,
to carry it up to the Supreme Court
if that could be done. He took the
next step: he appealed the case to
the U, S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

After some delay, the appeal has
finally been filed with the Circuit
Court. The American Civil Liberties
Union is handling the appeal, through
Arthur Garfield Hays, and has an-
nounced its intention to carry the
case to the United States Supreme.
Court,  if necessary. It is expected
that the case will go to the Supreme
Court; an early decision by the Cir-
cuit Court is hoped for, which will
probably be unfavorable to Lynn,
and the case can then go direct to

the Supreme Court.

The March on Washington Move-
ment, Negro organization, has active-
ly supported the case from the very
beginhing and took the initiative in
forming a non-partisan citizens’ com-
mittee for Winfred Lynn, in New
York, last spring. The National As-
sociation for the Advancement of
Colored People is officially on record
as supporting the case, though it has
so far failed to take any concrete
action on behalf of Lynn. The Work-
ers Defense League is also behind the
case.

The Citizens’ Committee for Win-
fred Lynn, backed by a long list of

_prominent sponsors, including well

known trade unionists, has recently
constituted itself on a national basis,
and has developed a program for
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giving the Lynn case nation - wide
publicity and assisting Lynn’s attor-
neys and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union in various ways. An office
has been opened at 1 West 125th St.,
New York. Nancy G. Maedonald, the
committee’s treasurer, is asking for
contributions from interested indi-
viduals and organizations, to help
finance the case.

Literature on the case is available,
and organizations are urged to use it
to make the facts on the case known
to their members.

The issues in the Lynn case are of
very great importance to American
Negroes and to labor in general;
striking at the first expression of
Jim Crow in the armed forces—sep-
arate guotas for.black and white in
the draft—Lynn’s legal detion raises
the whole monstrous question of
segregation and racial diserimina-
tion in the military machine. The
military authorities realize this and
have followed the progress of the
case closely.

Winfred ﬂynn has taken a first
step in the fight against Jim Crow
in the armed forces. His fight is that
of every unionist, every progressive,
advocate of civil
rights for the Negro. The develop-
ment of the case in the Circpit Court
and in the Supreme COU.lt deserves
to be followed with care.' Above all,
make the facts known about what
Winfred Lynn is trying to do!
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Allied victories, plus the increasing milital
strength of the ‘“democratic’’ powers, which
apparently doomed Germany, have givéh +
all sorts of plans for that country in tﬁ‘é“ﬁ%&?
war period. Although no decisions were report
ed, there is no doubt that the recent Moscow con=
ference spent many hours discussing this prob-
lem and trying to resolve a united policy, ﬁ i
is at all possible.

There is the proposal of the Enghshmon Vd
sittart, who wants to chop up Germany int
number of small states. Other proposals call fo
re-educating the German youth and chuldren‘
trained instructors from the Allied cquntri
still others for sterilizing large sections &f
‘male population,
FEAR OF "DISORDERS"

What really worries the leaders of the Alliet
powers is how to “‘reorganize’’ Germany ond'ﬁ?
vent “disorder.”” By disorder, of course,"they
mean the actions of millions of workers and pooi
peasants, who would rise up and chonge th
whole bloody system of imperialist capltaiism
that country. They are the real sufferets: fio
fascism—not German big business, which’ has s
many friends in the big business world of the
Allied countries. , &7 _

Raymond Moley, in a recent issue of News:
week has looked around and discovered. the
forces in Germany who could reconstruét the
country. What did the Honorable Mr. M01
find? Only what he was looking for.

Moley writes in the logical style of q profes
After Germany's inevitable military defeat, who
will be left to rule the country? asks Mqley_
There is no King and no Badoglio. We don't
know whether Moley is saddened by this f@c'
He discovers ““forces’ just as bdd, but they are
obviously to the liking of the associate -€ditor &f
Newsweek. '

Moley lists six groups which are in a positio
to come out openly after Germany’s defeat. Th
are: the Catholic Church, the Protestant Church:
the German farm bloc, the ‘’Economic Council &
the Reich’’ (organized in 1919), the anti- Hlﬂer
army leaders and, finally, Iumped into one”
group, the’political and union organizations -of
the working class.

MOLEY’S SIX GROUPINGS

Excluding the political and union organiza
tidns of the workers, all the other five group
ings which are counted upon to reorganize Ger-
man society are precisely those forces which dld
little or nothmg to prevent Hitler's v1cto-
Where the Catholics did not support Hitler in )
power, they were pretty:silent about his move
ment. Their fight against Hitler began only
when Hitler decided to exercise control over the
church and to take over the “‘education’ of
German youth, = ol

The same is true of the Protestant church. lts
fight with Hitler began several years after e
took power. :

In the beginning both churches were rather
silent over the persecution of the Jews, the de-
struction of the labor movement and persécu.
tion of the workers. [t was only when the inte.
ests of the church were threatened that théir
fight against Hitler began. Their fight with Hit-
ler, however, is not a fight against fascism, bu‘t
rather a struggle for church rights.

Moley’s next group, the farm bloc, is a notofi-
ously reactionary and backward element in Ge:-
man society. They, too, were supporters of Hmt-.-:
lerism, in the hope that Hitler seriously irieant
his propoguﬁda about dividing the Iondlords blg
estates and giving land to the peasants. :

The “Economic Council of the Reich' is an
organization of German industrialists scountéd
among Hitler’s best friends and really one .of the
forces that helped him into power. It was @
source, of financial support to the Brown Shlrt‘s.
The army, too, even the so-called “anti-Hitlar”
elements, went along with the fascists ‘because
they too wanted war and a German Empire.
HERE IS THE REAL FORCE _

The one element which couldlreorganiie Ger:
man society on g solid foundation, that is, on a
socialist basis—the German working class and.
the poor and exploited peasants—these are ‘a
minor element in the thinking and planning @F“l
the “democratic’’ capitalists in whose mteres ;
Moley speaks.

This element, the overwhelming majority of
the German population, is the one fhat the POW
ers fear. They want a reorganized Germon'
based on groups of the old ruling class betduse
they fear the workers. And they fear the work
ers’because they are afraid that the workers
rise to overthrow the capitalists in Germi:my
‘tablish o workers’ government and reorgamze ;
the country to build socialism. _

The Allies are not alone in their fear of this i
kind.of prospect. Stalin, too, fears a sociglist .
Germany. VI :




§ ldbor and liberal movements.
of this campaign, Levy was released one
j -rdo‘nﬂ'\ before serving out his sentence and

LABOR ACTION

., army camp for his flght

ngmnst Jim Crow and discrimination in the

'cfmed forces, has gained -its first reward.

Levy was sentenced to four months in
he guardhouse, had his pay cut and lost
s stripes. The splendid campaign of the
"WDL brought the case out into.the open
_and rallied the nation-wide support of the
As a result

ragsferred tq another camp,

~ But the WDL says that the fight is not
"'O_Verf It wants complete vindication of
Léyy. That is, it wants Levy's rank restored
~and his pay made up. We are wholeheart-
_edly in.agreement with the WDL.

l-evy did a courageous thing fighting in_
_yﬁhalf of Negroes in the armed forces and
demundmg their complete equality. And
the Workers Defense League waged a gal-
lant fight in his behalf. The organization
“deserves the support of all workers.

A“Oth.e" Reason
i __:F'or a Labor Party

" LABOR ACTION is pleased to note that
many of the best labor papers are coming
to the defense of the Brewster Local of the
UAW ClO and of its militant president,
Tom De Lorenzo These labor popers don't
" like the attempts of the House Subcommit-
ée on Naval Affairs, which recently had a
set-to with De Lorenzo and, having been
bested in the encounter, ended by demand-
mg his removal from office as a condmon
- for the continuation of the Navy Deport-

rfgents contracts with the Brewster com-

In its editorial column, ""Labor” asks the
. cmmittee: "'Is it possible you are more in-
terested in discrediting De Lorénzo than
yOu are in providing planes for our fighting
%ﬁOrces?” Then “Labor” asks what might

‘gating committee members.

be the results if De Lorenzo had a statff of
investigators to look into the early lives of
the.. members of this House committee.
“Mow many of you would escape un-
scathed?’”’ o7ks "Labor.”’

LABOR ACTION is not so much inter-
ested in the early lives of the House investi-
We would,

however, like to know more about ‘their

present lives. We would like to know some- -

thing about the source of, and the reason
for, their vicious anti-labor opinions. .

We would like to know whose interests

they are defending when they attempt to -

smear labor and what they get out of it.
Of course, we know that the usual run of
congressman can be likened to ‘the dog
looking into the horn of the phonograph
and heeding “’his master’s voice.”’

We know that Congress listens ‘to the
voice of its capitalist masters, but it would

' be interesting and enlightening for labor
. to get in on the real dirt of its practical and

sordid details.

A real Labor Party could dig up some of
these past times of congressmen. It could
begin to discover the connections of its en-
emies in the government with big business
and find out that it is a case of two peas in
one pod.

A workers’ government® would take the
lid off and let out all the sténch in connec-
tion with these numerous congressional in-
vestigations, anti-labor bills, renegotiation
of contracts, hold - the - line decrees, no-
strike pledges and all other evils under
which the working class suffers. Until such
a time there will be no end to the attacks
on labor and its most militant leaders.
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Playing with Lives —

Politics and Food in Europe

By DAN BERGER
The characteristic contempt of the
British Empire for human lives is
not confined to hungry India. While
the Allied propaganda continually
promises the joys of a capitalist
heaven in return for hazardous un-
derground warfare by the peoples of
the occupied countries, Churchill’s
government prohibits the shipment
of desperately-needed food supphes

to the starvihg “friends and allies.”
Ridiculing the notion publicized by
the ‘English' that famine prevails
among the victims of the imperialist
war in Europe, Dingle Foote, secre-
tary of the British Ministry of Eco-
nomic Warfare, flatly rejected on No-
vember 10, proposals that relief be
psgiven to undernourished women and
children of occupied countries.
Previously the American Quaker
relief organization repeatedly had at-
tempted to deliver food and medical
supplies for the destitute of France,
only to’encounter everywhere the in-
terference of the great humanitarian,
Churchill.

Testimony of a Quaker

In testimony given before a Senate
Foreign Relations Subcommittee, Dr.
H. E. Kershner, of the Quakers, re-
lated the story of his largely unsuc-
cessful relief mission to Europe from
1939 to 1942.

The plight of the subjugated peo-
ples is such, he stated, that it is like-
ly that the German people, them-
selves none too well fed, may alone
of all the European peoples, emerge
healthy and strong enough to enter
upon a period of reconstruction., The

Dutch Fig

By EUROPACUS

After the occupation of Holland,
the Nazis tried in vain to get the
collaboration of the more than 700,000
organized workers of the Low Lands.
As a reply, nearly 700,000 left the
unions in 1941 when these were
taken over by Nazi stooges. The
Nazi commissioner of labor, Wouden-
berg, promised a raise of seyenty per
cent in the unemployment insurance
if the workers would return, but this
proved of no avail. The Nazis since
then have resorted to ever more bru-
tal methods. They conscript labor
~and send the workers to Germany.
But the more brutal the Nazi meth-
ods, the more accentuated become
the opposition of Dutch labor; the
stronger the opposition, ‘tle theavier
the reprisals—such is th&é deadly
circle of resistance. During’ the first
two weeks of August, fortyitwo peo-
ple were executed, according to the
Netherlands Information Bureau, for
having defied the orders ofthe Nazi
labor authorities. But tliese 'methods

T

children of Europe subsist today on
searcely a third of normal food re-
quirements., Women, espécialfy-pregw
nant women and mothers, are
“starved 'wrecks.”

Although the supplies were at
many times available and the deliv-
ery assured, the British managed to
block th_eishipment of foods and vita-
min concentrates, sometimes with
the cooperation of America. Funds
set aside.in American depositories for
purchases by the relief mission in the
neutral countries, were frozen here
at the urgent request of the English.
Eventually” the precious goods des-
tined for southern France passed in-
stead into the hands of the Germans.

The purported aim of the British
blockade was to prevent just this oc-
currence. Despite assurances, how-
ever, that the materials handled by
the Quakers could in no way affect
the military situation, because of the
methods of distribution, the blockade
has remained in effect.

Food—a Political Weapon

This is war—as conducted by the
forces that havey always prospered
only at the cost of human suffering.
The workers are accustomed to scan-
ty rations in the days of peace—and
unemployment. Churchill and Roose-
velt have cheerfully promised Para-
dise to the European workers in ex-
change for their freely-given lives.
But no more than ‘Paradise.” Life
on earth must remain as bitter and
cheated as ever.

The bosses, in England, the United
States, Russia and elsewhere, are

‘ never more than verbally concerned

t Nazi La

did not stop the fighting spirit of
the workers.

Workers in organized groups raid-
ed the German administrative offices
and destroyed district labor bureaus
at Den Helder, Zaadam and Hengele,
and burned or removed records from
the offices of the labor bureaus at
Sleen, Zweelo, Oosterhesselen, Zuid-
wolde, Nealdwijk, Hoogeven and
Westerbork, thus rendering virtually
impossible the carrying out of the la-
bor draft.

But even if the Gestapo finally suc-
ceeds in shipping the foreign slaves
to Germany, trouble for the Nazis is
not over; on the contrary, it only
really begins. The millions of for-
eign workers are a constant element
of danger to their slaveholders, and
the Gestapo constantly has to keep
an.eye 6n all these dissatisfled for-
eigners. According to a special de-
cree, every worker who commits an
act of material or “moral” sabotage
can be condemned to prison or to

over the fate of men and women
Markets, labor supplies, raw mate-:
main considera-
tlons of warfare. At the close of the
war, the men, women and children
who fight and starve today will be-
come the concern of the victors—as
the material of labor supply. They
will perhaps then be fed—or starved
—as the situation requires,

Hoover administered relief after,
the First World War in just that
manner. Where the workers seemed
inclined fo grasp at the freedom they
had fought for, where they sought to
end all war and want by socialism,
they were met with a deprivation of
food supplies.

They Want More Than Words

For, it is plain to see, the contest
today as in 1914-18, is for the free-
dom to enslave. Only on the part of
workers, especially the Europeans, is
it a war for the freedom of the indi-
vidual, economically and spiritually.
And it is a war apart from the im-
perialist war that they fight today in
the dark places of Europe.

Perhaps it is that the authors of
the Four Freedoms and its various
amendments understand that it is not
for them, though sometimes with
them, that the European underground
works and fights. Perhaps they see
in it, in its fight for national libera-
tion and truly democratic govern-
ment, an enemy greater than the ri-
val imperialist powers. The European
worker, they may know, will not
cheerfully trade the German bond-
age for any other kind, no matter
how sweet the name!

or Draft

death. Anything may be considered
moral sabotage, such as a workers’
statement that he has been forced to
come to Germany, or a complaint
about the food, the lodging or the
kind of work. “Apparently,” com-
ments the editor of News From Bel-
gium, “the only remarks permitted
are about the weather.”

The burning hatred against those

who are now collaborating with the ™

Nazis is well illustrated by a leaflet
which was distributed in the neigh-
borhood of Louvain (Belgium): ‘“Pa-
triols, chcose your Rexist now, be-
cause there won’t be enough for
everybody.” These were also the
sentiments of the masses of Southern

" Italy prior to Allied occupation. Now,

of course, the Italian Quislings do
not need to hide any more. They are
the valued collaborators of the Allies
and anybody trying to raise his hand
against them would be tried as “dis-
turbing order and spreading an-
archy” by the summary courts.

FREE SPEECH

The Posf fo ice
Goes "Ringhtequs\” '

Althotigh the Postoffice Department expenenced
no “difficulties” in finding ways anfl means to_han
The Militant from the mails and co-operated fully
in the federal suit against that paper, it opposes
very strongly a current bill to ban racially dfs-
criminatory literature and pictures from the. nails.

Vincent M. Miles, solicitor of the Postoffice De-
partment, testified very piously at a congressional
subcommittee hearing on the current bill that any
law barring from the mails “defamatory and false
statements” against racial or religious groups
would violate the principle of free speech, would
be unconstitutional, would increase instead of de-
crease racial prejudice and would present serious
administrative difficulties. ' Mr. Miles, who pre-
viously had no such scruplés in the case against
the labor newspaper mentioned, stated that there
was no need for such legislation.

ON WHOM THE HAT FITS

Opposition to the bill also was expressed by
Postmaster-General Walker. He claims that there
are too many difficulties in the way of administer-
ing such a ban. He states that enforcement of this
ban “would impose upon the department the un-
desirable task of deciding controversies between
those seeking to discuss FREELY racial and.re-’
ligious issues and those who might consider cer-
tain of such discussions in violation of this law.”

Incidentally, the Postoffice Department did not
find it inconsistent with its policy of not deciding
in controversial issues, to instigate a pornography
case against the magazine Esquire, because it' does
not want Esquire’s lovely undressed ladies to con-
tinue their wanton way through the United States
mails.

The legislation to ban anti-racial literature: and
pictures from the mails has the backing of the
two main labor organizations, the CIO and the
AFL, as 'well as various liberal, religious and Ne- ’
gro organizations. Over 15,000 letters have been
received in support of the measure, according to
Representative Samuel A. Weiss, of Pennsylvania,
chairman of the congressional subcommittee which
is conducting the hearings. .

WITNESSES FOR THE BILL

One of the witnesses at the hearing who is in
favor of the bill's passage, Richard Frankgnsteen
of the CIO, quoted a passage from Adolph Hltlers
“Mein Kampf” as a warning of what the Arnerican
public should beware of: “Anti-Semitic propagan-
da in all countries is an almost indispensable me-
dium for the extension of our pohtlcal campalgn.
wrote Hitler.

Other witnesses stated that the circulation of
anti-racial material threatened us here in America
“more than bombs and weapons.” Various Jewish
organizations testified that a tremendous amount
of anti-Semitic materials is bemg sent through the
mails and a representative from the AFL reported
that “ecampaign of vilification against racial and
religious groups\ have been used by reactxonary
elements to victimize union members for many
years.

This very “righteous” stand taken by the Post-
office Department, which suddenly decides that it
must protect the “constitutional” rights of those
people wishing to send anti-racial propaganda
through the mails, reveals the hypoecrisy of an-
other governmental institution. “Freedom of
speech for whom?” we ask. :

o

On the Detroit Elections

(Continued from page 1)

i the space of a week.

On, November 5 he wrote to Vice-
Presxdent Wallace, plainly declaring
that labor is bearing alone the brunt
of the hold-the-line edict. Was it
mierely a coincidence that this “pro-
~-labor" view was stated at the same
- ‘time that the CIQ convention came

" ‘olt against the Little Steel formula

| . rollback in prices.

ahd President Murray talked big
-+ about demanding more pay for the
hundreds of thousands of steel work-
‘erg?

The Little Steel formula was look-

1 mg pretty sick. Did Davis see that,

; But less than a week later Chair-
‘man Davis protested and denied and.
casserted that his statement was

“““widely misunderstood and misap-

plied.” He wanted everyone to know

| that as far as he is concerned the
. Little Steel freeze is still in full force
. and effect.

 What happened between Mr. Davis’
first and second declarations? Well,
the wage demands for steel workers
hq.ve nof, yet materialized. Things

: ~seemed to quiet down—and so did

Mr. Davis. It begins fo look as if
Iabor- leaders are again engaged in
the fruitless game of playing along
' with President Roosevelt, this time
pinning highest hopes on FDR’s al-
-together inadequaté subsidy plan for
But it looks
pretty hopeless. The subsidy plan is
1 going down the river as big business
is winning its fight for higher prices.
- Militant action em wages must be
taken. ﬁ

i ; iLGwu Against Wage Freeze

. Another large union came out

'against the Little Steel freezer last

week, namely, the International La-

L dies Garment Workers Union, with a

membership of 500,000. President Du-
‘binsky said he would demand a wage
increase in excess of the Little Steel
limit because, as stated in a resolu-
. tion passed by the executive board,
“The only real effect of the Litile
,-.Stecl formula to date has been the
- practical freezing of wages. Stabili-
. gation of living costs is largely wish-
- ful thinking, while the true inflation-

= ary ferces, the indusirial combines
- :which control living necessities, ‘are

having a field day.” -

‘These are true words. They not
only%cotrectly characterize the Little

by’ Chairman Davis of the WLB with- »

Steel outrage and the so-called sta-
bilization  program, but place the
guilt for the present price crisis
where it belongs, namely, on the cap-
italist class and its political servants.
Wage demands are the only solution
along these lines.

The CIO News reports that the
United Electrical, Radio & Machine
Workers Union “this week called for
wage adjustments to meet the rising
living costs....”

The Textile Workers Union has is-
sued a demand for a wage increase
.0of “not. less than ten cents an hour
for all textile workers.”

Arnother move on the wage front
was the letter of Willian Green, AFL
president, to Chairman Davis of the
WLB, in which Green expressed re-
sentment at the implications of mem-
bers of the board that more drastic
anti-labor legislation should be
passed. “Statemgnts such as these
made by the NWLB make it increas-
ingly difficult for labor to partici-
pate in the work of the NWLB as
now constituted,” Green stated.

The “Forgotten People”

While labor leaders hesitate to take
action, the New York Times has
started a campaign to pit the unor-
ganized workers against the organ-
ized. Its correspondent on labor mat-
ters, Louis Stark, wrote several ar-
ticles on the “forgotten people.”
There are, as he pointed out, 15,000,-
000 clerical, white collar, professional
and other unorganized workers who
have not received even the fifteen
per cent wage increase grudgingly
allowed by the Little Steel formula.
They haven’'t been able to get this
because, as unorganized individuals,
they have not been able to protect
their interests.

This fact gives the mentally spry
editors of thé Times an opportunity
to brush aside the thousands of
claims of ORGANIZED labor lying
buried in the graveyard of the WLB,
and nonchalantly declare that the

“WLB. has adopted a procedure ,

which is bound to faver organized la-
bor ‘against: thié “unorganized groups.”

From this falsé statement the Times
proceeds to draw the fantastic con-
clusion- that even the fifteen per cent
wage increase pérmitted by the Lit-
tle Stéel formula is much too lavish.
The clever. idea of this capitalist

newspaper is that practically no al-
lowance should be made to workers
to meet the rise in living costs—ex-
cept to-those workers earning $25 a
week or less.

Of course, labor leaders and union
papers have profested against the
anti - labor propaganda that Mr.
Stark’s articles gave the capitalists
and their spokesmen a chance fo
make. But here too words of protest
are not enough. Action is required
to get these “forgotten people” the
wage increases long overdue. The
necessary action is an all-out drive to
organize the unorganized so that all
labor will have the protection of
unjted action.

If organized labor hesitates longer

at this crucxal point, the anti-labor
forces will simply be given further
chance to strengthen their lines.

Funeral rites must be given the
Little Steel formula by coming out
at once with definite wage derhands
in every industry.

Labor’s right to strike for its de-
mands must be reasserted by taking
back the no-strike pledge and wiping
the Smith-Connally bill off the books.

No wedge must be allowed 1o ex-
ist between organized and unorgan-
ized labor. A militant unionization
drive on the basis of specific demands
for the unorganized workers must be
undertaken at once.

No other course can protect the
workers in this critical situation.
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What were the real issues in the
Detroit campaign?

Here, where the CIO has its most
powerful stronghold, the home of
the UAW with its more than a mil-
lion members, was the opportunity
to strike against the nation-wide as-
sault against labor, its rights and its
standard of living. The union mem-
bership was fully aware of this fact.
That is why FitzGerald won a re-
markable victory in the primaries.

FitzGerald dissipated his support
because he could not, would not, and
did_not face any of the real ques-
tions. That is because he s NOT a
labor candidate, but a capitalist can-
didate endorsed by labor. W. Kelsey,
writing in the Detroit News, hinted
at the real nature of FitzGerald’s
campaign:

“...As a lawyer, Mr. FitzGerald
knew that any promise he might
make, either to labor or to the Ne-
groes, must be conditional.... He had
to avoid those issues in which, as the
primary had demonstrated, lay his
strength.”

That is the stupidity of the Detroit
elections. , Labor supported a man
who had to avoid all issues affecting
labor!

For a Labor Party

There was only one possible force
which could have driven Jeffries, the
Klan and the daily press into re-
ireat., That was a fighting, indepen-
dent Labor Party with its own inde-
‘ pendent candidates, with no ties to
either of the two old capitalistic par-
ties.

A fighting Labor Party could have
pointed out dramatically and effec-
tively how the big monopolies are
profiteering during wartime. It
could have denounced the infamous
Little Steel formula, which, together
with the skyrocketing prices uncon-
trolled by'the present Adminijstration,
mean terrific wage cuts for labor. It
could have demanded a shifting of
the costs of the war from the back
of the wotkingman who earns his
money by his own labor and onto
the shoulders of the rich monopo-
lists, the “Sixty Families” who rule
this country and who receive their

money through OUR labor.

Issues like these, raised so loudly
that no one could avoid them, would
have revealed to all exactly where
Jeffries and his backers stood. That
they were the tools of the big capi-
talists and open enemies of the peo-
ple would have been made clear.

Even assuming that in this case
the candidate backed by the Labor
Party had been defeated, as was
FitzGerald, the tremendous vote that
it polled would be a victory in itself,
for it would warn all sections of
Congress and the national adminis-
tration that labor had ceased to rely
on the discredited “friends of labor”
and intended to go into battle for it-
self. That alone would win many
concessions, even from the most re-

actionary sections of Congress, which .

fear the rise of a fighting Labor Par-
ty a thousand times more than they
do the victory of “friends of labor.”

A fighting Labor Party could have
exposed the true character of the
anti-Negro campaign run by Jeffries.
It could have made clear that this
was an attempt to throw a smoke-
screen over the genuine campaign is-
sues outlined above, and to hide the
fact that Jeffries was the banner-
bearer for the monopolists.

Jim Crow would stand exposed as
a weapon of the capitalists for splite
ting the labor movement and divert-
ing it from its real goals.

And as a complete reply to the
race hatred of the capitalist candi-
date a fighting Labor Party would
declare and explain the absolute ne-
cessity of complete social, political
and economic equality for Negroes
in the fight against lapor’s enemies.

Why No Laber Party in Michigan?

The leadership of the CIO is
against the formation of an indepen-
dent Labor Party. The last conven-
tion of the Michigan State CIO a
few months ago decided to explore
the possibilities for the formation of
an independent Labor Party. Noth-
ing has been heard of it since. In-
stead we have seen the organization

of the Labor Political Action Com-
mittee, whose aim is to continue to
support capitalist “friends” and to
stymie any attempt to form a real
Labor Party.

At the last CIO convention, Philip
Murray declared against a Labor’
Party and for a continuance of ‘the
old policy on the ground of preserv-
ing unity with all progresswes *
FitzGerald is one of these.

What have peen the fruits of this
old policy?

In Detroit in the previous mayor-
alty campaign in 1941, the CIO sup-
ported Jeffries as a friend of’ihbor
This progresswe" friend tums out
‘to be a reactlonary enemy.

Thé€ leaders of the CIO in an at-
tempt to discourage the formation of
a Labor Party, will doubtless argle
that the recent election returhs ‘prove
that the labor vote is weak ahd tHat
we must cling ever more clogély” 1o
the apron strings of our “fr1ends "

Break with Discredifed Friends

This idea is one hundred per 'cent
false and equally suicidal. It is not
LABOR that is weak but the so-
called frlends of labor who are wea’k
in disrepute and discredited.

The New York Times reports that
the elections demonstrate “a reac-
tion against the Admimstratlop s
handling of home affairs” and a “dis-
illusionment among Negroes as to the
purpose or ability of the New Deal
Administration te guarantee them
the place which they seek in ‘the’ na-
tion’s economic life and partlcularly
the war effort. ”

Walter Reuther spilled the beans
in his resolution at the last VAW
convention. “It will be 1mpos51ble to
mobilize the same degree of contin:
ued enthusiasm and support for: ‘the
candidacy of Franklin D. RooSeVelb
and for his election for.a fourth- ‘term
if the present Democratic Party pol-
icy of appeasement of the foes of
progress continues.”

Put in plain, everyday language
this means: the people are gettmg
sick and tired of this rule by the’so-
called friends of labor, ‘'who Teally
knife labor. Not even support by ;he :
unions guarantees their v1ctory.

Only one course of action can bar
the way of the reactlonaries Away
with support to the socalled friends
of labor! Form an indepefident, ﬁg‘h“tv
ing Labor.Party which breaks all'tiés
to the Democratic Patty, the Rep
lican Party and the Roosevelt’ Ad-
mmlstratlon! g
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