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ONE CENT

Labor Faces Cut in lemg Sfandar - -

a

ere Is NO 15% Limit

On Increase In Profits!

s m‘«' EV’ERETT WESTON

‘While "on every hand the govern-
rmant tontinues its attack on the liv-
ing" standards of the workers” the
proﬁ‘ts ‘of the bosses rise still higher.
"Plie “iAcrease in workers’ pay has
. béen held to a MAXIMUM of 15 per
cent. “But the increase in already
swollen profits is 5, 10, 100, in one
case in the accompanying table 140
. timés this MAXIMUM for the work-

7 ers,
The figures in this table are all
taken from recent reports in the New
York Times. Most of the figures
given are for 1942 versus 1941, but
there are -such irregularities as the
companies report. In all cases the
profits shown are AFTER all taxes.
“The list in this table does not con-
\sist, of course, of all companies 1e-
cently reporting profits. It is.worth
while citing a few others, those whose
1942 profits -were APPARENTLY notl
very much larger. or even smaller,
thon the 1941 profits. Even some of

these, when we examine their re-
pun,b “earnings” more closely, show
larz2 increases.

For example, the Shell Union Oil
Corp, reporied a profit of $16,800,-
000 for 1942, as against”$17,334,000

" in 1241, A drop of mere than half
a ‘million, you will say. But, to

. quote the Times: “R. G. A. van der
Woude, president, said a new basis
had been used in the compilation
of -the estimate.,.. On the basis of
past reports, he said, earnings last
vear would have been $18,600.000.”
This means an increase of $1,266,-
000, or 7.3 per cent.

But that still isn't wvery ~much,
Ri"hI you are, and we'll have to look

_fllllh&l The next item we see is “a
spt c:al reserve againgt 'fenual re-
valualioh of properties,” amounting

10 '§4,400.000. This raises the 1942 pro-
fit’ of $16,800.000 to $21.200,000, an -in-
¢rease over the 1941 profit of 22.3
peicent. Orif we use the revised fig-
ure given by the president of the

colmpany we get an increase over
194] profits of 32.1 per cent.
Another examples: Warner &

Swasey Co., machine tool manufac-
turers, report a profit for 1942 of

—

e

Facts and Fancies!

Company

Erie Railroad Co.
| Outboard Marine & Mifg. Co.

Croft Brewing Co. . . .
Curtis Mfg. Co. of Si, Louis____

First Boston Corp. ...
United Elastic Corp. ...
Purity Bakeries Cmp LI
Virginia Iron, Coal & (..ake Co
General Finance Corp. ...

General Bakmg Co. ;

New York & Richmond Gas Cu

fCanadian dollars.

These Are The _i-'igures:

Austin, Nichols & Co., Inc, ______

Continental Motors Cnrp_. S i

Hiram Walker-Gooderham & Worts

Recent Same Period Per Cent

Period Year Before Increase
_$14,339,524 $7.853,731 82.6
248,568 86,679 186.8
518,242 - 23453  2110.1
5,472,884 3.231,724 69.4
38,782 338,425+ o
484,398 191,792 152.6
2,594,5207 1,887,048+ 315
491,256 253,000 94.6
564,511 368,959 521
1,714,538 1,429,319 20.0
55,865 16,321 242.3
989,786 726,022 363
2,287,434 1,176.025 945
145,536 113,989 27.1

*The second figure is a loss, so a comparison caunot be .compufed.

“Earnings” for

only 51,960,848, compared with $3,-
939,859 in 1941 —fully {wice as
much, BUT—approximately $1,547.-
000 of the excess profits tax is sub-
ject to post-war refund, and $3.-
500,000 was salted away for “con-
tingencies.” These two figures add-
ed make a total profit for 1942 of
$7,007,848 — which is almoest twice
1941. (This excludes a possible re-
serve set aside in 1941; none is re-
ported.)

One mote example: the Atlas Pow-
der Co. reported a profit of $1,855,669
for 1942, compared-—to $1,904,601 in

1941, A drop in profits of $50,0007
Not at all.. In 1941 the contingency
reserve was $350,000, while in 1942
it was $500,000—$150,000 more. So
that the actual pmﬁt in 1942 was $2,-
UOJSSQ—mme than $100,000 more
than. in 1841.

A final example: the United Elas-
tic .Corp. is given in the accompa-
nying table as “earning” 52.7 per
cent more in 1942 than in 1941.
You might think this was a big

enough increase, particularly when
you remember that 1941 profits
were anything but slim for meost
companies. BUT—in 1942 $350,000
was stowed away for a rainy day,
while in 1941 it was only $200,000.
If we add the $150,000 difference,
then the actual profit in 1942 was
93.7 per ceni higher than that eof .
1941,

In general, the figures in this or
any similar table are not high
enough. And this or any similar ta-

ble, if it is based on reported profits- .. ...

alone, does not include all the com-
panies it should. Various devices are
used to reduce, in reports and in tax
forms, income too large for comfort.
Setting up contingency reserves is
only one of these; a very important
one is advertising. All the charges
for those beautiful full-page ads you
see, telling you how patriotic your
boss is, are deducted from his taxes.
But it would'take a CPA . going over
each set of books to calculate these
various rackets,
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Need for an Independent Labor Party ls Again Proved

le GERTRU DE SHAW

.Last week there was inlroduced in
Congress the Austin-Wadsworth bill
t6 . draft all men and women in the
country. This legislative gem, pro-
duced by Senator Austin of Vermont
~ and ' Representative Wadsworth of
New - York, would require all men
~ between the ages of eighteen and
sixfy-five and all women betiveen
thelages of eighteén and fifty, to be
conscripted .by the government to
afny job assigned them in war indus-
~ try; agriculture or'any other’ dccu-
patien deemed essential.

~This bill would take away, at one

fell 'swoop, a substantial part of

the freedom that labor possesses.

lt' fs annther attempt—using the

.smoke screen of war conditions—

-Jo put a nopse around labor's

flticl; "

The Ku Klux Klan is riding again.
The. présent victim is organizéd labor
in the South. Not the first time, to
be sure, but this time they are be-
ginding a new campaign with real
energy. In recent weeks, advertise-
ments.-have appeared in the daily
press in Florida and Tennessee call-

for 9,000 Klansmen to report for
spetial tasks. The total membership
in these two states equals 18,000.

. Leaders' of the AFL and CIO
claim that the 'KKK has been the
leader ‘in intimidating workers
aga.inst organltauonsl drives in the
- South, and, bears the responsibili-
ty for the anti-labor legislation in-
_ troduced ints tate legislatures by
,msll-tax repmentaﬂves

Whlle the right of the worker to
dispose of his own labor power is
hardly the aeme of human freedom.
still it does distinguish the “free”
worker under capitalism from the
feudal serf and the chattel slave.

Furthermore, this labor-conscrip-
tion hill would be a powerful weap-
on in the hands of the bosses against
militant unionists, As we all know,
bosses have their ways of exerting
political pressure on all kinds of
boards. _ The labor - drafting boards
which this bill would establish could
simply—at the bosses’ instigation—
draft for other work the niost active
and faithful unionists—thus dispers-
ing their strength and breaking up a
union stronghold — while replacing
them with cadres of “safer” workers
also drafted.

Since the bill was intreduced in
Congress it has become even clear-

5 K lan Moblhzed
Against Labor

]

tire country. In a United States Rub-
ber Co. plant in Detroit, Negro ‘men
were dissatisfied because they were
not awarded the promotions which
they deserved. They were also in-
censed by the refusal of the com-
pany to hire Negro women. Plans
were made to picket the plant but
were temporarily' postponed because
a representaiive of the United Rub-
bver Workers, CIO, promised to in-
tervene.

"The union official stated thal the
company was probably reacting to
the renewed and, incréased pres-
sure ni’ tlw KKK. “

But- the verythreat of action dulled

the ¢hMAPANY'S isensitivity to ' KKK

pressure gnd . several promotions

. were announced, aecompanied by, the ~
~hiring

of a few Neero women.

when the New York Herald Trib-

er that the real aim of its sponsors
is to weaken the unions, disergan-
ize the workers and place them at
the tender mercies of_ their ex-
ploiters. '

The New York Herald Tribune,
that journalistic pillar of Ameriean
capitalism, came out with. an edi-
torial letting the cat out of the bag
in the following paragraph:

“The bill;- as drawn up, does not
deal too honestly with the situa-
tion created by. the closed shop is-
sue. It says to its prospective. draf-
tees that they are free fo join a
labor union if they desire. It does
not say in' so many words that
they shall not be forced to join a
union. Little imagination is re-
quired to suggest the weakness of
this omission. Suppose, for exam-
ple, that a free American is told
that, for his country’s sake, he
must mine coal and that in becom-
ing a coal miner, he must pay dues
to Mr. John L. Lewis, whose union
has a closed-shop check-off con-
tract with all the coal operators.
It is one thing to tell him he has
to work for Uncle Sam, quite an-
other to insist that he work for
Lewis also.”

These are not mincing words.

'Here is revealed the ardent hope of

the boss class to reestablish the open
shop as a step back to the boss para-
dise of the sweat shop. Note that the
American worker reduced to indus-
trial serfdom is still to be “A FREE
AMERICAN.” But most important
in the above is that John L. Lewis is
singled out as the embodiment of all
that is horrible. For Lewis~has—so
far as least—been the most reluc-
tant of all the labor leaders to aban-
don entirely the interests of the
workers on the altar of war profits.
His announced intention to fight for
a $2.00-a-day wage incresse for the
miners at. the ekpiration of theit
present cont_rad: has not sweetened
the dispésition of the bestes' toward
i . )
The worker must not forget thai

G the, s_pol_wm_pw,_ of the. Stalin gov-

une uses the words “work l’nr Lew-
’ that means—in. workers’ lan-
guage—BELONG ‘TO A TUNION.
I'.{‘he payment of union dues is not
“working for Lewis” A wunion
must have finances, as every work-
er knows. If is up to the rank and
file fo see that dues are fair and
that the union he belongs to serves
his interests — AND FOR THIS IT
MUST BE A MILITANT UNION.
- What the class for. which the New
York Herald Tribune speaks wants
is to bust the unions and make the
workers helpless against the bosses’
onﬁlsughts.

The authors of the Austm-Wad&
worth bill got the point' made by. this
capitalist - sheet' and are -more than
willing to strengthen the anti-union
import of the bill. In fact, they have

submitted an amendment to the hill
—to supply Ithe “omission” pointed

e

Though the war.is far from ' won,
the Allied powers and their weaker
henchmen in the various .govern-
ments-in-exile are already jockeying
for post-war position. Most of this
struggie is waged in closed . council
rooms and in the corridors of Allied
dlplpmacy.. However, enough of. it
seeps -through from time to time as
the contenders lose patience with one
.mother, or feel compelled to make
publie, if unofficial, declaration of
their wants. , '

So, for example, the press re-
cently, carried 2, report which at-
tributed to B.nsaa the intention of
aeonrlnx us its share of the booty,
the, Baltic states, Bessarabia, the
ﬂve northern provinces: of  China,

. Manchuris, parts of Poland and

.various ports in Europe. 'Pravda,

‘Congress Bill to Draft Labor Really Hits at Unions

out b} the Herald Tribune—as fuI-
lows: a

“Provided further, that every
person assigned to serve under this
act, including every accepied vol-
unteer, shall have the right to join
any. union or organization of em-
ployees, bul no such person shall be
obliged to join any such wmnion or
organization if he or she should
not’ freely choose so to de.”

What a golden opportunity this
clause would afford the bosses to ne-
gate closed shop agreements and
“maintenance :of membership provi-
sions” in contracts! ' How they could
shift, transfer, finagle, and presto ‘a
plant would have a new- roster of
employees not in ‘the union and not
“obligated  fo join.” ‘What a weapon
against the union! What a giant
stride back to the open shop!

It .is important to record here that
the above proposed amendment tio

The Criss-Cross Pattern of Dlplomahc Conl'es;

Stalin Drops “’Hint’’ on War Alms

. ernment,- immediately hastened fo

deny the story—but, in denying the
.story, gave it subsiantial verifica-

tion,

Said the Pravda edltorlal “Do
there not exist curious people who
are ready to preseni to the Sovief
Union parts of the latter’s own ter-
ritory, * as, for instance, the Baltic
Republics (and Bessarabia)? These
persons pretend not to know that the
basic law of our country—the Con-
stitution: of the USSR—has fixed the
ties between these Republics and the
other' Union. Républics, and that the
Red "Army  heroically fights for the

- hénor,’ independence and integrity of

our state.”

We have no intention: of moraliz-
ing over the desighs of the imperial-
ists— Soviet imperialism included—

. or the “cuteness” of their.diplomatic -

the labor-draft bill to make it even
more obnoxious, did not spring
whole from the heads of Senator
Austin and Representative Wads-
worth. Ir that pie was also the fin~
ger of one Ernest L. Bell, Jr, of
Keene, N. H., who is executive sec-
rvetary of the new-born Citizens
Committee for a National War Serve
ice Act—organized two months ago
for fhe express purpose of further-
ing the labor-draft bill.

Want ‘fo know something about
this Citizens’ Committee for a Na-
tional War Service Act? None of
‘the *“citizens,”  you may be sure,
are workers.  The commitiee con-
sists of American Legionnaires,
corporation lawyers, poll-tax poli-

. ticians—the gentry looking for ev-

ery opening to hit labor in the so-

lar plexus. .

Mr. Bell was formerly stater coni-
(Continued on page 4)
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'BOSSES WAGE WAR ON OVERTIME PAY!

Drive Gets
‘Go’ Signal
In 48-Hour
Week Order

By JOHN BERNE

The cat is out of the bag—
and it is a very ugly one at thet.

No sooner did Mr. Bymes
make public the President’s 48-
hour work week order than the
spokesmen for the hard-bitten
bosses—from Rickenbacker teo
the dignified New York Times
—~—began  their attack on the
basic 40-hour week. An all-
out drive is now on for a basic
48-hour week with time and a
half beginning after 48 hours
instead of aftéer 40 hours.

So far as it was supposed to
raise production, the Presi-
dent’s order didn’t make sense.
It is well known that in war
production industries the men
and women already work 48
hours @ week and more—pro-
vided they are not laid off. Even
with lay offs, the machine tool
industry averaged 54 hours a
week in 1942—the machine in-
dustry 48 hours—plane and
shipbuilding also 48 hours.
This means that workers have
been slaving for 54, 58 and 60
hours @ week — or the above
AVERAGES  could not have
been attained. How much
manpower can the order there-
fore release in the war produc-
tion industries!

But it has released daylight
and night bombing against time
and o half after 40 hours.
(Other aspects of the erder—
its purposes and intentions—
were discussed in last week’s
LABOR ACTION.) The Presi-
dent’s order for the basic 48-
hour week is the opening the
United Sfates Chamber of Commerce
and the National Association of Man-
wfacturers have been angling for and
waiting for. The President has
obliged. ,

Naturally, the ecampaign against
time and a half is not waged openly
and honestly—that is, on the basis
that the bosses want to pocket the
extra overtime in the form of prof-
its. Such honesty would be fos con-
demming. Seo the anti-labor cam-
paign managers have discovered that
time and a half over forty hours is
“INFLATIONARY."

Eric A. Johnston, the “libera}"
president of the United States Cham-
ber of Commerce, who simlingly eon- _
sents to be photographed with labor
leaders as an evidence of “national
unity,” interviewed President Roose~
velt for ene and three-quarter hours
the other day. On leaving the White
House he told reporters he noted “an
inflationary tendency” in- the forfy-
eight-hour order “because it would
increase the volume of wages.”

The New York Times has the rem-
edy right out of a bottle: “The only
way in which Congress can-hope to
undo the harm which will octherwise

{Continned on page 3)

language. They are each of them in
the war for what they can get, or
what they can-save. We are inter-
ested .in their ambitions only as they
illustrate the nature of the war—and
as they violate the rights of the peo-
ples of the world. In both these con-
nections the Pravda editorial is re-
vealing,

It ‘was, on the one hand, an in-
genuous piece of nose-thumbing at
her allies, and, en the other hand.
a blunt warning: “We are telling
you right now what we ALREADY
consider ours. All other parties

* had best Keep their hands off. We'll
tell you later what else we expect.”
The Baltics were *fixed” to the So~
viet Union when the latter, then

-am ally of Germany, invaded the
territory, occupied if and incorpe-

+ rated into_the “law of our land”

Thati is to say, the Ba.!ties are now
pari of Russiz as a resull of that
kind of aggression which Roose-
velt long ago announced the United
Nations would not recognize. But
Rooseveli - Churchill will have a
difficul time making the point. Be-
cause, as sure as night follows day,
Stalin will argue: “Very well, gen-
tlemen, how aboui India and a.
bundred other victims of aggres-
sion and econquest I counld name?”

That the “broad hint” announced
by Pravda does not sit toe well with
certain members of the Allied camp
Is obvious. They are willing to con-
cede (as does the New York Times
editorially) that Russia has te be
reckoned with in any post-war plans.
But they mean to make that reckon- gong |

{Continued on mp;&} i)
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BRITAIN’S 1942 STRIKES HIT A WAR PEAK

According to the liberal papers,
“national union” is today stronger
than ever in Great Britain—workers
and bosses stand united behind Mr.
Churchill, Official British labor sta-
tistics, which have just been pub-
lished, tell a different tale.

Great Britain had more labor dis-
putes and lost more man hours of
work through strikes in 1942 than in
any previous year of the war. A to-
tal of 1,281 disputes were recorded
during the year, as compared with
1,251 in 1941, 922 in 1940 and 940 in
1939, Man hours lost during the
twelve-month period totaled 12,000,
000, as compared with 8,800,000 in
1941.

. The number of workers directly
involved in labor disputes last
year was 349,000, while 106,000
more, not directly participating in

sirikes, were affected. This figure

alse represents a very substantial
increase over the previous year.

The mine workers were in the
vanguard of the movement. About
two-fifths of all strikes occurred in

the coal mining industry.

The militancy of British labor has
increased greatly in recent months.

The British workers at the beginning
of the war had been lulled into the
belief that the war was a war for
democracy against fascism; they had,
in their majority, been made fo be-
lieve that the participation of some
members of the Labor Party in the
government was a guarantee that the
war was going to be conducted as
a real struggle for democracy. They
are, however, realizing that, in spite
of the participation of some Labor
stooges in the government, nothing
has been changed in its basically cap-
italist-imperialist character. As Har-
old Laski recently pointed out in
an article in the New York Times
Magazine, the whole economic or-
ganization of England, while con-
ducted on a “planified” basis, is con-

" trolled by the representatives of- big

business—the equivalent of our “$-a-
Year-Men.” Each step taken by the
Churchill government in recent
times has been a step toward the
preservation of the privileges of the
old English ruling class. Churchill
has said very bluntly that he does
not want to assist in the liquidation
of the British Empire; neither does
he want to relinquish any privileges
of the ruling “Sixty Families” in
England itself.

CAPITALISTS PLAN TO LOAD BURDEN ON WORKER

Herbert Morrison, Home Secretary
and prominent Labor member of the
government, discussing post-war eco-
nomic organization, recently said that
the continuation of ratmmng in “ap-
propriate forms” and price controlg,
as well as controls over raw mafte-
rial, will be necessary if Britain is fo
have any chance in fighting Amer-
jcan competition on the world mar-
ket.

British capitalists realize that—ne
matter how this war is going to
end—they will have lost a great
part of their colonies. They want
to prepare now for the ways and
means of hifting the burden of
these losses onto the shoulders of
the workers. The time in which
British workers (at least a sub-
stantial number of them) received
a few crumbs out of the exira prof-
jts British imperialists extracted
from colonial labor, is definitely
past. The standard of British labor
after the war will be considerably
lower. A joint commitiee, repre-

- senting wvarious British colonial
capitalists in Malaya, Burma, Hong
Kong, Borneo and Sarawak, is al-
ready pressing the government for
a commitment fo reimburse stock-
holders for losses involved in the
Japanese occupation and in appli-
cation of the scorched earth pol-
icy, That is, they want a commit-
ment and they wani it NOW, to
insure that the British workers

' will pay the bill for their losses.

Early illusions are quickly dissi-
pated among the workers. The Sta-
linists and the trade union bureau-
cracy do all in their power to keep

‘the workers from fighting for their
interests, But the militant shop
stewards are taking the lead in many
iactones and the number of strikes

increases. We have reported in LA-
BOR ACTION on the mass strikes of’
40000 Tyneside shipbuilders and the
large movement in Belfast some
months ago In the meantime we
have received notice of a number of
other motements:

“A thousand miners at Newdigate
Colliery, Bedworth, Warwickshire,
have come out on strike.

“They object to the mse of steel
props.

‘As 2 rule miners complain that
steel does mnot ‘talk’ as timber does
in case of a pressure heralding a fall,

" bat in this case the objection is that

steel reduces the miners’ output.

“For the same amount of work, us-
ing steel, the miners earn perhaps 20
or 30 per cent less.

“The miners say they appreciate
that wood cannot be got, but they
contend that a wage adjusiment
should be made.”

“Some thousands of workers have
staged a stay-in strike at a large
Birmingham factory.

“They are complaining aboutl three
of their fellow workers having been
discharged.

“The agreed pmedm for settling
these disputes. is for the workpeople
fo remain at work.

“To overcome this a meeting be-
tween the workpeople and the man-
agement has been called for foday in
the factory.”

“A disagreement with the manage-
ment over pay rates has caused a
strike at a northeast factory.”
—Sunday Dispatch, 22-11-42, quoted

from the British New Leader.

Eurepacus.

News qnd -Views from the Lﬁbor Front |

Ford Worker Writes to Sperry Brother

Dear Brother:

I read about the splendid wvictory
you militant shop stewards and un-
ion activists achieved in smashing
finally and completely the long tra-
dition of company unionism fostered
by the Sperry Gyroscope Co.

Now that the Sperry workers
have voted overwhelmingly for the
local UE-CIO union fo represent
them in collective bargaining with
the Sperry Corp., you militant un-
ionists must move on to your sec-
ond victory, that is, the establish-

Montgomery Hired

ment of a strong wumion contract
guaranteeing suobstantial wage in-
creases, the closed shop, effeciive
grievance machinery, etc.

We Ford Instrument workers re-
cently negotiated a new union con-
tract with the same Sperry ‘Corpora-
tion. Wage demands for twenty cents
an hour general increase with a
plant-wide minimum of eighty-five
cents an hour had been put forth by
the active union rank and file de-
spite the fact that James Lustig, Stal-
inist district organizer, tried to influ-

by Auto Union

As lts Consumer Representative

Donald E. Montgomery has been
hired by the United Auto Workers
as consumer counsel to the union,
with headquarters in Washington.
Thus a union membership of 150,000,
representmg perhaps 500,000 con-
sumers, will have an independent
voice in the capital city to denounce
the rooking we are all getting.

Montgomery recently was foreed
out of his post in the Department
of Agriculture. He is but one of a
growing list of liberals who are
being junked as Roosevelt’'s Ad-
ministration moves farther and far-
ther to the right. His was the last
voice in the government speaking
for consumers, and he could get
prominence for his statements only
by resigning.

There are indications that this
move will be attacked through Dies
by denouncing Montgomery as a
red. Insiders are watching this with
interest, for they remember a fime,
back in the fall of 1939, when Dies
had his hands burned preparing an
attack on Montgomery. Following
the Federal Trade Commission ac-
tion against the magazine Good

_ Housekeeping, Dies prepared “A Re-

port on the Consumer Movement.”

Various consumer organizations
paid for an investigation of the cir-
cumstances surrounding this report,
and what they found was very inter-
esting indeed. It was written and
mailed in Hearst offices. Before that:
there was a sponsoring dinner, at-
fended by the following:

George Sokolsky, noted red-bait-
er, as host.

Chester J. LaRoche, board chair-
man of Young & Rubicam, a large
adverlising agency, and, president
of the Advertising Council.

F. J. Schlink, of Consumers Re-
search.

J. B. Matthews, tormerly of Con-
sumers Research, now Dies’ No. 1
stooge.

Henry Bristol, of Bristol- Meyers,

~ drug firm.
Bayard Colgate,of Colgate-Palm-

olive-Peet, soap manufacturers.
Robert Lund, of Lambert Phar-
macal Co.
Paul West, president of the As-
sociation of National Advertisers.
George Gallup, long active in ad-
vertising, now conducting “objec-
tive” polls on various social issmes.

Montgomery and the consumer or-
ganizations agreed to appear before
the Dies Committee provided the or-
igin of the report was made public.
To do so would have given clear
proof that Dies had been sponsored
by big business, particularly by big
advertising and the businesses par-
ticularly interested in 'advertising.
The matter was dropped, and Mont-
gomery has since been free of attack.

But whether Dies, whose commit-
tee got an extension by the large
vote of 302 to 94, now feels suffi-
ciently strong to attack, is a ques-
tion. Montgomery knows his field
and the UAW is perhaps the most
militant union in the CIO today. The
combination can throw a lot of
wrenches into the machines mowing
down the living standards of labor.

Guess Who?

At certain times in his career a
well known Washington publicist has
referred to business men as economic
royalists, tories, Bourbons, reaction-
aries, copperheads, money changers,
selfish individualists, sinister forces,
high and mighty people, gentlemen
in well warmed and well stocked
clubs, advocates of intrenched -greed,
privileged princes of new economic
dynasties, blindly selfish men, pro-
fessional mourners of an obsolete or-
der, financial gangsters....

They were all just words, but even
the words have now disappeared.
From his latest fireside chat: “As
spokesman for the United States gov-
ernment, yow.and I take off our hats
to those responsible for our Ameri-
can production—to the owners, man-
agers and supervisors,”
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ence us to accept his own very mild
proposals.

The wage and classifications de-
mands, which were stubbornly resist-
ed by the company, were finally sub-
mitted to arbitration. An award was
made which, with all its shortcom-
ings, resulted in wage increases.of
from five to ten cents an hour for
most workers.

Arbitrator Xnew Sentiment

This award was not nearly what
the workers had originally demand-
ed nor what they deserved, as is the
case with all the compromise arbi-
tration awards. However, had the
rank and file and militant shop stew-
ards permitted themselves to be
swayed by the defeatist attitude of
Brother Lustig, they would have
come out with far less than they did.

It was only because the arbitrator
knew that there was a dissatisfied
membership who were making a
real wage demand and among
whom proposals for a course of
strong union action were ﬂn’mg
widespread approval ,that he hand-
ed down the award.

In the past, we organized Ford In-
strument workers here paved the
way for higher wages and better
conditions for our unorganized fel-
low workers at the Sperry Gyro-
scope Co. Now that you Sperry
workers have your own union or-
ganization, you can show us Ford
Instrument workers the way to high-
er wages.

Scrap Little Steel Formula

The Sperry wage increase can go
ahead of Ford's because we at Ford
Instrument were limited by the ar-
bitrator to the Little Steel formula
which is outdated and, in the face
of continually 'rising prices, mean-
ingless, except to the bosses, who use
it as the means of freezing wages.
You Sperry workers can now take
advantage of the movement by the
CIO, AFL and UMW to scrap the
Little Steel formula or fo revise it
to compensate for the 36 per cent,
not 15 per cent, rise in the cost of
living since January 1, 1941.

o You Sperry workers must nof,
however, depend on the “fairmind-
edness” of any “impartial” arbifra-
tor to win your demands. You

‘the 544-CIO

must also beware of the Stalinist
appeasement element who, under
the pretense of “national unity” or
the “war effort,” will attempt to
dampen the enthusiasm and deter-
mination of the Sperry workers
for a substantial wage increase,

Even after your contract has been
established, do not for one minute
believe that the Sperry Gyroscope
Co. will cease its anti-union activity.
Experience at Ford Instrument Co,,
Sperry Corporation subsidiary, has
shown differently. It will be neces-
sary for you to be constantly alert in
order to reserve and enforce your
gains.

Here's wishing you the best suec-
cess in your contract negotiations.

Yours for a better union,

Jim.

CRDC to Suppart

“The Militant’ and
‘Labor Action’

At a meeting of its Nauonal- Cem#-—

mittee on February 9, .the Civil

Rights Defense Committee voted -to’

collaborate with The Militant .and

the American Civil Liberties Union

in safeguarding the rights of fiee
speech and free press endangered by
proceedings of the Department of
Justice and the Post Office Depart-
ment against the paper's muailing
rights. The committee also voted "its
support of LABOR ACTION, ‘which
has been sithilarly molested by 1he
Post Office Department.

Postmaster General Walker has not
yet announced his decision on the
mailing rights of The Militant. - Nor
has there been any change inh the -
status of LABOR ACTION or The

Militant. Both papers are still held.

up each week pending release' on
instructions from the authoutles ;n
Washington.

Appeal on Kelly Postal Convictionif:-"

Before Minn. Supreme Court Feb. |5

According to an announcement by
the Civil Rights Defense Committee,
the appeal on the conviction of Kel-
ly Postal, secretary-freasurer of Min-
neapolis Teamsters Union, Local 544,
will be heard before the Minnesota
Supreme Court on Monday, Febru-
ary 15. The CRDC is directing the
defense in this case.

The charges against Postal fol-
lowed the decision of members of
Local 544 to leave the AFL and
join the CIO. The membership voted,
as was their right, to take their
treasury funds with them into the
CIO. In collaboration with powerful
anti-labor state officials in Minnesota,
Daniel J, Tobin, AFL Teamsters™ in-
ternational president, obtained in-
dictments against Postal for embez-
zlement of union funds.

The first trial against Postal on
these charges was thrown out of
court by the judge. On second trial,
Postal was convicted. This convie-
tion is now being appealed.

Kelly Postal was one of the twen-
ty-eight defendants in the trial of
trade unonists and
leaders of the Socialist Workers Par-
ty. He was one of the five the jury
found not guilty. His present convic-
tion is an outgrowth of the cele-

to the induction of strikers.

Keesling, Selective Service Official,
Threatens Induction of Strikers

The restlessness of the workers under the no-strike pledge has had
its repercussions in Washington. Lieut. Col. Francis V. Keesling, legis-
lative officer of the Selective Service Bureau, told the House Military
Affairs Committee on February 15 that consideration should be given

Not that this is something new. “Unofficially,” we understand, many
militant workers who have participated in strikes during the war have
been weased into the armed forces. Keesling’s move is apparently to
make the induction of strikers open and official.

Intimidation of workers is characteristic of totalitarianism, and that
is very definitely beginning to be the shape of things in this country.

The restlessness of the workers is due to the cost of living, high
taxes, wage freezing, shop grievances unatiended to—and a long list
of personal pinches- that every worker feels. Unable to remedy the
cause of the workers’ dissatisfaction, unable to do anything about the
reasons why the workers have to sirike in their own interests, the
shapers of our destinies in Washington will use intimidation.

Readers. of. abor Action Jake the Floor . ..

Buffalo Reader Writes
On AFL and CIO

Gentlemen:

I have received itwo or three
copies of the LABOR ACTION pa-
per. Ii is really a pleasure to read
your paper, as most of the articles
are point-blank on the topic.

The reason for me to write this
fetter was because of an article I
vead. It mentioned a certain election
that was held a few months ago be-
tween the CIO and the AFL. I am
certain that it must have been the
election at the Curtiss-Wright air-
plane factory. I remember-the elec-
fion very well, as I was a steward,
for the CIO. The article was frue
concerning the facts, that the AFL
made a lot of promises, but never
kept them.

In my opinion, the reason why we
lost that election was because they
allowed the women workers to- vote.
We had one heck of a fime frying
to get the women to join the CIO.
The AFL had come out with pam-
phlets, telling the women they would
make 85 cents an hour after three
months. (I worked for one and a
half years before I got 85 cents an
hour.) Since many of these women
never worked in a factory before,
they fell for that cheap propaganda.

Today, under the AFL, for eight
months now we have not had a gen-
eral raise yet, to meet up with rise
in the cost of living. If you have a
.raise coming, our foreman tells you
to- see your AFL committeemen to
zet our raise. Before he will touch
it, your committeeman asks if you
are 'a member of the AFL. If you
aren’t, he says that he can't do any-
thing for you unless you join. Ag
much as I understand about certain
iabor laws, I always thought that the
union that wine the election is con-
sidered to be the bargaining agent
between the workers and the em-
ployer. Also, that as long as there
is an open shop they should settle
the complaints- of non-union men as
well as union men. Since there isn't
a clused shap at Cnrﬁaa-anht,

many of the fellows won't join the
union, ag they consider it unfit fo be-
long to.

I expect o be in the Army by July,
so all I hope for is that we can get
another election here at Curtiss. 1
am certain that the CIO will win by
a greater number than they have
won in any other election. Buffalo is
turning out to be a very busy indus-

trial center and in order for the men -

to be well protected, should, in my
" opinion, join the CIO. It is the only
union that will go to bat for you re-
regardless of race, color or creed.

I mentioned this because we have
many Negro men and women worke-
ing alongside us. Many of the white
people have a grudge against them.
Instead of looking toward the Negro
as a fellow-American who is trying

to help out, either by dying on our.

battlefields or working in defense

N\
Censorship

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People has
stated that no part of the address
made by Wendell Willkie at the an-
nual conference of the NAACP held
at Los Angeles, July 19, has been
permitted to go out of the United
States and that other references in
speeches to the Negro question had
been similarly barred.

Since the government does not
hesitate to suppress or censor the
comments of the leader of the Re-
‘Publican Party and a full-blown ad-
vocate of the “war for democracy,”

the labor press and labor movement

must indeed be vigilant in prevent.
ing sharper inrazds on their civil
rights, particularly a free press. The
actions directly leveled so far at LA-
BOR ACTION and The Militant are
evidence of the growing reactionary
‘trend of Administration forces.

\.' — I"' e .. /

plants. But still, many ignore this
fact.

I sort of guess I have let myselt
go too much in this letter. I want
you to know that I am 100 per cent
behind the labor movement to fry to
organize workers into the union.

A Loyal Reader.

-

We Must Break
The Color Line

Dear Editor:

G. S. Schuyler of the Pittsburgh
Courier recalls a conversation in a
colored barber shop on the colored
question: “He was scarcely literate,
but nevertheless (or therefore) an
intelligent fellow who had revealed
that he knew the score. He opined:
‘Mr. Schuyler, the white folks has
got a plan on the ‘n—r, and they're
carryin’ out that plan.)”

“Is there a plan on the Negro?”
Mr. Schuyler continues in com-
ment, “Te me there seems to be
noe guestion about it. On no other
basis can you explain what has
happened and is happening.... I
is based on the fiction of racial su-
periority and is in essence no dif-
ferent from that expressed by Hit-
ler, Rosenberg and other Aryan-
ists. It assumes the superiority of
the so-called white man over all
others and enforces various forms
of segregation and discrimination
in order to make that superiority
real.

“Without social equality the col-
ored Americsn is doomed, and

those in anthority know it evem

" hetter than Negroes. There can be
no social equality withont econom-
io, political and educational equal-
ity.”

Mr. Schuyler is convinced, as we
are, that a plan exists to oppress the
Negro. Very capably he examines
the machinery of oppression but does
not bring out clearly the basic cause
of its existence: that capitalism

wants the cheapest possible source
ol‘;_"labor at its disposal, at the time

it wants i, and in the quantity it
wants it. g

Yet he realizes a great deal of
what should be realized by all Ne-
groes, Conceding that the plan has
worked so well that part of the Ne-
gro population has been conditioned
to the colored line as well as the
white, he writes further, pointing the

#Ag the question of. segregation on
street cars keeps bobbing up, may
I suggest that present arrangements
are not so discriminatory, for the
colored people ride the rear end of
the street car going into town, and
the white people ride that same end
leaving town, except cars that go
around a loop.”—Letter to the Dal-
las News.,

®
The Liberal Weeklies: The cur-
rent New Republic has a long and
pious article on Negroes, and how
something ought to be done. Follow-
ing it is a somewhat shorter, but no
less pious, article on the Red Cross
and blood donors. Does this mention
the former policy of excluding “Ne-
gro blood” or the present one of seg-

regating it? You guess.
J/

L 0

way out and expressing current sen-
timents of the forward-looking mem-
bers of the race:

“To show the extent to which our
. so-called leaders are off the beam,
it has for years been their custom
to frown upon organized labor and
pick out the evils in the labor
movement while striving vainly to
curry favor with those who wenld-
enslave both black and white la-
bor. Our psychological warfare
has heen primitive and inept, and
I know of not a single Negro or-
ganization which has the slightest
understanding of its possibilities.
Politically we have been advised to
shuttle back and forth between the
two wings of the capitalistic buz-
zard” when we would have en-
gendered far more respect and

%

moved farther to the Left on elec-

tion day.”

Politically, the Negro must learn
to distinguish the RIGHT side from
“right” or cohservative if he is to
move in the correct, or LEFT direc-
tion. At present the characters of
practically all political parties slant
right. Their concern for the Negro
is mere pretense. He must learn to
see and understand the background
for that pretense. In fact the Negro
must become the most informed and
most articulate member of the work-
ing class.

Events will force him into jobs

and positions he has never been in

before, due to labor shoriages.
There he has to develop the hardi-
hood and intelligence to combat
his own prejudices and those he
will meet with in white workers
in order to take leadership in dis-
solving racial prejudices and work-
ing toward improvements in labor
conditions. There is no “Left” for
him to move to but to become a
force in organizing a nmew Labor
Party and to link himself with the
socialist movement, the Workers
Party. ONLY IN A SOCIALIST
WORLD CAN HE FIND REAL
FREEDOM.

R +
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brated Minneapolis “sedition” case,
Postnl was not accused of mlsusmg
the union funds personally—his-sup=

posed “guilt” consisted inobeying the

unanimous vote of the union at a
regular membership’ meeting. Thus,
there is an issue of enormous impore
tance to the entire labor movement
at stake in his appeal. That issue is:’
Do the members of a trade union
have the democratic right to decide
for themselves the disposition—of

"their union funds?

If Kelly Postal is found guilty,
then the officers of the CIO could
have been convicted of embezzle.
ment when they left the AFL 'and
took their union funds with thein.

It is imperative to prevent this
dangerous precedent against labor's
democratic rights and this grave ine
justice to an honorable and militant
trade union leader. Postal is threate
ened with a long term prison séne
tence in case of an adverse cle(:l-
&:10!1

The Civil Rights Defense Comimit-
tee states that the legal costs in this
appeal will amount to about $1,000.
It asks friends of labor and civil lib-
erties to send contributions imme-
diately to the national office of the

committee at 160 Fifth Avenue New '

York, N. Y.

“Natural’” Causes

A story that should bring a blush
of shame to the face of every decent .

Englishman was told at an inquest

at Birmingham a few days ago. An
0ld lady had died in an air raid shels
ter, where she was sleeping. A coro-

ner's inquest was held. The husband :.

of the dead woman, 69 years of age,
went, into the witness box and told
this story: P

For 48 years he had worked for an
undertaker. He was then sacked at' &
week’s notice and given a pension of
five shillings a week. On this, plus
old age pension, he could not pay the
rent of the house which had been hig
home for 48 years. The landlord put
him out in the street. Il health
struck at him, g

Without a home, without work, this
old man and his wife weére driven to
live in an underground shelter. “It
was warm because of the hot water
pipe,” he said. He and his wife wént
to coffee houses for meals, and he
“aung about the shelter in the day-
time.”

This man has brought up six sdns._

all of whom now serve in the Army.

He has not had a chance to save any-
thing. Now he has nothing before
him but the relieving officer and a
“home”—if he accepts the advlce of
the coroner.

The coroner returned a verdict_ qt-
“Ceath from natural causes” on th®
wife. That should not have been-the-
verdict. This was murder. It shows:
what we mean when we say that.

capitalism at “peace” murders the’
workers, — From the British N’ew_

Leader, January..23.

‘India in Revolt‘..‘n_.

If you haven't yet ordered aml
read Henry Judds magnificent pame.
phlet, “India in Revolt,” do so immee -
diately. Order your copy from-the:
Workers Party, 114 West 14th Street,

New York City. Twenty-five cents

per copy; twenty cents in bundles of -

five or more. ”

Buy LA in Detroit at:

Newsstand near Family Theater.'

Cadlllac Square.

Buy NI in Detroit at:-

Carl's Book Store, Clairmount and
Woodward.
Boek Stere, Baltimere and Gass. -

In Buffalo:
‘' Main and Hurepn, mext
. to Gamler’s.
Main and Mohawk,

In No. Phnladelphm. :

¥t
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 Another Negro Lynched!
In Georgia, the objection of a Néno to the illegal practices of a
sheriff is tantamount to a charge of first degree murder in a court of

law.

wise denied signing the warrant.

dragged along the rough road.

from Hall’s car.

. been taken.

Robert Hall of Albsny, Ga.. was arrested on January 29 on charges
of stealing a tire. The warrant for his arrest, signed by John C. Derm,
‘from whom the tire was allegedly stolen, was delivered by Sheriff
Screws. It was later revealed by Derm that he had never signed a war-
rant and in addition, that no tire had ever been stolen from him. This
statement was corroborated by his brother, George C. Derm, who like-

The morning following Hall’s arrest, a call came into an Albany
funeral home requesting an ambulance to pick up a “n—r I had to beat
up.” The call.came from a hospital in Albany and ‘was alleged to have
been sent by Sheriff Screws. The jailer claimed that Hall had not been
removed from the jail and that his body was in that condition when he
was admitted into a county hospital. The deep cuts all over his body and
the injuries to his head indicated that he had been fied to a car and

__ ‘Motive for the atfack on this innocent man was expressed by many
persons living in Baker County, Hall had appeared before the Grand
Jury in an attempt to recover a pistol which the sheriff had hken

All evidence points to Sheriff Screws as the lyncher of Robert Hall,
but to date no charges have been filed axainst him and no action has

And year after year the poll-tax senators, representing men like
Sheriff Screws, defeat the anti-lynching bills! :

Some Would Have You Believe If's “Soc:ahst”
But the British Lion Has a Loud Capitalist Roar

(Tke following excerpls from an

article by Prof. Harold J. Laski, of

the University of London, printed in
the New York Times Magazine of
Janunary 24, speak for themselves.
Professor Laski—whose mushy poli-
tics, by the way, LABOR ACTION
does not endorse—gives a resound-
ing rebuke to those gushing Ameri~
can “liberals” who return from Eng-
land with the “conviction” that there
are no longer any classes in that land
of “war-born freedom.”

(It might be added that—by chang-
ing a few words here and there to

comply with the American scene and.

institutions—the main tenor of Pros
fessor Laski’s disclosures holds true
also for the good old USA.—Editor.)

“The ruling class of Britain is not
a simple thing. It is a fusion eof in-
terests brought abouf by three. cen-
turies of stress and strain, during
which alliances have been made and
broken according to the swaying
needs of battle. But if we take it in
its present phase, the main elements
in that ruling ‘class can be distin-
guished with some certainty.

“There is the element provided by
the old aristocracy, whose power .in
the first place was based on the pos-
session of land. There are families

" Jike the Cecils, Stanleys and Church-

ills, who, generation after generation
have helped shape the purposes of
state power. There are elemenis
provided by landowners in the rural
areas, descendanis of the old squire-
archy, who still dominate, in alliance
with the influence of the church, the

life of the British couniryside. There
is the business community, a pyra-
mid of interests at the apex of which
stands finance, great corporations,
whether' manufacturing or commers=
cial; and peripheral to them, but
taking the main character of their
outlook from purposes in large part
given by the character of the prop-
erty system. There is the profes-
sional eommunity, lawyers, engi-

neers, doctors, architects and higher-

civil service. As these are successful
they tend increasingly to accept the
half-conscious philosophy of the
landowner and capitalist, to make
their premises of action those which
will not disturb the confidence of the
ruling class in the power of the sys-
tem to remain a going concern....”

“Anyone who analyzes the com-
position of the Conservative Party
in the House of Commons cannot

The Problem of Wuges and Prices

By RIA S'IONE
Next time you go into a restaurant

- and pay its pre-1929 prices, ask the

owner why. Nine times out of ten,
he’ll mention not only the rising cost
of food, but also the wages he has to
pay his help to keep them. And if
¥ou look. like you have a profession

. or belong to the middle class, he'll

_-what and how much.

add a dig at the unions.

Next time you read in the news-
papers about a demand for higher
wages in industry, or make such a
demand yourself, notice the threat of
the bosses, implied or explicit, to
raise ‘prices if the increased wages
are granted.® For example, in the
needle trades strike of a month ago
the manufacturers refused the in-
crease on the ground that there was
& ceiling price on dresses.

(Continued from page 1)
ing as small as possible. There were,
for example, in Roosevelt’s Lincoln
Day address to the White House cor-
respondents, overtones of a return
“hint” to Stalin to take it easy. Roo-
sevelt sees the world as one Dbig
"nelghborhoopl " with the United
States as the biggest ‘and the most

powe1!u1 of the neighbors.

.-Roosevelt no doubt considers this

a touchy time to speak of territo-
rial ambitions. After all, the
United States still recognizes the
envoys of the Baltic government.
And the various governments-in-
exile must be much disturbed by
' Stalin’s intentions. They are quar-

relling among themselves, as de- -

seribed in last week’s LABOR AC-
TION, over who is going to get
You can be
sure ‘that the Polish government-
in-exile is kicking up quite a fuss
in what the press calls “diplomatic
quarters” over those designs on
Poland which are attributed fto
Stalin. That is, kicking up a fuss
over any inroads on “its” terrifory,

~and provoking fusses in other gov-

ernments-in-exile over its own ter-
ritorial -ambitions.

Pravda hasn't admitted any de-
signs on China, but they are un-
doubtedly there. Walter Duranty, for
long a journalistic servant of the
Stalinist tyranny, recently wrote in
a New York Times article that as

between Stalin and Chiang Kai-shek

there iz no love lost. Chiang has
made it clear that he views Manchu-

. ria as part of China. Further, his

concern over Stalinist ambitions in

And,

more recently, businesses ordered on
a forty-eight-hour basis by presiden-
tial decree have threatened a rise in
prices because of overtime wages.

GOVERNMENT BASED
ON PROFIT SYSTEM

The average worker (not to speak
of labor leaders who don’'t want to
encroach on the profit system) senses
the bosses’ predicament. And, unable
to see any alternative to the profit
system, he is often willing to see the
boss get higher prices for the goods
which he, the worker, has produced.
For example, a needle frades worker
was explaining to me the other day
how the workers in her shop hadi no
grievance against their boss because
he had already signed with the local
to grant the wage increase—provided

Stalin’s War Aims

China has at times been as great as
his concern over Japan. It is a
known fact that the harmony which
is supposed to have been established
between Chiang's armies and the
Chinese Red Army is strictly ethe-
real,

Thus the imperialists spar with
each other and fertilize the seed of
future wars and conflicts, The Axis
is fighting to enslave the world un-

der its domination. Roosevell seeks:

world dominance for the TUnited
States. Britain has, in fact, accepted
sécond place — but still wants as
much elbow room and power as she
can get; and, in any case, wants it
made clear that while she may be
compelled to play second fiddle, that
is as far back in the imperialist or-
chestra as she’ll go. Their puppets
and pawns in the governments-in-

. exile vie with each other and seek

to scoop up as much of the gravy as
possible. And Stalin, with-the confi-
dence of mounting victories over
Hitler’'s armies, is becoming more
aggressive about his ambitions. His
aims are as clefrly imperialistic as
those of any other imperialist gov-
ernment.

In none of this, do the desires of
the subject, conquered or to-be-con-
quered peoples figure. Self-determi-
nation remains, and will remain in
the mouths of capitalist politicians,
a cgbchword under which, the real
struggle for power is waged. Bul
the peoples of conquered Europe in
their struggle for national liberation
and, more generally, the peoples of
the world in their struggle for free-
dom, may yet have the final say!—

E.G.

Washington punctured the ceiling -on
clothing prices. She has to do alter-
ations and dressmaking in her home
after hours in order to support her
family, but she doesn’t connect this

with her boss and the profit system

which he represents.

Nor does she realize that she and

workers like her would fake an
indirect wage ecut through the
higher prices her boss gets. Like
the boss, but with less justification,
she takes for granted the profit
system, and, only hopes that the
wages she receives under the sys-
tem will enable her to give rea-
sonably nuiritious and adequafe
food to her family and keep rea-
sonably warm and fashionable
clothing on their backs.

The government obviously takes
for granted the profit system, and
has no intention of jeopardizing it.
For example, Prentiss Brown, head
of the OPA, has stated that “in some
cases where the forty-eight-hour
week might force higher prices [due
to overtimel, he would be inclined
to discuss with the War Manpower
Commission the feasibility of ex-
empting the employers from the or-
der rather than permitting the
higher prices,” (New York Times,
February 16.)

Superficially, this sounds like an
attempt to. protect the consumer from
higher prices. Actually, however, it
is clear that Prentiss Brown, like
the rest of the Administration, will
go to any lengths to keep the gap
between wages and prices which is
the source of profit. Bui to main-
tain this gap he will lower or main~
tain wages at their present low level,
rather than “permit” prices fo rise.
Why? Because prices on the w{hole
cannot be altered simply by decree
or arbitrary will. They depend upon
the value of the commodities pro-
duced, and this in turn is in the long
run determined by labor productiv-
ity and technological conditions be-

yond the control of either the capi-

talist or his government representa-
tive. |

Thus, for exarnple, price risés in
consumer goods today are due to de-
creasing labor productivity caused
by such factors as enormous labor
turnover, depreciation of machinery
with difficulties in replacement, over-
taxing of labor from long hours, ete.
The restaurant man, who could once
fix an icebox leak simply by calling
in a plumber, uses a headwaiter to
do it. The government, far from, be-
ing able to decrease or put a ceiling
price on these goods, acts to raise
them by lengthening hours and de-
creasing labor efficiency, withdraw-
ing experienced workers: into the
Army or defense industries;, and cur-

There Is Only One Real Soluhon - - Socnahsm !

tai]ing machine production for con-
sumer goods, ‘“Legitimate” price in-
creases due to increased costs there-
fore occur. When these are supple-
mented by the sheer cheating and
gouging of the tonsumer because the
latter must buy-at ‘whatever prices,
we have»both the profit system and
“profiteering”—revealing the capital-
ist system at its rottenest.

THE PROBLEM WILL BE
SOLVED BY SOCIALISM

Once the socialist solution to the
problem of wages and. prices.is rec-
ognized, how criminal, rather than
pathetic, appears the plight of the
“poor boss who can't make a profit
if wages go up and prices don't rise
proportionately.,” Under ecapitalism
or the profit system, it is necessary
to maintain and, if possible, increase
the gap between wages (or what it
costs in labor power to produce
goods) and price (or the exchange-
value which those goods have on the
market). This gap exists because the
worker only receives the price of his
labor power and no share in the val-
ues he creates.

Under socialism, there will be no
wages at all—in the sense of remu-
neration to the worker only to re-.
place the labor power or energy he
has. expended. There will be mno.
prices or market values in the
sense of goods obfainable only on
the basis of paying for them at
their value. Under socialism, men
will receive a share of what has
been produced by the common so-
cjal labor. They will receive it on
the basis of having participated in
that social labor (in one way or
another), and nof, as in capitalism,
on the basis of the amount of ex-
pended energy which must be re-
plenished. (The latter is the way
THE WORKER receives his “share”
under capitalism; the capitalist re-
ceives his “ ” because he owns
the means of production and can
buy the worker's labor power.) ,

_Under capitalism, the worker, on
Saturday or at'the end of his work
week, receives wages “which simply
go to refurbish him for another
Monday. Sunday is the day of rest
(if you're lucky and don't have to
work on Sundays, too), when you try
to feel as strong and able to work
as you did the Monday before, And
so it goes on for the worker under

- capitalism—a continuous but taper-

ing spiral (broken only by unems-

ployment), with the worker never

quite catching up to his strength of
the week before, but always forced
to go to work on Monday, anyway
(if it isn't depression  ,time and he
has a Job).

At the time of this writing Ghandi has
pegun, his eighth day of fast in protest
against British Rule in India, and to call
attention to the world that Indian freedom
‘remains as far away from realization as it

hos ever been.

Scannmg the columns of the capitalist
press, one is astonished at the complete
absence of news from that great country in
Asia. It would appear that this nation of
almost 400,000,000 people, having stated
its case.for freedom, and having had this
request rejected, has now settled down to

a cdlm and normal existence.

" Yet is was only last week that a hand-
ful of the newspapers published a tiny
‘veport obscurely placed in the inner
_pages, which announced that since last -
August glmost e thousand Indians were
killed, several thousand wounded, and
~ about sixty thousand arrested, of whom

_ fifteen thousand were detained without

: churge. This is hardly a quiet situation,
Big Boss press found tt em-

he

freedom to India.

ence?

fore, the British

the Indian masses have not given up their
fight for freedom. It also shows that the
British are just as determmed not to give

The British have become more stubborn
than ever. They are completely disdainful
of Ghandi’s fast ahd do not display the
fears of former years when such actions by
Ghandi served to initiate movements of -
non-violent and very often violent resist-
ance to the British dictatorship. Why have
the British become so haughty, where a year
ago they seemed ready to make quite a few
concessions for some sort of an agreement
with India, even though they would not ac-
cede to the demand of Indian Independ-

The answer lies in the upturn of mil-
itary fortune for the Allies and there-

When the military situation appeared ex-
tremely grave for the Empire when Burma-
was lost and the Japanese threatened to
march into lhdia, the British needed every
possible assistance from the people whose

_ freedom they had taken and whom- they.

India Tastes the “Four Freedoms”’

AN EDITORIAL

Now, however, when the war position of
the Allies has vastly improved, when the
Japanese invasion of India has failed to

materialize, and when the British have ac-

_ tually begun to move back into Burma, the
India situation is no longer of the same
gravity to the Empire.

* 1t would appear that, if the military sit-
uation is more favorable now, then the
British should be more willing: than ever to
accord the Indians their freedom, or, at
least, to make greater concessions than
they were willing to give when they regarded
themselves in great danger.

That the reverse is true, that an im

provement of her military pesition only -

means greater resistance to Indian free-
dom—unless the Indians take it—only

proves that, notwithstanding the pre-

'tensions of the “civilized”British ruling -
class, the Empire’s general gims in In-

\

dia, the method of her rule, and her rule,
and her specific conduct in this instance,
is imperialist,

Advocates of the Four Freedoms and th_e

cruelly axploited» for. many nntwm Nlmtae- @harfer, please . takc notnl

Under socialism, all this is
changed. Goods are produced for
the use of men and NOT for the
profits which they bring in to
bosses. Labor power is mo longer
regarded as a commodity to be
bought and sold. It is not pur-
chased at all, let alone purchased
at the lowest possible price to keep
it alive and able to produce more
value, Men, under socialism, will
‘work and produce useful goods.
But they will produce these for
their mutual needs and for their
mutual development.

The sufficiency of goods which men
and 'machines can create will be
given to men to develop their bodies
so that their minds can grow rich in
the wealth of human knowledge, es-
thetic appreciation and artistic crea-
tion. From day to day, from week
to week, and from year to year, the

spiral of possible individual activity -

will widen. rather than taper, as hu-
man productive and intellectual
achievements increase.

Men, no longer fetfered by the
necessity of working not only for
their own material maintenance,
but for the bosses’ even more ma-
terial profits, will be freed to live
more fully, The time thai each
‘must work will be small, yet the
goods preduced for all to enjoy

~ will-be ‘plentiful.

Then, surely, will he . who even
thinks of “reasonable profit” be
jeered at as a barbarian out of the
past dark ages. He who talks about
prices chasing wages will 'be talking
gibberish, for men who have been
freed from the eapitalist system will
also have been freed from wage la-
bor, pmce and profit.

That is why, instead of the con-
servative motto, “A fair day’s wage
for a fair day’s work,” workers must
inscribe on their banner the REVO-
LUTIONARY watchword: “Abolition
of the wage system!” Socialism is the
ONLY -answer!

avold the conclusion that ifs essen-
tial purpose is the protection of

the interests of private property in .

the means of production. Forty-
four per cent of them are direciors
of public companies; between them
they hold nearly 1,800 director-
ships. All important economic in-
terests | are represented there—
banks, insurance, railways, ship-
ping, iron, steel, engineering, tex-
tiles, electricity supply, coal, oil, -
tobacco, foodstufls, newspapers and
so forth. The main banks, includ-
ing the Bank of England, have
their members, so have the main
insurance oompan!es, rallwuys, and
so on.”

“..As a syste.m it is nevertheless
fair to make three comments upon it.

“Firstly, it is directed overwhelm=
ingly by men who think out of their
exparience inevitably in terms lim-
ited by the status quo which they
have inherited and controlled.

“Secondly, it is overwhelmingly
‘administered by interests which
own and control the .insiruments
of produciion in all the pivotal
areas of economic power,

“Thirdly, the prospect of persuad-
ing men whose whole outlook: is built
upon the assumption that the large
outlines of the present system are
adequate, to think in terms of prem-
ises of action which transcend the
present system, which push forward
boundaries of political democracy to«
ward a permanent:limitation -of -area-
of capitalist power—that prospect is

1 indeed.,...”

“On the constitutional side, the
efforts of the Labor Party to pressfor
experiments which press its policy
always encounter the fact that there
is an overwhelming Conservative

majority in both houses of Parlia--

ment. A demand, therefore, for pub-
lic ownership of mines, for example,
or for measures which, taken now,
look to an assurance of safeguards
after the war against mass unem-
ployment which a monopoly of capi-
talism entails, means a threat to na-
tional unity. To press home the pol-
icy to which labor is commitied
means, politically, the end of the po-
litical truce and probably a general
election. The difficulties and dangers
of this policy are thus clear. But to
refuse to face them means, on the
political plane, that the Labor Party
must help wage war on terms ap-
proved by the Conservative Party.
This is, as a matter of fact, to wage
the war for maintaining the present
sysiem....”

“The Federation of British Indus-
tries—the main policy-forming body
for business interests—has a score
of members in the House who be-
tween them, cover all the main eco-
nomic empires in Britain. So has the
National Union of Manufacturers; so
has the National Chamber of Trade;
so also has the Association of British
Chambers of Commerce; so have the
Central Landowners Association and
the Central Chamber of Agriculture.
The armaments industry has, apart

from its directors in the House, two -

former directors, Sir John Anderson
and Mr. Amery, in the Cabinet.

“Thirty-five members of aPrlia-
ment have directorships in com-

panies whose stake is in the Do-
minions. The dominating industries
in India and the colonies all have
" their represeéntatives in the House

of Commens, to speak, if need he,

on their behalf.
“Forty-three members of Parlia-

ment are related to living memberg °

of the peerage, and another 95 are
related to its members. Of these, 18
are heirs to peerages, 13 are younger

.sons of peers and 42 are sons-ln-law

of peers.

“The great aristocrat of today is"
not merely a landowner, Like the
Duke of Monirose, he may be a
banker; like Lord Burghley, son of
the Marquis of Exeter and brother-
in-law of the Duke of Buccleugh,
he may be a director of a railroad,
a bank and an insurance company.

It is not, therefore, an exaggera~ -

+ tion, F think, to regard the Con-
servative Parts as in its . essence
an alliance of aristocracy and plu-
tocracy for the conirol of the pow-
er of the state....” ¢

“l turn from the House of C‘om-
mons to the government itself. Of
the War Cabinet— excluding Lord
Halifax and Mr. €asey—two memy-
bers are by birth aristocrats, while
two had, until they assumed office,
large business connections. Of Cons
servative Ministers and junior Min-
isters, two are dukes, one is a newse
paper proprietor and all of the ree
mainder have connections, either im=
mediate or indirect, with big busie
ness or -the aristocracy, the single ex«
ception be.mg the Minister of Pens
sions. ...

“Af that level of conirol where
vital decisions are taken, ship-
building .for example, we have evi-
dence from leading trade unionists
that there has been no consultas
tion with them. There has beenm, _
on the contrary, a constant stream
of complaint from labor organiza-
tions of a refusal, save in isolated '
instances, to use the skill and ex-
perience of workers. Those in con-
trol of economic policy have pretty. .
fully applied the warning of Siz
Pafrick Hannen, Conservative
member of Parliament and a leads
ing industrialist, THAT THE WAR
MUST NOT BE USED AS AN
AVENUE ALONG WHICH LA-.
BOR MOVES TOWARD EN.
-CROACHMENT' ON THE SA~
CRED REALM OF MANAGERI-
AL DISCRETION....”

“ ..The old governing class will
continue to rule Britain because
there has been no change in the owns=
ership or control of fundamental
economic power,”

pes

(The emphases in the above exe
cerpts are all ours. A further eme
phasis we want to make is that revos
lutionary socialists aim to make exs
actly .that kind of “change in the
ownership and control of fundamens.
tal economic powers” that will end
the rotten upper class rule described
by Professor Laski and which is
basically true of every capitalist
country. Ownership and control of
every nation’s economy must be in
the hands of the workers as the only
possible basis for the socialist socis
ety of peace and freedom.—Editor.)

Bosses Attack Overtime Pay

({Continped from page 1)
be done by the Administration’s or-
der is to amend at once that section
of the wage-hour law which provides
for compulsory time.and a half over-
time between forty and forty-eight
hours.”

The steady increase in prices by
official rulings of the OPA is not
inflationary. The uneofficial increas-
es through finagling and black
market manipulations are pot in-
flationary. The expenditure of 92
per cent of the national budget for

destructive war purposes is not in-
But when a better-paid -

worker earning around $40 a week,

flationary.

gets $52 for 48 hours work and nof
$48 — that is “INFLATIONARY.”
When a worse-paid worker earn-~
ing $16 a week geis $20.80 for 48
hours’ work and not $19.20—that is
“INFLATIONARY!”

Eddie Rickenbacker, self - appoint-
ed charlatan-champion of the soldier
in the foxhole and undisguised labor-
hater, has another line. He asserts:
“In times like these I do not approve
of overtime pay except for the men
in the foxholes, the swamps, the des-
erts—those making the supreme sac-
rifice.” But he is against the $25,000-
a-year salary limit because, as presi~
dent of Easterm Air Lines— THE
VALUE OF WHOSE STOCK HAS
DOUBLED IN THE LAST YEAR—
Rickenbacker does not want, his “in-
jtiative limited”; initiative being
“one of the great American corner-
stones,” presumably unnecessary for
workers, Furthermore, if a bill were
actually proposed to give “overtime
pay” to “ihe men in the foxholes, the
.swamps, the deseris"—WHICH EV-
ERY WORKER WOULD SUPPORT
—Rickenbacker would find as “good”
a reason for opposing it as he has
for fighting overtime for workers.

Plainly, the President’s order has
unleashed the anti-labor hounds, Of
course, the order was so timed as to
sgft-soap the WLB refusal to liff the
Little Steel formula to meet the in-
crease of about 10 per cent above the

formula in the cost of living. The -

worker is supposed to be content

wﬂhnmpereentwagecut—dunto_

the decreased- purchasing power of
the dollar—becdause the President's
order “guarantees” more work for
everybody—though at cut-rate wages.

‘this is obviously a fake. For in
the essential war industries—as-
pointed out above—the work week
was already forty-eight hours and
more. Still the workers were and
are unable to make fheir wages
cover ascending prices, income
taxes, wthholding taxes, consumer
taxes, war-bond purchases. The
President’s order will certainly not
help these workers,” g

Walter P. Reuther, vice-president
of the United Automobile Workers;
CIO, has raised another point—the
problem of lay-offs. He stated ihat
what is needed is a guararteed wage
eguivalent to forty hours of work.
Lay.cffs, he revealed, have been fair-
ly widespread. He cited the case ¢f
the Oldsmobile gun plant where the
workers stepped up production 500
per cent above the standards set by
the Ordnance Department. A week
later the work week was reduced
from six to five days—and a few
weeks later to three days a week.
“They made too many guns—and so
lost their earnings,” said Mr. Reuther,

The President's forty - eight«-hour
order by no means makes it com-
pulsory for General Motors or any
other employer to give all their men
forty-eight hours of work each week
—or even forty hours. The order
leaves a big loophole through which
the bosses can continue laying off
workers on the ground of maferial
shortages or what-have-you.

For the President included in hig
order the following very amb:guous
sentence:

“The chairman of the War Man-
power Commission is authorized to
establish a minimum work week
greater or -less than that estab-
lished in Section 1 of this order or
take other action with respect to
any case or type of case in which
he det:rpvues that such different
minimum work week or other ac-

- tion wonld more effectively con-
tribute to the war effort and pro-

mote the purposes of this order.”

You see that this is not really a
universal compulsory forty - eight-
hour work week-—assuming that it
were desirable for workers to be on

the job for so long a week. FOR -

MR. McNUTT HAS WIDE POWERS
CF MODIFICATION. Undoubtedly
the case of the general Motors plant
being put on a three-day week could
be amply justified as a special “type
of case"—along with justification for
putting workers and their families
on ihree days’ wages. And in other
“special” cases the work week can
be stretched to 52 (as forecast by Mc=
Nutit) or 60 or 72 hours.

Strain as one may to see anything
else in Mr. Roosevelt’s forty-eight=
hour order, nothing emerges ex-
cept the two points we have made
this week and last. It is a cover-up
to reaffirm the Little Steel for-
mula in the face of a unanimous
labor demand that it be lifted.. And
it is a “GO” signal to the boss
blitz against time and a half for
overtime,

The bosses have been encouraged

to go even further. The New York
Times would like “properly con-.

trolled piecework and other incene
tive payment systems”—in a word,
SWEATSHOPS!

The best defense against this anti-
labor attack is an offensive action.
Reuther’s idea for a guaranteed mini«
mum wage to meet the problem of
lay-offs is good. But labor leaders
will not push for this remedy unless

they are prodded by the mi]ltaney of

the rank and file,

However, this demand is hardly
enough to meet all the reguire-
ments. Labor must liff the Litile

#

Steel formula and get 2 new wage

formula escalating with the cost of

fiving. Labor must shift the war
tax burden onto the broad shoul-

- ders of the rich. Labor itself must

organize the mgphlnery for price,
rationing and “black market con-
trol. Above all, Iabor must revoke

the no-stﬂko pledge made by iis .




Re_action Grows

The gravest. danger that confronts the
workers and the poor farmers of this coun-
try is the rising tide of reaction throughout
the country, especially in Washington.
There are many signs, some related, some
unconnected,, of a concerted drive by Big
Business, reoctlonary legislators, incipient

i

to destroy the organization and gains.of all
‘labor. This .reaction not only thregtens the -
economic rights of the people, it threatens

their democratic rights. A few ‘illustrations .

will prove this contention.

The conduct of the State Department
——not that it can be completely separated
from the pollcy of the Government as ¢
whole but” as the body specifically in
charge of carrying out a policy in North
"Africa—demonstrated that it is in the
hands of reactionary conservatives, semi-
tascists and outright fascists. The deals
made with the men of Vichy, and fascists
like Peyrouton and General Nogues, have
caused the liberal world great anxiety
and the die-hard New Dealers extreme
worry. But they are not an accident.
The ideology of the career dlplomuu is
anythmg but progressive and democrat-
ie: i 4

The attempts of Secretdry Hull to live up
to his reputation of a democratic mountain-

eer from Tennessee who really dislikes'and
disagrees with = his “‘bureaucratic New

Deal” colleagues’is ludicrous. For it finds-

him stooping to the level of the anti-Semites

when, for example, in reply to a question -

by the liberal reporter for PM, I. F. Stone,
he asked whether his name was. not really .
Feinstone.

‘But it is not the State Department
alone which is the repository of reaction
"in policy and personnel. A more alarming
situation is to be found in Congress. Re-
action is rampant in the congressional
halls. Dominated' by the reactionary
bourbon Southern representatives, aided

by Northern Democrats and Republicans

alike, in cahoots with the reactionary
‘Farm Lobby—the ‘agency of the rich
farmers and the National Association
of Manufacturers—Congress threatens
the very life and exmfence of the Amer-
ican masses. : ' oy

The reelection of the noforlousiy reac .

tionary Dies Committee is another sign. of
reaction. ~ Even the bourgeois press and
many congressional leaders agree that the
Dies Committee and its publicity-crazy
chairman, Representative Martin'Dies, is a
patent disgrace. They acknowledge: that
he has used the Committee for essentially
anti-labor and reactionary purposes. They
acknowledge that the procedure followed
by the Committee is contrary to law—that
its conduct is often illegal——and that per-
sonal reports, based on 'the chairman’s
political aims and prejudices, were sent out
without Committee authorization. But this

Committee is reelected with enormous ma-

fiorities in which strong opponents of the
Texan representative vote for its extension!

in the South, there has been a revival
of the Ku Klux Klan. This fascist organi-
zation operates with extreme - freedom
and in collusion with state officials, who

fascist and outright. fascist organizations

are often the. organizers und leaders of
the hooded gangsters. Now their pur-
pose is publicly stated to be a struggle’
against organized labor and to. prevent
the union movement from being organ-
ized in the South. Who. is really behind
these people? The answer is obvious.
The industrialists and financiers in the
South, and their Northern associates who .
"are often  the '‘benefactors” of their
. Southern associates.

In the prosecution of the thirty-three
Axis'agents, we are given another illustra-

. tion of the swells of the reactionary tide.

During’the course of the trial and in the
congressional discussions on the activity of
the Department:of Justice and its prosecu-
tion in this case, William Power Maloney,
it became public’ knowledge ‘that the in-

. dicted fascist qgents were more than friend-

ly with a large .number of reactionary iso-

__lationist senators and congressmen. Fear

of what the trials would disclose led to a
drive in Congress against the activities of
Maloney and his subsequent removal from

. the trial. The reasons are obvious. Maloney

was doing a job in this case; he knew too
much. ‘It ‘was' necessary to get rid of him

- béfore the reputations of some of the legis-

lators became as ‘black as their political
and soclaI ideas.

And; se Atftorney General
+.moved William Power Maloney “up-
stairs” ‘and turned the trial over to an- .
other prosecutor. At the same time
Biddle ‘instigated action ngums{r a free
press - - LABOR Ac'rlou and The Mil-
itant. !

Biddle

‘! wr 0

More - recently we have.the case of Cap-
tain Eddie Rickenbacker, World War Hero,
and. a hero of the present one. In the case
of Rickenbacker, we:have an obvious illus-
tration of the use of a military reputation
for anti-labor purposes. Since his rescue
from the Pacific, Capt. Rickenbacker has
traveled the country from coast to coast
_with one purpose: to destroy the labor
movement to abolish its economic gains, to
destroy its democratic rights and to credfe
a schism between the workers in uniform
and the workers in the shops. .

" Labor is powerful. But it does not realize
its own strength. And its arms are bound by
its short-sighted and vacillating leaders.
For that reason, the campaign of reaction
qgamst it is ‘'gaining ground. : The labor
movement surrendered rts.strlke weapon. It
therefore has lost the most powerful instru-

ment by which it could defend its economic’

rights and the gains it achieved after years

of struggle. One by one, the economic gains. &
of labor, are being washed away in the war

economy. But it is losing ground political-
ly-——and this is, in a sense, more dangerous.
. Ldborlis not represented in Congress. But
it is also unrepresented for the most part
in the state legislatures. Thus, in the legis-

lative halls of the nation are gathered all \

the anti-labor forces ready to commit may-
hem against the workers in the shops, fac-
tories, mines and mills, and on the farms.

It was never more clear than now, that

.labor must organize itself politically. It
~.neéeds its own party—a party of labor—not

merely another parliamentary organiza-
tion, but a militant political organization
that will defend and fight for labor’s in-

terests and rights.

R

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!
1

-

defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime Jkl'mr .
ship measures! .

2, $1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Time
and a half for overﬂme, doublo llm
for Sunday and holiday work. - :

3. Wage increases to meet rising costs.
Now;eor;obfrnna'! E’qullm
for equal swork!

-4, For a greater share of the imaﬂi'us'
national income. For « higher stand-
ard of lwmg.

5. No sales tax on consumer m‘t.

tax on woges! Against forced puhn.- :

For control of price fixing and. ration-

ing by comm-llau of working elass or-

orgmunmqmn. Freeze rents and eon-
sumer goods prices at.the 1940 level to

stop the rise in the cost of ll‘_.!'ll.‘_.

7. No government contract without a/un-

| ion coniract! . The closed shop in ol
war industries! 1

6.

social services!

PAY FOR THEIR WAR! ST

2. 4 xmrnmelu levy on capitel to mer

cate oll war proﬁu! : -
0. anspt ell war mqum umia -rk--
ers’ control!
11. Expropriate the “Sixty FW%
. three. percent of the. people who asen
96 - per cent. of the npational wealth! .

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM
Agamsr. Both Imperialist W ar Cumps. For the Victory of World

Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism !

Hands off the right to strike! For the

" 16, Down with Jim Crow and enti-Semi.

: ’ 17. For full pélitical, sociol and seémomic

8. Maintain and increase all ‘”"MW'_
SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM s

the cost of the imperialist war. Conﬁa i

. DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

TO THE DRAFTEES! _

12. The right of free speech, free press and
‘free azsembly for the men in the armed
Jorees.

13. The right ‘of adlilers to vote in oll
elections.

14. The right of qﬂ youth, male or female,
“to vole a«t the age of eighteen. Old
enough 1o fight; old ‘enough 1o mrk,
old enough to vote!

15. For adequate dependemcy allowances
paid by the government with NO de-
ductions from the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM CROW!

tism! ANl discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in industry must be mode o
eriminal offense! )

equality for Negroes! -

BE PREPARED!
- 18.' For Workers’ Defense Guards, trained
+ " 'and comtrolled by the mnions, against

. wigilante and fascist attacks!
~ I8, For an Independent Labor Party and
# Workers’ Government! No political
support 'to the Roosevelt government!
20, Por Peace Through Socialism! For the

. independence of ell colonies!

o

21. Pov a World Sociglist Federation! Only
i@ socialist world will. destroy capitalist
imperialism and fascist Barban'm! 2

By HARRY ALLEN .

“Discrimination against every "race

must go!” This was ‘the keynote of *
Paul V. McNutt's speech before the .

Negro Labor  Victory, Committee

mass meeting at the Golden Gate

Casino, Harlem,. on June 23 1942

On January 12, !943 the same
Paul V. McNutt scuttled the pro-.
Jjected FEPC public hearings on
discrimination against the Neégroes
on the, railroads, .

" In this brief six-month period is
represented the very sharp retreat of
the Roosevelt Administration before
the Jim Crow bloc of reactionary
Southern congressmen and discrim-
inatory employers in the great cities,
both North and South.

Color Caslte System Remains

One need only note the abandon-
ment of the anti-lynching bill. the
anti-poll-tax law and the continu-
ance of peonage and the chain gang
in the South, to understand why the
Negro people conclude that those in
authority do not seriously intend—if
they ever did—to end the color caste
system—expressed in discrimination
and segregation. So far as the Negro
is concerned. these facts and condi-
tions, in themselves, make a mockery
of capitalist “democtacy.”

Therefore, reliance upon the gov-
ernment to effectively-or earnestly ,

‘break down Jim Crow in various- .

fields has sharply cooled among the
Negro masses. “Their general at-
titude is one of mingled cynicism,
resignation and indifference,” says
the Pittsburgh Courier. "

Does this mean that the Negro
masses have given up the-struggle
and the hope for the achievement of
their economic, social and political
rights? Quite the contrary. Only,
they are seeRing other paths.

Look to Independent Action

First, they are searching for their
own independent course, actions and
organizations to serve their ends.
They are not satisfied with promises
for the future—no matter who makes
‘the promises.

This explains the strong, militant
support at first given by great
numbers of Negroes to the March
on Washingion Movement for full
rights to the Negroes now. How-
ever, when the weak, vacillating
leadership  of the MOW side-
fracked this authentic mass move-
ment into a “go easy” policy and
dependence upon Administration
favors, the Negro masses again felt
- befrayed, and they largely aban-
~doned their support of MOW. The

Negro masses today want a mili- . -

tant movement for their riglits.

Second, the increasing trend among
Negroes is to seek either support or
a base in the organized labor move-
1ient. However, in making their ap-
peal to union labor, the Negro press
and leadership do so. with wvarying
reasons and motivations. For in-
stance, the Black Despateh (Okla-
homa City, Okla.), influential Negro
paper in the Seuthwest, editorially
says:

“Union labor needs help just now,
while more than ten millions have
been withdrawn from the ranks of
gainful employment. If the Negro
remains on the outside of union la-

bor during this period, what will be

the Negro's status later on, when ten
million - unemployed soldiers return
from foreign battlefields to again
seek their places in peacetxme avoca-
tions?”

“It ought to be’plain to every
Negro on the ouiside of an 'insane
asylum that unless Negroes now
show intelligent. and sympathetic
interest in the problems of white
labor, white labor when it returns
from the war will be justified in
lacking interest in hlack prnblems »

- Here it is necessary to note that
the Negro leadership and press gen-

erally evade or ignore the class ori-*

gins and development of Jim Crow.
Thus, unavoidably, they run info a
blind alley in attempting o interpret
and resolve the special and double
evils imposed on Negroes.

Hence, relating directly to {he

Negroes Seek New Paths
In Fight Against Jim Crow

laber movement, it must be real-
ized that 'the Negro préss is con-
trolled and directed almost exclu-

sively by the Negro middle and

upper classes who follow a poliey
snited to their particular class in-
terests and situation. Specifically,
for, instance, note the business
man’s outlook which largely per-
vades the Negro publications ev-
erywhere, However, the Negro pro-
fessional elements, because their
skills and abilities are even more
patently unused or unremunerated
thain white professionals, are more

" inclined to admit the need for, or a

combination with, unions —quali-

fied by their own class bias or in-

terests.

In the case of the Black Despatch
editorial, the attitude reflected - to-
ward unionism is not that of Negro
and white workingman joining in
common cause and organization from
a class standpoint. Rather, it is ‘@
recognition of the necessity for an
approach to-organized labor to as-
sure, if possible, some economic pro-
tection for Negroes, as Negroes, when
war jobs are done, and mass unem-
ployment and economic crisis again
convulse the country. -

The Labor-Conscious Negro

More significantly, however. there
are growing numbers of Negroes
who are calling for the complete in-
tegration of Negroes, as workers, into
the laber movement on a fully equal
basis. It is these Negroes particu-
larly who demand an end to any re-
maining Jim Crow in the labor un-
ions in the interests (1) of Negroes
as Negroes, and (2) in order that the
labor movement can most- effective-
1y combat the employing and ruling
class practices of discrimination and
segregation . against Negroes and
other minorities, and the ‘bosses
common exploitation of white and
colored workers.

It is in both these lights, there-
fore, that labor-conscious Negroes
hail the establishment of the CIO’s
anti - discrimination committee;
Philip Murray’s appointment of the
Negro, Boyd Wilson, to help ce-
ment the bonds of Negro and white
workers in the Steel Workers Un-
ion; and the efforts of the Auto
Workers and National Maritime
Unions and other umits, to get rid
altogether of any remaining Jim
Crow remnants, as symbolized, for
instance, in mixed crews in the
American Merchant Marine.

Conversely, the standing of the
AFL is low among labor-thinking
Negroes because of the AFL’s essen-

tially do-nothing policy in eliminat-

ing widespread Jim Crow in many of |
its important unions. The rebuff to,

Philip Randolph at the AFL-conven-
fion is a case in point:

Want No Jim Crow in Unions

War requirements, of _course, are
making it easier for Negroes to get
jobs. However, the bosses otherwise
are either against the hiring of Ne-

1groes or are for hiring them pro-.
! vided they can continue their estab-
" lished policy of dividing workers on

color or racial lines, and thus more
easily exploiting both white and

. black workers. r’l‘herdahma, the recent

establishment of a Jimm Crow local
‘(Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders &
Welders) in the Portland, Ore., region
only serves to convince Negro work-
ers that AFL policy follows along the
same pattern as the government and
Jim Crow employers. ]
Obviously, those Negroes who are
seeking a labor base for their protec-
tion will not for long tolerate, in this
period, a labor organization which
persists in Jim Crowing them. Nor
will they be satisfied merely by the
appointment of a Negro (Milton P.
Webster, vice-president of the Bro-
therhood of Sleeping Car Porters) as
a member of an AFL post-war plan-
ning committee. They will insist on
an end to Jim Crow NOW in the
AFL, or turn more and more fo the
CIO. -

What is mere important io ob-
serve loday is (1) the steady turn-
ing away of the Negro masses from -
a reliance on favors from above,
from the government; and (2) the

" growing ability of Negro masses to
distinguish the basic and important
from the secondary and episodic
(that is, they are laying their hopes
and foundation in labor unionism
and a working class orientation as
against Administration sops, easily
taken away—FEPC, etc.).

Administration policy more and
more shows itself as reflecting the
outlook and practices of the real
rulers of this country—the big busi-
ness interests. The Administration’s’
appeasement of, and reconciliation
with, the blatant reactionary bloc of
Southern Democratxc ‘politicians is
only an important and potent symp-
tom thereof.

Hence, even as labor must here-
after more swiftly relinquish its
faith and belief in governmental
agencies to achieve their demands
(for example, the demand for rep-
resentation on fundamentally anti-
labor bodies such as the WLB, WPB,
ete), so likewise the Negro masses
will and are experiencing the same
disillusionment with an appeasement
policy. Both Negro and white labor
are driven toward a united policy
and action by their common class in-
terests against the exploiters and. op-
pressors—the employing class.

Hit at Unions - -

(Cantinued from page 1)
mander in New Hampshire of the
American Legion. Grenville Clark.
a member of the rich man’'s law firm
of Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballan-
tine, is secretary - treasurer of this
committee—and incidentally a friend
of President Roosevelf.

Bills, like this one to. conscript
labor presumably as a war measure

~ bui_aimed at the unions; bills like

the Hobbs se-called anti- r'a.nketeer-
ing bill that would make it easy to
fake criminal prosecutions of un-
ions, and impoverish them; these
are all symptoms of the same boss
tactic. Not content with up to
2420 per cent increases in war prof-
its, they become pay-triotic pio-
neers to meetl every real or im-
agined “war emergency” with an
anti-labor measure that will pay
dividends not only for the dura-

, tion but in the post-war period as

| well. ‘

Every local union should pass a
scathing resolution stating that the
workers recognize in the Austin-
Wadsworth and Hobbs bills hidden
attacks on the unions, and protesting

noainst their passage. Labor should
#so hold meetings to demonstrate its

. protest and get public support against

such hypocritical measures.
But labor must take more funda-
mental action as well. The workers

are foolishly supporting the capital- -

ist eclass in wielding political power

_ against them. For the workers still

follow the boss parties and vote into

office the very sponsors of anti-labor

bills, .

“" Whereas, with the mighty instru-
ment of a real Independent Labor
Party based on the wunions, labor

could not only proteet its ground
but fight for new gains. And npt
alone that. For the road of class-
conscious political action leads be-
yond the bounds of an Independent
Labor Party operating within the
confinés of the capitalist system—
to 2 workers’ government and so-
cialism.

N
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KOBSTLER:
A Pathetic ‘Knight’
Who Lost His Armor

By R. Fahan

I cannot recall having read a sadder article for
a long time than Arthur Koestler’s “A Challerige

to ‘Knights in Rusty Armor'” in the New York
Times Magazine Section of February 14. Koestler
is the writer and . ex-revolutionist whose fame
rests on that exciting and provocative portrait of
Stalinist bureaucratism, the novel “Darkness at
Noon.” He writes this article frankly as a member
of the “left intelligentsia,” which, in recent years,
has abandoned its Marxist adherence in order to
support the imperialist war, but which still main-
tains a sorf of vague hope that somehow, some-
where socialism will result from the present world
mess,

Koest?ier is 1efreshmg because honest: he ad- -
mits that which has been becoming completely
apparent to the left intellectuals, but which they
have refused to admit with an unholy fear—the
war shows itself, on the-part of the Allies, as well
as the Axis, fo be nothing more than a: conserva-
tive struggle for the maintenance of the capital-
ist status quo. It is this fact which impels Koest+
ler to indulge in the weary, dispirited reflections
contained in his article.

ADMISSIONS THAT BUTTRESS MARXISM

Hé writes: “...The nearer victdry eomes im
sight, the clearer the character of the war reveals
itself as what the Tories always said it was—a Wwar
for national survival, a war in defense of eertain

conservative nineteenth century ideals, and not

what I and my friends of the left said it was—a
revolutionary civil war in Europe on the Spanish
‘pattern.”

And again: “Let us be frank; while we rejoice
over the victory of our arms, let us recognize the
defeat of our aims.”

And: “The American elections, the bur-
lesque Darlaniad, the melancholy Crippsiad
and other events make it increasingly clear
that the scales are moving moére and more to
the conservalive side, almost in direci propor-
tion to the approach of victory,... Thus, i
-nothing unexpected happens, the coming vic-
tory will be a conservative victory and lead
to a conservative peace. It will produce mno |
lasting solution of the minority problem in the
European jigsaw  puzzle. It will provide neo
cure for the inherent disease of the capltahs-
tic system.”

These are, you will readily see, some rathep
remarkable admissions, especially from one of
those who, not so long ago, were seeing a peace-
ful social revolution in England as a result of the
war and who waxed indignant with old-fashioned
Marxists who still dared speak of such things as
imperialist wars. But here, out of the mouth of one.

_of the most intelligent of these war-baby intel-

lectuals, comes the very admissions that buttress
our Marxist case against them.

Thus, if it be true that “our aims” (i.e., a betier
world) have been defeated even though “our
arms” (the Allied armies) approach victory, then
what will be the significance and value of that
victory? Koestler is not bashful about specifying
the signs that “our aims”—which were NEVER
the aims of those who control the conduct of the
war, but to which they partly paid vague lip sery-.
ice when they were in dire straits—have met de-
feat. He understands the mockery of democracy
which is the pro-fascist and anti-Semitie regime
of Darlan-Giraud-Peyrouton in North Africa; he
understands the mockery of nationsl independence
which is the British attitude toward India. 4

A MAN WITHOUT ARMOR—RUSTY OR SHINY

And yet this one-time socialist intellectual,
writing as if the very life-blood of his former
beliefs had been sucked out of him, 'still grasps
onto the slippery armor of the" imperialist cause,
even though he’ cuts his fingers and shames his
heart in doing so. And why? Because he hopes
that with victory there will come, at least, a “cer~
tain minimum of liberty, decency, security ...a
new, perhaps slightly improved, edition of the .
pre-Hitlerian old order....”

But the two phrases contradict each other,
and the second answers the first, Koestler and
his friends know that there was neither secu-
rity nor decency, and hardly enough liberty in
the “pre-Hitlerian order.” He no doubi wrote
plenty of articles in his day to prove that.
And Koestler knows that if this is all that we °
can expect from victory—“that it will pre-
vide no cure for the inherent disease of the
capitalist system”—then we musi face the
dreadful prospect of once more living through -
the same nightmare: Versailles, inflation, and
eventually the new Hitlerism and the Third
World War!

It is a sorry and pathetic spectacle, indeed, #o
watch a man like Koestler state all his disiliw
sions in public print, with the partial purpose of
berating those leftist intellectuals who, through
cynicism or naivete, still speak of the war as a:

crusade for a better world. The pro-war intellec-

tuals are acquiring a nervous political itch: their
eyes tell them that their tongues are lying.

A few, like Koestler, have the honesty #o
admit: No, it is no crusade, it is the same old
game, and there’s nothing new or wonderful to
expect. That Koestler, who has_ lived through
so many revolutionary defeats that it has be-
come part of his psychological and political
makeup, cannot see his way to return to the
socialist camp is more a maiter of pity than
indignation. He may speak of us as “knights in .
rusty armor with a2 well-thumbed handbook
of Marx-Engels quofations” which he feels are
of but “modest use on this topsy-turvy battle-
ground today” but the words we have quoted
from his article show that he has NO poﬁtml
armor, rusty or shiny.
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