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Carlo Tresca
Murdered !

On Monday, January 11, an assassin’s bullet andul the long

years spent in the service of labor by Carlo Trescs, ancuhllt, anti-
lasem, beloved champion of labor’s cause.

' Crossing the street after he had left the: oﬁlce of thé paper

Workers Party
Salutes Tresca
HMartello g (- - -
ZWest'ISthSt ot o

New York. C:fyi'L

All our com}ﬂdes are pro-

foundly shockéd at the infa-
mous murder of Carlo_Tres-
ca. Those who know his mag-
nificent record of service to
the cause of Inbor will always
stteem tha bg
the man who't
respond to thé appeal of the
oppressed and of the victims
of class justice,
our political divergences, we
dip our banner to a great
thur in ﬂm war- for. humen

.memory of
er failed to

Whatever

MAX SHACHTMAN,
Naﬂoml Secretary,

Margaret De ‘Sitver
130 West 12th: Street
New York City '

MAX SHACHTMAN.

 decades he: served ‘the

at 2 West 15th Street in New York City,
Tresca was shot to death by an assailant who jumped out of a car
end drove off before he could -be epprehended. It has not yet
been discovered who the murderer was, nor the reason, but the
indications point to the hand of a pollhccl assassin. One of the
_ best known, of Mussolini’s foes, one of the most revered anti-
fascists and anti-Stalinists among the Italion masses and umqﬁg
workers of all nationalities, Tresca’s personal and political ene-

mies were numerous.

It is impossible to record all
that Carlo Tresca did in the
_ : labor
movement here -and in his na-
tive Ttaly. Fleeing Europe. in
1904 he plunged into the life

-.of the American labor meove-
‘ment. There was hardly a strike

in the first two decades of this
century in whicl Tresca was not
a leading participant. His name
is indelibly associated with the
great textile strikes. in Law-
rence, Mass., and Paterson, N.
J., in 1912-13 — strikes which
rocked the nation. And there
were innumerable other strikes
in which Tresca worked fever-
ishly and valiantly, f
Every nemqaar reporting
the  foul  murder ~commented

that-Tresca went wherever there - * }

was trouble. That was so. And

* because he was fearless, be-

cause he went where labor was
battling, Tresca’s life was tur-
bulent. He was arrested over
thirty times on charges ranging

We are all ¢ from inciting to riot (the police
and: grieved’ term for fighting  in labor’s
an unfailing' cause) to treason. He was
vade. Our sincerest condol- beaten by policemen’s night-

He bore the marks of
(Continued on page 4)
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Three locals of the UAW-CIO have called for
a special convention.to reconsider the no-strike
pledge which is responsible for the many retreats
of labor in the past period,
President Thomas of the UAW—himself one
of those responsible for the no-strike pledge—

£ oo~ -
-t o

now states that the bosses, foremen and WLB
are all taking advantage of it- to. put it over on
the workers. - o : -

All ‘labor should foliow the exampie set by
the Flint, Brewster and Electro-Motive locals of
the UAW.

ESSIONS OPEN

Labor in 1943 Faces Squeeze

By JOHN BERNE

latter.

Post Office

Jeopardize
Free Press

lifted. -

excerpfs
. Militant - which “weré - o

the action.

and vicious!

(Continued on page 4)

Allegations_ '

In last week’s LABOR ACTION
we reported that the solicitor of the
Post Office Department had taken
steps to suspend the. second-class
mailing privileges of The Militant—
more correctly, that The Militant
bhad been asked to show cause at a
hearing t6 be held January 21 why
its mailing privileges should not be

Since *then we have recewed from
The: Militant - a. bulletin . nontaining
from. . past " issues of The
ited- by the
~Postz0Bce: Dopartment-as- “basis—-for-

We haven't the space in this issue
to list in-detail the exeerpts to which
‘the- Post: Office- tin-hats: presumably
took, objection. But you can take our
word .for it that, .if the Post Office
procedure.up to now in interfering
with “the democratic rights of The
Militant and LABOR ACTION. has
been fantastic, these “specific” alle-
gations are downright Iudicrous—

“In brief this is what the Post
Office, its solicitors, or its advisers

On Living Standard as FDR
Asks for $109 Billion Budget

As between the two messages delivered by President Rom-
velt to the new Congress, the one on the budget is far more u_d
to the worker than the one on the state of the nation. The former
—even though it deals with astronomical figures—is easier te
grasp than the obscure, meaningless, grandiose verbiage of the

For every worker knows that $109,000,000,000 taken out of
prbduction for war will mean cutting—not to the bone but to the
marrow—the production of the necessities of life. And every
worker knows that when this budget requires.$16,000,000,000 in
taxes on top. of present taxes, his pockets are the ones that wik

be picked.

A war budget of $109,000,-
000,000 for 1944 is the most
ambitious spending venture thei
any government anywhere in all
history has ever set for .itself.
It is over three times Germany's
estimated war costs for 1944
and over five times England’s
war budget. According to the
Associated Press, if the wa
costs of Germany, England, Ja-
pan, Russia, Italy, Canada are

_all added together, the $109,- .
000,000,000 budget

of the,.
USA still exceeds their come -
bined outlays by nearly $20,-
000,000.

A writer in the New York'
Sun—to bring the pr'omﬁ&d

estimates it as: an expenditum-

of "$3516 every second, e
* ty-four hours a day, Sunday and
" holidays included,” for 1943,

In other words, every second
the war will. cost almost twice
as much as the average yearly
wage in this country—over: four’
times as much as the yearly
wage of the millions of workérs
getting $16 a week—over six

times as much as the yearly

(Continued on page 4 in edit. eol)
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The Chase 'ﬁ'a{ionai s s ik
control of $4,569,496,050 of the wealth

" of ‘this country. American labor thus

has the distinction of carrying on its

‘. back the largest banking parasite in

the world.

In the three war months ending
December 31, this octopus did its
pay-triotic duty by laying hold of
$660.540,089 additional assets, bring-

 ing the' total to the -above dizzy fig-

ure.

‘Nt proﬁis ot the bank rose from
$14a,518,000 in 1841 1o $15,040.000 in
1942—mmma‘b]y to enable it to en-
dure the hardships of war. ¥

Pblson for the Many

Centxal Hanover Bank & Trust Co: et
after deducting 1942 net operat!ng-
expenses from net operating income,

has $6,047,868 in net ‘earnings.”
New York Trust Co., making the
same calculations, has a nice wad of
$3,030,393 1o the good. The bank
president -complained that this profit
is not so good on account of having
to make larger “tax reserves”l
Just a couple of ‘starving million-

aire outﬁts—-bmly making 2 living'

out of the war

-

Lehman ‘Corporation; ~bankers, in--
creased- its- wealth- inthe Yast - quars- -
ter of 1942 so that each of its shares '

. has $29.54 of assets behind i, against

$26.92 and $25.09 in the previous two
guarters.

Net' profits per share rose 68 per
cent above the previous guarter.
- In war and in peace—like all other

banks—it produces nothing, getting
its pelf mainly from tradmg in mon-
oy ang ‘in stocks and honds. '

4.

- The - - National .- City = Bank _ also
reached a record high with resources
mounting to $3,761,671,281. In the
last quarter of 1942—while - soldiers
were dying and workers sweating
and struggling—this billionaire bank
got- its. itching hands on $581, 982 854
of thrs country’s. wealth.

In those tbret\waL mpnths lts. back-
log .of undistributed pmﬁts swelled
to $23,783,450 from $21,391, 723 at ‘the
end of September.

In the self-sacrificing war year
1942, National City pulled in ifs belt
by increasing its resources by .16-2/3
per cent and its undistributed profit

by 33-1/2 per cenf, - -

M = -

'm the mdustrlal cupltallsts—have now bean made pubhc. They show that the banks also are makmg money hcnd over fust

5.

. The Bankers Trust Co. has stowed
away $40,171,788 in undistributed
profits,” having ificreased its rainy-
day reserve by $1,691,887 in three
war months.
) & il Trust Co. gathers to its
busom $1, 576,655 in 1942 profits—af-
ter the custgmary deductions of ev-
erything its lawyers and accountants
consider rleductible Every stock-
holder thus “earned” $78.85 on each’
share. Bécause of the shortage of la-
‘bor., the stockholdeérs probably clipped
their own coupons this year.

6.
Federal Reserve Bank of New
York * reports largest “earhings”

since 1940. Net profits mounted to
$4,568,000 compared to $3,302,000 in
1841—a gain of 38 per cent in one.
war year.

The stockholders of the Federal
Reserve Banks are themselves banks
which—as indicated in the preceding
columns—have their own very sub-
stantial fleshpots.

Their respective shares in the war-
time pickings of the Federal Reéserve:
will be another contribution . ’no their
respective “war chests.”

In contrast to the war profits of banks and capitalists, here is a summary of the hard wartime xcondlhons of the workmg masses who are paying for the world explosmn of
capitalism with their dollars, their health, their homes, thelr lives. -

1.

Wages are frozen to workers, and
workers are frozen to jobs while the
cost of living rises by 15 per cent,
by; 20 per cent, by 25 per cent, hy—
who .can tell how high? The 16,000,
000 workers in this country getting
iéss than $16 a week are included in
t.ho wage freeze. ‘

ngthsrank

m,. ngd}e g:m-tsimke “pledge dh .
62 which both bosses and WLB
% iz advantage—bosses, ignor-
m‘ sorkere mmces “and WL‘B,’

sunmiz' indefinitely,

mmecomuisr’-rm *0'.-'_

! "o—agamst labor..

P

The price of milk is raised 20 per
cent, of wheat flour 10 per cent. The
shock of these boosts is not ab-
sorbed when OPA orders higher céil-
ings on butter, fresh .fruits, cheese,
poultry and other foods. The farm
bloe presses for. still higher prices.

Shortages are gevious. The black
wharket does better day by day. Gyp-
Ping“on quality grows. The profit
“motive ~in “the - productisn ‘of food

“will“7esult in widéspread saalautri.

tun nnd hungea-

e isnte A

" Binice 1940 the number of ‘taxpayers
leaped from 4,048,619 to 26,900,000,

« Thus 22,851,381 low income families, .
“formerly exempf, now pay taxes:

" The ' income tax reaches down to

a $500 yearly pittance and the vic-'

tory tax is slapped- on, starting at
‘$624 "2 year. As consumers the
wwknamhxe&onalonghs"of

' cummod&ﬁes-

Cﬁm:ammﬁstorams&s,m

"mmmmtms—emwoent

‘{nerease - above ‘the present “fax -bur-
den. Workers will be- redticed to
paupers while ‘the financial state-
ments of banks and industrialists

_will -continue-to show progress.

1.

/
The . speed-up -in: production . has.

made @ shambles: in the factories.
From Pearl Harbor to November 15,

1942, 44,500 workers: were killed -on.

the job. Also 3,800,000 have been in-

© jured —-many permanently. War

profits flow:on .a river of blood of
civilians and soldiers a_l_i_ke. -,
:Many.. war workets Ive im:appal-

« ling surrouniditigs, slesping in' shiifts -
--mthamehed-—oru&usbuxcans

'!:taﬂeﬁ- Condxﬁ.oas for. ep.{damacs

5.
. Labor . léglslatmn protecting worn-

; en.and children is autocratically sus-

pended, Night work and overtime
are taking a heavy toll. Especially
pathetic is the plight of the child-
workefto which barbarous practice
this counh'y bas réturned.

-Amrlafehvwdmﬁgfannwbrk
collapsése-tieart failute, , A bayef
zmenmwmmmaw
faschine he knows. uething sboyt In

.ala!mdrylbayofqrh&hhasana:m

torn off by a mangling machine, War
profits also-come. h»cma such human.
tragedms. :

6,

Child delinguency rose 20 peér cent
in 1942. Adolescent girls, taught: by
popular song mot to say “No to.a
soldier,” are—fo their great misfor-
tune—learning the facts of life,

Growing boys, to whom “fo. be
tough”” is presented as ‘the. !nghast
mérality, become ra.ud;da!as
cride. .
KU o

(e =

school - facilities; by ﬂ:e~ ohsihg uf'-'
colleges, by prostituting “education”:
to the uses of war—alt for the-greater
profit-of the class to«wl'&ch hehmﬁ
Chase National Bank.

Rocder, will you now turn to the editorial page of this paper to read the ““Workers ‘Party Platform” at the boﬁom of. thc pugo? Suwhcl- you thmk of it in fhe hght ofﬂu
qbove mntrust between the war pmperrty of the capﬂalls!- class ‘and the war burdens of the: workmg class.

SEERE SR
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Zmofze in Revolt

News from the Socialisi emnp

THE NORTH AFRICAN COMEDY: s:coNo ACT

In North Africa two different bat-
tles are being waged right now, One
is the fight of the Allies against Ger-
many in Tunisia, but the other, as-
suming major proportions, is the
fight raging between English and
American imperialism on whose in-
fluence is going to. predominate in
North Africa. Both freely use their
different French protagonists—French
generals are rather cheap on the
market, Both sides claim that they,
of course, pursue the only policy

. beneficial ‘to the United Nations. But

there js no hiding the fact that a
war within the war is raging.

At the beginning America had a
clear advantage. It was mostly Am-
erican troops that landed in North
Afriea; the original deal with Dar-
tan was made through American offi-
cers- But, in the meantime, there has
heen a slight change.

Parlan was sssassinated. There
1s sfill no indication by whom.
Roosevelt issued a statement only
a few hours affer the fatal shoot-
ing that the assassin was a com-
moen criminal and should be tried
sccordingly. No such announce-
ment has been forthcoming from
London.. . It Jooked as if the Eng-
fish wsre rather pleased by this
elimination of Darlan, Not because
Darlan was a fasoist, but for the
mmple reason that he war the chief

pillar of American influence as
against the -English. Were the as-
sassin 2 fascist, this faol would
have been published immediately.
It is therefore possible that he was
3 de Gaullist-... De Gaulle is very
much in favor in London.

In thé first weeks only American

Army authorities and Robert Mur-
phy,
dealt with the Darlan clique. Now
the English have appointed a spe-

cial representative to North Africa .

who carries cabinet rank.

In a nutshell, the North African
war describes the character of this
and future campaigns. First was the
invasion, then the dealing with the
reactionary semi-{ascist clique of
Vichy officers and the complete dis-
regard of the avowed democratic

aims of the Atlantic Charter. No

self-determination, no freedom Now
we gee the second stage wherein the
Allied nations quarrel among them-
selves. There is liftle doubt on the
outcome of this fight. Churchill is
in a very unfavorable position. Am-
erican preponderance has been more
marked every day since the sfarting
of this war. With all his desperate
defense of the British Empire,
Churchill cannot make us overlook
the fact that his empire is doomed,
no matter what the outcome of this
fight 'will be. :

GIRAUD—HOW DIFFERENT IS HE FROM DARLAN?

A Bwiss paper recently remarked
that it was rather astonishing that
the most resctionary of all top lead-
eys of the French army, 2 man whom
aven Daladier wanted several times
to discharge, was the one who went
over to the camp of the democracies
Byt there is nothing so very eston-
ishing in this, It is just another il-
lustration of the fact that rulers are
very indiscriminating in their choice
of allies and stooges.

Giraud as a politician is much less
astute than Darlan. He is an old
school military man whose major
prineiple is that a country is just an
annex of an army, 2 kind of neces-
sary evil, The country should be
governed by the army caste; a resl
citizen is the citizen in uniform-——all
the others are second rate and should
not have any real significance.

It is obvious that there will be
yery little change in the internal
regime of North Africa In faot
Jthere is practically ne alternative.
"Arthur Krock of the New York
Times recently pointed out that the
snly realistic sliernative to » Gi-
raud or Darlen regime in North
Africa was a revolt of the natives
and -3 granting of indcpendence te
them.. This is obviously not quite
the iniention of the United Na-
tions. But this aliernative, once
raled out, no other remains.

North Africa is run by an immense
military apparatus. This is the only
stable influence guaranteeing “order”
ag against the natives, In Tunisia and
Algeria there is a rather numerous
Eurepean peopulation which had ip
pre-war times a political life which
more or less closely resembled the
political life in the motherland. But
this element is neither stable nor nu-

merous enough fo provide the basis
for any other form of political set-up.
Deals with the governing clique for
the maintenance of peace and order
and the quelling of every attempt of
the natives to take their destiny into
their own hands is obviously ' the
pattern. It does not really matter so
much if the “natjves” are white or
black —the important thing is to
have an apparatug at one's disposal
which can at any given time be uti-
lized against insurgents,

So the only possible alternative
to Giraud is de -Gaulle, But he
plays the English role right now.
De Ganlle's evolution in recent
times §s very amusing. He shows
his “liberalism” and “democratic
ideslogy” more and more ostenta-
tiously. His social-democratic va-
lets stated quite openly some
months ago that there should be =
oertain period of time with de
‘Gaulle ag dictator of Frange—of
course a very bepevolent dictator,
and only a temporary one: Bul de
Gaulle, frustrated in his alms by
the deal with Darlan-Giraud, is
putting on a show a5 & great demo-
orst whose foelings have been hurt
by the absence of a parllamentary
regime in North Africe. g
Who believes these people’s werd
any more? There is no prinecipled
difference between de Gaulle and
Giraud except that the one belongs
to the "ing” and the other to the
“outs,” If de Gaulle is so very anx:
ious te establish parliamentary re-
gimes, why does he not start in those
former French colopies which he
now dominates? He has in that a

splendid opportunity. But these
gentlemen are “democrats” only for
public effect, Europacus.

representative of Roosevell,

A Leiter from a Rculroad Worker

Cites Earnings of Railroads.as Proof that Campaign for Better Conditions Is Needed

Dear Sir and Brother:

I was very interested in Brother
Harry Allen’s article on railroad
profits and wages in the December
21 issue of LABOR ACTION. But
there is one statement with which I
disagree, and I would like to say a
few words about it. That statement

is “the problem of the other rail -

workers is to aim for the standards
achieved by the brotherhoods.”

Before this statement, Brother Al-
len quotes statistics to the effect that
passenger engineers average $3,650
yearly, freight engineers $3,237, and
all men in train and engine service
$2,600 per year. Now I don't know
much about the statistics, but even
if these figures are correct, there is
a ‘story behind them wh:ch your
readers should know.

1. When men in the train and en-
gine service hear workers discussing
maintaining the forty-hour week
they wonder what the hell they are
talking about. "We get overtime
(time and a half) for everything
after eight hours on any particular
day, but no time and a half or dou-

ble time for the sixth day or seventh
day. Thus it usually happens that
men work seven days a week (fifty-
six hours) without making a min-
ute's overtime.

2. In the Oakland yard alone the
Bouthern Pacific is working .over
one hundred yard engines, three
shifts a day, seven days a week.
(Only this week, due fo a seasonal
drop in business, several jobs have
been put on a six-day basis), On
most of these engines the pay
ranges from $6.83 o $6.95 a day for
firemen, and up to $8.53 for engi--
neers. There is no bonus pay for
swing shift or graveyard shift. A
fireman working s midnight switch
engine thus makes $18.65 a week,
for fiffy-six hours. All holidays are
worked at straight time.

3. On the road, it is frue, a man
can make more money. During one
two-week period on the extra list I
made $155. A good wage? Sure—but
look what I had to do fo get it. I
worked 156 hours and forty-five min-
utes (seventy-eight hours a week).
I was on call all the time, which

Brewster Wor_kers Voice Resentmoﬂl’
Against WLB Decision at Meeting

Over 3,000 Brewster workers af-
tended the meeting of their Local 385
(UAW) to hear the decision of the
WLB in their long drawn ont dispute
with the company.

President DeLorenzo read the de-
cision fo the membership and in-
formed them that it was far from
satisfactory but that it was a dir-
rective order and very litile could
be done by the union at the present
time. Nevertheless if the board does
not reclassify the workers according
to proper classifications, the unjon
leadership pledged itself to open up
the struggle once again.

_Metion to Rejeot

A motion to reject the WLB deci-
sion was made from the floor and
the speaker motivated it on the
ground that the WLB decision not
only gave the workers nothing: but
its formulations permitted even great-
er inroads in destroying pregent clas-
sifications,

Another speaker who spoke in fa-
vor of the motion to reject the WLB
decjsion showed in detail that the
WLB gave nothing except what the
cempany had been willing fo give

in-the-first- place, and that the rec-
ommendations of the WLB were

identical with the original position
of the-company. He stressed the rls-
ing cost of living and the WLB's at-
titude toward it. He called upon the
local to bring its recently adopted
program into action by rejecting the
dacision, demended that R. J. Thom-

ag, national president of the UAW, -
resign from the WLB and asked that .
the union immediately open direct

negotietions with the company.

Thunderous applause and cheers
greeted this speech. Veteran ob-
servers claim that it was the greai-
est ovation given any speaker in
this upion. ¥t expressed the feel-
ing and wishes of every rapnk and
file worker in the plants.

Attempts by some of the officials
of 'the Union to talk against this
speech were met by hissing and in-

terruptions by the membership, be-
cause the members correctly felt that
it was “their” speech that was being
attacked.

DeLorenzo Promises Action

*President DeLorenzo finally quieted
the membership by saying that this
was only the beginning of the fight.
Meetings on the reclassifications have
already begun with the WLB neutral
arbitrator and will be over in a few
weeks. The union will not accept
just any decision. And here DeLo-
renzo repeated, in stronger language
than before, that if the decision is
not to the union’s liking, Brewster
workers will go into mned:ate ac-
tion.

'.I!'llo President’s speech, following
the executive beard’s militant
leadership in the recent . “shop
movement,” was enough reason for
most of the members to vote
against the mofion to reject the
'WLB - decision. The motionp was
defeated by a two to one majority,.
But it was clear fo all that every-
body was voting for militant aetion
it the reclasgifications are not as
originally dtawn up,. f

The wunion agreement w;th the
company expires on Janusry 31 and
the company:has already potified the
union that there wre a number of
changes that they wish to make in it
The union agreement is one of the
best in the country and the company,
in its all-out offensive against the..

union, ~will- attempt to- weaken - it -
through a: new agreement.. . . :
This isran additional reason w‘hy

the union must fight to get every
worker the classification he is enti-

tled to. I the board refuses to do .

this the unjon must take it into its
own hands, -For unless it' does’ this
the expiration date of the agreement
will find a demoralized and apathetlc
membership, The company will seize
this opportunity and capitalize on it
handsomely. These are facts obvious
to every union-minded militant in
the Brewster plants.

means that even when off duty I had
to stick close to the phone so as not
to miss a call. Eleven mghts out of
the fifteen I did not sleep in my own
bed and five out of these eleven I had
to sleep in a hotel in some jerk town.
All road expenses (hotel and food)

* came out of my own pocket. A round

trip on the road costs at man at least
four dollars—usually five—and a

- large number of men areont.heroad

all the time,

t.liinrloﬂuithetopmssenﬁer.
and Yreight jobs are damned good

jobs, hoth for firemen and engi- -

neers. Right now a fireman e¢an
work® up in seniority to where he:
can hold .chain gang . (pooled
freight list) in about a year on my
division—but msually it takes three
to five years. Most firemen hiring:
_out now will never be passenger
_engineers —they won't live that
long. i i

All I want to say is, don’t let the
statistice fool you into thinking that
fmen in the engine and train service
are “aristocrats of labor.” If freight
engineers really do average $3,237 a
year they probably work about 500
days a year to get it (figuring the

‘second eight hours in any one day

as a day and a half), ‘' If you could
sea some of the old hogheads, sixty
and sixty-five years old, working
twelve to sixteen hours a day, six to
seaven days a week for months on
end so as to meet their road ex-
penses and come out ahead., you
wouldn’t think theirs is 'a condition
‘for the rest of the railroad men to
alm at.

Ag to the brotherhoods—sure they
have improved our conditions. Wages
in engine service used to be $1.50 a
day, and at that time there was no
overtime after eight hours nnd no
sixteen-hour law to prevent the
railroad bosses from working the
men twenty-four and even forty
hours without rest. But the: trouble
with the brotherhoods is that they
think too much of the men with a
lot of seniority who can hold good
jobs and too little of the engineers
and firemen and switchmen working

the lousy midnight switch engines,
sometimes away from home yards
for months at a time.

This time, as they did the last,
they are asking for a blanket 30
per cent increase in wages. Such
a demand is always countered by
the type of boss propaganda which
Brother Allen quotes—about the
biz wages of passenger hogheads.
Of conrse we would all welcome a
big increase in our basic rate—and
we sure need it, But what is need-
ed especially is a large increase in
the switoch-engine rate; a 10 per
cent differential on affernoon and
a 15 per cent differential on mid-
night shifts; and a demand that the
railroads - either pay away from
home expenses or furnish DECENT
‘food and lodgings for .the men
working away from home.

. I don’t mean to criticize Brother
Allen’s article, “which iscorrect on
its general -proposals. I-know that
bad as our conditions are, the condi-
tions of the non-operating brothers
are even worse. But let’s not advige
them to aim at our miserable condi-
tions—but sll railroad men together
fry to get the conditions such as
have been won by the brother long-
shoremen and shipyard workers.
Thig we can only do by standing to-
gether and fighting like they have

‘fought in the past—and regardiss of

what particular organization we may
happen to belong to. If we do that
we can win decent wages and work-
ing conditions now-—and then we
can go on to take over the rallroads
and run them ourselves for our own
benefit and that of all the working
men.

We have been running them for
years, we know how to run them—
only the coupon-clippers have been

making the profits out of our work.

But' the first thing we have got to
learn to do is to get active in our
unions—to fight in them for a real
fighting program against the bosses
and.for a program of “all -for one
and one_for all” regardless of what
service we may be in. : ..
Rallroad Fireman.
Oakland, Calif.

Cleveland Transit Commission Tries
Steal--Workers Can Resist Scheme

By BILL O'DAY

CLEVELAND = Members of the
Transit Commipsion sent up a trial

“balloon last week,. through. the  col-
‘umns of the press, to see how the

already - havassed Cleveland worker
would yeact to another kick in the:
mu--tnd poeketbnok. ’

.'The new . plan to blul ‘the vic-
tory-taxed, food-iaxed, sales-iaxed
and super-taxed worker here fakes
form as “reconsideration of the
fare structure now prevailing on

“ the Clty Tronpslt. System” In sim-

ple language, it means the -abol-
ishing of the weokly pass.-

- About ten years ago the pass sys-
tem was introduced to ‘“stimulate”
bus and trolley car riding. By pur-
chasing a pass for $1.25 the rider is
entitled, with two exceptions, o ride
on any line at any time during the
lite of the pass, As the fare for a
single ride is 10 cents, this repre-
sented a real saving for those who
used the iransit lines,

In 1938 officials of the Cleveland
Railway Co. figured the workers

were rich enough to pay the full

fare and abolished the pass sys-
tem. The working men and wom-
en of Cleveland stayed away in
large uumhers. ‘the transit yeve-
nue declined ‘steeply and the pess
was reintrodoced.

The new attempt to do away with
the paper i5, to put it mildly, a bare-
faced attempt at robbery. “We've
got them over a barrel, hoys" the
proponents of this plan erow. With
gas rationing, current riders are not
in a posltion to desert cars snd buses
and go back to driving thelr own
ears to and from work,

In Cleveland, however, a union
town with. militant union tradi-
tions, officials have a great deal of
respect for the militancy of the
workers, with the result that part
of the officlaldom is uneasy at the
prospect of stirring up a hornet’s
nest and advise retention -of the

RAeaders of.

Wants Investigation
Of Butter Shortage

Dear Editor:

7 am writing to you in regard to
the butter situation. I haven’'t had
any butter at all for over three
weeks. The papers print avticles
from time to time claiming the gov-
eypment gays we have butter short-
ages because the armed ferces need

so much. This is a8 very flimsy ex-
custe and, according to this clipping
I am enclesing, it is an out-and-out
lie. This clipping is from the Buffalo
Evening News. There is another an-
gle to this subject of the armed forces
needing ALL the butter. These sol-
diers, when they were home and ci-
wilians ate butter, and food just the
same, o why does it take so much
MORE for them just because they
are soldiers? If the soldiers aren't
receiving butter and the civilians
either, I wish the ggvernment would
ve us an explanation as to just

' WHERE 1S THE BUTTER which

BELONGS TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE. I dop't see how the gov»
ernment officials, er rathdr bureau-
crats, think they can put ever these
vicious lies and wmisrepresentations
on the intellizent American peeple.
‘Mrs. D.L.M.

~P.§~] hope you could print this
in your peper so when the offiejals
who held this paper at the paest
office for investigation ean read it,
and put in their time investigating
samgthing more to the benefit of the
American people == THE BUTTER
SHORTAGE.

Buftale, N. ¥.
°

Discusses Control
Of Rationing

Dear’ Editor:
As a result of the. war, t?;e effort

; u tnias ade o eut down the pyo:

on of cousumm: oods, mch

- gywter, This

items as food, clothing, housing, eic.,
in order to release materials and la-
por for war purpeses. The capital-
ists, being a small minority of the
population, de not econsume more

- thap a small part of the consumers'

goods produced in the country. Be-
gides, since they are ip contro] ef
things, they will fry to arrange it
#0 that all the sacrificing of living
gtandards is dome by the workers,
while the eapitalists continue their
Juxuries as ysual.

Varipus messures arve being used
by the capitalists and their govern-
ment to squeeze the workers' stand-
ard of living down as far as possible,
such as taxes, bonds; etc, to take
away purchasing power; controlled
price rises such as the OPA has been
doing to reduce the amount of ne-
cessities workers can buy, by con-
stantly raising price ceilings on
foods, ete.; and now rationing.

Althaugh the gevernment says that
vatiening will _act to . distribute
searce goods equally to all, and this
is the way it appears on the surface,
in reglity it is a means tg gqueeze
down the workers' living standard
still further, Accerding to the an-
neouncement, of Wickard and Hender-
son last week, soups and juices in
very large containers, ten pounds er
more, are exempt from rationing.
This will enable the rich, who ean
afford to buy large eontainers for
preparing sumptuoug meals at which
they entertgin society, to escape any
restrictions, In addition, restaurant

- gustomers will not have to give up

any ration coupons for meszls eaten
at a restaurant. Regtaursnts are sup-
posed fo bs controlled by the guota
means that there will
be a rush fo eat in restauranis, so
that they will probably have to es-
tablish a system of reservations in
advanae, such 25 obtains in England
and Germany. It is sasy to see that
restaurants will give preference in
these reservations to those with ade-
quate money.” Thus we see that de-

: provision s made to permit
el et e ususes

S R I IS SN ARG S T

Tabor dction J

as usual. And, finally, if anything
extra is st{ll desired, there is the
black market, which will surely
grow, judgipg from European expe-
rience. Such a black market in eon-
sumer goods for the rich will enjoy
a "semi-legal existence, being pro-
tected- by the very officlals who are
supposed to suppress it (remember

‘the politicians and bootleggers in the

days of prohibition),

As you point out, workers not get-
ting enough wages to buy the ra-
tioned foods will not benefit from the
new rationipg scheme. The effest of
this scheme on the better paid werk-
ers and middle ¢lass elements will
be to lower their living standards
The big capitalists will not be hurt.
The only “progressive” effect of the
scheme will be to share the misery
among the workers by preventing
temporary shortages in some regions
and surpluses in others.

Rationing by the capitalist govern-

ment, like its price coptrel, is 2

weapon against the workers. On the
other hand, rationing under the strict
control of committees of workers,
farmeis and housewives would real-
ly see to it that no one, eapitalists
inoluded, gets more than his egual
ghare of scarce products, The all-im-
portant question is: By whom is the
rationing done? As long as ration-
ing is controlled by the hosses, the
working class must continue to de-
mand higher pay; better rations and
lower prices.
Yours for LABOR &CTIONi :
M.W.
[

Dissects Cynical .
Views of Schuyler

Dear Editor:

George §. Schuyler, coluintst for
the Pitisburgh Courier, a national
Negro weekly, is a very remarkable
man. He manages ‘to combine a keen
am}yalg of the Negro's situatiop _in
the United States and of the. .war on

the one hand, with utterly opportu-
nist, “practical” politics on the other.
This by itself would not, of eourse,

be unigue in an age of epportunism

and unpringipled allisnces. But in

one respect, at least, Mr. Behuyler

stands in a elass by himself. He is
mors outspeken, in a manner more
open and forward, and at the same
time also more cypical than the rest
of the liberal middle glaps intsllec-
tuals,

In a pecent column he writes:

“Currently I am enjoying the
embittered and_disillusioned yam-
mering of the ljberal intellectuals
like Pear! Buck who are just now
discovering that this war ‘has
ceased to be a fight for freedom.””

Of course, Mr. Schuyler was aware

of this faet all along.

“0Of course this war has mnot
‘ceased to be a fight for freedom’
because it nmever was such s fight
except in the minds of the easily-
deluded - wishful - thinkers hypno-
tized by gelden-voiced politicians
into believing some noble -crusade
was on.”

And, what is mere, he had vmcgd
his opinjon on this subjaet hefore in

. his column.

“Pittshurgh Courier readers were,
of course, less npive begause they
have been kept informed about the
cause tml diroction et wotld
even

He also understands the colored
mvle's stake in this war,

“Y do pot expect to sea the Af-
ricans and Asiaties untethered and
permitied to work ot their own
destlny in their own way. after the
Axis has been defeated, ] do not
expect to see Jim Crowlsm and
color diserimination ended when
the United States inevitably comes
fo rule the world." .

As these quotations prave, Mr.
Schuyler is not an ordinary eolums.
nist. He sees clearly certain ines-
oapable facts about the war,

But Iat s ow, look at ihe con-

%
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glusions he draws from this analy-
sig. Degpite the fact that this is not

.8 “Aght for. freedom,” despita the

faet that the colored peoples and, by

implication, all workers, have no

stake in this war, Mr. Schuyler finds
that!

“The war...is perfecily all right
with me becanse I prefer Allled io
Axis rule, and so do almest all
other Amerioans.”

And then, further on, he sayw

“The vast masses of the werld
are going to be ruled by some great
power. Let us stop chasing rain-
bews and make surg that that
power is Uncle Sam and not the
unholy alliance of Germania, Ifalia
and Nippon.”

Schuyler, who has no fa®%k in the
revolutionary class of tomorrow,
(“The vast masses are going to be
ruled by some great power") ealcu-
lates with no longer existing factors.
He expects the United States (mean-
ing Yankee imperialism) “inevitably”
to rule the warld, He has not yet
lparned that there is nothing, abso-

lutely nothing, which can revifalize |

capitalism, He says that he wants
to stop chasing rainbows. But is it
not chasing rainbows, so far as the
masses are concerned, to support po-
litically any of the great powers in
this war? = )

Thus the sophisticated know-it-all,
the man whe can say “I told you so”
to Pearl Buck and others, finds him-
self, objectively and cynically, in the
same camp as Hearst and Browder,
Sikorski and Churchill

Arthur,

Aslﬁs Atrontlon to
White-Collar Worker

Dear. Editor:.

1 have long been
the Jabor movement and its fight for
.economic . emancipation, . but I am
only recently a new subscriber to

sympathetic with

I._ABOR ACTION. My work has been, . .

in the accounting fleld (a white-col-
lar job, of course) for nine years
which, T am sure, must inspire great
sympathy from you, as no group is
more underpald, unerganized and
undefended am -the - whitE-mllar
clerks;

To a large extent this group must
blame jtself for its own condition,
for most offlce weorkers mistakenly
identify thelr interests and destiny
with management rather than with
the workers, Yet I think the labor
organizations could do pomething to
arouse them to an awareness of their
being taken for a grand bungh of
stooges and suckers by the hopsses.
In overlooking this exploited group,
labor is losing-a lot of potential sup-
porters while leaving the field wide
open tp management jndoctrination.

How about a good article oms this
subject in the neayr future? R.6.

Buffalo, N. V.

L ]

(We promise an article on the
white-collar worker.—Editor.)

Cleveland i
Jobs Frozen
For 275 000

War Workers

By BR. LEONARD

CLEVELAND — Two hundred snd
seventy-five thousand workers were’
frozen io their jobs last week by
order of the local War Manpower
Commission. The Cleveland freezing
follows similar orders. in Detroif,
Youngstown and Louisville.

By the terms of this latest “freeze,”
Cleveland workers are kept from:
leaving their jobs in search of & bet-
ter one except with a “statement of
availability” from the boss. In cases
where the worker is not employed sé
his highest skill, or is working parte
time, or is working at wages cone
siderably lower than those prevails
ing in the industry,-he may apply
for a release from his boss. If the
boss doesn't give it to him; he can
appeal to the WMC. While the work~
er'is waiting for the red-tape to un-
tangle itself, he must stay on his job
or his appeal will not be heard.

The order affects not only those
in war plants, but also workers in
transportation, public utilities, agri-
culture, food processing, etc. These
groups, on the whole, are lower paid
than war-plant workers. For exam-~
ple, a worker in the large Swift &
Co. meat packing plant here is frozen
under the order. He earns around
$25 a week, from which 10 per cent
is deducted for war bonds and 5 per
cent for the victory tax. He has a
wife and two children to support.

Such workers, before the freezing
order, were trying 16 get higher.-paye

" ing jobs in war plants, or raises from

their bosses by threatening to leave
their jobs. ‘Now ‘slich workers, their:
wages frozen; jobé #fozen and vlctors‘
taxed, are slaves to' “their jobs.

The order will furﬂur have the
effect of driving back inte low-
paying, unorganizéd shops workers
whe have quit such ‘shops before
the freeze order went into effect.
This reporter witnessed a typical
scene in the USES office 2 day after
the order was reéleased. A young
girl attempting to be placed on a
war job was told by’ the interview-.
er that she mubi’oblain a “state-
ment of availability” from her last

employer, Otherwise she could not -

get a job in another war plant or
in non-war indusiry.

If the employer refuses the girl a
release, she has the choice of remains
ing unemployed or returning to her
old low-paying job, where she will

‘be frozen for the duration. %
" The obvious-purpose and net-re- =~

sult of this order will be to keep

wages at their present level Yet it -

was voluntarily agreed to by repre-
sentatives of the AFL and CIO here,
who did not stop to get the opinion

or vote of the 275,000. workers afs .-

fected.
Worker,”

The

C"United  -Automobile -
in trying to sell the War -

Manpower Commission order to .«

members of the UAW, lsts as the

most important yédssw for support ="

ing the order that “It minimizes the. :
possibility of drastic labhor freeze
legislation which foes of labor have

been advocating and are still advos -

cating.” In other words, these labor =
freezing,

* bureaucrats voluntarily agree to job :
“which fees of labor advo-
-cate,” - rather -thamsput .up an nll-m:t

fight against it.  ::000 - i

oy

Writes a subsoriber: “In these- dm
labor must be well informed merg °
than ever before. I find peopls mere
receptive to read and disoumss social-
ism who ridionled the thought enly
six months ago. To back up my siste-
ment, I enclose check o sover sube
gcription as moted.”

[ Y
The following subs were recsived

during the past two weeks
BUFFALO ...

New York City
Detroit
Bronx
Chicago
Philadelphia e

Total . ...
Audlasddiuoaweunrgportn
bundle arder incresse frem our
Clevaland agent.

gluuﬁu-a-.g

Introductory Offer
LABOR ACTION R

114 WEST 14th STREET
New Yeork, N. Y.

SIX MONTH SUBSCRIPTION ZSQ!
Address
P r >
: City
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Mr. Witherow:

of milk for every Hottentot.”

interesting is that second sentence.

into Afriea.

A Letter to the President of the
Nat’]l Association of Manufacturers

Atewweeksagoyousmdmaspeechthat“!mnotma!dngsuns
or tanks to win a ‘people’s revolution’ I am not fighting for a quart

No one, of course, could possibly accuse you of fighting for a peo-
ple’s revolufion or for anything else for the people, but what is most

The Hottentots—by which phrase you mean the peoples of Africa—
have had some contact with the capitalist civilization of which you are
a spokesman. They have had some rather unpleasant experiences with
that capitalist civilization whose virtues you so frequently extol. Your
British imperialist partners have brought to the Hottentots slavery in
the mines of South Africa and Kenya.
learned the blessings of your civilization—via the whip and the lash.

Your Belgian brothers have also brought certain capitalist improve-
ments to the Congo—again via the whip and the lash. Your French
counterparts have imported ejvilization to North Africa—and again vie
the whip and the lash. And your Ifalian likenesses brought even
greater improvements to Ethiopla—tanks, flame throwers, mortars,
dum-dum bullets, poison gas: all of them specimens of the advaneed
stage of the capitalist civilization of the West.

The natives of Africa have had all of these trademarks: of your so-
ciety brought to them—like it or not. Trench mortars and chattel sla-
very, dum-dum bullets and the twelve-hour -day in the mines, the whip .
and the lash, the stealing of the land on the imposition of the white.
man's “superiority”-—all thiz has been imported by capitalist society

(Now we ask you, Mr. Witherow, in all humility, if your society
could bring all these wonderful things to the Hotteniots and their
brothers, why in hell can't it also bring them a quart of milk a day?

There the Hottentots have

Washinglon Letler.

By PETER DANIELS, |
What are the United Nations? What
will they be when the. war ends?.

These are not mepely . academic.
themes of skeptical.igtellectuals, but .
are the toplc of.disgussion among

the leading stabemeq ln Washmgtou
and London today.

The laiter are _.pany,lpoqd that the
United States will be the leading
world power after the expected
wictory over Germany and Japan.
But how far will British imperial-
ism be able to survive as an inde-
pendent power? What is going to
happen to the former British-Duich
rubber monopolyZ:, Whoe will own
the Dutch East Indies? Who will
control the former British con-
trolled tin mines? And what role
will Europe play?

British statesmen seem reluctant

to commit themselves at present.
_ about their post-war position. It is -

ohvious that under present conditions

British imperialist interests -are-not.
in a-{avorable bargaining -position.

They may. however, expect to obtain
better ‘teyms in an eventual deal

with “the United States. After the.

war, the .post<war. rivalries .among
the world powers which survive the
war, together with the darger of so-
eigl revolutions, may. compel Amer-
ican interests to compmmlse wnh
Great Britain.

The Trend of Thought

It seems that thé American gov-
ernment is trying to obtain definite
post-war agreement with the British
government on ‘the .control of world
markets and world.economic key po-
sitions formerly. controlled by Great
Britain before 'the war ends: Little

is known about suchhegotiations and -
.still less can be discussed under-con- -

ditions of wartime censorship. Bul
it is. possible to poimé-out a certain
trend among leading military men
in America concerning their plans or
visions of post-war &reatmem of Eu-
Tope.

Western Europe used to be the big
competitor of the United States, as
an industrial as welk a5 an imperial-
ist power. Post-war Europe is to be
left in a state where it can no longer
compete with or fight against the
United States. Therefore, these
American diplomats or military lead-
ars are opposed to plans for the uni-
fleation of Europe under any condi-
tions.

Important Brltiuh interests, on
the other hand, prefer ap arrange-
ment for a certain coordination of
European capitalist. interests . .in
sach a way that they form a united
bloc under the leadership of Great
Britain, Therefore, British diple-
maoy was especially upset about
the United States policies in North
‘Africa. This action was considered
as the first American intervention
in Europe without having eome to
an agreement with Great Britain.

The appointment of General Eisen-

hower as military commander of the

campaign was an expression of the

American policy wot to leave the
control of Burope to Englsnd. The
deals with Darlan politicians, the ne-
gotiations with Otto of Hapsburg
and other royal representatives of
the defunct aristocracies of Europe
made it clear that the formation of
reactionary ‘“conservative” blocs in
Europe was an essential part of
American policy in Europe, For such
regimes would be too weak to play
an independent role while indepen-
dent governments might oppose Am
erica’'s dominant world position.

The Great Question

The great question which is worry:
inz all govarnments of Europe and
also Washington is the asgect of pro-
Jetarian revolution. The reorganiza-
tion of the French army in Northern

Africa under-the--leadership ef the- -

old colonial generals reminds us of
the rvole the Spanish colonial army
playad when the workers and pesas-
ants in Spain revolted against the
‘- old regime.

Fear of Revolution Figures
In Post-W_ar Calculations

+ them to

the Nazis without a complete and
abrupt collapse of the fascist ad-
ministration in Enrope?

This is at present one of the major
aims of behind-the-scenes diplomacy.
A number of governments in exile
apparently play up this theme in or-
der to raise their own importance.
They realize that they need colonial
armies or American troops as “forces
of order” at the end of the war, Such
armies are needed in order to install

-the defunct kings, generals or gov-

ernments in exile as the new gov-
ernments of “liberated” countries,
An English conservative member of
Parliament recently wrote in “Free
Europe,” the semi-official organ of
European governments in exile:
"What kind of Europe will the vic-
torious Allied powers see before

“them when the hour for the Armis-

tice comes?”

. He tried to visualize what woulli
happen in the following situation:
Hitler gone, but the German army
not yet collapsed, while .the workers
and other anti-fascists are -openly
revolting against the regime.

This British conservative who
tried to visualize such a situation in
Germany made the following pre-
diction:

“The German army high command
has asked for a substantial army of
ocoupation....
of Germsny will demand an imme-
diate oceupation of the whole coun-
fry (to suppress revolutionary move-
ments). WAn inter-Allied commission
must rule Germany,”

According to-this MP, the German
army. high. command will feel that it
can no longer control the situation

.not only -in occupied countries but
_also in Germany jtself and will want.

American or British troops to help
suppress revolutionary
movements at home.

Fear of Revolution

These statements are, of course,
mere speculation, Fantastic plans
are already being discussed in an-
ticipation of “anarchy and disorder”
which might spread from country to
country and continent to continent.
Thus the fear has already been ex-
pressed that an immediate demobili-
zation of the Nazi armies might raise
the danger of social revolution be-
cause demobilized soldiers, especially
working class elements and poor
peasants, may form the core of pro-
letarian revolutions in the towns and
in the villages.

Such demobilized soldiers know
how to utilize arms and they will
not easily be pacified under starva-
tion oconditions, | Therefore, the
plan has been suggested that the
armies be- transformed into some
kind of “labor corps" to be wused
for “reconstruction” or other work
projects under American control
and leadership. In other words, the
state slave armies which the Napis
have introduced ip Europe are to
be continued after the war.

But such plapns cannot be realized
without npew police armies and the
recreation of autocratic state regimes
cn a new basis. Will this be possible?
Politicians in Waghington ave already
worrying about the pressure of the
masses in America at the end of the
war for demobilization or for a re-
furn: of American armies of occu-

. pation.

/
EPAULETS IN RUSSIA

Possibly you noticed that epaulets,
abolished in Russia by the revolu-
tion, were recently reintroduced.
But did you see the comments that
~+~nt, with this further step back?

“The cpaulets were the tradition

! ornamicnt of the gallont Russiap
—my. Ws, the lezitimate hel-s of
inssian mililary glory, take from
the arsepal of our fathers and fore-
fathers everything best which en-
hanced martial spirit and strength-
ened discipline,”—“Red Star,” Rus-

.. 'sian army newspaper.

: - effort of the Treasury and the war  Nashville Bamner & Tennesseean.  Democrats would be “paying, in-
NG e o o/ -agencies fo-check: inﬂatlon. ~“And”the" pnllllc felations depart-  stead of Republicans.” And it is
‘ Liisabaaes pi b neis el sl e T e .&_, el e i, T T LT e B h*H”‘ b

The internal situation

Two Schdlars

One Born fo the Purple, the Other Born a Slave

By DAVID COOLIDGE

On two successive days, January 6
and 7, the New York Times and other
papers carried obituary notices and
short blographies of two distin-
guished and well known scholars,
educators and research students. One
was A. Lawrence Lowell, former
president of Harvard, the other was
George W. Carver, member of the
faculty of Tuskegee Institute. Both
men were outstanding in their re-

spective fields of investigation: Car- -

ver in the field of agricultural chem--

istry and biclogy; Lowell in the sci-:

ence of government. Here the par-

allel between the two men ends.
Lowell  was a Boston' Brahman;

born to the purple, -a resident of

“Gold Coast: Boston.” The Times says

that “after his retirement from. Har-
vard he lived in his austere Marlboro
Strest home in Boston's Back Bay &r
at his summer place on Cape Cod.”
He was a descendant of John
Lowell, a member of the convention
of 1780 which framed the Massachu-
setts constitution, and of Francis
Cabot Lowell, who established the
foundation of- the family fortune

when he started cotton mills at Wal- -

tham and the fown of Lowell, named
after the family. Hie father was Au-
gustus Lowell, a Boston financier. He
wag a _ brother of Percival Lowell,
the Harvard astronomer, and of Amy
Lowell, the poetess. . His ancestors
were Harvard educated from 1760 to
the present day., _ _

Lowell himself .was_ admlnislrator
of the Augutus Lowell Trust which
held a controlling. interest in many
profit - making and dividend - paying
New England industries. He had in-

herited enough wealth fo.be able in

1033.to give $1,000,000 to Harvard for

éestablishing the Harvard Society of

Fellows. "This was A. Lawrence Low-

ell, Boston -aristocrat, owner of tex-, .

tile mills, professor of government,
president of the oldest unlversity in
the United States.

Foriune Builf on Slavery

The Lowell family textilo mills in
Lowell got their cotton from the
fields of the South, They established

their mills in the last decade of the

eighteenth century in the days of

slavery and the slave trade. They

were like old Peter Fanuiel, who
made his money from the slave frade

and then used a part of it to build
Fanuiel Hall, which came to be
known as the “Cradle of Liberty.”

Not only was the Lowell fortune
built on slavery, but on the sever-
est exploitation of native and immi-
grant labor in Lowell and Wal-
tham. After the overthrow of the
slave system in the Civil War, the
Second American Revolutiion, the
cottfon for the Lowell miills con-
tinued to come out of the sweat,
blood and tears of white and black
labor in the South.

Workers, of course, know iitt_lg or
nothing about this side of the life of
A. Lawrence Llowell, scholar, blue-
blood and university president. We
want to call their attention, how-

_ever, to another fleld in which this
. man Lowell made a name for him-

self; an altogether in!.amous name.

Lowell—And' Vanzetti 5
Lowell, a man by the name of
Stratton, who was head of the Mas-
sachusetfs Institute of Technology,
and an obscure judge by the name
of Grant were; named by the Gover-
nor to act as an advisory commission
in the Governor's investigation of
the Sacco-Vanzetti case. Here all the
disdain, the contempt and the hatred
of the working class that had been
bred in the breasts of this clan of
Boston Brahmans, came out. Lowell
was revealed and exposed not as the
impartial _.and unbiased scholar

searching for “truth,” but as the tex-

tile mill owner, as a most reactionary
protector of the interests of the class
to which he belonged.

Vanzetti wrote to 2 Mrs. Evans
from the Charlwton prison on July
17, 1927; “But my hunger strike is
‘feming because I know that
the Governor and the com-

“‘misslon have {ll-trested our wit-

nesses, wrongly, and that they be-
lieve nothing of what our wil-
nesses say. They believe, and treat

o owell those handful of eriminals,

. ‘Jured sgainst us.” In another letter

Vangeitl writes of how the com-
mission had “abuse three Iialian
men because: they -witnessed the -
- truth. Lately it was found out that
the three mien had told the truth.”

The Lowell commission denied the
request of defense attorneys for pub-

lic hearings. - They held private in.
terviews with the miserable and re-
actionary Thayer, who was the trial

. judge.. They held private B3essions

with eleven of the Dedham trial ju-
rors and the prosecuting attorney.
They refused to tell defense counsel
what. these interviews disclosed. Af-
ter these star chamber sessions the

_ commission came in with a report

that Sacco and Vanzetti had been
given a “fair trial” and that there
was no reason for the Governor's in-

tervention. After years of the most.

brutal kicking around by the whole
pack of their ecapitalist oppressors,
these two humble Italians, who no-

body but a plain fool could believe

guilty, were electrocuted on August
22, 1927, And Lowell lived on in his
“austere Marlborough Street home in
Boston's Back Bay.‘...i 2

Carver's Baekmmd

The other distinguished scholar,
George Washington Carver, had no
such background as Lowell's. He was
descended from and born of the
slaves who picked the cotton that
went to Lowell's mills. His ancestors
did not come over on the Mayflower
seeking freedom. They were snatched
away from a life of freedom, fas-
tened with chains and subjected to
the horrors of the Middle Passage.

When they arrived in the United
States they were herded on the cot- -

ton, rice and tobacco fields.

Dr. Carver could not rud nor
write béfore he was twenty. Low-

ell graduated from Harvard at . Rlcnn sweet potato.”

twenty-one, cum laude with high-
- est honors' in mathematics. There
was no Exeter, Andover or Groton
for Carver. There was not even a
public elementary school worth.
the name. In infancy he was stolen
_along with his mother and carried
into Arkansas. His mother was.
never heard of again but the boy
- was bought back from his kidnap-

" _pers for a race horse worth $300

"and returned to his home in Mis-
sourl. This was happening to Car-
ver and other Negro boys while
Lowell and other sons of the aris-
tocracy were being nurtured by
educated and well-placed families.

Carver worked his way through
high schoel and the Iowa State Col-
lege of Agriculture and Mechanical
Arts. Almost immediately he entered

upon what was to be his life work
at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.
The story of his achievements in the
field of scientific agricultural re-
search has been told again and again
and need not be repeated here,

Worked with Peanut

His best known work was with
the peanut, the sweet potato and the
common Alahama clays. Here his
chemical wizardry produced what to

the ordinary man may seem like mir:"

acles, beside which the dreams of
the old alchemists for the transmuta-
tation of the “base metals” into gold
appear elementary ‘and primitive. He
produced more than one hundred
products from the peanut, including
wood stains, face creams, milk and
an oil useful in the treatment of in-

_ fantile paralysis. From the sweet po-
‘tato he produced among others: dyes,

coffee and flour. From the red clay
of Alabama he got ink, paper and
pigments.

_Dr. Carver aroused a great deal of
discussion over what he claimed was
his method of discovery. He said:
“My discoveries come like a direct
revelation from God.” This state-
ment worried many people. They
concluded that while Carver was a
genius, he was also a little “back-

ward.” But Carver gave the key to
the whole problem when he gaid that
“the idea and the method of work-
ing out a new product come all to-
gether. In half an hour after the
idea was revealed to me, I produced
the yolk of an egg from the Puerto

This is not the time nor the place

to enter into this aspect of Dr. Car-

ver's attitude toward science and sci-

~-entific method ‘and discovery. Per-
“haps Carver himself wasn’t clear on
“‘many aspects of the question. This
- is not unusual among great scientists.

There is a constant discussion going
on today among great scientists on
how scientific discovery or invention
is made. That is #ll that can be said
on this matter here.

“Prove Yourself” Nonsense

We want to emphasize again that
here was a Negro of humble ances-
try coming out of slavery and op-
pression who reached the ultimate
heights in a highly technical and sci-

‘entific profession. (He had the un-

usual distinction of being made a

What India Means '"-'tb. -'fhe.-'American Worh'ng Class

By J. B. JOHNSON
(Concluded from last issue)
The British labor leaders, Ramsay
MaeDonald and Arthur Herderson of
old, and Attlee, Bevin, Stafford

Cripps and the others of today, know *

quite well that if Britain were to
lose India tomorrow, nothing but so-
cialism could save Britain from eca-
tastrophe and ruin. If you read their
statements on India during the last
twenty years, you will see that they

have not one serigus word of en-’

couragement for the mass struggle
of the workers and peasants of In-
“dia. From India "come the huge

profits ‘which -enable -these bureau--

crats and the better-pald aristocrats
of labor to get a'little of the bene-
fits of the British imperialist ex-
ploitation. They know, and that is
why they shut thelr mouths,

_ But millions of workers in Brit-
ain, by far the vast majority, have
no interest in the empire at all
and when Gandhi visited Laneca-
shire in 1931 many unemployed
cofton workers, who were starving
as a resuli of the Indian boYcott,

wished him the best of lqck.
Today, among the rank and iile,

.-gentiment for Indlan freedom is:very-
-strong. - But -already -in. the British-

labor press it is being:said that Brit-
ain does not wish to “free” India only
fo see it fall into the hands of Wall
Street, Neither Churchill nor ‘the
British"labor leaders have the 'slight-
est doubt as to the game that Roose-
velt and Willkie are -playina‘

Labor's International Bond

Murray, Green and John L. Lewis
-fyes;- Lewis too)- are as closely tied:
up with Roosevelt on thia matter as :
_Attlee and Bevin are tied up with
Churchill. The statement about Wall

Street, repeated above, appeared in
the Tribune, the paper of Sir Stafford

Cripps. That is Cripps' alibi, All the’

more reason, therefore, for American
workers to make it clear not only to
the Indian masses but to the Brlt!sh

people ‘where they stand.

We must at all cosis repudiste
‘the sort of “freedom” Roosevelt
and Willkie are planning for In-
dia, It is this way that the basis
for the ;intermational solidarity of

Iabor is established.
The rulers have their own Yoreign

. and colonial policy. We have seen

what it'is. The workers have their

_own foreign policy and must make

it known, at the same time exposing
pitilessly the policy of the rulers.

International solidarity in the
struggle for socialism will come to

. the American masses in the same

way as the Indian worker will
‘learn to be a soclalist—by constant
experience with the unstable
‘treachery .of loud- E:oltthed lead-

Many may believe that workers on

opposite sides of the Pacific, so far

‘separated from each other hy dis-

tance, race, religion and language,
without international organization,
are many years away from the in-
ternational solidarity which the

-struggle for socialism demands. We

shall remind these doubters of a few
facts:

Karl Marx, the greatest of all so-
cialists, at whose name alone every
imperialist jumps as if shot, founded

the First International in 1864 It

" collapsed a few years later, but after

its collapse Marx wrote confidently:
“The international! action of the
working class does not by any means
depend on the existence of the Inter-
national Workingmen's Association.”
Some forty years later Lenin de-
clared that the Russiap Revolution
would be saved by the working class
of the world, though at that time no
international organization existed.
How this came true iz another story,
but this much can be said:

In 1914 the British workers were
the most insular, the most nar-
row-minded, the most chauvinistie
in the world. Six years later, when
Winston Churchill (this very
Churchill) had spent half a bil-
lion dollars to crush revoluiion-
ary Russia, the British warking
olass gave him notice that if he
didn't leave Russia alone there
would be a revolution in Britain.
Seamen loaded a vessel with mu-
nitions in such a way that it conld
not sail. To save his skin Church-
ill bad to capitulate.

“All the News 1hat’s Fit to Print”

By VICTOR -SEGUNDO _
The New York Times, which is usu-

“ally cited as the countiry's most re-

liable capitalist paper, has as its slo-
gan, “All the News That's Fit to
Print.” This is a story that neither
the Times nor any other paper (ex-
cept PM) saw fit to print.

life blood of newspapers. More than
@ hundred economists, political sci-

entists, psychologists and other edu-"

cators from the leading American

universities sent an open leiter to -
Henry Morgenthay, James M, Byrnes,
Donald M. Nelson and Leon Hender:
son. In it they urged government

curtailment of advertising during the
war. |

The group was headed by Colston
E. Warne, a professor at Amherst

. and president of Consumers Union.

It included social science . professors
from  representative . universities
from California to New England.

This is their argument: * -

a) The volume of advertising is
now some 21 per cent above the level
during the years 1935-39,

b) Advertising wastes materials,
particularly paper, of which there i
supposed to ke a shortage.

¢) Advertisine woetng g *1‘!ad man
JOWET

d) n:ivéruamg P yvmuess. since.
there are not enough goods to sell:

“To the extent to which ndvert[&ins )
accelerates present buying, B
running in direct opposition” fﬂ the

e) The argument that companies
want to keep their trade names be-
fore the public can be as well served
by having none advertise, as having
all advertise.

- 1 Advertising that the government

. considers important ghould be -paid -
“ for by the government, -

The story is about advertising, the .

Advertising and Taxes

The last point is by far the most
important. Early in 1042 Secretary
Morgenthau asked advertisers to

‘push the war bond campaign. He

got some cooperation, resulting prin-
cipally in associating war bonds with
soap in the people's minds. But it
was sufficient to induce him to relax
the previous ruling concerning ad-
vertising and taxes. From June on
it was possible, with some finagling,
to advertise to the limit and have
the cost deducted from taxes.

With this set-up and inoreasing
- taxes, there was of course a splurge
of advertising. It was used .prin-
cipally to buy good opinion frem
editors and, secondarily, from the
publie. Ohe of the biggest rackets
has been ths Army and Navy “E.)
For example, such comuanies as

Bausch & Lomb Cpiieal Co., wide! ...

fizuszd in a trens'm svit, 2nd tho
Aluninzn Co. of Am>viex, the s

azairst which hos stalled beeamnse -

too many Suprema Court justioes

have disqualified themselves, have
mn Navy GE,I =

received the “E.”
was awarded to ALCOA by Lieut.

Comm. James G, Stahlman, of the, ~

ment of the Navy, which decides
on these things, is graced with
Thomas W. Dewart, vice-president
and son of the president of the
New York Sun. Frank Kndx him-
self, Secretary of the ‘Navy, is still
more than a little interested in his
Chicago Daily News.

One result of all this has been that
the workers and the public generally
have heard very little about defec-
tive equipment going overseas. There
were definite rumors that certain
tanks and planes were not up to
scrateh, but they were never ajred in
the newspapers, which were carry-
ing the full-page ads of the manu-
facturers. You may be sure that this
phase did not trouble Washington
too much.

Democrats vs. Republicans

But another phase did. The adver-
tising crowd is overwhelmingly Re-
publican. In New York City it is
made up principally of Connecticut
commuters, who think Clare Luce is
the answer to the country's needs.
With a real fight coming in 1944 to
maintain control, the Democrats are
satting worried about this ruling, by
vhich all the mcney newspapors. arc

*thng is coming from "m“-*ry Re

Yieans.

So the pious (alx about havin_

.he government pay for its own ad-
veriising means nothing as such.
The government is paying now, in
reduced taxes, through the nose.

But the difference would be that ~

this difference that may stir Messrs.
Morgenthau, Byrnes, Nelson and
Henderson to action. If you begin
to hear statemonts of ountraged dig-
‘nity from Washington, this will be
the reason.

Meanwhile, however, the newsna-
pers are thriving on the boom. And
this story was not found fit to prmt.

_member of the Royal Society of Lon-
don.) Carver achieved this distines'

tion in [the most violently prejudiced

envifonment in “the “whole  World. °

What might happen in the lives of
countless Negro youth living in a
different environmeni—an environ-
ment free from race prejudice and
Jim. Crow? What might happen in
the lives of countless white youth if
they could live in an environment
free from class prejudice and capi-
talist exploitation and discrimina-
tion? ) |
‘Some nit-wit will perhaps say that

, the hardships to which George Wash-
ington Carver was subjected were

good for him, that they brought out

the best in him. This of course is.

sheer nonsense. The Lowell families
would never  accept this argument
for any of their offspring, but it is
such people who think that privae
tion, misery and hardship are excel-
lent training for the “lower classes.”

Finally there are fools in the land
who are always yelping that “the

Negro must prove himself.” There

was the Southern “statesman” who
said that if he found a Negro who
could conjugate a Greek verb (quite
a task) he would believe the Negro
was equal to the white man. As if
in reply, a Negro wrote a Greek
grammar. It was said that Negroes
are not skilled mechanics. When
they applied for training or appren-
ticeship they were turned down or
given the run-around. When they
broke through, like Carver, they

were denied employment. And yet

the pack kept howling: “Prove your-
gelves.”

This is all nonsense and worse. It
is Jim Crow! It is race exploitation
and class exploitation!

No Negro should be beguiled in

"the least into accepting such puerile

Jim Crow clap-trap. They should
point to all the distinguished Negro
men and women in every fleld and
to the thousands of humble Negre
workers in every phase of activity
who have already proved themselves.

The proof has been made. All that
remains today is the will and the
determination on the part of the Ne-
gro masses to break through the na-
tional policy of Jim Crow that keeps
them second-class citizens, even dus-
ing a war which is presumably a war
for democracy.

A Socialist India Is the Only Genumé Solution

The world today is & far Hghter
unit than it was in 1020. The chaos
of imperialist war will teach Amerl-

can workers their duty to Indis.
Meanwhile the first necessity of con-
scious workers is to see India not as
a land over there, in the Pacific, far,
far away, but to see it as Roosevelt,
Willkie and Churchill see it—ss a2
land whose future is vitally bound
with ours.

Win India for Labor!

They seek to win India toruph.].
that is, for imperialism. We can

fight this only by seeking fo win In- -

dia for labor, that is, for socialism.
They see it and fight for it as a sub-
ject of their perpetual exploitation.
We must see it as a means of our
immediate emancipation. They plan
for a global war and a global ime
perialist peace. We must plan for a
workers' global peace, whlch can
only be socialism.

We must see the world as broadly
as the imperialists see it. In their
way India is for them a vital ques-
tion. We must recognize that they
will win unless we in our way see
that for us too India is a vital ques-
tion, It is to contribute to thia real-
ization that these articles have been
written,

Next Week==

LABOR ACTION will next
week publish an article com-
memorating the death of the
leader,
I.eniri, nineteen years ago.

great  revolutionary
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Congress Meets---¥

s (Ceminasd Fi- page 1) - ;
wage of the workers getting $12 a week
To bgek . this. stupendous budget un-
precedented taxes will be -imposed. - The
President declared: I believe wé should
strive to collect not less than $16, 000 000,
000 of additional funds by taxation, sav-
ings, or both, during the fiscal year 1944.”
Later he added: “I cannot ask the Con-
gress to impose the necessarily heavy finan-
cial burdens on the lower and middle in-
comes unless the taxes on higher and very
large incomes are made fully effective.”

But the last Congress already started the
tight to “liberate” the “higher and very
large incomes’” from effective taxation.
The new Congress has taken up the cudgels
on behalf of the “oppressed”.rich with
greater vigor.

Representative Martin of Massachusetts,
Republican.leader of the new House, states:
“High taxes are necessary but they must
wot be punmitive. THEY MUST NOT RE-
STROY INITIATIVE OR BUSINESS EX-
PANSION.”

There are 208 Republicans in the new
House and 103 bourbon Democrats from
the South. Representative Martin can
easily get a majority behind him. The
Senate is also ovarwhelmingly pro-rich.
The handwriting on the wall points to the
working people as the inevitable victims
of the new budget and the new taxation. -
The workers will be squeexzed dry.

in his first message, on the state of the
nation, the President showed no intention
to oppose this reactionary Congress -
which, in fact, he began to appease right
after election. He gave Leon Hendersen
of the OPA the boot because the aggres-
sive farm bloc didn’t like Henderson—
since when even Henderson’s ineffective
controls on ceilings have been openly re-
placed by daily increases in prices!

The Administration also buckled under
to the Southern bourbons on the question
of ‘state rights’’ when the WLB declared
its jurisdiction does not extend to the New
York City transit workers nor to any mu-
ﬁ:c:pul workers, This decision is right up
the olley of the Southern poll-taxers who
justify the “continued disfranchisement -of
millions of citizens on the basis of "state
rights.”

So when Pres;dent Rooseve[t came before
the new Congress he dld not come with
clean hands and a pure heart. He had
dlready compromised with the farm bloc
representing the powerful agricuitural com-
bines which threaten to create food short-
oges unless they get their own prices—
and which are very much enamored of the
system of getting free labor from volunteer
workers and from school children!

The President had already — willy-nilly
—~—compromised with the bloc of reaction-
ary’ Republicans and Democrats who are
qgainst labor unions and see a bosses’ para-
dise with a work-week of “at least fifty-
four hours”—ALL OVERTIME RATES OF
PAY BEING ELIMINATED.

In his long speech full of meaningless

generalities, Mr. Roosevelt in no way ré-
pudiated his prior compromises with re-

B R

On. 1 ';sskleﬂlﬁ}. °f ﬁmrr
h’“"l’m bﬁ -w‘lﬂdsﬁ g af.ﬁ-'l‘h GOIllll‘l'y
kno\\tmuhgra. A stand.” 2 Thla he care-
fully washad his: honds’ of the whole mat-
tér. OF course, he'is "a “progressive,” but
first he’ effach "nuhonul unity” with
re{-ragmsiou.

A large sectson of this stute of the union
speech was devoted to the subject of “free-
dom ‘from - want"~—an--ideal “every worker
has at heart. The’ Pre5|dent of course, is
right that wdtkers “’do not want a post-war
America which suffers from undernourish-
ment or slums—or the dole. They want no
‘get-rich-quick - era of bogus ’prosperity’
which will end for them in sellmg apples
on a street cormer.” .. . . . .

But the President gave hims'el"f away as
a mere demagogue when he prefaced these
right-sounding ‘words- with the ridiculous
assertion that the workers "‘are eager to
face the risks mherent in our ‘system of
free enterprise.” “Unemployment is one of
the “'risks inherenrt‘in our system of free
enterprise.”’ - This risk the workers are no

“longer willing—=let alone eager—to take.

-

In increasing, numbers they will understand
that socialism a!one can remove that risk
from life.

The other one of the risks inherent in
our system of free enterprise” that the
workers are no longer willing to take, is war
itself. Again fhe President waxed very elo-
quent and spoke about the “babies of to-
day” not being the soldiers of tomorrow.
But the world-wide policing system he of-
fers as a'solution for-war won't: work.

It won't work because even conquered
nations do not long submit to military
dictatorship. Furthermore, it won't work
beefguu the would-be "policers” of the
United Nations—especially England and
the USA — are themselves competitors
for world power—a competition contain-
ing the germ of the next war.

In a way, the President’s enormous bud-
get, which more than equals the ‘combined
war expenditures of all the other belliger-
ents, seeks fo take care of Brmsh or any
other rambunctiousness.

But it is fantastic to suppose that
wé?ld péau can be impuud by a USA
gloﬁal aif pnirel. - Theré_is no way ‘fo
world peace except through mternutmnul
socialism. :

Therefore, without bemg able to hold
out any hope to the’ people from the col-,
lapsing capitalist system, President Roose-
velt could merely specify the tremendous
burdens imposed by that system® in the
throes of war. ‘He defined these onerous
war burdens to a reactionary Congress that
seems not only willing to load them on the
backs of the workers—but also to deprive
the workers of-their present rights—such
as the forty-hour week.

Labor must. prepare itself for a “mili-
tant stﬂlggle. Let the rich kick in for the
$109,000, ;000,000 budget. Workers
have enough worries buying food and
clothing -and paying rent and. bringing
up their children. They must maintain
their hard-won rights and go on to great-
er progress: for themselves as a class.

. LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1. Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictater-
ship measures!

2. $1.00-an-hour minimum pay! Tims
and a half for overtime; double time
for Sunday and holiday work. _

3. Wage inereases fo meet rising coote.
No wage or job freezing! Equal pay
for equal-work!.- -

4, For a greuter share of.the mcrmm‘

national income. For a higher stand-

ard of living!
5. No sales tax on consumer goods! No
tax on wages! Against forced sevings!

8. For control of price fixing and ration-

ing by eommiitees of working class or-

gonizations, housewives and ' farmers’
organizations. Freese rents and con-
sumer goods prices ut the 1940 level to
stop the vise in the cost of living. '

7. No government coniract withou: o mm~

iom contract! The closed shop in ol

- mogz. industrbes! .

. 8. Mointain and m all gm
social services! ’ Tt

SOAK THE RIGH-—-LET THEM

PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9. A governmen: levy on. capital to cover
the cost of the impericlist war. Confis
cate all war profits!

~ .. ers® control!

. Expropriate the “quly Families™.
three percent of the people who own
96 per cent of the netional wealth!

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM

Against Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism! . .. -

,'.m. Conscript all war mdmm undar mrk- .

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS .-
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12. The right of fres sposch, fres press and
}mamﬂyhrlhmh!hmd

H.Thmho!wl&mumhoﬂ
claclwm.

14. The righl -of ell :roulb, mde or femah,

to vote at the age of eighteen. Old

. enough to fight; old enough to work;
old enough to vete!

.15. For adequate dcpeudsw -"mnau,
_puid by the government with NO de-
- ductions fnm. the wl’dicr’l pﬂf. ’

‘SMASH JIM CROW'

16. Down mtk Jim Cmn dmi mbem-
© tism! All discriminetion aogainit Ne-
- groes in the Army and Navy -or by em-
ployers in_ industry must be made «
eriminal offense!

1F. For fall political, social md sconomis
oquality for Negroes!
BE PREPARED! . '

18. For Workers Defense Gadrde, m '
" and controlled by ‘the umions, cgoimst
, vigilonte and foscia ottacks! .
lﬁ.l’arﬂl Independent Lchv Porty end

a Workers Government! No political
" support ta the Roosevelt’ government!
20. For Pesce Through Socialism! fw tlu
- independence of all colonies!-- .
21. For e World Socialist Fedevation! Ownly
w socialist world will destroy eapitalist

Ar '!mmets 'nednhﬂﬁw m
up among the Nggro people. 'by the
aej_«lon of Paunl V.'McNutt, War Man-
nower Commissloner _Acting with
Administration approval, ‘McNuit on
Jandary "1 “ihfervened 15 “suppress
the sharp ‘exposure by - the FEPC
(Fair Employment Praclices’ ‘Commit-
tee) of - ‘widespread discriminauon
against Negroes in the railway: in-
dustry.

. The sappression takes the form of
an indefinite “postponement” of pub-
lic- hearings, belatedly scheduled for
January 25-27 by the FEPC, on Jim
Crow practices. ly railroad .owners
and rail unions. A death sentence for
the FEPC is the only adequate char-
acterization for MgNutt's action. .-

Thus our prediction (see LABOR
:ACTION, December i2) regarding
the fate of the F’EPC reeeives early
eonﬁrmat!on in‘'a ‘most’ ﬂramaﬁc'
and’ significant’ manner =<no “Tess
than the direct,” inveiled, obstruc-
tive and. sabotaging action of the
chaipman of the War  Manpower
Commission; Paul MceNutt, .whoe: is
ostensibly pledged: to. erodimtt Jlm
Crow in industry-. .. -

Pressure from. 'the strong’ bloc: of
Southern Democrats in Congress has
been''a persistent factor in blocking
hWéarings and ‘investigations on Jim
Crow-by the FEPC and other bodies.

" Further, the State Departmient itself
has  also pul the .squeeze on ‘the
FEPC to prevent. projected hearings
in the Soufhwest on- charges—-of-dis-
crimination against Mexicans, Also,
the Navy, in “the personaf .labor-
baiting Ralph-Bard, Assistant. Secre-
fary of the Navy, has interfered in
order to force abandonment of FEPC
hearings scheduled for Detroif, where
Jim Crow is rampant  in -nearl.v all
major war industries.. - o .

.Now, finally, because: of :-ts pra-
posed action on the decisive railroad
issue, the FEPC is right up: against
the. knife in its “last ditch fight for
existence.” The . “liberalism!” and
“gopd will” of FEPC members, their
desire to eliminate at least the worst
aspects of Jim Crow have been-dem-
onstrated fo. count for nothing-in the
face of the determination of employ-
ers and government bureaucrats.

Without the backmg of mass aer.
tion by the workers, black . and,
white, to reinforce thejr exposures,
the FEPC was doomed to fail from.

" the moment of its inception. Where
this mass pressire existed, inde-
pendently, as in the case of strong
union action against Jim:Crow, the

®

FEPC wﬂnpe?ﬂmﬁs"’l‘hem
would win-éheir ends through their

omilwrilmmis,,mﬁ nof, by— gOVs2,

ermnen_ t' charity.

‘It is on 'neeesea!:y‘ bo pﬂ U
a htt.le Thore ‘of. what has heppened
to. vealize “that /.the: “Negro ~workers:;

i '-**MM‘ :ﬁmy,,pmnu Titif -

from appealing seriously to the
Negro: masses._.io act in. the. only..

'-_way that can Bring them results: -
< militant ass. action snd-maréhes’:
T on_the factories and seats of gov- :
. ernment partieulsrly Washmgton

can only depend-.on.- .themselvesras Only a bnef obituary is now re-

workérs and on aid from awakened
w"mte workers, to break down Jim.
Crow." A

Railroad Owners-Win® = < "=
The FEPC hearings on . railroad

qun'ed ‘for the FEPC. From the very
first it carried on with insufficient

funds and personnel. A staff of fifty.
_ for the entire country was hardly

worthy. of mention. It is defintely in-

“dicative of the real attitude of the

discrimination had alveady been:long ..ruling class toward the FEPC. The

delayed and postponed. Finally, as

a renewed leasé on its bare exxst'-'

ence, it had been granted funds by
the. WMC and had decided. to carry
out such- hearings on Januar,s( 25,

The ' proposed hearings have been =2

--gost?omee..

universally “regarded -as the decisive::
test for-the: FEPC's power-and.:stand-
ing. _The _answer has been given.
Even’ ‘its' investigating possibilities
are being mthle'ssly seume& 1hanks
fo: McNuti.

’l‘he railroad - owners: have - 'won -

the. fight at this stage hands ﬂ"“’“'-:-; Crow.in industry or the armed

asslsted by raiiroad union ‘leader- forces; ‘articles citing ‘the mdmput-_

Cghip? ‘earrying out! a7 HIF white™".
policy. - .
“Hoosier, Hitler.,” enunciated in nu-

merous: speeches and statements fo

‘the Negroes -apon his ‘appointment - -

to the 'WMC,-have been sensation-
ally exposed in their true mean-
inglessness.

discrimination™

Flagrant “against

.The - sweet -words. of the . .

trangfer of the FEPC to the juris-
diction of the'War Manpower Com-

‘mission was really meant to put the
.-FEPC on the shelf.

(Clmtmued from pagc 1)

“in the Department of Justice, ob-
- ject ‘tor articles condemming Jim

able fact that the workers are hear-
ing the burden of the war; articles
intimating that the war aims aren't
all they are ¢racked up to be, that
demoocracy is not being strength-
ened by the war; articles defending
labor’s right to strike, ete.

Presumably in harassing LABOR
ACTION, which, like The Militant,

Negroes is widespread .tHroughout . .has been held each week for inspec-

the railroad industry mnationally.

tion by the Washington postal au-

Particular —resentment-is— -directed - thorities before yelease, the Pest Of-

against the agreement between the
Br‘ntherhded of Locomome Fire-
men’s and- ‘Enginemen’s - Union® and
twenty-five Southern vailroads “fo
eliminate ‘the few Negroes now work-
ing as firemer on- these "Toads.” A
Phillip Randelph presldent of “the
Pullman ‘Car - Porters Union and
head of the MOW, declares- thai, ‘the
FEPC railroad - investigation ““is " a
s‘hewdown for Executive Order No:
8302 :md ior the eon’:rmttee “tse!i &

Hnwever, lt s Ramlolph_s .own,
si«ra.dﬁling between- a pelicy, of de-
pendence on Administration _g_ood
will” and calling, for independent
mass ‘action to enforce demands for
Negro. mnnm:c and. den}oem.ilc
rights, - which. has. he!ned to. ham-
string- the Nagroea |n ﬁle:r strug-
gle. 4
Bandolph enntmues to speak lng
« words :far Negro- rights.. ‘However.:

his subordination, in practice, of .

Negre rights-and needs te.the.Ad-

The full name of a Plattsburgh, N.
Y., newspaper is-“Plattsburgh- Daily
Republican, | Offioial - Democratic
Newspaper of the City of: Plattsburgh
and of Clinton County.”

~LA~—

- “...The democratic fermula, and
the one sanctioned by the. Atlantic
Charter, is that peoples of the occu-
pied countries- shall  freely- choose
their 'own governments . onge -they
have been liberated from. the Nazi
rule. But will the peoples ‘of liber-
ated .countries be-in .a state of mind
to elect ‘their own governmentis?...
Perhaps the only way to avoid a se-
ries of civil wars -and inter-Allied
clashes that. wonld destroy -what is
left of Europe is to plan now for mil-
jtary administration of all of Iiber-
ated Earope: by the Unifted Nations
for a specific period ”—uFerelgn Pol-
icy Assn. Bulletin: S

The Foréign Policy Assnsis made
up of important personages in gov-
ernment, finance, the 'Army. Their
stuff is heavy but important. and as
humorless as the phrase “the. mili-
tary adrmmstratmn of all-of hberahed
Empe :

UL,y
“Phe ‘Ford Motor Co; of India;
the largest supplier of motor vehi-
cles for the Indian government, is
refurning 88,000 - gounds sterling,
representing partial profits - from
war orders”—AP dispaich.
--—LA— 3%

“Robert  Perkins, l:onservahve,
charged in Parliament that ‘“while
Britain is demdmg whéthier to be a
first-class air: power Pan 'American
is spreading all over ‘the world, and
urged that an inter-AHied: confer-
ence; be called :to ‘settle ‘what - par-
tieular sphere -of infiuence is to be-
long. to - each:particular ecountry., ;.
I foresee a post-war race between
the - Americans rand - ourselves- for
control: of air' trade ‘routes .of .the
world.” "—UP dispatch. ;

Ty o
For the first nine months a( 1942
~the lnternattom! Telephnne _&

Telegraph Corp‘ showed ' a- proﬁt.

AFTER TAXES, of a:o,ss‘: This-

was’ iu oo;m'ad ‘to. 2 LOSS of m.-

Mmﬂem
mmmm«w
‘has - annognbed ‘the extension of
_Nmmhmm
‘Southiern - Fradee. ‘He, -xays they -

wi!laﬂentsomeoneandahli

million Jews. ...

~Actually-there are fewer tm a_

half million Jews in France. The
estimate of the American Jewish

.. Committee is. only. 240.000. This is
not to say- that Pellepaixiis wmis: -

taken when he says that one and a
half- million. people will. be .affect-
ed—the, balance. will. be. irade nn-
mn!sts o laiists, mﬁ—hsels&

sorfs. ... .- .
...,LA.-—.

There are - 4two classes in wclety-— 2

The - Capitalists: Net- profit,  after
all'taxes, for the .Guantanamo Sugar
Co. was $43.28 per share, contrasted
with $1’! 01 a share for the pmieus
year. y

And the- Worker& “A minimum
hourly raté of. 40 cents in“the" sug’ar
and “related’ pruduefs industry was
recommended by an “industry cotmiz
mittee "to:.:the U.S.  Departient of
Labor. The proposed ‘rate ‘would in-
crease the wages of approximately

12,000 of the 60,000 employees in the

industry.”—New York Times.

fice has the same general objections
n mind.. -

Apart- from the difference in
views: between LABOR ACTION
‘and The ~ Militant, and between
“hoth papers and the general press,
the gocusatpons—if the excerpts are:
to be understood as accusations—
are so sweeping as to jeopardize
the existence of any but the most
slavish and .reactionary - publica-
tions of the capitalist class. Cer-
tainly any liberal or laber paper, -
even the most ardent advocates of

' the war, can be strangled . under

what amounts fo a devastating re- -
striction on the free press. Liberal
and labor publications which con-
demn Jim Crow, for example,
could similarly be persecunted.
It'is therefore easy to -understand
why the steps taken against LABOR
ACTION and The Militant have pro-
voked deep concern in liberal and
labor circles. This persecution is, in
effect, a warning to all ergemzatlens
and publications, of all shades of
view: toe the line, lay off that “de-
fénd labpr” stuff, or we'll.put the lid
on you too. (Among thé publications
which have condemned the suppres-
sive action of the Post ‘Office and
not listed in last week’s LABOR AC-
TION is The Progressive, published
by ‘the La Follettes.)

.. At this writing, the last issue of
LABOR ACTION had nof yet been
released by the Post Office. In the
case of the previous issues, the
order for release of the last issue
had amved from Washmgten as
our new issue was going to Press.
We do not know what this means
—whether if simply means a delay
in mailing the paper for. another
day, or whether it means some-
thing more serious. As we have re-
ported, several issues of The Mili-
tant. were destroyed without cause
or. explanahen.

With ~“the 'Post Office 'campaign
against 'a free-labor press growing

more .serious and ‘dangerbus each

day, we -ask our readers and our
friends and, in general, defenders of
civil rights to stand by in defense of
a free press.

~ CARLO TRESCA

{Continued from .page 1}
razor uﬂgeks on his life.. Tresca, in his later years, used to jest
about the "boml_b plm -—whﬂever huppgned, the pollce were sure

to blame hilll.

~In recent years '¥mc¢ devoted mueh ef his time to fho de-
fenu of the helpléss victims of capitalist and Stalinist. injustice.
Durmg the long years of the famous Sacco-Vanzetti case, Tresca
was one of the leading-and most tireless spokesmen in their de-
fense. At banquets, ot rallies in behalf of victims of class or po-
litical injustice Tum wu one ef the most frequent and reliable

of wkeu.

, Tre;cc could : ‘be countcd on as a member of any committee
that ‘served political or class freedom. He was, for example, a
member of the’ Dewgy Commission which, in the famous Mexican
hearings, lmreshgutad Shlms charges against Trotsky and found
these charges fraudulent. ‘More recently he was a member of the
Civil Rights Defenss Committee nrgqmted in ‘behalf of the de-
fendants in the Mlnneqpolus case.

'With his views on the war, as he expressed them in the Inst

year ‘or so0, ‘We cannot agree.

His shift of poslhon on the war

marked a deporture from nII that he htmself had slrood for and

umgh!. T

The dectll of. Cuﬂo Tuuu ‘marks the end of one of the most
ulorﬁll and steadfast caréers: in the labor movement. But the
memory ‘of this' man, recorded in’ the turburent pages of labor's
deuce, _vrfll forever be chormlned in the minds and hearts of

ue thi ﬁghf cgulnﬂ olﬂu oppmien and human

(LAIOR lt'l‘tON ﬂ!f ugﬁin eolnmm ﬁn Curlo Tresca’s dedth
next ‘week. Further information will no doubt then be. uvmlublc.
We ‘wish,-however, t6 add this: with the New York press devoting
_lead columns and eonjldcrubb space to the murder, and to the
hlstory of the mrl'ym'l ‘man, ‘there i is so fcr only one paper which,
in the two days since the story broke, has not yet printed o line:

the Dmiy Worlter, Shllnll! Iloun organ.

it b e *'*m}:i 'Fi'i'". o

Reports Show-New

iy

g

Crms Is Brewmg i

When, six months -ago, the British governﬁ‘lent"

offered the Indian pe'%ple the . PROMISE of na-|
tional independence AFTER the war, but refused '
to grant that independence immediately, the: n-
dian nationalist masses viewed this attitude ' with

complete cynicism. That cynicism is néw bémg :

shown to have been more than justified. Retent’
reports from India and Britain indicate a stiffen-
ing of British policy toward India, as well as the
brewing of a new crisis in India, a crisis quch
may burst at any moment. ;
The extremely plausible grolgpds on wh.ieh
the Indian nationalists based their cynioinm
may be thus summarized: If ‘Britain, in tlle #
hour of its direst imperial crisis, when Japén
threatens to wipe out completely its Far East-
ern- power—if -at- this. dime Britain refuses’ 'lo
“grant m&enendenec to India, then what. reason ..
is there to suppose thai shi¢” will " live: upin
her promise of granting India frewom in the
post-war world, in which Britain’s tmsilwn
presumabh would be strengthened and l!l
which. she wonld net. J‘leeﬂ. the mihtary Ilﬂ nf
lndia"- Ry -
lhm 1ea=omua 5. mw bemg proyed by events'
In a dispatch to the New York Tm‘les, dated Janu-
ary 2, Herbert Matthews writes;

“The recent Allied vlcter:es in Afrlca ané m
the Pacific have made the Indians understa.nd ihat
their contribution does not mean as much. as it

would have meant last spring or .summer, ahd

hence their bargaining position has declined. The
British all along have been taking the line 'that
they are getting enough support through enlist-
ments and war productiph. tof ¢arky on and jt:is
not worth taking the chance¥#hat rhance?—R: F)
of transferring more power #to” the Indians. With
the recent vlr:teues that feelmg has bmn strength-
ened.™

AMERY'S . STATEMENT DN l,’_RINCES

An even more dxamanc u;dlcatlon of this site
uation is seen in the speech whu:h Leopold Amery
British Secretary of State for Hidid, made on Jan-
uary 7 in which hé maintaified that “the ruling
princes .of India are an indispensable element of
that eountry’s life” and that “they. were bound to
play a large part in any modification the consti-
tution might undergo.” Said Amery of the native
princes: “Their primary responsibility is the good
government - of their - own . pebple in accordance
with such methods as suit’thesdispositions (sic!)
of those people and in accordance with the s]}irit
of the times.”

It is obvious, of course, that six months ago the

British ‘would never have dared make such state-
ments: and it is possible that six months from
now they will not dare to again. In the meantime,
as soon ag they feel 3 little bit more secure in theif
imperialist domination, as soon as their- military
position registers the dlightest improvement, they

‘imiediately revertto their old hide-bound impe- . .-

rialist outlook—and thereby give the lie to all the
fancy talk of a few months back 'with which they
iried to delude the Indians into' :surrendering
their fight for national independence -and. with
which they fooled. a good many: Amencans mh

.trustmg their “sincerity.” . ATV LR

e

Bui India itself remains a keg of poliheal
dynamite. An extremely serious food crisis is:
now racking the eountry.-;:cm: the - magazine
Time says: “For many- Indidtis the line be-
tween perpetual hunger and real starvation is
thin. Last week that line ‘was thinner than
-ever.” - There--are appalling _sliertages of In-,.

- dia’¢ three main foods, wheit, rice and miljet...
So serious is the situafion Hml' the Delhi lh-

‘dustan Times wrlf,es that fi speot
lators, hoa,rders and the mst the p&rasitel
are fa.ttem.ng on the wvitals af the_masses. The
govemment has so far done precious little in
- terms of action to relieve their distress.”

When- this conservative nationalist paper writes
in such a harsh tone, it is easy - enough to sée ex-
actly what the rule of British impenahsm meam
to the Indian people. #bor

WHAT WILL PHILL!PS DO?

Into this explosive mtuat.lm:l there naw stens
William  Phillips, the special American envo¥. io
India. What is he to do? Has he a-new offer?: No
one knows as yet. One thing is certain: Try- as he
may, he will not be able to straddle the basic issue
of Indian independence. The véry first contdéct he
had with the Indians must have eorivinced hiivi of

that, when in reply o his statérient that he ffe

tended to confer with the leaders of all of India’s
political . factions, an Indian reporter asked him:
“How do you intend to see ﬂlose wlm m dc—
tained in jail?”

The Awerican liberals, of cou.rse mamtam an
embarrassed silence on this topic. Their voices are
stilled, their tongues tied and'their’ consciénces
dulled. And then, foo, they are fop -busy trying
to. explain—or figure -out—North Africa and Dar-
lan, without worrying about Incha as well,

If the meantime the crisis continues. The In- :
dian revolutwn did not’ ‘end when the great wave '

of mass ag:tatmn of six months ago temporarily
receded. In fact, it has hardly even begun. There
is still a great'drama ahead in India, one in which
femporary defeats may be interspersed with local
victories, bul one which can énd only with the
complete victory of the Indlan qtruggle for- na-
tional mdependence
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