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Another Blow
At Free Press
By Post Office

g Carrying its monstrous campaign against a free labor press
' a step further, the Post Office Department last week moved to
suspend the second class mailing rights of The Militant, weekly

- -

1S

"Four Freedoms for AMerica! , " Workers Must Take o Hand .

Caines In Critical Food Situation

\ FR EEDO;;,M | FR 0 ” : To Decide Which It Shall Be!!

| = LYNCHING
INDUSTRIAL

Malnutrition and actual hunger threaten the working people
of this country—unless the production and distribution of food -
is taken out of the hands of the capitalists and politicians. The
burning question of food for the people is now clearly defined:
Will the people eat—or will the food barons be allowed to accu-
mulate profits as usual, and better?

labor paper. A hearing has been set for January 21,

No specific charges have as yet been presented by the solicitér
of the Post Office Department. It is presumed that at the hedre
ings these charges will be made. If so, this will be the first oppor-
tunity The Militant has had, in the seven or so weeks that its rights
have been violated, to hear what precisely the Post Office objects
to and to defend itself. .

As in the case of LABOR ACTION, The Militant has beén
held up by the Post Office each week pending its release on if-
structions from Washington. Several of its issues have been dé-
stroyed without explanation or statement of cause. The Decem-
ber issue of the Fourth International, sister magazine of The Mili=
tant, was similarly destroyed. Under the exceptional bureau-
cratic powers of the Post Office Department it need give no opin-
ion on its actions, save in formal proceedings to suspend second
class mailing rights. Suspension of second class rights is, in prac-

' tice, the equivalent of completely barring the paper from the

"':""-"--M'il'ithnt' LABOR ACTION Hhas ‘been informed: that in the

“*Yimit" on “earned” -income. Needless
© “4g-sdy, the boss politicians are- also
- Hoing to Aght like all hell to keep the
““imit from applying.to individual in-
“‘-come from interest, dividends and
- profits—the main source of wealth
- for the wealthy. :
SSULABOR “ACTION has  heretofore

mails.

The Militant will be represented at the hearings by the
American Civil Liberties Union, which, together with the
Workers Defense League, has protested the bureaucratic ef-
forts of the Post Office tin-hats to stifle freedom of the press
and the inexcusable persecution.of LABOR ACTION and The

event of an adverse decision at the hearings, it is planned to
carry the case through the courts. T

_tht is clear is that, having failed,to accomplish its purpose

~ of disrupting and paralyzing the publication and circulation. of

The Militant and' LABOR ACTION by holding and destroying
given issues—without cause or explanation—the Post Office now

" jntends to complete the job by outright suppression. If it is suc-

cessful in its scandalous action against The Militant, the barrier
will have been let down for the suppression of LABOR ACTION,
which is already subject to harassment, and for the suppression

of any labor or liberal periodical which chooses to express its

»

views freely. .
This new blow against freedom of the press, coming on
“top of the fantastic procedure described in last week's LABOR
‘ACTION, in which the Post Office holds the paper and then
‘releases it after a delay of from five to eight days, with re-
sponsibility. for its release resting with the publisher, is a vio-
lation of democratic rights so broad in its implications, so
dangerous in its meaning that it cannot go unchallenged.

It is now some three weeks since LABOR ACTION has with
each issue been held at the Post Office waiting instructions from
Washington.. We -are informed that the last-issue to be held has
been released, but that the Post Office will continue its unwar-
ranted.procedure... - . ARl o)

_ By itself this crippling action against two labor weeklies
.and a monthly theoretical magazine was sufficiently omi- -
 nous. The new situation is more ominous, more damaging to

‘the future of & free press! p

" Various liberal and labor periodicals have already commented
on and protested the Post Office action. Among them have been
The Nation, the New Republic, the New Leader and the Indus-
trial Worker. Each of these periodicals and papers, and many
more, is menaced by the violence done freedom of the press. The
precedent established against The Militant or LABOR ACTION
can be used against them if what they say offends the mind of
some Post Office bureaucrat.  Here then is a sweeping and wide-
spread menace that requires the utmost of vigilance and protest!
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- DISCRIMINATION
POLL TAXES

Y- JIM CROWISM

Even bread and milk—the mainstays of life—have not been
exempted from the selfish machinations of the economic and po-
fitical bosses working hand in glove. The new year has béen ush-

_ered in with boosts in the prices of bread and milk!

In the cu:se of each of these indispensable foods, the OPA and

Negroes Sick
Of Words--

And Promises

By HARRY ALLEN

The persistent “thumbs down” atfi-
tude of the capitalist class toward
the Negro masses, even while it
makes demands on the Negroes for
aid in the war, is making a deep im-
pression on the Negro people.

Very little of the views and situa-
tion of the Negro is made known to
the American people. The capitalist

- press largely suppresses what is hap-

press . does  considerably ' better—
though far from enough—in expos-
ing the conditions and espousing the

“interests of the oppressed and ex-

ploited Negro masses.
Below we indicate the situation
among Negroes and their views on

7, various questions as obtained chiefly

from Negro sources.

Protest Censorship
“Apparently the Administration is
adopting a deliberate policy of isolat-
ing the Negro from all of the other
peoples ‘of the world who are inter-
ested in a fight for democracy,” pro-
(Continued on page 4)

Local 719 Joins Flint and Brewster
In Asking End of No - Strike Pledge

‘The executive board of Electromo-
tive. Local 718, UAW-CIO, has joined
the Flint and Brewster locals in ask-
ing the international executive board

. to call-a gpecial convention of the

union "to “reconsider the no -strike
pledge. There was only one dissent-
ing vote on the board—that of Terry
Kendall, who is alleged to be a Sta-
linist stooge. The proposal has not
yet been brought before the Chicago
local's membership, but there is no
doubt that it will overwhelmingly
carry when it is discussed on the un-
ion floor.

We do not know if the Local 719
board adopted a program similar to

the excellent and far-reaching one.

advecated -by Local 599 (Flint) or

- Local 365 (Brewster). A conspiracy

of silence surrounds this most im-
portant of union developments.
The boss press, of course, prefers

to keep qﬁiét. ébuut it. Wé can un-
derstand that. But it iz a disgrace
that this sensational degelopmeut.

‘which sprang out of universal rank

and- file resentment against the raw
deal -labor is .getting, is completely
ighored .in the general union press.
Outside of the papers issued by the
locals that have so far acted, there
has been no reference that we can
recall seeing in any of the union pa-
pers—not even in the United Auto-
mobile Worker or CIO News which
were duty-bound to report and fea-
ture this swelling tide of militant
indignation. * ’

We have heard, but have been un-
able to confirm, that other locals, in
addition to the three cited, have
taken similar ‘action. Surely, the
sentiment - among the rank and file
of the unions iz at white heat in
wanting just what the Flint local in-

itiated-—a special convention 1o dis-
cuss revoking the sinister pledge
made by the labor leaders without
labor's approval. =

WLB the Same Erel:

We do not doubt -that the inter-
national executive board, at its re-
cent meeting, discussed.the proposal.
What they decided has not been re-
vealed. In all likelihood they de-
cided to deliberately side-track the
movement. Hence their flery (but
basically feeble) denunciation of the
WLB —a denunciation which they
haven't followed with any kind of
practical application. There still are
UAW members on the WLB. And the
WLB continues to chisel and cheat
on the legitimate demands of the
workers! '

Nothing has changed
WLB since the Executive

in the
Board

$25,000 Limil‘_

FactsBehmd 'Conglréssi'o_ndl' Fight ori

Big Salaried Men

tem of capitalism exists. Therefore,
it is up to the working people—who
are bearlng the burdens of war—io
put teeth into.their own demand.for
an_ absolute limit of :$25,000 on indi-
vidual income from ALL sources. -

However, there is -another reason
for the “righteous indignation” of the

By JOHN BEERNE
When the new Congress gets going,

one of the measures it will fight hard

against is the $25,000 (AFTER-taxes)

- ter of

emphasized-the point-that—as a mat-
‘principle—it goes -against the
grain: -of ‘capitalist politicians to
fouch the money piles of those for

hose special benefit the profit sys- ¢

‘politicians at any limit on the income

of the rich—and it is also another
reason why only the working people
can enforce the $25,000 limit. It is a

-matter that lies very near the hearts

of the’ political horse-traders in and
out of Congress. Very simply stated,

" it is that THEY CANNOT AFFORD.

TO BITE THE HAND THAT FEEDS

Finance Boss Politics

The rich ment and women whose
“earned” salaries and unearned in-

- »terest, dividends and profits should

‘he frozen at $25,000, are the very
people who  subsidize the Demo-

: cratie. and Republican Partles.

There was a time when the -big
corporations which own both the so-
called rival- political parties openly
contributed large sums to the politi-
cal slush funds. However, now there

-are-laws on'the 'books—supposed to
purify capitalist politics—which 'do °

not allow these dominating corpora-
tione: to make "political contributions

-&8 0orporate entities., “~

Does that mean the du Pont, Mel-
lon and Rockefeller corporations no

" longer control politics? No, they are
ingenious schemers in their own in-
terest. They still enjoy these politi-

cal privileges of the rich. :

These economically and political--
ly monopolistic outfits use a very
simple expedient fo. circumvent the
laws. They merely vote their pres-
idents, vice-presidents, treasurers a
few hundred thousand meore in sal- -
ary—with a string . atfached.  Not

that there isn't enough left for the
personal use of these high-paid offi-
cers, But  there is a ‘clear "and
-~ binding understanding . between: the

corporation and its officers that ten,
twenty or fifty thousand dollars—
ag the case may be—will wander

into the campaign -funds every <"

presidential . year, and that certain -

lesser amounts will be coniributed
to ocongressional and . local cam-
paigns. X

You see how- direct fs -the mﬁnéce :

tion between large individual sala-
ries and the-security of congressional
seats. - Why, by limiting salaries to
$25,000 politicians would: be pulling
the seats right-out from under them-
selves—and: ‘would -be earning the
eternal wrath:of the economic pow-

(Centinued on page:3) ... - |

met and made its criticism. The
reégional sef-up hasn't changed the-
situation one fota.

But we note that the union bu-
reaucrats have suspended their in-
dignant argument with the WLB and
are in fact urging thé acceptance of
this or’that “favorable” décision by
the WLB, ' A “favorable” WLB de-
cision, as for example in Brewster,
is a decision rendered in the face-of
an aroused union membership; in it
the WLB slaps the company’'s wrist
in a public statement and then goes
down the line for the company po-
gition, granting the men an incon-

(Continued on page 2)

_ting down their profits.

Mr. Wickard claim that it was
a toss-up between raising
prices, paying government sub-
sidies to the private owners of
these food industries, or cut-
THE
GOVERNMENT CHOSE TO
BOOST PRICES SO THAT
PROFITS SHALL CONTINUE.

The statement at the begin-

ning of this article that malnu-
trition and actual hunger
threaten the American working
people is no propagandistic
gag.

James Staniford, a Washing-
ton correspondent writing for
the. magazine, AmericanMer-
cury, states: “The United States
has the greatest food producing
plant in the world. In spite of
it, however, Americans face
hunger and all that the word
implies—malnutrition, bent and

‘ill-formed bodies, increased suscep-

tibility to wvarious types of physical

* ailments and a lack of stamina and

staying power.”

Mr. Staniford failed to add that
this calamifous prospect is due—
along with the unusual demands of
the war—to the fact that the produe-
tion and distribution of food is the
source of enormous private profit for
a bunch of bloated capitalists and
bankers who also dictate political
policy.

Borden Profiis

.. An instance in point 1z the 184%

profits of the .Borden Company
which amounted to ELEVEN AND A
HALF PER CENT 'a share on the
market value of its stock. Such prof-

"its, however, do not stay the hand

of -the OPA from ordering an  in-

-crease in milk prices- to FIFTEEN

CENTS A QUART in the New York
area. Nor do such swollen profits
bother ‘the ¢onscience of. the dairy
- "The vice-presidént of the Bordem
Cohpany Hastens to inform the pub-
lic that “Whatever adjustments are
allowed, the industry will take ad-
vantage of them, because it has been
too hard hit not to welcome this
easement of a difficult situation.”

The difficulties of the Borden
Company resolve themselves into
the aforementioned eleven and a

(Continued on page 3)

YOU CAN'T STRIKE.”

“ decisions: against it”

‘What Are You Gonna Do About It?"

R. J. Thomas, president of the UAW, on January 6 practically ad-
mitted that from the viewpoint of the workers’ interest, it was a
terrible mistake to surrender the right to strike. He stated that the
bosses have taken advantage of the no-strike pledge not only to aban-
don collective bargaining but to refuse to settle ordinary grievances.

Furthermore, arrogance has grown among foremén who realize the
workers’ hands have been tied by the nosstrike pledge. Thomas said:
“There are too many cases where foremen have resorted fo what I can
desoribe only as provocation; too many cases in which workers have
been told with a sneer: ‘WHAT ARE YOU GONNA DO ABOUT IT?

Thomas goes on: “In too many cases, management has taken advan-
tage of the no-sirike agreement {o quit bargaining and fo resist arbi-
tration. General Motors set up an impartial arbiter to adjust disputes,
but now is trying-to fire the arbifer because he handed down several

° Fromi-what Themas stated about the WLB, it would appear that he
‘ -thinks the WLB is also faking advantage of the no-strike pledge. The
- 'WLB has established no regional office in Detroit, the hub of the UAW
plants, Of the 7,000 cases pending before the WLB in Washington, the

UAW president bitterly commented: “I said there were 7,000 cases ‘on
file’ in Washington. That is flattering the board. They are not ‘on file.
There are no files. There are no indexes. There are no dockets, There
. are no records. There are nothing but applications, as if shoveled into
-the office of -the board, there fo be piled up indiscriminately.”
~ The WLB has absolutely no plan for handling these cases. Is it far .
amiss to assume that the WLB, like many foremen in industry, thinks;
“WHAT ARE YOU GONNA DO ABOUT IT? YOU CAN'T STRIKE"?
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Through neutral channels a letter
of a Jewish couple, who recently fled
from Germany, has reached this
country. Here are some extracts:

“..When we left, considerable
pessimism prevailed. General opin-
ion is rather shaky, depending on
victories and defeats. There is cer-
tainly no enthusiasm, and there nev-
er was, even after the most impor-
tant successes. A considerable part
of the population, it is difficult to
estimate how high a percentage this
group represents, has ceased to be-
lieve in a German victory. The pub-
lic is quite well informed about the
situation on the fronts. According to
my estimation, 80 or 90 per cent of
all radio owners listen to foreign
broadcasts, despite the high prison
terms that are threatened for such
‘erimes.’

“The enmity toward the regime is
high in all groups, but every sign of
it is ruthlessly suppressed. Even so,
from time to time there are rumors
of revolts, and violations of orders
are numerous. There is a great va-
‘riety of stories, but it is impossible
to check them. I was informed that
in order to be able fo meet every
eventuality, machine gun posts had
been installed in some heavy indus-
try plants. Very frequently, one
finde leaflets that staie clearly frume
feelings. Cursing and grumblmg ‘are

B rogis i Aseel?

Nows from the Socialiss Camp

A LETTER FROM GERMANY—"PESSIMISM PREVAILS”

now common in many places. In
Bavaria, particularly in Munich, the
population, reportedly, openly shows
its enmity. It is related that the
‘Heil Hitler’ is very rarely used there.
It is not often used in Berlin, either.
All have had emough of the war....”

A recent dispatch to the New York

Times confirms this. It is the story

of a Swedish worker just returned
from Germany. He states that the
workers in the war industries do not
associate themselves with the Nazis.
Whenever in recent months the work-
ers in the war industries heard of a
fresh reversé of the army they
hailed it as “one more against the
party,” “one more naﬂ in the party
coffin.”

This worker also stated that the
German workers are employed side
by side with conseripted foreign la-
bor and that deep bonds of solidar-
ity tie them together in a common
front against the Nazis. The organ
of the Nazi black shirts indirectly
confirms this in one of its recent
issues: “The ether has no frontier
and fortified walls cannot be built
against radio waves. Furthermore,
millions of foreigners are at present
distributed all over Germany. You
can subject these foreigners to rigid
discipline, but you cannot- discipline
their thought.” And this is as frue
for German labor as for foreign
workas. R LS G

POLISH NATIONAL COUNCII. HAS ANTI-SEMITE MAJORITY

The Polish National Council in
London passed a motion demanding
the future peace conference to es-
tablish a Jewish state, where all
Jews, scatlered throughout the world,
should be settled. This looks as if
the Polish military clique of  the
semi-fascist reactionary Sikorski has
suddenly been converted to Zionism.

But the real motives are differ-
ent. The sponsor of that motion
was Mrs. Zaleska, 2 member of the
Polish anti-Semitic National Party.
The majority of the members of
the Council who voted this motion
acted upon the anti-Semitle view-

point that Jews, who have been

inhabitants of Peland for many
cenfuries, are foreigners and must
be ousted from there,

There is much protest right now on
the barbaric methods with which
Hitler exterminates the Polish Jews,
and we support this protest. But why
do those who protest Nazi barbarism
not raise their voice against the anti-
Semites who sit right here in the
councils of the United Nations, sup-
posedly waging a war for “democ-
racy”? It is easy to protest against
Hitler'’s methods from New York and
London, but what is the wvalue of
such protests if they do not include
the United Nations anti-Semites?

. MISCELLANY : English ““Socialism”; "Science” Raps Prejudice

“England is on the way to social-
ism,” we have been told by Dorothy

Thompson and other popular jour- -

nalists. Here is' a mnice illustration
(London, December 3): “The War
Office has forbidden the circulation
among troops of the Beveridge re-
port recommending radical post-war
changes in Britain's social security
program, London newspapers re-
vealed foday.”

You'll find a "scientist.” to prove
anything the ruling class wants to

be proved, and not only in Nazi Ger-
many. The French Academy of
Mgldichm recently declared, through
the organ of one of its members:
“Rats are edible. In reality their
meat is better than that of the pig
or ‘the rabbit. ‘If the public would

to overcome what has always been
an insurmountable repugnance to in-
troduce this meat into ifs alimenta-
tion. By this way the meat ration
would be increased for everybody.”
(From Le Jour, Montreal.)

By W. CLIFF

Sperry workers, recently organized
into Loocal 450, UE-CIO, are facing a
new atfack by the management. The
company has officially announced the
abandonment of the three eight-hour
shifis for a new sysiem of two ten-

+ hour shifts. With its customary dis-

regard for the interests of its work-
ers, the management has not yet re-
vealed such important details as the
payment of a night bonus, the start-
ing hours of each Ehift, or the num-
ber of days to be in the work-week.

Workers who know the company
have good reason to be smspicious of
this reluctance to give information.
They know that the company has
been playing around for a long time

now with the two-shift idea, and that
Gillmor, Malkovsky & Co. don’t even °

hint about anything unless they're
pretty sure il won't eat into their
profits. The bosses aren’t kidding

anybody. They know exactly how:

this two-shift system will- work out
down to the last penny.

Of course, Sperry recognizes
that in the solidarity displayed by
the workers in the recent election
they have something to ocontend
with. Se they’ll have to test the
union’s strength first and confuse
the men with trial balloons in the

SAN PEDRO—The staggered shift.
has finally been ended at the Los‘
Angeles Shipyard. This system of -

working seven days in a row with
the eighth off, each day off being a
different day in the week, has finally
been lifted. When it was first put in
—at the insistence of Mr. Green of
the War Production Board, the cor-
poration, the union officials and the
Stalinists—it was argued that the
staggered week was absolutely es-
sential in order to increase and speed
up production.

Most of the union members: felt
that if the company really wanted to
increase production, it ought first to
fill the three shifts to capacity. When
they said this, they were denounced
as everything rotten and vile. And
when -the workers went on to say
that the company’s staggered week
was a cheap, chiseling attempt to
evade the forty-hour law and to
break down the union, the hysterical
screams and curdes, especially from
the Stalinists, filled the air. “Trot-
skyite,” “slacker,” ‘saboteur,”

Stalinists. -- No

Walter S. Pollard, Jr., recently ap-
pointed administrator for Local 9,
modestly claims, in a recent inter-
view in the Labor Herald, the state

ete.
But now we’ ledrn ‘that the staggered
. know this it would be .easier. for .it.-week goes-out: No-protest from the:-
denunciations, no.
. curses—just silence! Why?

‘Sperry Plans Shift Change

Shop Stewards_ Bear Responsibility for Dq_fend'ing Workers' Interests

form of “unofficial” rumors dis-
creetly circulated by foremen and
stooges, without having to commit
themselves. Then, if they are
forced to sit down with union rep-
resentatives, they may be able to
“‘compromise” on the plan they've
kept to themselves all along~—and
perhaps pui across some viclous
“stagger system” to work the men
on Sundays without paying them
double time. They will undoubted-
ly &ry to make the workers swal-
low a bonus of less t* n the usual
15 per cent for night work., And
all this, of course, in the name of
“production.”

And wha_t will be the attitude of
the union in all this? If the UE of-
fice bureauerats are allowed to fol-
low their usual spineless line, they
will bow low and respectfully sug-
gest the formation of a “labor-man-
agement committee” for an increased
speed-up of the workers.

It is up to the workers them-
selves, through their shop stewards,
who represent the REAL wunion
meovement in Sperry, to tell beth
union bureaucrats -and = company
bosses in no uncertfain-terms, what
they think of this two-shift idea.

CIO paper, part of " the ‘credit for

-negotiations ‘which led.to the aban- -

donment of the- staggered' week.

But the truth of the matter is
that ALL the credit for the dis-
carding of the staggered week
must go to the rank and file work-

ers who week after week stayed -

out on Sunday, giving up their
time and a half in order to force
the issue to a successful end. We
don’t know what the figures were
on absenteeism on Sundays, but
we know that it ran into four fig-
ures. It was this action which
forced the hand of the company.
It was this protest stay-out, organ-
ized by the workers themselves,
which won this viohry for the
union,

In spite of all t.he boasting and the
back-tracking that will be heard
from all sides, the workers will re-
member who was for and who

against the staggered week. They
will also remember thaf it was their -

own action alone that finally caused
the cancellataon
week et SRR RS ah g e

The Bethlehen» Yard workers, also
organized in Local 9, dispirited and
demoralized by the stalling anti-un-
ion tactics of the corporation, have

cof e staggered

They might mention to the man-
agement that eight hours wunder
Sperry conditions takes enough out
of a worker and that if they expect
more production in ten hours under
the same conditions, they’'re due for
a let-down. They should make it
clear that the main cause of the
production bottleneck is the bun-
gling of the company itself, and that
workers resent being penalized for
Sperry m;smauagement.

And when iho bouu use the
“Iabor shortage” gag, Sperry work-

© ors must demand that the company

let down the Jim Crow bars and
drop its anti-Semitic hiring prac-
tices, in order to give some of the
thousands of locked-out workers in
New York a chance to improve the
“production” the bosses feel so “pa-
triotic” about.

UE members must see to it that
the union talks along these lines, too.
They have already demonstrated
their power in militant attion. They
must use that power again and again
to defeat the company’s maneuvers
against them. And in this matter, as
before, the responsibility rests main-

1y with those shop stewards who are

the real leaders and mi].ttant spokes-

‘men for the workers.

up-until now received very-little en-

couragement from the union.-Only

promises—wait till the WLB--hands:

down a decision. Local 9 has.recent-

1y started a vigorous campaign in-

side the Bethlehem Yard to recruit
members and revitalize . the yard.
Since the NLRB election, “held in
September, 1841, a contract between
the local and the corporation has
been pending —awaiting the deci-
sions of various governmental boards.

The Bethlehem workers must have
a contract. Obtaining that, as well as
enforcing it‘after they have if, will
probably be accomplished only after
the workers show that they are in
earnest through militant action. This
is the only language the bosses know,
and that is the language that makes
the’ Washington bureaucrats scurry
around frantically to dig out of their
files the musty, dust-covered folders
and render a decision.

The case of Paul Boyich, chief

shop steward in the LA Yard, who

.. was fired somie weeks'ago on-a phony
"~ basis by the corporation, -has gone

to arbitration after the company’s
refusal to accept the conciliator’s
recommendation for re-hiring. The
corporation’s case against’ Boyich is
so groundless and obviously framed
up that we are led to believe that

“Indian intellectuals who tuned in
to the British .Broadcasting Co.

short wave radio blinked with surs "

prise. Over the air they were re-
ceiving explicit instructions on how
to conduct a campaign of passive
resistance.... But the BBC was: try-
ing to instruct Italians, not Indians,
in slowdown technique,”—Time,

-—I‘AW
“I am not making guns

not fighting for a quart of milk for

every Hottentot."—W, .P. Witherow, -

National Manutactms Assn. presi-
dent.

It’s okay, Withlc. Ghmhill (and
Willkie and the boys) aren't either,
but you got to admit it sounds good.

~LA—

“These factics are met by keeping
the British announcements as clear
and ambiguous as is possible.’—
—Hartford Courant, quoted in the
New Yorker.

In a word, Luce-id.

—LA— T
“The renewed agitation for a Jew-

~ ish army isn't going to get anywhere.

Notes from the We,st Coast Shipyards

Local 9 Members Force End of Stag__gergd__Shiﬁ in Los Angeles Yard—New Campaign at. Béil_iléhe_ﬁi

his being fired had deeper motives.
Namely, they wanted to see what the
union would do when they fired a

.reasonably militant member. To date

the union has stood its ground firm-
ly. We can only hope that it will
continue fo do so.

*

Local ® has begun to take action
on the scandalous shortage of meats,
butter and eggs in the Los Angeles
area, which is causing a rapid growth
of the black market. These items
may be purchased provided you have
the price—eggs from 65 to 756 cents
a dozen; butter 64 cents a pound and
meat at almost any price. The union
has started to take action to meet
this situation and although it is too
early to comment, we can only say
that action taken by the workers
themselves to gain control over the
cost of commodities and their dis-
tribution is the only way that real
price control and a fair distribution
can be guaranteed.

Bﬁ)} Labor Action
In No. Philadelphia:

8.E. Corner—19th and Columbia.
N.W. Corner—19th and Mastet.
N.E. Corner—20th and Turner.

Sends $1.00 to Defend
Freedom. of Press

Dear Edi.tor.

Enclosed find one dollar to help
finance the fight to maintain the
freedom of the press. Will send
more later if the paper is nr.ot re-
leased soon.

Is this the freedom tor whmh we

sre gending the boys all over the’
world to defend? We must defend it

on the home front—the most impor-
tant front.

"E.T.B.
Michigan.

Says L.A. Has 'Guts
To Publish Truth’ '

Editor:

To men with guts to pubhsh the
truth, for truth is mightier than the
sword:

My anticipation was the bureau-
crats in Washington, D. C., would
halt LABOR ACTION and try to
make {t cease from telling the truth.
You see all.over the world embat-
tled brigandage, debauch of govern-
ment extravagance, wobbly bhoards
who could net run a business of their
own. They _q;g;_tr_ust each other .and
barély trust.themselves. They - hate
for the truth to be known, for they
prornised the labor man everything
then tell them you work where 1
say or to the Army you go. They
want to poison truth at its fount,
embitter life, enslave peoples and
strap upon their backs and upon the
backs of their unborn children bur-
dens of toil and misery. Why not pay
half of their salary and the increase
just given the federal workers in
stamps? Is that not what they told
the defense workers?

Last week a tall, gaunt, leathery-
visaged, calm-voiced Arkansas hill-
billy with the great, pale, cavernous
blue eyes of one who has worked un-
der hot suns in the cotton felds since
he was a child of four, having a large
and well chosen vocabulary, a white

| than spending ten years in the South
as the champion of the rights of the
Negraes, spoke-in. churches and halls
in Los Angeles. That man was John

Russell Butler, 40 years old. He left ..'.

New York last October on a. lecture

téur  against the poll-tax in every.

large city. He began here in a
ehurch. He said'that in the national
_-e‘leehm California hnd a. mﬂtﬁu

of 6,807,387, which entitles this state
to twenty representatives

ington, D. C. The eight poll-tax
states, Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia,
Tennessee, Mississippi, South Carp-
lina, Virginia and Texas, have a total

“population of 23,998,109, which gives
them seventy - eight representatives.
. But whereas 3,268,529 persons voted

in California, only 2,994,814 voted in
the éight poll-tax states put together.
With fewer persons  voting,  those

states sent four.times as_many rep-.

resentatives to_ Washington. This is

- not just a Negro issue. The vast ma-

jority, white and black, did not vote
in those states. They were the 6,000,-
000 poor whites and the 4,000,000 Ne-
groes who could not pay the poll-tax
—a requirement for eligibility ' to
vote. They have always been too
poor to pay it. The average family
income of poor whites and Negroes
ranges from $4.00 a week in Missis-
sippi to $9.00 a week in Virginia.
They call us poor white trash or
“n—rs” and lucky to eat and have
rags to cover us and a shack to live
in. They want manpower in factories
for defense but no “n—r"” in the fac-
tory. They say whites and Negroes
can't get along together. When 60

/ T———

The New Issue of
New International
Is Now on Sale!

" This lively issue contains:
After Pearl Harbor—by A. G.
An Analysis of Russian Econ-

omy—by F. Forest.

Two Discussions of the Na-
tional Question—by Europacus
and F. W. Smith.

- Facts- About -
Franc:s Tay[or Gy _ ]

The Socialist Ideal in the
World Crisis—by R.- Fahan.

Plus Archives, Book Reviews
and several - rnlsoellqneous arti-
C‘QS. o e

‘Order’ your “copy mow. from-

Japan — by

“fhe: New International, 114
West 14th Street, New York

in the"
House of Representatives in Wash-

per cent 'are Negroes, 40 per cent
white are tenant farmers, they don't
fight. Seventeen per: cent of the
voters are running the eight states.
At one time they shot an organizer.
But we are still going on, because we
know we are right to get some cash
for our share in crops.
This is just a few h:gh spots in. hrs
talk.
We wish you success. )
CT. .

San: Pedro, Calif.

Raps CP Leaflet )
At Brewster Plant

Dear Editor:

Enclosed find leaflet distributed
(by the Communist Party) in front
of Brewster. Isn't it disgusting how
these fellow workers carry on?

We at Brewster are terribly low
paid. We have a clause in our union
coniract about evaluation. It is al-
most one year that this evaluation

has been kicked around by our great .

Mr. Van Duesen, who, by. the way,

makes $60,000 a year at Brewster, be-

sides his other incomes.

Do you wonder why we are get-
ting disgusted. and want our. nght ;

(they never asked the worker) to
strike, back again? How do you Ijlk?
that part that says: “Certain disrup-
ters are trying to provoke wildeat
walkouts.” Then they say: “By re-
sponsible and organized action, labor
can win 1ts demands and further the
war effo

1 say, what can you do Wlﬂ'l a com-
pany that refuses to play ball? They
know (or at least they hope) we will
not strike. They know if we strike
even other workers in non-war in-
dustries will be led against us be-
cause of the press.

So we are with our backs against
the wall. We don't want to strike
but I guess there isn't much of a
choice left. First our fellow comrnu-
nists say “don't walk out” "Then they
. say organized action. Yau Just can't
make them out. -

- Your paper is. swell.

Brewsiet Worker.

Crltu:wes Editmg__
Of ‘CIO News

Dear Editor: .
The CIO News, omcial pubueaﬁen
of the CIO, dm_n_qt_ répresent the

rank and file union member. - Rather,
it represents the views of its Stalin-
ist-tinged editor, Len De ‘Caux; and
the top bureaucracy of the CIO. For
a newspaper that is supposed to
speak for the most militant section
of the organized labor movement in

. America, it is unusually timid -and
fearful of treading upon -'the ‘boss’”

toes. . Any militant action’ that is

.. taken by workers in this country or

abroad is either uompletely mnored
or is looked upon as “outlaw,” :
A-good 60 per cent of the artwlaz,

‘in--the last few issues had nothing

to-dowith trade union problems ar
organizational news, but were solely
concerned with “selling” the war to
the workers, stories of bond sales,
ete. In every issue you are sure to
find tales of great democracy in Eng-
land, glorification of such world-fa-
mous leaders of labor as Imperialist

Churchill with his lackey, Bevin, the

“democratic” Sir Oliver Lyttleton,
Dictator Chiang Kai-shek and Butch-
er Joe Stalin. It is especially amus-
ing, perhaps pitiful would be more
correct, to read how happy the Rus-
sian workers are in their “demo-

cratic trade unions,”” which are no
- more democratic trade unions than
. Gnmarws “Labor’ Fronts” ‘are. |

“Let us examine the becember a
iésie. The two major articles on the

" first page—do they have anything to.
do with any organizational . gains -
made recently or .any better con-.
tracts for organized shops, or any .
plans for new organizational drives?: .
No, not at all. Do they have any-

thing to do with the freezing of la-
bor that is now taking place in vari-
ous parts of the country? No, cer-
tainly not. Well, do they at all con-
cern themselves with the myriad of
problems that face labor in this cri-
sis? See for yourself.

The lead article is concerned solely
with the role unions are playing in
community war chests! The second
article’s headline is “RAYON CLAD
LEGS LOOK FINE, Union Assures
the Ladies”!!
inconspicuous column, there's a. sf.ory
that belongs on the first page. That’

_is the story of the UAW executive
‘board’s threat to rescind its nor.
:._stzlkep!edseitﬁonsressdogm'tpus
- the $25000 limit That's what the.
_workers of America want 1o hear, .

notwhatkindofstonkimthewm
en will have to wear. But you can -
bet that it's no accident. THAT atory
was buried on page eight,

Was there aﬁout the

_mmwsm@mumm '

On page eight, in an .

no-strike pledge, that was given in
such detail .in LABOR -ACTION?
Not a word. Was there. anything
mentioned about the fight at the New
Jersey CIO convention to pass a
similar resolution? The CIO News
is mum on all of this,
The workers must not appear

" militant in the eyes of the -bos
_That’s what the union bureaucrats
say. That's what their organ says.

But by appeasing the ‘bosses in this
way, labor Wwill give up-in a few

months what" it has- taken :-rears to

build.

Unless the CIO News changes this
fatal policy and becomes a fighting
newspaper it will come in time to

- have even less influence than it has

now. - This applieg_as well to the én-
tire CIO.

PS—It is mtereshng to note that
the most militant part of the entire
newspaper are the extremely clever
cartoons entitled “The Upper Crust”
and ‘which are to 'be found on the
last page.

M.P.

‘Memo’ from One of

“Uncle Joe’s Boys '..ﬁ

LABOR ACTION: p
"Please digcontinue ma;lmﬂ LABOR

ACTION to the American Commu- -

nications Association, attn. Mr. Sil-

berman, 88 Broad Street, New York.

mf.;.

Your stencil is labeled L Comp.
As you know, no one at ‘ACA asked
for copies of your paper, no one is
interested in it, and we would ra-
ther not bhe annoyed hy -getting
copies.

The paper is scurrilous, inaccu-
rate, a tool of fifth columnists and:
dangerous to the. war -effort—small
and insignificant as it is.

We wholeheartedly agree with the
Post Office that it should be barred
from the mails—it is no better than
Social Justice.

[ ] ~

(The sender evidently lacked the
courage of his convictions. He didn't
sign his name—Editor.) :

Buy LA and NI |
In Detroit at:

Carl’s Book Store, Clairmount and
Woodward.
Book Store, Baltimore and Cass.

In Buffalo:

Main and Huron, next
to Gamler's.

Pass this pdper on. Givé- it
to your feﬂow worker,
like it.

Introductory Offer
TO: '
LABOR ACTION

114 WEST 14th STREET
" New York, N Y.

&

SIX MONTH SUBSCRIPTION 25¢!

e

or tanks-
fo win a ‘people’s révolution' I am -

/s

q

The subject has again been discussed.

by the highest British authorities ..

within the last- month and turned: =
down flatly on recommendation of = -

military -authorities. Jews in Pales-
tine who wish to serve can enlist

freely in the British army.”—News-

week,

chlwlwmtosemwhur'
An important quutlon. 7

—LA="

“One year hence about half ot.
‘what_people need will be rationed, ~
according to plans now -made-or in '’

the making.... Ration coupons will

become a currency and will he ' des

posited in banks by retailers in seps
arate accounts, ‘In order to buy new
stock a retailer will give two checks,
one for money and one for ration
checks. .. Most people do not yet be-
lieve the extent of -civilian ecuts
which are coming-along."—Kiplinger
Washington Letter,

“The wholesale food price index
rose two cenis to $4.02 for the week
ended December 22, a new high for
the last twenty-two years.... This
represents a rise of 17.5 per cent
above a year ago.”wNew York
Times. : _ .

—LA— ' '

This side of the picture: you're -
paying more, a lot more, for food,”
And the other side is that some peo-’

profit ‘on food: “Renewed reports

‘frem Waghington that - the ceiling

price for four might be raised 78
cents a barrel started mills and pro-:

- fessional operators buying wheat fu--

tures and the prices of that grain '
rose. .. Profit-taking checked the
upturn.’—New York Times.

Swift & Co.,, meat packers, in-
creased their sales 38 per cent over
last year: NET profit, atter deduct.
ing for all taxes, regular and excess,
was $2.86 a share, Last year the profit
was $3.01 a share—which means nof
that the profit was less this time, but
that more was salted away. The con-
tingency reserve was increased by
almost three and a half million dol-
lars, and the surplus by just over
four and a half million dollars, mak-
ing together $1.37 more on each
share .of stock. When this is added
to the profit on the books, it makes
a total of profit and reserves of $4.23
a share, more than 40 per cent ‘over -
last year. Again, this is AFTER all
taxes have been deducted. :

—~LA— : 5
As Silone hag a fascist say in his
latest -book: “Christ once said that:-

‘man shall not-live by bréad alone:’l: . iisc
But modern society has gone .even: -

further than Christ; modern .man
has furnished proof that he can give.
up even bread.”

—LA—

“The United Korean Committee in
America protest against conclusions
of the Institute of World Affairs that..
Korea, now a part of the Japanese
Empire, should be placed under a
mandate of a foreign power after -
the war.... ‘We wish to inform you .
that the people in Korea are more
than capable of self-rule and are
fighting for no less than absolute ine
dependence and freedom. The peo=
ple of Korea do not want any peace

it there is no freedom.'”--New York

Times.

Thsy’realmoanm-sﬁh!a-
dians. Probably Japanese propee
ganda.

Locul 7'I9--

(Continued h-mm 1)

sequential increase in wages. This
increase (let us say, two cents an

_hour) is thereupon reported in-the -
boss press as a terrific concession to 4

labor.
A Job for Militants
The militants in the unions, nota-
bly those in the Flint, Brewster and
Electro-Motive locals, have a tres
mendous job on their hands. They
must not allow the movement they
initiated to be buried under a cal.
culated landslide of bureaucrattc d- &
lence. )
We have no information at praseut

.astowhat!urthersupsthemint

militants hate- taken.” But we do"
note with d:lmay that the Brewster

‘leadership gives~ indication of yield--

‘ing its militant ‘stand=—to' the" paint

- where ‘it is -evidently ‘willing to° ges - -

He’ll-: cept the phony WLB: decision “on -

Brewster. Théy drew up a splendid
program. If they were  serious in
doing that, and we take it for- grant—
ed that they were, thaw cannot allow

_.its suffoeation under bureaucrat:c

pressure.

The UAW constitution provides
that a special convention can be
called by the executive board or by
fifteen locals in five states with
an aggregate membership of not
less than 20 per cent of the total
membership, The first has failed.
The second is more difficult. It
will take some doing. But if can .
be done! It is a cumbersome pro-
“cedure, but it can be done. be--

cause it reflects the doepeﬂ. sen-

timent of the unlon ranks, .

. The labor movement, with a thou- - .'
.. 'sand and one anti-labor moves and -
. measures clutching at iis “throat, fs
being strangled in the noote of the, j "
“no-strike pledge. This will get worss.
Labor needs untied hands. to fight.
_"back. Flint, Brewster and Hlectro- .
- “Motive have started the march. That
-'marchmust&llnmommt!m!vlt




T BYRITE &

- By R. CRAINE

There is now a wholesale exodus
of Puerto Rican governmental offi-
cials who :are -going to Washington
" 'to present their cases regarding the
acute food shortage on. the island.
In it is revealed the situation of the
 Puerto Rican masses forty-five years
.-after the United States took posses-
sion of the island. Although most
newspapers and statesmen blame the
present crisis on the war and the
curtailment of shipping to and from
the island, the truth is that forty-
five years of American. rule is re-

sponsible for a .situation which is

now coming to a.head...

Even when there were enough
ships sailing to- Puerto Rico, bring-
ing in rice, beans:and. salt cod, and
taking away the cash crops, sugar,

- rum, fobaceo-and coffee, hunger was -

the daily lot of the:people.

Every commission ever sent down
by the United States government to
investigate conditions has reported

on . the semi-starvation level at-

‘which most of the population exists.
dn 1930, for example, the Red Cross
reported that one-eighth ‘of the pop-
nlation was in’ immediate danger of
dying of starvation.

Poverty-Stiricken Masses 5
And how could it be otherwise.
‘ when in “normal” times, according
to government statisticians, Puerto
Rican workers needed about $1.35 a
day to feed a tamﬂy of five (on rice,

_rotten fish and rotten medt) but I_md'

' an income of 6nly $150 a year!

Today conditions are even worse!.
Half of the population of nearly
two millions is.dependent on re-
Hef or is unemployed. About 250,-
000 persons_have no income what-
soever! This affects about half of
Peurto Rico’s 340,000 families.

The average income today is

~ ' about $200 a-year, bui the minimum

requirement for food alone is about
. $2.25 a day. This does not take into
account other living expenses-— for
shelter, clothing, medication, etc.
One newspaper man reports that the
~“ cheapest kind of beef sells for 59
cents a pound, the smallest and
cheapest eggs are $1.00 a dozen, on-
ions are 40 cenfs a pound, Drugs
and medication against malaria, the
island’s most prevalent disease, are
practically -unobtainable.

' Depend on Sugar

Today's situation is not so much -

the outgrowth-of the war (although
_ it has served to aggravate it) as it

is the result of American occupa-
tion. Until the United States took
over the island, Puerto Rico was able
o' raise most of its own food. Grad-
- ually, however, the.large corpora-

tions tool . confrol of agriculture,-

driving the Puerto Rican farmers off
the best lands, which were converted
into huge sugar plantations so that
now sugar is the island’s basic crop.

Today the whole economy of the
island is dependent upon the produc-
tion and sale of sugar—and the pop-
ulation must depend upon imports
“ for its food and other necessities.

The curtailment of shipping space
caused by the war has meant that
Puerto Rico has not been able to
‘export its only cash crop, and has
~ been unable to import the food items
upon which its people subsist. In ad-
dition, the conversion of the island
into a military base, -and the large
number of American soldiers there
at the present time, has meant that

whatever food does reach the zsland

is used by the military. :.

Feud Over Tugwell
Those who are chiefly responsible
~ for the critical situation are now
trying to utilize it for their own
ends. Governor Tugwell, appointed
by the President last year, seems
to be the main target of the attack
by the sugar interests. Tugwell has

been “under attack by, the -reaction-

ary elements of the country because

‘upon his appointment he made some

~ very “radical” proposals.
One of these was that the 500-acre
law be put into effect, that is, that

the gigantic plantations .be broken ... .

into smaller. farms, .and, .secondly,
. that the island begin to raise crops
other than sugar in order to become
. more self-sufficient. These proposals
‘were especially favorable to the na-
‘ tive landed interests, who sought to

curb the power of the. big’ United

‘States sugar corporat.lons which

practically owned the

last summer) since the sugar barovs
had sufficient meant to prevent this,

Led by .Bolivar. Pagan, resident
commissioner, the . anti » Tuzwell

group blames the Ametican governar -

for the food. shortaze. As unofficial

representative of fhe sugar inter-

ests, he has come to the United States
to demand the removal of Tugwell.

On the other hand, Munoz-Marin,
president of the Puerto Rican Senate
and leader of the Popular Party,
represents the mnative landowners
who would benefit by the Tugwell
program, He has therefore come to
the United States to defend Tugwell

Etiquette—Boss Style
In a small pamphlet published for
the information of American troops

we read the following:

- do noet like to be called or referred

: These'
- proposals were. never. put into. ef- .
feet (as LABOR .ACTION @red!sﬁed y

__]edo.
City and areas in Indiapa.

But no one has yet appeared- who-

in New Caledonia bsralot_:alaut.hor."

'Torthozuidamo!strmaus. A
mb‘menﬂoued’mtthemﬁm"

_to as kanakaé To their mingd it has -
_ a derogatory ‘sense. “When calling or-
addresdng & nhﬁve-’call mm ‘i_?q;r.”'

will defend the people of Puerto
Rico!

In Washington. twoe commiitees

have been set up to hold hearings - -
gitnation in Puerto

on the food
Rico. We have already been given
an inkling of how cynically and
brutally the United States Con-
gress will deal with the problem
of geiting food and relief to the
hundreds of thousands of victims
of the actual famine, Last month
a congressional committee approved
a bill for $15,000,000 to aid the
Puerto Ricans grow their own
_food, but it attached a rider to this
bill. ¥t saw in its power to appro-
priate money an opportunity to
take a sock af a-political opponent.
So, forgetting about the urgency of
the situation, the committee de-
cided to withheld all funds as long
as Tuogwell remains governor.

Caught in the conflict between the

American and Puerto Rican proper-

ty interests, and the corresponding

conflict between the different gov-
ernment agencies are the Puerto Ri-
can masses, whose condition grows
worse from day to day. They know
that the présent situation is the ac-
cumulation of the economic ills the

, island has suffered for the last half

century, They know, too, that even
if Munoz - Marin's proposition that

_Puerto Ricans elect their own gov-

ernor is carried, the food problem
will still remain.

The conflicc between the two

groups of exploiters over who shall.

wring the profit out of the sweat and
toil of the Puerto Rican workers

- cannot end in an improvement of

their conditions of life. Apart from
the immediate shipment of food and
medication to the island the only so-
lution for them is liberation from
both the. American and native ex-
ploiters. Freed of these, and as the
owners of their own land, the Puerto
Rican people feel that they will be
able to feed themselves.

uerto Rnﬁ'an Mosses Sta;'ve Wa"ace Debunkea - HIS WOI' "d WI"
While the Politicians Feud

Be Hunting Ground For $ Diplomacy

By ERNEST LUND. .
Henry A. Wallace, the first speech-making vice-
president in American-history -and -hero of The

-Nation-PM-Daily. Worker brand of “liberals,” last

week made the third of hlS major wartime
speeches,

In the first speech, he hailed this as the
“century of the ¢ on man.” In the second,
he saw the economic sysiems of Russia and
the United States growing closer together. In
his last speech he complained that his first two
speeches were badly misunderstood. What he
really was talking about, it now becomes plain,
is that America must organizé the world for
.the “century of American big business.”

The speech took up ‘two major questions: the

political orgamzatmn (or the policing) of the post-
war world, and the economlc organization follow-
‘ing the war.

PROPOSES SUPER LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The past-war world should, according to Wal-
lace, be run by a super-League of Nations. This
will ‘be modeled upon Wilson's plans except that
it will really have teeth because, unlike 1919, this
time America will get behind it. Wallace would
have been more truthful had he bluntly said that
this time America will run it.

A study of the famous debates in the Senate
that led to Ameucan refusal to join the League
of Nations will show that the greatest fear of the
Republican majority, direct spokesmen for Wall
Street, was that the USA would be a minority in
a league dominated by Great Britain. American
capitalism chése a free hand. However, following
an American victory in this war, they look for-
ward to an-entirely differefit situation.

Germany, Italy and Japan will be disarmed
and “policed”-France will have. about as much to
say as did, let us say, Rumania in 1919. England

will be so dependent.- upon .America (as France

was upon England in 1919) that she will have lost
her former commanding role in .world -affairs.
American food and economic aid will also bring
the lesser nations. into line.

All this leaves is Russia. The rést of Europe
-will be only too glad to call upon American help
to save them from Russian “meddling” in the af-
‘fairs of Europe. We can be sure that the political
spokesmen of American capitalism will have no

will qmckly change into Amerxcan “international-

ism.
But.even in such 2 super-League, Americac:
is' to keép its own back yard for itself. While
America ‘would dominate ‘the whole, through -
the “regional principle” it would exclusively
dominate Pan America, that is, Latin America
and Canada—the fields of the greatest Wall
Street- investments.

Waliace goes on to repeat the now.four-square
gospel of Amencan imperialism, “equality of op-
portuﬁity’ in international trade.” This has become
the sacred doctrine of the American industrial
giants, preached with equal fervor by the con-
servative Hull and the “anti-imperialist” Willkie.
For all of them it means the end of COLONIAL
imperialism, like British rule in India, in favor
of DOLLAR imperialism, like American rule in
South America.

“Equality of opportunity in international

... trade,” means to Wall Street a preference for

“banana republics” ruled by puppet dictators

who get their orders via Sumner Welles, over

British, French and Dutch colonies in which

the mother country has first choice in picking
the ripe fruits of exploitation.

Wallace spent a section of his speech in deal-
ing with the criticisms made of his earlier spéech-

es, The -president of the U.S. Chamber of Com- *
‘merce had said, in reply to Wallace, that he was

not interested in fighting a war to give a quart of
milk to every Hottentot. Hull had made some un-
kind remarks about “utopianism.” Wallace's an-
swer amounted, in effect, to saying that he was
still in favor of a quart of milk for every child in
the world but; what he meant was that it should
be delivered at a profit’ by the Bordén Milk Trust.

NO ANSWER TO THIS CONTRADICTION
He made it clear that the only hope he saw for

world prosperity in the post-war period was based-

upon an American capitalist organization of the
world economic order. He pointed to Anerican
imperialist rule over the Philippines as an exam-
ple of what he meant by American economic in-
tervention on a world scale, “But it is also tfrue
that stronger nations, like our own, can provide
guidance, technical advice and, in some cases, cap-
ital investment to help those nations which are
just starting ‘'on the path of industrialization.”
There is one contradiction that Wallace leaves

unanswered. After stating the need of American
investments to ' industrialize b_a_ci_(ward nations,
Wallace. later -on says -that “Our surplus will’ be

far greater than ‘éver within a few years after ,,

this war comes to an end.”

But these newly industrialized countries
will also be producing a surplus. What are
they expected to do with it? Their failure to
dispose of it at a profit means they will quit
producing. This, means no further industrial-
ization. This means no further American pro-
duction for export of basic goods like steel,
machinery, railroad equipment, cement, glass,
etc. This means unemployment in Pittsburgh,
Detroit, and Chicago.

Yet Wallace poses exactly this guestion: “This

problem is well recognized by the average man on.

the street, who sums it up in a nutshell like this:
If everybody can get a job in war workenow, why
can’t everybody have a job in peacetime produc-
tion later on?”

And what is his answer? None! None, be-
yond pious wishes and faith in what he ecalls
the “new type of industrialist.” He probably
means men like Henry Kaiser. But what good
will production genius do when people do not
have the money to buy? What good did it do
the country in 1933 to know that Ford had the
ability to make millions of cars when few had
the money to buy a car, and balf of Ford’s
‘workers were unemployed?

Wallace spoke about the “plans that will speed
up the shift from a government-finnced war pro-
gram to a privately-financed program of peace-
time activity. Why we needed government financ-
ing in war and private bank capital financing in

peacetime, Wallace did not stop to .explain. If -
. government financing is superior for one, why not

for the other? Or is it less important when all that
is at stake in peacetime are jobs and happiness of
85 per cent of the people?

We need government financing of industrial

production not only in peacetime, but government
OWNING and governmeni PLANNING to guar-
antee a job and a living wage for all. BUT THIS.
CAN ONLY BE DONE WHEN A :  WORKERS.
GOVERNMENT IS IN POWER. ' The economic
nightmare of this crazy world can only_be straight-
ened out through socialist production for. USE
instead of capitalist production: for profit!

objections to this set-up. Their 1919 isolationism

What India Means to the American Working Class

A Soaahst India Is the Only Genuine Solution

By J. R. JOHNSON
(Continued from last week)
Let us now sum up our coneclu-
sions so far:

(1) British imperialism and Amer-
ican imperialism are carrying on an

“inside struggle over who is to reap

the profits of exploitation in India,

(2) The Indian Congress, repre-
senting the landlords and capitalists,
like all the mative ruling groups in
the Far East runs from one impe-
rialist grop to another. At the
present moment the Congress is

seeking frantically to negotiate with

Britain, hoping to use Roosevelt and
American pressure to force conces-
sions from Britain.

(3) The central fact of the Indian
struggle is the backwardness of the
economy, whose agricultural produc-
tion has been destroyed without the
substitute of modernized industry.
This gives drive to the nationalist
movement but it is on the very back-
wardness of the country that Indian
landlords, money lenders and capi-
talists thrive.. They are therefore in-
capable of unleashing the only force
which can throw the British out, be-

“cause to do so would destroy their

own position.
.(4) The most important political
development of the war so far is
~ the awakening of the Oriental peo-
ples. India is today the center.
What the Indian workers and peas-
-ants_do next may well be the final
. push_which will unloose a revolu- -
tionary struggle in the Far East
embracing nearly a billion people.
All the ruling groups, in the Far
East and out of if,. are acutely

aware of th!s aml all statements,
silences, etc., must be closely
watched and analyzed in relation
to the particular interests of the
parties involved.

The present leaders of. the Con-
gress hope fo . use the Japanese
threat and - the : revolutionary fer-
ment to force concessions out of
Britain, Roosevelt and Willkie hope
to pacify the Far Eastern masses and
save face in Europe,by backing sec-
tions of the Indian Congress as rul-
ers of India, Churchill knows that
this will throw the Congress right
into the hands of the United States
and gives notice, “We mearn to hold
our own."”

What India Needs

Isn't it clear that the only way
out of this mess for the poverty-

stricken Indian peasants and work- -

ers is to realize' that the emancipa-

tion of the workers must be-the work -

of the workers-themselves? ‘Whom
can they trust? - Every - mperiahst
power, Axis or anti-Axis, every na-

tive ruling group, have but oné pur--
pose—to exploit India or ife the In-

dian struggle J'ur nielr own ends

India needs the wiping ontof the "

prhwec, landlords -and money-lend-

ing parasites. who suck the peas- -

antry dry; it needs the develop-
ment of indusiry to raise the pro-
ductive capacity of the couniry,
and tfo reorganize agricultural pro-
duction on a higher technical level.

We must bear this constantly in
mind, for if we do not we lose sight
of the fact that merely driving out
the British will not solve the Indian

problcm True, the British are t.he
main problem today; they loot and
plunder India mercilessly. But if it
were possible (and it is by no means
absolutely . impossible),

only that another imperialism would
loot and plunder, and the country
as a whole would continue on its
road to ruin.

The proper reorganization of the
Indian economy c¢an be accom-
plished only by the destrnction of
ALL the exploiters, ie, by a so-
cialist India. This may seem re-
mote. It is not so at all. When an
‘Indian peasant or worker says:
“The British must go. Bui I can-
not trust Gandhi- or Nehru any
longer. What we have to do, we
workers and peasants must do ‘our-
selves,” then he is a revolutionary

. socialist, whether he knows it or
~ not.. . He will learn this, not from

books, but in the experiences which
history is crowding .upon him and
all. of us so rapidly today. It will
mean years of civil war, compli-

.. cated by the .War . snd impcrialist ;
rivalries.

But none of those who are shout-_

mg so loudly in the -hewspapers and

lions and sooner or later these_mil-
lions will find that out. The same
holds good for the masses in China,
the Dutch East Indies and the Malay
States.

The American workers have to re-
alize that they cannot stand aside
‘and be merely interested spectators

that. some .
Indian " government was cooked -up.
~andplaced in power, it would mean

of the Indian struggle or weli wish-
ers” of India. They must know, first,
that it is the very poverty, back-
wardness and defenselessness of In-
dia -and China. that helped cause.the

.imperialist war. As long as. Biitish

(or-Japanese) capitalists- can rivake
20 per cent profit in India or China

where they can make only two per

cent at home, these wars will go on.

We have chosen to stress here the
rivalry between British and Amer-
ican imperialism over India. For
this shows us as clearly as anything
else that the war will change nothing
for India. Furthermore, this rivalry
may have grave consequences for
the length and conduct of the war.
A successful revolution in India will
light up the Far East, drive Japan
out of China and Burma, loosen ev-
ery joint in the unstable economy of
Japan, put an end to imperialism in

the Far East and shake the whole

of Western civilization.

Clearly and simply the word
should go from' American workers'
organizations to Indian workers

. and . .peasants: - complete indepen-
.- dence of India; all power to the

organizations of workers and peas-
ants in the struggle for their de-
mands; for the international soli-

"~ darity of labor. If some powerful

union in the United States were to
say that, the effect in India would
be elecirifying, and Roosevelt and
Willkie would soon find the whole
Indian question even hotter to han-
dle than it is for them at present.

But there is still a deeper reason
why the American working class
cannot stand aside and let Roosevelt

Food or Profits - - Which Sha" It Be ?

(Gmﬁmml from page 1)
half per cent profils on the market
- value of its stock.

The price-raising order of the OPA
which applies to milk in the New

" York, Chicago and Duluth-Superior
.areas, will soén be extended to in-
.clude Boston -and -other .Massachu-

se.tts districts, Denver, St. Louis, To-
Memphis, Louisville, Kansas

Higher prices for milk ~will, of
course, affect the already exorbitant
prices of butter and cheese. Further-
more, there is talk in Washington
about reducing the butter-fat con-
tent of fluid milk, thus giving the
consumer even less food value for
the twenty per cent increase in
price.

The Department of Agriculture
—Mr, Wickard’s bailiwick—in 1941
issued a statement that scarcely
one family in four had a diet that
measured up to a atisfactory level
Will increasing the price and de-
oreasing the quality of milk im-
prove this alarming sitmation in
1943—awhich was already worse in

1042 ‘than in 19417

Thetenpereentinm'caseinthe
price.of wheat flour -just allowed by
‘the OPA will also be passed on to
the consumer—in spite of Mr. Wick-

‘ard’s fancy plan to keep bread prices
the same. Just whom is he frying to

fool? Wickard bread will contain
less sugar, milk and fat. And if it
will be sold unsliced, that will con-

‘stitute an element ‘of “waste. - Every -

housewife knows that slicing bread
at home involves considersble waste.
Neithert will putting a few wta.mm
pills more into the fiour make up for

the decrease in' the foodvalue of.
bread. Honest doctors and dietitians

are exploding the idea that pills can
take the place of vitamine in their
organic form as contained in food.
Price of Bread

But the big baking companies are
by no means satisfied with these “mi-
nor” ways of robbing the consumer.
They will not pass up the opportu-
tunity for an outright boost in the
price of bread afforded them by the
OPA increase in the price of wheat
flour, Big business bakers are right
on the job pushing with all 'their
might for higher bread prices.

Higher prices that are trans-
formed into more profils, must
mean léss consumption of -the nee-
essary foods. What else can this
procedure result In? Malnutrition
and actual hunger ~will be the
ghosts at the feast of war profits,
Mr. Wickard himself .reported to

the President in 1941 that to pro-
vide every American with a satisfac-
tory diet there would be needed for
consumption 50 per cenf more milk,

12 per _cent_more eggy,-23-per .o oent -

/

more tomatoes, cm“us fruits and
other vitamin C produets, and 80 per
cent more 1eafy, zreen and yellow
vegetables..

Will the prioe-boost!ng pollcy of -

the OPA and of Food Boss Wick-
ard—fo allow big business “ade-
quate” profits—help the people get
the required food? Or will not the
deplorable .situation " existing in
1841«-which. hecame worse in 1942
—grow truly alarming .ini 19432

Because the bosses. of the food in-
dustry will not produce food except
for profit — the government has
chosen to raise the prices of all foods
so that the Borden Company and its
brethren may not be interrupted in
the fascinating pastime of scooping
up profits to the tune of eleven -and
a half per cent.

Profiteering Sit-Down'

The people must remember that in =
the early days of ‘the war ‘programi’

the big bosses would not accept gov-
ernment contracts for war goods un-
tl certain profit returns ware "as-
sured them. Today, as many work-
ers know from their own uﬁerieuce.

the bosses are mote concernéd with -
“COST PLUS” than- with anything ~
else, The question must thierefore -

be put: Can the pro&ueﬁon of the
_wherewithal of Hfe “be" allowed to
m«h the hands’ o!“mmm#-

seeking citizens?

Rationing is, of course, absolutely
esgential. But if the production of
food is permitied to remain om a
guaranieed profit basls, the peo-
ple will never be able to tell what
are actual food shortages, and what
are shortages due to big business
'“sit-dow:n strikes” tor more proﬂf.

Prwe fixing is ‘also absolutel.y es-

sential. But with the bosses and

.. politicians in: econtrol, how- are the
consumers to know what prices are:

fair prices?

There is no other way out: The
food indusiries must be under the
control of the people themselves
through-committees of workers and
working farmers. Rationing and
price fixing must also be carried
out by committees of workers,
Work!ng farmers and housewives.

- This is no program for some dis- |
z tmlt. future. In 1943 there will be
such suffering from lack of food as

this nation has not known— unless
feeding :the nation is undertaken by
the: poopls themselves.

'I'!u& program will benefit the dty
and farm workers, the small retail.
ers and small farmers. Such a step
will mean more and better food for

evefy ‘man, woiman and child. Only .
“big business will be irritated by the

amm.:nmcnmm-!pmnh

and Willkie speak on India in the
. name of America. It may have struck
some of us as strange that organized
labor .in Britain—much closer to In-

dia than the American workers—-—has_
‘had .nothing to ssy about India. In-.
~r-stead-they have voted with -Churchill: -

and: supported his plain statements;
“We mean to hold our own.”
(Concluded next week)

| lovers’ who are egoistically in-

Bcul' for the
Hitler Trap

The most prominent and rep-
resentative war writer in the em-
ploy of Stalin is Jlya Ehrenburg,

cow is often printed in the Amer-
ican press for what it is, namely,
the semi-official Russian view.

Here is what Ehrenburg re-
| cently wrote in the Russian press
about the Germans, according to
the October 16 issue of the Cen-
tral European Observer, which is
published in London:

“There is no need for the Ger-
mans to blame Hitler for every-
thing — for half a century they
have been learning how to cut off
ears and fling -children info wells,

“They are cannibals by convie-
tion.” .

Keep tallung that. way, Mr. Sta-
linist! You  will only .help the
German workers avoid the rac-
‘tionary trap of Stalinism once
they have overthrown the des-
potism of Hitler. :

Footnote:

“One of the most illuminating
reports coming eut of Russia was
the article published in Sunday’s
Magazine by Ilya Ehrenburg, Rus-
sia’s - ‘most powerful' war corre-
spondent .connected with the Army
paper, Red Star. In this article he
detailed - in poignant instances
what Russian men and women
fight for, and why.

“And what ‘do’. they ﬁ;-ht Yor,,
and why? Do they fight for the
Communist International, or the
world-wide proletarian revolution,
or any of the other communist
shibboleths? No, says Ilya Ehren-
burg. They fight for their coun-
try, for their soil, for their na-
tional culture; above all, they
fight for their Jfoved ones who
vstill live, and they fight to avenge
those whom the Nazis have
killed. ‘National = consciousness,’
he wrote, ‘s.in the air of our
times. The .cosmopolitanism of
the nineteenth century (on which
the communist ideology was
based) is.a thing of the past, the
dreamers who were patriots of
time and space have died out.
Love for one’s own village has
‘been resurrected. * * * I fear no-
body more than the ‘mankind

different to their own mothers
and children. We have not lost
faith in the bretherhood of na<

land has made it a living faith.
“American . oommunisis. please
gopy.” el
© - New: ’Yoﬂt 'I'imes editorlal,
“Why Russia Fights,” Jan-
uary 5.

whose correspondenceé from Mos- |. -

tions, but our love for our mother- |

Big Salaries - -

(Continued from page 1)

ers behind the political thrones.

According to the laws, big business
cannot flaunt its confrol of politics.
So the du Pont company does not
make the $855,520 campaign confri-
bution—but there is nothing to pre-
vent the du Pont family from deing
so. Standard Oil ‘does not write the
check for $187,000, but-the Rockefel-

lers or officers of the company ein- -

and do.

Aluminum Co. has a clean record-
on its- books, but. the Mellons and:
company officers grease the political ' -

wheels with $150,000.
Sunoco does not break the laws
against slush funds, but the Pew fam-

ily, which owns that gronp of indiis-* -

.irial glants, counts out $500,000 in
political contributions.

The Senate Campaign Expenditures
Committee reported in March, 1941,
that the Hatch .Act, limiting political
‘parties to $3,000,000 per election, was
an absolute flop. In 1940 the esti-
mated expenditures for the elections
were $28,000,000 —made possible by
big business using its high-salaried
officers as middlemen to circumvent
the laws. NO WONDER POLITI-
CIANS SEE RED WHEN “EARNED”
SALARIES- AND UNEARNED
PROFITS ARE ATTACKED.

Big business is not too particular
about which political party it sub-
sidizes. Why should it be? Both the
so-called rival parties are its tools.
You can, therefore, find the du Ponts,
for instance, in the 1942 Delaware
elections backing a Democratic sen-

and a Republican governor.

tor
%rom each alike the du Ponts ex-

pect ‘benefits commensurate with

' their campaign gifts. That working

people still throw away their votes
on these old faithfuls of big business
indicates the deplorable backward-
ness of the workers in looking after

‘their political class interests.

‘Big business effects its political
machinations in every state of the

- unfon. In 1942, Eastern capitalists
" contributed $51,700 to South Dako-

‘ta. primary elections.. Through s:

‘confribution .of $4,000 by Lammet = -
-du Pont, the munitions magnates - -

‘got 2 finger in that political pie.

_ Similarly Alfred Sloan pnt fa
$2500 for General Motors. Sarah
Scaife, daughter of Richard Mel-
Jon, laid out $4,000 for Aluminum
Co. influence in South Dakota elec-
tions. And Colonel McCormick put
$55,000 into that pot for the reac-
tionary Chicagoe Tribune and the
New York Daily News.

No, the political horse-traders in

‘Washington are not going to bite the

hand that feeds them! That little
irick the corporations have devel
oped of adding a few hundred thou-
sand to salaries only as a half-way
station to political slush funds, suits
the politicians fine. Why should they
want to limit salaries and Kkill the
goose that lays the golden eggs! And
how can they be loyal to their big
‘business subsidizers and even think

of touching  ‘their sacred mterast.

dividends and -profits!
That is a job for the workmg peu
ple! This job they can perform by

using their -political power against.

the bosses and politicians: thyough an
Independent Labor Party based on
working class “interests. -

.

the Christian Science Monitor:

- it - would give, ap
_the United States.

‘Beveridge in Wall Street

For those interefled in Wall Street’s reaction to the Beveridge Plan,
here is a report by Harold Fleming, a conservative financial writer for

“The report came out, curiously, ﬂ:le day before the annual meeting
of the Instituie of Life Insurance and of the Association of Life Insur-
ance Presidents.... At first they were scared by the headlines, but peru-
sal of the actual premiums and bengfits offset this impression, except
perhaps for the officers of cnmpanies selling -casualty, health and -other: -
lines of special insurance. Reason for taking the report rather calmly,
-despite the large increase in premium costs and scope of benefits which -
appears fo be that the plan is big for Brltain but not for

“A ourious aspect of the Beveridge report is its essentlal cnnsnm- 2
tism. Far from being tarred ‘with the Moscow brush, it assumes a re- -
turn in the post-war perlod to approximately the_same essentjal epo-

. nomic conditions as those before the war—In other words, a llmtud :
market for geods and a buyer’s market for Iaber..:. S

“In this sepse it ix 2 “voice from the past’ for it &pparentlv agsumes . -

that the bright post-war hope of full employmeni and a seller’'s market
_ for labor (end of the ‘iron law of wages') will not be realized.” .

g e =From Daniel Bell's column, “Clippings-and Comment e
SRS intheHewLaaderonanumz




Murray Lets
George Do It

”1 have come tonight, George, to plead
with you, yes, to command you; come on,
 George, and lead us.”

This urgent plea was addressed to
George W. Norris, octogenarian liberal
politician from Nebraska, defeated in No-
vember for re-election to Congress, where
he had been for many a decade.

The cry for Ieadershlp was made not——-
as might be expected—by a representative

of the second-notch American capitalists

whose interg;té_exfsenator Norris has tried
so hard to further.. It came from Philip
Murray, president of the ClO, claiming to

~speak for—and to lead—5,000,000 organ-

ized workers whose class interests Norris
has never represented and today cannot
possibly represent.

Even though Norris—and other politi-
cians like him—have supported many lib-
eral and pro-lcbor measures, he is the ex-
ponent of the cause of the small capltallsts
as against the big ones.

That there have been Ieglslul‘i\ro bene-
fits to the labor movement from the po-

" litical activities of liberal capitalist-poli- -

‘ ticians does not quuhfy them as Ieudeu
“of labor.

It is necessary to understand the role of
such liberals as-Norris in order to grasp the
full ‘import of what happened right after
the farewell dinner to Norris, at which Mur-
ray . expressed - his - ardent desire to let
George doit,

As reported by the newspaper PM, a pri-
vate meeting followed the dinner, at which
Norris “agreed to lead a new movement.”
He is ready to act as chairman of an or-
ganization “to rally progressive sentiment
in all areas of American life—including
labor, industry, agriculture and unorguu-
ized middle class citizens.”

- A"popular front” including all classes

—on the French model, which collopsed
. in the arms of fascism—cannot meet the
_political needs of labor in this country
_today.

Like'so many faint-hearted labor leaders
before him, in a crisis- Murray- turns to a
section of the riling class for help. Bt
the-only hope-for a progressive solution: lies
in labor’s power, in labor’s revolutionary
tasks ‘as a class, and in labor’s ability to
lead the -impoverished farmers and suffer-
ing middle class.

-Murray wants George: to do- |1‘ -But whut
is it that. George will do? A Popular. Front
including all classes and ded by liberals
will pat labor on the shoulder with the left
‘hand——and with the strong right arm will
support the powerful contmgenta of the
capitalist elus;. o

. The -tragic Tessons af hodge-podge
Popular Front politics when independent
working class politics is called for, have
been written in the blood and tears of the
French working class. At the height of
their power; standing-on their own revo-
lutionary feet, the French workers could
have given fascism: in France a death
blow.

Their leaders—the Murrays of France—
sold the workers out to the Popular Front.
“Progressive sentiments in all ‘areas” of
French life proved a dried-up oasis on the
road to. nowhere — while the - fascist - ele-
ments were able to gird their loins for a
united front with Hitler and Hitlerism.

The Giraud Deal

Roosevelt continues to “deal from the
same deck that gave us the late and un-
lomented Darlan as a democrat, or, at
least, an"anti-fascist, or, most accurately,
a non-Axis Frenchman—that is, a French
fascist on the outs with Hitler. The Darlan
mantle was shifted without tailoring to the
shoulders of General Giraud, another non-
Axis Frenchman. _

From General de Gaulle in London, the
monarchist who was non-Axis from the be-
ginning, comes a wail of anguish. He is
being kicked off like an old sock. And
around him gather all the partisans of the
‘war against fascism,” the left wing lib-
erals, the Nation and New Republic crowds,
the PM journalists, the Stalinists and the
ex-radicals who see in Stimson and Knox

““the knights of the “’people’s war.”

. What we would like to know is: ""What's
all .the wailing about?”’ ‘What did . these
people expect Roosevelt, Hull and Eisen-:
" hower to cook up? Perhops a North African
"Popular Front” which would get the na-
tives all stirred up about reforms and add
to the difficulties of policing? Perhaps
place authority in the hands of de Gaulle's
younger, more democratically inclined of-
ficers? Or some of the escaped French
trade union leaders?

The American objective in this war is to
defeat Germany militarily. What did these
wailing liberals think it was? To fight fas-
cism as an ideology? - To fight for a docu-
ment drawn up-in' mid-ocean by two master
politicians designed to make the war pal-
atable at home? Woe to ‘any of these lib-
erals were they to tell an examining board
for an officers’ candidate school that their
interest in the war was to serve the anti-
fascist cause! _

It is time that the people learn to judge
not by what a statesman says but by how
he acts. Roosevelt and Hull have no inten-
tion of wagirig dn ideological war in North
Africa. ‘Theiridst aimis to stie’ up the Arab
natives abouf democrdcy -

Yea, verily, it giveth no moré’ plteous an
object than the disillusioned liberal.

e T — T
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Labor and the Colonial

LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

1, Hands off the right to strike! For the
defense of civil rights and all ivorkers’
rights! Against any wartime dictator-
ship measures!
$1.00-an-kour minimum pay! Time
and a half for overtime; double time
for Sunday and holiday work.

Wage increases to meet rising coils.
No wage or job freesing! Equal pay.
... Yor equal work! :
" 4. For a greater share of the mcreuing
r national income. For a higher stand-
ard of living! -

No sales tax .on consumer goods! No
tax on wages! Against forced savings!
For control of price fixing and ration-
ing by committees of working class ore
ganizations, housewives and farmers’
organizations, Freeze rents and con-
sumer goods prices at the 1940 level to
stop the rise in the cost of living.

No government conireed witheud o sns
ion conirect! The closed shop in all
war mJuaIrwa“ e
Maintain and increass all government:
social services!-

SOAK THE RICH-—LET THEM ,
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

9, A governiment levy on eapital to cover
the cost of the imperialist war, Confis-
cate all war profits!

10. Conscript all war industries under work-
ers’ control! B

. 11. Expropriate the *“Sixty Families”—the
three percent of the people who own
96 per cent of the national wealth!

z.
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2.

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM
Agmnst Both Imperml:sf. War Camps! For the Victory of World

of the Third Camp of Socialism!

Peoples! For the Victory

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

TO THE D_RAFTEES! _

12. The right of free speech, free press and
free assembly for the men in the armed

forces.

13, The right of soldiers to vote in all
e!eclmm.

14, The right of all youth, male or fm!e,
to vote at the age of eighteen. Old
enough to fight; old enough to w&;
old enough to vote!

. 15, For adequate dependency allowances
paid by the government with NO de-
ductions from the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM: CROW!

16. Down. with Jim Crow and. anti-Semi-
tism! All diserimination againsi Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers in industry must be made a
eriminal offense!

For full political, social and economie
equality for Negrocs!

PREPARED! . - s

For Workers' Defense Guards, miud
and controlled by the unions, miud
vigilante and fascist attacks!

For an Independent Labor Party and
a Workers’ Government! No political
support to.the -Ropseue!! gorernment!

l?l

. BE
18.

19.

For Peace Through Socialism! For the
mdeppndence n_f au colonies!

For a World Socmltst Federation! On!v
a socialist world will destroy capitalist
lmpeﬂnll'.nn nnd fanm bcrbar!m!

21.
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. ing trades have opened a fight agalnst
R. R. Donnelly & Sons and the Reu-

ben H. Donnelly Cerp.; the largest.

and mest reactionary . printing: com=
panies in the United States. -

R. R. Donnelly & Sons was the
spearhead against the Infernational
Typographical Unlon during the fa-
mous sirike for the eight-hour day
in 1905. It has remained non-unwn
since that time. '

In order to guarantee that union
men and women would be kept out
of the plants, they hired all their
employees direct: from “'the * trade
schools and fired them when they
grew old. A psychologist is' main-
tained by the company to interview
all applicants for employment. If the
applicant reveals that he belongs to
the boot-licker section of humanity
and has an aptitude for becoming a
“good company man” he is hired. All
prospective employees are thorough-
1y questioned and investigated, If
the applicant or his relatives are
connected in any way with a union
the applicant is rejected. The Don-

“nelly Company hires NO Negroes
and very few Jews, and Catholics
are for the most part restricted to
the lowest paid jobs: - '

But the Donnelly Company is now
on the spot. The young people from
the trade schools are being drafted.
This boomerang on its ‘hiring policy
has forced - Donnelly -to-farm out
large . quantmes of - work tcr umcm
shops.. 2

Unions Reject Seab Work =37
The union printers refuséd to han-
dle any' oI the work -Iron'i‘-:-'Ddhhé'lly.'

Prmfmg Umons
Chicago Prmtmg Trades Open Flght Agmnsi- Country s Largest Scab Shop

CBI(}AGO—-The unions in the prlnt-.

The . union agraement between the
Chicago Printing Trades Unions and
the .companies:that are. orgamzed, in

very.clear language explaing that t,he\,
amen-_
tal right to: refuse to execute struck

printers. consider it their

work, unfair work, or work coming
from an unfair arnnlnﬁon. k
The first action began on Novem-
ber 30. Within five days over $50,-
000,000 of unfinished printing lay in
the _anién sho‘ps, the men- reﬂuih;_
to tquch | :
Some of.the prmting that was m’.-
fected by this action . is Lite. with
3,000,000 . circulation, and 'I‘ime thh
1,000,000; the Spanish and Portuguese
editlons of Reéaders Dlgest. and .2,000,-
000 copies . of the. Enghsh ed.ltmn.
Donnelly also _prints most-of the tele
phone books in this country, Sears-
Roebuck, Montgomery Ward and
Butler Bros. catalogues; the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, Callahah Law and
many other major publications. These
publications over a=period of many
years have refused to have their
printing done by union printers. The
publications that had to meet  the
Christmas “deadline” on the news-
stands rushed to other printers; many
came out late and in some instances
smaller in size. -

WLE Intervenes

Donnelly and’ the magazine .com-.
panies rushed to the. War Labor
Board and asked them to “intervene
in the dispute” The WLB officials
started-out by yelling:at the work-
ers -that' . there is-a widr-on-and -this
canriot Be tolerated and finished up:
by givihg. the Urions the:impressior
that” mey will. give them:a break in

the demsmn it they would only go
right back bo work -on:the scab. ma-
terial, |

On. Deeember 27 at a meetmg of.
Chicago Local No 16 ot the.Interna-.

tional Typographical Union, the.in-.
ternational presidents of the printing °

trade unions announced that  they
had accepted the suggestion of the
WLB. Even the. officials expressed
their doubts about the WLB, but they
gave as the reason for their.action
that they were not seeking anything
from -the WLB, and :cerfainly the
WLB could not intérpret: their signed
union. agreements in any other way.
for they plainly say that the union
inated. in or is destined fo_r_'_a nen-
union plant. Although the wunion
agreed at this meeting to call off the
“action,” it was understood by all
present that it was only temporary
until the WLB handed down a de-
cision, and that jt had better be a
good one.

Local 16 has agreed to follow the
advice of its international officers
but the members have no illusions,
for they know this is only the begin-
ning of the fight. The international
officers are not too cocky for they
know their membership means busi-
ness and doesn’t follow like blind
sheep. Only recently, at the interna-

‘tional convention, the officers swayed
' the delegates, most of them, paid local
officials into accepting proposals for

an increase in dues, no conventions
for the duration, .etc. When these

proposals reached. the ‘membership -in.

referendum, the- membershu_} reversed.

the leadership’s vote on. almost all:

points: $ " ,

Negroes Slck of Promtses - -'

(Continued from page 1)

tests the well known Negro writer,
Horace B. Cayton. Cayton declares
that the authorities are afraid to let
the facts about lynchings, poll-tax,
shootings of Negro soldiers by white
MPs, etc., be known to the Chinese,
the Africans, the Indians, the Eng-
lish people et al. As a result, the
Pittsburgh Courier in South Amer-
ica, England or Africa would find
itselt ‘almost cut to shreds by the

oensor.”

“The effect of the censor of Ne-"
gro news” he concludes, “is to
shut off from the main eurrent of
world news what is happening to
the Negro in the United States, and
siniillrly to keep him un!nfomed 3
as to what is happening  fo the
mﬂillyeopleinotherpnruotthe
world” vt e :

Thus the Negro witneasgs the op-_

eration of “freedom of opiﬁion" (free
press),

You Don’t Mean Us!

“Words, words, words,” is the de-
scription given by the Negmes to
the- promises of equality and free-
dom, following the war, made by the
authoritative spokesmen of the rul-
ing class. The Pittsburgh Courier
recently conducted - a poll: on the
question'

: "Have you baen cotwinced that
“the statementa which o[l_; natie al
leaders have made about fre
and  equality for all peoples in-
clude the American Negro?” .
The answers -
812 per cent said “No »
17.1 per cent said “¥es.”
1.7 per cent were un‘ce_rtain.l

Freedom from Want?
The per capita income in 1940 in
the seventeen states listed below was
' (according to a report of ‘the - De-
partment -of - Commerce Survey of
Current Business, August, 1941):

- .Alabama $264

. - Arkansas 5
Delaware . 836 .
Florida 465
Georgia - 321
Kentucky : 330
Louisiana w———— . 350 .
Maryland 703
Mississippi - 195
Missouri . 499
North Carolina — .. 335
Oklahoma ... 354
South Carolina 281
Tennessee ___ 325
Texas . 422
Virginia - - 4D5 T -
West Virginia - 401 -

In the New York Age, thése figures
‘are cited among the reasons for op-
‘posing the “freezing” or drafting ‘o
labor. Labor drafting or “freezing”
means, it is stated, “forcing upon Ne-
groes, as well as upon the whites, a
standard of living from which there
would be little hope of escape.”

‘Bosses Pass the Buck

A survey of the American Manage-
ment Assn. on the employment of
Negroes passes the buck’on discrimi-
nation in jobs to the white workers:

“Geneially, it was found, there is
no feeling of discritnination on the
part of management, but there is of-
ten ‘the fear that employment of col-
ored workers might not be well re-
ceived by the white personnel.” (New
York Times.)

This is as phony-as phony :can be.

Labor has some house-cleaning to
do. However, the fact is that through
the decades and to this very day the
outstanding indusiries, including war
production planis, carry out a Jim
Crow policy against employing any
Negroes at all, or in the kind of jobs
given them. This policy has' been
broken down only in. so ‘far as the

A

iobs - equal pay - equal nghts puhcy
upon the bosses.

Court Rules for Jim Crow

Take note that in every important
city Negroes are pressing for the
right to jobs on a non-discriminatory
basis. In-Cleveland, members of the
Future Outlook League, militant Ne-
gro organization, forced a court trial

' against the Warner-Swazsey Co., the

country’s largest. manufacturer of
turret lathes, the Thompson Preducts
€o: and the Thompsen Aircraft Co.—
all war production plants' operating
under government contracts. Di-
rectly concerned are 2,000 trained
Negro women.

The jadge; !'rank J. Merrick,
ruled that mmpch.le& can refusé to
hiré::Negroes; régardless: of . quali-

fieailon dnd despite President Roo-

sevelp's” Exesutive  Order No: 8802
and FEPC rulings forbidding racial
discrimination in hiring.

The ‘Neégro workers are learning
more ahd more that obtaining-jobs
on-an equal basis requires more than
FEPC- -rulings." They * are - léarning
the “need- of militant mass ‘action—
pitketing, demonstrations-before | gov-
ernment bodiés, et ‘or direct labor
intervention. The judge's ruling,
which applies to the entire state .of
Ohio, -puts the issue directly before
the ‘union movement-teo-demand full
rights for their colored: fellow -work-
ers. T3
Labor and Jlm Ctow

* While Negroes generally agree that
the CIO: is combatting Jim Crow, they
‘voice - Sharp:. ¢riticism ofi the L AFL.
Currently, they cite the Kaiser Ship-

_ yard_(Partland, Ore.) situation and
. the' “concession” "(!) made by AFL

Boiler Markers “Union local secreta~
ry, Tom-Ray, to organize the Negroes
on a Jim Crow basis. The rejection
of “Philip Randolph’'s appeal to the
AFL :gonverition at Toronto to aban-

don’ the:Jim* Crow. policy prevailing '

in-any eof -its:largest .unions has
algo- been noted by the Negro masses.
: -A recant stu'véy_ con&uctad azmhg

Negro men and women by the Pitts-
burgh Courier, reveals a critical atti-
tude toward labor union discrimina-
tion. Six out of every ten Negro
women declared that organized labor
generally was not fighting for their
rights. The poll further shows that
61.8 per cént of the unions in the
South, particularly the union leaders,
are guilty, along with the bosses, of a
discriminatory policy toward Negro
labor. '

The Courier describes the poll
as “sympathetic scoldings by the
American Negto” and also as a
warning to American labor to
stand up 100 per cent for the Ne-

gro in his demands.

From the views expressed generally
in’ the Negro préss, it appears that
the ‘great’ bulk :of ithé ‘Negroes are
sympathetic with laber's: aif of bet-
tér working and living ' conditions.
At the - same time, they definitely
resent . discriminatory attitudes and
practices which humiliate and deny
them equal economic,
rights.

Thus the Negrces deﬁne their -at-
titude toward the  labor movement,
One: they want, seek and demand, as
workers and as an oppressed race
minority, their full rights, along with
all others, in all fields. Two: more
and more of them see the mnecessity
for. .increased cooperation and com-
mon action with the white workers
in order to protfect their own special
as well as common intérests in con-
flicts with Jim Crow employers.
Three: the Negroes hold out the hand
of unity toward white ldbar and in-
sist that labor get rid' of any re-
maining Jim Crow.

Therefore, - the, trend of labor to-
ward a united stand with Negro la-
bor must be speeded up. Five hun-
dred thousand Negroes in the CIO
unions are concrete evidence that
the labor movement is making heal-
thy, vital progress for cementing

white and black labor in common.

cause against the exploiting- employ-
ing and rulmg class,

Valle;o Rlots Rmse Issue

Of Negro s Status in Army

During the nights of December 26
and 27 two Negroes. were wounded
in fights between Negro and white
sailors in Vallejo,  Calif. Following
the  disturbances some--1,800 Negro

‘Bailors Wwere confined. f6.quarters -at

Mare Islatid Navy ¥Yard whilethe

authont.zes 1nvesngated the notmg

_ The fight scemeﬂ to_hive’ a.rlse.n
out of a talse report that a. white

; mrlne had been stabbed by. a Ne-
gro._ qailm:. ‘If ‘the authorities are
goin; to invesﬁzate ,llonx these

.unes.ittheynresoinzhhyh
._!rackdmta.lse rumors and re-

ports, they will never ﬁnﬂ. ﬂle ml
cause of these riots—and this cause
is so very obvious that only those
bent on eoneealin; thd"'h’-uth will
ignore i,

Vallejo- was.: pnor to the wm.'. a
small ~ community - in ;| Californiz,
where Négro .and white workers gol
along..very. well. .There  were no

complaints . of race.. . discrimination.

With the influx of sutherners. both
into industry - and in. the a.rmed
forces, Jim Crow raised. its hateful
head. Negro sailors. were discrimi-
nated against, barred from réstau-
rants, hotels and other public places,
insulted at every turn, taunted on
the streets and beaten up when they
appeared -in. small -groups. . There

have been smaller riots, betore the
one that occurred durlng the Chrlst-

mas week.

- labor movement: huviomed an. equnl m NAACP -and - mm

ganizat_io_n_s have warned the Army
and Navy authorities abouti this sit-
uation and have asked them to take

'a hand in combatting this. discrimi-

nation. To date there has been no
indication that these authorities in-
tend to do anything to stop such
riots other than quell them by hav-
ing marines turn their machine guns
on the Negroes, or to set up “investi-
gating” committees. .

The NAACP i'urthar reports that
there have been repeated attempts
on the part of Southern Army and
Navy personnel “to_enforce South-
ern race patterns on: _nq_n_-Sont_J_aer_n
.areas.” They call attention to a
memorandum issued- by order--of

--Major Ralph 8. Hardiman through

A. J. Brown, first lientepant, QMC,
adjutant of headquartiers, . Second
Battalion, 47th Quartermasier Reg-
iment at Fort Sill, Ok!a., in which
were quoted scetlons 201,° 204, 207

. and 209 of the, Oklahoma sfatutes
pmﬁdlng for  segregation--in - fed-

eral carriers with penalty for vio-
lation thereof and te which was
aﬂded the further mote that “the
‘following is published for the in-
formation and ghidance of: all con-
cerned.”

‘The NAACP has mquired of Secre-
tary Stimson if he believed it to be

a proper function of the War Depart-

ment to assist states’in the enforce-
ment of laws enacted to discriminate
ngﬁnst citizens on account 'of race or
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JAPIY:

Its Labor Movement

and  union

intensification of the building of heavy industry.

that with the drift toward a wartime economy,i

:193? a trade union conference meeting was in

R e

‘And Class Achon

By Syl\rlcl Merrill-

(Concluded from last tssue) .

“THé& period -after the war saw-the progresa -of
liberalism. The fight for the extension of the
franchise was carried on not only by working class
orga.mzatwns but by the liberal capitalls!a groups. %

" In 1920 an attempt had been made l-tl organ- .
ize a socialist party that would include both'
the communists and socialists. This ﬂtemptl il
was frustrated by -the pnlfce. who raide
meeting. According to an article appearing in
“Proletarian Outlook,” May—.hme, 1940, llt 1924
the Sucialist League o[ Japan had : 14,000
members! '

With the grantlng of the ﬁanchlse iJi 1325 an-
other attempt was made to form a united party,
but three hours after formation it was disbanded .
by the government on the grounds of ¢ominunlam.
Nevertheless, a fusion did take place whiéh, hpw-
ever, did not last long as the communists ga.ined :f
control of the organization and the reformist wing |
left the party. Within this reformist wing a left
(centrist) wing grew up which split away.

In 1932 the reformists and centrists united to
form the Social Mass Party. This is the Social"
Democratic Party of Japan.

It is interesting to note that the Stalinigt move s
ment in Japan has gone through all the twists and
turns of the Stalinist parties in the rest of the
wotld. ‘Following the lime- pmmulgat&d ‘in - Kos-
cow, ‘théy formed the Red' Trade Unions. In 1928
the general round-up -of communists -led fo their
suppression.- In 1831 they: were -again supprmd..- ;
In 1937 they dissolved - their- party-and formed &
new party-in line with-the ‘popular front polieiés
at the time; They -were, however,- suppressed. ~Fhe -
police were not cpncerned w1th thelr attampts at
class co]laboraﬁon T :

"Despite onr shatp’ political criticism of the Sta-"
Iinlsts, one. feel§ admiration for the ‘heroism of iﬁv
members who have carried on 'ir the face of‘this :
police terrorism.

DEPRESSION- SPURS STRIKE ACT!ON

In all the countries of the world one i ableNle
say there were such and s6 many unemployed durs
ing the depression. But not so in Japan, - Since
there is practically no social legislation, hence: mo
unemployment compensation, the worker returned
to his village or his city home and became a bura
den on his family—no one was unemployed! But
in 1929 and 1930 there were hunger marches all
over Japan.

The depression saw a great many sirikes:
In 1929 there were 1,420 strikes; in 1931, 2.456.

In one strike, which was given no publicity in
the newspapers, and in which the boss refused to
negotiate, the workers felt that something had fo
be done lest they lose. One hercic worker, Swho 2
felt he would rather die than see the strike lost,
mounted the factory chimney and stayéd there;
refusing to take food. The police threatened and
ranted; the population came out to see this phe-
nomena. The newspapers could no longér ignors.
it. They came and took pictures and spéculation
was rampant as to how long he could last up’ thére.
The boss was put on the spot. The striké became .
a ‘major issué and he “was’ forced fo- mgoﬁaﬁﬂ"
This form of strike action, the “chimney-man," wés
many times repeated in wvarious’ strikes to ‘the
point where police would throw a: gua_rd arotm&
the chimney when a sirike was called.” " *' *~ *=%

In 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria and with this
came a rise in the nationalist feelings of the laber
movement. The trade union ‘movemeént ‘buckled
under to the ‘goverhment and stnkes decre&sﬁl -
until 1935. ;

Capitalizing on the nationalist sentm;:ent-_ ofthi
workers, a fascist union movement arose based on
collaboration beiween labor and capital..

RISING PRICES AND LABOR DISPUT_EB

The reformist trade unions entirely \support
their government's war policies and have cons
sistently opposed every effort on the part of the
workers to gain any wage increases. In many
cases the workers disregard: their union leader-
ship and attempt to ﬂght for. their elmen’hmy\
right to live. ;

* The war in China in ]937 ‘brought with it ‘I:hl :

In “.Tapan Over Asia,” William  Chamberlain Says

beginning with the China War, “Labor. disputes, 3
in so far as they are not repressed by stérn admine
istrative measures, tend to occur more: :ﬁ'equeti
because the wage which' seems adequate today ®
may fail to cover essential living costs within

few months in view of the rising prices.” . r i

~:In.1936 there was an increase of 20 per cent

in the number of labor disputes in the imeial

.. and machine industries. In the frst six Months:
“of 1937 there was an increase of approximately
50 per cent in the number of disputes. ingir

At the outbreak of the ‘China War, in AB;M

progress. They passed a resolution giving support -
to the government, pledging not to strike ‘for the
duration and asked their members to buy war
bonds.

It is easy to understand the rise in thc
number of strikes in 1939, despite trade union
pledges to the contrary, if one can vlsualize_'_"‘
the cost of living going up 342 per cent fro
1931 to 1937, and wages going “up” 2.5 per ce
in that same period! By 1939, all things con
sidered, it is difficult to_figure ouk what the
Japanese worker was eafing.

" Despite” the many :betrayals of the workem e
interests’ by the. reformist trade ‘union movement '
and its political counterpart, the Social Mass Party,.
the Japanese worker has, ever since 1932, voted.
for this party. In the first ele::tmns held "by the
SMP the returns were yery. poor and there ‘Wwere
deserhms on the part of leaders frém thé party
to the ranks of the fascists. In 1936 they. won .
eighteen seats and in 1837 doubled their vote. Im
addition they .had Afifty-eitht members in prefec-
ture assemblies and 151 in the mun:clpal assem
blies. .

Despile ‘our powérfully organiied frade un:lon
movement, American workers have 'little reason -
-to.:scoff ‘at' the. backwardness of Japanese labor
when we note the fact that the Japanese working
class at least sent thirty-seven of its.own.repre-
sentatives to represent them in the Diet. (How
they represent themis another questmn!)

From the foregoing we can see that ille
popular concept:of the Japanese as a pecus
liar race, immune to the effects of the class
struggle which fakes place wherever capitalist
industry exists, is far from the truth, While in
numbers and stability, Japanese labor has not_
achieved the status of the American labor
movement, the effects of war weariress in

- Japan as-elsewhere should- pmveu&wl, :
-‘.h the Japanese mrkmg class. -
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