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ALFONSO MORO

the PRI, which, although they suppor:
ted him in the election, do not view
him as “their” candidate. While there i
support for his technocrat agenda,

upon which rests the state machinery. - foc
For this reason (atleastat first), he will  hav
be but the mouthpiece for those nous.
groups demanding their slice of ry.
power. This position of relative weak-

Zedillo cannot rely
upon any group of his
owntoguide him
through the complica-
ted web of compro-
mises and favours

: By manipulation, intimidation, vote- -~ ness inside his own party (and so at For its part,
buying and marginalisation of opposi- ---the_heart of the State apparatus)
tion leaders, the Mexucan S’ta%e ap;aa _ explains why he° is now stating that,

bvameofme Iegaﬁmacy
holds; ttnswﬂlaisofosm“
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MEeExico ===

Democracy, liberty & justice!

Aguascalientes, Chiapas, a bar-

racks, a bunker, an arms facto-

1y, a military training centre, an
explosives depot. (...)

Before Aguascalientes, it was said that
(...) no successful conference could be
organised on the eve of the elections.
Before Aguascalientes, it was said that no
sensible person would respond to the call
of a rebel group, proscribed by law, (...)
with a language which attempts to reclaim
old, worn words: democracy, liberty, justi-
o)

Before Aguascalientes, it was said that
there was too little time and that no-one
would embark upon a project which was
(...) doomed to failure.

Before Aguascalientes, it was said that
fear (...) would lead to the conclusion that
it was easier to do nothing. (...)

Before Aguascalientes, it was said that
the insuperable differences which divided
us and set us against one another would
prevent us from focusing on the same
objective. (...).

I speak on behalf of the EZLN at

Law-breakers

Before Aguascalientes, it was said
that (...) the call for a dialogue between
a group of law-breakers and a shape-
less, disorganised and fragmented

- mass (...) would only result in paraly-
sis.

Before Aguascalientes, it was
said that (...) the National Democra-
tic Convention (CND) would self-

~ abort, that it was not worth the
- trouble of sabotage and that it was
preferable for it to collapse of its
own accord, so that Mexico and
the world would see that the
- non-conformists were incapable
. of agreeing among themselves
and therefore were incapable
of putting forward a better
- project for society than that of
- the institutionalised revolu-
tion. (...)

This is what was coun-
ted upon, why the Conven-

~ tion was allowed to be cal-

led and why you were not preven-
ted from coming here. (...)

Before Aguascalientes, we told our-

selves that the differences which divided
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us and set us against one another would
not prevent us from focusing on the same
objective: (...) the State party system and
its institutionalised absurdities: hereditary
dictatorship, the dismissal of the struggle
for democracy, liberty and justice as
impossibly Utopian, (...) the poverty and
ignorance of the dispossessed. (...)

Before Aguascalientes, we told our-
selves that (...) our call for a dialogue bet-
ween the faceless armed and the faceless
unarmed (...} might well lead to a move-
ment which would at last turn this shame-
ful page in Mexican history. (...)

: For this rea-
son thousands of

SUB- mainly indige-
COMMANDANTE ‘\L‘;‘:sen“(’e;‘ h?;g
MARCOS raised (h;re) this
(Transcript) tower of hope.

For this reason

we have placed
to one side for a time our guns, our bitter-
ness, our sadness at our dead, (...) and
organised a conference which, if success-
ful, will be the first step in denying our-
selves as an alternative. (...) If Aguasca-
lientes should fail then we shall once more
be obliged to lead from in front (...) so that
everyone has a right to their place in histo-

For this reason we have invited you
and are pleased that you have come here.
We hope that your maturity and wisdom
will lead you to discover that the real, most
powerful and terrible enemy is not seated
here among you.

For this reason we respectfully ask this
CND, in the name of all, men and women,
young and old, and both the living and the
dead of the EZLN, not to prove right all
those who have predicted the collapse of
this Convention, to seek what unites us, to
speak truly, not to forget the differences
which separate us and set us against one
another more often than they should, but
to put them on one side for long enough to
be able to discover the common
enemy. We respectfully ask that you do not
deny or betray your ideals, principles or
history. (...)

The EZLN has twenty delegates at this
CND, with one vote each. We wish to cla-
rify two points. The first is our commit-
ment to the CND. The second is our deci-
sion not to impose our point of view. We
have also rejected taking any part in the
presidency of the CND. This is a Conven-
tion for secking the way to peaceful chan-
ge. It must not be presided over in any
way by those who bear arms. We are only
grateful that you have allowed us to make
this speech.

We wish to state, in case there should

be any doubt, that we do not regret having
taken up arms against the government. We
repeat that we were left with no alternati-
ve. (...) We do not bemoan our dead but
are proud of them. We are prepared to
offer more blood if this is the price for
democratic change in Mexico.

Many have asked (...) what the Zapa-
tistas want from the CND; A civil accord?
Coverage in the national and international
press? Justification for its insurrection?
Civil backing for the war? (...) Here,
today, the EZLN can reply. We are not
attempting to stretch the sinister arm of
war into the furthest corers of the country
by means of a civil organisation, nor see-
king press coverage which reduces the
struggle for dignity to short paragraphs,
arguments with which to gild ourselves, a
platform for political calculations, (...) the
appointment of an interim government, a
new constitution, (...) support for a candi-
date for the presidency of this republic of
pain and conformity, or war.

But we say yes to the construction of a
project greater than Aguascalientes, peace
with dignity, yes to a greater effort, (...) for
democratic change which includes liberty
and justice for the forgotten. (...)

Forgotten

We do not wish to occupy, nor can we
occupy, the place which some hope for,
where all opinions, courses of action, res-
ponses, and truths would come from us.
(...) We hope that at this CND we will be
able to hand over the banner which we
found alone and forgotten in the palaces of
power; (...) the banner which we cherish
night and day, which accompanied us in
war and which we hope to have in peace,
()

We say yes to struggle so that all
Mexicans can make the banner their own,
the NATIONAL BANNER. Comrades,
your banner. (...)

We hope that this CND will speak
truly; for peace, but not for defeatism in
the struggle for democracy; for peace, but
not renunciation of the struggle for liberty;
for peace, but not pacifist complicity with
injustice.

We hope that this CND will unders-
tand that the right to call itself representati-
ve of the feelings of the nation does not
come from votes or consensus but must
still be won in the urban districts, the shan-
ty towns, the suburbs, the indigenous com-
munities, schools and universities, facto-
ries, businesses, scientific resarch insti-
tutes, cultural and artistic centres; throu-
ghout this whole country.

We hope that this CND realises that
this is only the first step of many which

must be taken, including in conditions
which will be more difficult than at pre-
sent. (...)

Finally, we hope that this CND will be
a collective call to struggle for that which
belongs to us, which the wealthy have by
right; for our place in history. It is not the
time for arms, and we put them to one
side, but we are not leaving. We await the
day when (...) we will no longer be neces-
sary. (...) We hope that this CND will
allow us to return to the land with the
dignity of a mission completed, to return
to silence, into the night from which we
came, (...) to disappear in the same way as
that in which we appeared, (...) without
face, without future. To return to the
depths of history, (...) and to the moun-
tains.

It has been said, wrongly, that the
Zapatistas are biding their time before
resuming the war, and that this will hap-
pen if the (election) result on 21 August is
not as they wish.This is a lie: no-one, and
certainly not the EZLN, can impose times-
cales or make ultimatums.

For the EZLN, timescale is to be
determined by civil, peaceful mobilisa-
tions. We submit ourselves to these, even
if we should disappear as an alternative.

If war should recommence, it will not
be due to action by us. There are no Zapa-
tista ultimatums for civil society.

Struggle. Struggle without rest.
Struggle and defeat the government.
Struggle and defeat us. Never would
defeat be so sweet, if it was part of a pea-
ceful transition to democracy, dignity and
justice.

The Secret Indigenous Revolutionary
Committee (CCRI), the General Com-
mand of the EZLN, gives you Aguasca-
lientes to unite you and (...) for you to dis-
cuss and organise the civil, peaceful, popu-
lar and national organisation of the
struggle for democracy, liberty and justice.
The CCRI-EZLN now gives you the
national banner and reminds you of what it
represents: Country, History and Nation.
For you this signifies: democracy, liberty
and justice.

We salute you, brother and sister
Conventionists. For you, in the midst of
armed territory, we built Aguascalientes,
this space for peace with justice and digni-
ty.

Many thanks. Democracy, liberty and
Justice!

From the mountains of southeast
Mexico, the Secret Indigenous Revolu-
tionary Committee-General Command
of the Zapatista Army of National Libe-
ration. Mexico, August 1994. %
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Striking for democracy

ON 23 June, Moshood Abiola,
who is widely recognised as the
legitimate victor of the
presidential elections held on 12
June 1993, was arrested and
imprisoned by General Sani
Abacha’s military dictatorship on
charges of treason.

The arrest followed a rally held to
mark the first anniversary of the
aborted presidential election, at
which Abiola proclaimed himself
President and commander-in-chief
of the armed forces — in a bid to
regain the political initiative from
the military regime.

With Abiola in prison it is the 150
thousand strong oil workers'
union, Nupeng, who have taken
the initiative, with an all-out
strike which began on 4 July.
While working conditions and
other grievances have figured in
the workers’ demands, Nupeng
has made it clear that the strike is
aimed primarily at forcing the
regime to release all political
prisoners, including Abiola. British
Fourth Internationalist, BALA
KUMAR, looks at the different
social forces at work.

HE arrest and imprison-
ment of Moshood Abiola
on 23 June coincided with
the start of a “constitutional
conference” convened by the military
regime of General Sani Abacha. Its sup-
posed aim was to discuss Nigeria’s ill
health and prepare a time-table for tran-
sition to civilian rule (see the interview
with Glory Kilanko below). However,
the programme is not at all dissimilar
from that developed by the previous
military ruler, General Ibrahim Baban-
gida,! who, despite spending millions of
naira, last year scuppered the plans as a
parting act.
Most Nigerians saw the conference
for what it was: a way for Abacha to

stay in power for some years; to amass
wealth like all his predecessors and
meanwhile deflect criticism from home
and abroad. The turn-out in the pseudo
elections for delegates to the constitutio-
nal conference was so low as to be deri-
sory, and indicative of public cynicism.
The Provisional Ruling Council formed
by Abacha and which governs the coun-
try has been deeply embarrassed and
thrown on the defensive by the actions
of the oil workers and the pro-democra-
Cy movement.

The National Union of Petroleum
and Natural Gas Workers (Nupeng) has
been joined in the strike by the white-
collar Petroleum and Natural Gas Senior
Staff Association of Nigeria (Pengas-
san). Ninety percent of the country’s
income is derived from the sale of oil
and natural gas, and Nigeria is Africa’s
largest and the world’s fifth largest pro-
ducer of oil. While many of the protests
have been concentrated in the (oil-rich)
southern regions this has been out-wei-
ghed by the national economic impor-
tance of the industry. During the strike,
Nupeng in particular has established
itself before the rest of the mass move-
ment as the class struggle wing of orga-
nised labour.

Tradition

The anti-military pro-democracy
movement has traditionally been domi-
nated by human rights and civil liberties
organisations, the student movement
and progressive intellectuals drawn from
the middle class and professional
groups. The best known of these are the
Campaign for Democracy led by Dr
Beko Ramsome-Kuti. While the oil
workers unions are now setting the pace
in the struggle, and forging a new rela-
tionship with other sectors, in the past
trade unions have often been marginal
within the movement.

Partly this has been on account of
the politically opportunist leadership of
the Nigerian labour movement. In 1978,
under a military decree, all trade union
federations ceased to exist and the Nige-
rian Labour Congress (NLC) was crea-
ted as a unitary body. Today it has 41
affiliates and 3.5 million members. For
much of the past decade the NLC, and
particularly its current President, Pascal

Bafyau, has been close to the military.
Bafyau even served on an advisory
council formed by Babaginda, the Politi-
cal Bureau, and is thought to have
favoured his patron staying on — remai-
ning silent during the elections last year .
‘When Nupeng went on strike in July, he
issued a statement against their action,
had having returned to Lagos from
Abuja where he was a delegate at the
sham constitutional conference!

The decision taken by the NLC that
a general strike would commence on 2
August and then a second decision to
call it off barely two days after it had
begun must be seen in this context. Ins-
tead of carrying on the strike while
negotiating for Abiola’s release — the
reason for the strike — the NLC decla-
red that the strike was “suspended” so as
to ease negotiations (it is not unknown,
as Glory Kilanko observes, for the NLC
to use the strike weapon and the threat
of strikes purely to assume a better bar-
gaining position with the authorities and
to restore its credibility among workers).
Bafyau also called on Nupeng and Pen-
gassan to stop their strike when he
announced that the NLC and the regime
had arrived at a deal over Abiola’s futu-
re. Wariebl Agamene, President of
Nupeng, condemned the NLC for sus-
pending the strike and accused them of
conniving with the government in
“deceiving Nigerians and engaging in a
mockery of justice.”

Now that details of the deal with the
military have been revealed it seems that
Agamene was not far off the mark. The
regime agreed to release Abiola only if
he undertook not to address any political
rallies and refrained from participating
in politics for the rest of his life. Abiola
refused and is holding out for an uncon-
ditional release and military hand-over
of power.

Abacha is increasingly uncomfor-
table with the criticism he has been
receiving from Western governments
and local capitalists for imprisoning
Abiola and being unable to curb the
political instability which is endangering
their investments and profits. Foreign
companies are unhappy over the scale of
corruption and tiers of bureaucracy

1. Edwin Madunagu, ‘Controlled transition on the ropes’,
Intemnational Viewpoint, no. 239, 23 November 1992.
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cate that he had no need to rob
the treasury. The voting see-
med to bear out this percep-
tion when not only did he
have a large lead over his rival
in the south but also won one-
third of the votes counted in
the north.

Many rationalise suppor-
ting the 12 June result by
explaining that only after civi-
lian rule by bourgeois demo-
crats like Abiola has been
consolidated and the military
ousted from political life for
good can socialists advance
their own alternatives.? This

which eat away at their returns (one has
only to be a senior army officer in Nige-
ria to become an overnight millionaire).
An Abiola government is acceptable to
them because it would not overturn the
stranglehold of transnational capital on
the economy and would, they hope,
“clean it up” by curbing bribery and
commissions. Abacha badly needs to
extract himself from his present difficul-
ties.

Unfortunately, one of his options is
to declare war with neighbouring
Cameroon — or at least threaten his
readiness to do so. The Bakassi penin-
sula is at the centre of a territorial dispu-
te between the two countries. The
peninsula’s 1,000 square kilometres is
rich in oil and gas reserves and the off-
shore waters are abundant in fisheries.
Abacha has sent troops to occupy the
area and Cameroon’s President, Paul
Biya, has promised to respond in kind.
Both have domestic agendas. Abacha
hopes that patriotism will quieten down
protests, and that military manoeuvres
will keep his rivals in the army occu-
pied. Biya faces a secessionist move-
ment among the anglophone minority in
his country — one of whom stood for
president in 1992 and lost in a highly
suspect contest.

The complication is the role of
France. The Mitterand Presidency has
close links with the francophone Biya
government and a defence pact between
France and Cameroon guarantees Fren-
ch military assistance in the event of an
external threat. However, the French
Prime Minister, Eduard Balladur, is
trying to mend fences with Nigeria
because the French trans-national oil
company, EIf Aquitaine, hopes to
increase its holdings and involvement in
an oil industry which is presently domi-
nated by the Anglo-Dutch company,
Shell.

Meanwhile Abiola too is aware that
his popularity increases with every day
in prison. When Babangida installed the
Interim National Government of Emest
Shonekan (deposed shortly after by
Abacha), Abiola, a multi-millionaire and
publishing magnate, jumped on his pri-
vate jet and fled to London instead of
confronting the military as the democra-
cy movement expected him to do. He
was also ambivalent towards Abacha at
first, perhaps believing that the latter had
launched the coup to restore the June
1993 mandate.

Inflammatory

The Concord newspaper group
owned by Abiola was at this time publi-
shing some inflammatory articles sug-
gesting that the reason he was not per-
mitted to assume the presidency is
because the northern Hausa-Fulsani eth-
nic groups and their kin-folk in the mili-
tary leadership do not want to lose their
political dominance to southerners who
pre-dominate in economic life and the
state bureaucracy. Abiola is a southerner
belonging to the Yoruba people. There
is some truth to this, but the effect was
to stir up ethnic tensions. All these
issues compromised Abiola’s reputation
and it has taken his arrest and reports of
the harshness of prison conditions to
evoke public sympathy and support.

Almost without exception the demo-
cratic movement, including its radical
wing, has stated its objective as being
the release of all political prisoners,
including Abiola, and for the honouring
of the 12 June 1993 electoral result.
Abiola was seen as the dream ticket: a
Yoruba from the south but a Moslem,
and therefore acceptable to the largely
Moslem north, with a vice-presidential
partner who is a northern Moslem, with
his vast wealth which would surely indi-

overlooks the experience of
Nigeria’s post-colonial history let alone
that of the rest of the continent. The brief
interludes of civilian government by
capitalist elites have left behind bitter
legacies of extravagance, embezzlement
and ethnic division — not constitutional
stability, democratic freedoms and a pro-
ductive economic base.

The military coups which have suc-
ceeded these governments have invaria-
bly been greeted by (short-lived) relief
as the new regimes promise to root out
corruption, punish the wrong-doers, abo-
lish poverty and so forth. Yet they have
succeeded in wasting away the vast oil
wealth, plunging the country into a debt
trap (US$30 billion foreign debt), and
implementing austerity measures, despi-
te soaring rates of inflation (116%) and
widespread malnourishment and near
starvation in rural areas. Absurd as it
may seem, there have often been acute
fuel and energy shortages, and queuing
at petrol kiosks was common well befo-
re the current strike.

The election of 1993 was hardly an
exercise in democracy. Only two parties
were allowed to contest, the “little to the
right” National Republican Convention
(NRC), and the “little to the left” Social
Democratic Party (SDP). The names of
these parties, their constitutions and
manifestos, were drawn up by Babangi-
da’s government and two exactly similar
headquarters built for them in Abuja.
Both SDP candidate Abiola and NRC
candidate Bashir Tofa are multi-millio-
naires with close links to the military.
Both were also senior members of the
former party of the capitalist class, the
National Party of Nigeria (NPN).

2. The tragedy of the Nigerian socialist movement and
some of its debates are reviewed in E. Madunagu,

" ~*Problems Of Socialism: The Nigerian Challenge’, Zed

Books.{Longon), 1982.
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Journalist David Pallister notes: “In
the early 1980s one senior politician,
going to the heart of the matter remar-
ked: ‘There are only two political parties
in Nigeria — the NPN and the army.’
Put another way, it has been argued that
the army is the military wing of the
NPN, and that the Nigerian elite for all
its political and ethnic differences, is in
fact a tiny homogeneous group passing
the parcel of power and wealth that
flows from it.”3 While Pallister under-
estimates the intra-capitalist rivalry
which takes the form of ethnic and
regional loyalties, it remains the case
that the June 1993 elections did not
break this mould.

Many who recognise that the labour
movement and socialist forces are too
weak to take on the ruling class see a
Sovereign National Conference as the
mechanism whereby representatives of
the exploited and oppressed masses, the
Talakawa, could administer the country
until genuine multi-party elections can
be held. They recognise that in the inter-
im they would have to share power with
capitalist politicians such as Abiola and
that the relationship of forces is still not
in their favour. How then can they best
prepare themselves before, during and
after such a conference?

A number of activists have already
drawn the lesson that if the democratic
struggle in Nigeria is to be successful it
must not only encompass, but transcend
the demands for human rights and grea-
ter freedoms. They realise that there is
no substitute for building a political
movement dedicated to stimulating and
supporting the self-activity and self-
organisation of working people, in
order, as Glory Kilanko says, “to capture
power ourselves™. %

3. The Guardian (London), 5 June 1993

GLORY KILANKO was formerly chair
of the Nigerian Labour Congress
women's section, National Co-
ordinating Secretary of the socialist-
feminist group, “Women in Nigeria“,
founder of the Campaign for
Democracy and is a leading militant
in the newly formed organisation,
Democratic Alternative. BALA
KUMAR spoke with her on 7 July,
three days after the oil workers'
strike began but before the NLC
called a general strike only to call it
off two days later.

MARK the first anniver-
I sary of the repudiation of
the 12 June 1993 elections
there have been renewed pro-
tests against the military.
Meanwhile a constitutional
conference has been organised
by the Abacha regime to
redraft the constitution, after
which a handover to civilian
rule is promised. How do you
assess this conference?

Abacha has come to office to fulfil his
life’s desire not because he has any poli-
cies to offer to the country. There was an
arrangement whereby the previous milita-
ry dictator, Ibrahim Babangida, would rule
for four years and then hand power to
Abacha for a further four years. At this
point we fought hard to say that Nigeria is
not a relay race for the military to hand the
baton of power to one another.

Nothing fruitful will come out of this
latest conference. Babangida spent 40 mil-
lion naira on the last conference, which
rewrote the 1979 constitution. We have
neither implemented the new constitution
nor experimented with it. Now the hand-
picked delegates to the conference are
idling in the federal capital, Abuja, becau-
se apparently there is no accommodation
for them. The people there are the likes of
Umaru Dikko who looted the entire treasu-
ry when he was a minister, before running
away to London. This same man is today
given a red carpet welcome by Abacha to
give legitimacy to the conference!

As a woman active in grass-roots
struggles, I am disappointed that Abacha’s
wife has produced a programme called
“Family Support”. She is not prepared to
support the “Better Life” programme that
Miriam Babangida, wife of the previous
ruler, spent millions of naira on. The first
phase of this new programme is to last
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four years, surely a clue as to her hus-
band’s plans! This new programme is
designed to push women back into the kit-
chen, so that their unemployed menfolk
can take their jobs,

We are determined to fight Abacha in
the same vein we fought Babangida and
we will not relent in our efforts. There
have been continuous protests since the
President-elect, Moshood Abiola was
arrested on 23 June and they have been
spreading around the country and growing
in momentum.

What kinds of protests have
there been recently?

Initially there were mass demonstra-
tions and people were man-handled and
shot down. Abacha sent in tanks and hea-
vily armed men on to every street in
Lagos. The situation was so tense that
people were afraid to leave their homes.
There are over a hundred and fifty in
detention centres solely for demanding the
restoration of the people’s verdict of 12
June 1993. Market women participated in
the protests by locking their stalls for four
days. They demonstrated and chanted
songs in front of the American Embassy
and the British High Commission, deman-
ding an end to military rule. Imagine the
sacrifice these women made. They survive
on their daily earnings but they were pre-
pared to suffer today for a better future for
their children.

The National Union of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Workers
(Nupeng) which has 150,000
members has been on strike
since 4 July supporting pro-
democracy demands. Yet the
sole trade union centre, the
Nigerian Labour Congress
(NLC), has not supported the
strike and is taking a conciliato-
ry position towards the dicta-
torship. Why is this?

The shameful fact is that the leader-
ship of the NLC are participants in the
Constitutional Conference. They see it as
an opportunity to make some fast money
and have been doing all they can to frus-
trate the efforts of the democratic forces. I
used to be Chair of the women’s section
but I was removed from that position
because of the role I played in the demo-
cratic movement. They were in support of
Babangida remaining in office. While I
was underground evading arrest by State
agents, the leadership stage-managed an
election for my position. Never mind, at




least 1 don’t have to mortgage my
conscience. The NLC leadership operates
like this: they pretend to go on strike in
order to negotiate with the military autho-
rities; then they tell the workers that the
dispute has been resolved but never inform
them of the details of the settlement. Some
of us are working seriously with the rank
and file so that decisions at the level of the
NLC are made by each worker in each
union affiliate and not by the President or
General Secretary of the union on behalf
of the workers, We are fighting to demo-
cratise the NLC as well as wider society.

There are two main forces lea-
ding the democratic move-
ment. The Campaign for Demo-
cracy (CD) which groups toge-
ther about forty human rights,
civil liberties and progressive
organisations and the new
National Democratic Coalition
(Nadeco) which is made up of
ex-generals, discredited civilian
politicians and business people
who seem to have belatedly
developed a democratic
conscience.

All avenues for the individuals in
Nadeco to make money have been bloc-
ked; that is why they want Abacha out.
These people at one time or another ruled
Nigeria but never did anything useful for
the country and now they claim to know
what democracy is. It is not true. It is not
our intention to push out Abacha so that
someone else of his ilk comes into office.
We have gone beyond that stage.

Qur differences with the leadership of
the CD stem from the secret talks that its
Chair, Dr Beko Ransome-Kuti, had with
Abacha’s second in command, Lieutenant-
General Oladipo Diya, prior to Abacha’s
coup last year. Diya promised Ransome-
Kuti that should Abacha come to power,
he would install Moshood Abiola as Presi-
dent. We had one binding principle within
CD, which was that we were against mili-
tary rule and intervention of any guise and
at any time. Today Ransome-Kuti is figh-
ting against the military because they have
reneged on their promise to him. He was
stupid to believe them in the first place. He
calmed some of the protests and bred illu-
sions in Abacha’s regime. He told people
that Abacha had come to “clear up the

L1}

mess .

There remains the possibility of
another military coup, this time
against Abacha and led by

loyalists or lower ranking sol-
diers, all claiming to stand for
the 12 June result. How do you
view this?

We are worried about this situation.
There are soldiers with a number of grie-
vances against their leadership, like the
regulars who have served all their lives but
who are not in positions of power because
they have been by-passed by the graduates
of the elite Nigerian Defence Academy.
All these groups seek power to loot the
country’s wealth.

Qur position is this: if the military
strikes ten times, we will fight them each
time. Out of thirty-four years of political
independence, the military have ruled for
twenty-six and look at the mess which
Nigeria is in! We are not against Abacha
as an individual but against the role of the
military in politics.

Why did you and others leave
the CD and found the Demo-
cratic Alternative? What are
your immediate demands?

either Oladipo Diya, Babangida

We are calling for an Interim National
Government comprising the Social Demo-
cratic Party presidential candidate, Abiola,
and others, for eighteen months. This
government would lead towards genuine
multi-party elections and the enduring
democracy which people yearn for. We
strongly support the principles behind 12
June and not characters like Abiola. That
election brought Nigerians together as one
for the first time, cutting across regional,
ethnic and religious lines.

We left CD because we felt betrayed
by Ransome-Kuti. We are not agitating for
the sake of it. We aspire to capture power
ourselves, the masses of Nigeria. Unlike
CD, those of us in the Democratic Alterna-
tive are building a political movement. We
are not a part of this movement just for
Nigeria's sake, we are trying to visualise
what Africa should look like. We are fed
up of military rulers and discredited politi-
cians mis-ruling our continent. We are fed
up of imperialism dictating to us what our
lives and futures should be. We need a
strong Pan-Africanist movement, a mass
movement which unites Africans in the
diaspora and those on the continent. Our
common enemies are the African leaders,
military or civilian, and we have to over-
throw them. *
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FAR RIGHT IN EUROPE

The rats break from cover

E recent European elections
confirmed the presence of the far ™ of A

right as an enduring feature of the

political landscape: m mcst
Union countries.

Legitimised by un]iféfséig;suﬁragé F
far right is rooted in the .b?g cities, its

material and membershﬁ’p resources.

greatly magnified by its presence.in t
institutions of the bourgeois state. Pr
gressively consolldaéfng its orgams&-
tions, it has established networks at
every le»rel of soclety a substﬂute for its

tion and insecurity rema
tile ground, but it has deveiaped a bros
der discourse, allowing it fo take its di

tance from the classrcal fascist henta—

Nazism, distinguis
“bad” in the Hitle
governments,  al
nazi/skinhead \?iol .
gramme (war, raz;:al mequa
pressmn of democrﬂu; i

cist ideology.

In sum, the far right has broken out of
political and social isolation in imperia-
list Europe (Britain excepted). It has
gone beyond the groupuscule stage to
the creation of “modem” political forma-
tions which are potential parties of
govermment, alone or in coalition.

What will be the next stage? What is
the gravity of the fascist menace today?

Two errors should be avoided. The first
is to define fascism by its ideological
content. This is not very useful, given
that many of the reactionary elements
involved - racism, nationalism, patrio-
tism, colonialism, militarism, sexism -
are also part of the spiritual heritage of
our imperialist bourgeoisies.

The second errﬂra,s to confuse the rise

EurOPeana,,,;,;;; gl

ga) relnforcement of the bourgems
avmdmg the fronta‘{ battle to the
(gamsations
nd the: destmf:tao 10f, social iberties

the risk of accepting ee-resporismih

for the crisis. The MSI, for example, cul--
tivates its "Mussoltnlan" image for its.
rank and file, but is the least critical of

Berlusconi of all the parties in the Italian
parliament. All a question of tactics?
Perhaps, but the transition from the
parliamentary-in itutional roadto a
policy of extra-parliamentary aonfmnta

tions will require new 'b;ec%we and \

subjective condmons

The big European far nght groups know
that a further leap forward requires at
least tacit agreement with those sectors
of large capital which can open the
door to participation in power.

The favoured option of the ruling
classes-is not currently fascist. It is
based on the liberalisation of world

trade, the remodelling of the productive
apparatus and a frantic search for gains
in competitivity. This implies immense
social changes, as well as the mainte-
nance of the European Union. Hinde-
red by world competition and a wor-
kers' movement which is “too strong”,
the bourgeosie must pursue its offensi-
ve against social gains; but at the same
time, it seeks the active collaboration of
its work force to optimise the labour
process in the workplaces. What is
sought is a progressive “"Americanisa-
tion” of the workers' movement, rather
than reliance on the fascists to change
the relationship of forces through vio-
lent confrontation. The MSI presence in
the Berlusconi government is conside-
red exceptional by the European bour-
geoisie, while both Berlusconi and
Bossi have made public offers to colla-
borate with the PDS.

The bourgeoisie has understood that
this gigantic gradual counter-reform,
alternating “social pacts” with far-ran-
ging attacks, has reached its intrinsic
limits. In shor, it fears social explosion,
especially given the fragility of the cur-
rent political system. Thus, bourgeois

politics is radicalising. This means, first
““.and foremost, a reinforcement of the

executive and repressive capacity of
the State apparatus (laws, repression,
ontrol) on a national and EU basis,
mbined with an ideclogical offensive
around favoured themes. A new type of

politician emerges; ideologically very

conservative, populist in methods of
government, liberal in economic credo,

‘and clearly more militant and energetic.

Inatcher inaugurated this approach,

~Berlusconi followed and undoubtedly

Pasqua seeks to emulate it in France. If
this. new muscular approach succeeds
in several European countries, it would
represent an important change in the
poliical situation. The social and politi-
cal relations accumulated since 1945

- _-are beginning to tear apart. A broader
*space opens for the far right. Should

they present themselves as the militant
wing of a right-wing government, or
bring all their weight into the State
apparatus and accelerate their extra-
parliamentary activity? All this is
conjuncture. Whatever the fascist
option, the struggle to combat it
remains an urgent priority.
Frangois Vercammen &
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ITALY

Wolf looks for new clothes

GUIDO CALDIRON has been active
at an anti-fascist documentation
centre since 1990, mainly
concerned with the question of
the far right but also with the
question of social exclusion,
particularly in the poor urban
neighbourhoods. He is a
journalist with Il Manifesto, the
independent communist daily
newspaper, published since the
early 1970s. International
Viewpoint spoke with him in July.

AN YOU describe the
work of the of anti-
fascist documenta-
tion centre in Rome?

The centre was set up by militants
emerging from different experiences in
the social and associative movements,
like the women’s collectives who work
around the question of immigrant
women, the “redskins” who work large-
ly around music and the question of
“image” in the anti-fascist struggle, and
some traditional political militants who
come from different organisational
experiences. We have chosen to come
together to work on racism and fascism,
with the appearance in Italy of racist
politics linked above all to the rise of the
extreme right.

Can you explain the specta-
cular rise of the far right in
Italy?

To reply to this question, it is neces-
sary to go back a bit, because the electo-
ral victory of the far right was prepared
by a social climate which goes back to
the early 1980s in Italy.

During these years the political
situation was not determined by the
forces of the right or extreme right, but
above all by what was called in Italy the
“CAF”’ — which are the initials of the
three principal political personalities of
the Socialist Party and Christian Demo-
cracy. The 1980s were the years of Bet-
tino Craxi (and Andreotti and Forlani),
who monopolised power inside the

Socialist Party through some very popu-
list means, using authoritarian methods
inside the party. Craxi was able to chan-
ge completely the image of the Italian
Socialist Party which became a very
much more centrist and above all fierce-
ly anti-Communist party, basing its poli-
tics on the rejection of any trade union
heritage and all the conquests of the
workers’ movement during the 1970s.

The Craxi years had bad conse-
quences for the workers’ movement,
and challenged traditional class solidari-
ty as well as the gains of social combat
during the 1970s, like the organisation
of work, the system of trade union repre-
sentation and the power of workers in
their workplaces.

A cultural and media offensive was
launched with the objective of renova-
ting the image of imperialist Italy, a
country which was now part of the circle
of “the great of the earth”. During this
period we also saw debates on the instal-
lation of Cruise missiles in the context
of the integration of Italy into NATO. It
was during this same period that the
renovation of the Italian military appara-
tus was embarked upon. This policy was
carried out in a nationalist framework,
and episodes like the holding of the
World Cup in Italy in 1990 were part of
1t.

These things prepared the electoral
successes of the far right and the right
wing coalition with the other different
formations, because everything changed
in the political climate. The different
corruption scandals and the “clean
hands” operation discredited the whole
of the traditional political class. There
was no longer the possibility of advan-
cing the traditional responses of the wor-
kers’ movment and the parties of the left
because the 1980s had hit very hard.
During these years the Italian Commu-
nist Party (PCI) were in opposition, but
in several northern towns and even in
Rome the PCI had participated in local
government with the Socialist party
(PSI) of Craxi. The trade union leader-
ship gave its support to the Socialists.
They tried to freeze social conflicts, hol-
ding back the workers and the radical
movement which existed in the facto-
ries, and this prepared the electoral vic-
tory of the right. The “clean hands”
enquiry discredited the whole of the

political class, not just Christian Demo-
cracy (which did not constitute simply a §
political party but a system of manage-
ment of power), but also the Socialist
Party, and at the level of the local admi-
nistrations in the towns some elected |
representatives of the PCI have been §
mixed up in the same affairs as the
Christian Democrat mafiosi. Thus nobo-
dy had clean hands on the political
scene. It is easy at this moment for the
far right and the MSI, which has never
or almost never held power, to have a
clean image, while the Northern League
began to develop in the north of Italy,
the “industrial triangle” where the eco-
nomic crisis hit hardest.

The League developed from the
mid-1980s onwards and it was some-
thing which gave a political representa-
tion to the new social situations which
emerged on the basis of the ruin of the
old industrial towns of northern Italy.
The third and largest component of the
coalition which won the elections was
Berlusconi, who was perhaps the least
new force because he had been close to
the Socialist Party in Milan. Before that
he had been very close to the fascists in
the 1970s, when he had helped finance
1l Secolo di Italia, then the daily of the
MSI. He made his fortune through some
very specific laws favouring his com-
munications empire, while the Milan
local administration, which was in the
hands of the socialists, helped him
acquire cheap land for the purchase of
new buildings. Thus he began his career
with the construction of new towns like
Milan II and Milan III, which are the big
residential centres in the suburbs of
Milan. Berlusconi was very much part
of this rotten political class, but he has
undoubtedly given a new image to it, the
image of a “golden boy” won in the
1980s, which still excites the imagina-
tion of many Italians.

Is the MSI a fascist forma-
tion?

This is a question which has genera-
ted a lot of debate, as has the overall
characterisation of the coalition which
was victorious at the general elections. If
one wishes to give an image of the
whole of the governmental coalition one
could say that it is very clearly on the
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extreme right. On the social questions
and the organisation of society, they are
against abortion; they have positions
very close to those of the Pope and the
Vatican hierarchy. Then one could make
some big differentiations, because the
right has three faces.
With the League one has the inven-
tion of a community which does not
8 exist; there is no language or anything in

MP 4 the north of Italy to form the basis of

this community, it is something linked
to questions of money. The ethnic ques-

(2RI tion serves to conceal social egoism.

The northern regions hardest hit by
the economic crisis were once the great
regions of worker solidarity. Now indi-
vidualism and regionalism have repla-
ced that tradition. The process is linked
to Italian history: the workers of the
south became immigrants to make the
fortunes of Agnelli and the big owners
of the car factories in the north of Ttaly;
this became part of the social body, and
a kind of racism was born. The League
invokes an ideal community which
never existed in reality because for
example the immigrants who worked in
Turin for 20 years now could vote for

the League and feel themselves to be
Torinos, but they speak the Torino dia-
lect with a strong Sicilian accent. It
represents the defeat of integration. Inte-
gration for these people is only realised
in the factory, after the factory there is
no more integration. Thus they defend
things which are not theirs. Thus the eth-
nicist regionalist far right has a somew-
hat particular face.

The MSI party — the Italian Social
Movement — is the direct inheritor of
the last incarnation of the fascist regime
in Ttaly, namely the Italian Social Repu-
blic established around the Lake of
Garde in the north of Italy under the pro-
tection of the German army. It was the
“toughest” version of Italian fascism,
which came closest to the features of
Nazi Germany. After the war the vete-
rans of the Italian Social Republic like
Almirante, who was in charge of propa-
ganda and had been responsible for the
shooting of partisans, founded this party,
whose aim was to take up the flame of
those who died to defend the ideal of the
Italian Social Republic. There was a
long debate on the banning of the party
because it rejected the constitution, but it

was never dissolved and was utilised
several times by Christian Democracy to
support the government from outside. It
was, above all, used in some towns to
guarantee the corrupt mafia dealings of
Christian Democracy.

Some MSI leaders were rehabilita-
ted by Christian Democracy in the
1950s and became leaders of the party;
inside the MSI there are deputies of dif-
ferent currents, for example, in latter
years the young secretary of the party,
Fini, who made his career as the leader
of neo-fascist youth, has sought to give
the party a new image, inspired by the
success of Le Pen in France. Fini follo-
wed a racist and xenophobic orientation,
but this only bore fruit when the Chris-
tian Democracy began to founder becau-
se of the corruption scandals. There was
in some towns only one party which was
capable of taking up its heritage and this
was the MSI. For example, in Rome the
MSI completely absorbed the heritage
of Christian Democracy, including those
mafia elements who had previously col-
lected votes for the Christian Democrats.
Thus Fini came second in the elections
at Rome but gained nearly half of the
votes and so the
MSI became the
first party in Rome.
Also, in Naples they
had a very good
score with Alessan-
dra Mussolini, and
success in other towns, since the Berlus-
coni movement had not yet emerged.
The internal opposition is represented by
Pino Rauti who is a former leader of the
radical right New Order and was recent-
ly re-elected to the European parliament.
He is going to represent the social soul
of this party — socially the MSI repre-
sents the middle managers of the public
sector and thus the idea of drastically
pruning this sector is not a good thing
for the MSI electorate. Thus it is pos-
sible to envisage a crisis inside the
government in the coming months,
because the MSI represents people who
would be very hard hit by a radical libe-
ralism.

Then there is Berlusconi, who repre-
sents the Latin American populist for-
mula mixed with US style media razz-
matazz, but also with aspects of a bana-
na republic, because he made his fortune
with a football team and has imported
the language of football into politics,
and also has had as candidates football
players, TV journalists and so on. He is
very much to the far right but with more
acceptable positions, but behind him in
the Cabinet there are people who have

worked since the beginning in Forza Ita-
lia, including veterans of the MSI like
the minister of foreign affairs, who
comes from the MSI section in Rome
and says that he has the same anti-Com-
munist culture as Fini.

What happened during the
last European elections?

The League understood that its elec-
torate, which comes in part from those
disappointed by the left and the former
Christian Democracy, liked the look of
Forza Italia, above all in that, although it
was successful throughout Italy, it had a
“northern” image; they were linked to
Milan football team while Berlusconi is
someone linked to the Milan bourgeoi-
sie. With this new government the true
centre of Italy is no longer Rome but
Milan. This is something which has
pleased the regionalist and racist electo-
rate of the League and they thus lost
nearly 2 million votes in total to Forza
Italia. There was a great media campai-
gn in the press and television by Berlus-

- coni against the League, because they

had said that Berlusconi was OK but
needed controlling, was a businessman
rather than a politician, and that while
they wanted to change everything Ber-
lusconi did not. There was a TV pro-
gramme where the interviewer spoke to
youth in the street who were by coinci-
dence very favourable to Berlusconi, and
every evening there was someone who
said “I was with the League but now I
support Berlusconi because Bossi has
betrayed”. The same thing happened
with the MSI, who lost 1.5 million votes
but is still nearly the first party in Rome
and in most of southern Italy. It is alrea-
dy the first party of the Italian communi-
ty in Bolzaro where there is the question
of the Tyrolian community, and is very
strong in Trieste. The MSI is in many
ways the strongest constituent of the
coalition because it is the sole party
implanted socially at a rank-and-file
level.

Before the electoral successes of the
far right we believed, notably after the 2
October 1992 street battles between
trade unions and police, that something
new was going to emerge in Italy, that
the radical champions of self-organisa-
tion (the trade union left, in local neigh-
bourhoods, youth movements, and uni-
versities) were gradually going to turn
the tide against the revisionist leadership
in the CP and the unions.

On 2 October 1992 the trade unions
came on to the streets and confronted the
police for the first time since 1977. We

12 International Viewpoint #259 September 1994




knew that the moment of the revolution

had not yet come, and one year after
there was the electoral explosion of the
far right. I think that we have not been
capable, above all at the social level of
the crisis in the cities, of taking on board
the experiences at the base. The question
is now how to stop the far right beco-
ming spokesperson of the excluded,
because the far right is going to take
positions of defence on certain social
gains, things which have been achieved
through struggle. One cannot think in
Italy in terms of the Popular Front, that
is everyone together against the fascists.
We should be capable of putting toge-
ther all kinds of experiences of self-
managment. Ten days ago in Rome a
national assembly was organised atten-
ded by all the trade union base commit-
tees (Cobas), the RDB, a trade union of
firefighters employed in the public sec-
tor, the CUB which is a trade union co-
ordination of self-organisation, and other
smaller groups like the anarcho-syndica-
lists with representatives from the alter-
native radio associations, students from
several university women’s groups and
people with very many other expe-
riences.

A proposal was made that a demons-
tration be organised for September for
the right to work, reduction in the wor-
king day without loss of salary, socially
useful work in the city, time for work
and time for rest. In this assembly politi-
cal organisations like the Party of Com-
munist Refoundation (PRC) were also
involved, and all signed a petition to
appeal for this initiative. Apart from the
social question one must take up also the
question of anti-fascism. Whereas in
France the question of citizenship is rai-
sed not only in relation to immigration,
which is not enormous in Italy, but also
the possibility of neighbourhoods taking
decisions, to make citizens participants
in the political process. Today the far
right gives identity but also a means of
participating in a certain manner in com-
- munity life. We must be there also and I
think that we can unify the left around
this project to retake the intiative from
the far right. Otherwise the left will
disappear and there is no guarantee that
some of its forces will not go over to the
right. %

GERMANY

Election danger

GERMANY's “super-election” in
October could see various far-
right and even fascist parties
entering assemblies at regional
and national level. The left have
launched camapigns to oppose
this danger but there is still an
overall lack of perspectives for the
anti-fascist/anti-racist struggle.

DAVID MULLER *

ANY people on the
left expected re-unifi-
cation to be followed
by a rise in social
struggles. This assumption was not
without foundation but overall it proved
false. The main reason for the failure of
the various predicted hot autumns,
springs and summers to appear was the
racist tide which swept across Germany.

When the Christian Democratic
Union/Christian  Social Union
(CDU/CSU) campaign against the right
of asylum began, it had already become
clear that the East was not starting on a
radiant future under capitalism. The sec-
tions of the state bureaucracy tied to the
CDU and CSU were horrified by the
possibility of electoral successes by the
Social Democratic Party (SPD), Greens
and even the former Communist Party
of Democratic Socialism (PDS). Their
horror had quite straightforward material
reasons — fewer votes, fewer jobs. On
top of this, wide sections of the middle
classes, who have a direct influence on
the policies of the CDU/CSU, had and
still have a hysterical fear of strike
movements, as in times of crisis their
businesses are unable to meet wage
demands. This layer not only gave mas-
sive support to the policies of the Fede-
ral government over asylum; in some
cases they took the initiative. For
example, in Han Munden (Lower Saxo-
ny) the town’s biggest businessmen
were behind a “citizens’ initiative”
against a refugee hostel.

However, large-scale capital was
more hesitant, having a more realistic
appreciation of the likely success of the
East German strike wave. Nor did it
have much to fear from the possibility of

a new government centred on the SPD.
Furthermore it also knew that any cam-

immigrants, who often provided much
of the workforce in large factories.
It is, of course, the attitude of the

police and courts which has been the \&¥

most appaling. No serious attempt has
been made to break up the fascist net-
works. Indeed, they have often acted
according to the view that “left and right
extremists are the same”. Fascist attacks
are played down as the work of isolated
individuals while left-wing activists
have faced a far harder response. In
Munich, the alleged purchase of an
alarm clock was enough to warrant a
conviction for “‘supporting or promoting
a terrorist association (art. 129a (3)).”
Again, there is a material reason for this.
In the event of a fascist take-over few
judges and police officers would lose
their jobs. On the other hand, if socia-
lists were to take power they would lose
their privileges.

Terrorist

At the beginning of the 1980s, when
fascist groups such as the National
Socialist Alliance/National Activist
(ANS/NA) and the “Wehrsportsgruppe
Hoffman™ carried out terrorist acts, there
was a clamp down, but it never went far
enough. Today, matters have worsened.
The swift release of the responsible edi-
tors of Einblick, the paper of the Anti-
Antifa which has carried out attacks on a
very wide range of anti-fascist organisa-
tions, and the acquittal on 11 February
1994 of two skinheads who had murde-
red a disabled person, for “lack of
proof”, are but two examples which
show that much of the legal system
downplats the fascist threat. The murder
and terrorising of immigrants, asylum
seekers, the disabled and left wingers are
seen in these circles as trivial offences.

These are signs of a frightening
lurch to the right in ruling circles in pre-
paration for larger confrontations with
the working class — a clear indication

* The author is a German supporter of the Fourth
International. The article was originally published in the
German Fourth Internationalist journal Avanti, no. 38, March
1994. It has been specially updated for International
Viewpoint.
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that at least part of the state apparatus
does not want to move against these fas-
cist groups, even when clearly they are
going beyond their earlier function of
preparing the ground for bourgeois poli-
cy.

This trend is even clearer in the poli-
ce. They have passively watched every
pogrom, and instead attacked anti-
racists. On 11 February this year police
brutally attacked a demonstration
against a visit by the leader of the Repu-
blikaner, Schonhuber, to Hannover.
Despite orders to back off, mounted
police charged the demonstration
without warning. Such freelancing is not
the rule, but it represents a disturbing
trend.

Police officers are not machines sim-
ply carrying out orders. Their conscious-
ness is determined by their material
existence. The specific structures of the
repressive apparatuses almost compel
the appearance of a mentality close to
fascisrn — the police officer has to obey
his superiors but he can also push
around those within his own power. On
top of this is the crisis of legitimacy of
the bourgeois democratic system,
known in Germany as Parteiverdrossen-
heit — “feeling sick of parties”. It is the-
refore no surprise that the social demo-
cratic expert on fascism, Leggewie, was
not allowed to carry out an investigation
into far right tendencies in the police in
the Baden-Wiirttemberg (the pro-Repu-
blikaner sympathies of many police offi-
cers are an open secret). Again, it is no
surprise that the police take no measures
to stop even the worst outbreaks of fas-
cist violence or the formation of terrorist
networks such as the Anti-Antifa.

This rightward drift in the bourgeois
spectrum has facilitated the strengthe-
ning of far right and fascist forces. These
could become an independent factor, in
the West in elections, in the East

Fascists in Europe
are gaining in
influence once
again — but their
real aims, like
their post-war

symbol (right),

remain the same

on the streets, and even take the first
steps on the road to power.

Unlike the left, the radical right in
Germany can look back on an unbroken
tradition. This is not only a matter of the
mass entry of former Nazi officials into
the state of the Federal Republic.
Outright fascist organisations and cadre
have persisted. The Sozialistiche
Reichspartei — later (ineffectually) ban-
ned — provided Nazis with their first
meeting place in the 1950s. In the 1960s
and 1970s, the leading force in the far
right camp was the National Democratic
Party (NPD), but the failure of two of its
major offensives led to splits. At the end
of the 1960s the NPD operated mainly
in the electoral arena but lost much of its
support to the CDU/CSU camp. In the
mid-1970s the NPD became more mili-
tant. There were, in particular, a series of
shows of force by the NPD youth despi-
te protests from democratic and socialist
opinion. However, despite enjoying
massive police protection, each of their
street marches ended in battles. These
actions undermined the NPD’s “law and
order” image and it rapidly lost influen-
el

Ideology

At the same time, new currents
developed among militant Nazis, in par-
ticular around Michael Kiihnen,! inclu-
ding the New Right at the ideological
level and the National Revolutionary
current. At first both of these tried to
make inroads into leftist circles, targe-
ting especially the peace movement and
in some places the Greens. The National
Revolutionaries adopted a pseudo-revo-
lutionary discourse while the New Right
put forward refurbished racial theories,
no longer talking of the “superiority of
the Germanic/Aryan
race”, but rather
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a theory of “to each people its home-
land” — the Germans had Germany, the
Turks Turkey, the Nicaraguans Nicara-
gua and so on. On this basis they deman-
ded the “liberation of Germany from US
and Soviet imperialism” and supported
the liberation struggle in Nicaragua.

However, results were limited. The
terrorist strategy by parts of the National
Revolutionary camp failed, Further, their
distance from the traditional fascist orga-
nisations, the NPD and German Peoples
Union (DVU), was clear. Contacts were
always retained but at the beginning the
orientation of the National Revolutiona-
ries was certainly towards the left.

In the early and mid-1980s the old
and new far right moved closer together.
The old adopted the new-style racial
theories and stepped up their social
demagogy. In the other direction, many
National Revolutionaries abandoned
their rejection of the Hitlerite tradition in
German fascism and participated decisi-
vely in the campaign to deny the Nazi
crimes.

Fascism’s scope for action in West
Germany was thereby hugely increased.
The New Right’s ideologies opened up
opportunities in university circles.
Increased emphasis on social questions
made it possible to gain influence in the
working class.

But, most importantly, Michael Kiih-
nen succeeded in the late 1970s and
1980s in building a stable cadre of fas-
cist militants. These people, initially
organised in the ANS/NA, today play
leading roles in the most militant Nazi
groups. They were able to ride out relati-
vely well the shift to terrorism at the start
of the 1980s and the banning of the
ANS/NA which led to most of Kiihnen’s
cadre moving to the previously insignifi-
cant Freedom Workers’ Party (FAP).
This cadre does not have its origins in
Hitler's Nazi party and marked itself off
from the ageing networks of the old
right, This leading layer on the far right
is a product of the 1970s, whereas on the
left it is from 1968 or before.

The breakthrough for the neo-Nazis
came with re-unification. Their tightly-
knit structures, activism and base
amongst working class youth made them
well equipped to act in the social desert
of the East. In the West, with its stron-
gly-rooted parliamentary system, the

1. Michael Kithnen was a central leader of the militant
fascist movement from the 1970s onwards until his death in
1992, A former professional soldier, he was principally an
organiser, who was particularly respansible for the growth of
fascist groups in eastem Germany following re-unification.




promotion of fascist policies took place
through the electoral successes of the
Republikaner and “Liste-D”. The for-
mer, incidentally, should be characteri-
sed as a far right party with a solid base
amongst lower ranking civil servants
and the police. Since their poor results in
the European elections their influence
has declined dramatically and it is unli-
kely that either “Liste-D” or NPD will
be able to fill the gap. For the moment,
the Republikaner are not aiming to build
a militant street movement or form acti-
vist cells. But they could very well be
part of an overall fascist regroupment. In
any case, they form a bridge between
right-wing conservatives and fascists,
especially inmaking racism respectable.

With the wind of the “asylum deba-
te” in their sails the organised fascists
were able to act as a right-wing van-
guard, using direct action to shift public
opinion sharply to the right. Without the
racist outrages in Hoyerswerda and
Rostock there might well have been no
compromise between the major political
parties to restrict asylum. Violence
against the defenceless undermined the
reaction of solidarity, which many were
frightened to show because this might
cost something, possibly even physical-
ly. It was easier to find reasons why it
was not so bad after all or even had
some justification.

Self-organisation

But the terror did not go unchallen-
ged. Some 5 thousand demonstrated
after the Hoyerswerda pogrom. Initially
these were mainly the far left and young
people. The biggest weakness of this
movement was — and remains — the
lack of self-organisation. There were
certainly impressive successes, the high
point being the Bonn demonstration
against the SPD’s special conference on
the asylum issue in November 1992, but
there were no structures to facilitate on-
going work and increasing political awa-
reness.

This meant that nothing was done to
clarify the ambiguities in the “lines of
light” movement. They produced
impressive mobilisations in which large
numbers could take part and stimulated
much discussion. The “lines of light”
were more than just an expression of the
attitude of particular bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois circles — large-scale
industry, liberal intellectuals — who
feared that their material interests outsi-
de Germany would be harmed or who
were personally afraid of the terror.
Moreover, the fact that they were so

“unpolitical” simply reflects the low
level of anti-racist awareness in Germa-
ny. Nonetheless, the impact of the “lines
of light” is not to be sneered at, even if
their deliberately “unpolitical” direction
— Biblical quotations rather than
demands — hindered further develop-
ment and gave many the feeling that
they “had done something ™" — and did
not have to do anything more.

The next upsurge followed the mur-
ders in Solingen. Here Turkish immi-
grants predominated at the demonstra-
tions. This presented the opportunity for
a real anti-racist movement with immi-
grants playing a leading role (and/or
organising independently). It was mis-
sed. Only in a few places, notably Ham-
burg and Munich, was an anti-racist uni-
ted front which included the real immi-
grant community — and thus nationa-
list, religious and liberal forces — suc-
cessfully created. In most cases, the atti-
tude of the far left was that it was not
possible to demonstrate against racism
alongside nationalists.

The refusal to construct a common
front of all those affected — excepting
fascist formations such as the Turkish
Grey Wolves — had precisely the oppo-
site effect: chauvinist forces suppor-
ted by the Turkish State had a free
hand in many immigrant com-
munities.

In the immediate future,
the work of the anti-
racist/anti-fascist move-
ment will be shaped by
the elections.

For the moment
the electoral suc-
cess or failure of
the far right and
fascist parties
has taken on grea-
ter importance. It is not
that street level violence
against refugees and immigrants
has significantly abated but it is no
longer the number one topic in German
society. The elections are combined
with the possibility of a renewed debate
over the right to asylum, especially in
Bavaria, where the CDU/CSU is set on
a xenophobic election campaign —
“taking fears about being swamped by
foreigners seriously™.

Countering the street violence and
opposing the terrorist groups will of
course continue, although the latter is
more difficult. They are clandestine and
the police are not ready to break them
up. Here, the anti-racist/anti-fascist
movement is seeking to build, through
self-organisation, the strongest possible

International Viewpoint #259 September 1994

support for those affected; people on the
“black lists” who have been, or will be,
subjected to terrorist violence. The pro-
tests must be as broadly based as pos-
sible around concrete demands and
actions, such as self-defence of threate-
ned institutions, or full information
about and consistent following through
of police investigations. Left wing
gatherings must be better protected and
security questions taken more seriously.

Since it is difficult to apprehend the
terrorists themselves, after specific g
outrages there should be demonstrations [\d!
at the addresses of the instigators and
leaders: offices and business premises of
the far right and fascist parties or mee-
ting places of known neo-Nazis.

These are, of course, practical tasks,
What is also required now is an open
debate on how to take the anti-fascist
movement forward. Above all, a new
direction is needed — one which can
stop the rise of the far right and the fas-
cists in their tracks. %
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BELGIUM

Three voices make discord

THE RISE of the far right in
Belgium is no longer a uniquely
Flemish nor a uniquely electoral
phenomenon. Since the last
European elections the Vlaams

‘ Blok has consolidated its position

and made breakthroughs in areas
where until now it has
experienced difficulties in
implanting itself (for example in
the province of Limbourg).
Meanwhile, in Brussels and
Wallonie, two other far right
formations, the Front National
and AGIR, are surging forward.
Although this disproves some of
the more simplistic analyses and
explanations which have been
put forward,! the crucial problem
remains: how, against a
background of social and
economic crisis, austerity,
spectacular increases in
unemployment and political
disarray - phenomena which are
not going to disappear but will
get worse — do we hold back the
“brown tide"? We begin by
examining what the far right in
Belgium represents.

VINCENT SCHELTIENS*

NOVEMBER
1991, the day of
the legislative
elections in Flan-

ders, remains
marked as “Black Sunday”. The Vlaams
Blok obtained 10.6% of the vote in
Flanders as a whole and 25% in Ant-
werp, the principal town of the region.
With this score the party of Karel Dillen
(elected “president for life”) and Philip
de Winter (the de facto leader of the
party) became the biggest electoral for-
mation in Antwerp, surpassing the
Social Democrats, the Christian Demo-
crats and the Liberals. Although 12 June
1994 has not been characterised as a

second ‘‘Black Sunday” (the newspapers
are getting used to the situation), the
Vlaams Blok again increased its vote to
obtain 12.6% and double its representa-
tion in the European parliament (from 1
to 2 seats, out of a total of 14).

Still on the electoral plane, the next
battle will take place during the local
elections, scheduled for 9 October 1994.
The morning after “Black Sunday”, the
Vlaams Blok announced its intentions;
to confirm itself as the strongest party in
Antwerp, to take over the government of
the town and to win the mayorship. Eve-
rything is being thrown into the baitle,
including the “Fiihrer” himself: de Win-
ter, a native of Bruges, has set up house
in downtown Antwerp to take the head
of his party’s list.

Breakthroughs

This party is no longer a uniquely
electoral phenomenon. The Vlaams
Blok has succeeded in the past few years
— on the basis of consecutive electoral
breakthroughs and through its deputies
in the institutions of bourgeois parlia-
mentary democracy? — in structuring
and implanting itself. In its fiefdom, the
province of Antwerp, the Vlaams Blok
now has around 20 local sections, which
intervene more and more actively in
public life, in the neighbourhoods and
even at the gates of factories and
schools. Its youth organisation, the
Vlaams Blok Jongeren, has several
thousand adherents, while the circula-
tion of its monthly has risen to 37,000
(plans to launch a daily have foundered
up until now). To assess this party and
fight it effectively, it is necessary to first
distinguish three different levels:

® Its cadres, the political-ideological
kernel, which while trying to project a
respectable image, which represents the
nucleus of a fascist project.

@ Its members, found above all
among the petty bourgeoisie, but also in
the working class.

@ Its electorate, containing a high
percentage of workers, unemployed, the
under-educated and very many youth,
all prone to xenophobic prejudice, fun-
damentally because of the lack of a cre-
dible left alternative.? It is this third cate-
gory which is at stake in this battle.
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The recipe for its success is well
known and does not fundamentally dif-
fer from those employed elsewhere in
‘Western Europe: faced with the crisis of
capitalism, the social democratic co-
management of this crisis, the disappea-
rance of a credible left alternative toge-
ther with ruptures in the social tissue (at
the beginning the breakthrough always
happens in the traditionally “red” popu-
lar neighbourhoods of the big cities), the
Vlaams Blok capitalised on popular dis-
content through presenting a verbally
radical alternative with a specific identi-
ty (Flemish, anti-Belgian and racist).
The zenith of this line was the publica-
tion of its 70 point programme to resol-
ve the problem of immigration”, which
represented a gamble# With the increa-
sing influence (some have said the
putsch) of the “young wolves™ led by de
Winter, Van Hedke (a deputy in the
European parliament and previously
secretary of the far right fraction at
Strasbourg), Van Hauthem and others
(all aged between 25 and 35), a change
of direction took place; the immigrant
presence (linked with unemployment
and insecurity) became the focus of pro-
paganda and agitation, to the detriment
of anti-Belgian propaganda for an inde-

* The author is a member of the Socialist Workers' Party
(SAP/POS, Belgian section of the Fourth Intemational).

1. Analyses which sought to show that the rise of the far
right was linked to the character of Flemish society, as if the
rise of Hitler and the Holocaust could be explained by the
“character of German society”, or other analyses explaining
that the rise of the far right had no link with the global crisis
of society in which capitalism finds itself.

2. The Viaams Blok today has 18 parliamentary repre-
sentatives (12 in the chamber of deputies and 6 in the
senate) and 36 representatives in the provincial councils.
Thanks to its federal deputies the Vlaams Blok received
(under the old legislation) 11.2 million Belgian francs in
state subsidies in 1992. Under the new law of state subven-
tion of political parties the Viaams Blok receives, starting
from 1993, some 34 million Belgian francs above this
amount, or a total of 54.5 million Belgian francs per year. lts
participation in the right wing fraction of the European par-
liament also brings it some millions of Belgian francs.

3. The Vlaams Blok does better electorally among the
young members of the two trade union federations (the
social democrafic ABVV and the Christian Democratic
ACV) than it does among the population as a whole.
Among ABVV members of less than 35 years, 21% vote for
the Viaams Blok (15% in the ACV). Among the members of
the socialist trade union federation, the Vlaams Blok is in
second place in every age category, behind the Socialist
Party!

4. In this programme (drawn up in 1992), which was una-
nimously condemned for racism and non-respect for the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the Flemish
regional parliament, the Vlaams Blok proposes, among
other things, a system of apartheid in teaching (*to prepare
immigrants to return to their countries of origin”) and in
social security.




pendent Flemish state. This was in
conjunction with a series of meetings
with Le Pen. The fact that the Vlaams
Blok defends a “nationalism of the
peoples” as opposed to the “state natio-
nalism” of Le Pen’s FN did not deter
these young convinced fascists, emer-
ging as they did from the most notorious
“black™ circles such as the high school
students’ movement, the NJSV, or the
NSV student movement, organisations
which are not afraid to indulge in milita-
rist provocations (de Winter, who beca-
me a parliamentary deputy at the age of
26, was president of the NJSV and vice-
president of the NSV).

This does not mean that the Vlaams
Blok has not defended racist positions
since its foundation. Such positions were
to be found in its founding programme,’
but they were not put forward as the axis
of its electoral agitation. Nor does it
mean that the Vlaams Blok no longer
has a separatist profile. At the same time
as it claims to be the only Flemish natio-
nalist party, it fiercely opposes any “pro-
Belgian” sentiments among the public.
For the Vlaams Blok the two things are
linked, and there are no profound diver-
gences among the leadership of the
party as to ideology or political pro-
gramme.

The undeniable strength of this party
— and something which is little com-
mented upon in the “left” analyses — is
that it has succeeded in fusing two gene-
rations. The generation which was acti-
ve in the 1920s, 30s and 40s, basing
itself on the example of Mussolini and
later — although partially and with
more hesitations — of Hitler (some-
times with active collaboration with the
Nazi occupiers, and the sending of
young volunteers to the eastern front to
combat the “Communist devil”) was
strongly marginalised and repressed at
the end of the war. The small groups —
often circles of ex-combatants — living
in “the catacombs” succeeded in passing
the torch to a new generation, coming
into politics against the background of
the “betrayal” of the traditional Flemish
nationalist party Volksunie (Union of
the People), a party which was a consti-
tuent of several federal governments,
notably to elaborate the different stages
of reform of the state. The ideological
and political formation of this new gene-
ration was rooted in the 1920s and
1930s: Flemish priests and poets wor-
king for a “new order”, like Cyril Vers-
caeve, August Borms, Joris Van Seve-
ren, Wies Moens, Staf De Clerg, Father
Brauns and many others. The political
itinerary of all the “young wolves”

include the same organisations; the VINJ
scout movement, the two student organi-
sations already mentioned, Voorpost (a
Dutch-Flemish organisation which
struggles for the unification of *“Diets-
land™), Were-Di — a club for intellec-
tuals — and VMO (Order of Flemish
Militants) — a private militia, condem-
ned as such by a judicial tribunal in
1987.

A second success for the Vlaams
Blok has been its ability to conquer
hegemony of this entire far right Flemi-
sh movement. Following on from this,
given its electoral credibility and its pre-
sence in the elected institutions, it has
been able to draw behind it other Flemi-
sh nationalists (who did not originate
from the far right) such as the Flemish
intellectual Mark Grammens, who not
so long ago was still to be seen in some
left circles around the Communist Party
in Flanders.

Born leaders

How has the Vlaams Blok imposed
itself in such a fashion as the sole and
unique political voice for this move-
ment? It has been a real coup. In these
milieu there is no shortage of individuals
who regard themselves as born leaders.
The rare dissidents inside the Vlaams
Blok have never succeeded in acquiring
any electoral or organisational represen-
tation. This is due to the role of its foun-
der, Karel Dillen and the “modus viven-
di”” which he has found with the youth.
Opting for a “parliamentary-respec-
table” road, he has never denied his col-
laborationist past and has condemned
neither the revisionism of some, nor the
militarist actions of others. Other voices
on the far right have always received a
place in the first rank of the party. Two
examples; the ultra-violent ex-leader of
the VMO, Xavier Buisseret, is the
party’s propaganda chief’ and currently
a deputy in the national parliament. The
“ideological guru” of the Flemish far
right, Roeland Raes (one of the few who
participated in the debates around the
“New Right”) is vice-president, ack-
nowledged ideologue and deputy in the
Belgian senate. During Vlaams Blok
demonstrations, in which corteges of
para-military groupuscules such as
Assaut or Jonge Wacht) participate, it is
Philip De Winter himself who directs
the contingents. And in this way the
Fuhrer indicates to the troops that he has
not forgotten.

Throughout the 1980s in Wallonie
an important sector of the left (situated
principally within or around social

democracy) saw in the revival of the far
right in Flanders the confirmation of
their own well-cultivated myth: Flan-
ders, always right wing and Catholic,
formed a “natural” terrain for fascism,
particularly since the national question
has always been isolated from social
emancipation (which is, however, not
entirely true).8 According to these same [&8
sectors, “Red” Wallonie would always §&

be immune against fascism — some- B

thing which again has not been comple-
tely true in the past® — to such a point
that some have declared that Wallonie |
was “the white spot on the map of fas-
cist Europe”.!0 Both assertions were
caricatures of reality.

The far right in Wallonie lagged
behind that of Flanders in making its
electoral breakthrough, although the
roots of the crisis being even worse than
in Flanders, the objective terrain was
present. However, in the two years after
the 1991 elections, many elements inter-
vened to reinforce a spectacular break-
through of the Francophone far right.
The deep divisions between the small
far right groups were gradually resolved,
and then came the present offered by
social democracy: austerity for the wor-
kers, corruption and profitable swindles
for the party bigwigs.

Let us examine the depth of this
breakthrough. In the European vote, the
Front National (FN) and AGIR together
received 9.2%: 7.3% for the FN, 1.9%
for AGIR (the FN gained 1 seat out of a
total of 10). In their respective fiefdoms,
the FN scored 11.5% in Brussels city
(where it had already had a deputy elec-
ted in 1991), while AGIR received 4.7%
in Liege. The breakthrough of the FN
can be considered general throughout
Wallonie: thus the party received 9.5%

5. The founding programme (1979) is entitled “Viaams

Blok. Basic principles. Manifesto of a nationalism of the
right”.
6. After the death of King Baudouin in August 1993 a
real Belgian nationalist fervour emerged. Fiercely republi-
can, the Viaams Blok declined to comment on the decea-
sed monarch. During the speech to parliament of the new
king, Albert 11, the Vlaams Blok fraction was absent, leaving
a libertarian-populist deputy to mount a sole protest.

7. Buisseret, convicted several times for acts of violence
against leftwingers, homosexuals and immigrants, once
had the idea of naming this service of propaganda “national
secretariat — service of agitation and propaganda”. In
Dutch its initials read NSDAP.

8. A well known example is that of the priest Daens and
his brather who, at the beginning of the century, presented
an altemative list to that of the Catholic parly, to defend the
interests of the workers, a struggle which went hand in
hand with the battle for cultural and linguistic emancipation.

9. Just as well known is the example of the fascist Léon
Degrelle, who recently died in exile in the Spanish state.
Emerging from the reactionary Catholic currents, he made
a spectacular breakthrough in the 1930s with his REX
party. During the Nazi occupation he formed an SS-
Wallonie brigade to fight on the eastern front.

10. Unhappily we are obliged to quote our friend, the
Walloon republican José Fontaine.
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in the province of Hainault (capital
Charleroi), and 8.5% at Namur. An
extrapolation for the legislative elections
reveals that the FN would triple its num-
ber of seats (from 1 to 3) whereas AGIR
would stand a good chance of winning
its first seat.

To explain this surge it is first neces-
sary to examine the nature of the crisis
in Wallonie. De-industrialisation and
massive unemployment (above all
among the youth), and this time with the
PS in the national, regional and local

1 governments. No excuses then for a PS

knee deep in corruption; the “godfather
of the PS”, the state minister André
Cools, was shot in July 1991, the inquest
leading to gangster circles around ano-
ther PS minister; corruption in 1988
during the purchase of the Italian
AGUSTA helicopters leading this year
to the lifting of the parliamentary immu-
nity of three PS ministers, the “three
Guys™: Guy Spitaels (former president
of the party and president of the Wal-
loon government), Guy Coéme (deputy
prime minister in the federal govern-
ment) and Guy Mathot (minister in the
Walloon government).

Given the crisis of credibility of
“socialism”, the fact that the same PS
had just introduced an austerity plan to
meet the criteria of convergence for the
Maastricht treaty, and the corruption, the
only electoral gains would be for the far
right. The two right wing parties
enjoyed themselves to the hilt, leading
an anti-corruption and anti-
immigrant/asylum-seekers campaign.
The votes lost by Francophone social
democracy were almost entirely gained
by the two far right formations.

These formations do not
have a great deal in
common. The
Front  National 3t

“ \
stands for “state ..““ ..‘\eaa“

nationalism”, royalism %0

and Belgian unity. It \eﬂ
longs for the “Belgian 3\‘
greatness” of the colonial
period. In deference to its
pretensions to “Belgicis-
me”, the party’s full name is
the FN-NF (the same thing,
but in Dutch). In fact, it has hardly any
Flemish members but it does have the
support of some members of aristocratic
families. As to AGIR, its strongest base
exists in the region of Liege and Bra-
bant-Wallon (where historically there is
a tradition of Francophone fascism).
AGIR is virulently “Walloonist” (“the
Walloons first”), anti-Belgian and more
“militant” than the FN. AGIR employs

an “anti-capitalist” discourse, in com-
mon with neo-Nazi currents which
advocate the “second revolution™ (in the
tradition of Rohm, the Strasser brothers,
and so on). But these are merely words.
AGIR, while fulminating against foreign
(above all American) capital, declares
that it has no intention of challenging
“fundamental ideas like private proper-
» 11

What the FN, AGIR and the Vlaams
Blok have in common are royalism,
authoritarianism, reactionary Catholi-
cism and racism, united in a project to
“cleanse” civil society (and above all the
workers’ movement) in the service of
the big bourgeoisie, which — for the
moment — does not need this project.

In its Brussels stronghold, the FN
built itself through the Committee for
the Defence of Social Beneficiaries, dis-
tributing hot meals to the poor. The FN
too has its “president for life”, the doctor
Daniel Féret, now a European deputy
(although in 1987 he was condemned to
a year’s imprisonment, fined 60,000
francs and banned from exercising his
rights as a citizen for 5 years, for having
provided a false alibi for a gangster on
the run from the police).

“Pole-position”

The fact that Féret’s party has been
able to conquer “pole-position” on the
Francophone far right is also due to a
unification effort. Up until a few years
ago battles still raged between the FN
and the PFN (Party of New Forces).
Finally, the majority of PFN

members entered the FN,
except, significantly, in

Liege. After an unsuc-

cessful attempt to seize
'\l\‘ power, the head of the

bO“e Liége branch founded
4 s his own party, AGIR.
‘\te Vlaams Blok

“‘o““ : and the Front

National detest
each other. What is at
stake is Brussels, the capital of
Belgium. For the Vlaams Blok, Brus-
sels should be the capital of an indepen-
dent Flanders, whereas for the FN it
represents the capital of a strong, uni-
fied, royalist Belgium. The competition
between the two formations in Brussels
is so strong that the Vlaams Blok distri-
butes bilingual tracts and opens its lists
to Francophone candidates! The two
formations are also in competition for
“official recognition” from their big bro-
ther in France (a battle which seems to
be largely going the way of Vlaams

Blok). Relations between the Vlaams
Blok and AGIR, on the other hand, are
more cordial. Starting from 1990, AGIR
has been regularly invited to Vlaams
Blok activities. Thus, in 1990, Destor-
deur addressed the youth congress of
Vlaams Blok and made a speech on the
glory of a free Flanders and Wallonie.!2

It is intriguing, if beyond the pur-
poses of this article, to reflect on the
influence exercised by these forces on
the ideas and practices of bourgeois and
social democratic politicians. All are
opposed to “fascism”, certainly. But
some maintain that these are essentially
“parties like the others, which should not
be isolated or stigmatised, since that
would only reinforce their success”.!3
Numerous are those who openly take up
the themes of these parties in relation to
security policy against immigrants and
asylum seekers. On the other hand, the
law against racist acts has just been rein-
forced, as have the powers of the centre
which combats racist and xenophobic
acts. Cadres of the Vlaams Blok, ex-
PEN and others have been put on trial on
the basis of their material and propagan-
da. But it is certainly not by the road of
state repression that the influence of
these parties (and their ideas) will disap-
pear.

Since “black Sunday” a number of
mass anti-racist and anti-fascist initia-
tives have taken place in Belgium. The
results of 12 June demonstrate that it is
not enough to mobilise on the basis of
anti-racism or anti-fascism. Meanwhile,
the austerity policy continues, the trade
union mobilisations coming up against
the complicity of the national appara-
tuses with their friends in the govern-
ment.

Every anti-fascist initiative must be
linked to a discourse and a practice of
anti-capitalist inspiration. A change of
course is needed which gives priority to
the social needs of the majority, and it is
necessary to create an alternative left
political pole to give back credibility and
identity to people impoverished by the
crisis and the youth who can see no futu-
re. Such a movement has to reconquer
the big cities, the neighbourhoods... if
necessary house by house. The struggle
against fascism must be treated as a war.
*

11. Agir, its programme of action.

12. Quoted in Gwenaél Breés, ‘L' Affront National, le
nouveau visage de I'extreme-droite en Belgique’, ed.
EPO/REFLEX, 1991.

13. The most notorious mouthpiece for this tendency” is
the current Minister of Defence, the Flemish Christian
Democrat Leo Delcroix, right wing heavyweight of the CVP.
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FRANCE

Courting the rich and poor

IT IS now ten years since Le Pen
and his Front National first made
their mark on French political life.
Ten years during which their vote
has never dipped below 10%, and
went as high as 15% during the
presidential election of 1988.

CHRISTIAN PIQUET*

HE reasons for the Front

National’s (FN) implanta-

tion are many. We can cite

principally the economic
crisis and the relegation of several mil-
lion people to unemployment and inse-
curity, favouring the temptations of
nationalist withdrawal as well as the
search for scapegoats for all the evils of
society. Or again, the impasse of the tra-
ditional right, which continues to seek
its axes of re-organisation and is perma-
nently tearing itself apart over its choice
of representative in the presidential elec-
tion. Or finally, a workers’ movement
which finds itself suffering from both
the bankruptcy of social democracy at
the end of a decade in power, and the
historic decline of a Communist Party
(PCF) incapable of emancipating itself
from its Stalinist past and developing a
credible strategy.

This context has allowed a mass fas-
cist force to take root, despite the
attempts made by both the Socialist
Party and the parliamentary right to iso-
late it through ephemeral “republican
fronts”, or marginalise it through an
electoral system aimed at depriving
troublesome formations of representa-
tion. In election after election, the FN
thus receives the support of a radicalised
right wing electorate, escaping the grip
of the parties which previously channel-
led it, and an electorate of social protest
which expresses in this perverse manner
its disarray and its anguish.

The phenomenon is no longer limi-
ted to the electoral field. Having once
espoused a fashionable ultra-liberalism,
Le Pen’s party has progressively re-
orientated its discourse in the direction
of those sectors of the masses hardest hit
by unemployment and the devastating
effects of the Maastricht project of

European union. In a “national-populist”
synthesis, it has become past master in
the art of linking its racist and nationalist
diatribes to the denunciation of insecuri-
ty, taxes, unemployment, the Common
Agricultural Policy, GATT, the threats
against social security — which it
argues should be reserved for French
nationals — poverty and injustice.
Faced with a neo-liberal Europe, it calls
for a “new protectionism”. And faced
with the right, in power since March
1993, it presents itself as the “national
alternative”, a strategy summed up in
these terms by its secretary general, Carl
Lang: “Governments change, the pro-
blems get worse: immigration, taxes,
insecurity, unemployment, education,
social security, nothing has changed
since March 1993... Real change will be
led by us and the Front National will be
there when the French people want it.”

The result is that the FN is currently
enjoying a deep implantation in several
regions of the country (Mediterranean
perimeter, the old Parisian “red belt”,
industrial areas in the north and east).
Because of this, it has a significant net-
work of locally elected representatives
(regional and municipal councillors).
Although its militant capacities remain
uneven according to the themes advan-
ced by the party leadership, they allow it
to begin to contest the social terrain
with a workers’ movement weakened by
a terrible haemorrhaging of militants,
indeed to find some space inside the
trade unions. In an incident symptomatic
of a worrying evolution, some months
ago at Le Havre, the local FN section
participated in a demonstration in defen-
ce of jobs at the Alsthom factory.

The European elections on 18 June
revealed the broad tendencies at work in
France. Certainly, the FN experienced
its first regression in a contest of this
type, obtaining only 10.51% of votes
against 11.2% in 1984 and 11.73% in
1989. Their vote was even slightly down
in their bastions in the Parisian region
and the south-east. But this set-back, all
the more marked in that their declared
objective had been 15%, was largely the
consequence of the emergence, on the
fringes of the FN, of a new political
actor, the regroupment launched by Phi-
lippe de Villiers and the British millio-
naire Jimmy Goldsmith.

In his programme, the viscount Phi-
lippe Le Jolis de Villiers has nothing to
learn from Le Pen. It describes immi-
grants as “‘communities juxtaposed in
cysts of inassimilable populations”.!
Like the leader of the FN, he denounces
the “ravages of world free-tradeism”,
denounces the right to abortion as a
crime, and compares state schooling to a
“soviet-type administration”.2 The
influence of the “negationist” historians
is evident when he attacks a “delinquent
anti-racism... which functions as a back-
wards anti-racism... a delinquent anti-
fascism... to make us replay for ever the
Second World War, to change the chess-
board of political life.”

s
The FN has a
significant network of
local councillors

De Villiers’ only real difference with
Le Pen is that he originates from the tra-
ditional right, in this case the UDF,
under whose banner he was elected
deputy for the electoral constituency of
Vendée. Inheritor of the old legitimist,
hyper-conservative, Catholic traditiona-
list and monarchist tradition, he has suc-
ceeded in detaching a new fraction of
the electorate from the Gaullist or liberal
orbit. His social base is in the image of
the French right; upper class, older, non
wage-earners. His breakthrough came
initially in the regions where the old
hatred for the French Revolution and the
Republic persists: Vendée, Poitou-Cha-
rente, Pays-de-Loire.

There has thus emerged a far right
pole which, if one adds together the
results of the lists led by Le Pen and de
Villiers, represents nearly a quarter of
votes cast. A pole which is all the more
menacing in that it represents the
conjunction, for the first time, of two

* The author is a leader of the Revolutionary Communist
League (LCR — French section of the Fourth Intemational).

1. Valeurs actuelles, 3 December 1990,

2. Quotations taken from ‘Heure de vérité’, broadcast on
Antenne 2, May 1992.

3. Le Figaro, 25 May 1990,
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phenomena which were until then dis-
tinct: that of FN style nationalist popu-
lism, influential in a mass electorate
which is disorientated, and that of a
counter-revolutionary tradition, which
reaps dividends from the crisis of the
traditional bourgeois apparatuses. While
the Vendéen viscount mopped up in the
well-off and bourgeois areas (23% of
the vote at Neuilly, nearly 22% in Ver-
sailles), Le Pen continues to prosper in
the deprived Parisian suburbs: 16.24%
at Aubervilliers, 17.72% at Stains,
18.41% at Bondy. As the Appeal of 250,
a movement launched in 1990 by intel-
lectuals and anti-fascist personalities,
has underlined: “A frightened France
has given a clear message: it wants an
alliance between the far right of the
beaux quartiers with the plebeian far
right.”™#

Such a phenomenon can only engen-
der a reactionary radicalisation of Fren-
ch political life and, in particular, the
policies of a government whose sole aim
at present consists in winning the presi-
dential elections of May 1995. Already,
since the change of government in
March 1993, the programme of the far
right and its solutions tend to remodel
the political and ideological field. Under
the inspiration of Interior Minister,
Charles Pasqua, several laws have been
adopted (a change in the conditions of
access to French nationality, hardening
of the conditions of entry and right to
stay of foreigners, revision of the consti-
tution to put an end to the right of exile)
which are directly inspired by the 50
anti-immigrant measures proposed by
the FN in 1990. In making every forei-
gner an a priori suspect, and submitting
them to the most completely arbitrary
policing, these measures have sanctio-
ned the return, on the right, of an ethno-
centrist approach to the management of
problems linked to immigration. What is
re-emerging today is that tradition which
has always formed, from the Dreyfus
Affair to the collaborationist regime of
Vichy, the most reactionary basis of
French nationalism. This tradition,
opposed to the principles of citizenship
proclaimed by the French Revolution,
defines French identity in European and
Christian terms and stresses above all
territory, right of blood and right of soil
as a basis for citizenship.

In the present context, this tendency
could well sharpen and favour the rise of
an already banalised racism among
public opinion. In October 1993, 59% of
French asked agreed that “immigration
is a threat to the French economy” and
57% considered that “there are too many

foreign workers in France”.5 This pres-
sure is clearly linked to an offensive see-
king the restoration of a moral order.
Recently, the front page of Le Monde
carried the following thoughts: “For one
year a perfume of moral order has floa-
ted on the benches of the Palace of
Bourbon and the Palace of Luxembourg
(seats of the National Assembly and of
the Senate). Discreet, but insistent,
sometimes grating, this change has
impregnated all the debates, nourished
the amendments, motivated the proposi-
tions of law and finally imposed a new
spirit of the time. With some favoured
themes: the defence of the family and
the rehabilitation of marriage, the
struggle against deviance, the denuncia-
tion of the moral crisis which is at the
source of so many social evils.”0

Draft laws

No less than seven draft laws have
recently been put forward by the depu-
ties of the new majority. They seek to
favour the maintenance of women in the
household, to suppress the tax advan-
tages from which non-married couples
benefit, to restore the “sense of the value
of money” among youth, to re-establish
the death penalty and to withdraw the
social security reimbursement of abor-
tion costs. At the beginning of the year,
an unprecedented attack on state
schools, unleashed by the government
under the pressure of the reactionary-
clerical lobby, was defeated only
through the demonstration on 16 Janua-
1y, of 600,000 partisans of secular edu-
cation on the streets of Paris.

Inevitably, all this has generated an
authoritarian hardening. This October,
the National Assembly will consider a
draft bill from Charles Pasqua relating to
security. In particular, the text envisages
a reform of the structure of the national
police, on the lines of that which prevai-
led under the Vichy regime,’ legalisa-
tion of systems of video-surveillance
and recourse to private police and secu-
rity outfits (where far right circles are
active) and considerable restraints on the
right to demonstrate (it authorises, for
example, the searching of vehicles
within 10 kilometres of the area of a
demonstration).

It is not abusive to risk a comparison
between what is now happening in
France and what is currently happening
on the other side of the Alps. Certainly
two researchers drew the parallel follo-
wing the European elections that: “The
very permanency of the party systems
set up following the war is now in ques-
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tion. Italy has recently furnished the
most striking example, but France is also
affected by this phenomenon.”®

A number of factors attest to the per-
tinence of this judgement. The social cri-
sis is profoundly transforming the struc-
ture of work, institutionalising a variable
speed society. The nation-state is being
directly challenged by the movement
towards the internationalisation of capi-
tal. On top of the criminal corruption of
the political and economic elites,” the
collapse of traditional modes of repre-
sentation imperils the entire political and
institutional edifice of the country. Faced
with a paralysed workers’ movement,
which is incapable of developing a coun-
ter-offensive, and where no alternative to
the bankrupt leaderships has yet emer-
ged, all kinds of adventures could be
envisaged, above all when the right falls
prey to a crisis of its own making, while
still searching for an alternative policy to
the liberalism which has clearly founde-
red in France as elsewhere in Europe.

The conditions are in place for conti-
nuing social fragmentation, ethnic ghet-
toisation, a new division of the country
into rich areas and those abandoned to
their fate. All this can only lead, among
some at least, to the return of the themes
of “preference” (national, social, cultu-
ral) and of “difference” (morals, cus-
toms, destinies). One can envisage in the
context of the acute social tensions
which will inevitably result, against the
background of disturbance of State insti-
tutions and the discrediting of the gover-
ning parties, in the absence of a credible
anti-capitalist pole, the far right, or at
least a fraction of it, could become an
integral part of a bourgeois solution to
the crisis.

All will depend, from this point of
view, on the outcome of the debate ope-
ned up inside the dominant classes on
what international choices to should be
made. Before the difficulties experien-
ced by the Maastricht project and the
exacerbation of competition between
European bourgeoisies, part of the right
and of industrial capital (embodied,
among others, by Philippe Séguin, the
Rally for the Republic [RPR] president
of the national Assembly and Jacques

4. Ras-I'Front, July-August 1994,

5. From an IVOP survey for the monthly Passages.

6. Le Monde, 24 June 1994.

7. The proposal reinforces in particular the control of the
government over the different organs of the police force
through the mediation of prefects.

8. Le Monde, 7 July 1994.

9. As in Italy and Belgium, legal proceedings against
politicians and businessmen charged with improper use of
their influence, corruption or theft of public funds continues
to grow apace.




Calvet, the head of the business group
PSA) pronounced themselves in favour
of protectionist measures, a budget poli-
cy of reflation and a lowering of interest
rates. From such controversies could
develop an implosion of the reactionary
bloc. The political weight of the FN (its
popular base as much as the timeliness
of its ideas), could then facilitate its re-
insertion in the political game. From this
point of view, the entry of Italian Social
Movement (MSI) ministers into the Ita-
lian government has lifted the taboo
across the continent, following the
defeat of European fascism in 1945,
which forbade the inclusion of the far
right in parliamentary or governmental
coalitions.

The xenophobic and security-obses-
sed tone chosen by Charles Pasqua
(favourable, like Philippe Séguin, to a
“no” vote during the referendum on the
ratification of the Maastricht accords in
September 1992) in order to construct
himself an image, or again the sympathy
shown by the RPR towards the MSI,
illustrate the temptations to which a part
of the parliamentary right are prey, in
particular that section which wishes to
be the inheritor of the Bonapartist and
authoritarian tradition of Gaullism. It is
as yet only one possibility, and its reali-
sation would suppose an acceleration of
the political, economic and social crisis.
Still, it is noticeable that when the ques-
tion of the succession to Le Pen is ope-
ned, a wing of the FN integrates this
possibility into its calculations. Bruno
Mégret, number two of the movement,
does not hide it: “This internal division...
can only go sooner or later in the sense
of the political recomposition the FN
desires, and which will be profitable for
it, when it is the sole organised, structu-
red political force outside of the traditio-
nal political parties... Our ideas have
made formidable progress when the pro-
gramme of M. de Villiers takes up the
principal ideas of the FN... It is then an
ideological victory, and everyone knows
that political victories are always prece-
ded by ideological victories.”!0 In
consequence of which, one could reaso-
nably think that the line of the FN will
remain the same: to affirm itself as the
real alternative, and trace the perspective
of an alliance with de Villiers without
abandoning the populist and social tone
of its discourse, leaving some margin of
manoeuvre to its most radical sectors,
concentrated notably inside its youth
organisation.

A phenomenon has however emer-
ged to trouble the strategy of the far
right a little; the success of Bernard

Tapie. This loudmouthed and shady
entrepreneur, a specialist in the purchase
and restructuring of bankrupt enterprises
(Wonder, la Vie claire, Teraillon, Adi-
das, Toshiba France), the subject of an
incalculable number of legal actions,
was one of the surprises of the 18 June
election. His electorate comes clearly
from the left, 22% of his supporters
having voted socialist in 1993, 10%
PCF and 13% ecologist. He obtained,
beyond this, his best results among the
young and unemployed, his areas of
influence being situated, significantly, in
the areas with an old working class tra-
dition, long dominated by the PCF but
where the population today finds itself
prey to the most complete disorientation,
deprived of any left wing political refe-
rences. By default — although with the
aid, it is true, of Frangois Mitterand and
a faction of the Socialist Party (PS)!! —
Bernard Tapie occupies the space which
has been vacated by the PS and the PCF.

However, he also has recourse to the
big themes of populism, which has allo-
wed him, unlike the dominant appara-
tuses of the left, to escape responsibility
for the disasters of the past (even though
he was a member of the last socialist
government). Since half of the electors
did not vote “‘yes™ at the 1992 referen-
dum, he has abandoned his fiery profes-
sions of faith in favour of a federal Euro-
pe. Certainly, Tapie affirms himself
resolutely anti-Le Pen and draws from
this an additional popularity among
youth and the electors of the left. At this
stage, he is understood to favour above
all the emer-

No one can say, where Tapie’s tra-
jectory will end. After all, a century ago,
on the basis of the acute crisis of the
republican state, a certain general Bou-
langer began his career in the orbit of the
bourgeois left, but concluded it allied to
the monarchists and nationalists, in an
attempted coup. We are evidently not

yet at that stage, and, following the fie

example of most populist upsurges, the
Tapie phenomenon hardly promises
great things. But the forces summoned
up by him will find themselves ardently

coveted by the far right. This has led Le V4§

Pen to opportunistically posit the
construction of a vast “populist front”,
going from the FN to the Tapistes, while
passing through the supporters of de Vil-
liers.

What does it matter if such a propo-
sition is never realised! It illustrates per-
fectly the menaces weighing today on
the left and the French workers’ move-
ment. This will only impel the Revolu-
tionary Communist League (LCR —
French section of the Fourth Internatio-
nal) to pursue its efforts of permanent
and organised mobilisation against the
far right and racism, to work towards a
social remobilisation through which the
fundamental programmatic lines, as
much as the organised instruments of
class combat, can be reconstituted, to
develop a tireless unitary activity which
will lay the bases for a new, credible
force of social transformation. This is
the only way to drain the watering-holes
of fascisms and populisms of every
kind. %

gence of a j
centre-left, a
formation §
associated
with the PS
and the PCF
at the time of
the Common
Programme.
He nonethe- |
less adopts a
dangerous
tone, that of
the charis-
matic leader
directly
addressing :
the people. His demagogic rhetoric
seeks to circumvent the organised forces
of the workers’ movement. He is
understood to favour the advent of a left
which would bury its references and its
memory in a catch-all discourse and
would forget the class cleavages which
have forged its history.

French
youth
looking

g tothe
right
after
the
failures
of the
left

10. Le Figaro, 25-26 June 1994.

11. The European elections were the pretext for a fero-
cious settling of accounts between factions of the socialist
parly, the friends of President Mitterand supporting Tapie in
an underhand manner, with the aim of preventing Michel
Rocard, head of the PS list, from taking part in the future
presidential competition. With some success, since, having
obtained less than 15% of the vote, Rocard had to resign as
first secretary of the party on 19 June.
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CHINA

The costs of growth

THE HISTORY of post-
revolutionary China can be
divided schematically into four
periods: the first from 1949 to the
beginning of the crisis of the
1960s: the second corresponding
to what was known as the
Cultural Revolution: the third
represented by a tormented
interlude between the end of the
Cultural Revolution and the
beginning of the “new course”
(1978-1979): the fourth which has
now lasted 15 years and the
outcome of which is not yet
predictable. Balance sheets for the
first three periods have been
drawn up, from different
perspectives. We will not return
here on what we have already
written ourselves on this subject,!
but rather will concentrate on
assessing the fourth period up to
the end of last year.2

LIVIO MAITAN

IRST, let us recall two essen-

tial facts:

China remains, overall, a

backward country: in 1992,
industrial income represented only
27.2% of gross national product (GNP),
whereas the world average was 40%.

In this context, the country has in the
course of the past few years experienced
very high rates of growth. In 1993 GNP
increased by 13.4%, while it is predicted
to grow by between 9 and 10% in 1994.
Industrial production grew by 21.1% in
1993, with steel production reaching
88.6 million tons. Significant progress
has been made in several branches of
agriculture (production of cereals rea-
ched 456.4 million tons, although there
was a fall in cotton production). Foreign
trade has also experienced unpreceden-
ted growth: the volume of import-
export, which was US$20.64 billion in
1978 reached US$192 billion in 1993.
The reputable Moody Investors Service,
which periodically provides a classifica-

Capitalism this way

the interpretations
of international
sources are often
debatable. One
could say, general-
ly, that the state
industrial sector,
which grew enor-
mously between
1950 and 1960, to
reach 90% of total
production, and
which remained
stationary in the
1970s, has progres-
sively shrunk to fall
below 50% (from
gorie 55% at the begin-
ning of 1992). It is
necessary, at the
same time, to point

tion of the economies of different coun-
tries, last year promoted China to a
higher (A3) category of countries,
explaining that “China is politically
stable and its economic growth is long
term and irreversible.”

It is a virtually unanimous opinion,
that objectively these results have been
achieved thanks to the profound structu-
ral changes made in order to introduce a
“market economy”. Let us examine
more concretely to what this adds up to.3
So far as agriculture is concerned, from
May 1993 the sale prices of products as
significant as cereals and comestible oils
have been “liberated” in 90% of dis-
tricts. More generally, 90% of the prices
of commodities will henceforth be deter-
mined by the market (Beijing Informa-
tion [BI], no. 2, 1994).4 In 1993, moreo-
ver, the state fixed the prices of only
30% of raw materials. The means of
production have also become the object
of commodity transactions and a text of
the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) has fixed the
criteria to follow in the matter of the
functioning of the “labour market”. Let
us recall, finally, that financial markets
exist and are expanding and that stock
exchanges have operated in some
townsfor several years.

Against this there is growth in the
private sector. It is difficult to give preci-
se figures, all the more because oscilla-
tions occur in the official sources and

out that the non-
state sector is not automatically synony-
mous with the private sector: there exists
what is called the collective sector,
which notably includes some non-priva-
te factories on a local scale and which
has experienced a significant expansion
(there is also the case of those workers
who have bought the enterprises in
which they work). According to the
State Administration for Industry and
Commerce, in 1993 the state sector
embraced 55% of national product, the
collective sector 35% and the private
sector — all enterprises together, inclu-
ding those which are foreign owned —
10%. Another source - the president of

1. See our book, ‘Party, Army and Masses in China’
(NLB, London, 1976) and our more recent essay, ‘Il dilem-
ma cinese', Data News, 1994.

2. Our article, which takes up some of the themes of our
essay | dilemma cinese, is based on documentation which
arrived before December 1993, with some supplementary
material integrated.

3. So as not to burden this article, we have avoided
giving all the necessary references. We have used in parti-
cular Chinese publications - namely Bejjing Information,
China Daily and Business Weekly - and various internatio-
nal publications — the Financial Times, Intemational Herald
Tribune, Le Monde, Le Monde diplomatique, The
Economist, Far Eastern Economic Review, China
Quarterly, and the Fourth Interationalist joumal, October
Review.

4. We have analysed the formation of special economic
zones, the reappearance of the stock exchanges and the
floating of shares in our article ‘China since Tiananmen’,
which appeared in Intemational Marxist Review, vol. 5 no.
4, Spring 1992. Some societies of shareholders have also
been formed by peasants. See also Ossi Rask,
International Viewpoint, no. 248 & 249, September &
October 1993.
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the National Federation of Industry and
Commerce, Jing Shuping — has indica-
ted that in 1994 there were “17 million
industrial and private commercial hol-
dings without employees where 29 mil-
lion people worked” and “238,000 pri-
vate enterprises where 3.7 million
people worked... The areas of recons-
truction, services and retail trade are
more than 80% private” (BI, no. 25,
1994). As for the collective sector, it
accounts for 1.4% of production and
0.5% of industrial production.

However, the phenomenon which
has drawn most attention and, which
has sharpened particularly in the course
of the last three years, has been the spec-
tacular development of foreign invest-
ments and joint ventures. In 1990 there
was already US$6.57 billion worth of
foreign investments, yet the following
year strong growth was registered. In the
case of Shenzhen, Deng calculated at
the time that foreign investments “repre-
sented a quarter of the economy”. In
1993 these investments doubled in rela-
tion to 1992 and the number of foreign
capital enterprises registered for the first
time was 1.29 times the total of the pre-
ceding 13 years. In 1993 direct foreign
financing rose to US$25.8 billion (BI,
no. 14, 1994), which is well above what
was predicted by both Chinese and
foreign analysts. According to informa-
tion published at the beginning of 1994,
“In the first half of 1993, China had
more than 134,000 “sanzi” enterprises
(based on Chinese-foreign co-operation
or solely foreign capital) and in the first
quarter of the same year the creation of
more than 62,000 “sanzi” enterprises
was approved, more than the total of the
13 previous years, the total of direct
investments from foreign businessmen
reaching US$44 billion”. (B, no. 2,
1994). At the end of 1993, the balance
sheet indicated that “the new agreements
of foreign investment represented ove-
rall US$122.7 billion” and that US$36.7
billion had actually been invested (BI, n.
10, 1994). China has obtained, moreo-
ver, important foreign loans: in the fiscal
year 1992-1993, it was the principal
beneficiary of the loans accorded by the
World Bank, to a total of US$16.5 bil-
lion. As we write, some international
and Chinese press organs are indicating
that in the first months of this year forei-
gn investments will have fallen by 50%,
mainly because of new fiscal measures
and fears inspired by economic overhea-
ting (International Herald Tribune, 15
June 1994). It is very likely that this is
no more than a conjunctural phenome-
non.

We cannot sketch here an overall
picture of the joint ventures and foreign
enterprises. We will limit ourselves to
recalling that, although the lion’s share
belongs to Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Japan, very many other countries are
also involved; from the European Union
to the United States, to South Korea and
even South Africa. Sectors of invest-
ment have undergone a constant expan-
sion: consumer durables, electrical
industry, computers, pharmaceuticals,
foodstuffs, supermarkets and big restau-
rants, not forgetting the construction of
roads and urban projects. Numerous
foreign banks are also present. Unlike
what happened in the first stages, the
“new course” now extends to more and
More provinces.

Mechanisms

The growing integration of China
into the framework and mechanisms of
the world economy is confirmed by the
expansion of its own initiatives into
other countries. For a long time, China
exported labour, mainly in relation to the
infrastructural works that it carried out
in the underdeveloped countries. More
recently, it has redoubled its efforts not
only to develop its foreign trade, but also
to invest abroad, export capital and buy
important enterprises in other continents.
If we limit ourselves to 1993, the China
International Trusts & Investment Corp.
(CITIC), founded in 1979 by Rong
Yiren, the son of a rich industrialist who
emigrated in 1949, and presented as “a
pilot enterprise in the march of the coun-
try towards a free market economy”’, has
decided to further develop its activities
abroad, notably in Australia, where it
has been involved for some years, dou-
bling its fixed capital and increasing
fourfold its annual income (which in
1993 corresponded to 100 million Aus-
tralian dollars). At the beginning of the
year, it completed the purchase of Metro
Meat, Melbourne, one of the biggest
companies in the processing and export
of meat. In total there are about a hun-
dred Chinese companies operating in
Australia.

For its part, Shougang Concord
International Enterprises Co., which
operates in Hong Kong as an associate
of the Beijing steel enterprise Shougang
Corp., has acquired a majority sharehol-
ding in other companies, strengthening
its previous position. At the same time,
it has made an agreement to enter into
possession of a steelworks with the Los
Angeles based California Steel Inc.
Also, in a sensational operation, it has

bought Hierroperui, a Peruvian steel
mine, profiting from the campaign of
privatisation launched by President Fuji-
mori. It is also interested in Siderperi,
another steel company. It is claimed that
the Peruvian steel workers will adapt
fairly well to Chinese management
methods, even if there have been some
dismissals (1,600 out of a workforce of
3,300).

To take another continent, in
Nakhodka, the first special economic
zone in Russia, the Chinese, with around
100 projects, will be the principal inves-
tors. Finally, for some time, Chinese
enterprises have floated shares on the
Hong Kong market and at the end of
July 1993, the above mentioned CITIC
company began to do the same thing in
the United States. According to some
estimates, at the end of last year, there
were 4,497 Chinese enterprises abroad
with investments of US$5.16 billion
(International Herald Tribune, 30 May
1994).

In the framework of this internatio-
nal economic opening up, it might be
predicted that another classic phenome-
non would be reproduced: indeed the
People’s Daily itself has denounced
capital flight taking place under various
forms. According to estimates, which it
is obviously difficult to verify, the total
capital involved would be around
US$35 billion. It is obvious that all this
has been facilitated by the fact that, to
use the words of a collaborator of Bei-
Jing Information (no. 23, 1994), the state
monopoly of foreign trade “has been
broken down little by little”.

“Overheating”

We will not analyse here phenome-
na of a more conjunctural, yet signifi-
cant, nature, which could be seen in par-
ticular last year and have subsisted in
1994, namely economic “overheating”
characterised by very rapid rates of
growth, an excessive expansion of cre-
dit, investments of a speculative type
and inflationary tendencies. All this has
led the government and in the first place
the Deputy Vice-Prime Minister Zhu
Rongij to adopt a fairly drastic series of
measures. In the context of its transfor-
mation towards a “market economy”,
China will face similar problems to
those experienced by the capitalist eco-
nomies and will have to take fairly clas-
sic measures to counteract “overhea-
ting” and the danger of inflation which
flows from it.

In his report of 10 March to the
National People’s Congress Prime
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Minister Li Peng indicated the following
as the “obstacles and difficulties which
have emerged’”:

“Investments remain excessive;
prices increase at worrying rates; econo-
mic restructuring is not proceeding
quickly enough; quite a few large and
medium state enterprises continue to
experience difficulties; public order
leaves much to be desired in some
regions and all kinds of unhealthy and
deplorable phenomena continue; cases
of corruption and abuse of power have
been noted among a small number of
state functionaries and formalism and
bureaucratism manifest themselves in
the institutions, which could compromi-
se the links between the government and
the popular masses.”

Let us look more closely at the diffe-
rent problems. In the first place, the dise-
quilibria between the different sectors of
production have not been surmounted
and, notably in the countryside, there are
bottlenecks which have existed since the
mid-80s. In addition to the traditional
gap between industrial and agricultural
productivity and the diminution “in the
last few years of the real profitability of
cereal and cotton production” (Li Peng),
some “new” factors have ben added as
brakes on growth and obstacles to the
satisfaction of the basic needs of the
country. On the one hand, the develop-
ment of construction and property spe-
culation has led to a decrease in culti-
vable areas, while on the other, many
peasants have tended to prefer growing
the more profitable crops, to the detri-
ment of cereal production. The lowering
of the price of some products and the
stagnation in prices of products bought
by the state has also had a negative
influence, as has the increasing percen-
tage of youth joining the exodus from
the rural areas. As an example of the
kind of bottlenecks which are happe-
ning, while the consumption of animal
products and milk is growing by 6% a
year, production is only increasing by
1%. Moreover, the price increases in
retail trade have benefited speculators
rather than peasants. This is how the
Economic Daily has summed up the
long term consequences of such a dyna-
mic: “The re-emergence of the econo-
mic gap between rural and urban areas
will hinder industrial development in the
next century. A large rural population,
which lives on agriculture, will circum-
vent the market. A long term sluggish
market, in turn, will block the growth of
industry.” (21 September 1993)

Secondly, disequilibria continues to
exist, and indeed is worsening, in the

non-agricultural sectors. In the past, the
disequilibria provoked lively debates on
what should be priorities. During the
first 13 years of the “new course”, it was
light industry which experienced fairly
strong growth, whereas since September
1991 the accent has again been placed
upon heavy industry and chemicals.
More recently, the gap between the
needs of the industrial sector and an
increasingly deficient transport system
has been denounced. A similar lack of
synchronicity exists because of the
insufficient development of the services
sector, characterised by the Prime
Minister as “the weak link of the econo-
my”. Because of an excessive territorial
concentration, foreign investments will
not suffice to overcome “the irrational
structure of investments in the country.”
(China Daily, 15 July 1993) Moreover,
the results obtained in some economic
zones have been, at least in part, disap-
pointing and even the foreign enterprises
in what is in principle the most dynamic
sector have often been in deficit: in 1992
according to an official of the Fiscal
Administration, this was the case for
45% of 34,000 joint ventures taken into
consideration.

Handicap

A major handicap still resides in the
fact that a fairly high number of basic
industries which, in the words of Jiang
Zemin, “constitute the pillars of the
national economy”, are still in the red;
this amounts to 30 to 40%, or perhaps
more, of the state sector.S Problems of
restructuring and reconversion are
posed, including in the industries tradi-
tionally considered as exemplary (this is
the case of Daqing, the most important
oil centre). The leaders seem to be sta-
king on a generalised stabilisation in the
space of three to five years, following
eventual recourse to concentrations and
fusions. But there are problems to this,
above all because it could penalise the
healthy enterprises under the weight of
those in deficit. In fact the conclusion
must be drawn that the organic defects
of a bureaucratically administered eco-
nomy — that is, inefficiency of manage-
ment, insufficient productivity, enor-
mous waste, bad quality of products,
and so on — are far from being elimina-
ted.6

What is more, disequilibria is appea-
ring from the point of view of satisfac-
tion of needs. Whereas on the one hand
there is an abundance of consumer
goods destined for the rich minorities
and the “modern” needs of fairly wide

layers are largely satistied, the majority
of the population, above all in the rural
areas, lives in difficult conditions, of
penury if not downright impoverish-
ment.”

Finally, the “market economy” has
generated financial speculation, practi-
sed often by the very same leaders who
in principle denounce it. The banks play
a premier role in this area, for example
by assuring non-authorised loans
without worrying too much about how
they will be employed. Some illegal
inter-bank operations have also taken
place; according to Zhu Rongij, amoun-
ting to a sum of US$38 billion. The mili-
tary can no longer claim to have clean
hands. We are not speaking of the very
significant economic activity of the
army, which, according to official esti-
mates, manages more than 20,000 enter-
prises employing several million wor-
kers; we allude rather to the fact that
many in the military are engaged in
totally illegal activities and in speculati-
ve property sales and that some have
opened personal accounts with funds
belonging to the army.

This relates to another problem the
existence of which has been confirmed
by Li Peng himself, although he has
tried to minimise its importance. Accor-
ding to an official of the public prosecu-
tor's department, the three principal
areas of economic crime are the finan-
cial market, property speculation and the
futures market: and we should also men-
tion embezzlements of a spectacular
dimension (according to the Central
Bank, in the space of 18 months US$28
billion were purloined from public
funds!), In fact, corruption prospers,
because on the one hand suitable legisla-
tion for a “market economy” does not
yet exist and, on the other, more general-
ly, to the extent that, in a bureaucratised
transitional society, socio-economic ten-

5. The percentage of large state enterprises which are in
the red or in crisis varies according to the sources and the
period to which one is referring. According to the Bureau of
Official Statistics, at the end of March of this year, around
50% of the enterprises in question were in the red, whereas
a generally more optimistic balance sheet was drawn up
two months later by the director of the Commission for the
Economy and Commerce (B/, no. 24, 1994). Last year a
major crisis struck the steel making centre of Wuhan, with
some serious repercussions for employment (International
Herald Tribune, 6 May 1994),

6. A big problem is caused by those commodities which
are not sold because of their poor quality (for example, at
the end of May 1991 their value was 200 billion yuan).

7. According to Befing Informatien (no. 1, 1994), bet-
ween January and September 1994, whereas the average
income of urban citizens grew in real terms by 12%, the
income of peasants rose by only 5%. Li Peng, in his report
of March 10, furnished some slightly ditferent figures (inco-
me rose by 10.2% in the cities and 3.2.% in the countrysi-
de). But it is incontestable that the gap between town and
country has grown of late.
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dencies which are incompatible in prin-
ciple with formally existing law and
relations of property develop almost
physiologically.

Finally, the state suffers the conse-
quences of two other phenomena which
are frequently denounced. Firstly, it
loses considerable sums because of a
widespread black market in the traffic of
cigarettes, the counterfeiting of cassette
tapes and the illegal trade in gold.
Secondly, tax evasion is quite wides-
pread: according to the minister of
finances, because of this evasion, the
state has lost nearly US$17 billion.

The living conditions of the popula-
tion in the countryside — where 900
million people and 70% of the active
population live — have indisputably
improved in the 1990s. Nonetheless, far
from narrowing, differences have been
accentuated: in certain provinces in par-
ticular, there are peasants who enjoy
incomes ten or twenty times the average,
but at the same time broad layers of poor
peasants; Further, following the growth
of productivity and the progress of
mechanisation, the number of agricultu-
ral wage workers has increased, and the
rural exodus, notably since 1988, has
reached gigantic dimensions. At the
beginning of the 1990s, it was calculated
that there was a “‘surplus” population of
120-130 million. At the beginning of
1994, “in the Chinese countryside, the
active population represents 400 million
people, of which 200 million are sur-
plus, and moreover, this number will
grow by 10 million a year, which will
make 250 million by the year 2000” (BI,
no. 1, 1994). It is above all this rural sur-
plus population which is at the origin of
another major phenomenon, that of the
itinerant population. It was estimated in
early 1991 that this population was 60-
80 million strong and similar figures
have been advanced since then (in fact,
it is probable that there has been an
increase). Some oscillations in the over-
all rural population have been provoked
by variations in employment in the
enterprises situated in the countryside,
which have suffered conjunctural vicis-
situdes and sometimes have sent back
some of their workers to their region of
origin. A classic phenomenon, often
mentioned in the official texts, is that of
“the scissors”, that is, the growing gap
between agricultural prices — relatively
stable, notably for cereals and cotton —
and industrial prices, which tend to
increase. Moreover, according to Agri-
culture Minister Liu Jiang, in the course
of the four decades after the revolution,
industrial growth has been four times

more rapid than agricultural growth. As
for the incomes of the peasants, calcula-
ted at constant prices from 1980, they
diminished between 1986 and 1990; on
the other hand, they increased slightly
after this, notably in 1993 (+ 3.2%). One
could say more generally that the dise-
quilibrium between the towns and the
rural areas, far from reducing, has ten-
ded to increase.8

Negative

To the negative effects of certain
economic mechanisms it is necessary to
add negative factors of a socio-political
nature. For some years, the official
sources themselves have signalled often
enough the fact that, owing as much to
the frequent financial difficulties expe-
rienced by the State as to the off-hand
practices of the banks, products bought
from the peasants were not regularly
paid for: peasants were given certificates
or honorary notes which could later be
converted into money. It is understan-
dable that those affected were not too
keen on such procedures. Neither were
they too keen on the fact that the local
authorities arbitrarily imposed payment
of all sorts of taxes and sometimes
demanded services which were not paid
for. In June 1993, the State Council for-
bade such practices, but often enough
the local officials do not take account of
central decisions and abusive practices
have not disappeared. It is unsurprising
that the peasants have not passively
accepted such a situation. There have
been mobilizations in protest and some-
times actual riots (in 1992, there were
around 200 “incidents” and in the spring
of 1993 around a hundred “riots”). The
vice-president of the permanent commit-
tee of the National Assembly made the
following comment: “The Chinese pea-
sants are tolerant; they only revolt when
the roads are barred; but if they do
revolt, the consequences are unimagi-
nable.” (BI, no. 27, 1993)

The working class has also experien-
ced some processes of differentiation in
the course of the 1980s and will see
more in this decade. The great majority,
continues to be located in the state sec-
tor; their income has not changed drasti-
cally and remains modest.? The effects
of inflation on its purchasing power
have been compensated for by some
partial wage increases or by forms of
additional renumeration. In 1993, provi-
sional measures for a wage freeze were
introduced in some sectors.

A problem which has been debated
concerns the hiatus which has been crea-

ted between the great majority of wor-
kers and those in the joint ventures —
more generally, the private sector, and in
particular in the special economic zones.
These latter are often better paid. Howe-
ver, the basic wage only corresponds to
60% of the overall wage and, what is
more, these workers do not enjoy all the
traditional social guarantees, such as sta-
bility of employment. According to offi-
cial denunciations, the foreign partners
do not always respect their employees.
According to a British author, working
conditions imposed are sometimes com-
parable to those of the first phase of
capitalism (International Herald Tribu-
ne, 13 July 1993). Recourse is also made
to illegal hiring; for example, in the
Shenzhen zone, 500 enterprises have
been implicated in this. In addition, in
recent years there have been numerous
accidents at work, some very grave, and
usually the result of non-respect for the
formerly existing safety at work regula-
tions. For the most part there are no
trade union organisations in the foreign
or joint venture enterprises, where
around 6 million people work; this is
why the official trade union federation
has decided to prioritise the construction
of branches in this sector in the next two
years.

Degradation

More generally, it is the progressive
degradation, if not the suppression, of
the post-revolutionary social guarantees,
and of the danwei (work units) system,
which preoccupy the workers. This sys-
tem guaranteed not only stability of
employment, but also cheap housing,
social services and low-priced consumer
goods. The managers, with a wider mar-
gin for manoeuvre, tend to erode, if not
progressively eliminate, the social costs
of the enterprise; notably, the enterprises
in crisis have already begun to annul
subsidies to hospitals, schools and
various services. At the beginning of
July, a new labour law was introduced;
we have only received a journalistic
resumé of it at the time of writing. The
most important measures are: the ban-

8. We will not dwell here on two major problems, demo-
graphic growth and the deterioration of the environment,
which we mentioned in our article *China after Tiananmen”.
In 1993 the Chinese population was officially estimated at
1,185,17 million or 13,460,000 more than at the end of
1992, So far as the environment is concerned, according to
some eslimates, the abuses committed are costing the
country the equivalent of 15% of its GNP each year.

9. At the end of May 146,770,000 non-agricultural wor-
kees were registered, 108,159,000 in the state enterprises.
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ning of work for children of less than
16; one obligatory rest day a week:
women are not obliged to work beyond
the seventh month of pregnancy and are
entitled to a maternity leave of 90 days;
women are forbidden to work in the
mines and other employment of this
type; the formation in the enterprises of
committees to settle conflicts, composed
of leaders and workers’ representatives.
At the beginning of this year, norms
fixing a maximum of hours worked
were introduced; 8 hours per day and 44
per week (Financial Times, 7 July
1994). We have mentioned above the
phenomenon of the rural surplus popula-
tion. Indeed, a so-called surplus popula-
tion also exists in the urban economy. In
1991 it was calculated that the “surplus”
workers amounted to 20 million and that
each year 10 million youths flowed into
the labour market. In 1993, it was calcu-
lated that 3.4% of the active population
were unemployed (in some sectors it
reaches 10%). An already quoted article
(BI no. 1, 1994) explains that “in the
towns and the cantons, another 8 million
people are seeking work every year, and
there will be 60 million by the year
2000, In the state sectors (....) 10 million
employees are going to lose their jobs,
which means that by 2000 China will
have 320 million people seeking
employment”. According to another
article in the same review (BI. no. 29,
1994) by the end of the century there
will be 490 to 540 million surplus wor-
kers in the rural zones. The enormity of
the problem requires no comment.
According to the information at our
disposal, there have not been in recent
years any workers’ mobilisations of any
great significance, nor episodes compa-
rable to those which marked the second
half of the 1980s. Nonetheless, there
have been strikes to demand wage
increases and improvements in working
conditions. For example, according to a
Chinese newspaper, strikes for demands
of this kind took place in September of
last year, at Tianjin, in enterprises
owned by Japanese and South Korean
capital. A trade union reporter alluded,
for his part, to strikes in five enterprises
in Dalian in 1992. In the same town,
strikes have taken place this year against
foreign-owned companies. Teachers
have protested because they have not
received their salaries or been paid with
certificates, the sums destined for pay-
ment having been used for other pur-
poses by the local authorities (China
Education News, 9 November 1993).
According to governmental sources, the
number of conflicts submitted to arbitra-

tion increased by 52% in 1993 and,
according to the trade unions, there were
in the same year 15,000 conflictual inci-
dents (strikes, protests, petitions, sabota-
ge, and so on).

It is fairly difficult to draw up
exhaustive analysis of the changes cur-
rently taking place in other layers of
Chinese society. It is only possible to
draw out some general tendencies.

Middle class

In the first place, in the context of
what has happened in the past 15 years,
middle class layers have been enlarged
and strengthened. This is on a broad
scale, extending from small and medium
traders to professionals and economic
operators, at the margins of capitalist
sectors. In the area of commerce, there
has been a spectacular growth of small
traders, including itinerants’ who sell
only one commodity. In the professional
sector, there has been a spectacular
increase in the number of lawyers:
50,000 are now officially registered and
the figure is predicted to rise to 150,000
by the end of the century. These profes-
sionals have formed their own private
companies (more than 4,000 of them)
which are demanding autonomy from
the government. Another category, bani-
shed after the revolution, has reappea-
red, namely brokers, mediators, and so
on, who are very active in a series of
areas (advanced technology, cultural
activities, publications, and so forth).
According to a Tianjin newspaper, there
are 69,400 people employed thus, of
which 24,400 are officially registered.

Finally, the “new course” has given
birth to the new rich, who can lead an
opulent life which bears no comparison
to that of ordinary mortals. Some very
palpable differences in standards of
living had constituted a permanent trait
not only under the old regime, but also
in the post-revolutionary period: after
the disappearance or banishment of the
old dominant classes, the bureaucracy
usurped all kinds of privileges, which
were the subject of live polemics in the
first phases of the Cultural Revolution.
Now there is new phenomena: real
bourgeois layers are appearing, even if
presently in a limited fashion, and at the
same time a symbiosis is taking place
between these layers and some sectors
of the bureaucracy, for example the chil-
dren of old leaders exploit their power to
set up private business affairs with
which they associate themselves more
or less formally. There has even been a
reappearance of the old dominant

classes. For example, a well-known
entrepreneur is Rong Yiren, whom we
have already mentioned, the son of a
capitalist who fled in 1949, whereas
Yeung Chun Kan, an old shark from
Hong Kong, has returned to his home
town, Huizhou, and invested there with

success.

We have already referred to flight of
capital and Chinese investments abroad.
Some quasi-symbolic episodes have also
been reported in the area of consumer
goods. In September 1993, the Chinese
newspaper Business Weekly informed
its readers that 18 Chinese citizens, for
the most part independent businessmen,
had travelled to the United States to visit
properties which they had bought in Flo-
rida. It seems, according to the same
source, that the price of property there is
less than that of a modest apartment at
the centre of Peking. Why then not profit
from this particular expression of the law
of combined and uneven development?
On the other hand, for “normal” citizens,
the problem of housing has become
acute. The government wishes to put an
end to the situation where housing was
very cheap, increase rents and even sell
houses which are State property. In fact,
some first steps in this direction have
been made, driving up rents and the
prices of houses. Moreover, although
there is a shortage of housing, some flats
for rent remain empty and others, newly
built, cannot find buyers and also remain
unoccupied.

Changes

Despite value judgements, it is clear
that the “new” course has not led to sub-
stantial changes in the existing structures
and political mechanisms.

In fact, the sectors of the dominant
layer which are most directly linked to
the central State and party apparatuses
have not ceased to exercise their deter-
minant control, in alliance with the mili-
tary hierarchy. The mass organisations
— the trade unions, the women'’s federa-
tion and the youth organisation —
remain explicitly subordinated to the
directives of the Party. The National
People’s Assembly itself, where there is
some differentiation and conflict of opi-
nion, still continues to take decisions in
the framework fixed by the leadership
organs of the CCP. The measures recent-
ly aimed at revitalising the consultative
conference of the Chinese people, which
included having non-Communist parties
and formations (in truth shadow organi-
sations) did not constitute a real change
either: the conference remains, as its
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name implies, consultative, and under
the control of the party. Moreover, the
decision to resort to repression in June
1989 has never been the object of the
least self-criticism: on the contrary, it
has been made clear that, if necessary,
the same would be done again. In short,
the current regime, while differing from
the three other phases of the post-revolu-
tionary epoch, remains characterised by
an absence of political pluralism; it is a
form of enlightened authoritarianism —
or authoritarian reformism.

Conceptions

The general conceptions of the lea-
ding group were reaffirmed at the 14th
Congress of the Party, in October 1992.
In the report of Jiang Zemin, the princi-
pal text adopted, one reads: “The reform
of the economic system has the goal of
creating and gradually ameliorating a
socialist market economy, while main-
taining as principal forms public proper-
ty and renumeration according to labour,
and while permitting the coexistence in
a complementary fashion of other diver-
se regimes and modes of renumeration.
The reform of the political system seeks
principally to develop socialist democra-
cy, thanks to the perfecting of the sys-
tem of popular assemblies, and also to
reinforce multi-party co-operation and
consultation under the direction of the
Communist Party.” To eliminate any
ambiguity about who effectively holds
power, the reporter added: “Everything
depends on the leadership of the party”.
Significantly, Jiang Zemin is at the same
time president of the country and Secre-
tary-general of the Party.

Although the central political
bureaucracy has not lost its hegemonic
role inside the dominant layer itself, this
does not mean that there has been no
change. Beyond the formalities, a gro-
wing power of decision now belongs to
the powerful local bureaucrats who have
more significant room to manoeuvre
than in the past. An analogous dynamic
waorks to the advantage of the bureaucra-
tic economy (managers, technocrats and
so on). A phenomenon which is also
important, although, for the instant, not
of a comparable breadth to analogous
phenomena in the former USSR or in
eastern Europe, is the symbiosis (or at
least the convergence of interests) be-
tween the leaders of the political, admi-
nistrative and economic apparatuses and
some embryonic capitalist layers: more
and more clear differentiations and
increasingly sharp conflicts will inevita-
bly occur on this terrain. The army can

no longer escape such a dynamic.
According to its daily newspaper, there
are already some officers who “instead
of preoccupying themselves with the
defence of the country and of socialism,
attend to their private interests, indul-
ging in all kinds of trafficking, diso-
beying political orders, and establishing
shady alliances with the civil authorities
in the provinces.”

“New development”

There is little happening on the theo-
retical, or more correctly ideological
level, despite the claims of Jiang Zemin
that the concept of the “planned market
economy’ represents “a new develop-
ment of Marxist political economy”.
The above mentioned report to the last
Congress was, in the last analysis, pure-
ly descriptive: “The socialist market sys-
temn seeks to make the market, under the
macro-control of the socialist state, play
a fundamental role in the allocation of
resources such that economic activities
correspond to the demands of the law of
value and adapt themselves to the fluc-
tuations of supply and demand.” Howe-
ver, if one accepts the idea that the “fun-
damental role” in the allocation of
resources belongs to the market, the
logical consequence can only be to
renounce the plan, or transform it into a
complementary instrument, as is the

case with “planning” or *“programming”

It is difficult to envisage what might
happen over such a long timescale. It is
possible, on the other hand, to attempt to
illustrate the significance of what has
happened up until now and the dynamic
of the tendencies which now operate.
That will be the object of a second
article. %

in the capitalist
countries. This
parallel has
been explicitly
advanced, by
Deng Xiao-
ping as well as
Jiang Zemin.
In fact, despite
appearances (o
the contrary,
the Chinese
leaders conti- /
N

nue to act in a
fundamentally
empirical
fashion, and
their speeches
for the most
part do not go
beyond com-
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mon sense. A

declaration by Li Peng, in August 1993,
is a good example: “China is still on the
road to development and it will take
some decades to attain the level of coun-
tries of medium development because of
its large population and its weak econo-
mic base.”

T
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INDIA

Putting down roots

IN 1967 a peasant uprising in
Naxalbari, West Bengal sparked
off agrarian struggles throughout
the Indian countryside. Out of
these emerged the Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Leninist),
adhering to “Mao Zedong
Thought". Always more of a
movement composed of a
number of groups than a party,
most of the groups plunged
themselves into armed struggle,
seeking to replicate the Chinese
model in Indian conditions. From
around an original 60 groups,
who tended to attack one
another as violently as they did
landlords and police, there are
now five major groups. Earlier
this year K. GOVINDAN spoke
with B. SIVARAMAN, a central
leader of one of these
organisations: the 50 thousand
strong CPI (ML). While we do not
endorse everything said by
Sivaraman — much of his
historical analysis is at odds with
our own — we believe that
readers will agree that his party’s
evolution is not only interesting
(particularly in relation to China),
but healthy.

INTERVIEW
London, 13 May 1994

an you explain why
there has been a rise
in workers’ struggles
recently?

All across India, trade union disputes
and direct political action by the working
class have been on the upswing. In the last
two years we have had three general
strikes. For example, on 5 April more than
200 thousand workers laid siege to the
Indian parliament in opposition to GATT.
This was violently broken up, injuring
sixty-nine seriously. The earlier strikes

were a response to the New Economic
Policy (NEP) of the Congress (I) govern-
ment.

What is the NEP? Why was it
introduced?

We are in the fourth year of a structu-
ral adjustment programme dictated by the
IMF. In 1989/90 there was a serious eco-
nomic crisis in respect of the balance of
payments and runaway inflation, which
reached 18.3 percent — very high by
Indian standards.

Throughout the 1980s we had an ave-
rage of 8 percent industrial growth and 5.6
percent GDP growth, again exceptionally
high by Indian standards. But this growth
was fuelled by massive external and inter-
nal borrowings and by 1989/90 there was
a foreign debt of US$33 billion — a figure
which has now almost doubled .A bubble
grew, only to burst at the end of the deca-
de. So the crisis was partly structural and
partly cyclical.

The economy was opened up to forei-
gn investment, there was liberalisation of
the financial sector and privatisation of
banks and other public sector companies.
Loss-making state companies were closed.
Under the “exit” policy, workers can be
hired and fired without the relative job
security they had in the past. Throughout
Indian industry there is a process of
restructuring, rationalisation and flexibili-
sation.

In the so-called “sun-set industries”,
such as textiles, jute and so forth., the tech-
nology is outmoded. Employers are shif-
ting to new areas of production and trying
to close down these industries. Here new
forms of struggle are developing, for
example, the occupations of the Victoria
Kanoria jute mills in West Bengal. The
workers try to sustain these struggles in
ingenious ways.

Every political party in India
has its own trade union affi-
liate and there are many
unions with a regionalist or
factory-based character. The
urban proletariat has been
described as “a house divi-
ded”,

The left trade unions have come toge-
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ther to form a joint committee. Our union,
the All India Central Council of Trade
Unions (AICCTU), which organises 160
thousand workers, is part of this, along
with the unions of the CPI and CPI (M)
and smaller unions.

The problem with the AITUC and
CITU, unions of the CPI and CPI (M) res-
pectively, is that they ceased to be revolu-
tionary unions long ago. They have beco-
me huge bureaucratic apparatuses steeped
in the spirit of social democracy.

Through our own trade union centre
we have found it easier to achieve left
unity and to play a key role in the working
class movement.

The Indian working class is asserting
its own role and is becoming a powerful
political actor in its own right.

What are the implications of
the completion of the Uru-
guay round of GATT for
India?

It is going to cause major disruption to
Indian agriculture. More than 250 million
Indians are categorised as “small farmers”,
cultivating between 1-3 hectares of land.
Here there will be sharp polarisation due
to integration with the open economy.

The differentiation of the peasantry in
India, which was very slow compared to
the West, will now happen rapidly.

Due to a rise in cotton prices last year,
millions of handloom weavers couldn’t
afford yamm and many starved to death in
Andhra Pradesh state. This was a conse-
quence of GATT and is understood easily
by its victims.

Hindu communalism and its electoral
arm, the Bharatiya Janata Party, has been a
major campaigning target of the Indian left
following the destruction of the mosque in
Ayodhya and the wave of anti-Moslem
riots which followed.

Communal forces are temporarily
down but not out. They were defeated in
state legislature elections in 1993, inclu-
ding three out of the four states which they
previously governed. But they have won
33 percent of the vote in some states, and
could bounce back at any time.

From our party’s point of view, the
rise of the right wing communal fascistic
forces is organically related to the econo-
mic crisis. As the crisis deepens these
forces will gain a new lease of life.



Their temporary electoral set-back is
mainly due to a social back-ground where
lower castes rallied under reactionary
populist forces to defeat the upper caste
BIP.

There needs to be more serious class
mobilisation of the rural poor and agricul-
tural labourers and the winning-over of
better-off peasants from the influence of
reactionary forces.

We have gained notable success
through this strategy. 7 thousand of our
comrades were arrested in Uttar Pradesh
state, fortress of the BIP. Our student wing
defeated their organisation in three univer-
sity elections, and also at Jawaharlal
Nehru University in Delhi.

Our main difference with the CPI and
CPI (M) is that they lionize bourgeois cen-
trist leaders, saying that the left is too
weak to fight communalism on its own.
Their logic is,ultimately, we are weak and
we will engage in an approach which will
make us weaker. It's a vicious circle.

How do you assess the
mainstream Communist par-
ties, the CPl and CPI (M)?
What is your relationship
with them?

The CPI was formerly pro-Moscow.
Following the collapse of the Soviet Union
it is facing a serious internal crisis. Several
important sections of the party are going
over to the bourgeois camp, for example in
Uttar Pradesh the state leader has joined a
centrist reactionary party. At the CPI's last
congress it moved closer towards social
democracy, abandoning even formal
Marxist positions. It has declared its mass
organisations to be independent of the
party and merged its trade union with a
syndicalist union (HMS), led by Lohiates.
Tt is fast fading into insignificance

This leaves only the CPI (M) and our-
selves as the two main poles of the com-
munist movement. The CPI (M) has been
running the government in West Bengal
for fifteen years and before then in Kerala.
Its method of government has become the
main bone of contention for the Indian left.

For the sake of political unity, the CPI
(M) has told us that we must give up inde-
pendent mass mobilisation against its
government — which as revolutionary
communists we can never accept.

The CPI (M) is involved in anti-people
measures, In rural areas its base is shifting
to rich peasants. There is large scale alie-
nation of agricultural labourers, who are
coming over to us. After a panchayat (vil-
lage council) election where we won 320
seats the CPI (M) unleashed a reign of ter-
ror in Karanda, killing five of our com-

rades and burning eighty houses where
agricultural labourers lived.

We are not tactically opposed to com-
munists forming governments at state
levels for temporary periods, but we visua-
lise that, through drastic revolutionary
measures, these governments will come
into violent conflict with the central autho-
rity and will become centres of insurrec-
tion.

Since 1967 the CPI (M) has never won
an election outside of West Bengal and
Kerala. In other states they have trailed
this or that bourgeois party. They shun
alliances with the revolutionary left. We
don’t rule out seat adjustments with sec-
tions of the bourgeois opposition, so as to
concentrate on the main political enemy,
but electoral tactics are different from pro-
grammatic unity with the bourgeois oppo-
sition. There is an increasing contradiction
between the communist facade and social
democratic practice of the CPI (M).

The CPI (ML) came out openly
after the fifth party congress
in December 1992. What are
your origins and present acti-
vities?

Our party was born in the course of
the struggle against modern revisionism
represented by Kruschev and in the course
of the debate between Mao Zedong and
the CPSU. This was a time of world-wide
upsurge in revolutionary movements and
an acute crisis in [ndia, which took the
form of an armed peasant struggle.

Many things have changed since that
time. Those groups which did not want to
change and remained dogmatic have disin-
tegrated, vanished or are moving in the
direction of self-destruction. Those which
moved too far have gone over to the bour-
geois camp. We, on the other hand, have
emphasised the need to retain principles
and adapt step by step to the present situa-
tion.

We have made important tactical
changes, from a focus on armed struggle
towards mass struggle. We entered the
political mainstream leading concrete
struggles and have discarded many gene-
ralisations and abstractions which didn’t
suit current revolutionary practice.

We don’t want to make a fetish of
armed struggle as do some other Marxist-
Leninist groups. Rather we subordinate it
to mass political struggle. In spite of this
there are more people with arms now than
when we were waging purely armed
struggle. This is because we stress the
need for the formation of militia, arming
the people and helping them acquire more
arms.
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India is not like the China of the 1920s
and 30s. When we study Indian conditions
we see possibilities for worker insurrec-
tions. The final outcome of the Indian
revolution will be decided through an
armed revolution. However, under excep-
tional international and national circum-
stances there would also be the possibility
of revolutionary forces taking power in a
relatively peaceful way.

Our party membership is almost 50
thousand. The combined membership of
our peasant associations comes to 750
thousand, with 450 thousand of these in
Bihar. Our trade union, AICCTU, orga-
nises 160 thousand and our student wing,
the All India Student Association, has 60
thousand members. In March we consoli-
dated our women's organisations to form
the All India Progressive Women’s Asso-
ciation (AIPWA), which has 40 thousand
members.

There are two approaches within the
AIPWA. In some areas, for example with
garment workers or rural women, we
place more emphasis on economic issues.
Among urban women there is greater
emphasis on gender-related issues. There
is lively debate and dialogue among
women comrades about the emphasis,
priorities and perspectives of feminism.

Despite much apprehension in left
circles and within our own party we have
floated a Moslem organisation, Inquilabi
Moslem Conference. This, we believe, is
an unprecedented step in the history of the
communist movement. Moslems face a
tremendous crisis of survival, let alone
identity. They are being courted by obscu-
rantist forces within their community and
bourgeois centrist forces are also trying to
win them over.

We have a good base among Moslem
artisans and small peasantry. We want to
mobilise them on class issues but also to
defend their cultural identity. In these, spe-
cial, times, we believe that they should be
organised as an oppressed religious com-
munity. Seven hundred delegates attended
the first conference last year, where there
was debate over whether the priority
should be class or cultural issues. This is a
healthy debate and should continue in a
living democratic movement.

As communists we have to make bold
experiments. We are confident that at least
we will always learn from any mistakes.

In the days to come the focus of the
party will be on mobilisation against
GATT and Hindu communalism.

Whilst the CPI (ML) was
underground, open party
work was conducted through
the Indian People’s Front (IPF),

29



which has recently been
restructured. What role do
you see it playing in the futu-
re?

The IPF performed a dual role: partly
it was a platform on which to unite with a
whole range of democratic forces and
social movements and partly it allowed
open political work by the party. There
was always this dichotomy.

In the 1980s there were some within
the party who advocated dissolving our-
selves into the Front. We termed this a
“liquidationist” scheme and defeated this
tendency. With the collapse of the Soviet
Union, Marxist-Leninists were coming
under ideological attack and we felt that it
was important at this time to assert an
open identity and declare that we were
here and that we were strong and growing.

There are two other left parties in the
IPF, the Lal Nishan Party (Leninist) and
Rajasthan Kisan Sangathan. There are also
three organisations of national minorities
of a regionalist character, Karbis, Jharkan-
dis and Uttrakhand, and the Dalit Mahasa-
ba — an organisation of oppressed castes
— as well as radical health and environ-
mentalist groups. Medha Patkar, who is a
leader of the Narmada Bachao Andolan,
the campaign against the Narmada dams
scheme, is associated with the IPF in an
individual capacity.

We believe that the IPF should be
reconstituted as a federal structure of diffe-
rent organisations with a minimum com-
mon programme of action, where the
constituents can operate as independent
entities, including in the electoral arena. It
would be a united front, taking common
action against imperialism, particularly
GATT and the communalist threat.

We are even prepared to discuss a
change of name if this will draw in new
forces. We are negotiating with Professor
Najundaswany of the Karnatka farmers’
movement and it may well join the IPF.

The CPI (ML) recognises the need to
interact with forces outside the Marxist-
Leninist movement, including non-class
democratic organisations. There will be a
tension in our relationship but perhaps it
will be a creative tension. The IPF pro-
vides a framework for collaboration.

How does your party view
national struggles, bearing in
mind that the mainstream
communist parties proclaim
their belief in the unity and
integrity of India and take
positions little different from
bourgeois parties?

We support the right of oppressed
nationalities to self-determination up to
and including the right to secession. This
should be part of a package of expropria-
tion from the big bourgeoisie, radical land
reforms and reform of the Indian state,
including new Centre-State relations, a
federal India with maximum possible
autonomy (o nationalities, and so forth.

Only in the case of Kashmir do we
support the right to independence. A mili-
tary victory by the militant groups over the
Indian State is unrealistic and only by inte-
grating their struggles more closely with
people in the rest of India can they win
their struggle for freedom. It is tragic that
there is total insularity between the Kash-
miri struggle and other struggles. We are
perhaps the only political party which has
held high-level discussions with the
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front.

We have raised the slogan “For a
Democratic Confederation of the peoples
of South Asia”. It is a long-term slogan but
is the only real framework for genuine
peace, stability, and development in the
region without the interference of imperia-
lism.

What is the reaction of your
party to the economic
reforms in China since 1979?

We welcome the general direction of
these reforms. At this historical juncture
no socialist country is able to carry on in
the old way. The conception of socialism
has had to be reconsidered in areas such as
ownership (public or collective), the co-
existence of private and State sectors, and
so forth.

We don'’t say that we support each and
every measure in each package of reforms,
whether Chinese or Cuban. Unlike in the
West, rapid industrialisation is on the
agenda in countries such as China.

These reforms are pregnant with two
possibilities. Either they will lead to the
complete restoration of capitalism, as hap-
pened in the Soviet Union under Gorba-
chev, or they will strengthen the material
basis for socialism.

Our main criticism of the Chinese CP
is that there is no powerful ideological ini-
tiative from them in respect of mobilising
people to safeguard socialism and prevent
the restoration of capitalism. We also
believe that, although mass organisations
have a very important role to play in the
process, these are lacking. What is central
is a reassertion of the principle of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, not only in the
period of the transition from socialism to
communism, but particularly in this pre-
sent time of risky and complex reforms.

How has the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe affec-
. ted your struggle in India?

The restoration of capitalism in the for-
mer Soviet Union has not had a serious
impact on our movement as we come from
a tradition which has always been critical
of the Soviet Union.

A powerful opportunist current within
the Indian Communist movement — not
only within the CPI but also within the CPI
(M) — went over to the Kruschevite thesis
and began supporting the Indian bourgeoi-
sie. The CPSU made some communist
parties dependent on them.

We feel that the contradiction between
imperialism and the Third World is a fun-
damental one. The collapse of the Soviet
Union means that one source of derailing
national liberation struggles has gone.
Revolutionary movements can no longer
expect support from abroad, so they must
put down roots in their own countries and
stand on their own two feet. This is a good
thing.

One lesson which we have learned is
that, under the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, there must be a multi-party system,
freedom of the press, internal democracy
within the party in the Leninist tradition,
and so forth. We hope that the Chinese
Communist Party will also move in this
direction. %
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Invasion on the cards

WILL US President, Bill Clinton,
decide on an eventual invasion of
Haiti? Deposed Haitian President,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, while
having said he supports only a
“surgical action”, appears to be
pushing for this solution.

ARTHUR MAHON

N 31 JULY, the United

States obtained the

green light from the

United Nations Security
Council. As with France and Rwanda,
they were authorised to lead a military
invasion of Haiti when they wish to do
so. The invasion of Panama was
condemned by the United Nations. That
of Haiti received in advance the blessing
of the so-called “international communi-
ty”. One man in particular did a great
deal to facilitate this vote: the President
of Haiti, Jean-Bertrand Aristide. On Fri-
day 29 July, he sent a letter to the office
of the Secretary General of the UN,
Boutros Boutros Ghali. In this he affir-
med that “the moment has come for the
international community, a party to the
Governor’s Island Accord, to take
prompt and decisive action, under the
authority of the United Nations, with a
view to allowing the complete applica-
tion of that accord.” The Governor’s
Island Accord had been co-signed one
year earlier by President Aristide and
General Cédras. It envisaged in particu-
lar the return of the president on 30
October 1993 - which of course never
took place.

Precise

The Aristide letter arrived at a very
precise moment. During the first discus-
sion on the Security Council, the resolu-
tion presented by the United States had
been the object of a bitter debate. It
could not be voted upon on the date ini-
tially set, and was postponed to the fol-
lowing Sunday. Meanwhile, Aristide’s
letter (undoubtedly written at the behest
of Washington), arrived, giving the
resolution the legitimacy which it had
lacked. Its meaning was confirmed sub-

sequently by an unambiguous letter
addressed by Fritz Longchamp, Haiti’s
representative at the UN, to the president
of the Security Council. He asked to
inform it “of the agreement of the
government of President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide to the draft resolution
$/1994/904 that the Security Council
will examine at its next meeting”, To
speak of the “government of President
Aristide” was a very hypocritical man-
ner of designating Aristide himself.
Indeed, the only “government” to which
Longchamp could make reference was
that of Robert Malval, who resigned last
December. However, in spite of the sup-
port of Aristide, China and Brazil abstai-
ned on the resolution. The vote of Bra-
zil, which currently sits on the Security
Council as a non-permanent member,
reflected the hostility of the majority of
Latin American and Caribbean states.

At the end of 1993, Aristide began
to declare, in a disquieting manner, that
a military intervention would be welco-
med by the Haitian population. He
added at the same time that the Haitian
constitution forbade him to demand
such a thing. He went much further in an
interview given to Howard French, a
journalist on the New York Times, on 2
June. While repeating that the Haitian
constitution prevented him from deman-
ding a foreign intervention, he said,
according to French, that “the United
States should “commit itself to a surgi-
cal action” which would succeed in a
few hours in overthrowing the military
leaders. According to French, Aristide
referred to the US intervention in Pana-
ma in 1989 to overthrow the military
dictator Manuel Antonio Noriega and
added: “Haiti is not the first case. When
things like this happen in another coun-
try something is done. Why not in
Haiti?”.

Some days after the invasion of
Panama, on 26 December 1989, Aristide
was much more lucid when interviewed
by Radio Haiti Inter. He said then: “We
are still living in the era of slavery;
national prestige is trampled underfoot;
it is important then to reconstitute it.
Those among us who were accustomed
to grovel at the feet of a little clique of
valets of imperialism should cease to do
so, and look at what is happening now in
Panama where the Americans oppress

the people organising the resistance.
When one thinks that the Yankees have
already militarily occupied our soil and
that they could well return, this time
openly, one can say that, if one does not
guard one’s prestige, the worst could
happen”.

After his 2 June declaration in
favour of a “surgical action”, Aristide
took some contrasting positions. The
same day, he said: “I am not going to
waste time in defining the type of action
necessary, because the international
community knows what to do.” But
later, during a conference at Managua,
Nicaragua, then during an interview in
Washington, he made it known that
“Never, never, never would I accept a
return to power thanks to an invasion. I
am against a foreign occupation”. These
positions are only apparently contradic-
tory. Aristide developed his position at
an OAS meeting on 6 June. For him,
“rapid and determined” action would
come to an end once the military regime
was eliminated. The Governor’s Island
Accord would then be applied anew.
Those forces which had participated in a
“surgical action” would be replaced by
the Mission of the United Nations in
Haiti (MINUHA) envisaged by the
Governors Island agreement, and then
characterized as a mission of “technical
co-operation”. Then he could himself
return. In this theoretical schema, there
was certainly no place for an “invasion”
or an “occupation”. Unhappily, the idea
of a US division swooping down on the
leaders of the Haitian armed forces, to
capture Cédras and his friends, and lea-
ving immediately, like a horde of guar-
dian angels, is purely utopian. And the
bloodthirsty example of Panama is there
to show it.

“Sentiments”

Even if he says that he perceives no
community of “sentiments”, Aristide
claims to note the existence of “mutual
interests” with the United States. “If I
was capable of intervening alone, I
would do it”, he says. “If the United
States could act alone, they would do it
also. But we must advance together.”
The networks of militants still active on
the ground are well aware, they say, that
a US intervention would be disastrous,
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not only because of its long term effects,
but also because the concrete action of
the US services in Haiti since the coup
d’état has sought to anihilate them. They
can see this every day. They are familiar
with the practices of the US embassy.
They know that the US services collabo-
rate with the Haitian soldiers and the
civilians in their pay. Under cover of
humanitarian concerns, the US has ope-
ned three offices in Haiti, where it is
possible to demand exile. This program-
me is supervised by specialists in “coun-
ter-insurrection” who have proved them-
selves in Latin America and Vietnam.
One of these specialists helped set up a
computer data-base in Colombia to
struggle against “subversives, terrorists
and drugs traffickers”. Another, a vete-
ran of the Nazi army, worked for Somo-
za in Nicaragua until 1979. Interviews
with candidates
seeking political
asylum allow
the US services
to make a detai-
led X-ray of the
popular and
democratic
movement. On
this basis, some
cadres of the
popular organi-
sations have
received visits,
on occasion
from US func-
tionaries offe-
ring them a US
visa if they
cease their acti-
vities, but some-
times from soldiers or civilians who
have come to arrest them. A US inter-
vention would allow the US services to
increase their activitytenfold. A number
of militants of the popular organizations
could be assassinated during so-called
armed confrontations. One officer told
the newspaper Newsday: “These people
who are training themselves are not
going to try and fight the United States.
They are going to flee with their arms
and use them. Against who? Against
Lavalas (the creole name for the mass
movement).” Already, during the inva-
sion of Panama, US soldiers prepared
lists of persons to liquidate. The United
States wishes to reform the Haitian army
and bring to heel an oligarchy which is
incapable of setting up a stable regime.
But their first priority is to reduce the
Haitian people to silence. Aristide has
burnt his fingers before in trying to
conclude a “tactical alliance” with cer-

tain sectors of the bourgeoisie, and later
a “marriage” with the Haitian army. He
is continuing along the same road in
believing that he can find a convergence
of interests with imperialism.

Letters

The Security Council resolution of
31 July took note of the letters from
Aristide and Longchamp of 29 and 30
July. However, what is envisaged has
nothing very much to do with the “'surgi-
cal action” of a few hours recommended
by Aristide in June. The multinational
force “constituted by the member states”
(for which read: the United States) is
authorised to “utilise all necessary
means” not only “to facilitate the depar-
ture from Haiti of the military leaders...
and the prompt return of the legitimately

elected President”, but also to “install
and maintain a secure and stable climate
which will allow the application of the
Governor’s Island Accord.” This multi-
national force will leave only when two
conditions are fulfilled: When a stable
and secure climate has been created and
the MINUHA has been given a structure
and adequate personnel to assure the
totality of its functions”. The MINUHA,
in the words of the Governor’s Island
Accord, must render “assistance for the
modernisation of the Haitian armed
forces and the creation of a new police
force”. In July 1993, Aristide had asked
for a MINUHA force of 1,000. In Sep-
tember 1993, the Security Council had
decided to send 1,300. The resolution of
31 July sought to increase it to 6,000
military personnel. Boutros Ghali had
even proposed 15,000 soldiers in one of
his reports! The functions attributed to
MINUHA are no longer those previous-

Maximino Cerezo Barredo

ly envisaged. Certainly it is still suppo-
sed to “professionalise the Haitian armed
forces and create a separate police
force”, but also, first and foremost, to
“maintain the secure and stable condi-
tions created during the multinational
phase and to assure the protection of
international personnel and the essential
installations”. Decidedly, there is a lot to
fear in these “secure and stable condi-
tions”! What is envisaged is no longer a
civil unit, devoted to the construction of
roads and schools, as in the resolution of
September 1993. Indeed, there is no lon-
ger any need of such a pretext to justify
the presence of numerous US soldiers.
The task of MINUHA should be
finished no later than February 1996,
that is, when Aristide finishes his presi-
dential term. But there will be no lack of
pretexts to justify, if necessary, the
maintenance of
US troops. For
example, it is pro-
bable that the
“professionalism”
of the armed
| forces will not be
| assured by that
i date. Indeed,
research underta-
ken by the Haiti
Anti-Intervention
Committee of
New York shows
that even last year
it was envisaged
that the training of
the army and the
police would be
assured essentially
not by MINUHA
but in the framework of a bilateral
US/Haitian programme.! This program-
me was not mentioned, but was not
ruled out either by the Governor’s Island
Accord. This training wa,s in particular,
to be provided by the Green Berets (a
unit of the Special Forces), the ICITAP
(International Criminal Investigation
Training Assistance Program) and the
IMET (International Military Education
and Training Programs). According to
the monthly magazine for mercenaries,
Soldier of Fortune (which is very well
informed), “the Special Forces... trained
more than 50,000 Vietnamese ‘irregu-
lars’. They’ve trained the military in El
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala.
They're in Kuwait. They work with the
CIA”. The ICITAP has notably trained

1. 'Why we oppose US intervention in Haiti'. Available
from HAIC, PO Box 755, Fort Washington Station, New
York, NY 10040-9998. = (1) 212 582 3612.
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the police of El Salvador, Guatemala,
Colombia, Bolivia and Panama. The
IMET is known for financing the infa-
mous School of the Americas, where
some hundreds of Haitian officers have
been trained, such as the current chief of
police, Colonel Michel Francois. These
are the institutions which are to oversee
the “professionalisation” and “moderni-
sation” of the Haitian police and army!

Aristide was elected president
because he appeared to have principles,
refusing to compromise with the power-
ful. He has not shown the same qualities
on the international scene. Here he has
behaved to a large extent with the cyni-
cism characteristic of all presidents. At
one UN General Assembly meeting, he
even went so far as to express the wish
that Taiwan, which had given him some
support, might “re-find its place inside
the great family of the United Nations”.
For some months he said nothing about
Clinton’s treatment of Haitian refugees,
who were intercepted at sea by the US
coastguards and sent back to their exe-
cutioners. But when Clinton seemed to
abandon him at the end of 1993, and
when pressures multiplied for him to
share power with the putschists, Aristide
used the issue of the refugees as a wea-
pon. He convoked a conference at
Miami in mid-January under the theme
“Democracy in Haiti: the solution to the
refugee crisis”.

At the same time, he brandished
another threat against Washington: that
he would encourage mobilisations, and
even armed struggle in Haiti. In his New
Year’s speech, he explained that, during
1993 the Haitian people had marched to
the rhythm of negotiation rather than
that of mobilisation. In 1994, it would be
the other way round and he recalled a
Haitian expression, “Fe koupe f&”, mea-
ning “It takes fire to fight fire”. These
fine words came too late. For, since the
coup, Aristide had never seriously occu-
pied himself with helping the popular
movement to resist repression and orga-
nise itself. From time to time he certain-
ly launched appeals for nationwide
mobilisations on an uninterrupted basis.
But this was never followed by any
concrete work on his part. And nothing
indicates that anything has changed in
this respect since his ringing declara-
tions of 1 January. As for the refugees,
they were again abandoned to their fate
during the Miami conference. Under
pressure from Clinton, the agenda was
changed. A commission discussed the
subject, but those who drew up the final
resolution took little account of its
conclusions.

However, this thorny question was
soon to re-emerge. Indeed, every week
the US press was carrying stories that
the victims of the death squads were
being devoured by pigs, that the army,
searching for a guerrilla unit, had burnt
hundreds of houses in the north of Haiti,
and massacred peasants, and that UN
observers were alarmed at the use of
rape as a new method of repression. In
these conditions, Clinton found it harder
and harder to justify the systematic sen-
ding back to Haiti of the boat people
intercepted by the coast guard.

Moreover, during the first months of
1994, the Clinton administration conti-
nued to intrigue against Aristide. It
wished to impose on him a political
solution still less advantageous than the
Governor's Island Accord. Congress
went so far as to propose that Aristide
and the refugees should be installed
definitively on a little island situated off
the coast of Haiti. But Aristide, drawing
the lessons of preceding months, refused

to agree.

Denounced

He resorted again to his secret wea-
pon; the question of the refugees. He
denounced Clinton’s Haitian policy as
“racist”. And on 4 April, he announced
(finally) that he was abrogating the
accord, signed by Jean-Claude Duvalier
in 1981, which authorised the return of
the boat people to Haiti. In the following
weeks, Randall Robinson, a famous
black activist, began a hunger strike, six
members of Congress were arrested
while demonstrating before the White
House against the repatriation of boat
people, and 95 of their Democratic col-
leagues proposed draft legislation for a
change of policy towards Haiti.

Clinton thus had to change course.
He announced that he would propose to
the UN a toughening of sanctions
towards the putschists, would dismiss
the US special envoy to Haiti, and
would consider the possibility of a mili-
tary intervention. Military manoeuvres
began to be organised. On 8 May, Clin-
ton decided that from mid-June the boat
people would no longer be sent back
without having been questioned and
being able to demand asylum. However,
the deportations continued. In July, they
reached new heights; on 8 July, 800
people were taken back to Haiti after
having been interrogated on an Ameri-
can boat! Finally, Clinton succeeded in
provisionally settling the problem by a
dissuasive policy. He announced in July
that no refugee intercepted at sea would

step foot in the United States; whatever
their status, those not returned to Haiti
would be condemned to stay indefinitely
in an internment camp elsewhere in the
Caribbean. The situation which current-
ly obtains in the internment camp at
Guantanamo, which led to a revolt on
August 13, gives a foretaste of what a
US occupation of Haiti would be like.
Thus, according to the newspaper Haiti
en Marche, among those working for the
US army at Guantanamo are a brother of
the Haitian chief of police, and a brother
of a leader of FRAPH (the paramilitary
organisation which has taken the place
of tontons-macoutes)!

Will Clinton finally decide on a mili-
tary intervention? Nothing at the
moment indicates that this is certain.
Two months away from the mid-term
Congressional elections, he is politically
very weak. Indeed, on the Haitian ques-
tion, he comes up against opposition
from the Republicans, the Pentagon and
a business community with interests in
the Dominican Republic. None of these
has any desire to see Aristide back in
Port-au-Prince. The press has been hos-
tile towards the prospect of a military
intervention. And the administration
itself is very divided. Some, like
William Perry, of the Defense Depart-
ment, say that no military intervention is
immediately planned and, in any case,
“Haiti does not represent a vital interest
for the United States”. Like William
Gray, the new special envoy to Haiti, he
thinks that sanctions, and some assu-
rances as to their future, will be enough
to make the Haitian military leaders
leave. For him, military intervention
should only be a last resort. It is true
that, in Haiti, some have argued for the
departure of Cédras in exchange for the
non-return of Aristide. On the other
hand, Strobe Talbott, responsible for the
Haitian dossier at the State Department,
favours an ultimatum being delivered to
the military regime.

Affair

The affair is not simple for the Uni-
ted States, for numerous political pro-
blems are posed. What should be done
with the Haitian army? Would it be
necessary for there to be general disar-
mament of the army and the paramilita-
ries (and the partisans of Aristide?) as
was discussed in July with Boutros
Ghali? Would the population become
uncontrollable if Aristide really returned
to the presidential palace? Will Haiti be
transformed effectively into a US pro-
tectorate? For Walter Fauntroy, former
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congressman and
veteran of Haitian
affairs, there would
certainly be a lot of
problems with an
invasion because,
according to him, it
would be necessary
to govern Haiti for at
least ten years after.
As he puts it
“Conquest is easy,
but occupation is
difficult.” But for
Fauntroy, the US has
no choice but to
intervene. A declara-
tion by the head of
the joint chiefs of
staff, General John
Shalikashvili, is indi-
cative of another
position: “The pro-
blem would not be
so much to enter as
to know clearly what we wish to accom-
plish, how long will be necessary (o stay
there to attain our objectives, and to
have a clear vision of the conditions
under which we would be ready to
leave.”

Clinton faces a complex choice. He
knows that if the military quit power of
their own volition, the US will have to
constitute the essential core of a MINU-
HA of 6,000. And then, almost the same
political problems will emerge as would
in the case of an invasion. Yet, pressed
as he is today, it would be difficult for
Clinton to accept that the military should
stay in power and the situation continue
until the end of Aristide’s term.

A new factor will now weigh stron-
gly on Clinton’s decision; the aggrava-
tion of the Cuban crisis. Cuban officials
have already said that Haiti is being used
as a pretext to justify military escalation
in the Caribbean. More than ever, the
questions of Haiti and Cuba will be lin-
ked in US policy. %
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Dismemberment

THE FUNDAMENTAL hypothesis of the “contact group”
on Yugoslavia (composed of the United States, Russia,
France and Germany) is that its “peace plan” for Bosnia
can be applied if Belgrade imposes it on the Bosnian
Serbs. There are two real issues at stake here. The
defeat of the Greater Serbia policy is a precondition for
peace. But it is also necessary that the construction of
states on exclusive ethnic bases is rejected, while
reciprocal protections and rights are assured to all the
communities — however, this is not the logic of the
“neace plan”. On the contrary, the logic is to organise

the ethnic dismemberment of Bosnia.

CATHERINE SAMARY
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T IS true that the ending of all

political aid from the big Serbian

brother will inevitably weaken

the Serbian nationalist forces in
Bosnia (and in Croatia). And one wit-
nesses a growing public divorce bet-
ween Milosevic and the leaders of the
self-proclaimed “Serbian republic” in
Bosnia; this could be the prelude to the
fall of Radovan Karadzic and of General
Mladic, the principal architects of the
“ethnic cleansings” in Bosnia. The
divorce underway is the logical conse-
quence of the falling out last autumn in
Belgrade between Milosevic and Seselj,
his former ally of the nationalist far
right, and the most radical defender of
the Greater Serbia project. Milosevic
knows how to manipulate nationalism
and leave the dirty work to his allies
when it suits him, then condemns them
when it serves his interests: he paved the
way for the criminals who practiced
“ethnic cleansing”, without ever official-
ly recognising the self-proclaimed “Serb
republics” in Serbia and Croatia, nor for-
mally defending the project of a Greater
Serbia. His official objective remains a
Yugoslav federation — the new party of
Communists led by his wife has reaffir-
med the need to establish links between
republics, and indeed to extend them to
other Balkan republics. Milosevic will
do whatever he believes necessary to
retain power, thus whatever will lead to
the lifting of sanctions and the interna-
tional recognition of the current Yugo-
slav federation (Serbia and Montene-
gro). But this requires acceptance of the
plan proposed by those who claim to
personify the “international communi-
ty”. Such a plan concerns in the first
place the people of Bosnia — indeed it
is precisely there that it has been vehe-
mently rejected, incapable of satisfying
any party (neither the nationalist forces,
nor the progressives).

Intangible

On the one hand, the plan maintains
the fiction of a Bosnia with intangible
frontiers — and so does not permit the
regroupment of the Serbs in a Greater
Serbia; but on the other it does not base
itself on those Bosnian Serbs who reject
“ethnic cleansing” and continue to
defend a multi-ethnic project. The alter-
native to the partition of Bosnia would
be the transformation of the Bosnian-
Croatian federation in a democratic and
egalitarian sense into a state of citizens
granting the same status to all its
peoples. But the Bosnian parliament has
still not integrated the amendment of the

Civic Council of Bosnian Serbs! set up
last March, in order to make this fedgra-
tion the state of its three peoples (and
not only of Croats and Bosnian Mos-
lems alone). As to the “contact group”, it
ignores the demands expressed by the
Civic Council or those of Circle 99 in
Sarajevo? and persists against their will
in dividing Bosnia into three “ethnic”
entities. Two of these, regrouped in the
Bosnian-Croatian Federation (to which
the plan promises 51% of the territory)
are ready to confederate themselves with
Croatia. In such circumstances only
symetrical links with the Serbian-Mon-
tenegran federation could re-establish
confidence and modify the importance
of the frontiers.

It is well known that none of the par-
ties accept the “peace plan”, although,
formally, those representing the Bos-
nian-Croats declare themselves ready to
sign; when Karadzic rejected it, this
gave them the chance to appear reaso-
nable in the eyes of the international
negotiators. But the Bosnian military
leaders clearly support a war of recon-
quest of territories. While they have pro-
posed an amnesty for those who suppor-
ted the dissidence of Fikret Abdic in the
Bihac pocket, one still awaits some poli-
tical measures aimed at winning the
confidence of the Serbs and weakening
Karadzic’s base. Would this latter,
overwhelmingly peasant, be able to keep
its lands in a “Bosnian” state?

Goal

The radicalisation of the Bosnian
Serbs in the goal of obtaining the reco-
gnition of “their” state can only be bea-
ten by a political and military defeat of
the Greater Serbia project. That is why it
is necessary to give all symbolic weight
to the Declaration of the Bosnian Serbs,
drawn up at Sarajevo last March:

“No political goal can justify the suf-
ferings of innocent peoples, the genoci-
de and ethnic purification practised
against all citizens, in particular against
the Bosnian Moslems, the destruction of
an immense spiritual and material heri-
tage.”

The same logic is expressed in the
platform of Circle 99:

“No part of the territory of the state
of Bosnia-Herzegovina can be conside-
red as the territory of a single people,
whatever it is.... Bosnia-Herzegovina is
a secular state and can adopt no law on
the establishment of a state religion, no
law forbidding the free expression of

faith, limiting the freedom of expression,
of the press or the right of citizens to
meet together to present their peti-
tions...”

Socio-economic

This platform also underlined an
essential socio-economic dimension to
any project of common life:

“We express our conviction that
civic and political rights, in their univer-
sality, cannot be disassociated from eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights and that
social justice is an indispensable precon-
dition to the full expression of human
dignity and to all harmonious social
development....”

On 12-14 October in Tuzla, in the
heart of working class Bosnia, these
voices will express themselves,3 to resist
the rise of the fundamentalist currents on
all sides. With International Workers
Aid, we will be at their side. ¥

1. On 27 March of this year, 500 Serbs, representing the
200,000 who live on “Bosnian” territory, rejected the idea
that Karadzic represented the point of view of all Bosnian
Serbs. They appealed for a congress of reconciliation of all
the Bosnian peoples, fo decide on the future of their coun-
iry. They demanded that all war crimes be punished on
individual and concrete bases and demanded equality of
rights for the citizens and peoples of Bosnia. They deman-
ded also that their “Civic Council” is represented and heard
in the negotiations - which is not always the case. They
received the support of Vuk Draskovic, one of the principal
leaders of the democratic opposition in Serbia. If they
represent an essential point of support against the project
of a Greater Serbia, they are at the same time the pivot of a
struggle against reactionary tendencies in the Bosnian-
Croatian camp. Their amendment (rejected for the instant)
to the Bosnian-Croatian constitution is a test of the official
discourses on “multi-ethnic” Bosnia.

2. “Circle 99" is a Sarajevo-based group of intellectuals
which rejects all the current projects defined under intema-
tional pressure as well as the logic of a war of conquest of
“ethnic” territories by the nationalist parties. They have
established a Charter defining a democratic Bosnia-
Herzegovina, which takes up the logic of the declarations of
the Civic Council of Bosnian Serbs.

3. This is a conference co-organised by the “Verona
Forum” (set up principally by the Greens, in support of the
democratic movements in former Yugoslavia), Circle 99 in
Sarajevo and the Citizens Forum in the mining town of
Tuzla. It takes place on the eve of the elections, in which
the non-nationalist parties, until now a majority in Tuzla,
face a difficult position. Selim Beslagic, mayor of Tuzla and
leader of the former Reformist Party, has formed a social
democratic regroupment, representing the most credible
altemative to the party of Aljia Izetbegovic and the nationa-
list currents in Bosnia.
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SARAH ReBecca LOVELL...

... A VETERAN US socialist, died on
June 14, 1994 at the age of 72. Born in
Brooklyn, New York, she joined the Socia-
list Youth Movement in 1938. She was a lea-
der of the Socialist Workers Party until being
expelled in 1984. After her expulsion, she
helped found the monthly magazine, “Bulle-
tin in Defence of Marxism” and was its copy
editor and circulation manager for its first

100 issues. She was the editor of “Trotsky™

speaks”, and co-editor with George Breitman
of two of the 14 volume “Trotsky Writi
series, “Trotsky Writings 1932-19
“Trotsky Writings 1933”. She
member of the Coalition.@f
Women and the Nationa
Women. % i
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THE Sri Lank
August 16 saw the
coalition, the People’s
as the largest parlia
105 seats out of 225
ment has reached us
maja Party (NSSP — S
the Fourth International).

“The election results sh
port of the urban working class W
reason for the PA’s victory. How
mistrust felt for the PA by the Tamil e
especially the estate workers, adversely
affected the PA results.

This setback was used by the President
and UNP party leader, D.B. Wijetunga, and
the UNP leadership to cage Chandrika (Mrs.
Chandrika Kumaratunga, the PA leader)
within the constitutional framework. The
UNP was initially given a free hand to try to
form a government with Tamil and Muslim
representatives, to pressurise Chandrika, who
had to appeal to the president. Meanwhile,
with the consent of all concerned, the Presi-
dent declared a curfew and prepared the
oath-taking ceremony — thus Chandrika
took the oath assuring to uphold and protect
the constitution.

However, while at the top such activities
are taking place, the curfew shows that mass
activity is becoming a threat to the property
owning classes. In the coming period the
destiny of the government will be decided by
the action taken by Chandrika in answer to
the workers” demands . We have argued;

a) to reject the conditions laid down by
the IMF/World Bank, reverse privatization,
peg wage increases to inflation, reinstate sac-
ked workers, and offer proper compensation
to the displaced

b) to stop the war forthwith and unite the
country on the basis of the minimum four
point programme put forward by the Tamil
parties, with a general amnesty for rebels
both in the north and the south.

e (PA), emerge
uping with

c) land to the tillers, the abolition of
water tax and agrarian debt with a relief sche-
me

d) to throw out the dictatorial constitu-
tion with the President and to call a constitu-
tional assembly with proper representation
from the north, for a political solution to the
Tamil national problem. The LTTE (Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam) should be asked

e making such demands,
ass struggles that will
fhe hope of the wor-

rs with the
dation, it was
pable of confron-
he rightwing Berlusconi
government.

There were a number of debates, inclu-
ding on the situations in South Africa, Bos-
nia, Brazil, and Ttaly, women's participation
in feminist struggles, the organisation and
position of lesbians and gay men, the inter-
national (dis)order and the tasks which lie
ahead for revolutionaries.

In today’s international situation we can
only congratulate such a significant achieve-
ment, made possible by years of methodical
and collective effort, and a long-term politi-
cal vision which understands that, while res-
pecting its space and without being dogma-
tic, activity amongst youth is more important
than ever if we are to build a revolutionary
alternative. %

BRITAIN

RAILWAY signalworkers, members of
the Rail, Maritime, Transport Workers Union
(RMT), have now been on strike for three
months - the longest strike in the union’s his-
tory. -
Signalworkers control all train move-
ments, and while in recent years new techno-
logy has led to job cuts and increased indivi-
dual responsibility, management has blocked
an extra pay award in recompense. Seven
vears after presenting a claim for more pay,
patience ran out and a ballot produced a 4-1
vote in favour of strike action.

Each week the workers strike for either

esentation to such a constituent -

AROUND THE WORLD E=m

one or two days. The rail industry is losing
over £10 million pound each day, twice what
it would cost to meet the workers’ demands.

At first it looked like the employer, Rail-
track, would settle, but the government inter-
vened and forced them to withdraw their
offer because it would have breached pay
freeze policy. Now the Tories see the dispute
as a way of smashing the RMT prior to the
privatization of the rail industry and are pre-
pared to underwrite Railtrack losses in order
to secure victory. What started as a local dis-
pute has been turned into a national trial of
strength:

Strikers remain solid, with very few
scabs returning to work. In fact the RMT has
recruited over 500 members. However,
managers are being used to break the strike
and Railtrack claim to be running a 40% ser-
vice. In itself an exaggeration, this also hides
the fact that services are unreliable, are main-
ly short journeys and often run empty. The
RMT and the train drivers union have also
raised the issue of safety on strike days,
exposing the fact that only quick action by
drivers has stopped a number of serious acci-
dents.

Public support for the strikers is strong
— over 60% in a recent opinion poll, a signi-
ficant change from recent rail disputes. Des-
pite public opinion and the clear involvement
of the government in causing the strike, the
Labour Party has refused to openly support
the RMT

The strikes look set to continue for some
time, Railtrack, under strict control by a
committee of government ministers, is refu-
sing to discuss the RMT claim, while the
RMT executive, in a way not normally seen
in British unions, is seriously trying to win
the dispute.

Two factors are key in order for the
union to win; maintaining the morale of the
signalworkers, in particular by getting out
strike pay, and broadening the dispute to
involve other railworkers.

On the first, the RMT leadership has
appealed for support from other unions both
in Britain and internationally (through the
ITF). Strike support groups are being set up
throughout the country, raisIng funds and
organizing tours for strikers to address labour
movement meetings.

The second is made difficult by legal
restrictions on *“secondary” action. The RMT
leadership will not call on its members to
take action which could lead to sequestration
of its assets, however pressure is growing in
the union to involve other railworkers whose
safety is put at risk on strike days. %

Financial support and messages of
solidarity are urgently needed — send to:
RMT Strike Fund, Unity House, Euston

Road, London, NW1 2BL; fax messages
to (71) 387 4123. [co oy messa es to AMT
P 1) 582 2955]

Southem District on
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