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HE 14-year old school girl at the
centre of the case had been the
victim of sexual abuse since the
age of 12 by the father of a school

rOCks <5 I r e Ia n d fn"?‘llilg;girl and her parents went to England

to obtain an abortion; prior to travelling
they had asked the gardai (Irish police)
whether foetal tissue could be used in the

Abortion debate

THE DUBLIN Supreme Court has decided that the risk to the

life of the mother must be taken into account as well as the Irish courts as legal evidence to identify
constitutional commitment to “defend the life of the unborn”.  and convict the rapist. The gardai subse.
Thi i i quently approached the Director of Public
. s ist Ithe reason for its decislon to overturn the ngh_ Court Prosecitfione abotd s,

njunction preventing a 14 year old pregnant rape victim from The DPP’s office then contacted the
travelling to Britain. It represents a first limited victoryinlrish  Attomey General who immediately issued
women’s struggle for the right to abortion. I e o g At i gEe, g
But the political furore caused by this case — which has aﬁr a;’;?:i!n_” R R
dominated the news headlines since it first came to public _The family and the girl, who were at that
attention on February 13 — will not die down. How will this time in England, retumed without an abor-

: . tion having taken place. is-
judgement be Interpreted? The anti-abortionists show every 20 1t"1"8 ¢en place. Th e

sign of continuing their campaign to criminalize any support professional opinion, the girl was suicidal.
for the right to abortion, however limited. On Monday 17, the High Court upheld
We explain what lies behind the latest developments.x Sl THPIOHU PRCVOSHRE e il Sior par-

ents or agents from leaving the country for
the next nine months. This ruling was

ANNE CONWAY — DUBLIN, March 4, 1992. struck down on Wednesday 26 February
by the Supreme Court, which however
& ™\

“PRO-LIFE” BARBARISM

THE recent threat to legally prevent a fourteen-year old rape victim leaving Ireland to have an abortion in Britain is a hor-
rifying illustration of the barbaric consequences of a so-called “pro-life” position.

The amendment introduced into the Irish constitution in 1983 committed the state to protect “as far as practicable” the
right to life of the unborn. From the outset, there were widespread fears of how this would be used. The pro-amendment
campaigners denied that it would ever be used to attack individual women. Just as they denied that it would be used to ban
information on abortion.

Already, the weight of traditional Catholic opinion weighs heavily on Irishwomen who find themselves forced to seek
abortions — in a country where all forms of contraception are available only on medical prescription. The officially recog-
nized figure of 4,000 women who go to Britain each year is undoubtedly an underestimate, based only on those who give
an lrish address. Many more give the addresses of friends and relations in Britain for fear that they will be “found out”, for
fear of the opinions of their families, their communities and the Church.

Now, the fear has become real that they could also be subject to legal proceedings. While this amendment remains in
force, the burden of fear will lie still more heavily on women who have so little choice.

The right to choose how to express their sexuality, to decide when and whether they want to be mothers, is a basic dem-
ocratic right for women, because it is fundamental to their control over their own lives and bodies. Denial of this elementary
right, as is so graphically illustrated in this case, leads inevitably to the denial of other basic rights.

Since 1983, the amendment has already given rise to a series of attacks on women’s simple right to information on what
possibilities exist in the case of an unwanted pregnancy (see accompanying article). The thousands of people on the
streets of Dublin who chanted the telephone number of a pregnancy advisory service during the recent demonstrations
were committing an illegal act! :

The recent injunction was a denial of another basic human right — the right to travel. The young woman had committed
no crime against Irish law. She was the victim of the crimes of sexual abuse and rape. She would commit no crime in Brit-
ain where abortion is legal. The only reason for preventing her — or any other woman wanting to terminate an unwanted
pregnancy — from travelling to a place where it could be performed in safe and legal conditions, is to impose a view that
takes no account of the individual woman’s circumstances — a view that says that the potential life of a foetus is always an
absolute priority over the life and well-being of a woman. The High Court judge summed it up when he said that the risk of
this young woman committing suicide was "much less and of a different order of magnitude than the certainty that the life
of the unborn will be terminated”,

But no legal or constitutional bans will offer any other certainty. Because bans only ensure that abortions are not legal —
they still occur, in the worst and most dangerous conditions. Or women give birth, frightened and in hiding, like the fifteen-
year old girl who died after giving birth alone in an Irish churchyard five years ago, too frightened to tell her family.

The Supreme Court ruling that the risk to the life — not the health or well-being — of women should be taken into
account is progress — but limited. Women will have to threaten that they would commit suicide if not allowed an abortion.

Only women's possibility to decide for themselves on when and whether to have a child can ensure that such barbarities
do not recur. That possibility necessitates information, education, and social and economic independence. Any attempt to
impose that choice — whether it be by a so-called “Communist” state as in Ceausescu’s Romania, an Islamic fundamen-
talist movement, or the combined weight of the Catholic church and state as in Ireland — has consequences that are dis-
astrous for individuals and restrict the rights of society as a whole. — Penny Duggan. %
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reserved the explanation for its decision
to a future date.

The injunction was described as barbar-
ic and medieval. The main bourgeois
newspaper, the Irish Times, considered
that it put the position of women in Ire-
land on a similar footing as in Khomei-
ni’s Iran and Ceausescu’s Romania.

The original injunction confirmed
many of the worst fears of those who had
campaigned against the 1983 amendment
to the consitution.The possible implica-
tions of such a clause are obvious. It
strikes fear into all women and makes
those contemplating an abortion open to
injunction if their intentions become
known to the authorities.

Women who have been raped will not
report the assaults for fear of interroga-
tion and criminalization by the courts and
the state.

Increased threat to women

It also enhances the threat for women
that the life of the foetus will be given
precedence over that of the mother in a
complicated birth or emergency. This
High Court judgement gave no weight to
the mental or psychological health of the
suicidal girl; the court ruled that she must
continue with the pregnancy.

In the eight years since the anti-
abortion constitutional amendment was
passed Irish women have in fact wit-
nessed a continuous and escalating series
of attacks on women’s reproductive
rights through SPUC’s (Society for the
Protection of the Unborn Child — an
anti-abortion pressure group) determina-
tion to push the constitutional position.
First of all, the pregnancy counselling
and abortion referral service of two Dub-
lin women’s clinics were closed down
through rulings which found in favour of
SPUC, who claimed that these activities
were contravening the constitution.

Secondly, British magazines such as
Cosmopolitan have been censored for
carrying adverts for British abortion clin-
ics in their Irish editions. The national
students union was hauled through the
courts for disseminating and publishing
abortion information — a judgement
against them was upheld by the EC Court
of Justice. In the last few months books
such as Everywoman and Qur Bodies
QOurselves have been removed from the
city council central library as they contain
information on abortion.

In 1983, over two-thirds of the electo-
rate voted in favour of the amendment.
Now, confronted with the human implica-
tions of that position as applied to one
young rape victim, there is a turnaround
in public opinion. The latest opinion poll,
published on March 2, shows that only
30% want to keep the amendment, 48%
want to amend it and 18% want to get rid
of it altogether (Financial Times, March
3,1992).

This follows a significant mobilization

of public opinion and protest leading up
to the Supreme Court ruling — including
a demonstration of some 10,000 people
in Dublin the previous Saturday. The
singer Sinead O’Connor participated in
the protests, stating publicly that she had
had two abortions.

The cynicism and disregard shown for
the girl and her family in the offer by
LIFE (an offshoot of SPUC) to care for
her until she bore the child have also
alienated people. They are now being
seen more clearly as reactionary bigots.

Dilemma for government

The case has presented the Fianna Fail
government with a major political prob-
lem. They are aware of the depth of pub-
lic feeling on the issue and the new
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Albert
Reynolds has been forced to try and
resolve the matter. The girl and her fami-
ly were urged by the party leaders to
appeal against the judgement to the
Supreme Court — and the government
took reponsibility for the family’s legal
costs.

Clearly, it pushed for the Supreme
Court to lift the injunction as they are
anxious to avoid another referendum on
the abortion issue. While in 1983 the con-
stitutional amendment was used by Fian-
na Fail to gain votes on a Catholic
nationalist conservative ticket in a situa-
tion of political instability, today popular
Catholic nationalism has run its course.

Since 1983, women, young people, the
rural poor and the working class have
experienced mass unemployment, forced
emigration and diminishing civil rights.
These have led to unprecedented political
instability and alienation from the main
political parties, shown by the election of
the socially liberal Mary Robinson as
president and the sizeable votes for left
wing parties.

SPUC, LIFE and other virulent anti-
abortion groups are contributing to this
political instability and politicians who
once courted them now want to take their
distance, as does the Catholic Church.

This case also presents the Irish gov-
emment with a major problem with
regard to the referendum on the ratifica-

tion of the Maastricht Treaty (see box).

There is now a real fear among the rul-
ing class that the backlash caused by the
present case could prevent the ratification
of the treaty. This would result in the trea-
ty not being implemented in Europe — so
this puts real pressure on the Irish govern-
ment to amend or repeal its anti-abortion
amendment.

However, despite the change in public
opinion, another abortion referendum
would still be very divisive from the gov-
ernment’s point of view. While some ele-
ments of the Catholic hierarchy indicated
that the High Court’s interpretation of the
constitutional clause was too strict, the
Archbishop of Dublin has compared “per-
missive legislation on abortion” with Nazi
policy.

Another bishop interviewed on Irish
radio said that he thought that men should
have the right to take out an injunction to
prevent their wives leaving the country to
have an abortion. Anti-abortion forces
have suggested that the recent case was a
“put-up job™ or that the girl seduced her
rapist. The only party in the Dail (parlia-
ment) that is calling for the amendment to
be repealed is the small Workers Party,
which has also called for the resignation of
the Attorney General.

Solidarity vital

It is vital therefore for feminists and acti-
vists throughout Europe and international-
ly to organize protests in support of their
Irish sisters and for the repeal of the anti-
abortion amendment. Pressure should be
put on parliamentary representatives to
make official complaints to the Irish gov-
emment on its antiquated anti-women
laws. Dutch parliamentary representatives
made an official complaint to the Irish
government that received widespread cov-
erage in the Irish media.

The widest possible protest from abroad
is needed. While the strategy of the gov-
emnment and the opposition parties seems
to be to sugarcoat the amendment enough
to take the heat out of the situation without
offending the Church, the forces of the
right can be expected to continue to broad-
en their assault on women'’s rights as soon
as the present crisis blows over.

-

.

THE government does not want another amendment, but its cowardice has
limited the options. A special protocol was inserted into the Maastricht Treaty
preventing any challenge to the anti-abortion clause from European law. Appar-
ently, this was drafted by a senator of the ruling Fianna Fail party. This fact
alone is likely to cause a lot of embarrassment as it is clear evidence of direct
interference by extreme religious bigots at the highest levels of government.
The intention was to stop the anti-abortion lobby from opposing Maastricht —
but now this protocol is having exactly the opposite effect to what was intended.
If the politicians refuse to hold a referndum to scrap Article 40.3.3 they face
their own deserved “nightmare scenario” — a campaign against the June refe-
rendum on the Maastricht Treaty— because it underwrites the ban on abortion.

If the Maastricht treaty continues with the Irish anti-abortion protocol it will be
doubly difficult to get rid of it — it will be necessary to hold a referendum to
amend the 26 county constitution andto re-negotiate the Maastricht Treaty. *

\
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A poisoned legacy

The following article, written in November 1991 , @examines
some of the consequences for women of 70 years of Stalinist
rule in what was the Soviet Union.

BARBARA SCHULTZ

DUCATION and training of

women has been comprehen-

sively guaranteed in the Soviet

Union. In 1984-85, 54% of high
school students were women, and 58% of
technical college students. For medical
and teacher training institutions the pro-
portion of women rose to 69 and 73%
respectively.

Meanwhile, 37% of magistrates, 40%
of academics but only 14% of higher
grade academics were women. However,
the profession of doctor is not highly
respected and that of teacher is actually
looked down on as a miserably paid wom-
en’s job. Women made up 80% of primary
school heads and 37% of heads of secon-
dary schools.

Women comprised 53% of the popula-
tion and 51% of the workforce of the
Soviet Union. However, as in the USA
and Western Europe, on average women
earmned only about 60-65% of what men
eamed. Thus the formal equality of educa-
tion should be approached with caution.
In the Soviet Union too women have been
concentrated in certain industries; 85% of
textile workers, 91% in commerce and
food services but only 16% in engineer-

ing.

In 1988 — and nothing has decisively
changed since then — Soja Puchova
pointed out the difficult situation faced by
women, 3.5 million of whom worked in
unhealthy conditions and four million of
whom did night work (more than the total
for men), despite the fact that legally
women can only be required to do night-
work in special cases.

Women lose jobs first

Since 1988 it has become clear that
when an enterprise adopts the profit prin-
ciple it is women who lose their jobs first,
women with children are not taken on and
the enterprise’s social amenities are cut
back, hitting women hardest.

Job cutbacks in administration are 80%
borne by women. Today (in November
1991) 77% of the unemployed in Moscow
are women. It is being considered whether
dismissals of women who are the “sole
provider” should not be forbidden.

The fact that the Soviet leadership was
aware that they had to draw women
behind perestroika was shown by the set-

ting up of women's councils in the facto-
ries. Their tasks were included in the law
on the enterprises but defined in a very
general way: “To concern themselves
with matters which affect women at work
and in everyday life.”

Without clearly defined powers, how-
ever, these councils cannot do anything.
“One acts according to the motto: beat
your wings, as long as you have the
strength, but do not dare to step over the
boundaries which nature has supposedly
set (Sowjetunion Heute, no. 3,1990).”

A particular problem, which is now at
least being brought to public attention
through readers’ letters, is that of the
most important method of birth control
— abortion. Abortion was legalized
immediately after the seizure of power by
the Bolsheviks on economic grounds
stemming from “state interests”.

At this time it was not demanded that
women bear children whose upbringing
no one could take charge of. Already, by
1923, this freedom was limited; an abor-
tion troika consisting of a doctor, a repre-
sentative of the health commissariat and a
representative of the local soviet now had
the final say on whether there were social
or medical grounds for the abortion.

Abortion again criminalized

The Stalin era marked a big step back-
wards, abortion being once again made a
criminal offence. From 1936 onwards
abortion was completely forbidden. In
1955 it was once again officially permit-
ted on medical grounds and since 1968
has been completely free. At present it is
the method of birth control.

This development of the abortion ques-
tion shows clearly that what has been at
stake is neither morality nor the welfare
of woman and child, but power over
women to put them at the disposal of sup-
posed economic imperatives and deprive
them of control over their own bodies.

Contraceptive means are not available
even in the big cities. The quality of con-
doms — the production of which has
been stepped up in connection with the
coming of AIDS — are inadequate (leaky
or too solid) and the pill is considered by
many women to be so doubtful from a
health point of view that they refuse to
use it. “The pill is a hormone preparation,

and I believe it to be harmful” is a typical
statement (Thalidomide is confused with
drugs preventing ovulation and the conse-
quences of taking thalidomide presented
as the results of the contraceptive pill).
Women use the coil as a method of pre-
vention.

Almost every woman in the ex-Soviet
Union has had an abortion, as a rule from
one to five times, in some cases as many
as 15 times. Obtained without private
expenditure it is a bloody and barbaric
operation. A quote from a reader’s letter is
characteristic: “woman is patient by
nature, and can bear any pain, but it would
be better if she did not have to suffer.”

It is now being stressed that every wom-
an has the right to anaesthetic, as is also
true for births. These take place exclusive-
ly in clinics and whether or not pain-
killers are available is (or was) in most
cases related 1o readiness to pay. From
many interviews and descriptions it can be
concluded that medical care and drugs can
be had for the right price. Women are, nat-
urally, especially bitter about this kind of
corruption.

Marriage remains norm

Although in much of the ex-Soviet
Union living together without marriage is
accepted, marriage remains the acceptable
norm, one reason often being that it is the
only way to attain independence and also
the only possibility of having a sex life.
Marriage, which is formally only a type of
registration, has a romantic component
expressed in a ceremony rescmbling a
church ceremony, with white dress, dark
suit, bouquets, music and speeches.

The bridal pair can obtain a “marriage
book” when they set the date for the mar-
riage — this entitles them to make pur-
chases in special stores, where they can
buy a kind of dowry and also marriage
garb.

Many marriages do not last long. The
divorce rate in the ex-USSR stood at 3.4
per thousand inhabitants compared to a
marriage rate of 9.3 per thousand.
Requests for dissolution mostly come
from women, often owing to the man’s
alcoholism. Often a “destroyed sex life” is
also cited as a reason.

There is virtually no sex education pro-
vided in the public education system. At
present, however, everything is up for dis-
cussion and the need for such education
openly stated. The problem of AIDS,
which is now recognized in the USSR,
speaks in favour of sex education. At the
same time pornography and prostitution
are also surfacing.

The material consequences of divorce
for women are not serious, although the
situation of single women with two or
more children is regarded as a social prob-
lem. Women have a job and their own
income. Maintenance payments are not
assured for more than a year, in extreme
cases for five years. Child care is an

S
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exceptionally difficult problem, as also is
general family support.

In families that stay together, it is the
women who assume the overwhelming
share of housework. Women perform
70% of the shopping, 80% of the cook-
ing, 64% of the washing up, 90% of the
washing and 87% of the ironing (the pre-
cise figures are from the 1960s, since
when the situation has perhaps improved

slightly).

Lack of space

Especially in the big cities, above all in
Moscow, some 20 to 25% of families are
forced to share accommodation where
they lack space. At present each person
has some 15.2 square metres of living
space (in the USA itis 40 sq. m.).

Big dwellings may accommodate two,
three or often more families. Young cou-
ples often live with their parents (in-law)
so that five or six people are sharing two
rooms and cooking and washing facilities
have to be shared with even more people.
In these circumstances even the installa-
tion of a washing machine can lead to
major conflicts since this will be an indi-
vidual and not a collective acquisition.
The journal Sowjetunion heute (“Soviet
Union Today™) calls this “a pre-divorce
situation”.

The 27th congress of the CPSU in 1986
decided that by the year 2000 every fami-

ly would have a self-contained dwelling
or their own home. Home building was to
be officially pushed along, since unex-
ploited capital could be used and one’s
own home “makes for a strong and big
family.” The tendency to put the empha-
sis on the family is here apparent.

While in the countryside the grand-
mother still often assumes a part of the
burden of child-rearing, families in the
cities depend on public institutions.

The motherhood laws in the ex-USSR
facilitated care by the mother for the first
phase of the child’s life (the father does
not appear in these laws). For the raising
of babies, the mother can have a year’s
part paid leave, which can be extended to
one and a half years with a guarantee of a
job to return to. In 1990 unpaid maternity
leave was extended to three years.

Distance of créches resented

However, in Moscow, for example, it is
particularly resented by women that
créches are usually neither near to their
homes nor their workplaces. Women,
and sometimes men, must make hour-
long journeys twice a day on over-
crowded public transport to and from the
créches. As aresult, many, especially sin-
gle women, make use of children’s
homes which turn the children into week-
end visitors.

Many women have a low opinion of
kindergartens. Mothers complain that the

children are always ill and especially suf-
fer from colds. The groups of children are
large — 25 or more.

New pre-school institutions with three
million places were envisaged for the 12th
Five-Year Plan (1986-1990).In 1983 14.4
million children had places in such institu-
tions, when in 1960 there were only 4.4
million — a rise of four times in 20 years.
With a population increase of some 5.6
million, we can estimate that there are
some 33 million children of pre-school
age, of which some 4-5 million were
being looked after at home.

That is, only about half of children find
a place in a public institution. The situa-
tion in the towns in this respect is better
than in the countryside.

In general shopping is women’s busi-
ness. Often groups are formed in the enter-
prises who send a woman during working
time to shop on a shift basis.

Queuing tripled

Queuing in the shops can be tripled as
orne 1. chooses the product; 2. pays; and 3.
takes the product, sometimes in a different
place. Shopping for a family of three
demands an hour and a half. It is easy to
understand how necessary a reliably
secure supply of the needed goods is.

The number of labour saving household
appliances seems considerable. Accord-
ing to statistics from 1983, out of 100
households, 90 had a fridge, 70 a washing
machine, 36 a vacuum cleaner, 95 a televi-
sion and 93 a radio). These appliances
often need repairs and the service sector is
very inadequate.

In order to offset the privatization of
reproductive labour (and housework), the
provision of more attractive, cheaper and
efficient servicing centres would be need-
ed. However, all public statements and
interviews make it plain that the tendency
is strongly towards the nuclear family.
The re-discovery of the family has gone
so far that it is believed that the problem
of the dismissal of workers can be solved
like this.

Tatyana Zaslavskaya, a member of the
Academy of Sciences, has said “in my
view a part of the employed women
should renounce their jobs and give priori-
ty to house work, if the incomes of their
husbands rise as planned.

“This leaves open the question of
whether women who have qualifications
will so simply be ready to leave work. It is
hard to believe that women take remarks
such as this from a woman professor of
medicine seriously: “In the end there is a
genetic difference between men and wom-
en. If men have to spend too much time in
the kitchen they will lose their masculini-
ty.”
The small difference, and its big conse-
quences, works out thus for the woman:
eight and a half hours work (with a break);
one or two hours of travelling to and from
work; an hour and a half shopping (this
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must be done every day since storage is a
problem and goods in short supply must
be hunted up daily).

On top of this should be added an hour
and a half to two hours preparation of
meals, since ready made meals are rare,
and often a further one or two hours
clothes’ care, since some children’s
clothes in particular must often be hand
washed daily because they are in such
short supply.

The woman worker with children then
needs at least another half hour to make
herself up, since one must be attractive. It
is also necessary to sleep, and, after such a
day, it is easy to understand why women
do not usually have the time for social or
political activity.

The time for this would be Saturday,
which is above all washing day. In any
case school books present the domestic
scene thus: mother gets on with the wash-
ing, cooking and cleaning, while father
watches TV and reads the paper.

Position of men protected

The laws in the ex-Soviet Union which
were passed to protect women can be seen
to be in reality laws which protect the
position of men. The legislation spared
men the discussion of their responsibility
for reproductive labour. Also here, as in a
more explicit sense under capitalism,
women have been a part of the reserve
army of labour.

The 1919 programme of the Bolsheviks
considered equality in marriage and fami-
ly law to be achieved. The next demand in
the programme is concerned with “ideo-
logical and educational work” inside the
party. The Bolsheviks demanded that in
order for “women to be freed from the
material burdens of outdated household
management, communal housing, public
restaurants, wash-houses and créches
should be set up at this time.”

Neither in ideas nor materially has
recent policy matched up to this demand.
To be sure the 12th Five-Year Plan (1986-
1990) envisaged an increase in the quanti-
ty and above all the quality of services and
the law on state enterprises of June 1987
explicitly addresses the social tasks in this
sphere. But in the centre we find the
“strengthening of the family”: “A strong
family is one of the most important bases
of society.”

At the 8th Congress of the Writers’
Union, that organization's secretary
talked in his programmatic opening
speech about the complexity of the mar-
riage problem and decided to strike a posi-
tive note: “There are also happy, to a
certain extent exemplary families welded
together by present and everlasting love.”
It is to say the least suspicious that a tale
with the title “the warmth of a cosy home™
won a prize. It is not clear whether this
reflected official views, but the title was
clearly welcome in the context.

“We must organize the practical activity

of the state institutions and social organi-
zations in such a way that they strengthen
the family and its bases... on this depends
whether dynasties of workers are rooted
far and wide, to promote good family tra-
ditions and to educate the younger gener-
ation in the experiences of their elders”
said Mikhail Gorbachev at the CPSU’s
27th party congress.

The first signs of an independent wom-
en’s organization could be seen in the
1979 samizdat publication “Women and
Russia”. This collection presented the sit-
uation of women in essays and poems
and also dealt with their situation in jail.

The work of the women involved was
obstructed by the authorities and they
either left the country or became relig-
ious. At present there are no signs of fem-
inist self-organization, although in many
regions women have founded local
groups. It is hard to see much of a real
change coming from the former official
women’s organizations, which are initiat-
ed and led from the top.

Women'’s union founded

It is true that in November 1990 a wom-
en’s union was founded in the Russian
Federation by the coming together of dif-
ferent women's committees, associations
and clubs whose aim is to protect “the
interests of women and the family” but
precisely this formulation reveals that it
is not really centrally concemed with
women'’s interests. These women also
start from the idea that the women prob-
lem should be dealt with “together with
the state and legal organs” (SU heute, 12/

90, p. 8).

Only in some cases has the work of the
women'’s councils been independent. In
Zukowski district in Moscow an initiative
for the presentation of two independent
women's candidates in elections to the
Congress of People’s Deputies was started
but seems to have come to nothing.

Similar efforts were made for the 1990
elections to local Soviets. Women in the
creative professions have for a rather long-
er period of time formed networks.

In 1989 the Lotos institute was founded
in Moscow, installed in an institute of the
Academy of Sciences in Moscow. Here
women can pursue studies of gender
issues and the daily life of women.

In Moscow, St. Petersburg and else-
where there are women'’s groups that
attempt to give psychological help to
women and do social work but there is no
developed women's self-help structure.
Feminist oriented women are trying to get
together, but they are very small in num-
ber.

In March 1991, a women’s congress
took place in Dubno which had been pre-
pared by 15 women from different organi-
zations and which was attended by some
200 women. All the women were from
Russia, including from the far east of that
country. The participants were not only
feminists but also women from the power
structures and journalists. The congress
took place under the motto: “Democracy
without women is not democracy.”

A special problem became apparent at
this congress. In Russian society, the femi-
nist movement and the lesbian movement
are not closely connected. Lesbians work
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closely together with gay men and are
more concerned with the problem of their
sexuality than specifically women'’s ques-
tions.

Propaganda against lesbians

This is based on the fact that the gay
and lesbian movements have their origins
in the Gulag and have continued to be iso-
lated. The fact that lesbians took part in
this congress almost had the result that it
did not take place at all, since it meant a
barrage of propaganda against these “sick
and anti-social subjects.”

The congress took up such themes as
“Women and the Market”, “Women as
Subject and Object of Politics”, and
“Patriarchy and Violence against Wom-
en”. The greatest interest was in economic
questions.

There is also a women's party, whose
conference was attended by 40 women
and which claims 2 to 3,000 members. An
interview with a spokeswoman in a wom-
an’s paper, brought forth a hail of corre-
spondence. This party however does not
have an official programme. The essence
of their programme is “women are better
than men” and “should follow their intui-

tion”.

Most of the new democratic or less dem-
ocratic parties show no awareness of the
need to address women'’s issues. Only in
Ukraine has a feminist from Kiev written
for a democratic party.

Feminist periodicals, which have a cer-
tain audience, are not well known, apart
from Eva which appears in Lithuania and
which presents itself as Christian feminist
— this takes up such questions as abor-
tion, the position of unmarried women or
violence against women. It is interesting
that this periodical appears in both Lithua-
nian and Russian.

At present the developing nationalism is
worrying.  Nationalism  undeniably
strengthens patriarchy. Women will be
urged to bear more children in the inter-
ests of the nation. Old, patriarchal tradi-
tions will be unearthed. This can have an
economic aspect; in Uzbekistan a factory
for the production of veils may be set up.

As in most of the countries of former
“really existing socialism” there has been
no critical reappraisal of feminist litera-
ture and discussions.

The beginnings of the women’s move-
ment were dried out by the state ordered
women’s policy, so that it is now very
hard to promote the women’s movement
as an autonomous movement.

This makes it all the more important to
defend existing rights and not to cede a
single inch of ground; only on this basis is
the defence and extension of rights possi-
ble. Economic misery will furthermore be
“coped with” at the expense of women.
This is a worldwide problem which con-
fronts us. %

OU obviously believe that
it is necessary to act on
the political level. What Is
your attitude to the
present Russian government?

In my opinion, Yeltsin's speech yester-
day at the Russian Supreme Soviet
showed that after the putsch (the failed
conservative coup in August 1991) he has
simply betrayed the people. Of course, I
am not surprised, since I have been criti-
cal of him for a long time.

My analysis is more on the psychologi-
cal than political level. Who is Yeltsin? A
former Communist, a man with totalitari-
an inclinations. I don’t want to criticize
the entire Communist movement. I am
told that in the West there are good people
in it, that the movement there is what it
should be.

But here it is linked to totalitarianism.
Yeltsin spent his whole life in it, was a
leader there. He is now close to 60, and
one can’t expect him to change complete-
ly.

Second, he suffered from that regime.
He is a decent person, with a conscience
and other good human qualities. Since he
suffered, something shifted in his head
and he realized that it was all wrong.

But the habit remains. As a clever and
wily politician — you have to give him
his due — he is capable of hypocrisy and
betrayal, and he made use of these traits
when he tried to make himself into a hero
on the crest of the popular upsurge fol-
lowing the putsch.

Frankly, I don’t believe in his sincerity.
Sure, it hurt him to be attacked by his own
party comrades. But history shows that
such individuals very quickly forget
about the people on whose shoulders they
came [0 power.

He worried me right from the start of his
activity in the Supreme Soviet of RSFSR.
If he were a politician who cared about his
people, he would have first of all done
everything possible to defend the sove-
reignty of Russia, to defend his people
from the Centre.

But look how he wavered. He constant-
ly tried to find a common language with
Gorbachev and to impose this position on
the popular movement, not considering
that a putsch could occur any day and the
people would be completely defenceless

against it.

This was clear from the logic of events,
but he is obviously playing some unclean
game.

And so I stopped trusting him as a politi-
cian. And after that came other mistakes. I
learnt of these things from information I
received in Moscow — in the provinces
we had less information about his activity
in the Supreme Soviet and about the
Supreme Soviet itself — and I could draw
conclusions and make a prognosis.

My prognosis was that since some 50%
of the Supreme Soviet of Russia is made
up nomenklatura people, we could not
expect reforms that would improve the lot
of the people. And, of course, they made
sure they passed laws that served only
their own interests, not those of the peo-
ple.

We can now see all this in practice. They
passed a law on privatization that suits the
nomenklatura strata very well. And those
so-called “democrats”, people whom until
recently we called democrats, who passed
this law, are basically individuals who
sought to make a political career for their
own private benefit on the wave of peres-
troika.

Real democrats, genuinely honest and
principled people, are very, very rare in
our political life. Indeed, it would be sur-
prising if this were not so. After all, for 70
years public life has been conducted with-
out any reference to principle or morality.

This is probably the natural evolution of
politics in our country, and my task and
that of other political activists who seek
truth and justice is to try to influence the
course of political life as best we can by
whatever means available, adhering to a
principled orientation, so lacking among
our politicians. But compared to them, we
are very few.

H You are also active in the women'’s
movement.

Yes, we have a group in Kaluga?, and |
am a member of the women’s commission
of the Social-Democratic Party.

B As a woman, what sort of social
policy would you like to see? What
are the most urgent state measures
needed by women?

The most urgent measures must be
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directed to protecting women’s living
standards.

The first and main blow of the market
reform will be directed against women.
They will be fired first.

Services are already being cut and
becoming more expensive, undermining
our ability to raise our children decently.
Look at our young girls and boys. They
are growing up like little animals who will
later rip us to pieces.

The law on privatization also hurts
women, because there are very few wom-
en economists, people who can orient
themselves well in these questions.

B Do you see any concern for wom-
en’s interests in the government?
None whatsoever.

B What Is it like for a woman to be
active in politics?

First of all, I am not a true political per-
son, since, in my view, such a person has
to be well-grounded in theory. At first, [
had a very difficult time understanding
things and only gradually did I begin to
feel more comfortable.

I recently read a book by Ivan Efremov,
Thais of Athens, about ancient Greece,
Thais said that where women are in the
position of slaves, they grow up with the
mentality of slaves, and the generation
they raise will never be bold and coura-
geous.

In other words, a society that does not
understand that woman, that is the free
woman, is the basis of everything, of the
cultural and spiritual development of the
nation, will never be able to rise above the
materialism of this world, above purely
selfish goals, animal instincts.

As a woman, it is hard for me in the
political movement, and not only because
men are for the most part merciless
toward us and don’t understand woman’s
psychology, that women tire more quick-
ly, they are more emotional.

But it is hard also because, if I have suc-
ceeded in raising myself to a higher level
of spiritual life and have a deeper grasp of
things, I can find no understanding. Peo-
ple are so mired in the worries and petti-
ness of everyday life that they simply lack
the strength to rise above it.

M Is this only in relation to women'’s
issues or more generally?
More generally, I think.

H Tell me now about the women'’s
movement in Kaluga.

Its history began with a woman’s con-
ference in the town of Dubno last March. I
was supposed to go from the party, but I
couldn’t make it.

We sent someone else, a very intelli-
gent woman, who brought back docu-
ments and told us what happened.

Even this little bit of information made
me realize that we needed a women's
movement, that we have very many prob-

lems that are specific to women who are
about to enter a market.

So our social-democratic organization
in Kaluga decided to raise these problems
at the third congress of the SPD.

The SPD’s programme had no section
on women, and we offered to help write
one. This was accepted, and now the
women'’s commission, which I helped
initiate, is in the process of writing it.

There are seven of us and today we are
meeting for the second time. The next
time we meet I will definitely invite you.

In Kaluga itself, I became acquainted
with another woman who had also been
at Dubno and had begun on her own to
organize a women's movement in our
town. She was working in the regional
soviet social welfare department.

She is from Yakutiya, and had been
put forward there as a candidate to the
Russian Supreme Soviet. She did not
make it solely because she was a woman.

Even at that time they were saying that
a woman has no place in government.

After that, she came under strong pres-
sure at work and had to leave the soviet.
She now works as a lawyer in a commer-
cial bank.

She returned from Dubno and began to
organize the women’s movement on her
own. It is extremely difficult to be a lead-
er when the movement is only beginning
to blossom. She was looking for people,
and we found each other.

The organization’s acronym is rather
original: NOZhI (knives), which stands
for Independent Organization of Wom-
en’s Initiative.

For some reason, she dislikes men very
strongly, though the situation in her own
family is quite good. She is a very deci-
sive person. It helps that she is a lawyer.
She has already helped many women
with legal advice.

Initially, her idea was to create a purely
legal defense movement. But when I told
here about the women’s commission in
our party and after we had discussed the
problem of privatization, we concluded
that it was necessary to develop a move-
ment with a broader profile that could
deal with the various dimensions of our
life.

It was only necessary to find women
who could take charge of the different
aspects. And we agreed that I would head
the trade-union section.

W What are the other directions of
NOZhlI's activity?

Besides the purely legal defense func-
tions, many questions are arising in rela-
tion to the market — dismissals, people
being cheated, thrown out of privatized
enterprises that are then taken over by co-
operatives.

I know of one shop whose employees
had worked there for 25 years. They were
fired, and the shop was given to the coop-
erative that paid the highest bribe.

The city government’s concept of pri-

vatization of the commercial network is
not to lease it to the collectives or to trans-
fer it to them completely, but to give it to
those who offer the largest sum.

Unfortunately, this is at present the most
urgent problem.

Another problem is the material situa-
tion of single mothers. These people are
now totally unprotected. There are no state
allocations, nothing.

Another area of our activity is the cultu-
ral development of women, basically edu-
cational functions.

B How many people are there in
your organization?

It already has about 40 or 50 women,
and that is quite good. So far, these are
people who come because they need some
particular kind of aid.

But we need people who can help the
organization to function. There are only
about ten of these. However, we under-
stand each other well, and I feel our work
will take off.

These are very determined people. I
have to say that women are more orga-
nized than men. Their thought is more
organized and so is their practice.

Life dictates this because you cannot
maintain a family unless your feet are
planted firmly on the ground.

And the methods that we intend to use in
our work, including strikes, picketing,
demonstrations and even hunger strikes, I
can assure you that when women take to
these methods, it will be a very serious
affair.

Remember when the soldiers’ mothers
stood in front of the Supreme Soviet of the
RSFSR and how they conducted their
struggle?

True, I was somewhat amused when
they said they would lay down on the rail-
road tracks. But they would have. This is
pure desperation.

Our problems are extremely complex.
And even though the situation is psycho-
logically very depressing, I do not get dis-
couraged because I am together with
women who share my views. ‘i’

1. The SDP, like all other parties in the ex-Soviet
Union, is a relatively small organization with at most a
few thousand members.

2. A city about five hours south of Moscow by train.
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Pushed aside

THE following article, which first appeared in Avanti, the
journal of the Gruppe Revolutionére Sozialistinnen
(supporters of the Fourth International in the former East
Germany), details the attacks being made against women’s
employment rights in the ex-German Democratic Republic.

BARBARA SCHULTZ

WE did not earn much under
Erich [Honecker]. Thus 2.95
marks an hour.” This was how a
55 year old woman from
Thiiringen demanded arise in her
retirement benefit from 500 marks.

This is the result of 40 years of working
life during which she had also raised two
children. The level of female employ-
ment in the former German Democratic
Republic was around 92%, but, as in the
rest of industrialized Europe, women
earned on average only two thirds as
much as men.

This means that unemployment benefit
and pensions are correspondingly lower.
In East as in West Germany, poverty is
female.

Women solve unemployment
problem

Moreover, it is quite clear that the aim
of allowing women’s level of participa-
tion in the labour market to fall to around
45% is to provide a solution to the unem-
ployment problem.

This in any case is what the employers
are openly saying. Since women, if they
are without a job, are not for the most part
unemployed, since they can always have
the housework to get on with, at least
until they have got over the strain of pre-
vious years, they will remain calm.

And then the mechanism already well-
known in the West goes into action: no
paid employment when childcare cannot
be provided but no childcare for those
who are not in paid employment.

This of course only applies for wom-
en’s work. Thus the proportion of unem-
ployed women is much higher than that
of men; at the end of August 61% of the
unemployed in East Germany were wom-
en, 48% in West Germany.

There are, however, far fewer opportu-
nities for women provided on the retrain-
ing schemes. The collapse of the textile
industry in East Germany has mainly hit
women, but there is no re-training project
to deal with this.

Since women, owing to the obvious
obstacles, are less mobile than men, they
cannot commute so far.

For the same reasons, as well as owing to
the nature of the job market there, women
are also less likely to try to move to the
West.

The stories of East German women
show that in the time of the GDR it was
possible for women to have children
without fully falling out of the labour
process.

Threats against abortion
rights

The right to abortion meant that women
could largely determine the number of
children they would have and when. The
present attempts to make abortion a crim-
inal offence and remove the right to abor-
tion from the basic constitutional rights
of women is also naturally part of the
attempt to trim women for the market.

When they are needed by the labour
market, provision for child care will be
made, when they are to be thrown out of
the labour market, then it is cut back; all
this is justified by the corresponding ide-
ology which explains to
women that it is good or
bad for them to look
after the children.

Anyone who has fol-
lowed West German
policies long enough
knows how this works.

That women in East
Germany are aware of
the situation they are in
is shown by the fact that
when IG Metall (the
engineering trade
union) hald its wom-
en’s conference they
could reach no agree-
ment on the banning of
night work. Women
from East Germany
vehemently defended
their right to do shift
and night work, since
otherwise they would
be made even less com-
petitive on the labour
market.

The fact that the West

German trade, banking and insurance
(HBV) union is thankful that jobs are fall-
ing outside the pay agreement, either from
above, in the sense that they are too well
paid to fall within the agreement, or, as in
the majority of cases, from below, in
unprotected jobs, which in the West in
1991 brought in 480 marks a month and in
the East 221, and which do not imply any
social security benefits, is a sign of the
danger.

Such jobs are above all the preserve of
women. An estimated 4 to 5 million jobs
are unprotected in this way.

It is urgently necessary to support the
demand of Heide Pfarr (Hesse's minister
for women and social affairs) for a com-
pulsory insurance scheme for these work-
ers.

Federal court finds
discrimination

This is underlined by the federal labour
court’s judgement of October 1991 that
found discrimination against women and
awarded to a cleaning woman continued
payment of 20% of wages in the case of
illness for six weeks.

The low proportion of women in the fed-
eral parliament means that there is likely
to be little pressure from this quarter.
Finance minister Waigel has been able to
postpone the undertaking that nursery
places will be provided for all three to six
year olds from 1993 to 1997.

Women in East Germany have already
reacted with greater reluctance to have
children; demands for sterilization are on
the rise. At the same time women’s groups
are on the retreat.

When will women finally come togeth-
er to defend themselves?
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Unification and
women’s rights

AMAT AL-ALEEM SOUSUWAH is an
active member of the Union of
Yemeni Women (UYW). She works
as an assistant at the Ministry of
Information, the highest profession-
al rank held by a woman inside the
administration.

HAT is the history of
the Union of Yemeni
Women?

The Union of Yemeni
Women was created in South Yemen, in

Aden in 1967, after the withdrawal of the
British. Parallel to this, the Association
of Yemeni Women (AYW) was created
in North Yemen in 1963. This associa-
tion, under the guidance of the Ministry
of Social Affairs, offered women courses
in literacy and vocational training in sev-
eral towns in Yemen!. Today, the UYW
is the only organization recognized in the
unified Yemen.

The political situation immediately
after unification did not favour the hold-
ing of elections inside the organization.

.....

That is why the government nominated
Aida Saied® president until the next
scheduled election. The functioning of
the UYW depends essentially on the dues
paid by its members and it is composed,
in its great majority, of illiterate women
from the popular class. Thanks to this
affiliation, they have the possibility of
improving their situation, particularly
through acquiring training.

The number one objective is fighting
illiteracy, which affects 91% of women
and 50% of men® That is why some
intellectuals have begun a campaign to
put an end to this social plague. They
write in the press, and propose literacy
courses and action plans while maintain-
ing a dialogue with the government.
What will be the results of this activity?
It is going to be necessary to proceed by
stages and take account of the different
points of view inside the UYW. Unity is
necessary to effectively defend the rights
of women as much on the economic as
on the social or cultural plane.

B What were the laws in force
before reunification, and what are
they today?

Before unification the women’s associ-
ations of the north remained subject to
the Muslim tradition in a country where
the family code dating from 1978 has
been ignored. Some positive results have
been obtained in South Yemen where the
government issued a family code in 1974
that profoundly changed the condition of
women. This was a very much more egal-
itarian law, drawing heavily on the exam-
ple of the Tunisian code.

After unification, fairly recently, a
committee was founded in Yemen whose
objective is to elaborale a general project
dealing with all questions to do with the
life of women. This committee has begun
to draw up a new family law. In my opin-

1. Nearly 200,000 women participated in these courses
in 1984/85.

2. Aida Saied is also a member of the Yemeni parlia-
ment.

3. Census of 1986/87/88.
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ion, it should not limit itself to Islamic
texts alone. This law should be construct-
ed in a very much more jurisprudential
fashion, conforming to our times .

This project, which was set up with the
help of the Minister of Justice and of
Legal Affairs, will soon be presented to
parliament. We wish to make some
changes in the status of Yemeni women
in the areas of divorce, polygamy, age of
marriage, and care of children (see fol-
lowing interview). But our problems are
not limited to laws alone. They reside
also in social reality with all its socio-
cultural differences. Beyond the impact
of the sharia (Islamic law) it is necessary
to take account of a social history domi-
nated by a tribal structure.

There is an obvious gap between laws
and social reality experienced everyday.
The constitution* envisages the principle
of equality in law of all Yemeni citizens,
without discrimination on grounds of
sex® — but it is much more difficult to
reconcile the texts with reality. We are
then confronted with problems of a his-
torical and psycho-sociological kind.
Yemeni society is undeniably a society of
customs.

B What is the status of divorce in
Yemen?

To my knowledge, there is no in depth
study on this question. There are few
divorces in our country. We demand that
it be decided by a tribunal after an exami-
nation of the family situation. We wish to
forbid unilateral divorce where the man
alone decides.

B Have Initiatives been taken to
popularize contraception and what
do men think about this?

There are some family planning cen-
tres. They exist in the principal towns but
access to them is difficult for the women
of the countryside. Many men stop their
wives from going to the centres. The rea-
sons are many: firstly, social, because a
woman who has many children enjoys a
respected status, economic because chil-
dren often help their father with work
and, obviously, religious. That said,
women can obtain the pill in the centres
or at the pharmacies, but with no social
security cover.

B What is your personal opinion on
abortion?

Religion forbids women to have abor-
tions, but it can be allowed in cases of
necessity and with the agreement of the
husband. As Yemenis and Muslims we
have a different reasoning from yours.
Abortion is an almost non-existent right
in Yemen. What counts in the popular
mentality is the medical protection given
to the women and to the child.

1 2 B Let us now turn to the question of

polygamy. Can you tell us about it?

No normal woman can accept polyga-
my. In the law which is soon to be dis-
cussed, some measures are going (o
regulate it. Polygamy is not advised by
the Koran except in cases of sterility of
the first wife. It is necessary to be aware
all the same that polygamy is less and
less common in Yemen.

B What is the place accorded to
young women in the schools and
universities?

Secular schools have now replaced the
religious schools. At the time of the Brit-
ish colonization in Aden there were
already some faculties in the south of
Yemen. Today, there is a growing inter-
est in the education of girls, particularly
in the urban areas. Many among them
finish their studies before university and
"rery few follow higher studies in San’a
(15% of women). We also do not know
the rate of participation of girls in the
schools: what is certain is that it is lower
than that of boys. This is also explained
by the fact that 50% of girls are married
at the age of 13 years.

B Is there equality of rights
between men and women at the
professional level? Is it easy for a
Yemeni woman to combine a pro-
fessional life with a family life?

Men and women receive an equal sala-
ry for an equivalent qualification. How-
ever, few women work (6%), which
makes all demands in this field difficult.
It is not easy to combine a professional
life with a family life. The principal diffi-
culty resides in the absence of public
créches.

The private créches are expensive. That
is why women have recourse to matemi-
ty leave. But this unpaid leave should in
no case suppress the rights acquired
beforehand. This problem of preservation
of rights must be shortly examined by the
Ministry of Labour.

B Do women play a significant
political role?

Political experience has been different
in the North and the South. Women won
the right to vote in 1982 in North Yemen
and in 1969 in the south. They can now
be candidates in national elections,
whether this is in the political parties, the
trade unions or in parliament where they
have 9 seats against 124 men.

RAUFA HASSAN (Dr Amatalrauf Al-
Sharki) is a woman activist, director
of an artistic centre and meeting
place for women, and President of
the Commitiee for the Revision of
Laws, newly set up in San'a. She
has been active inside the Associa-
tion of Yemeni Women (North
Yemen) and is a journalist with the

daily newspaper Al Thawra (Revolu-
tion).

B You are the president of the Com-
mittee of Revision. Can you tell us
what are the objectives of such a
committee?

This committee has been recently set
up on the initiative of men and women
with a post of president, four representa-
tives of the UYW and six members of the
Ministry of Justice and Legal Affairs. It
meets each week to elaborate a new law
on the family following unification.

To meet such an objective, we must
find a just compromise between the fami-
ly code in the south (1974) and that in the
north (1978). These two laws, the one
religious, the other secular, will be still
applied in Yemen during a two year tran-
sitional period. What will be the results
of such a compromise?

The Committee is trying to follow with
great prudence certain rules of the sharia.
What is certain is that the south could
lose certain gains, whereas the north has
the chance to make some progress. In
Yemen, one does not speak of the rights
of women but rather of the rights of the
family. Our deliberations centre around 4
points:

® Polygamy: henceforth, a man, to
remarry, must obtain the agreement of a
judge, demand the authorization of his
first then his second wife, and materially
provide for each of his wives. The first
wife, for her part, can claim a divorce.

® The age of marriage: in confor-
mance with the sharia, the minimum age
for marriage is 9 years for girls and 12
years for boys (a practice widely applied
in the north and east of the country). The
committee demands a minimum age of
18 for the two sexes.

® Divorce: it should be officially pro-
nounced by a judge at the demand of the
man or the woman.

® Childcare: according to the 1978
family code, the woman has the right to
keep her children seven years after the
divorce and five years if she remarries.
The man can then get the children back.
According to the 1974 law, the child is
entrusted to its mother until the age of 10
years if it is a boy and 15 if it is a girl.
For the committee, the judge will decide
after analysis of the material and moral
situations of the father and mother.

All these propositions will then be sub-
mitted to Parliament. %

4. In the 1963 and 1970 constitutions “women are sis-
ters of men and have rights and duties prescribed in the
Sharia and formulated in the law”. In 1991, a referen-
dum was organized on the new constitution (95% for,
5% against). It is currently half-secular, half-religious
and has 131 articles of a socio-political, economic and
cultural character.

5. According to the results of a study carried out by the
Yemeni Centre of Study and Research at San’a, there
are some discriminatory clauses which prevent women
occupying high level political and judicial functions.
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The spiral of decline

THE Uruguayan National Party government, elected in 1990, is
planning a wave of privatizations in the framework of the
country’s integration into the unified market of the Southern
Cone (Mercosur), which has already been voted for by
parliament. The left, grouped in the Broad Front (FA, Frente
Amplio), and supported by the opposition Colorado party', has
launched a signature campaign to demand the holding of a
referendum on the privatization plans. This requires gaining
the signatures of a quarter of the electorate (630,000 people)

by mid-February 1992.

After a month of campaigning, 12,000 signatures had been
collected=. International Viewpoint spoke to Ernesto Herrera, a
member of the Socialist Workers Party (PST, Uruguayan
section of the Fourth International) about the current situation

in Uruguay.

RUGUAY, like Argentina,

has experienced an unprec-

edented economic crisis

since the end of the 1980s.
What is the current situation?

The social and economic project of the
bourgeoisie is currently entirely deter-
mined by the integration into Mercosur,
which will come into force in 1995, gradu-
ally suppressing all the customs barriers
between Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil and
Paraguay. Industry, but also agriculture
and cattle farming — Uruguay is a big
meat exporter, with 14 million cattle —
are going to undergo a process of

ermnment employees have been dismissed,
the public sector remains stable in Uru-
guay — again, such dismissals have to be
approved by Parliament. Meanwhile, the
government has offered incentives equiv-
alent to one year’s salary to those who
agree to leave, but only 6% of government
workers, most of them near to retirement
age, have accepted. The majority of peo-
ple prefer to have a stable situation, even if
it involves working in bad conditions for
low pay.

Moreover, a sector of the bourgeoisie is

opposed to radical measures and wants
gradual reforms, for fear of social agita-
tion.

B This policy, even in moderate
form, could still have significant
economic and social consequences.

In fact, unemployment has grown over
the past six months and affects 120,000
people — which might seem derisory, but
the Uruguayan labour force is 1.3 million
people (out of a total population of 3 mil-
lion inhabitants). We are witnessing a
marked social deterioration, despite the
relatively “low” inflation rate (80% a
year). We do not have poverty comparable
to that of the other countries of Latin
America, but Uruguay is one of the places
where the situation has comparatively
deteriorated the most over the past 15
years.

Twenty years ago, Uruguay allocated
25% of its budget to education — illitera-
cy had totally disappeared — against 6%
today. The system of public health, on
which 2 million people depended, has
been completely destroyed; all the doctors
and nurses are trying to emigrate to the
United States or to Europe because of low
pay. In Montevideo, 70-80,000 people live
in shanty towns.

The United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America (CEPAL) has
recently published a report which has had
a considerable impact in the country;

1. In Uruguay, since independence, power has tradi-
tionally been disputed between two bourgeois forma-
tions: the Colorado (“red”) Party and the nationalist
Blanco (“white” party), currently in power.

2. In 1989, a similar campaign collected enough signa-
tures to demand a referendum against the amnesty
granted by the govemment to military figures guilty of
the violation of human rights under the dictatorship,
but the vote proved negative.

reconversion.
The Uruguayan debt has risen to

The street traders controversy

$6 billion; with Chile and Colom-
bia, it is the most punctual country
when it comes to interest pay-
ments — 27% of annual exports.
Currently, the government is sell-
ing off our gold reserves to pay the
debt.

The bourgeoisie also wants to
implement its project of “state
reform” concretely manifested by
the privatizations in the public sec-
tor. Unlike in Argentina or Brazil,
in Uruguay the project of privati-
zation has had to be approved by
parliament, which explains the
limited extent of the changes up

until now — but the plan was
finally voted through some
months ago.

For the moment, the bourgeoisie
does not enjoy a sufficiently
favourable relationship of forces
to apply its neo-liberal project in a
drastic manner, as Menem has
done in Argentina. Unlike in the
latter country, where 500,000 gov-

THE social crisis and the growth of unemployment have led an increasing number of Uru-
guayans to live from informal trade in the streets of the capital (see /V 220, January 20, 1992).
They sell primarily contraband goods originating from Brazil (food, clothes, cigarettes and so
on). The itinerant traders have become concentrated in the three commercial zones at the
centre of Montevideo. y

The FA municipality announced that it would leave nobody without work, but that it would
regulate the informal sector. It has drawn up a project which reduces the number of itinerant
traders to six per housing block in the centre (against 60 to 80 beforehand) and it has orga-
nized permanent commercial centres outside the city centre for the others, investing around
$600,000 in this.

The municipality has been under great pressure from the settled traders who are opposed
to what they see as unfair competition.

But the itinerant traders want to work in the centre, to gain more clients and so that people
can compare their prices with those of the settled traders. This has led a significant proportion
of them to resist the pressures of the municipality and return to the city centre.

They are organized by three trade unions — one controlled by the Communist Party, the
other by the traditional parties and the third by the MPP (Movement of Popular Participation).
The latter has put forward an alternative project for self-regulation of numbers and for the sit-
ing of traders, and has issued a demand for amnesty for those traders convicted of breaking
the new regulations — the mayor has rejected these two proposals.

To enforce its regulations, the municipality has appealed to the police, who arrive in lorries,
overturn or steal goods, and arrest the traders. Since the installation of the civilian govern-
ment in 1985, this has been the social conflict which has led to the greatest number of arrests.

This recourse to repression has led to a big debate inside the FA; the MPP is violently

opposed and defends the right of all to earn a living. %
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because of poor nourishment, 50% of chil-
dren of school age are undersized and will
have diminished learning abilities. In our
country, we thought these phenomena
were reserved for Central America, Boliv-
ia or Ecuador.

H Is there opposition to the govern-
ment’s privatization measures?

The FA, the alliance of all the forces of
the left, voted against the “reform of the
state” in parliament. On the other hand, all
the parliamentary groups voted for the
Mercosur integration, except for two dep-
uties from the Movement of Popular Par-
ticipation (MPP), one of the components
of the FA.

The FA is divided into 3 blocs: one is led
by the Communist Party; another by the
Uruguayan Socialist Party — which is not
affiliated to the Second International; the
third, the MPP, groups the radical and rev-
olutionary left — the Tupamaros National
Liberation Movement (MLN), the Party
of the Victory of the People (PVP), the
Socialist Workers Party (PST), the East-
ern Revolutionary Movement(MRO) and
some independents.

The FA gained 400,000 votes in the last
elections in 1990, or 22% of the total vote,
and won the municipality of Montevideo.
The MPP had 50,000 votes. The FA put
forward single candidates for the presi-
dency, vice-presidency and municipali-
ties, but each bloc had its own lists for the
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies.

H How does the FA administer the
Montevideo municipality?

The FA won the municipality of the cap-
ital with 35% of the votes’. The mayor,
Tabaré Vasquez, is on the central commit-
tee of the Socialist Party. The people had
many hopes in this new administration
and expected serious social measures —
above all in the areas of transport, health
and housing — and a development of pop-
ular participation.

Today, after two years in power, the
administration remains popular, although
it has not achieved very much in the social
field. The most popular measure has been
the subsidizing of private transport enter-
prises to keep the price of tickets down.
Practically nothing has been done so far as
housing is concerned. Popular participa-
tion and the development of self-
organization have absolutely not been
encouraged.

This “prudent” municipal administra-
tion on the part of the reformist sectors of
the FA (no confrontation with private
enterprise or the central government, “pol-
itics for all the citizens™) is meant to show
that this political formation is capable of
governing in a healthy manner and of pre-
serving order: the town hall of Montevi-
deo is a shop window for the 1994
elections.

The FA administration has deliberately
chosen not to use its control of the munici-
pality as a centre for resistance to the neo-

liberal project of the central government.
It wishes to approach 1994 with a stable
social climate.

The FA has led a big campaign against
corruption. The favourite slogan of the
Montevideo municipality is that politics
and ethics must go hand in hand. It has
succeeded in leading an open “administra-
tion”, something which is recognized by
the people. From an economic point of
view, the FA proposes an alternative pro-
ject. But if it comes into government in
1994, it is going to have to run the country
in the framework of the Mercosur eco-
nomic union and with a well-advanced
project of privatization and state reform,
which it will be very difficult to reverse.

B Does the Communist Party, the
biggest party in the FA (it won 50%
of the votes of this coalition by
itself) still represent an important
force?

It is almost certainly on the point of
breaking up. The Uruguayan CP was one
of the biggest in Latin America, but the
crisis in Eastern Europe and the fall of the
Berlin Wall have profoundly shaken it.
Today, it is divided between an orthodox
sector, which is in the minority, and a
“renewer” sector, which proposes to
create a “democratic socialist party” with
the Socialist Party.

Its crisis is very sharp in terms of mili-
tants, finances and apparatus. The rela-
tions between the different components of
the FA are very tense because the domi-
nant reformist sector (PC and PS) wants to
come to power in 1994 under the theme of
“government for all”. Its members hope to
develop a policy of broad alliances, which
requires a watering down of political pro-
gramme.

The revolutionary pole, centred in the
MPP, is not in agreement with the man-
agement of the Montevideo municipality.

The confrontations with regard to the
regulation of the itinerant traders (see
box) and the divergences on the Mercosur
have allowed certain sectors of the FA to
present the MPP as an obstacle to their
electoralist, reformist and gradual strate-
gy. Some even want the FA to get rid of
the radical groups.

M Is a split of this type likely in the
FA before the 1994 elections?

No, because there is not a sufficient rela-
tion of forces inside the FA. During the
last congress of the FA, in August 1991,
the MPP obtained nearly 30% of the dele-
gates, arguing that the accumulation of
forces would be achieved through a con-
frontation with the neo-liberal project of
the government.

B What about the trade union move-
ment?

It is going through a very deep crisis, a
fall in membership, and is experiencing
numerous organizational problems. 1
believe however that this is still one of the

rare countries in Latin America where the
single trade union federation, the National
Confederation of Labour (CNT, con-
trolled by the “renewer” sector of the CP
and the Socialist Party) retains a big capac-
ity for mobilization. Thus, in December
1991, a general strike of 36 hours — the
fifth organized against this government —
paralyzed practically all the sectors. This
was in solidarity with the dockers strike
against the privatization of the porl of
Montevideo, which lasted 20 days.

Recently, the biggest tyre factory in the
country, which employs around 2,000
workers, wanted to close down and dis-
miss all its workers; following a strike, it
reopened under workers control.

The deepening of the economic crisis
has led to the development of popular
urban movements; parallel with the con-
flict over itinerant traders in Montevideo,
there were occupations of municipal land
and of empty houses belonging to the big
landowners. Traditionally in Uruguay
social movements were closely tied to
political organizations, but today this
mould is beginning to be broken.

Movements for housing, water, electrici-
ty, against the high cost of living and
mobilizations of women in the popular
neighbourhoods are mushrooming, unlike
the preceding period where the backbone
of the popular movement was formed by
the trade unions. The new sectors which
are beginning to organize themselves (itin-
erant traders, youth, women) are not con-
trolled by the bureaucratic apparatuses of
the CP and the SP; they form, rather, the
social base of the MPP.

M In this context, what is the strate-
gy of the MPP?

The MPP bases itself on the 1971 pro-
gramme of the FA, which affirmed its
democratic, popular and anti-imperialist
nature and defended a policy of a break
with the state and the dominant class. It
follows a policy of fighting to win the
leadership inside the FA. The MPP recog-
nizes that the workers movement is on the
defensive faced with the ideological offen-
sive of the bourgeoisie, but it thinks that it
is necessary to continue to take initiatives
of confrontation with the latter. The
debates revolve primarily around the best
manner of accumulating forces, and on
what policy to adopt in relation to the
municipality.

The last plenum of the FA decided that
the next national central campaign, start-
ing from March 1992, will be the collec-
tion of signatures to launch a referendum
of popular initiative against the privatiza-
tion plans adopted by parliament. %

3. Uruguay is a country which is 80% urban — half of
its population lives in Montevideo. Qutside of the
plains devoted to cattle ranching, there are few peas-
ants. There are small agricultural producers in the belt
around Montevideo and in the north-east of the coun-
try, at the frontier with Brazil, where sugar cane and
rce are grown.
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RTICLE 27 of the Mexican

constitution synthesized the

nature of the Mexican Revolu-

tion and the regime that issued
from it. On one hand it reflected the
destruction of the state apparatus of the
former dictator Porfirio Diaz and the
depth of the peasant struggle for the land,
while on the other hand it reflected the
debate that took place after the military
and political defeat of the peasant armies
of Zapata and Villa.

The victorious generals understood that
it was necessary to establish a social pact
in order to seal and bring to a close the
revolution. This pact was codified in arti-
cle 27 of the constituent congress. The
article instituted an agrarian reform based
on the idea that all the soil and subsoil of
the country is the property of the nation
put at the disposal of the peasants.

The article summed up the contradictory
character of the Mexican revolution:
though the peasant armies had destroyed
the bourgeois state of Porforio Diaz, they
were not capable of erecting a new state
on its ruins. This is why it was possible for
a group of petty-bourgeois military fig-
ures to rebuild the bourgeois state. How-
ever, they were forced to recognize
certain demands of the peasantry and to
enter into a social pact that recognized a
series of these peasant demands. Thus
article 27 and, to a lesser extent, constitu-
tional articles 3 and 124, reflect the unin-
terrupted character of the revolution of
1910-1917.2

Salinas de Gortari's proposed reforms
attempt to end this social pact. They
amount to a settling of accounts with the
Mexican revolution, its ideology and its
popular aspects as well as its aspects of
false consciousness. By questioning ejidal
property and promoting the reconcentra-

Free trade and the

land

THE government of Salinas de Gortari has recently
undertaken one of its most spectacular measures:
the reform of article 27 of the Mexican constitution.
These measures will certainly lead to a radical
restructuring of Mexican agriculture and will have a
dramatic impact on property relations in the
countryside, particularly the ejidos.! This takes
place in the framework of a larger reform of the state
which involves widespread privatizations as well as
the free-trade act with the United States.

SERGIO RODRIGUEZ*

tion of landed property the government
seeks to advance its programme of capi-
talist reconstruction in the countryside.
These reforms are a necessity from the
point of view of the interests of capital
and the economic projects underway in
Mexico today, and especially for the free
trade agreement.

The most significant elements of Sali-
nas’ reforms can be rapidly summarized
here. On one hand the ejidal property
becomes constitutional. On the other
hand, the stipulation preventing the ejidi-
os from. being expropriated, rented or
sold is now threatened. The government
has also announced the revision and the
resolution of agrarian conflicts (under the
presidency of de la Madrid the large land-
ed owners had been favored over the
peasants through the law of agrarian pro-
tection) concerning an estimated 42,000
requests for land.

The government claims that there is no
more land to be distributed. Consequent-
ly, the misnamed small holdings (small
holdings can be as much as 100 hectares,
though for decades peasants demanded
that it be limited to 30 hectares) as well as
the latifundia system will not be touched.

Agrarian commercial firms

On the other hand, there is now a possi-
bility that agrarian commercial firms of
up to 2,500 hectares can now be formed.
And to top off this “modemizing” project
it is proposed that private international
capital can participate in mercantile
firms. This would in practice mark a
break with the principal that “all the soil
and subsoil belongs to the nation” and
would sooner or later lead to a discussion
about denationalizing the oil industry.

Almost simultaneously with these pro-

posals the government announced ten
measures to revitalize the Mexican coun-
tryside. These take up some old peasant
demands as well as involving huge invest-
ments in the countryside. As far as these
measures are concerned, the most impor-
tant concerns the repudiation of the carte-
ras vencidas (debt contracted by
peasants). This was welcomed with much
fanfare by the sectors tied to the state. But
in reality these measures are indispensa-
ble for the development of capitalism in
the countryside because the peasant debt
has inhibited increased productivity of
agricultural labor.

The government is therefore not engag-
ing in charity. Worse yet, it is taking
advantage of the cancelling of the debts in
order to reap political dividends. It trans-
fered the peasant debt to an organism
called the National Program of Solidarity
(PRONASOL) — its key tool for social
control over the population and assuring
electoral support for the ruling Institution-
al Revolutionary Party (PRI). In the final
analysis only a small part of what the gov-
emment saved in terms of social spending
was transferred to the PRONASAL. This
is tantamount to playing with the hunger
and misery of the Mexican people. In oth-
er words, PRONASAL is a government
mechanism that attempts to avoid any true

* Sergio Rodriguez is a leader of the Revolutionary
Workers Party (PRT — Mexican section of the Fourth
International).

1. The gjidos are parcels of state land handed over for
individual and collective usufruct to the peasants in
1920. The state has done everything to ensure that
these latter work the land individually. Almost half of
Mexican territory is covered by the gjidos.

2. Anticle 3 of the constitution says that primary educa-
tion must be non-religious, free and compulsory. Arti-
cle 123 sets out the basic framework of the country’s
labour relations.

3. President Lazaro Cardenas nationalized oil in 1940.
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social representation and at the same time
reinforces the “presidential” and dictatori-
al character of the regime.

It is interesting to examine the source of
the funds to be allocated to rural invest-
ments. The renegotiation of the Mexican
foreign debt has given the government a
respite. Though the government was
unable to attain its initial objective of low-
ering payments on the service of its debt
to 2% of its internal GDP — in 1991 it
paid 10 billion dollars — Salinas was,
however, able to save nearly $1,600,000
million through negotiations and had
reduced the principal debt from 102 to 83
billion dollars.

Moreover the Gulf War increased the
price of oil, signifying increased income
for Mexico. But it was the sale of national-
ized enterprises that resulted in an income
of billions and billions of dollars. The pro-
cess of privatization during Salinas’ man-
date amounts to a qualitative change.

Selling the family silver

While the preceding government was
able to sell off relatively important enter-
prises, the Salinas regime has sold the
most important and profitable ones.
Among these have been the selling off the
Mexican telephone company (which
brought in $3,200,000 million), the privat-
ization of the nationalized bank, and the
sale of nearly all of the steel mills. All this
bolstered the state coffers by almost 20
billion dollars and constitutes a record
reserve of 16 billion dollars.

All of this money that has come from
privatizations has been earmarked for a
“contingency” fund which the govern-
ment claims will be saved for difficult
times in the future. It is out of these funds
that PRONASOL is funded and from
there that the peasant debt is “paid off”. In
other words, a small part of the income
received from the squandering of the
nation's resources was used to “pay off”
the peasant debt which was the failed
product of an agrarian policy that sunk
millions of Mexicans into hunger and mis-
ery.

In its presentation of its plan for the
reform of the constitution, the government
began with a long introduction reinterpret-
ing Mexican history from the period prior
to the Spanish invasion through Tenoch-
titlan to the present. It is an attempt to
expropriate the national historical con-

-sciousness and to expunge from it all ref-

erences to social clashes. But the
fundamental objective of this ideological
reinterpretation is to rewrite the history of
the period of the presidency of Lazar Car-
denas between 1936 and 1940.

This was the period of the expropriation
of the oil industry, the nationalization of
the railroads, the support (including the
sending of arms) to the Spanish republic
and the granting of asylum to Leon Trot-
sky. It was also under Cardenas that the

—

W

The Mexican revolution A

THE Mexican revolution broke out on November 20, 1910. Two essential fac-
tors lay at the root of the 20th century's first social revolution: the attempts gf
dictator Porfirio Diaz to prolong his 34 years of rule, in spite of the election vic-
tory of Francisco Madero; and the opposition of the peasantry to government
measures aimed at “modernizing” the countryside and putting an end to com-
munal land ownership — one of the rare features of Aztec society respected by
the Spaniards from the time of the conquest.

Finally Porfirio Diaz was forced into exile and Francisco Madero was elected
president in new elections. Contrary to the hopes of the population, Madero
continued the “liberal project” in the countryside; and thus began 11 years of
peasant struggles for land. Led by Emiliano Zapata and in support of the so-

called Ayala Plan, these struggles reached their height in December 1914

when armed peasants following Zapata and Francisco Villa took control of

Mexico City.

Lacking an overall social project beyond the demands relating to land, Zapa-
ta and Villa were unable of offering a credible and viable project to the different
sectors of Mexican society — notably the working class, which was under
strong anarchist influence — and they finished by returning to their regions of
origin, Morelos and Chihuahua, which permitted the federal army to regroup
and later defeat them.

Profiting from this situation, Venustiano Carranza, the new figurehead of the
bourgeoisie, convoked a congress at Queretaro which promulgated the 1917
constitution, one of the most progressive of the epoch, which recognized the

right of workers to organize, reduced the power of the state and, above all, pro-
vided land for the peasants.

After the killing of Zapata and Villa, a long period of internal struggle between
different factions of the bourgeoisie began, lasting from 1920 to 1934 (Carran-
za was defeated by Alvaro Obregon, who was in turn replaced by Plutarco Eli-

as Calles; Obregon won new elections but was assassinated before he could
take office)

This period ended with the conclusion of a kind of political pact which put a
full stop to the revolution and with the foundation of the National Revolutionary
Party (PRN) fore-runner of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). The
PRN, it could be said, succeeded in “channeling” the various bourgeois poli-
cies, while permitting the “peace” and “stability” that have been the main char-
acteristics of more than 60 years of “perfect dictatorship” by the “government
born of the Mexican revolution” as the writer Vargas Llosa has put it. — Agus-
tin De la Pefia %

o

semi-corporatist domination over the
population was put into place inaugurat-
ing the basis of the antidemocratic and
dictatorial Mexican system that the Peru-
vian writer Mario Vargas Llosa has cor-
rectly defined as “the perfect
dictatorship”.

Today, the principal target of the cur-
rent government team is Cardenism. The
reasons are clear. Cardenism represented
a means by which a part of the govern-
ment bureaucracy sought to take advan-
tage of the international situation to build
a nation independent of the whims of
imperialism.

The Cardenist project was not a social-
ist one, but rather a project to develop a
type of state capitalism that would favor
the formation of a strong national bour-
geoisie. Cardenism therefore launched
the industrialization of the country
(through import substitution policies),
revitalized the agricultural sector with a
large agrarian distribution (with an infu-
sion of state credits and ambitious irriga-
tion projects), ad built a nationalized
industrial infrastructure to service these

projects.

The current reforms of Salinas are in
practice the antithesis of all this. But the
reforms of both Cardenas and Salinas
were both anchored in the same political
structure. Both claimed to be the legiti-
mate heirs of the Mexican revolution.
This is why Salinas tries to present his
reforms as “anti-Cardinista” but “pro-
Zapatista”.

Some writers have sought to identify
Cardenas’ projects with socialism and
even socialist policies on agriculture with
Stalinist forced collectivization. Trotsky's
analysis of the Cardenista agrarian
reforms are quite useful in this regard and
are worth quoting at length. “This part of
the program (Mexico's second six year
plan) the most important part for Mexican
life (the agrarian reform), is based not on
an analysis of the needs of the country, but
rather on some general formula borrowed
from the vocabulary of the USSR and
very badly adapted to national realities. . .

“What is the main question in Mexico
today? Agrarian reform, or the democratic
agrarian revolution ; that is, the life of the
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peasants is characterized by a massive
accumulation of the holdovers of feudal
property reforms and the relations and tra-
ditions of slavery. It is necessary to coura-
geously and definitively liquidate these
holdovers from medieval barbarism with
the aid of the peasants themselves. The
large parasitic or semi-parasitic landed
proprictors, the economic and political
domination of the landowners over the
peasants, forced agricultural labor, the
quasi-patriarchal sharecropping system,
which is fundamentally equivalent

to slavery — these are the things

that must be definitively liquidated

in the shortest possible time.

“Now, the program does not even
call for the completion of this task, TIE RRA
which is essential to the democratic > Y
revolution, within the next six years; LIBERTAD

but at the same time it does call for
the complete collectivization of the
common lands in the same period of
time. This is a complete inconsisten-
cy, which can lead to the most dire
consequences, economic, social,
and political... Collectivizing ignor-
ance and misery by means of state
compulsion would not mean
advancing agriculture, but rather
would inevitably lead to forcing the
peasants into the camp of reaction...
Imitating these methods (those of
the Stalinist bureaucracy in the
USSR) would mean heading for dis-
aster. It is necessary to complete the
democratic revolution by giving the
land, all the land, to the peasants.

“On the basis of this established
conquest the peasants must be given
an unlimited period to reflect, com-
pare, experiment with different
methods of agriculture. They must
be aided, technically and financial-
ly, but not compelled. In short, it is
necessary to finish the work of Emil-
iano Zapata and not to superimpose on
him the methods of Joseph Stalin... If
methods of compulsion are used, this will
only produce collectives that exist at state
expense, while lowering the general level
of agriculture and impoverishing the
country.” (Leon Trotsky, “On Mexico's
Second Six Year Plan” in Writings of
Leon Trotsky pp. 221-228, Pathfinder
Press, New York).

In fact, Cardenas' agrarian reform result-
ed in an enormous corporative bureaucrat-
ic web that subjected the peasant
organizations to the vagaries of the vari-
ous governments. In this way a formida-
ble cycle of peasant struggles was ended
as the political independence of peasant
organizations was subordinated to govern-
ment forces and a profoundly unproduc-
tive agrarian system was put into place. In
practice, the Mexican government priori-
tized control over productivity.

Today, Salinas de Gortari and his aco-
lytes try to lay the blame for all of the
problems of the country on the Cardenas
regime and by analogy on all those who

defend socialism. At least one pro-Salinas
writer has sought to lump the ideas of
Marx, Lenin, Stalin, and Cardenas togeth-
er in opposition to those of Bakunin, Kro-
potkin, Makhno, Zapata and Salinas de
Gortari.

Unfortunately, the demagogic discourse
of Salinas has begun to register certain
results. Salinas de Gortari presents him-
selff as an uncompromising warrior
against unproductive populist corpora-
tism, the defender of peasant freedom

2. Riverq

against collectivism, proposing to devel-
op peasant individualism, and ending the
old corporatist organizations that con-
trolled the peasantry. He claims to favor
the emergence of a new layer of peasant
leaders that will no longer:be character-
ized by their being members. or not of the
PRI, but rather their capacity to lead pro-
ductive organizations.

Liquidation of ejidos

What are the key elements of these
reforms? Recently, the ministers of
Finance and Agriculture Pedro Haspe and
Carlos Hank (one of the largest landown-
ers in the country) sent a letter to the
World Bank (WB). They took up the sug-
gestions of the WB and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) made in 1987 con-
cerning the liquidation of the ejidos as a
condition for the granting of credits for
rural development.

In this letter they announced the end of
state paternalism, claiming that Mexican
agriculture would henceforth function

without any subsidies whatsoever. This
proves that the reforms of article 27 of the
constitution were closely tied to the Free
Trade Agreement. Salinas needed to have
his privatization proposals ratified before
his trip to the United States in December
1991.

His modifications sought to capitalize
the countryside by transforming the eji-
dos, moving towards privatizations and
therefore perfecting the superexploitation
of agrarian labor. In 1990 Mexico had to
import $4.7 billion worth of food in
spite of a record corn harvest. This
reveals a deliberate policy of the
government that consists of allow-
ing agricultural production to drop,
creating the conditions of poverty
that would allow capital to go on
the offensive. Some figures are
quite revealing. State investments
for the development of agriculture
fell by 70% between 1981 and
1989. The agricultural credits allot-
ted by the development bank were
reduced by 55.3%. Per capita pro-
duction for the ten principal crops
in 1988 were 33.5% lower in 1988
than they were in 1981. Between
1982 and 1988 agricultural prices
fell by 34.6% in relation to prices in
general. Fertilizer prices fell by
48.7%. All this means that the
exchange mechanisms between
town and country deteriorated at the
expense of the countryside.

But the fundamental aim of the
Salinas reforms is to change the
forms of property in the country-
side. According to the National
Institute of Statistics (INEGI) there
were 28,058 ejidos and communi-
ties in 1988 with 3,070,058 peas-
ants on 95,108,066 hectares,
making up 48.6% of the national
territory. The government cannot
permit this to continue and the logic of
Salinas’ plan is a privatization of this. The
key element in the plan concerning this
question is to sell or rent the individual
plots of ejido land. This involves
25,388,413 hectares, or 27% of ejido land,
which is 13% of the national territory.
These figures are even higher if we look at
the question from the point of view of pro-
duction, for in the collective part of the
ejido there are lands where the institutions
of the peasant community are located,
such as schools, churches, municipal
facilities, clinics, and so on. The collec-
tive lands constitute a smaller percentage
from the productive point of view and the
individual plots are more significant. It is
the latter which will be shared out to the
commercial firms.

Foreign investors can participate here,
as well as the new agricultural capitalists
and certain rich peasants who are becom-
ing capitalists. Though it is said that
nobody would sell off their patrimony,
this is not true given the generalized pov-
erty of these peasants without resources.
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We are confronted with an ultra reac-
tionary plan to privatize society which at
the same time seeks to take advantage of
the economic situation to propose “‘solu-
tions” to old problems (like the peasant
debt) in exchange for the acceptance of
the privatization of the countryside. Of
course at the same time the government
reinforces its new corporatist project
around PRONASOL.

Landed property is put on the market in
an attempt at redistribution that will allow
it to be concentrated into large capitalist
holdings. This amounts to a new phase in
separating producers from the means of
production. These developments are
always accompanied by violence and
bloodshed.

The peasant movement is experiencing
a crisis. After several years of radicaliza-
tion, maturation and accumulated experi-
ences, we are today experiencing the
worst offensive of the government against
the independent peasant organizations.
This is a different and more dangerous
offensive than the traditional repressive
policies. Not only because repression will
be used but but because the policies of
cooption are being successful. These
cooption tactics serve the goal of agrarian
capitalist restructuring. As in all bour-
geois plans this one attempts to integrate
and reinforce the most productive sectors
and allow the rest to wallow in misery.

Divisions in peasant
movement

These policies have already succeeded
in provoking division in a good part of the
peasant movement. The Permanent Agrar-
ian Council (CAP) played a big role in
this. The CAP was used by the govern-
ment for two functions. In the first place
the government needed a new organism as
the old structures of control of the PRI
over the countryside were exhausted. In
the second place it needed to put into
place an agrarian counter-reform that
involved not only peasant organizaiions
tied to the PRI, but those outside of it.

The inclusion of independent forces
into the CAP was not a mistake. They
were there to the degree that the majority
of organized peasants are in the CAP. The
problem is that in the context of this plan
the independent forces did not represent a
radicalization and consciousness within
the CAP. In practice these forces play the
role of privileged interlocutors of Salinas
and have increasingly identified with his
plan.

An important organization like the Gen-
eral Popular Peasant and Worker Union
(UGQCP), initially set up primarily by the
Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT —
Mexican section of the Fourth Internation-
al), could have been a basis for the reor-
ganization of the peasant movement in the
direction of a majority organization inde-
pendent not only of the PRI but of Salinas
as well. In this sense it missed an historic

.
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opportunity. Its general secretary, Marga-
rito Montes, has not only supported the
president's line, but has become one of the
leading propagandists for Salinas’ poli-
cies (as a result of this Montes’ resigna-
tion was unanimously accepted by the
PRT's central committee).

There is much division in the peasant
ranks as a result of which the president's
hand has been greatly strengthened. There
have been however, some reactions, such
as a march on Mexico city of some 8,000
peasants organized by the National Peas-
ant Resistance Movement (MOMARCA),
which was established by rank and file
members opposed to the support given to
Salinas by some of their leaders. But these
are minor developments compared with
the constitutional changes concerning
agriculture and its effects on the peasant-

These changes amount to a substantial
altering of the balance of forces between
the masses and the state. It must be
remembered that the balance of forces
that existed before was established under
the Cardenas regime and had been quite
effective in forging a social pact that last-
ed for decades. Thanks to this pact the
state was able to enjoy social peace and
order for an extended period. These poli-
cies and the way they evolved sacrificed
productivity for stability. It was precisely
this stability that guaranteed growing
GDP rates in spite of the low productivity
of labor, which was a function of the low
wages and super-exploitation of the pea-
santry who became, de facto, state
employees.

This all came to an end when the state
no longer had the resources to subsidize
the low productivity of labor. A system
like that of Mexico could not solve its
problems by expanding democratic space
in order to increase productivity. Rather,
it chose to allow the full brunt of the crisis
to fall on the workers in order to later
restructure production and raise produc-
tivity with compulsory methods. But the
old structures were an obstacle to this.

The state therefore tried to dismantle the
old organizations from above, using a
“democratic” discourse that misled those
who, desperate to destroy the old corpora-
tism, found Salinas' measures positive.

The government seeks to establish a
new long term social consensus. But this
time it will not be between the social
organizations and the state but rather
through the weakening and crushing of
the social organizations. There will be
attacks against any organization that is
even remotely collective. This amounts to
a historical turning point: the government
is trying to end the Mexican revolution in
the interests of capital. It is not trying, as
some have held, to finish the work of Zap-
ata (which, according to this logic, had
been “distorted” by Cardenas), but rather,
to put an end to the vestiges of Zapatismo
and promote the interests of agro-business
by selling off the land that the 1910-1917
revolution considered as the property of
the nation.

As always the modernizers think that all
is settled and under control. But they fail
to take into account the consciousness of
the Mexican people. This reform will not
only not result in the desired stability, but
will, on the contrary, lead to new peasant
struggles. The dictator Porfirio Diaz used
to say that it was necessary to avoid upset-
ting the tiger that is the Mexican peasant-
ry. Salinas has done just that, with the
help of a series of ex-militants of the left
who have passed over to the camp of the
state.

But the gains of the state will appear
much weaker as the process of reconcen-
trating the land deepens, when a good part
of the Mexican peasantry are transformed
into day laborers at hunger wages, and
when the latifundia system is revived.
Then it will be clear that Salinas should
have followed the advice of his “illustri-
ous” predecessor and not disturbed the
tiger. When that happens the validity of
Trotsky's opinion that “the next Mexican
revolution must continue where Zapata
left off” will be clearer than ever. %
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“Shock therapy”
comes to Russia

WHILE the Polish “shock therapists”, faced with an
increasingly cranky patient who threatens to rebel against the
continued, and apparently futile, infliction of pain, have
decided to moderate their treatment:, their Russian
colleagues, seemingly oblivious to the depressing experience
of their Slavic brothers to the west, began on January 2 to
subject their own population to the same cruel course of
treatment. Left with little option, the other republics of the

former Union followed suit.

DAVID MANDEL

HE Russian reform adheres

closely to the now familiar neo-

liberal formula promoted by the

IMF and posed as a condition for
its aid. Its guiding logic is to allow the
market full sway in determining the allo-
cation of resources and goods in the econ-
omy.

This requires the restoration of a free,
capitalist market, including a currency
that can play an active role in the econo-
my and that is convertible. Accordingly,
prices are freed and allowed to rise until a
market equilibrium is reached. This
occurs at a level that reduces the mass of
population to poverty, making all but the
most basic goods inaccessible. On the
other hand, the expectation is that short-
ages and lines will disappear.

At the same time, subsidies to enterpris-
es are cut and credit tightened, forcing
inefficient producers to reduce costs,
including labour costs, and, hopefully, to
restructure, or else face bankruptcy and
closure. To further balance the state bud-
get, a central part of the programme, and
fight inflation, government spending on
social programmes is reduced, taxes
increased, and wage rises to employees
on the state payroll restrained.

In the former Soviet Union, military
procurement, hitherto a massive part of
production, is also to be drastically
reduced. All this, of course, means mas-
sive unemployment, but this is viewed as
inevitable if labour resources are to be
freed to find their most rational applica-
tion — as determined by the market.
Besides it makes people work better
when they do have a job.

Property relations are transformed
through rapid privatization of the state
sector. Private ownership is considered
the only basis for an efficient incentive
system. Privatization is also seen as a

means to de-monopolize the economy
and help fill the state coffers. Finally,
the economy is opened rapidly to the
world market, which will subject it to
market prices and incentive structures.
The hope is to rapidly expand exports in
order to earn badly needed foreign
exchange and bolster the ruble.

First round of price rises

These are the basic elements of the
Russian government’s reform that began
on January 2 with the partial freeing of
prices — limits were retained on metals,
energy and other resources as well as
some services, while retail prices on a
series of basic consumer goods (includ-
ing vodka) were limited to a 25% mark-
up over wholesale prices charged by the
producers. However, the government
has announced that most of the remain-
ing controlled prices will be freed by the
end of April with the exceptions of med-
icine, baby food, communal services and
mass (ransport.

Privatization is to begin on a large
scale very soon and is expected to earn
the state treasury 92 billion rubles in
1992, putting 20-25% of the state’s
property in private hands.

In the first year, it will predominantly
affect the service sector (60 to 70% will
be privatized in 1992) and small enter-
prises.

But the chairman of the State Commit-
tee on Property has said: “We will priva-
tize everything that can be privatized”
excluding only “underground resources,
nature reserves and military property.”?
Collective ownership, favoured by the
movement of work collective councils,
has been rejected.

But to mute worker resistance, the
government is offering work collectives

25% of the shares in their enterprises free
of charge and another optional 10% at a
discount. However, these are to be held
individually, not collectively. The work-
ers will also receive 10% of the wholesale
price. Under this scheme — and this is
the major consideration — the work col-
lectives will not be able to exert real pow-
er in the privatized enterprises.

In the next few months, the government
plans to launch a major agrarian reform,
forcing the dissolution of thousands of
collective farms that are in debt and can-
not show a profit. These will be re-
organized as joint-stock companies, coop-
eratives or private farms. It is not clear
how much say in this the farm employees
will have. In any case, the plan is to elim-
inate all of the 25,000 state and collective
farms in Russia by the beginning of 1993.

Besides the expected income from pri-
vatization, the state budget is to be bol-
stered by increasing tax revenues, which
fell drastically in 1991. These include an
income tax with a minimum 60% rate, a
28% VAT (later reduced to 18% for
catering establishments), 32% profit tax,
a 45% tax on profits for mediatory servic-
es (the ubiquitous and sundry exchanges).
Taxes are to absorb 40% of the GNP (as
compared to 20 to 22% in 1991 and 50%
in 1990 in the former Soviet Union).?

Massive unempoyment
approaching

It is not clear to what extent the subsi-
dies to enterprises have already been
eliminated but the process is underway,
and massive unemployment, which has so
far hit mainly people with higher educa-
tion, and women above all, is not far off.
According to the Ministry of Labour,
unemployment could rise from seven or
eight million (10 to 12% with 70% of
these women) by the fall from its current
level on one and a half million. Cuts in
military procurement, up to 85% this year
according to one announcement, have
already brought some shops in military
factories to a standstill. In some areas,
like the Moscow region and the Urals,
military enterprises account for nearly
60% of employment.*

The government's social policy is to
support the “neediest and least protected”
elements in society, but otherwise to keep
wage rises down to avoid hyperinflation.
Pensions, stipends, and other allocations,
as well as the minimum wage, were
raised on the eve of the reform (remain-
ing well below the poverty, or even sub-
sistence, levels, one third of the minimum

1. See for example, D, Warszawski; “La Pologne veut
changer de cap”, Le Monde Diplomatique, February
1992, p.3. ;

2. Interfax, February 7, 1992, in Daily Report on Cen-
tral Eurasia (DROE), February 11, 1992, p. 49.

3. V. Capelik, “Yeltsin’s economic reform”, Radie
Free Europe Research Report, January 21, 1992, p. 30.
4. Nezavisimaya Gazeta (NG), January 25, 1992;
Financial Times (FT), January 30 and February 4,
1992; Trud, February 18, 1992.
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fiscal administration? Hard

currency earnings of joint
enterprises easily find their
way abroad into foreign bank
accounts. Meanwhile, the
forces of regional separatism
that led to the breakup of the
Soviet state, show no sign of
abating within the Russian
(and Ukrainian republic)
itself.

The banking system is in
chaos. The ruble is the cur-
rency not only of Russia but,
for now at least, of all the
other former Soviet repub-
lics. But there is no longer
one central bank (Yeltsin
destroyed it in his fight to

wage now buys about a kilo of bad meat)
and indexed to the cost of living.

Wages of employees on government
payrolls were also increased and partially
indexed, while enterprises are free to set
their own wages within the limits of their
budgets, which will presumably be con-
strained by market forces. Those thrown
out of work will receive three months
severance pay, after which their income
sinks in the course of a year to the mini-
mum.®

The effects of the price liberalization
so far have not met government expecta-
tions. Prices were expected to rise 250%
in January, but rose 300 to 350% and by
some estimates as much as 500 to 700%.
In February they rose another 10 to 12%,
and show little sign of dropping, with a
series of major new price rises in the off-
ing® At the start of the reform, Deputy
Prime Minister Gaidar predicted that in
three or four weeks shelves would begin
to fill again, but the supply of goods to
consumers has so far scarcely improved.
Rather than encouraging production,
price liberalization has been accompa-
nied by an accelerated decline; according
to one estimate, 17% in January in the
territory of the former USSR with more
to come.’

In light of this, once can hardly take
seriously Yeltsin’s statement in January
that the painful part would be over in six
to eight months, after which things
would start to improve. Even his own
ministers do not believe this.®

Part of the decline in production is due
to the disruption of established relations
between enterprises and to cutbacks in
subsidies and military orders. But it is
also partly a reaction by unregulated
monopolistic producers, who completely
dominate the economy, to rising costs;
they cut production and raise prices. The
press cites numerous cases of this.® The
government’s anti-monopoly programme
amounts only to rapid privatization.
However, privatization itself has little to
do with promoting competition; it is well
known that prices are set monopolistical-

ly (by the “mafia™) at Moscow’s thirty-
odd private producer markets and that
prices do not vary among the thousands
of private flower sellers — these do not
drop their prices even if the flowers go
unsold and wilt (“they won't let us™).!° In
fact, privatization will make anti-
monopoly regulation even more difficult.

But the main weakness of this pro-
gramme, which is already clear from the
experience of Poland and other victims
of neo-liberal therapy, is that the basic
problem of modernizing and restructur-
ing the economy— the shifting of
resources out of obsolete branches that
need to be cut back and into modern sec-
tors that require expansion, the replace-
ment of old and used machinery and
technology with modern equipment and
processes — cannot be resolved through
the free play of market resources.

The market — an efficient
destroyer

The market can eliminate less ineffi-
cient enterprises (including those that by
other, non-market criteria of rationality,
should not be eliminated) but it cannot
automatically create new enterprises, let
alone whole new sectors. The amounts of
private capital, domestic or foreign,
required for this, are just not there.

Private capital, even if it were more
abundant, could not provide the huge
investment in infrastructure and man-
power training required to bring Russian
industry up to the level of the world mar-
ket, to which the economy is soon to be
exposed. This investment could only
come from the state, but its reform pro-
gramme has no industrial strategy.
Indeed, its strict fiscal policy of budget
restraint, high taxes and tight credit has
drastically reduced investment.

It is not even clear that the government
possesses the tools for its declared poli-
cy. Last year, state revenues dropped
sharply owing to massive tax evasion.
How will the Russian government collect
its new taxes, when it lacks a functioning

wrest power from the cen-
tre), but numerous national
banks and little hope of a coordinated
inter-republican banking policy. Control
over the multitude of new commercial
banks that have no real criteria for lend-
ing and few reporting requirements, is
very weak.!!

Government unable to
organize aid distribution

One has to wonder about the capacity
of a government to successfully carry out
the complex transformation of an eco-
nomic system when it cannot even guar-
antee the safe delivery of foreign aid to
its legitimate destination — it has to be
supervised by foreign officials — or
when it cannot ensure the regular supply
of bread, the main source of calories for
the mass of the population, to its citizens,
who must spend up to two hours in line
for it (queues for bread have been
unknown for decades).

Yet the problem is not a shortage of
flour or baking capacity but poor organi-
zation. According to one foreign aid offi-
cer, the bread problem could be resolved
merely by packing the loaves in plastic
bags. In fact, with only 10% of what is
being spent on aid, he could organize
things so that no aid would be needed.'?

But the government is apparently too
busy with its free market experiment to
worry about such details. Academician
Georgii Arbatov revealed the other side
of the Russian reform when he told a
recent meeting of parliamentarians that
the Yeltsin government is the “most dis-

5. Kapelik, p. 30; Le Monde, February 5, 1992; FT,
December 30, 1991.

6. Interfax, February 5, 1992; DROE, February 6,
1992, p. 45; Le Monde, February 5, 1992; FT, Febru-
ary 25, 1992

7. FT, February 25, 1992.

8. Le Monde, January 21 and February 5, 1992.

9. Trud, February 6, 1992; New York Times, February
7.1992.

10. Nedelya, no. 4,1992,p. 2.

11. NG, February 13, 1992; FT, December 30, 1991.
12. New York Times, January 22, 1992,

13. NG, February 11, 1992.

14. See “Privatization in one district”, IV, no. 220, Jan-
uary 20, 1992.
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organized of the six [governments of the
USSR and Russia that I have advised].
They don’t answer letters, don't reply to
phone calls on the special line; they don’t
carry out their commitments; it is impos-
sible to know who exactly authored Yelt-
sin’s disarmament initiative, or where and
when Gaidar’s economic reform was dis-
cussed... [Besides that], in the new struc-
tures of power, corruption is practically
legalized and without limit.1?

Indeed, although privatization is now
officially getting underway, vast amounts
of real estate and other state property has
already been appropriated privately by
officials of the “democratic™ state admin-
istration. The liberals themselves have
had to admit that corruption in govern-
ment is unprecedented, no small admis-
sion when one recalls the freebooting
Brezhnev era.ls

Blatant corruption among
politicians

A major split in Democratic Russia, the
most important liberal movement,
occurred in January in part over the wide-
spread practice of combining public
office with private business activity and
the blatant conflict of interest and oppor-
tunity for corruption this creates. The
debate at the movement’'s Council of
Representatives over a draft resolution
“On Urgent Measures against Corruption
in the Government Apparatus” was
extremely violent and bitter.

But the majority, backing the “Mos-
cow-Popov lobby”, voted to omit from
the resolution a phrase declaring inadmis-
sible the practice of government officials
engaging in entrepreneurial activity at the
expense of the tax payer. Gavriil Popov,
mayor of Moscow and a close ally of
Yeltsin, has himself declared that he has
no intention of abandoning his business
activities. Ken Livingstone, former leader

of the now defunct Greater London
Council, recently remarked while on a
visit to Moscow that if Popov were may-
or of a British town he would long since
have been put behind bars and his dec-
laration would be taken as an admission
of guilt.!s

This is the other, more real, side of the
market reform. It would be naive to
think that Yeltsin and his economic
advisors lack accurate information on
the results to date of the Polish “shock
therapy”, or for that matter on the real
state of the economy of the United King-
dom, Chile and elsewhere.

But what might appear as a failure to
the average citizen of these countries, is
viewed as a success by the minority
striving to acquire and consolidate pow-
er and privilege. And the neo-liberal
experiments have known a considerable
amount of success (even if it is open to
question whether it will be lasting) at
this task, which is a political, rather than
an economic, one.

The declared goal of the market
reform — a flourishing economy and
general prosperity — is at best a secon-
dary goal, and, more immediately, it is a
demagogic cover for the primary aim;
the carrying through of a “revolution
from above”, whose task is to consoli-
date the economic and political situation
of a new property owning class drawn
from the old “communist” bureaucracy,
the former underground businessmen
and mafia and well-connected (to the
state) enterprising intellectuals and
youth. In this sense, it is a transforma-
tion similar to other “revolutions from
above” in Russian history — Stalin’s in
1929 and Alexander II's in 1861 (the
emancipation of the serfs) — in which
the political goals of the elite were para-
mount over — and to a large extent in
conflict with — considerations of eco-
nomic development and popular welfare.

Yeltsin and his colleagues often talk of
the need to quickly “make the reform
irreversible”. This concern might strike
the casual observer as strange coming
from professed democrats when the
reform has yet to prove itself. Surely,
they would want to leave open the option
of trying a different strategy if the present
one does not produce the expected
resulis. '

But this concern becomes clearer if one
understands that the primary goal of the
reform is to allow rapid “primitive accu-
mulation” that is, the private appropria-
tion of the nation’s property by the new/
old elite, and, even more important, its
legitimation through the market.

The key role of the market is not so
much to ecnourage economic efficiency
as to hide the true nature of social rela-
tions behind the seemingly objective,
neutral workings of a “natural” economic
mechanism. If the operation succeeds, the
economy is effectively removed from the

~ sphere of democratic control.

This, then, is the gamble of the Russian
reformers. Their success or failure will
depend on the reactions of the population
to the reform, a topic for a following arti-
cle. But a few things are immediately
clear. This reform has no chance of pro-
ducing even minimal prosperity for the
mass of the population within any politi-
cally acceptable time. If the reform con-
tinues it will be years before pre-reform
levels of production are attained again.

Dwindling reservoir of trust in
Yeltsin

Despite a certain reservoir of trust,
which is quickly dwindling, enjoyed by
the Yeltsin regime as a democratically
elected government, he has no mandate
for the reform he is carrying out (during
the election campaign, he promised that
no one would suffer). The reform was
never subject to open, democratic debate,
and certainly not to democratic decision.
Indeed, most of the reform measures are
introduced by presidential decree “to
save time and avoid parliamentary
debate” .17

Numerous polls (whose liberal bias is
notorious) show that the majority of the
people, who are still very far from inter-
nalizing market fetishism, do not agree
with the reform. And the proportion that
opposes the reform will surely grow as
the pain intensifies.

Thus 45% of Russians surveyed at the
end of January believed that only the
state control of prices and distribution of
goods and resources can save the econo-
my, while 36% still put their faith in free
entrepreneurship and 20% were not sure

15. Komsomolskaya Pravda, December 26, 991, NG,
January 21, 1992.

16. NG, January 21, 1992,

17. Capelik, p. 30.

18. Interfax, January 29, 1992; DROE, January 29,
1992, p. 35; Rossiiskaya Gazeta, January 31, 1992,
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what would help. 43% of Muscovites
doubted that the Russian government
could extricate the republic from its cri-
sis, as opposed to 31% who had faith in
it. (Moscow, with its concentration of
intellectuals, is more liberally-minded
than the provinces.)!®

Not surprisingly, predictions of, and
calls for, an authoritarian regime, a long
favoured theme of liberal commentators
and ideologues, who curse politicians
worried about popularity, are increasing-
ly frequent in the press. Of course, an
authoritarian regime already exists for all
practical purposes, as far as the promul-
gation of the reform goes. However per-
sonal freedom still remains more or less
intact.

Moves to strengthen
repressive forces

But there are some ominous signs. The
unprecedented violence used by the Mos-
cow government's forces of repression
against the mainly conservative demon-
strators on February 23 (many were beat-
en and a retired Lieutenant-General died
of a heart attack after a verbal scuffle
with the police) is being widely seen, in
left and liberal circles, as part of a plan
aimed eventually at dissolving the
soviets and sharply reinforcing executive
power.!?

On February 12, the usually well-
informed Nezavisimaya Gazeta reported
that a decree on the introduction of mar-
tial law for eight months had already
been drafted.

According to the Russian Minister of
Security, Viktor Barannikov: “The only
real force that can defend the reform in
Russia is the armed forces and our appa-
ratus... The people are sick of perestroi-
ka. Only armed detachments can
guarantee the success of the reform™. As
for the Russian parliament: “These are
good-for-nothings. They should be dis-
persed.?® -

Barannikov has certainly grasped the
logic of the situation. But it is far from
certain that he will get his way soon. The
main reason for this is not any lingering
attachment on the part of the liberal
reformers to democratic values or con-
cern with world opinion. The only world
opinion that counts is that of world capi-
tal and the IMF is not overly obsessed
with democracy and human rights.

The problem isthat, whatever Baranni-
kov might claim,\there is no confidence
in ruling circles that the forces of repres-
sion presently at the disposal of the Rus-
sian government are indeed capable of
maintaining order in the face of active
popular opposition to the reform. This
does not augur well for the “revolution
from above”.

19. NG, February 27, 1992.
20. Sovetskaya Rossiya, January 22, 1992; NG, Janu-
ary 10, 1992 -

A
situation
of chaos

EVERYBODY knows
January in Russia was a bad
month. But just how bad?
The figures are now coming
in.

According to the Russian
State Committee on
Statistics, retail trade
turnover during January,
measured in physical terms,
fell by a staggering 63%. Ina
survey conducted in St.
Petersburg, only 15% of
respondents reported that
they were eating as well as
last year. Fifty-nine percent
said that their diet had
deteriorated markedly.

RENFREY CLARKE*

FFICIAL calculations put the
rise in average retail prices
during January at 350%. How-
ever, this figure includes the
farmers' markets and private “coopera-
tive” stores, where prices were already
astronomical and where few Russians
could afford to shop. According to a
widely quoted estimate, the rise during
January of a typical “market basket™ was
500%.

Even on official figures, wholesale
prices quintupled on average during Jan-
uary. In specific cases, the rises were
much greater; the wholesale price of
tyres for example, rose 23 times.

The overall volume of industrial output
fell during the month by 15%. This
decline seems certain to accelerate, since
the government’s “shock therapy” is
expected to have its main impact on fac-
tories during February and March.

Production of tractors fell during Janu-
ary by 49%, with alarming implications
for agriculture. Oil output declined by
14%. The volume of milk that was pro-
cessed for sale fell by 46%.

Still, Russians had been warned: shock
therapy was a “painful but necessary”
corrective. The freeing of prices to find
their own levels was supposed to end the
shortages and help bring about economic

stabilization — a prerequisite for renewed
growth and eventual prosperity.

It is true that since price liberalization,
the shelves of Russian shops have gradu-
ally become less empty. :

If shoppers are patient and resourceful,
they can now buy goods such as refrigera-
tors, washing machines and TV sets for 15
to 17 times last year’s price. In general,
however, the hope that low-prices scarcity
would be replaced by high-priced abun-
dance have not been borne out.

Consumer industry fared badly during
January with output of various product
lines falling by as much as 20%. Count-
less small, necessary items, from tap
washers to lightbulbs, remain impossible
to find at any price. Russian president
Boris Yeltsin continues to assure the pub-
lic that an improvement in the economic
situation will be evident “before the end
of the year”.

However, the January figures lend
weight to mounting suggestions that the
economy will not even “bottom out” dur-
ing 1992 and that real stabilization will be
years off. Price liberalization has set off a
powerful inflationary dynamic, which the
Russian government shows no sign of
being able to rein in by limiting growth in
the money supply.

Tax income plummets

The state taxation service reported
recently that, in nominal terms, tax reve-
nues in January were up by 4.1 times on
the January 1991 figure. However, infla-
tion during the twelve months to the end
of January was in the region of 2000%. In
real terms, the government’s tax income
has fallen drastically.

This is confirmed by a report that reve-
nue during January from the new 28%
Value Added Tax (VAT), on which the
government had pinned most of its hopes
of curbing the state deficit, was only 25%
of the expected figure.

These facts, which have received little
publicity in the liberal-dominated media,
point to a situation of chaos in state
finances. Self-financing state firms and
their privatized counterparts appear to be
evading taxes on a gargantuan scale.

While inflation impoverishes the bulk of
the population, the state budget deficit
remains out of control, pumping fresh pur-
chasing power into the hands of a
favoured minority and creating still more
inflation.

At a certain point, millions of Russians
who have accepted the government’s
strategies as the price of future prosperity
will realize that their sacrifices have been
in vain — that in the new capitalist Rus-
sia, the impoverishment of the masses is
meant to be permanent. When that realiza-
tion dawns, it will take more than Yelt-
sin’s charisma to save him. %

* Renfrey Clarke is the Moscow correspondent of the
Australian socialist newspaper Green Left.
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The new
enemy
within

DEPUTIES to the Moscow
Soviet on February 26 were

petitioning for an
emergency sitting of their
assembly to consider a
motion condemning the
city government for its
handling of the February 23
opposition demonstration.

RENFREY CLARKE

HOUGH widely misreported as a
provocation by “Communist con-
servatives”, the Army Day march
and rally was planned as a peace-
ful and orderly affair.

Clashes developed only after the “demo-
cratic” city administration, in a move
which has brought sharp criticism even
from within the liberal camp, denied
marchers the right to proceed to their
announced destination.

The February 23 action was called by
the Officers Union and the Trudovaya
Rossiya (“Toiling Russia™) group around
demands for the defence of the Soviet
army.

The city soviet deputies passed a motion
stating that the demonstration should been
allowed to go ahead. However, virtually
all of the deputies’ powers have now been
transferred to the mayoral administration,
and resolutions of the soviet are little
more than expressions of opinion.

Limited publicity for
demonstration

Publicity for the demonstration was
limited, and the total attendance was only
a few thousand. Many of those present
were elderly war veterans.

The demonstrators intended to march
from Mayakovsky Square in the northern
part of the city centre, down Tverskaya
Street to the Manezh Square. After listen-
ing to speakers, they were then to lay
wreaths on the nearby Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier.

For years now, the Manezh has been the
major rallying point for political demon-
strations in Moscow: It is difficult to recall
any violent incident at these gatherings.
As recently as February 9, a Trudovaya
Rossiya demonstration in the square

passed off without trouble.

Nevertheless, by eight o’clock in the
morning of February 23 a total of 450
vehicles, mainly buses and heavy trucks,
were parked across the entrance to the
Manezh.

The closure of some of central Mos-
cow’s busiest streets threw traffic into
fierce tangles. The exits of 11 metro sta-
tions were shut. Long lines of grey-coated
police, as many as 10,000 in all, marched
into position.

Explaining why the Manezh had been
sealed off, the city government claimed
that allowing the demonstration to go
ahead on the square would have created
major problems in keeping public order,
and would have impeded the flow of
transport and pedestrians.

Why was this decision taken? In deputy
Khramov’s view, the city government
aimed at making a show of strength, and
also at avenging the blockade, by the
same police, that prevented an anti-
Communist demonstration on the Manezh
in March last year.

A weak and ineffective
dictatorship

Another deputy, Boris Kagarlitsky of
the Party of Labour, was more forthright.
“What we have in Moscow is a weak and
ineffective dictatorship. The city govern-
ment is constantly looking for extra pow-
ers. To try to justify this, it is doing all it
can to provoke violence.”

Mayor Popov’s strategies seem likely to
deepen the divisions in the “democrat”
camp between real supporters of demo-
cratic rights and would-be capitalists for
whom “democracy” has never been more
than a flag of convenience.

This prospect was lent weight by a
report on the demonstration in the Febru-
ary 25 issue of Nezavisimaya Gazeta
(“Independent Newspaper”), the leading
organ of Russia’s liberal intelligentsia.
Uncharacteristically, the paper’s analysis
coincided on major points with the views
expressed by leftists.

Nezavisimaya Gazeta noted that the
organizers of the demonstration were
claiming a victory, on the basis that the
city government had recognized Trudo-
vaya Rossiya as an important danger.

“However,” the paper continued, “it is
entirely possible that the authorities laid
on the clubs not because they were scared
themselves, but in order to convince soci-
ety that there is a ‘red-brown threat’.

“Since the collapse of the Communist
Party, the place of the ‘enemy within’ has
been vacant.” &

Tension
mounts in
Nagorno-
Karabakh

THE conflict in the
mountainous region of
Nagorno-Karabakh has
entered a new phase with the
break-up of the Soviet Union.
The Karabakh issue, which
has led to big popular
mobilizations in the
Caucasian republics of
Armenia and Azerbaijan (the
region is inhabited by
Armenians but has been
administered by Azerbaijan
since 1923), is now the
subject both of attempts ata
political solution and of
military escalation on the
ground.

VICKEN CHETERIAN

N September 22 last year,
after mediation by Russian
president Boris Yelisin and
his counterpart from Kazakh-
stan, Nazarbayev, the republics of Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan reached an agreement
to start negotiations for a peaceful solu-
tion to the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict.
Two days after this agreement, serious
fighting restarted in the enclave, when for
the first time Azeri artillery shelled Ste-
panakert, the capital of the “autonomous
republic”, while Armenian forces bom-
barded the city of Shusha and launched
armed attacks on Kokjan, the Azeri sub-
urb of Stepanakert.

Military clashes continue

Military clashes, involving artillery and
tank attacks, have continued since; in the
single month of October 1991, seven heli-
copter “accidents” were reported in the
region.

The tension reached its height after
November 20, 1991, when a helicopter

carrying Russian, Kazakh and Azeri medi- 23
ators and statesman was shot down.
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NAGORNO-KARABAKH

Azerbaijan accused Armenian “terror-
ists” of responsibility, while the Armenian
republic presented its condolences and
asked for an investigation to be opened.
The immediate reaction of the Azeri par-
liament was to abolish the status of
“autonomous republic” for Nagorno-
Karabakh! and to step up the blockade of
Armenia.

The Karabakh problem has reached a
point where Armenia and Azerbaijan are
in a state of undeclared war. It is also true
that the political rulers in Baku and Yere-
van are not in complete control of the situ-
ation, although they have an interest in
calming the situation down. After each
new diplomatic agreement between the
two capitals is signed, the situation on the
ground gets worse.

Azerbaijan’s president Aiaz Mutalibov
is seeking investment by Western oil com-
panies like Texaco, BP and Chevron? in
the republic’s obsolete oil industry. How-
ever, such investment is unlikely given
the state of war.

On the other hand, the Armenian econo-
my, with the exception of its agriculture,
is in a much worse state. The republic has
been under a strict blockade imposed by
Azerbaijan, from where it used to receive
most of its oil and gas. 85% of Armenian
industry has ground to a halt as a result of
this blockade, while reconstruction of the
cities destroyed in the 1988 earthquake
has been frozen.

Army withdrawal creates
power vacuum

Another reason for the resumption of
the fighting is the power vacuum created
by the withdrawal of the Soviet army from
the region.

A few months before, the Soviet “buffer
forces” numbered 11,000; now less than
2,000 remain, awaiting departure. In the
Gorbachev era, the Karabakh issue was
manipulated to fit the needs of the centre
and the preservation of the union.

For example, in spring 1991 Soviet
interior ministry troops cooperated with
Azeri police units to attack and deport
Armenians from Getashen and Martuna-
shem, villages north of the enclave.3

This was after Azeri leaders had
expressed their intention of voting for the
union treaty prepared by Gorbachev,
while it was expected that the referendum
planned in Armenia for a few months later
would come out against it.

Now the republics that have inherited
Soviet troops have no actual ambitions in
a conflict that could turn out to be costly.
As the troops leave the two sides are try-
ing to take over their positions.

The war on the ground has long since
taken on its own dynamic. Although some
of the fighters are local villagers who are
trying to defend their own territory from
the “enemy”, most of the fighters are vol-
unteers coming from Yerevan and Baku,
as well as, Armenian refugees from Baku
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or Azeri refugees originally from villages
in the east of Armenia.* There are around
500,000 refugees on both sides as a result
of the conflict.

The two countries’ devastated econo-
mies cannot integrate these refugees,
who, in their turn, attribute their tragic
fate to the other ethnic group. There are
practically no Azeris left in Armenia,
while Armenians are still left in enclaves
in and around Karabakh.

At the beginning of the century, these
countries were not ethnically homogene-
ous. The Armenian bourgeoisie was
based in the Georgian capital Thbilisi and
Baku, while Yerevan was nothing more
than a small provincial town.

With the Sovietization of the Caucasus,
these countries achieved self-
government. The bureaucratic system had
created local national elites that ruled
over the internal affairs of the republic,
“planning” the distribution of invest-
ments, the location of industrial projects,
and also local cultural policy.

Repression causes slow
migration

While enjoying significant cultural and
political autonomy, the local national
elites with their repressive policy towards
minorities caused a slow migration that
tended to turn each republic into a nation-
al state.® This trend seems to be confirmed
with the present war.

The opposition in both countries is try-
ing to profit from the situation to attack
their respective governments from an
ultra-nationalist angle.

The Popular Front of Azerbaijan has on
several occasions in the last three months
organized mass demonstrations in Baku
that brought out around a hundred thou-
sand people to call for the resignation of
Mutalibov for being unable to put an end
to the “Armenian intervention in the inter-
nal affairs of Azerbaijan”.

Similarly, on the Armenian side, the
nationalist leader Parour Airikiyan, who
stood against current president Levon
Ter-Petrossian, has called on the latter to
stop any negotiations with Azeri officials
since “they have violated all previous
agreements,” as he puts it. His alternative
is the maximum “internationalization” of
the conflict.

The Armenian republic seems to be
ready to compromise by stopping its inter-
ference in support of the Armenian popu-
lation of Karabakh if the Azeri
government stops its “genocide” of the
Armenians.

This distancing by the Armenian gov-
ernment was also reflected in the voting
that has taken place in Nagorno-Karabakh
to decide the enclave’s status. The vote
was on “Do you agree that the Nagomo-
Karabakh autonomous republic should
become an independent republic?”, not
that it should be linked to Armenia.

On the other hand, Mutabilov declared
on February 4, 1992 that he will agree to
the deployment of UN observers in the
region.

It is hard to imagine at the moment that
the Armenians of Karabakh will agree to
live under rule from Baku.

On the other hand, if the internal pres-
sures in Azerbaijan, with the struggle
between the remnants of the still-ruling
Communist Party and the Popular Front,
were to lead to the mobilization of the
country with its seven million people, the
fate of the 160,000 Armenians in Nagor-
no-Karabakh could tumn out to be tragic
indeed. %

1. Armenopress, November 28, 1991,

2. Les Nouvelles du Moscou, December 3, 1991,

3. International Herald Tribune, May 2, 1991.

4. Note here the role played by refugees in other wars,
like in Lebanon and more recently in Yugoslavia.
While local fighters are more moderate towards their
neighbours, refugees involved in fighting are charac-
terized by their extremism.,

5. See the anticle by R. Suny in New Left Review (Lon-
don), no. 184.
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AROUND THE WORLD

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Witch-hunt

THE Federal Assembly of Czechoslova-
kia, under pressure from the Finance Min-
ister Vaclav Klaus and the Democratic
Civic Party, passed alaw on December 20,
1991, which threatens with one to five
years in prison “any person supporting or
promoting... fascism or communism”.

In May 1990 a text decreed the expropri-
ation of the property of the former Com-
munist Party.

The lustrace (“exposure”) law of Octo-
ber 1991 targeted people who had collabo-
rated with the old regime, members of the
former militia and greater or lesser “digni-
taries” of the Communist Party who are to
be excluded from public employment for
five years. A thoroughgoing witch-hunt is
underway in Czechoslovakia.

Both inside and outside the country
voices have been raised in protest, includ-
ing the Open Letter to Vaclav Havel pub-
lished below: ‘

“The amendment to the penal code
adopted by a majority of the deputies in
the Prague parliament criminalizes those
who promote “communist ideas” and
“class hatred” assimilated to fascism and
racial hatred. This denial of democracy
could be used to burn Capital, and con-
demn individuals not for their acts but
their ideas...

“We, who expressed our solidarity with
the victims of Stalinist repression, and
who, for that very reason, supported
Vaclav Havel’s struggle for democracy,
think that we have the right to ask the pres-
ident of the Czech and Slovak Federal
Republic to use all his authority to achieve
the abolition of this anti-freedom amend-
ment.”

Initial signatories:

Madeleine Rébérioux, president of the
Ligue des Droits de ’Homme; Gilles
Martinet, French ambassador; Mgr.
Jacques Gaillot, Bishop of Evreux,
France; Petr Uhl, federal deputy from
Prague; Yves Jouffa, honorary presi-
dent of the Ligue des Droits de
I’Homme, France; Michel Vovelle,
director of the Institut d’Histoire de la
Révolution, France; Marc Terwagne,
coordination of the international rela-
tions commission of the Ecolo Party in
Belgium; Peter Van Oertzen, member

of the leadership of the German Social
Democratic Party (SPD); Daniel Ben-
said, university professor, France;
Gilles Perault, writer, France; Hugo
Van Dienderen, AGALEYV deputy, Bel-
gium; José Luis Lopez Aranguren,
writer, Spanish State; Carlos Saura,
film-maker, Spanish State; José Anto-
nio Gimbernat, president of the
Human Rights Association, Spanish
State; Antonia Garcia Santesmases,
member of the Federal Committee of
the Spanish Socialist Workers Party
(PSOE); Jacques Bourgaux, vice-
president of the Belgian Association of
Democratic  Jurists; Wolfgang
Thierse, vice-president of the SPD of
Germany. %

SRILANKA

Trade union
repression

A GENERAL membership meeting of
the Ceylon Mercantile, Industrial and
General Workers’ Union (CMU) was
held in Colombo on January 29, 1992.
Total attendance was about 5,000, with
many having to follow the proceedings
by loudspeaker from outside the packed
CMU headquarters.

The meeting unanimously endorsed
three General Council decisions calling,
respectively, for: the withdrawal of the
so-called Social Security Benefits Bill
and opposition to the replacement of the
Employees’ Provident Fund with a Pen-
sion Scheme; the repeal of the Essential
Services Regulations and other Regula-
tions affecting democratic rights, with
particular reference to the Simca gar-
ments strike, and reinstatement of the
workers who participated in the strike;
the abolition of the Executive Presidency
and of the power of an Executive Presi-
dent to make Emergency Regulations
under Article 155 of the Constitution of
Sri Lanka.

A resolution submitted by the General
Council, condemning police interference
with legitimate trade union activity, was
also unanimously approved.

In his address to the meeting, the
union’s General Secretary, Bala Tampoe,
stated that although the Social Security
Benefits Bill had reportedly been
“shelved” by the government, the union

opposes

would have to consider calling a general
strike, together with other unions, if there
were any plans to reintroduce it.

He said that the Essential Services Reg-
ulations, supposedly introduced to combat
terrorism, were in fact employed to attack
trade union and democratic rights. Tam-
poe told the meeting that no politician
should be invested with the powers cur-
rently enjoyed by the Executive President
of Sri Lanka, as provided for under the
present Constitution, and that it was for
the people to demand the abolition by par-
liament of these powers.

With regard to police harassment
against legitimate trade union activity and
strikes, Tampoe cited several specific
examples of such action in the recent past,
especially in relation to strikes now taking
place in the Ja-Ela area.

Before the meeting began, it was
announced that the CMU bulletin in Sin-
hala had been printed under a new name,
Kamkaru Balaya (“Workers’ Power™). A
large number of copies were sold al the
meeting.

The meeting ended with the traditional
CMU slogan: “Long Live the CMU" %
Trotskyists celebrate
anniversary

THE Sri Lankan Trotskyist group, the
Nava Sama Samaja Party (NSSP), ccle-
brated its 14th anniversary on January 25,
1992. Over 3,000 people attended the
meeting organized in commemoration of
the anniversary, which was covered in all
the daily newpapers, as was the decision
of the Fourth International to accept the
NSSP as its Sri Lankan section. %

CATALONIA

Report on abortion

ABORTION is forbidden in Catalonia, as
in the rest of the Spanish State, except in
cases of rape, deformation of the foetus or
a threat to the life of the mother. A recent
offical report by the Catalonian govern-
ment throws some light on the extent of
the problems faced by women in this situ-
ation. In 1991, 200 young women had
abortions each quarter — around 13 per
thousand, according to the official figures
which understate the real figure.

Nine out of ten young people from 18-
19 used no means of contraception and
88% had never been to a family planning
centre (54% of women who had abortions
had also never been to a family planning
centre). Almost all abortions take place in
private clinics because doctors refuse to
perform them in public hospitals, citing
“conscientious objections”. The situation
is especially acute for women in the small
towns or villages outside of Barcelona,
and it is likely to get even worse in the
light of the plans of the Spanish Socialist
government to privatize the family plan-
ning centres or transform them into mere
centres of gynaecological education).

25
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Anti-racism: SPANISH STATE

The end of complacency

UNTIL a few years ago the
assertion that “there is no
racism in Spain” was a view
shared by the immense
majority of the population,
including on the left.

PACO TORRES

his was to forget the 500 years of

marginalization, exclusion and

racism that afflicted and contin-

ues to afflict the Gypsies — the
first anti-Gypsy legislation dates from the
time of the Catholic Kings.

This false and complacent common
belief has changed in recent years,
because of a number of phenomena:

@® The growth of xenophobic and racist
attacks on Gypsies. Since 1990 attacks on
members of this ethnic group (proposals
that they be expelled from towns, refusal
to teach Gypsy children in school, various
types of harassment and physical
assaults) have been on the increase. To
the age-old rejection of the gypsies (of
whom there are some 500,000) has been
added the accusation that they are
involved in heroin trafficking.!

@ The increasingly evident presence of
foreign immigrants. The largest groups of
Third World immigrants are from North
Africa, South America and Central Afri-
ca. They are “accused” of all the normal
things: “taking our jobs”, “being dirty”
and the rest. They are also held responsi-
ble for crime (blacks in particular are
accused of being involved in the heroin
traffic).

® Other factors are: the growth of con-
servatism and reactionary ideas; all the
different problems which beset ethnic
minorities, including poverty, marginali-
zation and crime which the
society in which we live repro-
duces in a vicious circle that

situation is different in each nationality.

Anti-racist activity

One could summarize the situation as
regards anti-racist activity thus:

@® Organizations that undertake support
work for immigrants. These are very
diverse: Christian (base organizations
such as the Comunidades Cristianas Pop-
ulares or those more tied to the hierarchy
such as Caritas or Justicia y Paz), trade
union (in particular the CC.00 — the
Workers’ Commissions). A wide-
ranging campaign has developed around
the issue of the regularization of immi-
grants; various parts of the Left Alterna-
tive (IA) have taken part in united
platforms, one of whose themes has been
anti-racism.

@ There has also been anti-racist cam-
paigning by Gypsy organizations,
although this is not their main concern.

® Groups called SOS Racism have
arisen in a number of places. These exist
in Barcelona, Granada and Euskadi (the
Basque Country). Despite having the
same name they are not linked up. The
make up of these groups varies — people
from the IU-PCE (United Left-Spanish
Communist Party) in Barcelona, and a
broader composition elsewhere: Chris-
tians, IA and various people interested in
work in solidarity with immigrants. They
carry out propaganda work, conscious-
ness raising, maintain contacts and help
immigrant colonies. They represent the
beginning of something.

@® The only nationwide platform is the
Equal Rights Campaign (“Iquales en der-
echos™) set up two or three months ago
with the publication of its founding mani-
festo. It intends to undertake activity in a
number of fields (instimtional, public
opinion, exposure) which “oppose
racism and xenophobia™ and uphold “the
right to one’s own identity”. This is an

feeds on itself; the growth of
racism and  xenophobia
throughout Europe.

The growing manifestations
of racism and xenophobia have
produced a mood or preoccupa-
tion and sensitivity among pro-
gressive people. Now “we are
racist”. However for the time
being this sensitivity has not
been translated into an orga-
nized anti-racist movement.
There have been, nonetheless,
various initiatives and as is true

for everything in this state, the

initiative from the Human Rights Associa-
tion which has brought together Christian,

Gypsy and other
organizations.

non-governmental

Thus, for the moment there does not
exist an anti-racist movement, but rather
various initiatives, groups and collectives
which take up some of the problems con-
nected with racism and xenophobia.

Growing concern about
racism

These initiatives have found a consider-
able response in the press and wide sym-
pathy. While it is still at present the
property of a relatively small layer of soci-
ety, the concern with and rejection of
racism is growing.

It is hard to say what will happen in the
immediate future. The dispersed anti-
racist activity is going to continue. Per-
haps there will be moves towards a more
coordinated and cohesive movement. Or
the present situation will continue with a
range of different groups with no coordi-
nation between them. It would be unwise
to give a categorical answer. &

1.There is a kind of anti-drug psychosis spread through
the media and the administration (and which is very
useful, for example, as a justification for anti-
democratic and repressive legislation such as the
recent Law on Civil Security).

The Gypsies themselves admit that there are some
among them who live off selling heroin (as do some
“payos”, the Romany word for a non-Gypsy). This fact
has led to the equation Gypsy=heroin and the criminal-
ization of the whole Gypsy people.
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Anti-racism: SWEDEN

A million join
anti-racist action

OVER one million people took part in the demonstration
against racist violence in Sweden on February 21. No one in
the country between 10 and 11am could fall to notice that
something extraordinary was happening.

DICK FORSLUND

HE initial appeal to all Swedish

immigrants — *“Strike for one

hour on the 21st to show our

importance for the Swedish
economy — was issued by 15 immigrant
organizations. The National League to
Stop Racism (“Stoppa Rasismen™) was
also behind the appeal, although it is not
a purely immigrant organization. After
two weeks, over 50 other immigrant
organizations added their support to the
appeal and gathered around the February
21 Committee.

An unprecedented three-month long
wave of racist violence — injuring ten
and killing one immigrant, accompanied
by arson and other attacks against refu-
gee camps and several bomb threats at
railway stations and airports — provoked
the Kurdish National League in Sweden
to take the first initiative for an “immi-
grant strike” on January 30.

Increased Neo-Nazi activity

Knowing that the increased activity of
different neo-Nazi groups was only the
tip of a racist iceberg, the thrust of the
call was to argue against an opinion that
has become more and more widespread
in recent years: “Immigrants are lazy
people who don’t want to work and who
are an economic burden on the state, ben-
efiting from social welfare at a time when
hardworking Swedes have to face cuts in
living standards and accept one austerity
measure after another.”

The idea was that immigrants would
show in action that “Sweden would stop”
without their work in industry, hospitals,
schools, childcare and public transport. It
caught on at once. The initiative shook
the new bourgeois coalition government,
which for more than a month had been
the target of criticism over its passivity
on the issue of racism and defence of
immigrants. Some days before the strike
call, the Conservative prime minister,
Carl Bildt apparently unaware that he
was about to lead his government into its
first serious crisis, questioned in a radio
interview whether the shots fired at
immigrants might be the work of crimi-

nals settling accounts among them-
selves,

But the Liberal Party felt the pressure
from public opinion and the day after the
appeal for the immigrants’ strike was
issued the Liberal minister for social
affairs came out in “support of the idea”
thus trying to save the honour of the coa-
lition government and repair the damage
done by his Conservative coalition part-
ner.

The next day the LO trade union con-
federation, which is led by the social
democrats, issued a statement in support
and appealed to the employers’ federa-
tion, the SAF, not to take any workers to
the labour court, although the proposed
strike was unauthorized.

Employers organization
takes cautious line

The following week was one of frenet-
ic activity by different establishments.
The SAF responded to the LO’s request,
saying that they would not recommend
bringing any cases to court if immi-
grants went on strike, but stressing that
it was a bad idea to damage industry by
striking and advocating ‘a minute's
silence to protest racist violence from
everyone, whether Swede or immigrant.

It was evident that the employers did
not want a general strike situation to
develop, which would legitimize a new
weapon in public consciousness and
which could be used again by the work-
ing class. But at the same time they felt
it impossible to condemn the appeal.

SAF thus decided to play on a weak-
ness in the appeal, one which was also
brought up by Carl Bildt when he finally
chose to actively intervene. The argu-
ment was that it was wrong to divide
“us” and “them” in this way. “Only the
racists will benefit from the division.
Why not do something together
instead?”

Carl Bildt developed this into an attack
on “collective thinking” when two
weeks later he yielded to pressure to
appear on the television and “speak to

the nation”. He, an outspoken belicver in
many types of “collectives” (“family”,
“Sweden”, “Europe”) stated that “collec-
tivism was the very root of racism”. For
decades his party has been advocating
special laws for immigrants and refugees
— and at the same time as this debate
was taking place, members of his conser-
vative parliamentary group were suggest-
ing that immigrants charged with minor
crimes should be expelled from Sweden.
But now he was challenging the very
notion of “us™ and “them” in an effort to
support the SAF’s “silent minute”.

At the same time a real debate started
in the different workplaces. It was evi-
dent that if it were to be effective the
strike had to be organized and that the
local unions were crucial for this. It was
also clear that it was impossible to leave
“the Swedes™ out, both for organizational
reasons and in order to build links of soli-
darity between all union members regard-
less of nationality.

Intertwined with this there was also a
sort of healthy confusion arising out of
the preparations for the strike. What were
the hundreds of thousands who are both
“immigrants” and “Swedes” to do on
February 21?

Pressure mounted on the February 21
Committee to respond to these debates.
By now the large Finnish immigrant
organization had joined the movement,
although its members — many of them
having stayed a long time in Sweden —
did not feel an immediate target of racist
violence.

A stab in the back from the
bureaucrats

The pressure became acute after the LO
issued a circular to its local unions, after
secret negotiations with the less radical
immigrants’ organizations, saying that
the “strike is cancelled and has been
replaced by a silent minute for all”, thus
bowing down to the SAF. Despite subse-
quent apologies to the February 21 Com-
mittee this circular was never publicly
withdrawn, continuing to be a source of
confusion up until the very day of the
strike.

Finally the February 21 Committee
resolved its dilemma one week before the
crucial day by stating that “immigrants
can strike for up to one hour and all oth-
ers can solidarize with this in the manner
they found most suitable. We welcome
all support. Everybody who wants to take
part in the demonstration for the full hour
must be supported and respected by all
the others™.

Better late than never. And, although
late, this appeal finally made February 21
a day to remember.

It is estimated that over one million
workers and youth took part in the dem-
onstration. The churches rang in the hour
all over Sweden. Thousands of schools
from all over Sweden stopped their usual
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activities for one hour starting at ten, and
students from 7 to 18 years old gathered
in demonstrations or discussions on the
issue of racism. In big plants such as
Volvo in Gbteborg, Saab Scania in
Stdertilje or Trelleborg stopped work
for five, ten or fifteen minutes with the
support of the trade unions...and often
with the permission of the local bosses,
although they recommended the SAF
“minute”.

Immigrant groups more clearly identi-
fied with the call often continued for the
full hour, both at Volvo and Scania, with-
out being stopped and thus bringing pro-
duction to a halt. In some factories the
local bosses even hesitated to deduct the
strike hour from wages. In any case there
has been no official statement from the
bosses saying that this “wildcat strike”
will be taken to the labour court,
although such statements were issued,
for example at Volvo, before the strike.
However there were cases, above all in
towns with few immigrants and far from
Stockholm, where threats from local
employers stopped any action.

Public transport halted

Public transport in the main cities and
many other towns stopped for five, ten or
fifteen minutes with the participation of
the entire workforce. The reason for the
stoppage was proclaimed by loudspeak-
ers and placards. In the big hospitals in
Stockholm and other cities, the personnel
gathered in meetings with hundreds of
participants which heard speakers and
passed resolutions...and delaying lunch
since the majority of hospital kitchen
staff are immigrants. The Arlanda airport
outside Stockholm was blocked for forty
minutes by immigrant taxi drivers caus-
ing chaos.

And in the evening there were demon-
strations and meetings — the biggest of
8,000 people in Goteborg, in dozens of
towns and cities.

Despite confusion, various weaknesses
and the efforts made by the government
and established forces to divert or dimin-
ish the “Display of Grief” it ended up a
success. The original call was strong
enough to survive three stormy weeks.
For one day the air was clear again and
the basis for a deep discussion now exists
in thousands of workplaces and schools
about the origin of racism and how to
fight it.

Although the February 21 Committee
never officially used the work “strike”
the demonstration has brought a useful
new notion into the workers’ movement
in Sweden, one badly needed at a
moment when the rightwing government
is continuing its work of taking from the
poor to give to the rich: The Political
General Suike. *Positive” comments
from bourgeois forces showed that they
were aware of this dangerous aroma:
“...but do not let this become a habit!” %

Attacks on Lebanon:

More than an
electoral

ploy

NO Israeli government could, in
normal times, accept without
reaction the insult represented
by the successful attack onan
Israell army camp mounted by a
Palestinian commando unit on
February 14, 1992, especially in
the run up to an election.

MICHEL WARSHAWSKY
February 28

EHIND the blusterings about

the “unjustifiable murder of

three soldiers” the spokesper-

sons for the Israeli ruling class
had been hard put to hide their humilia-
tion: three or four Palestinians succeeded
in entering an army camp where, using
knives, they killed three and injured sev-
eral more soldiers, some of them armed.
They then withdrew without losses, tak-
ing their victims® arms with them. This
operation has once again highlighted the
operational and psychological problems
besetting the Israeli army today, but also
the progress made by the Palestinian
commandos both from a professional
point of view and in terms of fighting
spirit.

The immediate reaction — the assassi-
nation of the Lebanese Hezbollah leader
Sheikh Mussawi and his family in an
Israeli air attack — surprised nobody,
even if it is not certain that the Israeli
government had weighed up beforehand
all its consequences. History will remem-
ber that in February 1992 a group of cou-
rageous, poorly armed civilians attacked
an army camp, and one of the world’s
best equipped air forces took revenge by
killing a political leader, his wife and five
year old child.

Mussawi’s murder was
inevitably followed by a
response from Hezbollah sup-
porters. For four days they
bombarded Galilee, claiming
one victim, causing consider-
able destruction and paralyz-
ing the north of Israel. Once
again the Israeli army invaded
Lebanon, sowing death and
destruction... to protect Gali-
lee of course.

As usual it has been the
civilian population and not

the Hezbollah commandos who have been
the victims of the Israeli army attacks.
From the military point of view, further-
more, the value of the invasion is unclear.
Thus one must ask whether it was not sim-
ply an electoral operation, to save face and
show that Tsahal (the Isracli army) is still
‘able to hit back. However, such an inter-
pretation fails to take into account the cur-
rent Isracli-Arab negotiations and the
objectives of the Israeli government under
Yitzhak Shamir in these negotiations.

As we have explained several times,
Shamir has found himself trapped by his
own plan, and has found himself at the
negotiating table despite himself. For
more than six months he has been trying
to find pretexts for sabotaging the nego-
tiating process, hoping to do so in a way
that will make it look as if the Arabs are to
blame.

One of the objectives of the renewed
invasion of Lebanon was — as with the
decision to deport 12 Palestinian activists
or to colonize the Silwan quarter in the
middle of Arab Jerusalem — to try and
provoke the Syrians (two months ago it
was the Palestinians) to slam the door and
refuse to continue negotiating with a gov-
emment which is making a mockery out
of both them and international legality.

The Israeli extreme right had left the
government in order to try and outbid Sha-
mir in the intransigence stakes. This
means that Shamir has to try and prove
that, far from being trapped, his plan has
allowed him to throw the blame for the
failure of the negotiations onto the Arabs
while making no concessions himself.

Shamir’s problem is that he is faced
with Arab regimes — and under their
influence a Palestinian leadership — who
have decided to overlook his provocations
and close their eyes to the constant attacks
by the Israeli authorities on the rights of
the Palestinians and the other peoples of
the region.

From this point of view also, last week’s
invasion of Lebanon was a failure for Sha-
mir. The Syrian delegation came to Wash-
ington along with the rest of the Arab
delegations. However it is doubtful that
this decision will be much consolation to
the families of the victims of Israeli
aggression, whether in Lebanon or the
occupied territories. %
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