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PENSIONS eWACE INCREASES

The trade union politicians of capitalism who dominate the unions
save up the fourth round of wage increases and settled for old age pen-
slons. .ere and there wage increases were rung from the bosses --ut the
12in trend was sct by the Coal,..uto,Steel ané Rubber Workers Unions.
she guestion: is—-was it possible to obtain a new round of wage increas-
‘gjor-was the peneion the only real concession that could be obtained?
-ncer ths wethods used during and after the war b these labor bosses
4i1is is about all they could obtain because the exploiters were ready f-
Jor a showCown, But under proper militant and class struggle tactics
2ith strategy of nation wide help of all unions to those on strike
ceal wase and other oconcessions could-be obtained.

At

it is no accicdent that the suto workers are Cisgusted with the

dsuther~Ford settlement,with no real sains for the union and an incre-~

asc of speel-up», The Pension Plan obtained was ‘seconCary while primary
geins were forsakend, The militancy of the Hawaiian strike uncer Bridges;
ant a few plant strikes were the only strikes with leadership that .
fought hard for primary g-tfs  at the point of production for the em—
ployees, The industry wile strikes of the CIO anc the siincers were only
lust resorts after cvery attempt at negotiations an their part failced
ant. they gave all they could to the bosses Cemancs. These leaders would
have lost face altogether if they ¢id less. But their settlement on the
baels of a pension plan shows how far they are fron capable trade union
leacers, The aFL "Interhational® unions under Groen even Adic less to
stem the tice of:the bosses onslaught against the worker's concitions.

LK

3 Let us-analyse the wesent old age pension plans of the country
anc. scc. where the union pension plans fit into this structure and sece
liew it hcelps the workers.
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The present Federal system of olt age pensions covere about half
of thu workers anl poor farmsrs. & littlc over half of the workers and
poor farmers are left out of the systems Thesc persons are left toshift
for- themselves if thoy live to 65 vears, They either must get help from
rolatives.or relief in onc form or the other. In other worcs,they are
in the main doomed te skitrow in each industrial city.

~Thowe workers who are covered now by the pension system get so 1it—
tle help that it Con't Co very much'towards keeping boly and "soul” teo—~
suthors. We are informed that of those receiving pensions the average 'is
about $28.77 por month. Many get loss than this amount and many more
get the minimum of $10.00 a month. & few get mores,up t6 the $85,00 max—
imum, ) o

fven reactionarics agree that this amount is not sufficicent. wany
states were foreced to carry their own plans to meet thé inacdequacy of
the Fuleral Systems Private Companics were als forcel to help out with
Pongion Plans used for the few faithful who survived that longs. These
private plans were mainly Aa¥dacC at the trade unions when thev tried to
organize the workers, Wow tho<union leaCers of capitalism put spdcial
viphagis on the umployer pensien plans for the workers of this or that
7iven industry,and these lcadors hail it as a big victory for labor.
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Tﬁe“new‘pehs%on plén-before the Houso and’ Senate hopes to raise
the minimum from ten to twenty five Collars permonth,and hopes to cov-
er about @leven million more workeors,nonfarm sclf employed and state
ant local governmcn® cmployes,some domestic workers and a few otherse
The House plan still leaves, out of-the bill professional workers and
farmers. S0 it can be sesn that if this bill is not ammended to dsath
before it is passed in the next session it remains disgracefully inad-
cquate. S . :

If you adl together all the pension plans;the Federal employees
pension plans;the FeGeral Pengion System,the Railroad pension sysiem,
the State O1C age Pensions;Private Plans which cover about five mill-
ion workers,etc.,they all add up to less than enough to take care of
the aged worksrs. , C e . .

On this basis it would seem as though the efforts of Lewis,durr-
ay,iicuther and others is not ‘only noble but hitting a real sore spot
of hupgan relations. iHowever,a closer analysis on the basis of the wor-
ker's interests will give a picture of a Cifferent coloring.

Let us consiCer the problem of old age pensions from thse stanc-
point of all the workers, It is agrsed that old age pension plans are
neefel. even though the majority of workers dis bufore they reach the
65 yedr age limit to qualify, Naturally the limit should b¢ lowerel to
AT LEAST 8D years. Industry, throws many workers out long Before this
age and replaccs them with 280 yéar olds with Strong backs. The plan
shoull be organized to benefit ALL workers and poor farmers and not
Just those who are better. organized and can put forth greater preossure.
This same conlition holds!trus . with unemploymunt and oll age assist-
ance. This in itseclf shows a glaring lack of ewory plan. in existence.:
The propaganca for old age{and uncmploypient anc other social Heedls)
shoulc. STaRT with a denant to take care of the lowest paid and unorgan-
ized workers first;cven though thc actual pressure of organizef incus-
trics will obtain benefits first by their bargainipg position.

Keep in min¢ tha® no matter how suceessful the union drive 4o get
biggor and. better old age plans is--the fact remains that it falls
short in many respocts. It is a pain for only those few workers of all
incustrics who live to 65 years;an it will lcave out inthe cold the
overwholming number of workers and poor faruers outsile of the basic
incustries and outsiCe of thé drgenizel union workers.

It it unCerstood that the workers twst fight for all InuiEDIATH
PEuaNDS which are known as reforms. This obviously includes ol age
plans. 3ut HOW you fight for roforus (limediate Demands) and how this.
is coorcinated with vour aim and ultimatc denands Cetermine not only
. the success of the workers,but above all the capitglists plansto gmnnal
ize thess Cay to Cay struggles into safé class collaboration channels, ,
Thet has becdone the net resuld of the Reuther,Llewisdiurray pension plm
fight. These strikes have shiftoed the ewphasis froul the WAIN cday to
Cay fight at the point of procduction for iimediiate Ceniands and wage in—
creases to the auxiliary fight for ilmediate Cenanls. It has the sane
effect on the gensral welfare of the workers as a whole as to shift the
fight froa the point of procuction %o the'poing of consuwiiption,prices,
taxes*etcg; We are not saying that these auxiliary,or sepondary imed-

% ),

iate Ceiands should be ignorel or forgottens We . dre saylng that the
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~Bight st he k@p&;ﬁﬂﬁﬁha spher (of the priliary day to cay-gelands” .-

; Witthr the auxilihryideﬂﬁnQSpbringingyuprthe rears Even vhen the day to -

’ Cay struggleis hithing jthy bosses or- prinary issues the glass .strug—,
gloc trafe unionists 'still have the big anc inportant problen of seeing
that the labor agents of capitalisi Co not win in the strategy of ‘Civ—~
orcing these immediate deniands fron the class struggle ultinate denands.
anC when the labor agents of capitalisi not:i only shift the emphasis - -
Iroi. the prinary iitiediate éenénis_tofsgpogdary.imn@diate'demands'the
Tight of the class struggle cleuent heeniigs even rore Ciffioult tonake
any gains for ‘the working class. - S S :
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Its ar6ld “trick of the labar* agents ~f capitalism andthe yellow
Journalists to claim that this or that step in class cgollabofation winl:"
greatly AID Thi WORKERS;while theory.first and facts later mrove the

. contrarys Such fake argwithts-~that the ore ypu produce the re you
will receive id wages;while hisbory, and facts preve that under capit al-
eccneiide relations spued—up‘h@lpéfpﬁogugg,gnauploynsnt,depressions,and,
a relative lowering of the real wages.-of the workers. Alsc there are
such -fake azguilents that the support of your ¢hfitalish in war will be~".
nefit the workors;while *facts prove “the contrary. S0 too with the un--
irn olC age plans. They tell us this will help push the Feleral govern-
fient $0 inprové “their pldiss sut 'already thé Manufadturcrs Asscciation
andlcndnbgr_éf_Gdeerceﬁig‘pbintinQ*@utythatfthe governuent should not
push through -sleBorate Bécial Welfard Plans because PRIVATE INDUSTRY
38 taking care of their owd workers through these olc age pland,and o-
ther incustry welfare plans. This pressure ~f big business will result
An linihg up many votes in the Heuse an( ®enate to siasculate the wel-
fare Bills:and to give 1¢8s™in noeds " to the workers and poor farmers.
dhereas;thé*pension_plan'bfﬂﬁﬁe'ﬁflftary'serviqé Of Axerican inperial-’
isithelps Roep in liﬁeVd'lqrgéys@étiﬂn of-eliﬁe'nilibary;aﬁistograéy,
who ar%-bﬁganieally’ﬁi@d;mith{ﬁdbb?;SQﬁto@Jwill the 614 age plans 6f
infustry and uhibﬁéihelp‘%riﬁejthe.afistﬁqragy;mf;lapor;to use their ag—
ainst the many u@reinilliqns-éﬁ“unﬁrganizea'mbor_paid;Workarsa It will
help-al@ﬁg‘the-ﬂaﬁrichn‘pdlicy-hf,labor'gristhcracy;as?w&s*carriedfout
by ingland and its trade uni~n leacers Iany reny years oge wher Briit-
ish diiperinlisni was still a werld powers  +- *+ ‘ o '

k]

Yes the workers nust fight for all fornus of sccial security,fr-n
birth tﬁ*&éath;gpvezage;ﬁuﬁ these must be subwriinated tothe main issue
~f wage increases and poipt ~f procuctisn problens conrdinated properly
t6 fur worker's delnnds against the expl-iters. o , ,
111349 =~ R ' - Coee 'i.;' ] I".
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A SUPPRESSED CHAPTER FROM THE
HISTORY. OF TROTSKYISM-HUGG OEHLER

7.ixhe truth st be told, b  ridt ter how-rch tiude’ passes on, soch-
cr or dater ,thertruth ebputchibtorieal conditions are verified. In -
this ecsenwe ore: lateglate by six years,due to conditions ‘beyond -our
hontJOl”Q@ﬂﬂlthmﬁiU@M.allxﬁ@& denl Wltﬂ now. Ve desire to vresent a
FTaghurl: cgcomupt: of «.chapter 4p the history or! Trot%kylgd specifically:
-rotskyl 1 in the Unitod States after the defmat:-bftthe second Chinese

evojution,up through the victory of Hitlsr in Gernany,through the
wpbni :h Clv1l ar and: up to the. br01nn1ng of. thb second: 1nper1u11 b
WX s il’l 19399 R T PR W s ‘

. oo hoee FEENE N ’

. Ve kqox hom;G%ruan;8001al Dem@crﬁcy guppre@gcd docu&ent“ of Mer
and fngels, But the'truwsh;:finelly caie outs e know how Stalinisn Wargs
the-writiggs -of L@nin,uuprﬂcseb the neteriad of Trotsky -and countiess &
other revglutionistss Thege opportunists in. the ronks of lagor have:
borrowed o ,pega: fronithe Bistorians of .the: exploiters hnd their poli-
tlcgl Nale okséwho dm&tort tﬂu Lagws frou dLy to duvb :

- "} .,_. tf.

: Now we h ve thu TPOtSKYl%bS dlutortlng ﬁ ets;pregontlng a false-
picture. of ‘inportont.historical’ ‘developueatss Ve Yefor to the book
written by Janes Ew Cannoh,'The Ristory Uf Anerican Troidskyisa®.’ “This
book WS puollshud,im419ﬁ4 by tne Pion er: Puhlishlng Conpﬁnys’

i e
Let us nat ulqnnderstﬂnd eucb otbpr.’we know that o dozen persons -

nay obsgerve: the saia situation,or ‘aceident;or event and when they are -
questioned ,you- wil} . Bt 1n,9bvurgl dmffzrbnt versions, Ve know thot in
facticnal flmhts gagh waetion has its own point of view. Can it be that
ve ore. “eruly preuentlng ¢ different ;factional point of ‘view £y &
Connon and his Trotsky: fuctlon '? Orcon it be that undernegth these
foetional viows there is certain iinterial whiech riakes for obgect1v1ty,
fcr eloss-truth,for. o better understanding of the events. As hist rieal -

t“rl 1istes we ush those who, are interestcd in these class events to
vct 21l sides nf the question,but judge by objoctivity and not -person-
Ll fbullngo.

Thé‘most_igportunt criticisn of Cannons ”hlstcry" ig its subject-
tive and. personal gpccount of ovents during that period. Trotsky often
wrote froil a persconal angel but Trotsky ALiaYS docunients his ndtericl
with o great variety of .quotations,d~cumientary noterial oand cther his-
trrical iinterial which-interwove ﬂ & personal with the historical. -
Connon folls to dn this. Cannon gives his subjective version with
1ittlc or nc inportant decunantary backbones. This nethod that Cannon
uscs 1ls popular cnd niakes for ocod reading but it falls short of being
a fundeilental work on the subject. In reclity the burden of proof
sh~uld  be supplied by Camnonjbut when on. writes a book of that naturg
turc,the burcden ~f proof o dlspr“Ve His subjective statellents thercby
fo llo up~n the shculders ~f he who replics. Therefore,it will be ne—
Cssary tn give cxtensive quotati~ns ~r parts f long dncuhents.

I w1ll inject Ich perscnad iatericl. I will otteript to supplezent
this with sufficicnt drcwients teo subst ntiate ny position. I will not
necessarily begin at the beginning,becausc I was net there at the be-
ginninge. But one wqﬁ coies late riny contribute son&thlng,and that I
hope to &2 in o small wave
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IHiE FIRST CONFERLENCE

In the Spring of 1929 the first national conference of the Trot-
eky facti~n of the Corwnist Porty wos held in Chisago. This is as
good o beginning as any point. I eamie to the conference but did not
sttend cny sesgisnge I:-was token tc the ‘hruse of one of the leading
coiradtios, There Iiot with.qli tho lendérd in twes or threes at diffor
ent hours and tinés until I Lad a g@od“report of -the confercnce and in
turn gove theld @ good ccesunt of 1¥sclfs I wented t~ - leave tho party
(CP) lmmedictely,that is within o month'or two aftor I weuld g0 back
te 1y ~1d' District and. try-ie line up vhott } eculds. Canncn,t.occtman,
spoectar,and all the othur leaders aid nét agroe, They soid it would be
of grenter value if. I stayed in the party. They hed other plans frr
Lve I explodned v~ theri that I hod boen roleovel as Districd Organizor
in the Wust boecausc ¥ refuscd t~ sign o stotoent agoinst Tr-tskydsm.
1 had token o weck pasition., I took o noutrgl pgsiti~n. I told theri
that I °Cid 0™ have the: gldightost iden whot Trctisky stood for. I head
no pelivicel é@cuiwnts of his and. ¢id ngt know whot it wos 01l about.
Vhen I hgard b-th sides I nould.:take .a pesition. This wag enough frr
the :mchdnidai?burﬁcratic,chogmgnqdiijrrity they rigged up at the
District dﬂnvontiﬁnwiunder*Bcn.GitlAW‘s_1¢ﬁaqrshipo*WC hat a lecgel na-
Jerity Lut with Gitlew on the top co.rittee overrulling us nost of cur
Celugates were unrgyated and Gitlow gave his followers the najority. |
Uncer- tHd circuistances it may not. have been so weak;but in a faction-
al fight ncthing is warse than a neutral positinn,.- I.paid. for this,
left Tor’ St. Louis,finally got a job. and started asking for Naterial.

I 85%31l came arcund te the party vvetings in this arca;but vhat
experignce I had sort of teok the wind cut of e, I finaXly obtained
soniz of ‘the fundemental iaterdial of the Trgtskyises ‘through Godberg
anC Martin Payer of St. Louis. This opencC 1y eyes and vwhen .the Ghi~
cago conference wes held I quite 1§ jdb and went tc Chicage tilling ny-
self t~ be there for the cnnfercence. iy dash was o low that I waited
until Fricey night .to catch the bus. I neelelily tinal pay checke.

This was aviidstake. I sghould have g-nc there a week in advance so I
cruld ‘argus BEFORE the ce~nference insteal of being bnttled up behind
the conferencos . S A -
uhy ¢o 1 relate this porsonal acc unt: ? Beecause it throws light
upon the way tho- Cannon,Shactiian,abern factiom werke®. It ;ust boe ro—
withered that I was a fisldbers of the Canncn faction in the CP when I was
~rganizer of District 10+ Usually the District crganizer should have
§o0re avenue ¢f ccirmnicatirn 4¢ the top facticn. I Aic until they wore
cxXpelled an¢ then I rceecived nn Lorc colnications. vhat I reacd woere
*a, few-uninportant letters and sveondary Caeuwicnts thay had sent to
Buchler,an »3¢ frienC.~f Cennon's,and an cxcollont party ecrxafe. But +t

thorv were nopelitical-Qocuiients,positicrns,and that is what I wantcd,

* Pessibly the faction considervd fo uninpertant -until I cane tr Chicago
.0n iy own'initiative. But the sipertant question is.this, If they
hancl.d a Cistrict organizer like this,how id they handle the other
cruntless contacts thoy hac throughout the country 2

The truth is,they Cid a niserable job of pushing their case to the
Ietiburs,to the syipathizers and to the class in the inception perioc.
This was a trerenCous set-hack for the isft Opposition in Aunerica, They
held the salc fetishisi. of a party faction with party loyalty that Trot
‘sky C¢id in:the USSR which cost hin so nueh and which cut the ground

3
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fl*om under- nlu. o ‘ - ’

Did they- rectlfy ony of thls yt Chlcwgo ? N « I Wwas told to re—

1nin in the party’and lay low. They would give.mg instructions later.

1 mes told to carvy out instrudtions. By this tine Ic vestone was held
"prisonsr® in moscow and his faction weas beat to a pulp whlle Browder
was elevuted(vvepnlght to powers" ,

I Cuf?led out -instructions. After a short stay in Chicago QOlng
Jot nueh ,of unythxng,except trying to rmoke & living I was instructed
to proceed to Gastoniz and toke up where Fred Beal ,left off due to his
detention in Jail for o frome-up nurder charge. I carried out instruc—-
tions,was isolated from advanced workers and didi ny Pevolutionary dutye
In this whole tine ny coriwunications with, the. Irotskyite fa@ction were
80 Igagre it could not: ke ca 21led am*organizatlcmai relationship. It
was a sirong 1ceologlcal rei ationship on, my.part. For what 1 sem anc
wrote about(which is already recorded in prlnt)conflrue@ ny convicticns,
I was true,first of all to the Working. clagsjand carried out the in-
terest of the working class 100 ooptrpry t¢ Stalinism and the weak:
Irot sky leuqers.;_' B ; ;

. 1If the xrotskyltes handled other cont acts in the CP as they]man—
led e you can rightfully see that it is no wonder that they did not
gajn what wos rightfully theirs. You had to. £ight your way. into the
closcd cirdle of the Oppositlon they were organlzatlonal sectarians.

TN
S0 nwch for the organ1zut10n“l 8spects cf how thcy}mancled New
recruits. sore-than once in the Hew York rerbership Heeting And the
PG I crtticized themn on this peint. Now for the Chicage conference
which wos iore:rlore inportants. C o :

In his book,  Cannon passes off the Chicago conference as a big
step forwarc. It ©as--in coupardsion to what- they were--~but there were
neny uhortoo.lngs thet CGannon blurs over ﬁnd ign@res, Cannon forgets
to tell you in his history that alrcady at this first conference there
were pOllth”l fights over the line of niarch of the group. The left
group in the Left eppogltlon in Ghlcagc had such conraCes as Torn -0t
Flarety;John ddward,John Mehelic. There were iiany €re,but since I did
net cttend: the eonferonce I cannct report details ccurately. I do-
“know that they wanted steps tc be taken to speak to the class as well
n8 the CPjythe party. 1 do know they ‘wonted the conference 1o go -on re-—
cord aga inst Puilding o labor party, .1 do know thot .they wanted sore
docuniznts cdopted on the Neprr quvstlnn and other pressing @oenments,
But Connon Shactizan anc: -the deoiiinant group just: left this ride. They
Cid nct want e Wote for o ug“lnst. They wantel; the Aaor left open
for Cevelopiients,so they ‘could propeﬁly troil gevelopang class events,
as thuy hove cone gver 'since’s I put.: .yself en recorGrwith this left '
wing. That was. ny nistoke. I had St“ﬁ@&.uy pasatlon *nd they Just let
e siton ice until a futwre cate,” T . N Coe

This lnceptlon fight,which Canncn,Shectilan,and dthers were ahle
~t0 push-asiCe grew like a nouptain.in.the Leogue .until the days of .
negotiation with Muste and cmhc 3 where it broke out in the open. In:
all theséiyecrsiCocnnon and gthers were able tosilother this left gevel-
@px@nt urtil Busky,Stat:,ﬁorﬁ@m1m§aehler anC. ~thers erganized a left -
wing and were ‘alle to swmash through their burocractic control. Let us
recapitilate this point fremr the standpoint of theory. From the very
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dncupti n  of the Comrmnist League the leacership cid notunderstand s
one inportant prgbleil of the class struggle. ket us put it this Waye
If you are a facti~n of the par%y,within the party with a legal statug
cnchove certain rights where you can speak and have your ‘point of view
publishec withdin the party,and above all,it is STILL POSSIZLE TO RE-
FORLL  Hi PARTY tn revclutionary Marxisr,than your actions are the ac—
tgons of .loyad IwlibeRss Lven though you have ynur separate gaugus and
line you keep your agrw:ents within the partye.

~_But whon' you #Gdchthe point whore. reforri is ne longer possible,
or when you'are expsiiedlins the Left: Opposition wate,than it is fooldu..
ish to iwrely 7y th win over PARTY IlulelS, abbve all as.an outside
faction you pubtiGO TOTHE ©LASS AND TRY, aNIy WIN NEW RECRUITS THERE a8 .

well as Wﬂ;k&Wﬁthiﬁﬁtherparty“if,yﬁn;ﬁrevshi%iitrying o refori it and

win recruits-withiné This dialeetical. relatinh the Cannon,Shactan, A~
bern, faction nbver undorstrod n' the days of the, CLa,thdit’ ~ePions in
ciittering the S.P.,and their actionsi socay reveal (this,. We will Ceal
with the Qa%ﬁe&'two?phasas'1atbrslTh@;f&ghﬁ betwgen the weak left wing
~.a %he frundation crnference in Chicege and the leadership is @ part
of this stﬁugﬁib.wlﬁfgréw as &ﬁs@w@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ:f@s?er@d}aSFthe League grow.

B Sy SRR I Loy g d . s S

y Catvied 4 YPREJUDIGE, VS, REASON.. -

B S e L L
Anotlrer dspeet: of: thils question is tho opprsitcs. By shat I Hean
how to julge hw:ans in their* enyidrniental suroundings. Bach type who
coxes to the revoluticonary sarkian ¢rganization Rust be stu@ie@ accerd-
ing to-his baekgounls and used acgorcingly. In Cifficrent parts of the
country you reerwit.individuals,who if transplanted in other parts of
tﬁa'baunqpinOurdaba-@@mﬁnﬁnﬁml?rathérﬂtham-a‘help,until they,thernsel—
ves avercome thylrs suceional ;sherteonings. A lvadership nust take this
into’ adeount. -Neb <80 with Cannon, On page 920Ff his book he speaks -of a’
New York cciraCe with - Corduroy pantd,a mustache and long hair—-and frm
Grecnich Village. Hé conderns this teonrace forthi-ighk and says,he kncw
that he was ne good. This coiirade. later FoinedDchlor and therefore
that proves the Group of Basky,Starm and Ochler~was n® good., This ‘is
cgnfuseé’Teasoning;“Everyufa@tinn in New York an€ in New England has
such typés. There are the types.of .that -area, Often these corwrades
know Iore about revolutionory Marxign. than their comsins in other parts
°f tho countrye. New York espocially has as nany European "personalis’ -
ties™ as 1t has Aterican. Don®t 18t thesc Getails confuse you. Cannon
38" eorrect,in cne seerndary aspect. That these comrades are not the
best to go West and Seouth.and také’ over trole union work,etf. But ev-
cry gorracCe has his place.and. svery courade ray or can be aljusted to"’
his enviorniental secondary a spectsg., In any faction,types who are in
their Iocal enviarnient,iiay be the Pest theoretical corrades regardless
of their indivigdual peculiarities. o : R

Bverydeveloping ycuth passcs through that stage of peculinr habits
anc. dress. On the basis of whet Cannen  says at onc tine or the other
every college boy or girl should be condeined for their freakish dress,
The Jjoke is nn Uonnon,every factioh' had these typesiiost of them have
grown cpnscrvative in taste after o few, years. Cennon's¥argwicnt,that
because this fellow with emrduroy pants joined Ochler,therdfore,the
Qeghler group is no goodl,is one'kind of silly arguilent anc type of mred-
julice pressnted -in his "Bdstory" of Irotskyisnm. We shall give rore of
Gannon's orgwients against us that are as bad,if. not worst than this -
One . ' ' > i

i‘
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”On Jﬁnuqry 29,1933 there was hb ld 1t Glllesplc I1liacis 8 sonference
of thu,PTOgrbSSIVE winers Union’ unc othbr-lndopcnient lzbor organiga-
tions to consicler the question of ‘o néw- fe@uration.” I attended the

confersnce by invitation from o groﬁp 'of  Progressive miners,and spoke

there. This wes the first tzmg in mearly five years that. I had been -

le to get out of New York. Tt was also the first time that any repre-
sentative of the Ameriocan Left Opp051tlon ‘had a chance to speak to Wwor-
Kers : as8 such outsicde ohe smﬁll Glrcle of intellectunl raulcals,(P.lO5)

,Ithlnk thig is as g00( a 'point as any to specak of the excecllent
work carried on by our heft Opposition comrades in the coal fields and
gorby 1ncustr1a1 cities, of this arghe. It scems like Gonnon can only
remumber what he pbrsonllly parmlclpatbs injor is there a rcason bem
hinc this failure 10 present’ thy work towarc the masses in this area

for a pbriod of yuarﬁ ? '}44 N .o s

¢

. Cennon wps 1nvated tg’ speqk hvf@ becouss the Communisi League had
the propor influcncce We had ‘the propet® influsnce becouss we had par— .
risClon work for several yeers.in.this whole area. I have already told
you that the left opposition to *the ‘Comnon,Sehactman progrom already
Ceveloped at the first nctional conference in Chicago. This continued
to grow and Ghlcego qu a.basg of 1ts zetivity with the coal fields so
near, When I was finglly permitied ‘to*leave Hthe party I settled in
Ghlcago ahl iworkel:with tho-Okic gé unit. It had o healthy reaction
an was- the main force that prodded the top- cormittee of theleague for
mony burnlng problems of the cay and for- action-in:the clnss sfruggle
besides being a faction of the party(CP). It wa® not thc only unit ot
Cid ithis. Othors 4i® toojbut the Ellinoxs area U@mnslatec into action
thredr written arguments,

While the line of Cannon was to aet asa fﬂctlon in thc. Stalinist
unbmploybt Leagues we wore. ﬂlrea(y building indepcndent unemplo¥el leo—
gues-in this crea, We were Coing inthe Iiiinoms arcad what the Muste
group was Coing in Chioc. In'afdition we had & $mall dbut excellent fac-
tion in the Pfogru551ve mihors and wers worklng mmong the coal miners
ooth in traCe union and unumployed WOrk.

after several.yacrs of Jlmmy nlgglns wopk on- the part of all
these comrales we fln lly terched the point where the Chicngo and St,
Louis. wnits togbthur with our comraces in the conl ficlis coorcinated
their work so thnd tﬁ,ylenulu BuphordaBihler as a full time organizer,
in this area. The,M1lltﬂnt sympathizer club in Chicago roally furnish-
oC most of the money for this cctivity. Thers were wmany comraces who
moce thls possible;some are unoble to be mentionad. But we can neme a
few. Without the work of .the comrades of the two units,the Militant
Club anc Frwszr&Angelo,Allﬂrc Thompton anc Watt and manmfothbrs this
woulC not be possible. ,

Saonnon slys,"On licy 1 oné 2,1933 the grbat MOoncy Conference: was
hell in CHieogo, 1n1t1°teg b thu,Stallnlsts but with many trade unions
participating. e sent o {egktlon to "this conference and I had the
opportunlty to speck to sevbrﬂl thousﬁnc peonleﬁ“ {p.114)

Do you think the gtn19nists WOuld have lbft ngnon alcne 1n‘%il—

4
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lespic Jon. 29th,nnc in Chicago kiay 1,if 'the Stalinists hands yore
not tled by genuine workers who supported us? 0f eourse not.

Whot Cannon fails te reveal is the fact that from St. Louis to
Chigago and throughout the goal fields the Communist Lecguc had its
oWn indepeniient position in the minors union and the unemployment works |
In l~rge independent uncmployed loeals scattered " throughout the .cosy
ficlds and in Chicago,etc,the Communist League hed idleological 1leader—
shipe Likuwisv we B & ideological leadership abovéd the Stelinists and
Socinlists in the Xllinois coal fields. Many tincs @ Left bloc in the
conl ficles cmong othurs would ineludedfhd: Left Opposition forces. I
eovered those towns wick in and week out with/ othor Lecgue comrades who
Would snerifice,bime,money,and thoit autos: to. moke this possible.lic of-
ten uxchonged Celegntes with the Ohio unemployment movememt dominated
by th. Buste forees. They likoC ‘our-boys and we liked thoirs when we
came in contnet -with vach other. ol S L

. Ihis work toward the masses was the foundation upon which the tweo
meetings Cannon sperks 'of -were heldjCannon, wrs. called .into ride the
erest of the wave of our corr.et crimontorny class struggle work that
g2vd us. roots and thot enabled several other eomrafes and myself to
speak regularly,often caily to large meetings of -unuvmployed workers or
Progressive miners, €a2nnon spoaks as -though his speechss were the first
for any league members, o : o - :

Don't misunderstand me. I ~m net Spunking pursonnlly for the .0om-
rades of this ared or- mysclfs. We have no malice or Petty rcvasons to.
hring out ‘thouse facts. The reason 1 speak of this is begausc,l~ os an
inCwpen’ent revolution-ry erxicn orgenization (the CLAY un’oer our own
bonnor wos earrying on work towarc the esses for aheed of wheot was -
<one in New YorK uncoer the stiflying influvnce of tho top commitdee of
Cannen and Sehogtmn, 2,~ This incepundont succussful work towart -tho
messes wns earried on-long bifore tho steps tomard fusien with Liuste
berd tokoen, Fe— This ccetivity wos corried on -long before Cannon and
<y ehbmon beat the members into linc ond expelled those who Weuld not a-
gret b2 liquidate into the Soeialiist Part v, 4~ This aetivity of the Chi-
CogoySt. Leuds,ond Illinois comroces was & mile-post in ground work to
zonvinee wmuste nnd his able followers thot the CLA wrs 8 worthwhile O Y~
nhizotion. Muste unlorstood that if Connon could speak on a May Day
-ccney Gonference crntralled by the Stalinists than the €La eomre .¢s in
this grea nust hove considgﬁablu infiz encu.

.. Zherc is o fifth ruvasons You will notice if you recheek Connonlts
Estory " thot Ho h-s ~rgonized his scvquenee anl structure in such =
fashion thot we were all isoloted amd seetoripn until the Liinneapolic
strike,onl nt this tife onward Ochlor's usefBlncss wos nil,and at this
tims wo weré taking stups to negotiate with Muste and., Irotsky put for—
th his Frénch Turn liguidation plank. In other words,fannon would heve
vs beldove with the olimrinction ~f the Basky,Stamm,Ochler faction,with
oriers onl liquidatisn intn the 8P ot ~le-frem thon on we turned towe
the messes, This chronnlogy of svents given by Cannon-is false, Othur
vXmplus cmn' be givcn'fr%m'other-citius,wherc Qi ctmrpdes had 21so ta-
kK.n ~ goodly turn towerd the mrssouse This wes well underway in the same
cerind I hovs bech ﬁisoussing."ThiS*WnrktWQSﬂaco@mplishud over thoheals
"1 the top "snmithev. : SR AN L . .




INT ZRNATIONAL NIWS : DALE ;{ 10

Before the April Conference Cannon speaks of there were other-con—
fersncess, Let usy quome Irum a 1eﬁ¢er deallng thh thig: . .

e
i ;- s . - P ‘

Sprangfleld ILL.
: J s TR I B , e A nmreh’4 1955

&.Po Gannon SR R B S
Watlonal Lxecutlve Gemmlteee T L L
S e T L S o R I S o o
Gomraae Qannon, o smgf P .'.ﬁﬂf..\fa;“i ”\
s s Lo
. I sent you yeatex@ay speczai &ellvery the artlcle for the Militant
on the conference,..Bhis will give,you a general. impression of -the con~
«ferenqe» LT:will now - deal with the ether phqse of tge conferenee. '
o R 2
The forées represente@ at the conferenee were scattered and~ofnone
100 great an importance outside of the.Ph. delegates rwhich "constituted.
the bulk and oackbonee
+The: polltlcman forces repree&ﬁ%ed gave S%alemiem the overwhelnnng
magorlty as dn organized forcejbut the left oppesition .with no delega—
tes @nd .only fraternal: delegates ‘and ¢lose . sympathizers of -the organi-
zation dg delegates were -ables touput through their poli¢y.and to be  the
main df1v1ng forrce and-revolving point .of- the conbersnce.. The Mustites
were few in number but very active. The Socialists were strong in num~
ber- but unorganized with the right w1ng socialists sunportlng opportu-
nist proposals and the -left: socialist ‘in. ‘the. main supporting the  Left
Opp051t10n. The new federationists and strictly trade unionists were -
the second, largest organ14ed force af the: conference but they 1acked
floor leaders. gnd elear polloy O P . L

Qne thlng can be sald and must he. uncerstood. That if I hmiwaﬂe-
ed 1nto town @b . the -last day we would.have heen, handicappee and in fact
maybe no factor.af jmportance at the conference, The fact that I had -
been. in the. Glllesple area for over a week .prior to the oconference and
spoke at théee meetings as a Left: Oppositionist and had made contacts,
and some new contacts is one reason, mhyawe were able to drive ‘through
OUI‘ p@‘lleyv” - i i v :» . N . P o ] Ty By

AQ‘{; 31gned . B
3 ' nugo Gehler

- - s 4 . B
Y . . e . RSN

FAGT ION FIGHTS AND FAGTION W@ TS o
S '1 -_» 8 fl

In Cannonts, hlstory of Trotskymsm.he often mlnzmlzed ‘here andﬁherg

an@\then on the pther handj,often enlarges other events,as we have ‘alw

ready revealed, Here is another swch.example. Cannon 1gnores almost .
completely in his book the Lact that im the whole ‘1ife of the League -
from late 1928 untll the unification: with the Muste.forcés we only had
one conference a‘eou@le of ,plenums and our. liguidstion conventiow when
we organizoed the Jlorcers Party, This burogratic control from the top
was fought constantly by the:lllinois area and others.but.we.could Jm:ﬂtf*7
obtain a maJorlty?except pressure to.force through a Plenum. v

The flfst Plenum was held, not malnly beeause we had a rotten facH
tlonql fight in New York between Cannon and ShactmansisHowevdr Cannon
writes like a "democrat™ and accuses us of burocracy. He says, "The
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Oehler group,for example,was np sooner constituted as an independent
organization thanﬁﬁg pgople who had been lured by his appeals against
the terrible burocreacy of the Trotskyist got a rude shock, They encom~—~
tered the most rigid and despotic caricature of burocracy.® (P. 221)
hothing is farther from the truth,Cannon is accusing us of what he is

guilty of.

The RWL went through the Cannon-Schactman burocracy and thereforwe
wrote the most far-reaching and best constitution yet to be written in
the Unfted States. It gives the membership more democrmctic control
than any other reyooutionary organization we know of,based upon Demo—
rratic Centralism. Cannon may reply,"But.in life you acted burocatic."
‘o answer that this is not s0. Under democratic centralism we allowed
all oppogition and.differences within the-Leagué,except when majority
Ceclsiong are reaghed and if these former minorities continue t, take
this minogity . postion’ to the class against our orficial position. ‘
Gannon or no one else can find an actlon agalngt comrades in our organ-
ization to the contrary., For example,Biffel aliays ha® principle dif-~
ferenges with the majority bpt, only.-when he took these Cifferences to
the class did we by mutual ¢onsent part company,yet as fr-diends.
. » S } 3 : o

. But let us get back to the first plehum of the Leaghe anC its fac-
tional fight., It 18 a contrast to what I have Just said "anc the way the
RWL conducts its activity. S '

a PR ) PO

~ fhe Plenum was held before.l was sent to the Coal fields that I
Just mentiohef. The after effects of the' Planum faction fight was still
felt in onr work in I1113in0is' in spite of our Success, I's%ill called ith
the Cannon-Schactman leadsrship even though' there Were, two factionsaf

1 was with the Gannon. faction. This is beca use no move was made from
the national office withoutShachmants 0.K. His. faction was ahle to -
stalemate every move of the Cannon faction anc stifléd the work .

When we heard.of $he proposed Plenum in Chicago we Were all for it
bscause we could take up neglectedl issues. The leflt wing comrades werwe
able: to have placed on. the agenca such questions ag the labor party,
(whicn we wanted to vote down,as it stood as an opeén gques'tion)the Negro
question,the trade union question,American Imperialism and others. We
sucesfed in getting these points on the agenda—~at the end, &t first I
though that this was a victory;but as .the Plenum GraggeC on talking a-
bout factional nothingness we never gobt to these points at this Plenumn.

I naturelly.had to.take a position on the factional fight even
though wy points were not reachec. I voted with Cannon and his faction
against Shactman and others and identifisc myself with Cannon until the
left wing organized its own faction a few years later, ‘

The folloming letter in .part just before the Plenum sent By no Tp
the top ecommittee will throw light upon the s tuation. For each event
that I feal with T will give quotations Trom letters,Cocuments ebe.,cf
that period. +to show that I. am not making a reevaluatiom of the event, -
after- the ewent. in retrospect. o . .

. ’
Sl

St C S T
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‘T heve your minutes of :the 4th anC the statement of Cannon anc
ohactman on the calling of a Plenum. o :

The discussion seems to- revolve arcund . the poiht,should we call
a plenum first and then start Qiscussion,or proceed:mith the:discuse
sion to enC with a conferencés The questlon has alreacy“been settled
in a ntgatlve way. Ve already have Ciscf@ssion here,and I am postiwme
the saie is true’dn New York. The Ciscussion starteg with the minutes
anc statomsnts oft the youth oomm3¢tee sent out flrst “ S

e A

The fooumbnts &lreacy issuedl to:my opmnaansettle the Carter is-—
sue,but they fo not lay cCown the presant Cifference between the com— -
ra<ﬁs of the nationdl committees THe Cocuments only speak of past Cif-
ferencese Once the present Cifferences are presentel ,POLITICAL Ciffer-
incess, than an unfetrstancing of the paBt: glfferenoes will through llght

e

uporn th political arguments,that is ally » 2

If more documents are issuecl,similar to the one by Garter;you w111
find 4% dutrlmental Yo the Lwague. Therefore,l am of the opinion that
before Cocuments -are issued ‘for the members we should hold a plenum @
in orcori-to collectively gliminate personal and secondary ksues to be:
able to give ths deiibers polltlcal ocuments of Cifferences. Therefore
i vots. for thv calllnv of a Plenum.-‘ - .

R : e i Sighbd‘
: Hugo Oehler

Thb Plonun flght was on a low 1ev51. The real political roumsntstﬁ ke
taken were rever reached. It revealsd an internal sickness from isola-
tion andc 1nternal ex15uvnca sufferec by snall organlbatlons..

b} l:

bl now qHOwe fromn another letter one year later to show What I mean:

A L :

Glllesple X1,
iarch 30 1935

Dear Go&raa Gannon. S

Just got back fron Laylorv1lle and flnc your- lcttbr anC. the latest
ninutes. The kinC of work one carricé on here in the coal fields re-
Loves ene. sO far froul the stiffling New York factional sdtuation,that
it has' the iffétt,not of making peace but iof cr1v1ng har<er towar@ o
goal ito” ‘solve the 1nterna1‘51tuat10n 4n order tHat the Left Oppositim
can take its rightful place in the anerican babort roverent. It nakes a
person "boil™ when he realized %he valuable energy - "wasted" over "trif
lesPwith the rtual ald factions and disintegrating tenfenciés when
the League should be driving out into class activity.

For- this reascn as well as others I am of the opinbn that corragde
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Irotsky*s letter qgf-jdarch the77th,anénoomraga@‘Secnatary')agreement‘ )
should -he givem the most capeful attehtions I think cormrace Trotsky,

not oﬂly,leans-bacxwarﬂ,in.his.pOSitidn_in‘fegara to the internal US
sltuation of the League,Bub leaves the situation hanging where you can
have an endless argupent;with our pedantic friends, . N

If we fellow comrade’Trotsky’s Opinion it would lean,not that we
aave alledly given theil proper ainority posts and activity,but give
theri the najority . + . D | S o | S

: o v O@-l’t‘ad@ly, T :
o R Hugo Oshler.

+ ugain you nay ask;why 8o 1 report this Plenun which fails to take -
up the fundimental issues confronting: ¥he class and only tales up.soe—
mdary issues? I want you to have an accurate report of this phase "
zhich-Connon coppletely ignores ed.you can c oimpare it t¢ plenums ef the
Uorkers'Party which Canncn does &cal with. When we present our facts of
these fubure plonuwis and coupare it with this you will un@erstand -hew
not to writePhistory.® . . v e - e o

Tes,there are facticnal fights and factional fights,just like
theore’ are wars andy wars(inperialist and revolutionary wars), just like
there are r%holuﬂiQnS(pblitieal.Tevolutions-andﬁsocial.revolutions)p
vannon deals with. the Plenums an¢ factional fight€-in the Workers' Par-
ty and labels then as fights by Trotskyisn against sectarianism;and ig-
nores the. factional low points of the GLA, Until- theé"Left Wing organi-
zed just before mnification with iuste there were no fundamental and
prineiple faCtional fights in thé CLX. We will show how Cannon,in the
Jorkers? Pariy,has turned insidé-buyfhheAreal~relat£0nxof forces as to
L4arxism and principles, 1t is a ease .of Cannon talling ou-?thisfr{scc—
tariwn in ordeér to. cover, up his“oWn role of opportunism. ,

Hitler in-Power and the League

moyntain in history even though mis—,

t . One thing will stand out as s _
yburn,and that is the analysis and

takes were made in aking the ‘hew fu; ]
oretictions of the Left Opposiilon in .relation to Germany.

Trotsky,not only saw what we's taking place im Spain {in:its revol-
ationary development but-also presented a clear cut analysis and what
Jas to be done for- Germany, The ‘crimes of Stalinism in this situation
411l go down as one of the blackest Pages of working class history.OQur :
oredictions were correct,in the negative,and when one’wins™in ;he'negr .

stive 1t takes the most- level headéd to keep an even keel.

Confusion ran wild in. the revolutionary labor~ movement and . the -
Left Opposition was no exception to this, .Isolation crowcing 1+ upon us
time pressing us to the utmost caused many to lose their political per-
"pectlve: Unfortunately Trotsky was one of these. To most comrades he
vas God jang his writings.the Bible. They followed him blindly and any-
onewho questioned him was a heretic. Trotsky correctly callsd for a new
international,the Fourth International and made it clear that the C.I.
coulc no, longer be reformed., This brought us to a sharp turn, We had to
«.*ive fast begause me knew that mith the Hitler victory war was around

e corner.- .

I Co not think as some comrades do. that we should have declared
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the C.I. Cead ipng before,gay with the Chinese revolution. I think
that  in such & complicatel international organization with many sec-—
tioms “in Ciiferent.cqunt:ies you try every avenue possible to reform it
and. géiﬁ,‘i;é'revoluﬁionaryaelements from being recruited before the
“talinist lsadership corrupts bt. But I do think,now and in the past
a5 a memper of the Left Opposition that we were' too much of a fetish
about the.party. As l.saic .pefoye,even.as a faction,OUTSIWA, but a fac-
~tion wé shoﬁlﬂﬁhave worked on two.fronts,that is not only to win party
wenbers and work as a fadtion but zbove all to go.Girect to the class
as we 1id in the coal fields,in unewployment,etc.

But from our stanipoint the fathl error of Irotsky was what isnow
labelsl the "Brench Turn® the position of liquicatinig #he incdependent
organizatiods into the Socialist Parties through 08} :the world. The
Frénchh coirages carried through first and that is where it ,got its neme.
Inis waw Trotsk's answer to the German defeat. He wanted to get a par-
1y quick and was willing to try a manuwever,as he_Ci¢ on more than one
oc¢caslon in Russia when he was organizing the Left Opposidion,steps
that cost him organizational ‘annihilation. By that we mean his party
fetishims,or loyalty,®hich meant to btalinism,not some abstract hiarx-—
ian organization, His failure to organize and drive the fight within
nussia and within the Comitunist . Internat ional before they completely
isolated hims ' o . : - e .

Ihis German Cefeat took place after the events I spoke of when I
was assigned to Illimois. By this time,when wg . were in the middle of
the "French Turn I had been assignhed to . work in New York,the dotel Str—
tlte,the winneapolis strike,and many other activitigs. I was used as a
sort of trouble ‘shooter to quaﬁizé q%r,forces in the situations 'where
Wwe hal hig ¢ &ss actions,big for the Left Uppoaition. But while I was
out in*the field'§ kept oné’ eye ontheorstical material. I would not
be caught like I 'was in District ten when the Lovestonites took over,
nor isolated like in Gastonia. By that, I mean that .I. 1like field work
bul I always want to keep a pipe line to the top so0 1 am sure I know
what is going on. The first twq times I did not have ths;but in the
abOVe‘situatiqh I did. I not only had the top committee material put
capable comradles in .Wew York who worked with me in a . loose left force
that supplemented this mgterdal.

With this background of events I think Cannonts statement about
me is cast in a different light. He says on Page 155, "That was Hugo O-
eheer who was a very capable mass worker and trade unionist. His work
in Minneapolis was the lagt bit. of good he ever Cone forlus, Soon after=
warcs he cauzht the sectarian gickness. But up to then Oehler wag al-
alright,and he contributed something to t he sirike,® .hat Cannon is re-~
ally saying,when we translate his subjective position into politieal
language, & this.Bhile I was with.the €annon faction and .my activity
was associated with his faction I was alright;but with” the Freneh turn
and many other _important differgnces which came to a head at the same
time we parted company anc organizcd 6 a faction against his.c -Bambon
labels this 1left wing. as sectarian,'ﬁe'has no other choice. Let ug put
it this way. If Cannon clainms the new turn he followed was Marxian,and
it wa’s clear that we opposed him from the left than he had to lahel us
sectarian in®orcer:to keep the Xabel of Lamizi for himself. If he d@id
not G¢o this,and since we hag principled differences,and if &% was ad-
itted that our position was warxian,that it would obviously foldow
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that Cannon's position,beéing to thi right wds eithér centrist or possi-
bly reformist. We 1abeled~ﬁhemu0ént'i9t”and‘do'thé;samg;tbday; e la-
bel the Gann@n'faction-as;léﬁﬂ‘centristﬁgn mogt‘bg‘ﬁheir“de@aatioqs. ”
. There are many .gentrist groups and facgtidns to th%*xigh;;of Cannon who. .
cannot be called reformist jn theory. I
~Let us deal with’awsméll”poinﬁ,and,a;gubjectiwé podnt ,because even -
as such it.will throw: light upon events to follow. You will remember
that while in inneapolis Cannon and Schactman were arrested and clphi
tained nation wide publicity;'cannon.sayé,“l doh*i;knowﬂhmmlthey found ...
out that we.were thére,as we ' were not‘véry,COnépicuons\ig;publiC@~Eut;;u;
Schagtman wgs. wearing ta - great big'ten—gallon_b§WbQ§ hat--shere he got

i1t 0r why .in,God's name'he‘woré*ittl"never~knéw7~and thatmade him con— ::
spicuous«® (p.163) What kind of double talk is.that? "We were not very -
conspicuous in p@blice™. ' . but Mag,WaS'very,ﬁconspiéﬁ6u$}“ Cannon is
bartly correct but he should not blame'everYthing'Oh'Mék; I told Max

to get rid of his hat and so didd others in Minneapolis. &ut more imper—
tant th&n;this'was“thef?aot'thaﬁ;whén:hiﬁ‘and.Mgﬁgbﬁ&bﬁ@mn‘they.gotﬁa
room In-one :downtown small Hotelitogaﬁﬂgr;and proc¢eeded to hold meet—. .
ings with.impottaﬁt~people’of-the”§%?ﬁke'and other Ledgue functimardies, -
When I came o town,with -the help of local ecomrades I.got-a roomtnot = - -
far from strike headquartsrs in a good roqQming houses J& checked sever—
al places before ~B found the place which wyet cEY requirements, After

& couple of. days at this hotel ‘and when I met with the comrades I not -
cenly noticed that their roon was littered with League and strike mater
ial which any clean~-up maide could se& sach daygbut I noticed the same
characters hanging around’in ‘the lobby and across the street,fellows

who Wore policements shoes,if you know what I”mean,.l,pointed.thisAout

to Jim. and Max,so-dideihcentfand*others; But they did not move or do- . .
anything to correct thig, -On this basis they could be followsd here and -
there and be picked up when wanted. This 'is not the first time that .
they were critieized for this. % criticized this actioh in Chiecago on

my why back and later in Nepw Yorke. It looked as though Jim and uiax wan—
ted real proof that the Left Opposition had something to do with the-
sirike. They were not Satisfied'with‘mspely ciroumstanoialzevidencg on
the part of the capitalisﬁ“s%a@g;tﬁeilabér'fakerz like Tobin and others
These~actions:later>ﬁelped'Tﬁbin”fn“hig drive against the..Teamsters,and
also helped the pro&écutiqniin'ﬁQe,tfialqu the 18 Trotskyites,

. . 3 o ’ " ; - e :
Keep in mingd the dates of these League evenﬁs,anq.disputes and .you
will understand how everything seemed to culminate at once, In the spr—

1N

ing of Y34 we started the-flrstystepthoward negotiations with the liuste
Group. The liinneapolis strike referred to above started July 16 and
lasted a month and a half, She French Turn was advanced by Trotsky ab-
out the same time. In addition we had wmany other- "negotiation"irons in
the fire, Here are a few quotations from 8 letter to Al Glotzer and o-
thers which will tell you what I mean:j;j{'i S S
: New York
. « June 4,1934

Dear Courade al:
You know we have Jia at the SP convention in Detroit to see if We

can strengthen our relations with>thé*Revolutibnéry‘Policy'GommitteeA;
group of the SP and to further their fight against the right wing. This
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in itself is alrightt but by itself falls short wiless other steps are,
taken at the same time. Because our negotiations with the aWP are ina
critical stage the NuC is endeavoring to score siiccess with the RPC in
the SP, (note: SulaskyBudenz,and other right wingers were trying .to
stop the negotiations{ - ' : . '

eed‘ﬂb,entervtbglfollowing statement to meke:my. position clear. -
R s . . ) s Lo (B . - ‘ S
¥y agree with the policy on the SB.convention and think the-difie- . °
iency in our program lies in the failure of the committee to base the .
negotiatlong,with the Gitlom group,the United Workers Pagty,the Anmeri~ -
can Workers FParty . and now. .the, Revolutignary ‘Policy Committee,upon a
thesis wliich {efines qur positdon :on ithe gquestion of organdization of a-
new party im, allerigayand.at the saue time baking these qHestions up
with the whole membership through internak discussioni T
CaT e I : _ o
""ie have Had,suffigient time to negotiate with several groups on |
the question of & new party but have falled %o find time in six months
to issue the said thesis.and have a newbership mgreéngnt on it. The '
most urgent task confronting the committee’ i the issuing. of the said
thesis and to stari,a preconvention discussion in the bragnches within

'y A

. two weeks on’ thig: gwestion.®q

At the May.27the.,meeting of the BEE whére this came up I Waé&fok-

v

" They' claim the thesis will be ready next week. That hasbeen a pro-
mise since Jan.® et R B PR
) S E - Comredely,

v

Hugo
i,

..... o

N S Co N R T o . .
"For,a half year they-promiged this documernt,from January to Jume~ .
~-but, wefngver”reoeived it in time ndr did the membership have any pro-.
per convention-—except the liguidation convention where they were con—'
fronted” with an accomplished fact,the fusion with the Muste force.

~"In hig history _Capnon. tries to pass off this as opposition to ne-
gotiations and. fusion. I am-always for . fusion--if it is on a Marxian
program,if the menbership is democratically informed andif the proper .
internal .and class steps are taken with F#sion.--toward an independent
revolutionary Marxian -Party., But the ‘top cbimittee neglected all steps
except FUSION steps. And we can truthfully say-~that by the fall,when
vwe learned of Trotsky!s "Frenoh Turn™ we realized,but could not prove
that all these negotiations wiers for Cannon and others to cle:r the .
road and take all possible into the Socialis¥ Party. Our theoretical
preilige’s. proved. 100% accurate factually later. : '

Here is another- letter which I will quote fron to add nore evi-
dence to what I have just said, This letter was addressed to the Eeft
vWing coiwades in all parts of the country and was one of the steps to-
wartd organizing the left wing caueus:

New York
Sept. 17,1934

Dear Coirades:
New developiients in regard to the AilP,that was announded in the
militant before the branches had adequate information shows how panic .
stricken our iajority is. This new developrnient speeds up the tempo and
adds new dangers: . : o T ‘
1- It does not give the branches sufficient time to discuss this

'
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because the NB€ will have to present organizational proposals for un-
ity to our uenbers before our convention » -

H - . . RERAES 2 o . " L . .. . .
“y a . Y . . »_-,,)hh" > -~ ." b ~..-; X 'Y

2-There 1is qanger“tha%mthevNLC*magorlty:w;ll_try to skip over
such issues as the Negro questionsyliatin Anerica,etcs because we dontt
have time$:(ﬁxcuse) We mmst settle these issues %o We enter the new
perty united on thelee.es ™™ » &= b7 o 0 T _

3-The NuiC i jority is’again reviving the talk that’ it may be nec-
essary to;ccnpromise and to go- intothe newrparty without a larxian
prograri. Watch this very close. - A ‘-

New York is discussing the Erench t®oc.ces.
" Our position regating A French turn is for the imdependence
of 'fhe Ceoumwinist League and the - SENDENG QF .4 FACTION IN THE SP,{(pre-
semﬁ,e:phdﬁis), The - reswltiin Fronce .is the following. A split. Part
went into the SP, e o ele 7L iLy g
Fraternally yeurs;
- G Eugo
LT e . AR A I
+ Y Hers is snother letter I guote from. It reyeals héw .close all
these events and issues were tied up and why Cennon turned sour on rie
Maftdr-Ythe innedpolis strike. I had no -personal arguients theil or now
_#ith Cannon anc Shaoctiien—-it was political and principled ,then ant nowe
. . New York. .
; cept 20,1934
Dear Coixrades: o

I just arrived several days ag® in New York after 7y stay in Min-
neapolis and another trip through the coal fields and find the caonven-
ticn proceedings lagging. Ilup8riant material that should be in the
hancs of the mezbership has not been gsent oub. « » » o« therefore 1 an
enclcsing a copy of the material for FOUs. .

Since January we heve been carrying on a fight en this guestion.

A new danger is developing. Although the thesis says we will only
merge into a Marxian Party(the Left Wing fokéed this into the thesis)
there is still danger that the N.C will ask you to unite with the AWP
on, @& non Larxian prograiy, - -7 R : .

I ey mention,you will be?ésked to vote on the French turn soon.

 Coiradely,
: : : : R Hugo
A month later another letter was sent to the left wing caucus and anong
nany +hings it said the following:
R New York
o J' SRR Oct., 6,1935
Dear Courades:

Yesterday the NiC of 5 held a meeting with the NEC of 5 of the AR
le took up the fundaiientals for a prograimatic declaration of the new
varty and wise to a verhal agrseinent on what we call a minimu Marxian
prograiias per saction 28 of the new party thesis). It ileans tha t the
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AWP have revised thelr position again, If the programziatic - -declaration
of the new party can gontain.the Marxian fundamentals we snould unite.
This looks. like a good passiblity now. R R
* e T ’ i3

This provud that those of the organlzatlon fron the &EG on down
who were willing to foril-a new,. party with Thes.lP on a progran that
was none uorzlan were wrong. That our.pressure to unite on a Marxian
pro&raJr~0f no unity was cofrect and that riore pressure is needed to
see that this verbal point i oarraed out eur fight for over’9 aonths
on this point is v1ndlcateaﬁ SC C

AS . weﬂ;@ye said before,just becauge we have agresient on a Pro-
gras does not make all the nenbers ilarxists. The fight will just begln.
Don’t have any illusions...All dndications ars that we will get a nin-
yium Merxian declaration of principles,and thdis aRMS THE MaRXISTS AG-
AINST THE CuNTRISTS in the new party,elther those who cone througﬂ-nn—
ifications or the new recruits.

By the way,it:was Glotzer¥s vote which was deeisive i postponing
the conventlon. Abrrn ,&hactdan and Oehler voted agalnst postpcngent.

Goiﬂﬁan wWa nn§ us ﬁo forget the ANP an61301n the SP However-, the
"majority of the NEG say if the present move to unite with the AWP fails
our- next step is entry into the SPs Our left wing position leads in t'~

the other direciion. We are forr a faction in the SP,send in capahle
corrades,but we exchindedthe NuC majority position, -

-y

o Conwradely, - = -
ST o Hugo

Lol
-

11-3-49 . _':,"f,[;
- (76 BE COuLINULD)

K RN Lo
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ENGELE OH ‘T 'ﬁﬁifﬁDiSTATES

But this I consider certaln the purely bourgeois basis,with no
pre—bourgois swindle bghind it,ths correspondlng energy of the devel~
opneht,which monifests itself even in the made exaggeration of the pre-
sent proteotlve tarriff system,will. one day bring about a change which
will astound the whole worid. Onee the Americans get started it will

~be with an energy and violence oompared wmth Whlch we in Burope shall
“be mere ohlldren. o .

From letter of
, march 30,;89%

L



