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SHAI.LWQRK"RS SUPPORT ALABOR PARTY?

”he trnultlonal two party system in the United States still domin-
ates -the- political arena in 1949 after Seventy fi ve years of bitter
strugzles and attenpts ¢f the working class to find expression in the
halls of Cangress. In this whole period the working class have had no
direct elected representative in our pmriliamentary system. The absence
of actual workerts representative from a party expressing the program
and interests of the working class has left the field wide open for -
lib-ral and progressive capltallsts 1o speak "for" labor. In niost cases
‘they represented third capitalist parties,such as the Greenbucks Popu-»
list rﬂrmer—Labor Parties,Progressive Party,eto.

Todcy ne- have less representatvves in State and national offlces
from third capitalist perties than in the past. This-in spite of the
fact that videspread agitation for the Labor Party has been carried on
by left wing trade uniongjthe Socialists,the Stalinists,the two Trotsky ,
aroups'ano other liberal elements in the wallace movement etc.

_ The l§48 elections with Henr Uallace haylng the snpport bf large
sections of liberals anfi labor party elements revealed a wide split in " -
tle ranks of trade union and workers:organization leadérsi The 1924°
third party behind Robert..ss Lafollote and Bert.Wheeler,W1th AsFa of L"
B;otherhoods,and Socialigt Party backing ‘had far grea ter strendth at
the polls thdn Wallace obtained in'1948. : S
he't 1s the reason for thls lack of politlcal elllghtenment and _
inability of -the liberal capitalists and social reformist labor leaders

to-crystalizé-their own political mnachine to bring pressure against the .

monopolists thriough ¢irect political action as well as through trade
unions. and other 1nd1rcct wleans ? : :

Tnere are seferal reasons but the main reason has been the objec—
tive condition of. aiterican 1mper1alism. in this whole period of the re- o
-Givision of the earta anong the 1mperialist .povers 1861-1871; 1898-1905; -
1914-1918 and 1939-4% the United States in each struggilc came out vio~
torious. This enabled the ¢apitalists of the United States to retain

their  favorable internal and 1nternatlonal posltlon at the expense 01’
the defeated pmler

, In this whole period Whlle uurope was overcrowded the United Stab-
6s was ioving ves tward tomard tne Pacific releasing pent up class stru- -
ggle in mlgrations westward, .. ven though this procéss already reached
its apex just befors the first world,(when the war slammed the door
snut on large scale iammigration fron. uurope) the fact.remains that: e?en

today there still -continues a shlft westWard although it is dlfferent
than in thu past."‘ : o _ :

This ObJ ctlve conaltion plus the area under the economic roof of

Anerican capitalism helped:hold back" political development of -the Auerh’f”i
- §ican nasses. With the natural resources,(waterpower,coal iron,etc.) and. ..

a vest internal iiarket uninown to a surope criss-crossed by German bor-
ders,French border,italian borcers,saustro-Hungarian borders: setce, the: -
Unlteo States organlzed ‘'such powers of xass: production and accumulatlon'r
of whlcn thc oversxas ‘rivals could only'dre&a.,y ; e :
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On this’basis §he tmojparti system,wh ch in‘unglandi xisteqrae~the qon—

gebvitite-Liberal Patty fight for'gevéral decades,maintaindd itsell

- ‘zuch longer in the United States. In the UdSe it appeared as the Sam
Gomperst formulsd of "reward your friends and punish your enenies®, a

pfbour301s—refornist ideology that 'acts as a stone wall against the nin -

- eority soecial-réforilst ‘tirade union ané labor leadegiémho want a Labor

'7,.PartV—or some other form of: a'tnlrd cpaitallst rpty.

T

: L ald to thls the fact that the parllamentary systen set-up, ln the
~‘Unitec' States-and tne state election laws are so- comolicated ané dis~

erininatory amainst any forfi of a third party that iiost progressive ané

~liberal- elenents took the path. of least resistence and worked through

1

hz existing appraus of- the tho-party systeil within each state.and then
'horoanizec a. lodse pregressive caucus nationally that traditionally ow-

::vcrsteps partv llnes»for reactlonary,centre and progres51ve capitallst'

blocs. -~:A,

These conditions so closely related to ‘the underlylng uaterlal

'°Lffactors,nere able to disrupt and rdullify any atteipt of the exploited ‘

. :and Giscriminated nillions to rally to independent political expression
.against the 'ti o party system. That is,independent of the two old part-

{J}ies»—no independent working class action. ..ny student.of anerican poli=
7 %ics kiows that the rajority of the populatlon always have been ill fed

ll housed ill clothed and exploited bO the n'degree by the uonopolistE

; Tnese uaterlal obstacles were not the only reasonse. Another reason
- the false theory developcu within the ranks of the Wonkers' organi~ -
ation on ‘the questions of parliailentary action and thé state. These
‘nscientlflc theories’ advocated by the najority of the workihg class .
‘politlcal groups: heve’ plaved havoc with- the consolicetion and growth
ofa genuine 1onking class hoveuent. '

'th' Sorie of . these theories dre not ne dut they should all be llsted

"' %o refresh ouriiienories and reveal their iiportance in the prusent .

'*pgpolltical arena 1n ‘the’ country vold of any ‘Oﬁxlnﬂ class representqtion

The social rofor“ist false thcorv uhat ‘the §x1sting state uachin—'

O Leryof e .capitalists can be used bu the ‘working class to- gradually
.ftake real stcrs ‘toward socialbu

0 The soclal reforhlst burocratic concept that places the main e~

‘gpha81s onelzections,parlisentary astion and nakes an auxiliary fight
&%t ‘the point of production. To do this,the trade”

aders-and. other social refor:iists do not necessarily have to

- “have@drect represertatlon in stete-and national legislative bodiss.

ity of the: labor agent's of the capitalists to carry with theii- the so
1led Mdiarxists" and radical labor- eleuient in the organization of the

itllions ‘into: the CIO and ‘the »F of L ds a result of tilie depression of

Qhe thirties and ‘the war moblilization of the forties nginly by stress~

g}existlng rights of labor to organiZc under>the NRn,the Wagner Act,;

v.YbThis“lack of understanding of the state and its pardiauentarv
ructure on the part ef ‘the rev1s1onists working class political orh
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ganluatlon results in class collaboration tacties. and strategy 1nstead
of clags strupgle policy;results: in chasing the rdinbow in' govcrnhent

agencies and’ only giv1ng lip—serV1ce to the fight at the point of pro—,
duction.,. .

The: rbv1sionist concept of ths socalled Qarxi 1 organiaations :
*hich advocate a Labor-Farty——the position. of flying two f age before .
the working. élass,their own party and the Labor Party flag——is :iost ef~~f
fective in- prev»ntinc the working. class froil taking any INDEPuNDANT '

elass action in. the qahere of aarlia“entary activity as well us other
.ore class tasksl‘ -1. S :

saong any neaative faotors the Joining of the Labor Party by the
50 called marxistis recults in a’ pernanent bloc on the Parliasentary :
field with the social reforwists,bourigeois reforsiists and libersl cap— 0
italisstse. This: policy,of the: Labor'Party,ties the so ocalled kiarxists
baz and basgage to the policy of'tli® liberal capitalist .wing. It ne- ..
gdtes 1ncepcndent working class action. It replacés -the .correct tenpore
ary
italisrl with these above naied ele

vients by a perhanent parliaentary’
bloc »

The correct united front bloc is outside of the sphere of parh'«fv

liahentirv act1v1ty,belom parrladcntary action in the dav to day class f;

struggles of the ..asses.

The theor" is also advanced ana has. reachod the stage of praotical@f.‘

politics -in iiany Luropean countrie’s since the twenties of a Labor Party

governiients and. . the purticlpatlon in the governiient,not as an oppos 1tionﬁ,i»

to the governilent but as part of those respon51ble for governiient. Such
15'a coalition governiientjsuch as a. rost in the ‘governiient by 'so .called.

arxist organizations. It is not only the Stalinsts and Sooiallsts who . -

have been gulltv'of this capitulation to the capltalist stde. . In Spain:

Whr

tzblish containe within it ‘the seeds of what the Stalinists and Soc-f*f?
1ullsts and othwrs have - lono ago practlced. ' P

The Tnotskyites and all otherswho are for a Labor Party have not
ob. reached this-stage of developiient in the United Statese But the -

llOtSthtuS who want to build a Labor Party and elect representatives Fff'fi
of that party to le01slat1ve bodies want thew to Oppose the anti Work—:. - -

ing class :ieasures of the Denoecrats: apd Republicans today.. But the day“’i'
after touiorrow when the Labor Party takes power(as. in England. and ot~

Qiaer countries) then what ? That Labor Party in the United States no.

Juatter how radicel in PROGRAM can only do in action what- all Labor Par
hdv also carry this through ‘existing govern.ent "lepor® aguncies. Out-

standlng exalbles in this "by. proxy" parliaientary action was the abil~J°

ties.have done in PQWsR. Theéy will take those: necessarJ Tiea.sures; (su-
gar- coated in the nane of lah*rﬁ,w1th ge¢ig: rofortie to helé: in check}the;
orkers) which will save capltallsi froi. the social: refolution. You '
llend your naiie and your activity to. ‘build a Labor .Party that one day.

Jrill be in power,that party which:'can. only ‘serve: capitalisn when the t

Wo party systei: fails. You are uisled now and you riay:be. ‘honest enoug
dien to reject the. deeds of the Laborn Party governnen.=<But,it,wills
then be too lates You will have wasted. all these years,all this enery

‘ulrecting the workers into:a. Labor: Party,directing theu.along a fa 8¢ .

road that 1eads vo saving instead of overthrowing capitalism.and’

UHIT..D FRCNT tadtie for a Spcclfigwaction in struggle against cap—“:'"

the anarchists and the:POUM wers 2lso guilty before: Frenco captured po~‘;ﬂfy
The Trotskyites have been too. suall to taste the fruits.of victory.
sut the Labor Party theory,the Labor Party Governiient it hopes to 8=



ANTLAN TIONAL Navis

exploitation of the hasses.v
1t is one thlng to work in reactionwry unions,to stay where the
°-'vare to ecduoate md win theii over to the RoVOLUTION.RY sRBXIsN &~
FaATVe It lu entirsly sonething else to work in unions or any place and
‘in tha naize of uarxip »bo win thw workers over .to a Lw30R PsaRTY. That
IS -tiﬂ.u
‘I’ait.v‘ -

s e ..L o

’Jut our cleVAr anq suart Labor Party advocatus,such as the Trot—
skyités will reply tiat thuy are nob
o They will oppose the false and refofulst progra:. of tho right wing La-
~bor Party lesders;while still a. Nlnority in the Lanor Party;and instead

will advocate a revolutionary. °olutiont This is iore than a contradic-

tion im ter:s;it is. & caontradiction i ? ng realityi You cannot. ad«.
vocate a ~evolutlonary solution. {siabxiah) and in the saze breath advo-
cate a Labor Pertyi The fact tmat you clairi you are warxists,and you
lend TLIS prs stlge,thls hbrltage,to

you are diresciing,tinvough your day ‘in- and day out propaganda,the work-

ing cluzs. 46 .a Labor Pa arty solution of the proble.is of capitalisii. Thvii

‘Labor Party solution of the 0401tu11st Drobl

. cannot berevolution
it can only ba reforulst. o : ‘ '

" The Lrotsk"1tcs are like iiost muddle—heads. Thev advochte 1n UORDS
'in thoory,a "revolutlonarV" Labor Party;soriething that cannot exist in-

23aLITY but fro.. ¢ay 0 day in Douds they are LULPIhu Tiad social re~ -

,forxlgts and llboral cupltnllsts BDILD & huFOR“IbT L..BOR- PARTY.
The ¢rotskvit s have: tnb burdun of prooL they wust QGller. They

advocate a revolutionary - Labor quty. They :iust:prove that there: is

such an aniual, On our Qldu our burcden-of proof is very 51Lple. Froa - -

our thcoretical and practical p01nt of view thcre can only < genuine
-~ party of the working class; by that we .iedn the party which repressnts

e ILT.aRe5T of the. working cluss and the Llstorlcal interest  of ian~ .

kind, That party. can only Wosthe rcvolutlon.ry wvnrxian party. If the

.LrotSKV1tus Miean that the revglutlonary Labor: farty they help build |
1ill bé a ruvolutloncrv marxian Porty they erealso: vwrong. Because you
cannot ‘build a Labor. Partv TOD.Y which has a refor..ist prograo.i,which
Lvell the Lrot°k"1tus will aGriit,and then tolorrow den We win a Lajor—
1ty in the Lobor Farty we will tr wnfors it inte:a revolutionery niarx—
ian Partyve
ralzd out., The lfotskyltes are still flying two flages: to the class.

. Could  thuy reani by rqvolumlonary Labor P= rty'so“ethlng ‘different than.
& ruvolution.rv Marxiin . Perty 2 Obviously,since the ebility to’trﬂns—
foril o reforalut party,a . liss - party
party is out. of the. qucstlon they can only nean revolutlon.ry without

Cwirxisi,  But agadn, Re are back whers wg starteds Such a revolutlon:ry
Laoor Party,yoid. of = siarxion promrq“,c’nnot OVuRTHROW CuPITALISLL, . -

,,Auch a “ruvolutlonar"“ Labor Porty can only RHFORm,sove C‘Ultﬂllsm Lna

‘ bb chh thu onrush of thu socia l fevolutlon.

'EH:will conocdo theru could be’ a.'revolutlonnrv" L*bnr P‘rtv in
1@—-but not in. fﬁot..

~ can-only be REFOR.LIST. When we speck of revolutlonury Ue ucqn in fact
.as well. qs in, -naie,ve nean. revolutlongry'm“rx18um

c. Lcerous growth into the theorv of revolutlonary'uarxism.

C“l_ﬁ of thoce who claim.thcy are: Marx1sts and a dvooate a Labor’

ike the Stalinists and - Socialists

building a Lzabor. rarty oieans that

This ig alsq’ i.possible to accohplieh, So this road ‘is also -

into a revolutionary larxian cadre

Thot--is why we nakd. it clearn thnt « Lubor Pﬂrtﬁf

"he;Labor~Eqrty p051t10n,of,thcrxrotskyltqs»goes_even deepcr.as‘a'f

AY
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If it is
corréct to helpbuild a RFORWIST.POLITICaL PARTY (Labor- Party) -it is

1lso’ correct to. suppnrt refornist candidates. This is ndt Jjust- theory,
this is reality. When the Trotskyites were liquidated into the Social~

Party under instruetion froir Leon Lrotsky they supported Norran Thom»
28 1n the 1936 elbctlon cadpaign.v ,

” .

Let..us review thls questlon from.another angle. If you can liquldate ;
your- erganization into a RAFORWIST organization,such as the liguidation

of the Trotsky orgnnization into the Socialist Partles (the so called
"French Turn of Leon Trotsky") then it is not-only periiissable to- .
ruild-atrefornist. Labor Party,but it -is a tactical and not a principle
que 5tion 46 support: in ulGCthn refor:list cendidates. Such was the case
in -the {1948 elections-when the Schactilan Trotskyites allowed their
nsibers te vote for any of the three corndidates--the SLP. candidate,the

Connonite. candldute or N ornan. thuMs thb open unoshaued reforulst of
s pltull&n.' . - : . .

lnls probl,u ga2s deeper still, | If 1t is. not a- principle ques—“

ticn' to uqln;aln the political. ond organiza 2tioncy independence "of your
rcvolutlon*rw morxian org”niz vtion ‘and you can. 1iquidute into a reforn-—
ist’ - orgchizdtion, then it is not orly a.tactical question when -and-how
{0 liquidate your orgonization and o tecticcl question: when and how to
build a Lebor,Party,and a tactical question when:and now' $o support re-
forizists for ¢leoticns.to governiient offices~-but.-it is'also a toctical
cuestlon froi. this theoreticel preuiisc,when and how to- support ‘2 LABOR’
PQR OVbanungﬂnd a
THIRD CAPITALIST raRTY. - For exnipld,the Schactranite ‘position in New
Tork ¢ity in regords to the liberal Pdrty It is alsc a toactical ques—
ticn frooy this. predis wh en and how to support eitherthe Dehocrﬂtic or
Republican Pgrty in this state or' that. city—dcpending- vupon how Miib- -
anlt it is »and ¢very studentoof:inericon politics knows: that sone left
vingers in th tWoiold partids-nrecvery bit ns libcrnl And. pro-labor
&s the linjority.ef Labor Party condidates or Labor Porty representat—

tives in unglend,australia, Heu Zdl.nd Cencda, the Sc endinavian countrias
and. whot hL ve. ycu. : .

Lot us swi wnrize this nspect of the problcn and’ deﬂl w1th other .
Lportdant “spects of the problel by saying that. the position of: flying
twc flngs before the cless by the so callcd Mordm orgunizuticns,the '

building of a Lober Party is tho grentest asset those organizations
hewve to. recrult ieibers ond.to keep theli afloct upon ‘the turbulenﬂ‘po-'
litic~l storiis thot -hove :trlppod toc the bone so uany attelipts teq
build regolutioncry bkicrxian . Purtle. This recr iting csset -Of: the*"‘
5.:411 groups that help build o Labor Party he .8 bllnded,thel to ' dangn
or thot for CutWolghS'fhiS assct. Thﬂt d*nger is: thisio.ooo0 TR

The L“bor Pgrty 1s o fund *ent 1 rcv151on of the principlcs of rev—

otuti~ncry u&rx1s“,*nd since it deals with so ziony rouifications of
of the -crgonizatians. ct1v1ty,recru1t1ng,trudeunion work p“rliqmontnry
workyporticipation in OOVbrnLCntS the state; the road Vo power,the.
POlitch 1 cnd orgenizaticngl :nﬁependence of the.revolutionary Marx— ¥
len -orgonizotion, the support.cr. defeat: of:our ilperialist in: War,elnss
struggle activity.ve main. ewphnsis-of. pwrliauentary activity,Unibe&
fronts . in coticn vs o periienent bloc .on ‘the porlinionta Y fielﬂ, .
P“;ctlaqlly LVbry other problu“ of M@rxisn,this ilec ns thot you' hre‘a~14

actical ‘question,when und how to. join any other
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toking in new recruits but not only Litic
level;but the entire’ theoreticcl leadership of the so cnlled Marxicn
argrnizcticn ore doily wotering down ijore and-n@reryourttheoretlcal
brggoge,revising Licrxisii iore cnd iore s the Lebor-Porty grovs,as
ysu t-ke port in the Lobor Porty--ns ¢ apitalisi declines within the
country. It con fad ee th ] :
ing :lore recruits to your Wjicrxi~n® orgrnizetion on the bosis of the
Lober Porty,te thot degree cnd rotio your progronl of Mrrxisii-will be
rovised cnd wotered downe . . co o

"Yle hrve declt with different kinds of porties so we should dec}:
in 1ore det~il with the Lobor Pmrty cnd find out just whnt KIND off o |
porty it reclly is. Prrties. like other social conditions flow out of .
. the existing sccisl order we live under- cnd partics cre class instru-

-.ents for powér politicses In cdvconced copitnlist notions one finds 1
.xny differcnt pr.rtiss but ~fter reducing ther: to their coivion denol=
in~tor,the clnss struggle,we cnh with nct too imch difficulty find
sut the kind of. 2 porty it is. Not only iust one woatch its progroin
~nd principle stoteents fro.. tie to tine but’ above cll one rmst. .
vwotch its deeds. The Leber Porty of Englend hos o high sounding pro-—
groiy thot oppenls-to workers who want o chengs in their fovore. Vhen
the Lobor Lorty was the porty of opposition:it could nct very rodicals
But the Revelutioncry uorxists long,long cgo-predicted its course = -
. when in power. It hos been in power Ilore thon cnce now ond we cap -

sce ithe results. ~They cre focts cny ndvonced workersknows. The
for- refornis . ~nd for capitnlisii. Not-in farra but in c¢4ntent whot we
SEE .

Sl
Foting

Atiericr would ne if nnd when it hets ‘in power-s

One c~n s~y thot if o certnin prrty dces not represent the inter=
ost of the vicrking closs in the present stnge of decny copitnlism -~ -
thon: it crn only be o party of copitalisii,be it the first,second,third
frurth, o~r fifty porty of copitcalisile In other cocuntries there cre
neny copitnlist porties,with:rupresentatives in office. Becouse in |
this country power hcs been ‘shored s long bb only twy porties,cnd
all the other cttempts. nt building «~ third porty of capitalisi hove
friled we sperk of the Lobar Perty osthe third porty of copitalisn,
But vwhen it coes becol.e o nnticncl force,well ‘estcoblished in clection
function. it iy be -the fourth-or fifth porty,but party of ccpitalisn
-nd - not working clmss it will be. : . : .

- sight, Ve s<y.th~t since the cnly scientific progroii to represent the

interest of the werking cl~ss is revcluticnary hicrxisii,the only porty -
th-t c~n re-1lly represent this cless is the revoluticnory kinrxinn Por-
ty,no mntter whit noiie it goes unders st different tii.es historicnlly’
it used different noiies,such os Srcinlist,Coimnist,Bolshevik,Sparti-
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are they- lowering your political-

be 'scid thot to the degree thot you succedd in gain~

speak ;
5 in the, British Lebor Porty is .o ndrrer on whet the Lobor Peorty dn.

‘Our line of de;rrcntion is not so couplicnted’ns it 1liiks on first

cus,atc,+ But ve cdn,nssure_yeuiit will nct be: the Lobor Porty os such

" Tie do et ¢L5§; thot the Morxicn pdrty.is the ~nly woﬁking cl~ss
‘prliticndrorgonizoticngnor do we clnin thot the Merxi-n porty isithe
only revolutisnory politictl orgrnizctione The different sce inl re—

itical orgonizotions ond snie of theii 2re ~lso revolutionnry. But .
since none ~f theu: have o RUVOLUTIONARY MARXIAN PROGRAM they do not

: nepresentlﬁhe»interest of the %orking-class,even thcugh they speak'iﬁ”’

. R
L. AN
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oy,

‘the name of;éhé wgﬂriﬁg'plassTéé:méhy left ﬁing hembc?ﬁxs and'Repnb{

lican politdcigns speak in the name of. laborw. j
I PRI A PSP S o A T -

To merely. say you speak. for labor doés not necessarily mean nuche.
No ‘more thah -to-say you are:iiarxian mean that. you arg revolutionary ..
nmarxiane. The prograp,words mis -well as the actions,deeds.must be invess
tigated t6, $ee. If it is’true. ..o - oLl o0

~ The key question which will lay down this line of demartcation to
sce if aiparty can be called revolutionary,and a working class party.
vs. ong of. the. capitalist partiesyis the question of state power anf .
vhat you, are going to do with ite-* .- - .. '

If the organization sdys that we cannot take power through the -
existing state machinery of the capitalistsjthat we.must destigythis
state machinery.of the.exploiters,and build. our. owni.based upon. the
working class-—that party is working.class and revolutionary,even -
though it may not be revolutionary iiaraist. But if. the party says it. -

Jwill use the existing state machinery of the exploiters to slowly

traneform capitalism for the.workers,even. though the word socialism is
not- used-—that party, is. a.capitalist party in program,even though it -
nay be a working class: party -in FORM,such is.the Laboxr- Party. - Other
nore couples structures are the SocialistiParties 4in. the different .
countries. ~lthough, they claim to bg -Marxian,often take part in revol-
utions,and are -working class in FORi;they toojare reformist and there-
fore cppitalist. in content. By that we mean that these: partes that are
sravolutionaryvand. working class in.form but which-+do not have. a sci-
entific progrouy-for the: pverfhrow of capitalism and for the estab. lish-
nent of the worker's rule with progressive steps towardsocialisn (Rev—-
olutionary. Marxism)those parties end up sooner or later in-.critical
tiizes ,vhen they are called into the.governuent,as: supporters of cap-
italisil agoinst the social revolutions . I 3}

' et us: take sone living examples, and. coripare them with the Laber
Party,the Stalinist Party,the Anarchist8 in Spain,etcys Even if the: .~
Labor Party would adopt. such a radical polfcy.and program it still lea—
ves us right back where we started. It would still be a party which de-
fends 'and upholds the capitalist systeri. The only exception to this .
position is where the R.D aRwY as in Basterm Europe took over and THEN
set~up its Stalinist Parties: But even this exception dovs.not faver = -
the: Labor- Party-the so.called larxists: who,want to build a Labor, Partyi

When Cannon says he don't want -a refornist Labor Party and is
working to build a revolutionary Labor Party he is begging the ques-:
tion. What he want-is one thimg. Whet he doeg tiday is.another thing. .
ToGay he is helping BUILD 4. LaBOR FARTY and "it:is the reforriist La-:
hor Party regardless of what  he wants toriorrow, The Trotskyites Would
only have to aDVOCATZ the building of a Labor Party:in -their press; -
they would not even have to raise a finger today to help build it--but .-
the mere fact they have a prograii for a.i:abor Party and propaganda for
a Labor Party mokes theu guilty of flying -two flagé. and directing wor—

in ACTION doing in their suall way what Par«
Vreg third. party of capitalisilh. - e

P

they can to.build a Labor
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Or; is Cannon qdvocating o rovolutionary Lebor Party with a bfo-

gra:i like soule of the Sociclist Parties prograils when revolutionsaxre

teklng place in these countries? Even this will not get us over the (

nu.ipe. We are still ndvocating a party to save ‘capitalisiijnot a party
vhich will overthrow capitaolisti.-fiven if Cennon gets thi s "revoluticg- .

ary ¥ Labor Party;in this country;and even if the Trotskyites are sin-

cgre but very. éonfused prograistically;than when they get ready t0 Ay—
erthrov. capitalisizythe very party they spent S0, uuny years,theiy life
. enerJ: t0 build-~will be-the phrty which will gdive' the orders t° drown

in bloecd the workers,like the “revolutlonwry“pﬂrtles of ‘Staliniszi,in
- Spain,in Ghlnu,etc ctc etc. : _ L

When Broudrr v“s in gr"ce under St llnlsh.he udvoc'\ted 2 Lebor .

Party "not refor..ist and yet not revolutlonury“. hor&s ‘are cheap. Can-
non - goes h1 Lonfrnetter he wents a "revolutlonary" Labor Pa rty. -
- " Aven when we only had theory to base qur. argu“enﬁs on we rejected
. the Lebor Party as a party of ceplt \lisii. Now ve . hdave historical facts
of the Labor Party in actioh;ih power,cnd we ‘kncw it cen be rothing
“buw o third party of C&plt“llsu 1n the United othte _(Look_et the
'British Lebor Party) . oL

_ Not only do ‘the Trotskyltes qut a revolutlongry L“bor PortV'but
they also tolk agoinsk the -Peoples: Frdnt in Surope. But don't get con-
fused One tust see if they are crguing frow a principle. p01nt of view
or o tectical point of view. - For exniiple,the Trotekyltes heve their .
own independent orgaonizations today. sut thls is only tactical. Give.,

vs. another historical- junction in this'or ‘thot. country and. they will -

agein liquidate into the’ Sccialist or soile. other reforriist organizatiimy

(a4t the tine this ~rticle was being xrlttcn the British Trotskyltes:r_
'did liquidnte:into the 3British Labar Pﬂrty.—mdltor s note) The Trote:
skyites. through the Cannon faction put up their .own candidate in the,’
1948 clection, .But this was only tactical. Give theii the right set—up

. and they'will support sciier reforiiist Labor Party candidate, Because

their program advocates such as they did in action yesterday. .:The Sta—-
linists wore the second force -with Wallace. There was not roon for the
Trotskyites in this narrew . set-up. Give thew a bigger pond tc wwin in,

Wlll 301n the B ﬁmc Oone

Lhe sauze 11th the Pesples Front. The fhr“ is dJﬁE 1ent but the
CONT.. ¥ is the saiie. The Peoples Front is a forii suitable for certain
countries with their own type of parli mentary systern, In the United
Stotes,inglend ,australia,ceo,vhere the parliaiientary forns are Fiffer-
- ent the Labor Party lels the sai.e bill. Thg Peoples Front is nothing

ricre or:less than & bloc of radical capitalist and socicl reforliists;
it is a-third politicol crgunlzatlan of capitealisii which tries to hog-
_tie the worker behind ther:, That is identical in content what the La-
- bor Party is-wherever it exXists,., Where the Psoples Front is a bloc cf
pcrties for- Partitientary ends;the. Lubor Party organizes the members cf

several parties-which suppnrt 1t 1nto a duﬁl separﬁte politlcﬂl purty
'fﬂrxthe soise ends.~-

The Trotskyltes and others like the who aré’ fcrthe LaborParty
~tell-us that they hcve ‘safeguarded theiy pOritlon against the reformis
leaders within the. Labor Party just ze they safegu.rd their position
in the trade unlnns q”elnst the reactlonury lendetrs. in there. .

with radicalizatien.and big: trode unlon endorseﬂent and the Trotskyltesh
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is confuolng any things.

_lltlcal fleld

INT RNATIONAL NEWS PLGE

’ [P - . b
. PP . - [

They tell us that it is true that:.-the progra:il the Labor Party advoca—
tes does not -Zo for enoughe. But. they say,we are a iiinority and we will
pusa theilfarther and farther tc the left as we- educate the workers.
They tell us that whey have their own reYolutlonary prograd of their
own pwrty. ths is their safe—guqrd.

ths 111e of argu“ent vhlcn Lany left Labor quty ;eubers give
By cnnce yling your: own prograil and support—

ing the..idninun or partial prograir of the Labor Party you are partners

~with the reforulsts in leading tne workers into a blind alley of par-

11n°ntnry activity. You again draglout of the closet the coiiplctely
fzlse pesition.of ,"Critcal Suppory and lspterial aid to the Reforiiists
ists." Sure,you p01nt out that the quor-?arty program is not left e—‘

i. nough,your progrqu is- better. But to the worker that is SUPPORT even:

though critical. Thet is,you give WATLRIAL »ID. in :any different i*ww‘
Iorms——tc R.iFOR.iISia You begorie the left tail to the refortiist kites

Yeu are. 2grinst the Peoples Front ? Yes? But.what did you do. in the
Spanigh- Revolut&on? imu supported; the Pecplee Frnnt of Spain agalnst

LFroness: Xou gpve political support with: crltlorsn;yﬂu gav. material -

zid, This: is the rele. of the Trotskyites -in Spain,in France;etc. This
is the-role of the Trotskyites in -the Unlted St;tes. Critlcal suppordt.
of refcriiisii; thelobor Porty is SUPBORT QF RnFORmIau no Aatter how- vou
be%1ﬂn,quea$10n.,zy~ - . .p,; . . ::;

;L11 1se vou cﬁnfusv traue unions w1th pﬂliﬁlc l partles when vou
crgue that we do the sci.e thing tn.the Labor Party as we do in unions.
Unions are wrrking. class org ﬁnlzutlons. They are Anstruients that can
be used &t the point of prmduc ion with proper class struggle -leader—
shipe. 3uvut the Labor Party is o capitalist organization in CONTENT e~

ven 1if u\rhlng clies in -forii., Sut the trﬂde anionsSarc working class
-orgunlattlrn

in c-ntent even if they are “doriinated by capitalist age--
entse You hcove turned the proble:. inside out You have confused revol- -
pa rtIClthlﬁn in capitzlist “pﬁrll Lent“,mlth revolutionary work in
Ings UOfKGFS Pr?QHIZutlan dﬁnlp‘tbd oy capltallst tatntse

You have corlused a bloc, caucus or unlted front in the trade un=-
ion field ¢6n a "oininuw" progra“;wlth unity with the refornists in a
Labor Party wqere the reforiiists pwt forth a "rhiug progra.i on the po-
The 11rst is perizisgable;the. latter'ls rev1s1onlsu.

The progra: + that you uhite on ih the Labor Party,whlch the so
called warxian Parties adiiit .does not cover their raxirwi prograi:'can

5‘on1y ke a prograii for irmiediate deiands witthin the fraiiework of capi-

< B

talisii,a legislative progra:: of class collaberationis: ich can not even
speak of the f inal euanclpatlcn of the worhlnr class.
- - e ' - R S
lhu .80 called arxian organlzatlons -hlcn advocate a Labor party
have through the Lancr Party forlled a bloe. in Unity with the SOCIAL.
PATRIOTS and have broken the ranks and the unity cf the-working class,

we Liay not be at war at the “ouent but theredre always war. preparat;ons-

and steps toward war and the Labor Party leavers support the major war

§‘~@ves cf their respectdve 'capitalist classjeven though they give lip—.:
j Scrvice to. talks of peace, The Labor Party of ingland is.a good exdiple

hlle talklno for peace 1t prepares Brltlsh Inperialis:i: for war through
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the Morth ..tlantic Pact under .u.ericiinibege..onye

s,

1left cepitalist eleilents. CL '

against‘revolutien at present,

© ¢ 'The Revoluticnary' !

" TEE CLnbdS STRUGGLs ELuwlNT against the reformist leaders.

P . 1

ary llarxisii.

unitye- :

~radical capitalists. - |

*the reforilists and centrists,no’

the exploited. .

) . X LR - .
- . .. .

';Thcée vho are for the third party of capitalisii,the Labor Party
1.ave broken the ranks cf labor-and have united with. the ranke Qf the

‘The recerd of: the Labbr.Party'and.the~Faruer'Labor.Party:;nfthis
country is as foul-as the Labor- Party in i#ngland, The treachernus ex- .
aiples liay not be as nuderous in this -country;but the deeds are the
sarie. The Farwer Labor Party -in-dinnesota helped the bosses break stri
kes. In New Yok the Labor Party helped place ,in office & -iayor who
helped bre@k strikes,and also.supported a strike breaking Governor..

. The bigfdanger,imne&iately'ahead.confronting the workers in the
United States is not fascisii..Thdt ‘is a danger of a future date. and
sincde reforn.iss. is -an iifiediate danger and trap:for the anerican work-
ing class’ths Labor Party support is the.best~way;to»serve‘reform}sn

Inrkers League wants unity,¢lass unity nct La-
bor: Party uniﬁy'with,the'leftlcapitalists. The united front,;the larx-
ian concept of Uniteéd Front:action for irrediate struggles against cap-
italisn is needed,not -a- unity on the - parlianientary field with reforn-
ists bttt a uniteéd front at the point of production against capitalism.

- "A united froht-on the parlianentary. field with social ,refornisn favors
‘the refort:ists. & United Front in day to day activity at the point of
production with reforiiists who doriinate workers organizations F.VORS

‘e will fly one bannswmour own banner, the banner of revolution—

.~ lUie are in principhe opposed to the Labor Party. Tactically,where
revolutionists and iirxists -are ie.bers of trade unions that havc af-
filiated to the Laber Party,autciiatically iaking the revoluticnists
work.inside of these Lobor Parties {and the trade-unions)presenting |
thé correct positicn in theory and aeticn for genuing working cless

* The Labor Party is nc shorﬁ cut ‘to ;a big nenbership. It is no
short cut to power. -The Labor Party is .a capitelist trap,sct by inpa—
tient jget-rich-quick labor opportunists who play intc the hands of the

. . The Labor Pdrty cdnnot sAlve :the needs of the working. class. Only

& revolutignary iorxian Party can do thiss:If you:say that it is best

to wait for a revolutionary liarxian Party it widl take to~ leng,you

~ are in reality saying that- yau refuse to sacrifice for.a genuine wor-
.. ker's party and instead you will gc along with the stregl ~f radical ;
capitalist and social refornists and hope to outianeuver theri soriehow. B

But in-the‘end you,nct they,will be the cnes outizaneuvered. There is .

no Labcr Party short cut to power. The 'short cut® is %o break fron

he' ref Latter hew suall your forces areg,to
.get busy and in building a rov~lutisnary liarxian Party. This kind of:
’hard-WGrk,clearbprogrdm and patience.is the only rrad to success for
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 Qur fincl cdvise cciies fnmm.q';egtgﬁdﬁ

cdvi _ 1g wrte ,tewAugist Be-
- polyPédeibetr 11,1864." nlthough'-hel ‘does’ not 'é@

i, wifn dilnge ey,
‘He does deal tvith. the role'ﬁnd:gqyions of~6HE. dxplatt ers. when i e
.§~cirl  Arcer is at stake. What Zngels says about the way the exploit-

ers uct,hns dircet bearing upcn prescnt doy problens. .

e

. "as to pure demmcracy and its rrle in the futurc I do not share
yonr~3pinion;'0bvinqsly it plays a far wore subordinate port in Ger-.
:any thaon in other countries arith on older findustricl developlente. But
that dnes not pre ent the pndsibility,when the ionent of revelution
¢xies, f its ccquiring a Leiporary irportence - as the wicst radical beur-
genis | party «v. and:ins the finel ghoet—onchor of the whole bourgenis '

-nil. even feudrl regines ikt .such o :oieht the wheole reactinnary nass

‘falls in- behind it and strungthens it;everthing which! used tn be rcac-
tirnary behqves-dexqcrntic...rThis-has‘happened'in every revolutiong
the twgsest. porty still rencining in any way ccpable of gnverniient b

| cries tn pover with-the. nthars Just becouse. it is-only in this -party = .
thet thoe defented-sce their last p-ssiblity of solvetinhe Nowm 1t conlice
be cxpected ‘thrt at-the mizent of crisis we shall alrecdy have o 1nnj—.

- ority of the vleetorate ond therefAfe” the nation beliind us., The whole’

“bourge~is clnss cnd.the rornonts of the feudal 1cndmwning ¢less,a lor— -
ge -secti-n ~f the petty brurgeoie cnd olseo of the rurtlpepulat ion will

then irike the.mst extrasze revoluti~nory gestures,ond I ¢-nsider it ,
vary passiblo that it will be represchted in the provisi~nal geverniicnt
and even. torpororily forii its majority. How ns @ nincrity -ne shhuld '
n-t cet infthot ense,uas. deinnstroted By the socinl deringratic inor-
ity in the Prris R.vnluticn ~f. Fcbrucry,1848. In any case dur sole )
adversory - on thoe ¢ny of $he crisis ond ~n ‘the @ny after the crisis will

be:the wholg collective redetinog vhich willk group itself‘ei-und putre.

e —— -

4ol eroey,ond this,I'think,s@dgld n-t be Ibgt sight_ﬁf.“ﬁ' o

_ In other words,vwhun the yevolution appronchds ‘the Léber” Porty,or
any of the ~ther sccinl reforiiist parties;such qs_yhe.SQciglist,or- f
Stelinist con and will beeonie tho rallying center for recetion,in ux—

[ trene révolutioncry phroscs for cepitalisi to save their tottering sys-— -
H ter froul the s~einl revalutions ’ B ‘

4
PR

aftor the first w-rld wor the rendticneries flrcKod to the S

ciclist Prrtics tn save capitalisi fr-vi the parties. ~f the Third In—-

terncfi~ntls. In such countriss os Zngland -nd the United States tho
fortiis dofforente As in Englond,the trst ldkel,

Rab¢ vy vericnt,in the U.S.,
far the¢ finol. rodicnl and: deinernetic geturc: »f* capitalisti to scve it—
i self will be the Leber Portye ennonts dreci. of o revoluticnayy Lober
! Perty will howe snnu~truth~.m_countcr'revolutionaryzparty agoinst the |
| preletoricte : R ' S

July 10,1949 . L
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LaVi THE WILL TO BUILD THZ PaRTY::ND THE HMASSES WILL COLE TO YOU™ - ..
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“THED OL LA&-—PCUND STRUGCLE

'uétlon of "the Pound,whish was immediately followéd by devaluation of

.throu llght upon..a more. important” struggle the antagonisms’ within the

R

INTLRNATIONAL NIV

The recent wcshlngton Gonference of the ABC powers and the deval}-

over a dozen other nations and whieh wilk inevitéably forde the United
States to make adJUStments in its opn eurrency,is an event which will

1mper1ulist cawp ‘in the post war world of decay. The devaluation steps
were 1! portant from an immediate and secondary aspect of this confliots. -

It is only a surface aspect. of the increased trade wgr'among -the vic~ '

toraous alllcs oI the capitalist ndtlons.

Devuluatlon by itself is. almost meanlngless. Only when it is un-~
derstood in relation to the policy pehind it ‘does devaluation bring.
light upon the subgect. Money as a forjn of the medium of exchange and
the price of commodities can be manipulated by governments for many
ends ‘and purposes. Since the capitalists have practically withdrawn
gold from the money merket and have 'liminated gold from the mon: ex=—
change field,the old capltallst ratlp of gold and- commodltles is now .
onl. a bookeeplng device 1n the striotest sense.

If devaluation is carrled ﬂhroughvnth a freeze in the prlces ‘of
cormodities,the wages and salardies,and the rent,interests and profits,
than devaluatlon is ‘primarily used,not as an internal measure,but pri-

narily as an international neasure against other countries, - In the case
“of England and the Labor Party of capitalism it was primarily a mea—

sure and a form of DUMPING on the internctional market, Hitler and
Fascisn used one method just before 1939;now Englond uses another met—

- hod todays But if devaluation is also accompﬂnled by a shake up of
_prices,wages and profits, etc, than it is also used as a class instru-.
ment within the country for one cl“ss and against other olasses.

Qoncretely speakmng,thero can be no devaluatlon which ONLY affects

‘the_.relations outside of the country,no rnotter what Sir Stafford Cripps

ond the. Labor Party e Devaluatlon 1nvur1ably deans o readgustment of
the intrrn 1 oo Pkt to. L“r e ot ol e, Beews ds mo e 1lh to.

% © ”.rh.uu. s L plSIZ 8T TCTe ~aono;10 lly eun gain 1ts

Colvant g s in tile new ulignment roagqruless of paper-motions and resol~

utions » seods 1 hshalf of laborie Since the State of England is a cap-
italisi stuusgeven though it is a "ldabor government®™and since the econe
oy in aLL of its basic essenticls is capitalist the obvious concluse
sions can be nothing uore nor less than a further beating down of the .
workers and poor farwers standard of living. True,the exp101ters of
different ronks will also pay riore here and theregbut that is the sanme-
condition in content: but different in degree when fanine hits a country

and vhen one says it is too bad that the rich must pay so nuch on the
blacknarket for-food~-—wh11e the masses starve to death._v

The workers in Lnglund will be lined up by the Leboy Party’ to saO*
rifice more for ‘the survival of British imperialismn. The nere fact that
two prices will be maintainedja high one at home forthe workers and a
. lower price for dumping in the interna‘ional narket. reveals the deca—

dent capitalist relation, In oeder to naintcin capitalist ownership. and
»,apltallst profits dumping is carried through. If there-mere plonned
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eébnouy_',? h_ot : c'apitalisf. stbp-iga-p “plchning-'f'-.-c.s in mgle.pd,'pneaiz the "
vhole populction could live bettere. - AT

Poirt of -this probleii,even though it does not seei related is the
etionzlization of,-inqustry,etc‘,ill, Englande;This is hertlded as stops
tonerd sociclism,cnd. both wings of the Trotskyites in this ecountry
pave o e jorityiof their nenbers who think.that notionnlization under-

théir “lobor. paity -will al'so bo progressives ‘But. facts -in- England . .
Brove That notionclization in all its c.spects flerely represents the
state. tokingiover the '"white elephonts®,the sick industries that con
fo ‘longe¥ coiipete ond ncke & profit in the interncl aond internctional =
mrkets It is o policy of “the whole ccpitclist class. and their stote— -
n¢ thie workers doing the spode work--%o reorgrnize and savg the sick:’
industrics. for-c .~itclisti-so the iiore healthy industries oy swrvive.. ...
The Lobor Party. in Englond(and in andsricc tboiorrow) is not the graye .-
ligger of - copdtolisiizit is the docgor called in through the derweratic

forw trying ‘to stvescopitalisiy froii the. prolotoricn: revolutione. Every-—

one vho hos followed the conservatives (and Churchill) :in. their rucent,
gathering cnd their prograr o tcke over' the governiient. ogain know .- o
thot, Benverbrook,Churchill and all"#g%c to koep the socicl reforus amd -
the nationnlization up to.the . present stogue: They know -the Labor Porty. .
Bbcs done o masterful service for Brritish Inperdalisiie = 0 vt

. Their devaluction progran is-c PART of this attenpt to save soue =
lof the uvreck.of the:British Empire ofter world wmar: two. 1% dovo-ialls
into the genéral plen to- provent Englond from slipping into o worst - .
WMpesiticn. in the struggle for world uarket s To regain the lost world
nerkets:inglond ohdeits Lords rust not only royuild and reorgenize. its .
sick industries internally with lobor pérce,in the hnie of loboy s a-
long rrngé iensurcjthey ust.clso figsht_; back . nou,NOW, ~ cgainst the en— :
cronchiient of reorgnnized "tefected "Geruiony tnd other nations. o
~ - The Pound devouction will encble the British copitolists to-dunp:,
coiioditiew on the internctioncl narket checper then they scll theil ot .
ihoe. slthough Americon inperialisiv knew of this yagresd with this,and i
fit i1l toke 'some of their hirkets,they nevertholess,ore: in a bitter
| trede wor with the British. Its ong of thosc antggonisris——in decc '

capit-lisi-~thot while fighting for world Gomtinction ; the: United States

mst ot the soie tiiic help in one for:i or the other the rost inmportont. . - '

notions ond tho strotegieol wdlitery spots fropm falling into’ the honds. “
- Rof Stolinismi or in the hands of royolutionnry: ilarxisng Toward this end . -
| e Lebor Porty -in ¢very country ncw and touorrow,end the Socialist . .

Pertios,ore pertnurs of izpericlisii agninst the social reyolution. -

 Engloné's Lebor Porty devnluction for the. interests: of-British. T~
pericliss woes followed up by bloc crrange.ents. Burope,; under-French . .
leocership tried to orgc-.m‘iz’.e'v,_a’_cduntar‘—'-offe_nsiveﬁfc.’g.ain,st,{c.h.e;.,?_Br‘it.,ish;; o
The line up scei:s to be-as follows:The Dollor: controlled greajtho.

Poun¢ controlled cresithe Buropean blocjthc USSR blocjend the attorpt L

of: Argentina',cn'd Spain oné other. reactioncry cmd fascist elements. to . L
_ :i‘gm_lzi-ng ‘their agruerents to.ploy one of these bilocs fgninst the o~ .-
ere - TR Cpe e T TR DT i i s e T

. B . . A %,
R . H IR . . BT .

-* In'this trede war,in whieh' the devaluation: is‘h nere surface con—- .
itiom,the United Stotes holds the upper hand. Its .cuergenc e fromn . the -
sccond. Li-perdclist wor with its besic productive forces expanded cnd.
mntouched by wor Gestruction,plus’ its dosiincnt position ensles C

BELEUR SR
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call’ the tUne. ungl nd is sllpping fust ‘But’ bngland is tllL trylng
to be an equcl pariner with the United Stotes rmther than the junior
pors cer* she cetually is. The lidrshell Plaon.dn - ‘the.one hand in help—
ing hold off ‘proletarion cdvoncesihas ficvértheless, 1ntensifled the
vorld wide trode vior-now Geveloping for the nﬁrow1ng arkets. The ol
itic~l er-isis.iin Frivhce vwhich seeiis to be periicnent,has been og gravo—'
ted by the Pouhd-Dcller struggle. This struggle between Englanc ond
the United Stetesi (in gentlc-°n for:. now) . hcs also intensified the (if
ficulties of. the!new stote of Isrhel. Their-fin‘ncltl condition is

" . uworsening gnﬁ':uoh ‘Lofe copite . ncedel if .the Aijudgrotion they pfo—

hiso to .cchieve 1ill be tcken c‘rb ofe Devnlugtlon h;t their hord.

unglano is trying to get o blgger'Shurn of the world nerkets by
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LEFT RIGHT QCENTER A REVIEW

Sidney Lens nresents a Listory of the .merican trade union. move—
ment from its inception to the rise of the labor burocracy which he
calls "business unionism" . He also presents a history of the political
zovenent in its beginnings to the formation of the.Socialist Party,- & '
throuzh its cvsatlons the IWi,the formation of the Communist Party,asts

-chtlonnl struggles, and the organlzatlons formed,a brief reswie of the

irotsky iovenente It containg a detailed section on the strikes,strug-.
gles and role of the trade union movement In tl: post-omer Po!lCU. 3ut

”hct is most s1gn1flcant is the. p011t1041 progyail it presents for the
porking class., 1t is only becg ueo of t-¢ nature of the program that is

here ovresented that brings t.:e book to attention.

He points out that business unionism arose in the period of cap—

riany rienns the United States State uopcrtient frowns upche For excrplg
Inglond hos its flght with the Europenn blce which'cuts through the
Jnrshnll.Plun rnd the Atlontic Pocte. Lnglﬁnd wants o different p.licy -
in the Rulr than the Unit. . Stotese Englﬁnd wonts to give Tite air
-1ift oid if Stelin storts 01v1l wor in Yugo-slovia. Inglond is in o
hurry to ¢o business with the new China »~nd in liony other fields-Wall.
Strecet does not like. We Co not speok of wnglané os . though the Unitec
Stotes is righte. On the ccntrgry,tho weaker of the two,Englaond must
toke the initictive to survive. The strength. of the United States.en—
ables her tc sit back. ~nd leove -the itpressioninglsng is tipping the
cart. This is the scriie pollcy Alrice npplied to. GerLunv,Itoly and .
-J”pon just- befrre the seccnd 1“per1“llst wire Her strength encbled her
“to leave the 1"grocs1on thot the othors rere. gullty. In both cosces the
re“l culprlt is \r ll Struet bqndltry S

itzlist development wien the system could afford-to grant coricessions
and reforusg, Furthert sihce this burocracy is linited to 1ts own - inter—
ests it- cannot fuilfill the neeés of the worklngman. ’

" Lens presents the clé reformidﬁ nd labor-faker p051t10n with new
book covers. In the period of the depression the unorganized moved to-
wards class channels of struggle, The burocratic labor skates such as
"John Le Levig and isurray beheaded and led this movement into a strait-
jacket by forning the CI0 and llmltlng its scope to their policy of -
clas —oolloborztlonlsm as opposeG to revolutionary politics. “#The New
Decl wzs born preciscly becauss private enterprise couldntt get out of -
the cepression. rut...tnless it builds: (capitalist. class-£d. note)the
steel Toundation of a higher standsrd of living in smerica,it will go -
out of husiness and be repLaood by another social order. ilach d4ay of

' ' "~} olé-1lins thinking brings .merican oapltallsm closer to the preciploe
: ths is only one ¢ spect of tho US—GB qntggonlsh..The Dollcr hes - j Lens presents: the "new®answer for saving the capitalist. class. He pro-,‘
reploced the Pound rs o reflecticn cf the position' of anericrn Coplt—"j noses the formation of a labor varty . and as a transition to it an -
alisn ns conpored to British Ccopitolisn. Ycou renenber the first inper= f"eduort10n11 alliance of progressive,socialist,and seni-socialist ele~
ialist wica of 1914 forced the pounc froi the top pcsiticn in the world.§ ments within the unions,vhether »FL,(IQ,or 1ndependent as a counter—

But fror 1914 to l°59,;lthough the Dollnr wos strong enough to. push thei\wlﬂht to both Stalinism and business unlon1sm."
. Pound rround;it wos unn.le to RuPLACE IT on the internctioncl fields

Toc“y,even thfugh we hove the sceveral-blocs on on 1nternétlon"l scnle
‘in nenetnry oxehonge,the foet recins thet the doller and its, golo re—-
serve,nct to upo;k cf its procuctlvo capg01ty culls the tune on o

- But he then completoly whltewaohec the "bu51noss unionists" the

| labor fakers,by saying that " nothing in tlisse lines ig meant as’ a por—

§ sonal affront to nurray,Green or anyone elsejnor is there any question

j of their sincerity or devotlon to the cause of labor." Through 430

| pages Lens deals with these choraoters on the basis of their obgectlve.

"grelatlon shid to the trade union movement. They are lesders and as such
b they play a social role. To separate the role of their characters 1nto_

fsubJoctLve and obJeotlve is only an other way of backhanded apology. !

} sut if one takes the working class p01nt of viewthese burocrets can

i only be .attacked a2s some of the most treacherous deceiuful, and 4dis-~

j honest in historye. actually however,lens® program and theose who sup-

 port the idea of labor partqum objectively tie theumselves to the ooat~
talls of the trode union burocracy in one form or another. :

wcrlc so\lo.

10-22-49:

ynur ‘subs orlptlon ‘to the Internﬁtlon 1. News explroo ?
dLvo you: been receiving oonpllhonttrv copmesof the IN wlthout send—
ing ypur- subseription ?° . -
are-you interestcd 1n receiv1ny the Theoretlcﬂl Veice cf Mer1s“
ronthly ? - Gon you send o contri-ution ? o~
Lould you like soue Cther'worker tc recelve th Intern“tion‘ Valter Reuther 'and his cohorts in the UaAW-CIO are oharaoterized
' . ._[| as the left wing ef the trade union movenent. Lens places his support.
— T@behind this grouping and says tiatb Reuther's collaboration with inrray
tnd’ Green leaves a-false impression. But. what about Reuther's support
of the Lemocratic Party and President Truman ?° He exposes himself as
another. labor faker in the trade unions. The mllltancy and democratic
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of labor be-f “to . the ‘ £ I .
‘weorG.. depression grovs,and the pressures and struggles of the rank and -

the .iuste force had OVER a HUNDRED trade unioh officials from.one end.

_great headway. They has a head start on Lewis and the Stalinists.

ST

T R e

French Irotskyites. to liguidate into the Socialist Parties.instead of -

R

» PaG: 16
chaxl&iéﬁﬁéﬁi&gipﬁithggﬂup&:ﬁ&rﬁéﬁfs union,dih.dﬁly.he{aﬁﬁr guted to
the %ﬁnk~hnﬂ'fi-e”worker béing: on ‘guard. agajdst *the constant’ attempts
of the capitalists tn the outside and the Reuther burocracy from with-

in to consolidate control,

'f”ﬂulnvolvehfhe ﬁ§ﬁk.and_file'WOrﬁer into ‘the struggle,make"the in-

‘dividual Joe Yorker feel that he rezlly -"owns! those unions,that he is

an. opganic part of theii,will the politicdi,social,and economic weapons

“forged to meet the impending crisis.” =g the movenent to--
file increase,the-labor party whose erbryo is composed. of the hodge-

podge sociulists,radicals,and non-Stalinists will lead. the workers to
a refori of the' system,as opposed to its overthrow. The labor burocrats

‘have long enough played their role of tying the workers -down to the ¢

capitalist systeil,and the Kew Deal did an effective job when the labor
burocracy could- do longer. control -the scope of the workers struggle by

~its . few palliatives. .But once again the reforiists wecognize that a

new "Mew Deal" must be revived,this time in the form of a lebor party,
imch broader in expanse .to straddle tlie couing wave of workers»opposi—
tion to the tyranny of depression,and;imperiglist Ware o ' '

WEAT Lilis QLTS

" %While Lens is reliable in accrediting the sources for the nater-

.ial in his bepok,he omits naming the source for his "unique" analysis
- of .the formation. of the 6I0. The thesis isvthat‘the'GIO~Was.formed to
"hesd off the militancy of the unorganized workers'from going outside.

tlie boundaried of class collaborationismnie
'. ﬂlensﬁis.not,aware of an imporﬁant.Surbressedgsectioﬁ'of iaforma—
tion about the formatien of the CI10.and therefore does not present a -
factual. picture. The facts are that just before the formation of the.
CI0 the old workers Party which was a merger of the Trotskyites and

of the country to the other organized as leaders of local progréssive
trade union groups. They were calling. for the: organization of the un-
organized into industrial class struggle unions and they were making

Euﬁ”with‘tﬁe.“French Turn® and wmith tlle steps toward liquidation .

of the Trotskyites -into the Socialist Party,and with this the expul-

sion of tie Left. Wing by ldusts,5chactman,and Cannon and later the drop- §

ping out of Liuste and his forces the powerful' progressive trade union

- - group was smashed and scattered on the rocks of entry into.the social- §
.ist party. The Stalinists then ioved up and took the place of this for- g

ce and iade their .unhoay alliance with Lewis.:

iLengféLdedmiﬂs one .complete chapter in presenting a history - §
of the niierican political mdveilent. On page 262 in his chapter on "The §
Turning Point® he pictures the .period when Trotsky called upon the

building a new International. He reiates how Cannon had denied that
the:WorkersxParty,in this_country vwould follow the saue course. But he §
omits all rzference to the history of this Left. Wing when it was buro-

cratically expelled by Cannon,the fact-that it comprised an Interna-
- tional ¥andencye. ilo mention is made of the Revolutionary Vorkers League

| Trotskyisii,but revelutiénas
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snd the role it has piayeaiin_the class striggles - R N
B ) ) 4 N A . . ) ‘,> . Py . B ‘ L. ‘
ATTACKS STLINISH T® SUPPORT CnPITALIS

.One of Lens® main points is that an unflinching attack against
Stalinism rust be madé in the labor movement. He relates many of the

. uaneuverings and double-dealings of the Stalinitsts 'in the Trade Unionse

Put he exposes the true nature of his position- when he says,"A strong
labor moveiient,with i%ts own political weapon,would have made possible

an effeective struggle against Stalinism in China,Greece,and  innumerable

- other places." This is a complete distortion -0f thé picture which white
washes the role of American Imperialism. The ¢ivil wars end revolutions
'in these countries are a struggle of the workers and peasante against
‘their own rulfng classes who are buttressed by the millions in dollars
of auerican Iliperialist support to thé counter-revolution and as such
it ‘plays the dominant rolé as the frontgl and nain enemy of the work-
ing classeTo maintain this political position mneans that eventually,as

the antagonisil and struggle with Staliniswm on the part of the Imperdial~

ists “dncreases,those supporting such progrems as Len*s,will .be in 4he

- camp of the Imperialists against the workers.

,  Stalinism is -incorrectly -characterized- as holding a position of
the Center. Stalinism is a social=reformist forece within the ranks of
the working class,which plays a-counter-revolutionary role. as such its
strategy and tactics change as-the class struggle,but its prograi re-
riains unaltered. ' . o ) - .

. although Lens is very critical .of the Stalinists he-does not
present a position of attack against the Stalinist from the left;he .
presents-instead an ‘aktack from the right,frou the labor party-liberal

‘posiﬁion.‘,If-ﬁenSjiﬁ-Qriﬁi¢izing Stalinisa why does he not present a:
sarxian position,why €oes he hid in. the cellar an appraisal,criticism,
or evaluation of Revelutionaery karxisiinot Stalinism,not socialisiinot

¥ arxisi and its.relation to the auerican

Labor liovzsiuent today ?

fiis book hds been properly praised by many -bourgois liberals,"

| social-democracy,and right wing centrists,since it presents a program
and approach wide enough in scope to embrace then alls This book should

be titled,“another Program For Soceial Denocracy."”
10~14-49
Errntod On poge 12 in'the.article'on.TﬂﬁiPOﬁNDrDOLL@R=STﬁﬁGéLE |

the fourth prregroph line 3 should recd. s follows— Dewaluation inver.
i~blg eans o

force sconoiiienlly cun goin its cdvantoges 'in the new alig

. ) . nt re -
less ofgp;per'motxons anc resoluticns pessed .in behalf.-of labom@ -gg?§~

"Subscriptions”tovthe‘Internpticnal‘NQWS-aﬁé,oné do1iéfia‘yeaf@u,

R o reatjustiient of the interncl narket tc -the external mor -
.ket. There is no wnll between these dwe narkets ¢ And the strongest




