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PENSIONS eWAGE INCREASES

The trade union politicians of capltallsm who dominate the unions
~ave up.the fourth.round of wage ingreases-and settled, for old age pen-
slong. iere and there wage increases were rung from the bosses -'ut the

21h trend was set by the Coal,.iuto,Steel and Rubber Workers Unions.
Lub guestion is——was it possible to .obtain a new round of wage increas-
;g;0r was the pension the only real concession that could be obtained?
naer the metholds used during and after the war b” these labor bosses
qls is about all they could obtain because the exploiters were ready -
ifor a cshowlCown. But under proper militant and class struggle tactics
Jith stratagn of nation 'wide help of all unions to those on strike
real wa.e and cher oon06531ons could be obtalneu.

it is no aooiﬂent that the suUto workers are Cisgusted with the
Szuther-Ford settlement,with no real sains for the union and an incre-
as of speeg-up..The Pensiqn,Plan obtainea was'secondary while primary

an a fem plﬂnt str1k=s were the only stglkes with laauershlp that..
fourht bar for primary gainme: at the point of production for< the em~
loyuu . The incustry wice strikes of the CIO anc the uiiners were only
List resorts after severy attenpt at negotiations an their part failced
wnd they gave all they could to-the bosses (emands. These leaders would
tave lost face altogether if they ¢id less. But their settlement on the
husis of a pension plan shows how far they are from capable trace union
leaCers. The aFL "International® unions under Green even 4id less to

gtem the tice of the bosses onslaught against the workgr s conCitions.

. Let us analyso th@ p?@SOnt old age rension pl ns of the country
ant sec where the. union pension plans fit into this structure and se
hew 1t helps tuc workers.
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The presont Federal system of old age pensions covers about half
of the workers and poor farmers. A little over half of the workers and
noor farmers are left cut of tho system., These persons are laft toshift
for themselves if they live to 65 years. They either must ge et help from
roelatives or relief in one form or the other. In other words,they are
in the main doomsd to skit-row in each industrial city.

Thowe workers who are coverel now by the pension system get so lit—
tle hoelp that it Con't Co very much towards keeping boly and "soul” teo-
sother. We are informed that of thosc receiving pensions the average is
about §28.77 por month. lany get loss than this amount and many more
sot the minimuwnl of (10.00 a month. a few get mors,up to the $85,00 max-—
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fven reactionarics agroe that this emount is not sufficicnt. l.any:

states werv forcel to carry their own plans to meet the inacdequacy of
thb Federal uystbm, Privete Companies were als forcod to help out with

cnsion Plang used for the few faithful who survived that long. These
Irlvate plans were mainly Q¥Imed at the trate unions when they tried to
organize the workers. Now the union lcoaders of capitalism put special
vimphasis on the amployer pension plans for the workers of this or that -
2iven 1naustry,anu these leaders haill it as a kig victory for labor.
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‘The 'n’ st pbn51on plgn bcfore the ﬂousc and Sunatc hopes to’ ralse
the minimum from-ten to twenty £ ive Collars permonth,and hopes to .cov-
er mbout @leven million more workgrs,nonfarm sclf gmployef ané state
anc. local ponrnmunt ¢Iployes, Sone @Omcstlc workers and a few others.
Tho hC&Su plan sblll leaves out of :the blll professional workers and
farmérs. So it can be seen.that if this blll is not ammended to death
before 1t is p&SSuu in the next session it remalns ulsgraCqully inad-
uquatu*
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¢
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g vou add together all the pension plans;the Fuderal employces
pension plans;the Foleral Pgnsion System,the Railroal pension system,
the State 01& aAgo PensionsiPrivate Plans which cover about five mill~
ion workers,etc.,they all aLc up to less than Lnough to takc care of
the ﬁguu\uorhwvs. . . .

5 On this basis 1t woulc soem as though the efforts of Lewis,Murr—
ay,lcluther and Othwf% is not only noblu but hitting a real sore spot
of hupan relations. However,a closer,analysis.on the basis of the wor-
kerts inte rests w1ll gqu a picture ! @f a Cifferent ooloﬂlng.

; (.
2 Lut us congider tho prohlem of old age pensions from the stanc*
p01nt of, qll ‘the 'workoers, It is agraec thqt old age pension plans are
neeLsC even though thé magorlty of workers Cic before they reach the
65 your ags 1init to qualifs. Neaturally the limit should bg lowerel to
AT TsaST B0 yedrs. Industry thriows many workers out long bBefore this
age and ruplacus thbm.w1th 20 year olls with strong backs: The plan
shdulc bs organized to bencfit AKLL workers and poor farmers and. not
just those who are better orgqnlzou an can put forth greater pressure.
This same conlition holds true with unemploymunt and olC .age assist~
ancs. Thig in itself shows a glaring lack of SVQry plan in existenco.
He propagania for old age(ana unciployicnt and othoer social neud 's)
shoulC. STaRT with a <demand. to take care of the lowest paid and unorgan—
izel workers first;uvven though the actual presswre of organized incus-—
trics will obtain benefits first by thuir bargaining position.

Kueep in mind that no matter how successful the union crive to get
biggor ant better old age plans is—-the fact remains that. it falls
shprt in neny regpects. It is a galn for only those fcow workers of all
1nx1 strices who live to 65 years; anC it will louave out inthe cold the
overwholning nunmbsr- of workers an¢ poor farresrs outsile of -the basic
inCustries ant cutsice of the crganized union workers.

It it unCerstoold that the workurs nust flght for all TiwldDIaTd
DPBunlNUS which are known as reforis. This obviocusly includles old age
plans. But HOW you fight for reforms (lLimwdiate Domands) and how this
is coorcinated wlth your alil anc ultiuate demanls Cetormine not. only
the success of the workers,but above all the capltqllsts plansto ¢annal
ize thess lay to day struﬂglvs into safc class collaboration channols,
Thrt hoas bedonie the net result of the Reuthbr-walsguurrdy pun31on plmn
flght. These strikes have shifted the eipphasis frowl the LAIN cay to
Cay fight at the point of procduction for iimeliiate Ceilands and wage in—
creases to the auxiliary flght for iimeliate Ceuands. It has the sane
effect on the general welfare of tho workers as a whole as to shift the
fight frof the peint of production to the pqxnt of consu“ptlon,prloes,
taxes,sta,. We are not saying that thesg auxiliary,or secondary irmiecl-
iate deulancs shoul be ignored or forgotten. We are saying that the
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fight st Be kept ih the sphere'df the Prinary €4y to day delants
vith the cuxiliary dernds bringinig up the rears Hven when the day to
0¥ struggle is hitting' the bosséd -for privary issues the class strug-—
glo tracc unicnists still have the big anls iriportant problen of seeing
that the labor agents of capitalisii Co not win in the strategy of div—
oreing these iimediate demands froil the class struggle ultilate denands
and. when the labor agents of capipaliSLant only shift the eiphasis
frow the! prinery immediate Ceuanls-to secondary immediate demends the
fight of the class $Struggle clerient Reamites even nore difficult ‘toriake
any gains for the working class. . : | : -
I1ts an old trick of the labar agents nf cagpitalisit andthe yellow
journzlists to ¢lain that this or that step in class gollaboration will:
greatly AID Ths WORKERS;while theory first and fadts later prove the
contrary. Such fake argwicnts—-that the nore you producé the more you
will rycgive in wages;while history and facts proye. that unler capitak-
- ecinouile . relatichs speeC-up hélps pquuce;unenplgyuent,depressions,anﬂ
2 relative lowering of the real wages of the morkers. Alsc there are
such fake azgurilents that” the sapport. of your cafiitalist in war will bée~
nefit the werkors;while faets prove the contrary. So too with the un~
irn old age plans. They tell us this will help:push the Federal govern-
ient to inprove their 'plens. sSut already -thg Manufadturwrs Asscciation
en. Chalibur ~f Coplerce is "poinging .cut that the governient should not
pusin through alaﬁzfat%,Sqqié;fWelfd@e Plans .because PRIVATE INDUSTRY
is taking care nf thelir ~wn workers through these old age plang,and o-
ther industry welfare plans. This pressureg ~f big business will result.
in lining up jiany votes in the Heuse add. $enate tc exnscul ate the wel-
farc Bills ont to give less in heeds .to the warkers anc poor faruers.
vheresas,the pensi-n plan -f the uilitary service ©f American ilperial—
is:: holps keep in lipne a drge svetien of elite nilitary aristocrady
vho oare ?bganicﬁllg‘tiﬁﬂ?Withnldbor;go too will the okd age plans of
in‘uctry and uninsns Holp bribe’ the aristnerncy of: labor to use their bg-—
cinst the any ifre 11illirns ~f unorganizol pnor paid worktrs. It will
help nlrng the fiorican prlicy.of lobor -arist~eracy: as was corried out
by ntland and its trale uni-n.leoders Ny Lany yeors ngo- when Brit-
ish L.porinlisis was 5411l 2 werld power., - o

Yes the wrrkors iust fight for all foris of seelal security,fron
pirth to foath chverageibut these must be.subwrdinated tothe.inin issue.
~I wrge increas&sen’ print ~f preducti~nsproplaas coartindted -properly
1O far worker's Jeniopds ageinst the gxpl~iters. . - SRS -

-
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A SUPPRESSED GHAPTER FROM THE
HISTORY OF TROTSKYISM-HUGO OEHLER

The truth nwust be told, No natter how nwuch tiue passes on, soon-
6r or later the truth about historical conditions are werified, In
this case we are late,late by six years,due to conditions be¥ond our
control,conditions we will not deal with now, We desdre.tol present q
factual cccoupt of & chapter in the history or Trotskylsm,sp601flgally
Trotskyism in® the United States after the defeat of the second Chinese
revolution,up through the victory of Hitler in Germany,t@roug@ the
Spanigh Civil war and up to the brginning;of the second iuperialist

warein® 1939, , oy

_ We know how. Geruan Social Deilocrncy suppressed docuients of Morx

. and dngels,fépt'the truath finelly caie out. ile know how Stalinisn wars

the writings of Lenin,supresses thc material of Trotsky and.countless
other- reveolutionists.” Thesc opportunists in the ronks of lapor have
borrowed & page Fror the historians of -the exploiters cnd their poli-~
tical hacks who distort tae news from.day to doy.

.. .- o §

Now we hove the Trotskyiteswdistorting.ficts,presenting a false
picture of inportont historical developieats. We refor to the book
written by Jaues P. Cannon,"The History Of Auerican Trotskyisn®™s This
book was published in 1944 by the Pionser Puhlishing Company.

R}

Let us not wmisunderstand each othore Vie know that a dozen persons
nay observe the smae situation,or accident,or event cnd when they are
quostiocnod you will cbtoin severcl different versions, We know that in
faeticnal fights each vaction has its own point of view. Can it be that
we are uercly presenting o different factional point of view f£en1 <
Connon and his Trotsky faction ? Or can it be that undernegth these
factional vicws there is certain materdial which nickes for objectivity,
for class truth,for o better understanding of the events. As hist~rical
materdolists we ask thosce who are interestud..in these clhss svents 1o
get all sides nf the questinn,but judge by objectivity and not person-
al feslings,

The most inportaont eriticisn of Cannons *History" is its sub ject—
tive and personal account of cvents during thot perieds Trotsky often
wrote froll a personal angel but Trotsky aliaYS docwients his rotericl
with o great variety of quotations,d~cwientary rotericl and cther his-

Ctorical iwterial which interwove the personal witih the historidcl.

Connon fails to dn thiss Cannon gives his subjective version with
littlc or no inmportant documentary backbonws This 110thod that Cannon
usus ig populer and nakes for ood reading but it falls ghort ~f being
a fundeuentel work on the subject. In reclity tho burden of proof
ghould  be supplisd by Gann~n;but when on:. writes a book of thot natury
ture,tho burden of proof t7 dispreove his subjcetive stotollents thoroby
falls up~n the shoulders of he vho replics. Thorof-ro,it will be ne—
cssary to give oxtonsive qu~tati~ns ~r ports f 1~rng dncuients,

I will inject nuch purscnal atericl, I will atteript tn supplerient
this with sufficient decwients to subst ntiate ny position, I will not
necessarlly begin at the beginning,because I was net there at the be—
ginninge. But one who coies late vy contribute sonething,and that I
hnpe to do in a stiall waye
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1L FIRST CONFERENCE

In the Spring nf 1929 the first national conference of the Trot-
eky factitn of the Carwnist Party was held in Chivago. This is as
goal n beginning as any-point. I came ‘tn the conif urence but Aid not
attent any sessi~ns. I was token to the hcuse of one of the leading
curades. There I mot with oli the ledders in twes or threes at differ
cnt hours oné tiies until I L4d a good report of the cenfércnce and in
turn gove theld 8 good acesunt of 1¥sclf. I wonted o leavo thoe party
(CP) immecictely,that is within o midnth or two after: I would go back
to iy ~1d District-and try to line up whort & eculd. <Canncn,t.actmang
specter,ant.all the other leaders did net agrees They said it would bo
of grentoer value if 1 stayed in the party. They had other plans frr
ns. I explcined t~ then that I had been romoved gs District Organizor
in the Wust bocausc I refuscd t~ sign o statement against Trotskyisn.
I had token a vcck positieni I took o neutrgl pgsiticn. I told then.
thwt L Qid n~t have tho ‘sliightast iiden whot Trctsky stood for. I had
no politicnl C®cwnts of 'his and ¢id net know whaot it was all about .
then I heord b-th sicost I would 'take a pesitisn. This was enough for
the meeinnicalburneiratic’ Levestone.majority they rigged up at. the
District conventi-n undoer Ben Gitlowtls leaCership. We had a logol na-~
Jerity tut with Gitlow on the top cormittee overrulling us uost of ocur
Gelogates ueré unfuated’ and Gitlow gave his followers the najority.
Uncer the circw:istanceés it 1ay not have been. so wedk;but in a faction-~
al fight ncthing is worse than a neutral position. I paid for this,
left feor. St. Louis,finally got a job and started asking for naterial.

I stall ca6 arcund to the party roetings in this arece;but what
oxperdience :I hal sort of tcok the wind ocut cf me. I finaXly obtained
sorw ~f the fundemental llaterial of the Trgtskyises throhgh Gridberg
anC. rartin Payor of St. Louis. This openod ny oyes and when the Ghi-
cag™ c~nforevnce weos held I quite 1y job and went tc Chicage titling ny-
self t~ Dbo therc frr the e-nferonce. iy cash was - o low that I waited
until Fricey night tc catch tho bus.' I neelslily tinal pay checke.

This was a iustake. I should hdve g-nc there’a week in advance so I

crulc argue BSFOLRE the conferénce instead of being brottled wp behind

the crnference. o . ' e
¥ * ° . h .

vhy Co I, relate this ‘personal acc~unt ? Because it thiows light
upon the way the Camnin,Shactiian,abern factiom workoeé. It nust be ro-
Nathered that I was & Neidber- ~f the Ganncn faction in the CP when I was
~rganizer cf District 10. Usudlly the District organizer should have
éorwe avenue of ¢rizinicatirn to the top factisn. I €id until thoy woreo
LXpelled and thon I ruccived n~ Liore corflunicatisns. Vhat I rocad were
a fow auniuportent lottors and sceonlary Cocwients thay hed sent to |
Buchluryan -3¢ friend ~f Canncn's;and an oxcellont party eorrado. But +
. thore wore ne prlitical Gocuionts,positirns,and that is what I wantcd.
Pessibly thoe faction considerud Iy uninpertant until I caric tr Chicago
On :iy own initiativu. But the ipertgnt question is this. If they
hanclol a Cistriet organizer like this,hrw Cid they handle tho ~thor
cruntl.es c-ntacts they hal thr-ughout tho country ?

The truth ds,they i a miserablu job of pushing their case to the
Ieubers,to the syripathizers and to the class in the inception periol.
This was & trerendous set-back for the jeft Opposition in Auerica. They
held the -sal.c fetishisi. of 2- pardty-faction with party loyalty that Trob
sky Cic.in ths USSR which cost hin so twuch and which cut the grount

e . ) - . 1 Y " : . b .
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from under him.

. Did they rectify any of, thig ot Chicago ? Nee I was told to re—
mnin in the party and lay 1¢f. They would give ue “instructions later.,
I mas, told to carry out instrudtionsi By this tine Ic vestone was held
"prigoner" in mMoscow and Lis faction Was beat to a Pulp while Browder
was elevated o vernight to power. . o

' I corried out instiuctions. after o short stay in Chicego,deing
not iwch of anything,except. trying to mpke a living Ir was instructed
to proceed to Gastonia and take up where Fred Beal left off*due to-his
detention in jail for o frome-up murder charge. I carried out ‘instruc-~
tions,was isolated from advanced workers and did ny Yevolutionary dutye
In this whole tilie':rly comrmnications with the Trotskyite faction were
go rlengrd. it could: not Be called cm~orgemizationsi relationship. It
was o stiong ideological rel ationship on fiy part.' For what I sem and
wrote about(which is“glready recorded in print)cohfiriied ny convictims,
I wgs true,first of all to the working class;and carried out the in-
terest of the working wclass 100% cohtrory te Stalinism and the weak

If' the Trotskyites handled other contacts in the CP as they han—
led 138 you can rightfully see that it is no wonder that they did not
gain what wos rightfully theirs. You had to fight ‘your- way into the
closced circdle of the Opposition;they were organizational sectariaqs;

So nuch for the organizational &Bspeets of how they handled new
recruits. kicre than once in the Hew York nerbership Zkeeting and the
PG I crtticized them 'on this point. Now for the Chicagc conference
which was morerlore iupertant. ‘ o

In his book, Cannon passes off the Chicagd‘oonferqnce as a big
step forwarl. It Gas-—in coupardision to what they were—-but there were
ieny '‘shortconlings thot Cannon blurs over cnd ign€res. Canncen forgdts
to tell you in his history that already at this first conference there
wore pclitical fights over the line of narch of the grdup. The left
group in the Left ©ppositicn in Chicago had such corrades as Tor -0

~Flarety,John idward,John Mehelic. There were miany i€re,but since I did

not attend the conference I chnnct repert details accurately. I do

_know that they wanted stefs tc be taken to speak to the class as well

“as the CP,the party. I do know ,they wonted the conference to go on re-

1

-

cord against, building & labor perty. I do Know that they wantdd sone
docunients adopted on the Wegre questinn and other pressing docmiénts,
But Cnnnon Shiagtiem and the doninont group just left this rife. They

CGiC not want te vote for e against. They wanted ‘the damdr left open

for:Cevelopizents,so they could properly trril cevelppihg ‘closs events,
as they have done ever since. T 'put myself cn record with this left
wing. Thaot was 1ty nistake; I-had stated ny position and they just let
pe sit on iceuntil a ‘futird’-date -+ <o '
B . .t P I . i

foy
» 3 .

This inceptich fight,which Ganncn,Shection,and ethers were ahle

. bo push aside grew like a mountain in the Leagus until the doys of
Hegotidtion with Muste and others where it broke out in the open. In
. gl these VYears' Connen and gthers . were able tosilother this left devel-

~opment until Basky,Storvy,Goridiie,0chlar, and “thers organized a . left

wing ang were nblé to siiggh through their burocractic control. Let us
recapitrlate this ‘point freir the standpoint of' theory. From the very
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jneopti n of the Coizwnist League the lealership ¢id notundsrstand o
pne inportont prgbleil of thg class struggle. het us put it this way.

If you are a facti-n of thd party,Within the party with a legai statug
enchave gertolin rights where y-u,can.spesak and have your pojnt of view
publishyc within.t <:Party,and; dhove )all,’.i’t’ is STILL POSSIRLE TO RE~
FCRil He ParlY tp revelutiongry Morkisr,than’ yeéur actions are 'the ac— -
tg-ns A loyal Reribers. Bvan .though you hive Your svporate cdueus and -
line y~u keep your agrwicnfs within the partye. e Co

. Butuhn y_oq.mq._ghftﬁé‘ 'paint’ whyre reforni is no longer, possible,
oy whug, yoR.2re;expelledtas. thg Left Op ositiol wagr,than it is fooldu..:
ish'tc rerely try t~ win ~ver PARTY LululSy aweve''all as an outsicde =
factisn you iust: GO TQ THE CLaSS »ND TRY aND WIN NEW RuCRUITS THERE,as
nell as,\.a:-n’*k,‘\ﬂstit}l.in' the ,;pfmt}’r if you are’still trying to. reforii it and
win recruit 's‘.w;tyl}inf“’i‘h'is dialsetical reloticn thé Cannop,Shactilan;A-
wern faction never understogl, in the Cdays of 'the.CLa,thiir’. ~&¥ions in
onttering. the $.2.,2n thelr 8btions” tATay Poveal this. We will deal
pith the lotfor bws"phases later. Thé fight botween the weak left wing
+3 the f~undatinn c~nference in Chiczge and the lehdership is @& part
of this struggles It grow @s o sers and festered as the Leggue grow.

o Ut PREJUDICE VL RAaSONI.  t o
Another. dspeet, ::%I‘.,‘t,his".?];ﬁ'e's,tii‘%n‘“ ig ‘the opprsites. By #hat T mean
how. to judge hw ans in;their, vnydorniental suroundings. Each zgpe who
comes to thu, revolutdonary siorxizh crganiation ust be studied: accord
ing to his beekground:and usel acepriingly. In 'g‘%"ffﬂmnt parts of the -
ccuntry you rocruit ifgg”tyi,-vimml‘s,\'lh‘b“}Lff trad¥plant el 'in cthor parts-of
th. e¢~untry vr\ula‘.‘bux«,i@&g‘hﬁmtql rather than a help,until they,thersel—
ves overcomr. Mhulr sucwionnl shortcopings. A loadership nust take this
into cce-unt. Het so Withy Cenneny On’ page 93~f his book ho spunks of a
flow Yerk co.rode with Cerdur-y ponts,o nustache and long hair-—end froo
Gruonich Villoge. Hu e-nleins this courec forthright an’ says,he kncw
that he vas no goode This coirade later Joinol Ochlor andl thereforo
thett proves thoe Group of dosky,Storzy and Ochler- was n® good, This is
confuscl ruasoning. tvery foacti~n in New Yerk anl in New Englhnc hns
such types. Thure nre the typés of thet aren. Often thise corwrales

know more gbout rovolutionary licrxism than their ‘comsins in other prrts
~f th. country. New York uspeciclly has as any European "perscnald="»
tics" s it hns avericen, Don®t let these Cetails confuse you. Connon
is' correct,in ~ne sce~ndary aspo¢t. That thuse comrades are not the
best to go Lust and South ont takd over trale union work,etG. But ev—
ory cmixv.lv h-s his place.and overy cxrade LAY or- can be aljusted to
hig:unvisrmentnl sceondnry Qspucis, In gny factlion,types who are in !
their- 1recl cnviwrnient,..ay be the best thooretical comrades regardless
of their indivigunl puculinritiss. ‘ : '

Everyceveloping y-uth pass.s through that staege of peculiar habits
and. dress. On the ‘basis of whot Connen says ot one tine or the other
wvery cxiluge ey or girl should be eonCudisd for'thueir freckish Cress
Ths j~ko is ~n Oocnncn,uvery faction had these typed st ~f thom havo
grown canscrvative in taste aftor o fuw yueors. Cannrnts arguwicnt,thot
buecnuse this fullow with sorturoy pants’ joineC Ochler,thereforu,thu
Dhler group is no good,is onu kind of silly arguuent and type of pred-
julice proscntul in his' "Bistory" of Trotskyism. Ve shalld give more of
Connents srgwicnts agtinst us thet arv os bad,3f not worst than this -

One.
3
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"On- Jonuary. 29,1933 therc was held it Gillespie,Illinois a conference
of the -Progressive winers Union. gnCr'éther- independent lmbor organiga-
tions to:consileri the question of: b mow fedoration." I attended the
conferenece by invitation from o group of 'Progressive miners,and spoéke
therec, This was the first.time inh‘hearly five years that I had been do-
le to get out of New York. It was also the first time that any repre-
septative of the Amerioan Beft:Opposition had g chance to speak to vwors
kers as such:outsiCe ohe small-eirclg wof intellegtial radicals.(p.105)

. " P T Tt TR PV P

. Ithink this is as good.a point -as ahy to speak of  the excellent
work carried en by our keft! Opposition démrades in the coal fields and
nearby incdustrial cities of this"aro@e It seems like Gonnon can only
remember what he porsonllly- participates injor is there a rcason bee
hinc this failure to present the wérk toward the mnsses in this area
for a period of years ? ..+ -~ R R .

L 1A t ’

Cannon was invited to speak hore because the Communist League had
the proper: influences We hal the proper influence bscause we hal car-
ried¢.on work for several years in this' whole area. I have alteady told
you that the loft opposition to the Cannon,Sehactman progreom already
Ceveloped at sho first notional confereéficd in-Chicago. This continucd
togrow ani Chicago was.a base of its éetivity with the coal fields so
near. When I was finally permittel to ledve the party I settled in
Chidago.ali‘vworkal -with tho-Chic gd wnit. It had o heclthy reaction
anC was the main force that prodded the.top committee of theledgue for-
mony burning probloms of the cay and ifor-cctioen’in the clnss sfruggle -
besiCes heing a faction of the . party(CP). It was not the only unit thot
C1d this. Others 4id toojbut thou Illinoeis aréa tmmnslated into action *
their written arguments. . . / .. | S : -
o

Cope . i . . \

While the ling df Cannod-fias to -aet ds a faction in the Stalinist
unemployst Leagues we wole dlready building ‘independent unemployed loo—
gues in this crea. We were Coing inthe Illinois ares -what the Muste
group was Coing in Ohid.:In addition we had o small but excellont fac—
tion in the Progrussive mindrs and Were working among the coal miners
bothiin trade union and unemployéd work. o :

~after s@verall yoars.of -Jimmy ‘Higgins work on the part of all’ ’

these comrades we finally recched the point where tthe Chicngo anc St.
Lowis wnits,togethuer with our comracdes in the ceonl ficlis coorcinated
thelr work so that.th _yleould Subpopim@chler- as a full ttime organizer,
in this area. The Militant sympatiiizer club in- Chicago roally furnish~
el most of the money for this cotivity. There were many comracf.es who
mace this possible;some are uncble to be méntioned. But we can, neme &
fow. Without. the work of the comrades of the two units,the Militont
Club anc Fr@ﬁer;Angaio,Allard,Thomptonfand Watt end manw-othors,this
would not be possible., 7 . - = B ‘

b g w4 oo it "(." ’ o
: Cgnnon says, ™on .licy 1.'=nd 2,1933 the great iloongy Conference was f
held in Chiecgo,initintel byiithe Stalinigts,but with meny trade unions
participating, We sent: a.Celggotion to. this. confererce and I had the |
opportunity to speck to severwl.- thousant peoples™ (p.1l4)

. Ty s . . o s .

Do you think the Stalinists would have left Cannon glone in &il-

F]

. :
!
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losple Jen. 29th,onl in Chicogo'hiny 151f the Stalinists hands wore
not tied by genuins workurs who supported us? Of gourse not,

wh~t Cannon fails t¢ reveal is the fact that from St., Louis to
Chigago and throughout the coal fields the Communist League had its
own indepund.ent position in the minors union and the ungmployment work,
In 1~rgv 1ndcependent uncmployed loeals scattered throughout the coal
ficlds and in Ghicago,etc,the Communist League had idgological leader-
ship. Likuwilsc we Rd ideological leadership abové the Stelinists and’™
Socinlists in the 3llinois coal fields. g§py tincs @ Left bloc in the
corl: £is1ds: nmohg othirs would includ W Left OppoSition forces,. I
sovered those towns wovk 1n ond weelk out’ with othvr! Lecgue comrades who
would snerifice,time,toney,and their autos to mhke this possible,.We of-
ten oxehzngel “clegrtes with the Chio unemployment movement deminated '
by tho Buste Torses. They likue cur- boys and we liked thuirs when we
core in contnet. with c¢ach other; - & - :

Ihis work toward the masses was the foundation upon which the twe
meetings Cnnnoen. spodks:.ofswiore held,Cahfoh wos called” into ride the
creet. of the wave ~fieur . corr.oct climentory class struggle work that
gove us roste ond thet enabled several other ecomrades and myself to
gpeak rygularly,ofton daily to large ‘meetings of uncmployed workers or
Progressive mincrs.: €2nnon speaks os though his speeches were the first
for any league members., . - o ‘
Ly .

;' Don't misunderstand me. I om neot spunking purs~nally for the obmé,
rades of  this arva or mysclf. We have no melice or Petty rcagons to
bring out thoesc facts, The remson I speak of this is b@gauss,l- as an
inCopun’ent rovolution~ry sicrxicn asrgrnizaticn (the CLAY uncor our own
bennor Gins cnrrying on work toward the mosscs for chund of whot wos
~~e in Now Yerk unilor the stiflying influcnce of tho tep committuo of
Connen »n’ Sehnetmana. 8.~ This independent succussful work toward the
mrsges whs eurrivd ~n.lang bofore tho steps’ toward fusion with Muste
vere token, 3.~ This cetivity wos corrdied on long before dannon and
B ctiien bunt the menbers “Fnto linc and expelled these who Would not a—
Orwe Y liguidnte int~ tht Socialiist Party, 4— THis @otivity nf the Chi~
c2go,St. Louds,~n’ Illincis c-mrades was O mile~post in ground work to
convines sanste nnd his oble followers thnt the CLA whs o worthwhile or-
fonizction, wuste un'orstood that if Connon could speak on o Mry Day
-22rney Gonforvnes. ernte~1lol by the Stalinists than the CLa comre .¢s in
this grea must hnove crnsidercble inflr encu,

L. Shole - :

There is 2 fifth ruasons. You will notice if you rechgek Connonts
Tdstory " thet he hns ~rgonized histisiquenee enl s tructure; in such o
fashien th~t we viere all iseloted emd Scotoricn until the iinneapolic
strikv, n ~t -this. time ~nweri Ochlob's usefulness wos nil,and at this
time wo were toking stups t~ nogotiate with Muste ‘and.. Trotsky put fors.
th his Frynch Turn liquidation plrnk. In other words,Cantion would have
us, beliove with the clinin~tion ~f tho Basky,Stamm,Ouvhler faction,with
dordpors ond liquideti-n int~ the 8P ot Ala~from thon on woe turned towed
th. m-ssus, This chronnlogy of svents giveh by Ccnnen is'falss, Othor
WXMmples con,be given frrm ~thor-.citics,whert -oar ocomradlos hgd also to-
kun - gondly turn t-word the mossos, Tgis WS well underway in the seme
serisnd I hove beon Qiscussing. THis! wWork' woes 'ncefmplished over thohegds
" thy top s mmitiuve . REEERET '

*

it
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. Before the Apral Caonferance . Cannon speaks of there were other-con_
ferences; th us qudté from a 1ather dealing w1th thlé* g a

1‘ * " bc ::‘ . }4‘» "'
“ S . U S T _ Springfleld iLL.
A ';*A*ﬁ;, “-%?{'JEJ'”w;lfﬁq':‘ R marbﬁ 4 1955
&. - - N ‘ -~ 'x:.-'v ~.l. L. lﬁ-:vt,“‘.“, R Y.;IJ. l"\ ,: »: v ‘v“‘. ) ey . . P ‘
JuB C'annonx LT e M PSSR
Natlonal Executlve Commlttée R A , A .
Vet ik oy 3“':.\'{35 ROCTR R +V PR BN ' -
' g [ '-' ’ ".-.x . ' *y N . Wt N
Oonmaqa dannon.xﬁ 's‘uuffx*; gu?,a_ L_::va Lo ;T ‘ -f,*fiq

. '1 semt ygn.wgaterﬁay speoiam deiﬁvd?y the artlcle for the M111ta%t
on'the conﬁerenae.~mhls w1ll“g1vefyqu*ngeneral 1mpres51on of the con~
'ferencea I mﬁly‘now deal with theiQtPer bhaée*of ﬁhe conference., o

) S‘. . .".‘ (\;“t 1% ! '- ’
The ﬁ@rﬁas représbnted st the- conference‘were scattered andﬂofnone
too greét an 1mportance outside of the Fhih ﬂelagates ‘which constituted
the bulk and backbonei : 34.‘w e . . -
. Al Yoe
Theapolltlclan foroe epreseﬁte& gave Stalimmsm the Qverwhehmmg
magorlty &s an organized: forcerbut the left 6pposition with.no delega—
tes and only*fraternal«ﬂelegaﬁ s ahd ¢lose sympathizers of the organi-
zation asAdelegates were ablﬁ* 0 ‘put through thelq-iglicy and to' be the,
main ., dr1v1ng force-and revolvxng point of* the confefence. The uust1tes
were few in number but very active. The Socialists were strong in num-
ber . but unorganized with the right wing soclallsts suvporting cpportu-
nist proposals and the left Spclallst in the main: suppo%ting the Left
0ppos1t1qn. The new federatnonists and, strlcnly traée unionists were . |
- the second: largest organized force of the- coﬁference but they lacked .
floor~leaders and alear ‘policy.* . .. 0 o o
y : "o , ‘
@ne thlng dan be said and must be}understood. That if I had walk-
ed 1nto townsat ithe! 1ast dayi we would . have been handicappeo ‘and 1nfad3‘
maybe ‘no. fdetor ‘ef 1mpoﬁtance at the conferencew The fact that I had
been in.the Gillespie aréa:for over a week prior to the conference and
1sg@ke at thiee- meetlngs as - a Left Opgqsihlonist and had made contacts,
anf..some -new contacts 1s one ¥eason why wWe were able to drive through
Qur!pollcy,, S :

cern "’r“""

co T e e e 51gned,‘-.. L

f iy N “- IR PO i i '-‘ } L ;“R‘ : ‘ ,ﬂ.ugo i OEhler " . -
. o ACT L FIG:TI‘ g .
S ~ FaoTION 5 AP FagTION FIETS g

In Cannonts shory of Trotskynsmﬁhe often minimized here and thersg
and then on the ot Lot hanu often.enra:ges other events,as we have al-
reagy revealeqw Here is another sugh example» Cannon 1gnores almost -

completely ix "his book the" gact that in the whole life of the League
from’ late 1928 :unt'ii, ‘the, unlflcatlop with th@jmqste‘fornes we only had
one conference,&: coupls - of‘p&enums and our liquiddtion convention when
we organized. the Workers Party, This: burqcratlc control from the top-
vas fought, constanmly by ‘the- Illinois ‘area.’and others but we could not
obtaln a magor;ty,eXGept pressure to forcé through‘a Plenum. o

" The first’ Pleﬁumnwaé held, not malniy-beoause we ha a.rotten fao-
tional fight in New York betWeen Cannon and Shactman% However Cannon
writes like a "democrat"™ and accuses us of burocracy. He says,"The
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oehler group,for example,was no sooner constituted as an independent
organization thantle people who had been lured by his appeals against
the terrible burocracy of the Trotskyist got a rude shock. They encoun—
terel the most rigid and despotic caricature of burocracy." (P. 221)
rothing %3 farther from the truth,Cannon is accusing us of what he is
guilty of. . . ; ,

The RVL went through the Cannon-Schactman burocracy and therefore
wrote the most far reaching and best constitution yet to be written in
ths United btates. It gives the meombership more democrlactic control
than any othor revooutionary organization we know of,based -upon Demo-—
rratic Centralism. Gannon may reply, "But in life you acted burocatic."
Jo angwer that this‘is not so. Under democratic contralism we allowed
all opposition ané {ifferences within the Lesgue,except when majority’
Cecisions are reacghed and if these former minoritkes continue t, ‘take
this minod#d . postion to the class against our orficial posidtion.
Cannon or no one els2 can find an action against comrades in our organ- .
ization to t he contrary. For example,Ziffel always ha@® principle dif~
ferences with the majority b?t‘only,when he took these differences to
the clagcs did we by mutual consent pa%ﬁﬂcompany,yet as friends.

. But let us get back to fhe first plehum of the Ledghe anl its fac~
tioral fight. It is & contrast to what I have just said anc the way the
HWl condfuets its activity. ‘ o '

The Plenum was held before I was sent to the Coal fields that I
just nentioher, Tho after effects of the Plenum faction “fight was still
felt in owr work in Illinois'in spite of our success. I still callel i
the Gannon-ochactmon leadership éven though there Were two factionsaw
I was with the Cannon faction,.This is beca use no move was liade from
the national officce withoutShachman?s O.K. His faction was ahle to
stulenate cvery move of the Cannon faction and stifled the works

Uhon wo heard of tho proposel Plenum in Chicago we were all for it
heocanse we coull take up negglected issues, The left wing comracdes were
able to have placed on tho agenla such gquestions as the labor party,
(whicn me wgnted to vote Jown,as it s'tood as an open question)the Negro
.azstion, the trade union guestion,American Imperialism and others. Ve
inccodaed in getting these points on the agenfe——at the end, &t first T
iliovh that this vas a victory,but as the Plenum (raggel on talking a—

hout foctional nothingness we never gob to thess points at this Plenum.

I A&turdlffﬁhad to take a position on the factional fight even
thougl: my points tere not reached. I voted with Cannon and his faction
against thactman and others and identified myself with Cannon until the
loft wing organized its own faction a few years later. -

The following luotter in part just before the Plonum sent By mo {p
the to) gormittee will throw light upon the sl tuation. For each event
thut I donl with I will give quotations from letters,locuments ebe.,of
that por-iol to show that I am not making a reevaluation of the event,
aft.r- the cvent in retrospegb. U .

¥ . . : . N o -
" '
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' I o Chicago,Ill.
: g0,

April 11 1932

- -
ry o

Hational Executive Committee . . ' : x
Communist League of America ‘ o i

Comrade (Pearetary): J,h-J S ' e

I hevg your minutes of the 4th anC. the statement of Gannon anc
uhactuan on the calling of ‘a Plenum.

mhe &1sou551on ‘seems to revolve aroun@ the p01nt should we call
a plenum firgt anc then start discussion, or proceec mlth the Ciscusse
"siof to end with a conférence. The questlon has alrealy been settled
in a n(gatlve way. We already have Ciscfssion here,and I am postiype
the same, is true in New York. The discussion startec ‘with thu minutes .
and wtatoments of ﬁhe youth oqmmittee sent out flrst e G

The < ocuments alreacy issued,to nmy. op:nlansehtle the Garter-ls~
sue,but thcy ¢o not lay down the prescnt Cifference between the com—
raéus of ;thg .national committes. The Cocuments only speak of past ¢if-
furencus. Once the present Cifferences aye presentel,POLITICAL Ciffer—
snces,than an unterstanling of the past differences w1ll through light
upon the pOllthal argunents,that is all,

, If Tore doouments are losuea,smmllar to the Qne by Garter;you will
find it dbtrlmental to the Loague. Therefore;l -am of the opinion that
before Cocullents are issuel for the members we should hold a plenun
in order to collectively ullMlnate personal an@ secaondary ksues to be
able to give the menbers political cocuments of Ciffsrences. Therefore
1 vote” for the oalllna of a Plenun. e DRI :

Slgnea
Hugo Oehler

The Plenum.flght was on a low 1gvel. The real polltlcal Locumentsto e
taken were never reachac. It revealec an 1nternal sickness fron isola-
tion and 1ntarnal ex1%uunce suffereL by snall organigatiocns.

LY

I now quOup frd].another letter ong year latbr to show what Iiean:

ol Gillespie,Ill.
oo larch 30,1933
Dear Comrale $annon: T

Just got back from Taylorville and find your letter and the latest
minutes. The kinl of work one carricé€ on here in the coal fields re—
oves one 80 farﬂfrﬁulthe stiffling ‘New York factlonal gdtuation,that
it has the lffect,nct of making peace but of Criving harter toward, o

goal’ to solve the internal situation in order that the Left Oppositim
can take its rightf#ul place in the amerdcan Labor rovement, It nakes a
person "boil™ when he realized the valuable energy "wasted" over "trif
los"with the natual aid facticns and disintegrating tencenciés when
the League should be driving out into class activity.

For- this reason as well as others I am of the opinbn that cormrade




i

IHTE TIOW..L Nads PAGE A3
Trotsky‘s‘lettek.pf arch the-7th,and cowuralded Secretary')agreenent
shoull be gilvem the nost careful attention,. I-think ocixade irotsky,
not only leans backward.in his pesitian: in regard to the internal US
situati-n of.th@ L@ague,but;laaves the situation hanging where you can -
nave an endless argupsnt,with our pedantic friencs.

\ , . ,

- If we frllcw crurace Trotsky's. cpinion it would mean,not that we - -
vive alreahy.g}ven\then.pr@periminority posts and activity,but give
bhols bhie aJordty o o ¢, 0 0 e L . : -

Co:radely,

Hugo Osliler .

4iain you aay askywhy do I report this. Plenurr which fails to take
up_the‘funaxnﬁntal.issues confronting . fhe class &nd only ta'tes up sce-—
néary issucs? 1 want you to have an accurate repnrt of this phase
viiich C~nn~n c.iplutely dignores so ynu can.cenpare .it 10 plenums of‘ the
dnrkergtParty Wick Canntn does Gual with. When:we. present our facts of
these Inturd plonwis’an” ceupare it with.this . you.will understand how

n~t to writebhistory,® s e R "

- .

_ : . . R L

Yes,there. are factional fights.gnd factional $ights, just like
thcre are wars and wars(imperialist anC revolutionary wars), just like
thzr s are reovolutions(political revolutions and social revolutions).
Ganngn ceals with the FPlenums and factional fights in ‘the Workers' Par-
ty and labels them as fights by Tratskyism against sectardianism;and ig-—
nores the factional.low points of the CLA. Until the Left Wing organi-
zed just before unification with ifluste there weres no fundamental and
arincipls factional fights in the CLA. ie will show how Cannon,in the
Joriktors' Party,has turnec ;insice out. the real-relation of forces as to -
sarxiam and principles. It is a case of -Cannon calling cu-"dhdef{sec—
tardin in order to cover.up his own role of opportunism, o ' '

) . . . .

VAL DA 2

" Hitler in Power and the League

- One\thing'Will stand out as a mountain in history even though mis—
takies were made in making the new turn,and that is the analysis and
vafictions of the Left Cpposiiion in relatian to Germany.

Trotsky,not only saw what was taking place in Spain in its revol-
Mionary davelopment but also presented a cleart cut analysis and what
;a8 1o be Cone for Germany,., The crimes of Stalinism in this situation
#ill go Jovin as one of thse blackest pages of Wworking class history.Our
sre’ictions were correct,in the negative,and when one'wins™in the neg-
ctive it takes the most level healel tc keep an even keel.

Confusion ran wild in the revolutionary labor- movement and the
Left Cpposition was no exception to this, Isolation crowding 1+ upon us
tiwe pressing us to the utmost caused many to lose their political per—
ipective. Unfortunately Irotsky was one eof these. To most comrades he

as God and his writings the Bible, They followel him blindly and any-

onevho gquestionel him was a heretic. Trotsky correctly callel for a nev
international,the Fourth Internatianal anc made it clear that the C.I1.
20ull no longer be reformed. Thds brought us to a sharp turns We had o
.ive fast because we knew that with the ditler victory war was around
Uie corner. : .

I 7o not think as some comraces o that we should have cdeclared
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the Omligdééd;léng‘befofe,say with the Chinese revolution. I think
that in such a complicated international organization with many sec-—
tione -in Cifferent countries you try every avenue possibleito reform it
and. gain its revolutionary elements from being,recruited befeore the
Stzlinist leadership dorrupts dte. But I do think,now and in the past :
as a mempsr.of the Left Opposition that we were t00 much of ‘a fetish
about the partye As I sail hefore,even as a faction, CUTSIWM, but -a fac—
tion we 'shoull "have worked on two fronts,that ig not aQnly. to.win party
wembers and work as a faction but ebove.all toigo CGirect to the class
as we oid in the coal fields,in unemployment,etc.

But frowm our standpoint the fatal erpor.of Troysky was what isnaow
labeled thé "Brench Turn™ the position of. liquicdating the independent
organizations .into the Socialist Parties through;o&m_the_warld. The
French comrades carried through first and that is where it got its nemes
This was Trotsk's answer to the German defeat. He wante@ to get & par-
ty quick and was willing to tr¥ a manuever,as he Ci¢ on iwore than one
oscoasion in Russia when he was organizing the Left Qpposition,steps
that cost him organizational annihilation. By that we mean his party
fetishims,orﬂloyayty,Whigh,H@ant;to Stalinism,not some abstract Marx—
ian organizatipn, His; failure to organize anl driyve the fight within
Hussia an&'wihbin]tha’ﬂomm nist International before they completely
isolatefd hium." 2 Co : ;

**. This German ¢efeat took place after;the eyents I spoke of. when -
vas assigned %o I1linmpis. By this time,when we were in the middle of ‘
the French Turn I had been assigned, to work in New York,the Hotel' Str-
ike,the wimnéapolis strike,an many other agtivities. I was used Bs a
sort of troublg shootdr.tQ organize our forces in the situations wheire
we hal big blass dctions,big for the Left Opposition. But while I wag'
out in the field I kept one eyé on theorestical material. I would not
be caught like I was in Bistrict,ten when. the Lovestonites took ower,
nor isolated like in Gastonia. By that I mean that I_like field wo rk
but I always want to keep a pipg. line to the top so I amn sure 1 know
what is gding on. The first two times I @id not have this;but in the
above situation I did. I not only fad the tep committee material bit
capable comraded in Wew York who worked with me in a loose left force
that supplemented this material.

With this background of events I think Gapnon's statement &bout
me is cast in & different light. He says on page 155,"That was Hugo O—
cheer who was g very capable 1Wass worker anl trade unionist. His work
in Liinneapolis was the lagt bit of good he.ever done foris. Soon after—
wards he caught “the sectarian sickness. But up to then Oehler was al-
alright,and he contributeC something 1o t he grike." Jhat Cannon is re-
ally saying,when we translate his subjective position into politieal
languages, s~ thisWhile I was with the Sannon faction and . py activity
was associated with his faction I was alright;but with the French turn
and many other _important differenceg whicli .came to a head at the same
time we parted company and. orfganizcd a faction against his.c -Gamnon
1zhels this left wing as sectarian. He has .no.other choice. Let us put
it this way. If Cannon claims the new. turn he Jollowed was Marxian,and
it was clear that we opposed Him from the left than he had to label us
sectarisn in orcer to keep the *abel of wemdsm for himself. If he aid
not Go this,and since we had principled differences,and if &b was ad—
nitted that owr position was warxign,that it .would obviously follow
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that Cannon*s position,being to the rlght wad elﬁher~centr1st Or possi-
bly reformist. We labeled them. Centrist ‘and do the ‘same today. We la-
pel the Cannon faction as left centrist on most of, their dewiations, =~

There are mMaily centrist groups and factions "6 thé“nlght of Cannon ‘who . '
cannot be called reforwmist in theorwy. ‘

Let us dedll with a small p01ﬁt and a subgectlve po&nt becauseeval
as such it will' throw ‘light “Upon" events to follow. You w1li ‘remember-
that while in m1nneapolls Cannon and Schactman were arrested and oL
tained nation wide- publicitys Cannon says, "Il don't know how they found
out that we were there,ds we were not very conspicuous in publica But
Schactman was qeﬂrlng a great big ter- ~gallon BCUbOY hat--where he got
it,or why in God's naik hd whte it,I never knew--and that made him con—
splouous.“ (p.162) Uhat kind of double talk is that? "We were not. very
conspicuous in p@blic.". . . but Max was very, "oonsplouous.“ Cannon is’
nartly correct but he should not blame everythlng on Max, I told Max
to get rid of his hat and so diad. others in Mlnneapolls.xiut more impor—
tant than this was the fact that'when Jim and. nggottot@mn they got a
room ‘in one downtown small- ilctel to ether and proceeded to hold meet—
ings with important people of the 3 rlke and other’ League functimariese
nhen I came to town,with the help of*]ocal somrades I Lot a roomt not

ar from strike- heaaquart ers in a good roojuing house. 4& checked severh
al places before "F found the place which tme{ cny requlrements. Afher
a couple of days at this hotel and when I met with-the comrades I not
cnly noticed that their room was littered with League and strike ma ter—
ial which any clean—up maid:€ould 'se¢ each dayyzbut I noticed the same
characters hanging around in the lobby and across the street,fellows
vho wore policemen's shoes,if you know what I mean. I polnted this..out
to Jim and uiax,so did Vlncent ‘and. others. BOt, they did ' not move or do
anythiing to correct this,. On this’ basis thev g 5uld be followed here aml
there and be picked upwhen wantsed: This " is HOT the first time that
they mere criticized for this. I critic¢ized this actiod in Chicago on
0y uav hack and later in Wew York. It looked as though Jim and udax wan-
ted real proof that the Left Opposition had something to.do with the

strike. They were not satisfied with merely clrcumstanclal ‘evidence on

the rart of the capitalist state, the labor- fakers like Tobin .and others. .:

- also helned the prosecutlon in the trlal of the 18 xrotskyltes,

nill understand how everything seemed to culminate at once. In the spr—
ing of*34 we started the first steps’ toward negotiations with the luste
Group. The liinneapolis strike referred to above started July 16 and
lasted a month and a half. The French Turn was advanced by Trotsky ab-—
f out the same time. In addition we had many other "negotiation"irons in
| the fire. Here are a few quotations from a Ietter to AL Glotzer and o-
. thers wvhich will tell you what I mean:, .

t Keep 1n mlnd the dates of these League events and dlsputes and.you
]
|

Neww York
C oo June 4,1934

* .

Dear Courade .:l: v | L '

You know ve have Jiuw at the SP oonventlon in Detr01t to see if we
can stvenbthen our relations with the Revolutionar’y Policy. Committee .
group of the 5P and to further thelr fight against the right wing. This

 These actions later helpsd Tobin''in his drive against the. Teamsters,and .
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A&

taken; ét the' same tlme.7Bébause our negotiations’ with the AWP ‘are in. a
0W1t10a1 stage the NuC isg, ndeavorlng to. score success with the ‘RPC.in

s

in- 1tself is- alrlghu‘but by 1tself falls short unless other StepS'j: eﬂ,w'

ey

the SP.7 (note: Sulasky}iudené,and other rlght wingers were trying to 13Hr"

stop the negotlutlons) . *W"‘_ U | Ny |
At tﬁe May 27thé.,meet1ng of the.EhO Wi ére thls came up- I was for=
ced to enter tha followlngqstatement to maKe my pos1tlon clear-.‘“" :

RV

31 agree w1th the pollcy‘pq the sp cOnventlon ‘angd: thlﬁk the dlflc— |

iency in our program lies in the failufe of the ebmmi ttee to basé the

negotiations with the Gitlaw group,the Uhited Workers Party,the Ameri—. '

can Workers Party and now -tlle ‘Revolutionary, Pcliey G&mmlﬂ%ee Mpon~a SR
theols which defimes our, position on ‘the quostrow of" organnzatlon of at

new ' party. iy amerieajerdd at the saue. time taking thése questlons up
w1th the whole memb@rshin through 1nternal dlscu581on.

"We have had sufflclent tlme to negotlate wlth ‘severdl groups on
the question of a‘new party but have failed to flnd time in six months -
to issue the said thesis and have a nenbershlp Egneeu@nt on it. The
most urgent task ooafrontlng the ,committes is the issuing of the said
thesis and. to, snart a’ preconventipn disdussion in- Uhe branches w1th1n

two.weeks ‘©n this questionsb¢ . ..

They--claim the thesis will be ready next week. That hasbeen a.pro~
mise since Jam." . . :

T : Comrea dely,
o ~Hugo

For a half vear they pronlsed this document, fron January to Jupme-—
~-but we never received it in time nor 4id the membershlp have any pro-
pmf'conventlonu—except the liquidation convention where they were con-—
fronted with an accompllshea fact the fusion with the liuste force.

L In hlS hlstory Gannon tries to pass off this’ as opp031tlon to ne—

tlatlons and. - fus 1on. I am alwavs for fusion—-if it is on a Marxian
progrum if the meubershlp is denocratlcally informed andif the proper’
1nternal and clags steps are taken with FMasion.—~toward an 1ndependent
revolutionary Narxian Party. But the top cormittee neglected all steps
except FUSION steps. And we can truthfully say--that by the fall,when
we learned of Trotsky's “Erench Turn™ we realized,but could not prove
that’ all these negotiations were for Cannon and others to clewr . the.
road 'and take all possible into the Socialisk Party. Our rheoretlcal
pranlses proved 100% - accurate fdctually later. :

" Here is unother letter whlch I will quote from to"add rnore evi-
dence to what I havé just. said. This letter was addressed to the Left
Wing comwrades in all parts of the country and was one of the steps to-
ward organizing the left wing caucus:

o New York
Sept. 17,1934

: ¥

Dear Cormrades: )

New developuients in regard to the ANP that oS announded in the
iiilitent before the branches had adequate 1nforhntlon shows how panic
" stricken ours mmgerluy is. Thls new developrient, speeds up the terpo and
adds new dangers:

A— It does not give the branches sufficient time to discusz this
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because the NEC will have to present organizational. proposals for un—
ity to our nemnbers before our convention .

* ' 2-There is dangetr that the NiC nagority Wil try to skip over-
such issues as the Negro question,latin’ auierica,etcs,because we ‘don®t *

have tine. (hxouse) We. Just settle these 1ssues &o we enter the new
party unxted on’ ‘ohen..w2 :

"
..... ,{‘

3—1he Nuc uagority is, agaln §evivmng tha ﬁalk that it nay be nec—
essary to COQPPQulSG:and ¥0,,80, in o. the new; party w1thout a Marxian
prograri. Watch this very Slosen

[ B
..v"x

New York is dlscus31ng the Erench Ny vnen
> Our position regarding the French turn is for the ‘iRdependence
of fhe Goirwnist Lesgue end, the - SENDING OF & FACTION IN THE SP,(pre-
sent enphasis). The result in, Frﬁnoe 1s the followxng. A split. Part ’
went into the SP. e . o o

Fraternally yburs,
) ) o e hugo
Here is another*letter I quot@ fror, It revbdls hew close all -
these. gvents and issues were tied up. and why .Cannhon turned sour on Ie
“qftermthe mxnneapolls strike. I had np ‘personal, arguients. therl or now
wlth Cannon and, Shactian—-it was polltlcal and prlnoxple& then and now.
' ‘ 4 ' o j S, New'York
‘ A < Y At 20,1934
Dear Corrades:

¥ just arrived several days ago in New York after ny stay in Min-
neapolis and another trip through the copal fields and fimd the cohven—
tion preoceedings lagging. Inpértant materdial that should be in the
hands of the meibership has: not been sent out. « + + o therefore I an
enclcsing a copy of the naterial for you.

Since January we have been carrying en a fight an this gquestion.
A new danger is developing. although the-thesis says we will onky
nerge into a Marxian Party(ithe Left Wing forced this into the thesis)
there 1is still danger that the NNG will ask. you to unite with the AWP
on a non Larxian prograd. SN o

I nay Aentlon,you w1ll be asked to vote ‘on the French turn soon.

Conradely,
Hugo
A month later another letter was sent to the left wing caucus and among
nany things it said the following:
New York
Oct. 6,1935

K

H Ay

Dear Courades:

Yesterday the N&ZG of 5 held a meeting with the NEC of 5 of the AR
e took up the fundanientals for a prograimatic declaration of the new
patty and @ige to a verhal agreement on what we call a mininu Marxian
prograil(as per section 28 of the new party thesis). It aeans tha t the
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AWP have revised their position dgain. If the progrematic declaration
of the newm party can contain the lMarxian fundamentals we should unite.
This 'looks 1like a, good pqss%blity'nowfﬁ Lo o

. R S A . o )

This proved that those of the organization-fron the BEC .on down
who were willing to forii a new party with ﬁhe&&ﬂ?-@n.a prograﬁwjtbat :
wWas noné marxian were wrong. lhat our pressure to unite on a llarxlian
programrrof no unity wes cofrect’and that nore pressure is needed. to
Ssee that this verbal point is carriéd out,. Our fight:for over 9 xonths
on this point is vindicatede. s ~ :

As we have said Béfors, judt because we Lave agreement on a pro-
gran does not pnke -all the nenbers uarxists. The fight will just begine
Don't have any illusions...4ll indidations‘are that we .will get a .min-
iram Marxian declaration of principles,end this ARMS THE uaRXISTS AG~
AINST THE CZNTRISTS in the new party,either those who'come througl un-
ifications or the new recru}tﬁra, L e .

By the way,it was Glotzert*s vote which was decisive in postponing
the convention. Abern ,Shactman and Oehler voted against postponnent.

.+ Gotdnan wants us to forget the AWP .and “join the SP. However-,the
najority of the NEG.sgy if the present ilove 1.0 -uhite with: the aWP fails
our- next step is entry into the SPe Our "left -wing position leads in t"~
the other direction. We are forr a faction in the SP,send in capahle
coirrades,but we exchudedthe NiuC majority position.

Comradely,
| Hugo .
T | » ‘ ‘:'4:- I3
11-1-49 .. - . s R -

(To BE' CONTINULD)
SR a i
' ENGELS .ON- THi UHITSD STAT.
I U ARY N .

~ But this I consider certainithe purely bourgeois basis,with no -
pre-bourgois swindle behind it,the corresponding énergy of the devel-.
opment,which manifests,itself even in the made exaggeration of the pre-
sent protective tarriff system,will one day bring cbout.a change which
will astound the whole world. Onee the dmericans get started it will

be with an energy and violence compéred with which we in Europe shall
be mere children. :

L

From letter of
karch 30,1892
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