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| CHARACTER OF THE STATE
N THE SOVIET UMON

S ' " (Note: The following article is reprinted fram the .
august 193 Int:rnational News with a view to explaining the positim
of the Revolutionary Viorkers- League relative to the Soviet -Union. o
‘The present world situation places this question in-a primary position

B S NG S C I

PR

: - No question is so, little understood and more distorted
than ths Russian question., Fundamentally this confusion is a contim
ation of the petty-bourgeois concepts of the state that existed in
Lenin's day. zaving failed to understand the character of the
bourgzois state yssterday, the ult

1 ra-lefts and opportunists ¢annot
comprehecnd th: meaning of the Workers State today. '

'

. Their objections fall under six heads. Let us Iist them';b
anld treat tHem one by one: B ' R o '

LRI T T e o e T - "‘i— The te§ror»by Stalin against the former revolutionary
I R - : y = B T R ' caders and others. : . T e
S DEMOS PRESS , _ B e 2-"'Wage iabor and ‘surplus value exist in the Soviet union -
v .~ 708 N. CLARK ST. . L e ¢ today.s- - S ‘
o GHIGAGO, ILL. - o e . 3= The Soviet State today is
: AT EE A o S I S TP BT PR [ ‘and must congequently be bour
T Ay o S 4r o small minority make e

fruits of. th¢ large majori
exists, ' '

S- The .Sovict Union' is moving back towards capitalism
and 1s.-in. the process of ,transition. It is neither a
Workers State nor as- yut a capitalist state. -
—:Stalinisn plays a counter-revolutionary role in all -
revqlutlonary~situations; therefore- - the Seviet State
cannot be a Workers State. ' S - '

PR

inde up of bourgeois forms
geois in characters
Xorbitant summ and reap the
ty; therefore, state capitalism

‘1 — THy 5TaoIi THRRORIS

‘ "Look at the terror in the Soviet Union against old _

frevolutionsts," our'larxists" say. "Can that be a Yorkers State?" . .

gAur goouw "marxists®™ have forgotten all that has been said onthe ques~

ftion of the State. For them it is merely a moral question -~- bourgeois »

georals at that. In a similar vein the Social Democrats of yesterday .
ointed to the terror under Lenin and Trotsky to "prove! the same”pd{ﬁ@j

. Terror,. however, is a characteristic of aALL states, .slaveg

§ cudal, capitalist-anc orker. In itself it denotes that classes . °

PX1st and that thers is a class struggle. ‘Furthermore, even the . . . =
uestion of whom the terror is directed against does not solve the
uestion of the CONTENT of the state, It will determine who has. ’
ontrol of the state. - 0 T T T TR A AR

1. . .ir IThe: state under Robespierre in.the,French Revolution ;.
~ . Jirected its terror in‘its first perind against tholisahds of bona £id
.. gopitalists and their agents in the ASsembly. It.pas innumer
Jrasures against the usury and exploitation of thi. b
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e .. . ., . ‘!‘v |',,~ (.“ t)\ . N
.,5 : _\:‘- “E‘ ".f l A 4 -'Yue't"\h}f(‘\'w'itll-"deny
nlicts and actually EIFORCED most of thestl e headed?

E?&%lzhi was a CaPlianlST state which Robuspierre ! -
el tnls = “ '

- . Lo~ vo. " ; f-‘ j,al
s1atione of a partictlar mnae of production. 42h P'hgracéer of’a.
From the wishes of the men or classes 1nvolved:__‘_09-_ﬂcOF acter of &
statc is aetermined by its ﬁqonoglcq?aiiba;cgggﬁngil F RO aring
verv important change in the mode ol ¥ 1 owill ] . bearing
ZX°§¥”??g;ﬂt22u gtrugzuru nf the state. Reyo%yp}o?aigoggiggziangés .
' mﬂdu*gf roductisn cennot be effected without reyvolu y changes
in the CEARACTzR of tho state. B ‘ |

- .,ithough vpifcdically the GOVA&NMﬁﬂT§§t§2q1?$é;agogi at

' risnce in its political end -social cutlook witp the g on O hort.
' vara&gii“n uncer the state, nevertheless such a lag can.o_ y |

-ggsgg enG. in hofWay-effaqts-the cparacter of the state. A

o e 'Wthore are periods when the warring classes, S0 . 0eSy
0F s BadILT VTR 279 PUiR08 Doitr, Sstinsibly Sppoaring as e ..
;td?;t6;l'ﬂs“umes for the moment o certaln inaegpendence 1n !
M o, &SH BRe A e g )
to bOth:_-t"- R it , R . i B ) \ .
o Qur"bOurgeois'mﬁraliétS who go by the bprrgweq n%%g ng.
W, arzists®, point with horror to the wuracr of.yhogsgn stign i 5.0
"a revolutionist is more persccuted in the Spovict nlgn toricsl mean—
G%rman? " is-the argument of trese peoplus The fu;lt_lss Tetheen a
*: }{ is sentenco is lost on them. The contradiction a
ing of this senten e sttv—pourgsois and a smell prole
. burncracy comnosed of_bogrgeﬁlfihppggg'zg% %;intfoduction of capital-.
‘taricn strata, objectively working lor o oL 238 on
; ; s hand L 1ist economy on th¢ other, w o=
‘ism, on the ome Hang, AA & o eontrac: tions.even in a Fascist nation
viously be ‘far greater:than thoe contraclctl o e on the fact s
5 the proletariat-has nct yet achieved power.  when the 18 _
ggggg 2gatrthe deift Unionwis an isolgtea Wprkers Stat= witg}nta‘iai
whole general framework_of_capitglism:ln decay, one has_ﬁhu 1istor .
basis for the unprecegented terroriem of Stalinism. -
o CTRAHSITICH ECONOMY MOVING BaCK TOW@RDxCAPITALISM § N
L Y ; et Tl is occasioned precisely
‘The terror in the Fg901~t.rué?* sf the economy, ‘the econay
| he economic AeCEY, .the nuar—-bankruptey of 248 FU0 E A o by the
h S hob i Otherwise the bourgenisie could ¢ontlnue ists explain -
: Of'scarcy§yf-‘ourccOis”democracy.“;Eet ourlso—called Mggglcities e L
- /old fgvms“::ig”wha-a“dapitalist“ nation which created 1913 —- the ~~ K
%Ent223§5?°$hich Encréased‘itS’PPOfHCtiglgghggg%lgﬁo@a vetion which
Le 1 ished antr the world", _ .
ugreateat_agcogp;%SQud oy.a?Y_Coanwhzse‘share of 1naustr1alﬂgroducf
these peoplé cluim is capitalist, : ‘1 10%8 DESPITE
ﬂ'gi iﬁbthe world rose. from 4.9: in.lgis to l7f§% tEeSG revisionists
i WORST LPRuSSION IN CAPITALIST HISTORY -— lot tASSe Tow © ble
e ain why such @ "eapitalist! natioh must resort to Susd A0V L0
7i¥prgiicm y'éﬁféhﬁthen'ﬁhéwcépitalist ecorromy of.anylnatﬁe torforism
 etre Ftﬁeﬁ thﬁ‘bage.of-bourg&ois*democracy._ °b¥1°“31§.that capita~ -
, $txeﬁ? Soviet. Union.cannot be exglalned by any iorm to the Stalinist
- Tiem oxists there. Such n hypothesis oonneac obt 2 Y38, " 0 nign
ided f sases ip production have pave e . ) : :
e e i e canitelist morld. Tho omly explanetion

.

f aissimilarities. They fail to go
- 5D

_ € . ain the ingreage '§ the
-#of production, incluaing .in the consumption fields.

_ %put of United States coal
Jthat 'of the Soviet Union

o
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-for this phenomanpn lics in the gigantic contradictions of a TRANSI- -
TICN ECONCWY moving backward TOWARL CalITaLISu. :
Obviously what we are dealing with here is what Engels
roferrea to when he spoke of the warring classes attaining such a cdse
gquilibrium (in this cuse the proletariat and world capitalism with:
its agents within the Soviet Union) that the state for a period is
able to function with a "certain independence in relation 1o both",
3enapartist, etc. ‘ o ' : BRI

I1 -— SURPLUS VALUZ AND WaGH LABOR. o
_ o Tha ultraﬂiefts_a>nstantly prate about the similarities .
‘between capitalist economy and Soviet economy.

say there ‘is @ surplus valus ana wage labors

Yes, it is true that in the Soviet Union there is some
‘proauction for the market, but planneu economy .is the KEY factor even
theough the planning is poor. .nd it is also true that surplus valug
Just as under capitalism, is still being created. - '

.But our good "critical Ljarxists" fail to deal with the

int out that surplus value is NOT .
propriated by the state. They fail’
_ onomy has, despite the Stalinist warp-
singly changed production -for the market -
ty to an economy of abundance. -

] _ 3 priated but is

LO polnt out that the planned ec
ings of the systcm, increa
i under &n economy of scarci

Again our critics forget all the.lawé of decay ca i£ C
. : - : ¢ : »ital ism.
| cooogiqyt" mder decay capitalisn is the planning of an ECONCUY OF &
?rations,. woans destruction of the living standard of -the masses,

. 2tc. Those who glibl: 7 3 F ; . - : .
State must be prepared ,t.'oge'xply S iAo Tnopas Soviet Uni8%A§5f3r52201st.

_  In the worst-
4 years of the depression the Soviet Union geared up its producers godl s

gfrom 7 billion rubles in 1928 to 19.1 billions in 1932. In the worst

FRE, 1

-gyears of ths depression, from 1928-1932, the Soviet Union added.7,000

qkilometers of railroads,
i From 1932 to 1934,

%

added 70 million kilometer tons of freight.

o 2 ; two short ysars, ths Spvieg Union rose from the .

i producer of electric to the 3rd; from 1928 to 1934 worst depression.
%years; it rose from the 6th ‘coal ; "dducer to the 4th, from 6th to 2ndo‘
qin production of pig iron; from5th to 3rd in production of steel; its~

doutput of WMachife: e . . - . ' s )
q _ ac }gery_was 7 times as mu¢hin 1934 as in 1928; in addition-
élt was the leading importsr of machinery. From 1928 to 1932 the out
ana oil, 15 ana 11 tiues, respectively; '

, ., fell to only five times as much - . .in 1932 .
{food ana consumers goods rose by 3.2¢ and 4.4% from 1933 to 1934. = -
h‘v"}"l_lese are' not official (Stalinist) figures, They are taken.from the
drlgurcs of the american-Russian Chamber of Commerce which has such
giog%e'%ﬁ 1tsqboara of directors as the vice-president of Bethelem
Goggri e e Eulrman of Chrysler Export Corporation, the president of -

ch re, . the general manager of RGAvcommunications,'etc.

il
S

- Figures aloné, of course, ara i han
: € Lor R 2 not conclusive. But haw o
?ourvcr;tiqs.exp;a}n~gn;1ncrease_in capitalization of 88 billion rubggs

In both instances tley
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ses of Stalinlsm; _
in » 6 ’.arc? becrlto 211l the burocratic exces
it ?ﬂoa trgoutc to the intrinsic vitality of the warped YWorkers State

an@ to the Transitiorn fconomy, that in such a oackW1rd couotrz,tﬁz ;s
rossible- to lay aowil, even theoreticully, the: geﬂeral raroho B
houvr day, whlle in smerica the general: ruie is a 40 oo 4? %ut %
reel, in’France the ¢0 hour week is legalized, in Germany 6 0. -
hours ,t etec. Planned fconony under the Soviets. has nroved °uner1Pr to

. ! st ¥
: ; ist archy of produgtion for narkets in its "free! comp )
"ﬂ%%Sncfgéﬁ%%“atlg or its plannog gcarcity ana barter (fa301st) foras :

What we- ObJuCt to in relation to Stalinism 1is its wroag planning
methodg, its burocratic oxcesses anc the false relation of internal
oeVolopment to tlie world rxvolutlon. .

ihat is mlsunder iood is the CKAnAC;mR of a chtatorﬂhln d

_the Proletariat in general, and the character of such a chtatorsnln
in the oOVlet Union in partlcufar. '

' Generally cpeaklnd a Tranﬂlulon Lconomu (the sconomic

ase of the Proletarian ulctatorChf ) hus elewents of both cavital-
ist &nd socialist gconouy,. and 1n thiit sense r.presents a contraaic-
“tion of tue two. ' ' L

' - The uOVl“t bllon,_hombver, has two otnPr 1mnortanu contng‘-
aictions: l— It wag @ B340KWaRU link of the worlc Cd}ltallc:hini"} .
one-of the least developed of ell cepitaligt countries in worl

in ¢very sense of the mord. &— It has romalnudllsolagiorio:ﬂfci;;ars
P '3 tally surrounced by capitalls e is
B et sk bowar y ; toviard - so clzliam.

- nOW’ mov1ng bdck towaro CdpltLllsm inst.ad of forwuro

-

: » Under uuCh ‘circumstances obrlously tnz llmlta o ecoron:o
B rogress WITEIN Tiw SINGLE VORMERS STaTi wers greatly proscr;bed et
est, with. the capitalist. factors cutweishing The soecialist factors.

‘ R WJnlwﬂ es fn

But w1tn the: buroovntlc distortions ant exXcessecs of . gtalk 4

" additional -weight at the thr%at of “thz young, 1eolateo1}?d QFPK??’
%orkers E¥ate, tho . capltalis faciore miust cdértainly oegin:. sic N uo

replace mor“'und mors  the sociulist factors But that does-nat.
- change ‘the. CHaRaCTER of the cconcmy . wiich. at best is only a d:
tlcul comblnﬂtlon of" canltallst anu =301allst factors.,

N
aLes--

For our ultra—loftc tﬂ\rp is only black and w11t i for

8 alc ! urity; bvt for the My < =
the ceﬂtrlsts there is-only shedings of impurity; -
12ts there 1is a dlaleotlc un~erstuna1n. una exact labolfln of o aokl

and mlltc anu the. otnor colofu.,_

Thm ST’uCiU’ ~0F TRd}NImICN mCONOMV
TR uapltullct oconomy woes not becouwe convertod ih a momont

to SOClallSt gconomy. A lonﬂﬂtfanrltlon period is neesded. for thise.
©The-important thing 1is. “that thc proleturiat -shall gseize’ statc powor,
~shall exproprlatu‘+ho biff gapitaliste and, BEGIN planned. productfong:m
g&ﬁ the, complete eliiination’ of “tha. caultall t sectors. of economy’
8 “take: place only: wnen"l~ lh° de0151ve C&Dltdllst states havée ‘
,;boen overthrown. by a’ nroloturlan revolution; and 2- Planned15001aljm'
. 'produotlon has:proceodeo to-such w p01nt that‘at ndturally ‘
~rall  forms of"ap;tarlgt produotlon -and has raised: -the standaré” of

“livirgiof orkers and fdrm rs: fdr above thc hlbhost capltalist
stunoard.n s P 5 L JO AR e ,

-market

~~-~ ecpnonic, polltloal and social ---of lran51tion Economy is on the

‘ .Jtdt"

.stato

- of the state, -

' structure.;
Lhine - althou*h not:in-its - constitution

. capitalist

P
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Untll such a. perioa Traneitlon Economy will be an unknownv
oquotlon Gepenaing on the level of duvalopmcnt of ‘the country. 1n—-i'

volved1 the rzlationship of forces ,of .the WOrkers State with WORLD.
cuapltalism anc the pollcles of the” loadershlp the Workers State.

The wain distinctions from the capitalist mode of production will, . -

however always be present, -exceptthat they will not be in a f1n—'*7'
ished form but in a dlalectlcal process of. developmont. Private:

uporoprlatlon under Transition Lconomy is eliminated in favor of

State appropriation, and later under 8001allsm,,of Social AnprOpr1a~

tion. Commodity product1on TERDS TO.Bi DISPLACED by produotlon for.

use. VWags labor tends to become Social Labor, that’ is, wages arec-

less and less determined by the value of: lawoy power on' the. open .

cf coopetltlon, but by plonned relations to the totall y of
cocial productlon and the 1nd1v1dual neods.-

ugsplte 'all the excesses of Stdllnlsm, 1ts ungust and -

burocratlc share in.the proauce of society, its burocratic and faulty
planning,-its enormous concessions to world capitalism; ‘and .to capl—?*
talist strata within thé Soviet Union, the above fundamental factors:”
still obtain in the¢ Soviet Union. The only point of departure is thxt
the euntlon of capitalist to .socialist factors, due.to the Stalinist
warpings and the isolation of the Soviet Union, are constantly favoring
more ana more -the capitalist. factors, so that today the whole structure

verge of being. cavea 1n.'
o A

III - Tub BOURGLOLS FORMS.f

The thlrd arpumont cf our crltlcs agalnst the Workers

is that bourgeoig forms a e, pregvalent_in the_ state appa o0
The Soviets havé boen llquigdteg E favor of a- parllament ggrﬁg%%re. Bl

uorhore dcmocraey no lonber oxlsts in dny form, etc.

IR Agaln those who hola to thls poeltlon fall to take into
account the hlstorlcal and-.subje ctlve phenomena.,r : _ o
No state is carvod out of the whole cloth. The forms of

ﬁoWer are ae variegated as the number of states. The are’ con—l’
ditioned by the economic baSo henvath the state. The.FORM gf -arstate:

is a very important but not decisive in determlnlng the class content -
The 1918-19 Scheldeman Tregime accepted. the Soviet .and. .

Workers Militia forms LaGaLLY. INTO Tinw STaTs STRUCTURE 'OF GLRMANY. o

However, this did not make Gerawany &. Workers Stdte any more than the

acceptance of bourg ois’ forms b tallnlsm :
c;plt“ lst stat ’ . vy s % mgkes the Sov1et ‘Union- a

' R The nungarlun bourg601s1e, befor I
.accepted the.lilitia and Soviets dirsctly and legally nt
The: bompanys regime in-Catalonia'n

and “the Ant1~F4501st Committees, but ‘eve
bourgeois: proporty ’ :
ka‘S Stpte., :
form,. In

' atlono :



T T

s feudal: landholcers) of capltal1 Sy eSpccmlly foreign capital.

”5kers Demcerscy in Russia cou
‘Democracy in a nfwly—formed Workers State say . in, England, Germany or:

’ 0 zatlon ‘of the various
.f,sggveithe bourge01sie, from.the ihite Guards to the centrist groupse -
'&*Workers Democracy rust ‘be reestablished prlmarlly through. the Soviets

~and the :erming of tha ‘working masses. AS @ decisive and important
L adjunct of th1s, the right of factions. WITHIN the Marxist. Party.must
~ be recognized-and aqhered tos.  Thosu parties which together with the-

-'*lmarx1st arty have seized power and haws accepted the basic. principles

. of ‘the Workers " State must take immediate steps toward unification into
" . one:powerful liarxist organigation. _
w--of  neg rotiations ana: unification wh1ch will be of short. duratlon, thgt

INThRNATIONAL NhWS

D Some of the present colonial countrieg in FORM.approximate"

o | tates —— backward states:
pFeudal tates wore .than they do capitalist s
in asin $ ‘Peru, -etc. for: example. 1In content, however, the economy
“is domlnated and in.the grip of the cupltallst mode of ‘production;
~ond the staté -—‘product of irreconcilable antagonisms —- SErves the-

interest primarily {despite ‘the wishes or @esires of thousands of

- No one, denlcs tnu+ the questlon of Workers Dembcracy is

VOL declslve 1mport1nce ‘for the Workers State. No Workers Stete can

exist long w1thout ite N°VbrtheleSS the fact that Jorkers Democracy .

. as a rule.no longer: e¢xists in-the Sov1et Union does not in- itself
”predetcrmlnc the CHaR&CTZR of the SOlet State.

: L There ‘are innumerahble exumrlos in bourge01s h1story'Where
’democracy for the exploiters or large sections- of them did not exist.

fers to =
The Robespierré regime was one exumnle in point. Lenin re
- few- oth*rpexamplos, the two. Bonapartlst regimes, etc. But -this facto r

1n 1ts lf does not dctcrmlne thu Chlrdctdr of a statc.

THE. uu:.rxNING OF - JORKJLRS DEMOG RA.CY

W crac is based on cconomic dtvelo ment. War-
' \orkers Do ¥a mot possibly be as advanced as Workers

.in Russia was
the United States. The level of economic development A
too low and 5till is too low. for the same level. of Workers Demcc racy:
to obtain. But instead of developing end aiding democracy for the

: workers, Stallnlsm, in ordcr to mﬁlntaln 1ts burocratlc rule suppresses'

The ultraylcfts adduce from this fact the idea that BolShe~
v;sm always was an anti-working class tendency, deliberately confusing
Bolshevism, -Marxism, with Stalinism. The opportunists, on the other

hand, renew theif roguest for "democracy” in the Soviet Union, ise.,
':Bou‘ge01s Uemocracy, the lbb&llaatlon of all plrt1es, etce :

WOrKers Democracy cannot be’ re—cstabllshed through the'
artics that objesctively or subJectlvely

at the coneélusion of the process =

group or: partv not.ageepting the Marxist program.must be suppressed

“the: same as: the other: partzos that do not accept the baslc pr1nc1ples._

ﬂbtallnlsm, hoWever, has warped or destroyed wh"tever sem—

dorkcrs Diémoctacy ‘did exist or was poss1ble. ‘For ‘the moment

__:a nist=controlled:state enjoys, as Engels points. out, -an "os—,»
l findepcndence“ of the :glesses. involved becnuse of the back— L

. classes.

'bearlnd interests.: -
‘with a group of. o'overnment-—appomted men representing —-— more than,;
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ward sweep of the Workers State, both in’ the economic and political
spheres, has caused a temporary and unstable "equilibrium" of the

But that does not alter the CdaRaGTuR of the State, 1t merely‘
alters its DIRubTION and DEVELOFMENT« - . '

For the character. of the state to - be altered 'not .only
police measures must be used against the proletariat. but a violent

counter-revolution nust re plnce the October property relatlons by a
‘capitalist mode of production.

IV —— SlnTJ:‘.a CAPI l::.LIS.M

Then you confront the anti~Sov1et "theo"et1c1ans" w1th B
the question, "who are the capitalists in the Soviet Union?", they in-

_variably answer that the top burocracv that controls the’ mmchlnery

of state live in palaces and -fine summer hougs, draw dozens of times,
as much pay as the average worker —- that is the new capitalist cings

Jin the Soviet: ‘Union. ACCOlenb to these people, ‘the form of Capltd'LSﬂ

is somewhat different than in other states, but it ‘is State Gap1tallsm

‘ nevertheless.

state’ capltallsm is & fancy uyth. The control of the.

i_. whole system of production through STATE OWNERSHIP 1is theoretically

conceivable but practically it is impossible under capitalism. The

“concrete examples in Germeny and Italy tend to confirm thie fact.: In *

Germany, especially, state ownershlp is pract1cally ne011g1ble. el -

- T STATE ally DECAY CAPlTALISM ‘

In the period- of- decay cap1ta11ém the ‘bourgeois state ig:
forced to ‘intervene more and more' in the economic affairs of the na-

‘tion, to aid the natural process of "hig" fish eat little- f1sh," to o

help thrfough state .coercion the natural process of Capltullst cr1sis,
of reorganizing inuustry and gconoly on new levels, or eliwminating.

greater and greater portions of the middle class and lesser cap 1ta—

lists, and of passing the burden of this reorganization onto the a
shoulders of +hn prolet;rlat wzth A lower form of economy of scarcity”"

o

_ Thls intervention sometluec takes on the form of ‘state
ownership. When certain industries no longer can show a prof1t in

the ordinary processes of capitzslism, the bourgeois state may step in

take over tna~1ndu°try (er flrm), and in exchange for the capitalist.

stocks . bernlnr no dividenks, the government giveg good government bonds
In all such 1nstdnces, uctual control will-rest .

llkely_—~ the same; interests who have beén "bought- out." “ In other :
words Stute ownership under capltallsm (-'state Canltallsnﬂ “is merely
8 form of"alleV1qt1ng the distress" of the most: pressed sections of .. .
capitalism by ‘means of governmmént aid It is merely. another form of,p~

govern..ent subsldy, in addition to- a her . forms, (d1rect subs1d
contracts at.exorbitant prices,: stat s--at i

'state.vrants of land, mall contracts,

otate ownershlp under‘
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' State ownership under capitalism is due to thc basic decay
'of the svstem anc the attempt. 1o holu back the forces of production.

t"*“rotate ownerdhlp under denSIulOn Aconony 1s for proauctlve development.

‘ In tne Sov1et Unlon tnore ‘Was none of tl.e above~clted

“hocus pocus &

'ﬁicvot nothlnﬁ in return for 'its, propert LGS excenilgnfopzir;:g;gyogo
A ”Upuh3?u0r8 in th T

work Just 1ike the nrOldbdrldb. ) . b 2

i o ¥ ifferentials between

o ctatorship of the Froletariat -the wage G

.32§1€Gs°lajers %f tne oIk 1n“ class were be1nb constanty reduced._

: : wlth the tr 1umpb o ctallnlsm, however, and. the th%orztf
*"”001al1sm in Cne Country" which changed the dlrectlon of the ¥lorkers

'rf.State back toward capltallem lnet,lo of forward to Socialism —— with .

k tuns
this trlumph ‘the whole process We revaersed. Burocratic ultima

replaced free working class 1n1*1atlve and coatrol (through the 4rad

=7 nav he prolestariat nzd 1o,
1 Soviets, 'Partw, etz). nzw layer. of the C o
b3188v~lopea as. tne shOch L 8 for forcing the Stalinist Lins 2t
.2conemic excesses aown the tur ats cf the rianit end file worker:

® '4
Dt erentlatlonc within the working class instead of belng ellmwr el
were cons tantlv fostered ana)further developed.-

o - Thet. process reaches its culmlnatlon touaay w1th the tl
» ~1bant10 excesses of the members of ~the ‘g@talinist burocracy. tFugr;?t
7more ‘this:process is culm1nat1n~ in th% leeollia;ioglogypéég§ iclhoz
; 3 of [ ¥
erty in certain s heres; the accumulation
”geggers and buroorgts, the introduction on a Iar w1der scale of
' rovernment bond 5 forced loans, etc. :

LLVALORMqu Uf T SOVIET UQION

R : One nust look at the SO"let Unlon from the p01nt of view
‘not of 1ts evcesses and the capitalist FORwsS that are belng reintro-

duced ana eating up the vitals of the Workers’ state and Dconomy. Ome .

“nmust look -at “the Sovist Unlon from the V1ewp01nt_ofv1ts alalectlcal
development B s .

~'l— The selzure of power and exproorlatlon of the bourge01s1e;r
. wi..2-The failure cf the.worla proletarlat to extend the revolu—
"~ tion to other countries. |
“%- .Ths" temporary retreat to the NEP end then~ure movement

. towards planned sociallst ploouctlon,.

U e The: fdglure of the worls mroletariat in the 1923 ear to
L :again extend ‘the’ revolution anc the rise of = pcttveboulgco;s ‘
';t*cllque withid and: Lgutside the workurs State, hlch_Waroed ule“-
| ‘character.of the dictatorship inall o; its Toruws. -

e ‘m
-0 5w The.devslopment back tOWer capitalicm,. egsl
77.'to ‘the” bour bgls ‘and rettyebourﬂ’Ols strata within the ¢ 41:E

- “unG political.concessions 'to the vorid: 1moer1alltul Rch

~~.5., France, uermanv etc ) '

'1at§1; one who OWnS ant - controls neans ofpro—

that basgis’ to - pock ket -surplus value. cres Ld‘b5
perates-~those means of produculon.' Is the
;a capitalist? What means of productisn

us . value does he aprroprlate?- Cf all the .

The bourgeoisie was . 1ot rclmourscd it was EXPROPRIlTnD.r

- of the period of primitive accumulation in

~cnorm0us CONCES SlOHSﬂ; ‘-ce called a Vorksrs. State,
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values oroauced in the Sov1et Unlon, the producers —— the proletarlat
kclhoz neople, etc, —-- take a certain share. The rest is used for
state exrsnses and the introduction of nev means of production. It
'is true that the burocracy takes a disproportionate share of the.
vatues produceéd.  This disproportionate share is reaching the level
that a NEW FORu oF PRLLITIVE. ACCUMULATION AS A PRELUDE ‘TO A NEW .
 CAPITALIST ORLEA -IN RUSSIa -is taking place. PRIVATE capltal in -the
Soviet Union and PRIVATE property (the basis of cap1ta11sm in all its
- foruws, even State Capitalism) AS Ths DECIYIVE 4SPECT OF - ECONOMY does

NOT exist in the Soviet Union. It is being reintroduced prec1sely
through th1s new. form of pr1 ntlve accumulatlon.

. But to ldbel these "beglnnlnv"

processes back towards capb
talism as capltallsu is just as fallacious

today; as the labelling

the final stages of Feudal—
isi: (throwlnb.of the serfs off the land,etc) as capltaligm 1tslfo

Pre01sely because the process of accumulatlon represents

only the.“beglnnlns" processes back 'to capitalism, prec AR
isely because . ‘

- the basicc property relations P

Stalinist bgrocracy rela Sngmgﬁ "October still exist we refer to the .

rather than as a- class. “Theé buro-
cracy is composed of a growing capitalist stratum, & constantly smaller
pioletarlan stratum, and the Stalinist. force balancing itself ‘between
Nhgtggg tgéth 1§stma1n Weloht supporting the growing bourgeo1s force. L
proletariat again regains full pow '
force with the aid of wcr%d 2 P Cosbspny o hourgeois

dmperialism is successful in its
revolutlon the Stalinist force will be orushed., counter

S Before this accumulatlon in thé Soviet Unlon reaches capi—. R
tallst proportiongs, the growing bourgeoils STRATUM must SEIZE POLITI~ o
Cals POdmR? wUsT AEROPRInTu Tk WORKcRS STaTwn? AND idUST REESTABLISH o
PRKVaTn PnOPnRiY AHL CAPITAL AS Tiig LEGAL BASE OF SOCIETY e T

: V - IHn FROCESS OF "TR&NSITION“.-'

nnother argument whlcn has cropped up in the movement
lately is ‘the argument by certain groups that-the Soviet State is in
a state of transition back towards capitalism, an& that a Workers
5tate no. longer exists. - These people argue that the character .of the:
economv, despite the warpings of Stalinism, still remains Transition.
Econony, a sociallst, not a capitalist mode of production. . But the <. .
forms of the state power of the nroletarlat no longer exist —- ‘the
‘Soviets have been. llqulaated Workers Democracy destroyed both in L
“the civil realm and -in the army; etoc. .-Consequently the State cannot

but the workers of ‘the- world must still*:'Vif”
defenu the remnants of the October Revolutlon. L

Thls p051t10n, altnough 1t admlst of the;proletarlan chm&

L
who con81der the: Sov1et Unlon to" be capitallst, who" revagainst i
defense in, anJ shape,vform or manner.:‘ e

A traae unlon domlnated bj cangstersmand burocrats w1117
be used by them amalnst the workers 1nterests‘but‘obJe”t1V1ty st :
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-but of 1ts CdARACTun as well. -

ot only as to0 DIRECTION but as to CEsRaCTER as wells
.State during. Lual Pover dnd up until the forceful seizure of  power

" by the proletariat remains a BOURGLOIS STallk.
fvate property capltallst economy

SIS = —

'proletarlan pressure, accept proletar1an forms —— soviets, etc. _
ithis tends to show thé.diredtion in which society.is moving——on towards‘

o Ty ey,

‘by the térm. "warped Workers State.ﬂ
“out glVlnr “the dlrectlon can lead to opportunlst errors——that Stalins
LoismEs leading the Workers State towards Socialism.
- the. dlrection without' giving the character can lead’ to ultra-left
’-ferrors~-that there is no lon er’ anytnlng in the Sov1et Unlon to defend

S (S

S 1sts p01nt t'o

Q“iiallsts repaV1ng the” way for capi allsm.

Page 5

'rreveals that even such warped trade unlons are warkers organnzatlons.

One must speak not only of the DIRZCTION of any phenomena
‘The revolutionary transition period
from: cap1tallsm to the blctatorshlp of the Proletarlat can be definead
The dominant

Its base rests upon Pri-
That is the DETERMINING FACLORA SRR

AS polnted out above, bourgeols states quite often UNDER .
While

the’ D1otatorsh1p of the Proletarlat

it does. not obllterate the char—
.acter of thc rema1n1nc state. : :

147L The Internatlonal Gontact Commission. des1gnates both the
directlon and ‘the-.character ‘of . the»present state in the Soviet Union -
'To oeclgnate the "character with-

. But ‘to designate

that Gapltallsm already exlsts there..

- Either error. . 1f Hot’ coﬂrected in tlme, 1eavesvthe dOori

‘ open to much greater grrorsi’ y . | o

VI —— THb COUNTER*RLVOLUlIONARY ?OLE OF STALINISM

the #ounter—-revolutionary role of Stalinism on-a world
scale, espe01all ts recent rale ‘in Spain, where Stallnlst sold1ers
manned the ‘guns that shot down workers on the- barrlcades, flghtlng
for thelr llberatlon from capltallsm. : - AT

"AS aﬁi;nal argument agalnst the Viorkers State, the rev1s10nﬁ

o ,'; Agaln hoWever, of what de01s1ve 1mportance is th1s factar
“in relatlon to-the character of) the -Soviet Union itseslf? ' The counter
revolutionary role of’ Stalln1° marely emphaslzes that: W1th1n the "
‘Soviet Union as well, it is thé opjective’ agent of the WOrld 1mper—a'“

Yy

&hoﬁacsume that the cha acter of a Party in'a workers State
‘character. ol_that State 'is ‘to.give . support to the-- B
SIS that the Party -and. the" State. are synonomous. For the

o arty is a GUILING organ: “for the State. apparatus; :the
1 organs. ‘of theAWOrklng class and:the state, however,va

'un01ls, the;ﬂorkers m111t1a, etc.

ho work ‘hand in hand with' thébosses
": he AFL for 1nstance.‘ u& revolutlonlsts wej»

7

The.degeneratloan5

gy of a trade unlon;that 1s ran- by a;,nip

"form.of

B the state &nd .the economy

+lost workers democracy and. to oust” Stalinism, ‘and.the  imminent “at
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call on the building trades workers to. 301n these unions, despite the
reactionary role of its leadership, and to work to throw that leader—
ship out.: In practice everything done by the union officially is
d{dlﬂct the interests of the workers; nevertheless we consider the .
union a workinz class IVS”RUmmIT Whlch is warped.

‘The same can.be sa1d of the Soviet. Union. Based on the
ploperty relations introduced b the October Revolution, the State is
dorkers State, but a. warped uorkers ** (Note 1)

[Jno SOCIALISM POSSIBLn IN Hm SOVIET UNION?"

- nany of our ultra-lefts and roformlsts are now busy re—
studying the events in the Soviet Union, &very bit of degeneracy of
the -Stalinists gives them another opportunity for petty-bourgeois

flatitudes; "Lenin was nnt correct after-alls Had he lived he would
ave reallaea that there could be no PROL..TaRIAN revolutlon 1n Russ1a ‘
that only a bourgeols revolution was poss1ble.ﬂ_-_ ’

o vnt the root of this error is the poor memory of our crltlc &
They entlrelv forget that no one.of the Bolshevik leaders, Jof. lgl7~~n1§"
%ludlnn even Stallnr~expected Russia_to build Socialism.

rary, they wade it’ clear -that Socialism in one dountry wagniéhgysggn;:,_
that without. the, eytenslon of the proletarian revolution'to Other-.an

more 1ndustr1al countr1es, the Sov1et Union 1tself would 1nev1tablyfall.
- . Udut has caused the decllne is the false natlonallstlo“
policy, a reversal of the .arxian theories of Lenin, and :in his tlme,
of erUsky——uhe false théory that Socialism €AN beé built in one coun~rW
try « The failure to extend the proletarlan revolution, which this ' -
theory necessarily involved, made the warping of the \orkers State and

.a reversal of -its DIHubTION—~w1th1n the framework of Transltlon Bconomy

however*—lnev1table. mj

Is the . Too many people have' o

oviet Unlon, then doomed?

‘ alreadyuglvan up 1n their own minds ths Soviet Union to the beasts of |
| capitalism.

- of Transition Zeconony, Warped as it is, still hds, ‘and the ‘enormous.

They Go not' nor cannot concéeive of the 1nherent strength

potentialities of- the ‘Russian proletar1at ‘which has tdasted a new
society. - co

'f""»"i‘**’f-%-'r*’»f,féwn->--<>n--‘-'*."ra/a***a ok ROR kK

cxx#(Note 1) But. the burocracy, which - temporarlly controls the state

and -acts in its name, is warping its purpose and acope, is noving °

bacxvardu ‘is moving against world revol '
tion, just as ths bvrocrdts'ln } evo u—_'
a3 our.- tﬂade unlon Work againét ' ‘
1nterests of the worﬁers. : 8t 4 the

SR ROWEC R WK F & L N R R *'
‘ “The enormous: polltlca‘ concess1ons given by, Stallnism to N

the 1nqer1allstsv~~,the latest ‘of “whick, by the wey, the concesslons

to nltler, 2 “elplnn ‘the iuperialists ‘start their: war —é“bes eaks .

of the Weﬂknﬁau ofptalinism: 1nternally in the: Soviet: Unlon,l”

bespeaks of - ‘the imminent: struogle ‘of the proletar1at 40 regai

.;.,...<_, =.-=l=’s=i>.-n->i-#>&#a

tempts by the bour9e01s forces . inside the’ 'Soviet Union: and outs1de
to reestabllch a capltallst order ;n Pu531a.v Those who no longer




f_ the impsnding counterrevolution.’

n‘[pbetween Chpitalign ing Socialismi:

*Tz}abrupt ‘changes:. revolutionary situations, which,

J-.ﬁ‘ ..vi.;,> h. : ) ‘ ::
",'Ol«ITi:';Rivu;TOI-’ivL—x: ufn;ws ) S ~ Page _._é, |
| f b surnrise
..cons1der the Sov1et Union a Workers State w1ll ‘be taken
' when ‘thé workers.resist the counterrevolution. For them the counter—
revolution is already over. If their ideas. have any strength at all
-in the’ ‘Soviet Uhion, they can only serve to demoralize the w0rk1ng
class, tc check their’ attempts at resistance.
| P?uPARn THL RLSISTANCE OF TI JORKBRS

SRS - The iarx1sts mist. systemmatically—— no. matter 1n what
“*country they are —— prepare the resistance of the Soviet workers. to
Only those who have a correct under —

standing of the character, the development, and the direction. of the
,workers State will be able to lead this resistance successfully.n

: Dne final word to the Jundane pess1m1sts, the erudite gentle
f'men anc hearst like demagogues who point to. the failures. of Cémmunism,
- who. speak of it as.a pipe-dream. The bourgeois revolution took hun-
dreGs of ‘vears to develop. From the [{irst successful. revolution in
Holland to the extension of that revolution to England, it was more .
“than: fifty vears. From the time of this first revolution until the

,'5’cystem of: capitalism became decisive-in world affeirs, after the
* / French Revolution, it was more than 200 years.

The struggles of the
proletaliat against capitalism have by no means taken so long a per-
dod.:  Furthermors

:falthough severe, were ‘nowherse ifegy ds strong.as the contradictions

In the one case it was a contra-

~.Giction between two forms of: private property rule. - 'In the other it

L iscar contradiction between private proparty as a.whole and socialized
;-[property._ff : . :

_ j' e '-Neverthelgss tne working .class has made.gigantic strides
©in the last few decades, despite all its set-backs. History is-on the
~ side of the working class. A proletarian vanguard that. digests the
ﬂlessons of the. nast defeats an¢ the. one victory. in October, will turn

";;uhe tide'in the ‘hear future, by giVinr guidance to the upsurges that

are 1nev1tablc.ana leadging them in the most successful revolutionary
.;development 1n the history of mankind. :

m**#**”,* R owoa % N EERE R RO ok R R Kk % K K *, K Bk ok k%

: Revolutionary stratenv nust be based upon the world charac-
':ter of capitalism. World Gapitalism toaay. brings’ to the surface in-
if not transformed in-.
- tosuccessful. revolutions by: the vanguard and the masses, _
“»,s 1aed ‘on by reaction to" establisn some form of cognter revolutionary

Revolutionary strategy and tactics flow from revolutiona?y |

ornerstone of. revolutionary strategy.is .the. policy of
ction.of the working class. The demonstration:of. this

ion the bursting asunder of thebonds ‘that. tie the .
eois: system—has undergone a. process from the

lessons are ass1m1lated “and 'the proletariat s
“to repeat’ past mistakes: and ‘defeatss =
- From: the Program of the Revolutionary WOrkers
o S S ‘ League RS

-inione

vpthe war will have 'a two-fold character:

the ‘contradictions between Feddalism and Canitalism ‘
‘TﬂE 0CT OBnR RLVOLUTION.

the 1mp3r1al1st 1nvas1on and 'the

‘will bhe =y

HOW TO DEFEND THE SOVIET UMON

-

(sditort's Note The following article is reprinted from
the August 1939 Internation News with a view to explaining the posi—
tion of the Revolutionary Vorkers Leggue relative to the Soviet "« R

- The present world situation places this- question 1n a
primary pos1tion.)“

: (naitors' Note. This is a resolution adopted over a year -
ago —= august 7, 1938 — by the Political Oommittee of the Revolu— ~}j
tionary uorkers‘neacue on the defense of the Soviet Union.) :

: 1l- \hen the 50v1et Unidn Wlll be part of an armed conflict
either due to an imperialist invasion, or with Stalinism as an ally..

of one group of impsrialists- against another group of 1mnerialists,

Stalldisn ap ave d o AS. an imperialist war with .
y ol..one group, it will be an imperialist war with

elements of revolutionary war. as a war of- defensepagainst imper-

1al1st attack of the Sov1et Union, it will be a revolutionary war

with elements‘of the 1lper1al1=t conflict. The contradictory pos1tumn

of. the oov1~t Union. brings lorth this condition.

It is the purpose of the

siarxists 1n all cases to DEVELOP
THES STRUGCLE IRTC A GuilZRAL REVOLU

IONnRV'JAR 10 STnLnGTFV AND mKTEND

.—'~vl'

- bnconditional Deferise means thr COM}LETb support of

l,Stalinism in periogs of military struggle; revolutionary. defeatism :

means that one considérs the Sovist state and army bourgeois and -
struggles against is as in a caritalist country; hovever, the position
of conditional defense means: the defense of the: Soviet Union against

1mp;r1al1st agents within the Soviet
Union -~ the &Stalinists’ and Othetrs. -In a war Stalinism will be a
brake upon the Soviet- Union even mor'e 0s than - 1t is today.‘

If the political. revolution against Stalinism is not c om-

pleted before tie war develops, then the. participation of the Soviet -
Union in that war will enlarge a:l the contradictions within, and-
will lead to.a violent scluticn of these. antagonisms. The Russ1an

‘riasses w1th'~un" in hand will be wore than a, match for Stalinisn and
.other such enemies of the proletarlat.

3= Tne main linw Icr ccnditional defense of the Sov1et

*Union is the inderendent WOrk1n~ class action, 1nternationally and

ns1de the oov1et Union.

a- The politica1 anu organigational 1ndependence of tne
revolutionary mar ian organization. :

- -

el b~ Revolutionary Defeatism 1n all capitalist countries,'i
no. mattar which side of tne strungle they are. -ong . .- '

, 'glc~ nelp the Russ1an marx1sts build a harx1an:Party*4n4
uhe oov1et Union, o R T : '

d= For Sov1ets, abgenuine;Red‘nrmYlandfworﬁe"

ln the Sov1et Union.r =




’-Jo1n the Red- ALY

'foo1n the Red . ArmY.

 we can tolSurengthen
CWe are 1n thc heo ATRY We work for workers democracy and . Soviets..

“ture and with

E 1nternut1onal1sts and the

e pol1cy

P
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’ 4~ lhe Red arny under otal1n1sm is warped and used by

the burocracy for ahti-working class ends.  But &s a Red army it is.
based . on the proletar1an property relat1ons and will have millions

of armed workers -in-its ranks. It.is not & bourgeois army. .We are o

- for 1ndependcnt class act1on inside anau outs1de the Red nrmy.

We are. aga1nst call1nr on the workers at all t1mes to-

‘¥le are equally against calling on the workers .«s .
at all times not to join the Red army. It is:a tact1cal question
whetlier under certain circumstances:we call for joining the Red Army
or #%hether under other 01rcumstances we call. upon the workers not to

Our persnect1ve is to organ1ze Jorketrs: M1l1t1as wherever
and extend the October Revolution; and where . =

. LA healthy Red Army should always be backed up.by 1rregulars
or Uorkers Militia forces;. '

even in.circumstances where we favor. -
joining the Red .rmy, workers wilitias anau partisan bands must be es-
tablished. liowever, in those places where -we favor joining the Red

Army . WngUQﬁ:t pose the- WOrkers militias as 1nstruments counter to .
thJ Red Army.

. The revolut1on1sts worh w1th1n the Red Arfny of 5tal1n1sm
to transform it into a genu1ne f#ied Army based upon industrial struc-
genuine soldiers! .democracy against ‘the Stalinist.
off1cers caste.' The Solu1ers Comm1t+ees must reaa1n control of the
Red Army. : . o

-~ Material Ald to the Red Army: o : R
5Th§é3arx1sts must give their material ald 1o the Marxists
wuss1ans who are work1ng for the creat1on .

vof a new. Commun1st rarty.

dherc workers organ1vat1ons not under the control of the;.‘

'marxistsxare W1lling to give material aid to the Soviet Union, the
uarxists .shall: GClearly state the policy of conditional defense.

- sndéavor through representatives to see that. this aid goes to the.

‘left forces fighting on an. 1ndepcndent class l1ne ana1nst 1mper1alu3m

1fdnd the ot&llﬂlSu agents. f.

;whcre the MaerStS are. unable to carry through this

Under-spec1f1c cond1t1ons, as excep~ ' .

x Above all con61t1onal defense meens in each.concrete’

’ :_s1tuat1on‘the defense of the Soviet Union against ALl impeérialists. RN
fand the1r agcnts in the 5ov1et Un1on, the 5tal1n1sts and others. L

CAN STAUN\SM CARRY THROU<3H A SUCCESS
FUL REVOLUTION lN FP\ANCE ANDHAtY

e . 51nc° the 5tal1n1 t paft1es are very. strong oppos1tion ”TTV*
pa”tles in France and Italy it is one of the nost. effective argumen s .
of the anti- laoor, rsactionary ana fascist elewents to whip up senti~ ;
went for alabolic "rea caiipaigns" anu for war propaganda against. .tk . .

.,Sov1et vnion. It is not the starvation in - Western Burope (for tnebe
is mpre starvation in other parts of the world.. It is primarily: the
~aiscontent of ‘the masses mov1ng in a reVolut1onary direction and -
.the strong ‘Stalinist parties in Frlance ana Italy that are the main ' .
spring of the siarshall Plan and-of the other steps ‘taken ‘in conquerédf“f
Germany," in North africa and in the outer defense of the- approaches

as a general rule we. do not oppose these workers sending a1dﬂf
. to the Sov1et Union, but the forces working for - ‘independent action

" work to obtein this material.
o t1ons, considering the concrete stage of the. struggle against Stalim
. ism @nd other. countelnrevolutlonary forces in their struggle against @ = |
- the. workers. and peasants, we. shall f1ght aga1nst sh1pments to these
‘?;ant1-working class foxces. L . , S

to the utladt1c coast l1ne.
_ oomet1mes govern.ents ‘take- defens1ve measures (even in
offens1ve actions) when real dangers- threaten ‘them, and other times:.
‘governments take defensive leasures based upon false’ nropaganda that
tney tncmselves .are gullty of stirring up to fool the’ uasses..’.‘g
fveryone. knows that. Hitler ané his Cartel bosses in Germahy werepast
-masters ab the art of making up giant lies-and then Using these lies

as “reasons' for mors. powerful m1l1tary rieasures or- for d1rect acts
nf plunder. : : , .

.n.,.. R LI

: : That is nr1mar1ly the case of the propa anda m
-organized- by the monopolists in the United Statesp1§ the c:;gaggn
. against the reds today. Those who ist at the top and ‘are ‘the real -
. executive comnittee ( and nost just a. Truman office boy) know the -
'faCtS anc al o know how to sp1n fancy fables tnat resemble reality. o
FICE The best way to prove ourthesis ‘is ‘to deal 'w
quest1on ‘in the light of the possibilities: of the Cominfé;g ggiz?ggw
state power in France and Italy today as Lenin and ‘the. ‘Bolshiviks

.did in Ru°s1a in 1917 ‘Upon “this bas1s t
'n. * sta ds r
ongers arguuents or our pos1t1on.,. e 0 falls the US war

The pos1t1on that we are

‘ resent1no u°5~,n;
heoretlcally it was laid dov P is. nothlng new.

n by our foundat1on convention in 1
%gsg before the sscond worle wars .- In fact, .the. fact1on that . Eaézsgp
baCkcogetgl our orgenization helda this po°1t1on, comuon with others,
- € period when we were members and . later a- faction of the g
ommunist - (Left ‘Opposition): .League . of smerica. ihat ‘is new. i
pract1cal dpplication of this theory to the. preseut ‘goncre
l1on in Erance and’ Italy. anc we may -add, that'what we"
rance and Italy 1s also for all other countr1e"

. RS The value of tne powerful commun st .parties: in Franc
,and Italy is not.to- carry through a successf o)
They ‘are f1ncapable of - this taks. The Stal
(d1alect1ca1 matsr1al1sm) on..80° ‘Wany - unaam
?t1ons since the. deuth of Len"n anajthe
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. the revisionism of Kautsky and the leaders of the Soc1al1s+ SecOnd
.Internatlonal led that st1nﬁ1nv corpse.

Stallnlsts anymore than- they. fear the Socialists in carrying through_
._these stcps to the se1zure and consolidation of state power.

llnlsts is thz «ifference between hew each .organize state power.

- structure within’ tho capitalist mode.of
~on the othér. hanc,

-exploiters; while the Stalinists present a party dlctatorshlp OVER
'_the workors as Wcll as over the exololtcrs.

'eito the‘above gquestion not- only involves the main qucstlon presented,

”-ibas not yet been ov rthrown.zw

k‘7fPMarshall Flan®,

. . 4 H
? l

Page1£;

of more than two decaaes uhey have rcVealod over. end ovér agaln,f
ANG.: aaaln ins cverv degisive ‘action for the working dass and ih every

country where nm ortunt strtvsles have taken place; that their ' .=
revisionist positions Lave leo thew into the sane blrna allies as

INluRhniioNJL duds

“No .one who fears ‘2 social revolution need fear the

ne olfference between the: Soc1la1sts and Stallnlsts 1n

the que5ulon ol powere.is not only on the pla1n of" theory but in -
reellty 1toelf. . .

The primery d1flerence between the Soc1a11°ts anéd Sta-—

#hereas the Socialists have revealed only. state power of a bourgeois
production; the Stal1n1stS-'
“inheriting throuvh :usurpation the dictatorship. "~
of ‘the Proletarlat of 1917 have transforhed -this into = d1ctatozshq5
of the otallnigt Party over the whole! population, ardless of
classes even thougih they must use the working. classéé (%ase “the -
sane as John L. Lewis or any other capitalist trade union diatator:

and gangster must use the workers to carry out their ambltlons,

The Stal1n1sts use thls d1ctator -FO Ru of state not only. in -
the Sov1 :t union, where txans1tlon gconony  toward Sociadlism exists, -
but thGJ aleo vse bhls dlctator "FORLI of st: te in the Balkans where
cap1tal1sm cx1sts. -

. . threas ‘the SOclallsts use the bourgeo1s—democratlc stru:—
ture of the cepita 1ist state ana the stalinists-.use the bourgeoisor -
prolctarlat Stutv, but only in dictstorship form, -the revolutionary"
marxists-count orpose to the above tho dictatorship of .the proletarial -
(contcnt) but only in ths democratic. form. The revolutlonary'harx1sts
organize a structure of worker's rule; worker's democracy against th;-

The 1mportance of this Prgument on state DOWer in relatk>n'

but the concrete arpl1cdtlon of “the problem in the different Balkan
“states where the Stalinists’ are tﬂ- rul1ng partv ano where can1tallan

the "Loyalty Pledge" the.'-
‘the. "Taft Hartle; LdW“ and the: backers’ of all’ the
other antl—workinp class, ‘anti-red aetions argue that Communism is. ' .
sspreadlng from“*astern Gurope to Western murope and that is the: reasan{5
' ; Ldrastic- action now,: But these boys: dellberately forget
propaganda) ‘that the. Commun1st ‘Partizs. that have state power in.
ir hands- outs1de30f ‘the'goviet Union' (The Balkan States, northern
rea' “gtc) have ithis:state: ‘power not becausz the Stelinists” w1th1n
ountgles were:ableitoobtain a- MEJority ‘and“théreby 'lead ‘the

1“Thﬂ “Unnmerlc n Commlttee"

- But the
. though %rhat

, Sov1et 1nfluence.,

.-peace-with the arabs;

. VWie don't know of a situation that would brihg the RED ARMY ‘to these

} vasion of .ths Soviet ‘Union by the- Imperialists led by Uriited.States.

‘well as measures tcward the Near hast

} VITHIN THi SOVIﬂT UNION,
*_ofof Flnlanu and part of Poland, etc.

R thiss

__French~Ita11an 1mper1alisms nqﬁf; LS £ e

;wocmallsts have ‘80" successfully acc”

nNo, tnese tenth rate partles of Stalinisnc St

IN LRNALIOHAL NnWS Paye‘SI
these blunderlng opuortunlst partles were handed power on a. s1lver
Platter by the: Red ~rmy as part of the second world war strategy .
in the process. of defeating Fascist Germany. Without .the aim. and gk
%oal of the defeat of Fascist Germany and the advancing’ Red Army-

hrough the Balkans on-the heels of the retreating Ysupermen,
these @ommun1st" gpvernments would not have been possible.

elt and. Church knew =
0. invade hhrgulﬁl rggcewggd g%%ythggﬁ §IVinng ﬁlnl

specially Roosevelt anc¢ the United States ngeral Staff
even though the price was high, it was worth it for the:

defeat ‘of Germany ané the saving of american forces to consolidate
much as possible of the rest of the world beyond the 1mmed1ate '

when they a ggga

REIE RN & the. Red Army obtains aprroval of the United Nat1ﬁ
today to move forward, say in the Palestine situation to kee

or say in Spain if Fascism would start a war-
on its neighbor, you could exnect "communist" governments gnoner or
later in .tae wake of the Red army. In other: words, that is the<ONLY
AY that Stalinists coula "be given" state power-in France and’ Italm

two countries at present. Except, if —-- the mononol1sts ‘are so.
stupid as to declare war owm Russia. Theat would hot be a* thlrd im-.
perialist war. It woulc. be an. 1mp=r1allst attempted invasion’ of ST
Russias Naturally under ssuch a condition; that is, an attempted: in—_

the Red army as mere defensive neasures woula move, or try'to'move
for the occupation of the whole of Burope and northern Africa, as.
Indla, Chlna and AlaBk&. ;'

' ' Let ne repeat, th1s kind of "communlst" state nower in -
France and Italy and other countries, on-the shoulders of the 1nvadtxg
Red Army in an imperialist war of attemnted invasion of " the Soviet:
Union is entirely a different question than the question presented

above. . Namely, ‘ean Stalinisn carry through a successful soclal
revolutlon in France and Italy? :

- Bven Where the Red Army put the |'communlsts" into state
power it remained capitalist economy and ‘not a successful social
revolution, except in those border countries ana areas INCORPORATED v
such as Latvia, bsthon1a Besserabla par _

. The danger of the Stal1n1st parties 1n France and Italy
and the other ‘cépitalist -countries ig not the’ danger of . leading B A
_proletarlan revolution. ' The cap1ta11st executive committee. knOW“":”’"“”
The :danger for capitalism is that they are a nusiance. vaiue.
‘against -the - imperialists and ‘play a ‘border- patrolfrole,for the
stalinists - in the ‘Kremiin, in thelr moves aga nst’ anglo-Anm

: The dancer of the Stallnistwpar -
WOrk;ng class of . beheaalng the soclal‘revolu ion &

s1nce and 1nclud1ng the Chlnese
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coumittee of the capitalist know this as well as the revo
Marzists. - But the capitalists are able to use it to fool the
workers. The capitalist, like a couple of clever confidence men,

INTERNAT ICNGL, EQHS

have, (1), joined up with their victim (workers) and proceed together

. to "rob" the other confidende man. Haturally the .n‘w founa partner
© in crime alwavys-ends up behind the eight ball and the two con-men

. are._on. their way. So,too with the Capitalists ana the Stalinist

reformists, . The Capitalists tell the workers that Stalinism is
Marxism, that Stalinism is revolution, thdat Stalinism is for the

- workers.against the capitalists, The workers, looking for-sowme one

1o lead’ the fight against the exploiters say =~ if that is so we . g
don't think thsy aré so bad ana thereby join tliem. ~ But when the = %
decisive struggle for state power takes place, the Stalinists lead
‘the workers on tiie Wrong.side of the barricades. (Our literature
gives years of proof of tanils anu the November 1947 issue of the .

. ENTeRNATICHAL: NuliS presents twenty one basic revisionisms of iarxism
by stalinisme- - - . . SR : '

o, o . good example suprnorting this arpgument were the three

 terms of Roogevelt in the United Statess' In all three elections
~the overwhelming.mejority of the reactionary press came out.against

~ Roosevelt and told the workers: that a vote for ‘Roosevelt practically
weant &’ vote for revolution. The workers thereby’voted with their

-Italy even more than thé Soviet Union has
- They onlY'object to intervention b¥
r

' poilnt more direct Anglo-america
- Wworkers and peasants of these ¢

INT2RNATIONAL NuWS Page &q o
economic ana social breakdown. But one can truthfully add that if--
if these powerful Communist parties were Marxian parties instead of.
opportunist revisionist parties they could have already seized power
in these western Curopean countries. The working class eannot seize -
state power in any country without at the same time fighting inter—:

"~ vention by the,leading'imperialists.

.The'Angleamericans.have.aireauy'iﬁtervened in France and
in Greeces But the French govermment does not object to thise - . -
the Soviet Union. . When the matur -
France and Italy reach a boiing -
n-interyvention will-be felt by the
ountries. - . R

ing revolutionary developments in

‘Theylarshall Plan of intervention is NOT primarily egainst— -

Stalinismi In the name of fighting the Soviet Union and the Comin-
form the parshall Plan aims to behe

..+ : . The terms communism and reds are the best terms for an .
amalgam to discredit and fight the mAaturing proleterian revolutions.
By using Stdlinism as their main target 'in propaganda and By using
effective 1i : q

intervened, the same as.’ " . -

cad in advance the maturing &ocial R
- revolutions -in all parts of westérn Europe. ‘ ia B

-feet and elected Roosevelt overwhelmingly. Roosevelt will go down 2.
. in histg s gneg-of the béest and most cana le " em ig .-
prsTA2RE whE §0Fe08e 1P B8t 0d 08 SaPRRsd TAPOTEN MR 500828 Sa s -
. finel achievement =--the placing of the United States as the leading
. imperialist nation of tihe entire earth. t S :

_ _ gasures against the‘working-class,_QhéiimpmialiStsjéje.abié, ;
" to do their: share of disoricntating the proletariat- fram their. reesl. -
goal for state power. =~ - ‘ o ‘ FOE R oL s

... In spite of the Stalinist and Socdialist betrayals from
within and the imperialist intervention from without. the social . .
- revolution ‘in western Europe is taking on' momentum and will' succeed, . "
‘The consolidation of the revolutionists around a 'scientific program i .
and the organizing of a reVolutidnary'Marxi&n'Drogramfis'ﬁheﬁkéquuéA;_” _
Stlon while these forces at the saue time work out and present a .
concrete program of action to win the masses as a necessary prerequirs
Site to th=s seizure of :state power. o e R T

12-21-47

L - 'Let ug leave the variant of the Stalinist party obtainim
powel action of the Soviet army and consider one other possible.
'sggizngyn*lt,iéjnbt_theoretically excluded that in %-revoluiéongzi .
situation inone of ‘th- se ¢ountries that the Stalinists wWou dgd :
majority-and become the ryling party as the Social Demgcrgts.h} in
meny counties and as the .iensniviks did in Russia:  This 1s t eo-d L
retically possible, %ut most unlikely because the.imperialists and .
_their local natinnal agents are well trained "in this art now and their
parliamentary tricks, their election iaws, have rules organized by
the exploiters the same as the gambling casmnoskhave their games
- fixed, 0 ' S ‘ : : :

: .iﬂéﬁﬁ'eﬁen withftheéefpossibievvariants:for Stalinism it -
" still leaves us where we started. That Stalinism cannot carry throudl
a successful social revolution in any of these capltallst-countrles.

. % 'Does .this mean that there will e no revolution in . -
"France ana Italy? " Révolutions develop -in countries. due-to ‘economig -
“and socigl breéakéown of ‘cdpitalism. Ho ohe:knows: better' than.the & . °
“tlarxists: how many ‘erimes’ Stalinism is guilty of, but they are not - . P

- guilty of ‘¢ausing the misery, starvation, and revolutionary situa=—. ...
- tions in'France, Ttaly ana other countries. Capitalism .is guilty of -
- this.  Stalinism is gullty of bungling,” of betraving the workert's ..
~ interests and of transforming these favorable situations into defeats .

< ... ‘U One.can “fﬁtﬁfﬁfiffgéﬁitﬁéteiqufénééVdﬂi I#&I?“Were'ﬁ6id*f»'
- of Stalin ' ' ‘

; t ﬁtigsmth?re“WbﬁEQJSi%llﬁbeqthe Same«misery;'hun;er‘gnif’-

3,
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o uroublet) is, abstractly at least
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ON THE NEW "LEFT WING" OF CENTRISM -

: The iueological warfare of the exploitors ana the1r agents
in the _ranks, of the workers have received a new recruit with the ap-
pearance of "Left Wing", a magazine issued by former members of the
Revolutionary Workers League. Coming ‘at. & time when the workers neel
clarity more than ever before in 'the fifht for a new Marxist Party,-
independent politically .and. organizationally from ‘all shades of re-

- visionism, reformism, " centr1sm ana ultra—left1sm, 1t ‘adds’ .its b1t of

confusionism.

- What' does it have to offer? "y few decades ago other‘
1ssues may have been primary; tomorrow still others (for instance the
Soviet Umion or World War III) may attain such paramount signigicance.
At the moment, however, the attitude of each individval towards Demo-—
cracy is de01s1ve.; It must be the- fulcrum for the regroupment of
inaividual radicals 1nto an instrument of sociafl ‘change, a Political

"‘Party.}## Left @Wing intends to confine itself programmatically to
-this one major point which we believe separates us froij the tradi-—.

tional tcndencies of Stalinism, Socaal~Uemocracy, and lrotsKV1sm...

~

It castirates "Gapitalist Democracy" as leading "1nexoraby

' to "Capitalist Fascism!" 4And goes on to show that the Labor Party is

not worthy of "support because it supports "democracy" etc.,Etc., and
many other observations. learned bv its authors from. thulr DleVIOqu‘

But, after tbis it has absolutely nothing else correct to

i_say. What about imperidism as the highest stage of capitalism? Whet

about . proletar1an strategy on the roaa to power, do they involve prin—

~c1ples or aré they a‘'question of tapproach"? lihat are principles, _
: stratecy, tactics? . Wnat & the correct analysis of the Soviet Union?

What is the relation of the scientific liarxian program to the party
of the’workingclass? . Can reférmist and centrist parties be reformed?
Or ultra-leftism? What about th2’program and the contributions to

“the class struggle -of the Revolutionary Workers League?  Why the com-
.plete silence about the RWL to which the authors belonged for over 1

years? Ve can learn nothing of thcse thinos from "Left Wing."

Instead, we learn that “EVPry working class party (group

,; %rodpl : “") 'ﬁST”bbﬁlV at l-.st,ﬁin . xofnof y,goc1gl royomgtpon-..'

on.eéM Bat: "abstract - principle is not enough... In the last analy— .
sis~-it must be obvious——the strategical aim and approach, rather than

~abstract Gogma is the key to the character of any politieal . moVvement. .
.. Basic strategy is decisive., ‘The abstraction may be merely a camouflage
for conciliation with cap1talism anu its state. The strategy, however,

. . cannot hide its true aims; it exposes its underlying principle in all
S its nakedness.“_" ‘ ' '

~Such confueionl Every party, it seems, is’abstractly'for.r7

(Note' ‘Line 46 above reads as: follows" : : g
, in favor of a soc1al revolution..

; working class movement."

INTZRNATIONAL NEWS Page &}

sotial revolution, but their strategv, their "approach" 1s"decis1ve."
The' RWL and ilarxism long ago pointed out the correct- position on -~ *
this. "The important thing to d1st1ngu1sh between the various-forces
claiming to stand for socialism is the road’ they map out on . the road

to workers power. THIS IN THuORY aNL IN ACTION, GOMUSTITUTES THEIR
PROGRAM' ,TEZIR FRINCIPLES. There are soc1al reformist parties,' d—'v-

" trist parties, and ultra-lefts, in tle cmmp of revisionism, who amxrve'_

tlie workers away frow proletarian power by their unscientific princi—,
‘ples’ (not just what they describe themselves as being), ‘and ‘tliere is

the siarxist . parties, who by pursning their line consistently lead the
workers successfully to power.

, Let anyone who w1shes to see the full statement of these -
fundamental facts read the program of the RWL on the role of Var ious .
parties. But Y"Left Wing" serves up a hash, which is ideal for “the” [ﬁ
Norman Thomases, W.Z. Fosters, J.P. Cannons and Max Shachtmans to -
aisorganize serious left wing elements.,  Principle and picgram are
lost in a welter of words ‘about four d1fferent"strategi<.." Thus

_ political tendencies as an expression of the class struggle’ d1sappea§!"

Instead we have "four most pronounced basic surategies WJthin the

Abstractly, Stalinism and the "nativc reformists® (SociaI~
1sts, Labor Burocrats) are for social revolution. = But both have-
different- "strategical -implementation" because one is rooted in. xhe’
"giant ‘machine of the burocracy in Russia," and-the other in the .~

,"national capitalists of eaéh country." - You have also the "anﬁl-partyh'.-iQ
approgch" ‘by unnamed persons: quite anonymous politielly. Thén there B”” v

_-%ﬁ‘%sf?a‘"s%hls“i:%&e%gmrs2'P°%&§aé‘£ sPRRGIRYE $RSnBIRE fPREdHgEion

of "such 'bridge' slogans as' 'For. people's repossession of the pro—‘{;
cuctive wachine, W1th workers council . government.!" '

Let us note also that’ in some 31 pages of - blurb along m:.
similar political lines there is practically not one word about the. .
need for a wmaRAIaN PuOGRAM or a mafkilall  PaRTY. You pay your money: aﬂd,

¥5u take your choice. You can be either for or against the Trotsky—«fd

-ist Transition program (or "bridge" slogans if you like; ) you can-be

for or against dsfense of .the -Soviet Union. (again. complete silence ;
as to whether it is a warped workers state or one of the wvarious types-f_;
of "collect1v1sms" that Socialists, centrists and ultralefts: call : it),g -
you can be: for or against.support of the Labor Party under. certain - :
cond1tions (it repeats the Trotskyist lie about.-Lenin and the: British 7
Labor Partyr——see page22) you -can -be for or: against a ‘new.. PQUM,‘~

also. opposed ‘the: Labor Party anu SP in: 1956,_and Trotskyism, from‘anz s

squally centrist ba51s.’

In some respbcts "Left Wlng" lsneve:f"

. greater rctrogression from scientific revolu

standing of ‘the ‘class struggle ‘than many ‘lon

forces. . For example, ‘dealing with Gzechoslovav

left wing force was proh1b1ted by the Kosice agre: I
ana the Czech" bourgeoisies. The warxian revolutionary party

.regardless of any agreement of .the exp101ters andthe: S

is required 1s tho forces based on the correct program,
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'.this end, ana pursulng proper tactxs, legal ana extra legal. Further
~ says "Left Wing" since the Socialists were tQo deeply rooted in.

capitalism, the masses became prey.of Stalinist demegogy, the evils
with the "nicest verhitrlmmlngs." In a word, they "were really vic—
‘tims of the failure of powerful .left wing parties to emerge anwiare
in furope. By themselves they coula not poss1bly rebel- Mith anyrlvn
of success.. They lost. the battle; tnorefore, ‘without even a strugg.e-
«w=" " "Coult any analysis be more roactlonary, more defeatist than
this? Thus the breakdown of capitalism in Europe; - especlally in

Western Europe, the continuing crisis in which Stalinist cohtrol is
-a transition phase, ana future perspectlves of revolutiohary struggle

agdinst capitalism anu Stalinism is lost in a f1t of mlserable sec—
tarian blues,

The perspectlve of struggle of the masses is not based '
on the existence or non-existence of the left force, or.to be more N
exact the revolutionary idarxian party. This derives from the objecti ve
situation, anua the party can only take advantage ‘of this, to lead
the workers to power. For those who mlsunderstood Germany 1933, SPain

19036 showed this.

Deallng w1th the class struggle in- the U. S., we are told

among other . thlngs that as agdlnst the continuing treachery of the
" labor fakers in. the trade unions we sge: "In pari the lack of a re-
volt against the blb wigs of labor is the result of a general apathy

on the part of the - worklngman.;.“. Living stdndards are not bad

,cnough labor fakers are too strongly centralized. In fact, dealing

with" the strike wave of 1946, we learn there was nothing llke the 1919

'steel strike. "No: battles, 11ttle animosity against management," . With

a wave of a hana, thcn, the tens of thousands of auto, steel, electr1~
cdl, and other workcrs in struggle find it all a great sham, with
i1ittle. animosity agalnst management, " The betrayals of the labor

burocracy are made to egual. workers confldence and love for the ex- B
p101ters. : ‘

It is hardly necessary to deal ‘here further with the poli-

't1cal treachery of this organ of "Left \Wlng“ polltical fakery.

- The workers need for a new uarxian party is greater than', o
ever before, to lead them. in successful battle against tne capitalists

on:all fronts, in day to day struggle up to the taking of power an -
<}estab11shmont of workers counc11 rApubllcs. But this is possible

only by ‘intengifying our efforts for scientific clarity, not Dhrase—

.»b,moncoxlng pandering to all points of view, The departure of the
- Left 'Wing's authors from the RWL have helped to clear the air. Now -

we. must . go forwara once again:to build the Revolutionary Workers
Ledgue, U.S. ano ‘unite the vanguard of the class -on its sc1entific

. fprogram for a new marx1an partv and 1nternatlonal.

’ :-z.
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