t

o

INTERNATIONAL

i

NEWS

| ‘lnlloih of tho Provisioncl bhrnclond Contocl Qom!ldnn
Volum: 8No. 7. iy L%xwwu .

Class Relatlcns in U S

Palestlne

Wl'lat Is Holdmg up tl'le

Revolutlon 7

Issued by ths Revoluuonary Workars Loaquo ior the lntomahonal
_ ’ Contact Commission. ; .

. Afifliates . -
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BBI’I'AIN

Central Committee of the Red Front of Greater Germany .
- Revoluhonary Workers League of the U.S.. ~ -
R - Madl address’ of publighers
‘\ © DEMOS PRESS -
708 N. CLARK- SPREET, CHICAGO ILLIN@IS
: , Lubor Donuted -




INTARNATIONAL NEWS Pa?e 1

NO HOMELAND IN PALESTINE.

The situation in Palestine today poses many vital political questions. To millions
of oppressed Jews all over the world Palestine is a great dream, an experiment in
‘ostablishing a glant rafuge for an oppressed. minority. Despite the experience of -
29 yoears, ever =1nce the Balfour declaratlon, many Jews still cling desperately to
this great "vision". B:=111u51oned with the hypocricy of British imperialism they
are now turning oright. and expectant faces toward American- cap1t811sm. Failing to
"understand that cupitalism can not carry out any progréssive tasks even of the
bourgeois revolution, millions of sincore poople the world over are dreamlng 1n
vain, are planning “nd wnrklng for an imposcsible goal.

Palestine answere questions that are peptlnent for the Negro in America and for
oppressed peoples - the world over. Can any nation be independent’ today? * Can any .
mirority achieve zelf-determination? Can the land question for the Arabian world
be resolved under capltal:sm? Life has already proven that-the answers to all '’
these gyuestion are 'in the negative and must continue to be so. The Jewish problem
(and. the Arabian problﬂm) can not be resolved under capltallsm.~ Only the social
'revolutlon éan. begln to tarkle these d1ff1cu1tles. o
' The political obJOctlves of the'Palestlnlan people - both Arab and_Jew'- are vastly
-subordinate to th: more material and vital economic factors.  For behind all the
shootirg in Palestine stands the =poctor of an Anglo-Amerlcan war over oilj with'
the Soviet Union ag the thlrd part of the trinity, attempting to undermine British
1nFluonco in the Near East. This fact alone should serve to disillusion those naive
people who are deeply affected by the crocodile tears of Amcrican Imperialism which
_demands the right of Jews to migrate into a territory only slightly bigger than the
state of Maryland, but refuses to permit the millions of uprooted people the world
_over to seek "ahctﬁm on western shores. The "benevolence" of Lord Balfour, who:
declared in 1917 that His Majesty's government "looks with favor" on the idea of
,eatabllshlng Palestino as a Jewish homeland, is no less hypécritical than the pres-
ent "faver" with which-Mr. Truman and his Wall Street mentors look to inereased im-
migration of Jows into Palestine. O0ddly enough both positions stem from the same
econontic mot1ve= - control of the weelth of the Near Bast. The Jewich psople can

no more colve their problems as 'wards of Unclc Sam. thar they dld as wards of John
Bull. ’ .

HIuTORICAL BAGKG?OUND

Mlsconcept¢on= ro1at1ve to Palestine are w1duupread. ‘It woﬁld_be’welllat theudgt-
eet to giva its hlstorlcal background. Co P

Paleetlne WA S at one-tlme under the aegis of the Arabs, when Ar&bian-cﬁlture wa g
dominant in the world. In 1517, however, ths Turks conquered Palestine as part of,
Z_thc"?eneral conquost which spelled the doom of Arabian overlordship. It remained

under Turkish control for 400 years, until conquered by the Br1t1=h army on December
: 9 1917. .

"Pridr to World #War I Germany kegan to challenge Brltlsh Imperlallsm as the dominant
‘power on earth. One of the pivots-of German imperialist p011cy wes the eetabllsh-
ment of & Berlin to Bagdad railway. The political prerequisites for such.'a rail-
road were already present. Germany controlled central Burope {the Austro-Hungary
Empire was a powerful .satellite at the time) and the government:s of Itsly, Turkey
and the Arabian world were also subordinate to the Wilhelmstrasse. For Britain,
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establlshmont of th1: rallroad was a direct threat to the British llfellne. It not
only threatened to mako Germany a great power in the oil-filled areas of the Near
East but it pointed to an eventual incircling movement towerd the Suez Canal which
Wopld cut the famous British lifeline in two. Looking atround desperately for an
ally and 'a counterbalance to the German-controlled Arab world, Britain decided to
utilize the Z1on1=t movement to open.a wedgoe into this area. The declaration of
Lord Balfour had this purpose .and this purpo=e only : : ‘

,,Follow1ng the war, however, Br1ta1n was able to cemont_an agreement with the Arabian

world. Yithout German support the leadors of the Near East had no other choice.

The ardour with which John Bull woocd the Jewish cause began to cool perceptibly
until in 1939 Britain issued the famous white paper which reneged - completoly on the:
idea of a Jowish homoland. . By that time ths whole objoctive situation was alterod.
'Germany arain threatened to strike.at the British lifeline, but this time Turkey.
ahd the Arabs were in the British camp.  Any attempt at this point to grant homeland
rights to the Jews would have alienated the Arabian Effendi who consider that. the
‘Jewish cap1tall=t innovations in Palestine sre a direct menace to their feudal
structure. Consequently Britain shut the door to the Jews during-the war. Notwith-
standing this fact, however, the whole Jewish movement - including even the ‘under-.
ground Irgun Zevai Leumi (National Military Organization) supported.the British war
.efforts. This support went so far “that in 1941 the Irgun helped Br1t1=h Imperlallam
put down a revolt of the masses in Iraq.

THREE ‘WAY SQU..;EZE

Now that the war is over Britain is again caught ina d1ff1cult vise. On the one
hand the Soviet Union is prossing for control in this area to offset the encircle-
.ment of Anglo-American Imporialists. Stalin is opsnly wooing the Arabian world.
On the other hand Uncle Sam, m1ndful of the vast oil resources and other irealth of

. the Near Bast, is utilizing the world Jewish movement to break into the British

bailiwick himself. John Bull could, of course, be completoly unmindful of both

" prossuros if the British empirc were in a healthy condition. However Downing Street

must, on the onc hand, be wary of the tc¢ndency to revolt on the part of the native
magsos in hor Empire, and on the other has nced for American cash to develop her

investments: The uprisings and threats of revolt throughout the Empire have already

" occasioned far-reaching changes .in the Empirs government. (Tness were deslt with
in-the November 1946 issue of INTERNATIONAL NEWS). - Tho projected withdrawal of
‘British troops from Egypt mekes it necessary for Britain to f1nd a suitable m1litary

base olscwhore. Palust:no, with 1ts central locatlon in the Near East is an ObVIOUS'

choice.

Faced. with such a picture Britain has come forth with the only proposal that can
temporarlly stave off a debacle - .the three zone plan. . Under this system of.three
federalized states within Palestine the British would control the foreign affairs
most of the policing powers and. the right to determine 1mm1grat10n of Jews. The
Jewish sector would- be -a'small aree of S§ﬁ§~1,500 square miles. Thie plan has many

.~ virtues from the. point of view of John Bullj it gives up none of the real powers of -
« British Imperialism in Palestine; it givce a 'sopto the Jews.in the form of an ab-

‘treviated "homeland", onc seventh of Palestinoe (a sop, incidentally, which was so
meager that even the most moderste Jewish Agency leaders rcfused to go for 1t)

it tries to placate the Arabian Effendi by restricting the-incursions of Je w1sh ,
- capital st mothods 1nto Arab1a, and finally it: offors: Brataln the mllltary base it -

dCSII'OS. BEE! .‘ . R s

The very comploVity of tho plan is its undolng.i It solves nothlng for anyone. ,Un-"

“-der pressure by Uncle Sam the British must 1nev1tably concede considerably more.

&

- -that they can't catch up. .Standard 0il,. for 1nstance, owns 23%% of the o0il in

_ Texas Company have extensive inyestments in Saudi Arabia and are constantly sur-
.veying more fields. Tha British have 3 refineries in the Near East and two pipe

..mant to- break into & Girman strongzhold. Today Amsrica uses the Jewish movement to .

. From-an ubstract peint of v1ew - that 1s, if vou divorce the res»ralning factors of
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#all Street is dangllng a $300 million loan to the Arabian =tatos as a form of wean-
ing them away from Downing Streot. To opportunists such as Abdullah of Transjordan.
and King Ibn Saud of Ssudi arabia such beit may have some c¢ffect, although at the

. moment they arc solidly in Britain's -vast pocket. Should one of those fine gentle-
-men, however, duddonly decide to chango. horsos and join the American camp it would

not be surprising =t all if Wall Streot s ardour for.the Jow1sh ceuse suddenly

- bocamo lukewarm.

_— " - ' .. WaR FOR OTL

‘O1l and tho Br1tﬂsh l1f011no are tha most vital is suc‘c in Palestino today.,vucoord-

ing to experts’ tho 0il reservesvin the Persian gulf are not loss than 50 billion

..barrels and probably closer to 100 billion.. .The oil reserves of the United States’

are only 35 billion barrols, and the United States is the largest producer -of. gaso=

"line and oil products in the world. The presont oil supplies obviously can not go

on forever. The big companies are therefore looklng for -other oil fields to take
up the slack. The Persian gulf aroa is the most fertile answer. Although this is
primarily a British area of 1nvestment, amorican compan1os are not too far behind

Irag. Gulf owns 50% of the productive resources in Kuwait. Standard 0il and the

lines, one to the Levant and one to Haifa, Palestine. The total refinery facilities
of the British in this area are 488 thousund bnrrels of oil per day. The United

. States first plann¢d a pipeline to Alexandria of Haifa, but has since givsn up the

plan in favor of transporting oil by tankers, which are now plentiful sinco the end .-
of the war. Standard 0il tentatively laid plans for a refinery that could process
350,000 barrels a day. "iThether sho will go through with this plan is not known.

Tt 1s obvious, howover, that’ American oil oompun1es are. ser1ously challeng1ng Br1t-'

‘ein in this ares of tho world., v

Furtnermoro, although the United States and- Britain are using parallel action all
over the world agaﬂnst the interosts of the Soviet Union, thcy are nevertheless in
&-vicious underhanded economic and political. struggle against each other. The UeSe

-“is using the Jewish movement ds a spearhead, into the Near East. It’'is no accident
~that the undergrourd organizations in Palestlne are well supplied.with funds from
thé United Statos. -Bon Hocht's committee openly-advertises in American newspapers

for funds to the Jewish underground, Theso campaigns undjoubtedly are being winked
at ‘by tho State Department. The position, of the United States is thus very much
analogous to the pesition of Britain in 1917. Then Britain usged the Jewish-move-

break into the British stronghold. Very littlc has beon chvnged. The- promisos

©oare etlll tho. same ~-a Jewish homol nd.

RICH IN POTE\"I‘IAL 1EALTH
Ty

capitalism from the picture. and judgo morely the economic potentialities = Palestine
is morethan able to support a- Jew1sh homeland. Although the country is small 1t

~is very r1ch potentlally.

Palostlbe is about the size of Vermont or Maryland - lO 429 square mllﬁEo It is o
" _only. 1/8 tle size of Syria and Lobanonj 1/38 the 'size of Egypts 1/4 tho size of New -
York states 1/26 the size’ “of Texas. Contrary to' ‘most opinions it .has an excellent .

glimate = similar.te that ‘of Callfornla in most re=pocts. And it supports’ a popu-

~,}.etmn oP only l 697,869 = a dens1ty of only 154 to a square. milee . 7.
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Following the Balfour Declaration and the League of Nations Mandate to Britain on .
September 29, 1923 the population almsst tripled in the following 20 years. Jewish
Population alone went up from 83,790 to 509,184, Arabian population also went up

= from 598,177 to 1,042,056, Attracted by the irrigation plans and machine farming
of the Jewish population, hundreds of thousands of Arebs have migrated from other
sections .of the Arabian world into Palestine. Even Near East labor has had a ten-
dency to migrate into this area since Palestinian wages are congiderably higher
than in other sections of the Near East. -A farm worker in Palestine receives 4
timee as much as a farm worker in Egypt. Argb labor in Jerusalem receives 8 times

" &s much as the same typo of labor in Iraq and twice as much as in Egypt.

The whole character of the country.has changod radically. Jewish capital to the
extent of a WA1f billion dollars has poured into the country. Almost 2,000 facto--
ries have boen built. From 1922 to 1944 there has been 8n incresse in industrial

production of more than 60 times. In the sthere of agriculture the change has been
even mure phenomenal. Irrigation and land.reclamation have wrought wide changes.

The desert condition of Pale’stine land is due in the main to deforestation through
the centuries. In addition a considerable part of the. land was under water or in

swamps. Simple drainage put thousands of acres into farming, approximately 120,000
acress Twenly four years ago it is estimated that it took 65 acres of land to sus~

‘tain a Jewish family: Today, with irrigation ard with machine farming (Palestine

 Jewish

*. fought by the Arebian rank and file.
"~ siderably from the introduction of capitalist

~Arab-Jewish.Labor". The stru

has é4s many tractors per acro as the UsS.) it now takes only 25 acres in unirrigated
land, 13 in rich hill country and only five acres in the rich irrigated sections.

There are today at leést 900,000 acres ready for irrigation. 'Thesé can sustain
betwesn 90,000 and 120,000 families. According to a U.S. expert, Fe Julian Fohs,

© the Jordan Valley could be.irrigated to tako care of at least 100,000 families.

According to Dr. Walter Clay Lowdormilk, an agronomist of the U«S. Department of

- Agriculture, tho "full development .of Palestine could absotb 4 million Jewish re-

fugees". Furthermore, if you added Transjordan, another British mandate, you wsuld
thon have an areca of 55,169 square miles = about the size of Illinois - and it
could sustain a population many times ikis amount. In fact if the area were as
donsely populated as Britain it would have 33 million people. '

wish land is;divided into three forms - communsl, small-holder ‘and private. Much
of 'this is financed by the -Jewish Fund. WAltogother Jewish capital owns only 6.4%

of the ‘land in Falestine; but it is anxious to buy morc, much more. Jewish capital=~

ists see great prospects of dovolopment if thoy could buy more land... For that,

however, they neced unassailabl¢ state powcr and immizration.
and finance all over the wo
mont in 1a

: Jewish .big busindss
rld is looking to this area as a fine spnere for invest-
nd, as woll as the various other political and economic advanteges in.:

+© COULD HANDLE fMMIGRANTS SR

]

.. Palostine then could easily ‘support the’ 100,000 Jewish rcfugebs~th&f~%hp Jewish

agency is demanding admission for. The entrance of these Jowish families would: -
heston capitalist development' within Palestines it would help carry out the netion-
el tasks of the bourgeois revolution. Furthermore such a development would not be
Innumerable observers point to the fact that
Arab-Jewish struggle is vastly exaggerated. The Argbian peasantry has gained ¢on-
machine farming and-irrigation. The °
Histraduth, emphasized the unity of Labor - "Long live
ggles between Arab and Jew can only serve the interests

Jewish trade union congress,

of the ‘British imperialists,
as thoy have long kept India, and with the same results, perpetuation of British

who want to keep Palestine in the same kind of turmoil
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rulé; the Arabién Effehdi, who are fedxg%l of capitalist farming and the_example it
will give to the sharecropper and peasant; and the Jewish capitalist who has an
economic interest in pushing the sArabisn lendlord off the map.

The American Mercury putS'the‘{hing accuratoly in its Decomber 1945 igsuet "The

situation (arzb-Jewish fights).is deliberately aggravate? by those who, because of

vested intorésts have more to lose, particularly thc Arab Effendis, who live on the
rents of their lanus worked by Arab share~croppers and who suspect any enterprise
which may lcad to raising of wages and living standerds". a '

There is no dizputing the fact that there is a deliberatcly inspired struggle be-

tween Arab-and Jew in Palestine,.but this factor would be of little importance if
it were not for the fact that Britain uzes this as a camouflage for her own imper-
ialist policy. The mentors in Downing Street are using thie hackneyed saw that they

- must remain in Palestine to keep order batween .rab and Jew. They permit the im-

pression to develop that without Britiszh intorvention the whole Arabian world would

" rise up against the Paleostinian Jews. This is'a popular misconception which is

nothing but sheer Tantasy."From,a purely military point of view the Jews have a
militery force capable of conquering all-of Arabia. ‘ ’

60,000 ARMED FORCES

.The total JeWish secret armies-in the'Haganah, Stern Gangj and'Irguanevai'Leumi .

amount to approximately 60,000 well-armed and well-trained men. As.&gnrinst this
there are 22,000 very poorly trained soldiers in Egypt;.and Iraq, Syria, Lebdanon,

‘Saudi Arabia are far worse off from a military point of view.  .iny notion of an
. arpbian attack against the Jews in Pglestine is a.pureVprqpaganda inventionf"

.That_the Jewish military force is divided into three groupe attests to the fact -

that there is a sharp class struggle within Palestine, that Jewish workers and farm-

erg are pitted against ‘Jewish financiers, just as workers and farmers the world

over are pitted against their native capitalists. The Stern.Gang, emallest of the
' three organizations confines its activities to simplo terrorism againet. hated offi- -
'~bials.. The Irgun (formorly under the loadership of a semi-fascist named Jabotansky)

confines its terrorism to administrativc agencies rather than individuuls. The:

‘Haganah is the originel Jewish homéguard established & number of generations ago .

for protection. It is the Yargest and the lesst militant of the three groups.

both inside end outside the trede unioa movement.

.In addition to those illegal ferces tharc arc many politicol'divisiogs in Palestine,,

' 1cht to itsvown invewtions and divorcing Pnlestino frem tho imperialist world, it is

thus quite obvicus that the Jewi'sh punple COULD casily ostablish a comfortable homa=

-land in the "Holy Land". .Unfortunately, however, we live in a real world dominnted

by imperialism, rather than an abstract heaven unsullied by the dollar and pound
marke of wWall Sirecet and London. Imperialism cen not and will not permit.any op-

- prossed ‘minority to achieve liberstion. Its "benevclence" is cénfined to purqu.
 aconomic motives of utilizing the oppressed fcr the interest of the greet financiers

at home. Britain utilized the Zionist movement in the past to drive a wedge into
e Germén—controlled LZrebian world. americe todey repeats the process = this time
to drive a wedgo into & British controlled Near East.

But there can bo no reel pence or liberation for the Jowish people in Prlestine.
Should. America become the dominant factor in the Near East the same proceds would
repeat itself - pitting Arab against Jew and helding back the economic deve}ophent
of thefcquntry. Furthermore, within Palestine the clgss,struggle'betwegn ngishf'.

Lo
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and Arabian labor (with the farm population behind it) on the.one hand, and indus=
trial and fimance capital, on the other, must lead to the same type of tyranny and
oppression that exists everywhere else in the world. Jabotinskys, with their rac-
ist theories about the suverior rights of the Jow to those of the Arab, are not -
accidontal. Thoy stom from the class struggle.’

. The last 8 or 9 years have boon years of a‘falso_War-time'prospofity. Palestine
.-has produced considerablo agricultural products = 15 million crates of citrus fruit

alone - and considerable industrial products. Palestine today noeds immigrants to
irrigate and reclaim hunireds of thousands of acres of good land. But tomorrow, in

“the course of a new world depression, the wholo proccss will be revcrsed; the class .

~strﬁgg1® within Palostine will roach alarming proportions.

~ The Jewish people havo_Sufféred'unfold,misorios in'the'last'decade'dnd a half.

Millions have beon exterminated. Unquestionably many of them can not he reintegrat-
ed into the fabric of Burope« Their homes and their opportunities are gone. Open
and subtlo anti-somitism still exists and takes its toll. ~Thoy must seek refuge
elsewhere. It is a significant commentary that the Soviet Union, land of the Oc-
tober. Revolution, has degenerated to such a miserable state under Stalinism that it
has made not a single effort on bohalf of these dispossessed people. Stalinism, in
this respect, is as rotton as the imporialist nations which have the identical

policy of "no immigration".

FOR & SOCIALIST PALESTING

Tho:real solution'of the Jowish problem Howevor doos not lie in emigratidn'fo Paieé-
tino or in the dream of what can not be esteblizhed - a firm and stable homeland.

bring liberation“to all oppressed minorities.

. Tho" Jowish problem can be solved only as part of the social revolution, which will

'The Marxists do not support cither the irabian or the Jewish claims in Palcstine.

Wo believe and will fight for the right of all pooples to self-detormination, but
we shall advocate & revolutionary solution based on & change in the social order,
and assimilation, rather than segregation of peoples.. Naturally we. derand that

‘cultural guarantees bo granted to those oppressed groups -that have a separatc cul=

ture and wish to develop it, but even this can only be transitory to the eventual
unification .of ull cultures into a.world-culturoe, ‘ o '

One'of the most disappointiﬁg foatures of the present situation in Palestine is the

. failure of .the British workers to stay the hand of the "Labor" Party governmont. -
Tho ‘apathy of the British mpnsses, confused and. demoralized by the 2nd and 3rd Inter-
‘nationals (and their little tail, Trotskyism, which is still trying to-liquidate

into the Labor Party and which supported its imperialist candidates) - the apathy
of the British masses has been a major factor in the wild terror of the British

~Army in Palestine. Jt is time that this policy were reversed, thét the British

workers = through strikes and demonstrations - forced the government to grant in-

“dependence to Palestine. In this task the American worker too must help, because

American capitalism is planniﬁg_to put. the same noose around the Nsar Bast that
Britain now has. : t S : o ,

_For the Jewish workers and farmers already in Palestine the obvious task is to for-.
‘€0 a united nation of Jewish and Arabian oppressed, based on workers and peasants
councils, Not the Arab peasant is the enemy of the Jewish farmer and worker, but

‘tho combined forcos of British and American Imperialism, and the Arabian Effendis
and Jewish capitalists. The enemy must be gought. out-on a class basis, not on a
rgcerbasis, An appeal to the Arabian peasantnyg'over'thq head of their Farouks

-

- of self-rule, without either Effendis or

-q&qothly gnd ib the.interests of the messes.

The Revolutionary Marxists differ fu

 ists against Imperialism.

" ther than class‘collabaration_ora'tarrorisma - -

' . Such tasks can be carried out by them, with
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Abdullahs and Ibn Saude

1 ids, will mobilize them into action.
farming has already mad

. i The results of capitalist
@ an indelible impression on the Ar

abian_oppressed; a promise

t ¢ capitalists, will bring out untold enthu-
slasm and heroism amongst the macsses of the Near East,

Only by a So?ialist Revolution can-the tasks of the bourgeois revolution, so long
delaved by history and aow only partially started, be carried out «J ?ffectivelv,

ists ?nd the peaceful Zionists. "Furthcrmore we differ with the very toncept that

a_JaW1sh,hqmeland can be-establishod‘while capitalism e¢xists. Nevortheless thc =

struggle of both the Jowish and Arabian masses against Imperialism are orogressi;e
in charactcr, and Revolutionary Mar~ists, .hile meintaining their own class inde-
Pendence, will give critical support to these efforts, will attempt'tb stimflate

independent action by the :

: 'In the process of such a policy of "march separately and
the Jewish and Arabian workers and peasants will be able to see in

correctness of the Marxian policy of mass revolutionary action, ra-

strike together"
life itself the

The Jews.and many Arab groups in-Palestine'show,éonsiderablo depth.of in{eileot.' ,
tho aid of the world working ¢lass. But
must eetablish a Marxian Party, part of tho coming

. The-Party:is;the sine qua non for any future

{irst the oppressed in Palestine
New Fourth Communist  Internationa
effective struggle. . a co

ndamGMElly with the methods of both the f'vrar¥

~masges to run parallel to that of the Zionists and téerror--
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CWHY NO REVOLUTION IN EUROPE?

(The article below iz a contlnuatlon of the discussion begun in the
November issue on tho development of the Revolution in Europe. It
treats the subJect from-a differcnt anglc.)

Pago 8

"Many workers have been acklng Vhy no'revolutlon in Burope cince the second world

war?" Let us break the question down to its component partss Has there been any -
revolutionary situations'in Burope during and after the second world war? Have

any of thsse. rgvolutionary situations developed into full-fledgéd revolutions? .

#4hat hashappened to the Marxian party? ¥hen. can we look forward to successful

:social revolutions in Europe?

In social progress success can easily be seen; but failures slip into oblivion with-

out a ripple. "liost everyone knows about the 'successful October Revolution in Hussia

under the leadership of. Lenin and Trotsky. But fow people realize or know about

the thirty odd revolutions in the world betwoon the first and second world wars'

'that ended in dofeat for the workers and peasantse.

L1kow1°e there are fow poople who rea11zo what has been golng on.in Europe dur1ng
and gfter the second world war. Few people realize that thc United States' iron .

curtain in Eurooo and Asla is almost as effoctlve as the Sta11n1=t censorchlo.

' VANGUARD BLED WHITE

It must not.be forgotten that even though Germany and Italy were defeated in the

v gecond world wer the fact remains that the fascists were first successful in over-

running Europe. With the dominetion of. Europe by fascigm-and its Gestapo, the
proletarian vanguard was =ystemat1ca11y bled white and-millions and millions of
workers, both German and. non-German were killed off in a most inhuman manner.
Furthermore, the systematic and.devastating air raids of the alliecs also had its
toll on . the Zurovean population. -But in spite of thase ghastly desth-dealing htlows

-agaanst the working class, revolutlonary situations did develop in fascist-occupiesd ..
Europee. The undcrground movement for liberation in all oarts of buropo played
. havoe¢ w1tq thc fascists' well 1a1d planz.

In Yugoglavia the,partisan m0vement of the workers and peasants was more than a
metch for the fascists even though it was under Stalinist domination. In France
and Italy the movement of liberation grew to giant proportions. Ir the low coun-
tries,‘in'the'Scdndinavian countries and in the Balkans, the resistance movement
was:primarily led in theory and devds by proletarlan parties. Unfortunately. the
revolutionary vanguard element was swept along with the falee Stalinist-Socislist-
Traotskyite policy of subordination of the party and clas
tic element; instead of carrying out the correct Marxizn pollcy of independent

‘class action coupled with genuine united front action of all elements ready to

fight fascism. Through independent class action, -instend .f subordination to the
natiopalist bourgeois-democratic elements in those subjected natlons, the working
class would have effective bargaining power with the  Anglo-American imperialists.
As it was, the Sta11n1st-Socia11st-Trotskylte policy of subordination tied them to

-and. completely under the control of the 1moer1a11sts and their agents in these
'countrlos. : '

Despite thesz’ =nJck1es, however9 the Greek part1san'movement' to take ono examplse,

defeatod the fascistse But it was. incapable of beating the British and Greek fas- '

cist elements later on, bocause of the reformlst illusions sown by Stalinism.

g to the bourge01s~democra-”
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‘Then the censorship will be lifted by the United States in Europe and A:la, when
the real facts can be obtained about these revolutlonary upsurges sgainst the fas-
cists in the whole of Europe, then books must be written and translated about each

situatiom. e will learn then of the many Revolutionary situations in Europe. The

treacherous role of the Anglo-american imperialists and their Stalinist-Socialist
agents against the rcvoluclonary vanguard in these countries will reveal a traglc,

chapter, as traglc as the fasclst actlon agalnst the Jewish masses.

THE SECOND FRONT

The Revolutlonary s1tuat10n in Europe was a pr1me factor in the parallel action of
the: Anglo-Amerlcan 1’nper1a11sts.

The world. w1de strategy of the Anglo-Amerlcan 1mper1a11st= agalnst the Axis powers

" cannot be understood unless we realize that this overall plan called for DELAYED.

ACTION-whereever po=s1b1e. Delayed action to. gain suveriority in production of war

 materials in America and to dbtain a well-aquipped ani trained air, sea and land:

army.  Delayed action to enable the Axis powers to spend their energies against the
Sovi:t Union and the growing resistance movements throughout Europe and Asia. And

"dolaved action to enahle the allies to walk in'at the critical moment when thc 1ib=-
eration movements against fascism had preparod the groundwork for military victorv,. -

This would enable the allies to take over power with the least possible loss of men
and equipment and would exhaust the resistance movements. On this basis the allies
would be able to effectively control them through the occupatlon troops.

This meant thet the working classvand'its-flghtlng vanguard - was caught between two
fires. First they were bled white by the fascists through the Anglo-American de-
layed action, and then they were disarmed and held .in check by the advancing Amer-

" ican and British armies.. The method. used .by the Anglo-American imperialists to

disarm: and make 1neffect1ve the resistence and liberation movement and to cleanse

the movement of revolutlonary workers was a policy of REORGANIZING IT under ‘'safe .

and sane, natloral bourgeois forces. Where the troops were too strong to disarm at

‘once the allies followed the policy of isolation and starving them out and gradual-’

ly weskening them for eventual disbandinge. In this period, while the workers and
peasants of Russia had their backs to the wall fighting fascism, thﬂ1r Stalinist

-masters were s11ont partners in cr1me to this Anglo-Amerlcan dlsarmlng pollcy.

RACE BETWEVN ALLIES AND GUERRILLnS '

~ VWhen tho Unlted States was Jnally ready for the socond front through western'

Europe, the revolutionary upsurge of the people of the’ occupled countries agalnst
fascism was taking on mass proportions. With-the destruction of .the strategical
Nazi areas by air power and the gains of the 1iberation movement the sallies had to

hurry to take over power in their own name before the masses would seize.the reins.

An outstandlng example was the United States action against the magses of Paris,
f:rat in assenting to have Parig turned over to the fascists when France was de-
feated, and néxt, when Americen troops. entered Paris at the strategic ‘moment to
prevent the masses from ma1nta1n1ng power in their own name. In both’ cases ‘the

: Anglo-Amerlcan policy.was to allow representatives of the exploiters, ‘of reactiony

to .take over power against the masses. This was also the treacherous policy of
the Anglo-Amer*cun 1mper1a11=te in Greaece where they, now =upport the fasclst King
agaln st the people.. v S S

.

- &t this po1nt 1t is advisable to,recsll the words of the'Revolutionary Workers

Loague at the inception of the ¢econd world war, when we warned that the Anglo~
American policy in Europe in checkmating the revolutlon would be a pollcy of using
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nat1onal1=t forces (etart1ng from the right and running the gauntlet to the left)
TO THE EXTENT OF THE MASS PRESSURE FROM BELOW the allies wouM use more and more
"left" Governments. And then after wearing the population out, after slowly but
steadily disarming the masses, with Stalinist~Socialist help, they would again re-
establish some fascist ‘or semi-fascist element in power as'their puppet.

“were no successful revolutisns.

Have we forgotten the battles of ¥arsaw? Have we forgotten the French resistance
movement and the Paris struggles? Have we forgotten the Greek revolution? Have
'we forgottén the revolutinnary struggles in Yugoslavia? Have we forgotten the

Italian upsurge ‘in 1943 and the entry of the Amer1can troops that- brought in its-
armed might to roplace the armed might of fascism? Have we forgotten the movement
of llberat1on from the horth Pole :to A1r1ca° : o

"If we follow this policy through its various stages, solect1ng outstand1ng examoles, :
we.will find that the.Petain and than the Darlan regimes in France representad the
. beginning stago. Ae the prossure increased they wero forced to move over to Gene-
~ral Do Gaulle, and with increased pressure from the left wore forced to' play ball
with the Stalinist=Socialist-Liberal Bloc. While these outwardly polite dealings
with the left occur there proceeds at the same. time behind the scenes the secret.
deal1ng with reaction, scmi-fascist elements, etc., preparing for the day they can
help kick out the’ left and aga1n restoro safe and sane rulers of the exploiters.

In western Europo the Anglo Amer1can 1mper1al1sts with the help of the Stalinists
and Sociamlists, held the workers in check. In Eastern Burope the Stalinists were’

- capable by themselves of smashing tho. PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONS. They covered this
betrayal up with measures aga1nst ‘the feudal carryovers 1n Eastern Europe and ag-
'a1nct the la=c1at dictatorship.’

The Greek s1tuat1on, unlike France, which has not completed the process, ‘ran the .
whole .gauntlet. The 1mper1al1sts haa only one recourse left, to.support the extreme |
reaction and fascist-element to.hold in check the revolut1onist Each country in

o Europe ropresents a different stage of the policy to hold in check to wear down,
and to dofeat tho masses and the1r rovolut1onary a=p1rat1ons. T '

" In other words, without a Len1n and his famous april thesis the Stalinists.were
2ble to reovive the policy of Stalih of 1917 and use.this same policy for Eastern
Europe in 1945, It was the policy of, first the bourgeois-democratic revolution

~and then--then (?)--the proletarian rovolution. This was one of the most impertant
subjective factors in the whole of Lurope that cut short the revolut1onary upsurges B

of the mesces. : '

D S TR

Ty

F.D‘R. AND REVOLUTION

A e ) , o 3 "FIRST AND THEN"
. Elliot Roosevelt's book'dealing with his-father and Mr. Churchill confirms what we ' '

- say on.the question of revolution in Europe. He points out that FDR .and Churchill ..
had a dispute over WHERE to. start the second front. Churchill representing the
conservative and react1onary capitalist element ‘wanted the second front started ia
the Balkans, as a two-edged sword against the Gerfmans and against the Soviet Union.

~ Churchill wanted to build another reactionary wall around the Soviet Union to se-.
-parate it from Europe proper. Roosevelt representing.the "ljberal" wing of the
exploiters and more' concerned with American interests than with the British empire
line, favorod a drive through France. Naturally Stal1n agreed with Roosevelt..

Let us doal in more detail w1th'th1s false Stalinist theory on the quostion.cf the - 0
road to power. Whereas in 1917 this theory we's ~applied "to backward- capitalist ﬁ
countries, and later to the Chinese revolution in 1927, now it has been revamped ° :
and applied to advanced decaying cdpitalist countries. The old version was. that ;
first we muszt estzblich tho.-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and pea- . 2
sants (the bourgeois-democratic revoluticn) and then after the feudal carryovers L
are piowed under and capitalism hes developed. its democracy-—then we wlll have the “
_ proletarien, tho scc1all:t rovclut1on. . .

This. ull1ot Roosevelt. 1nformat1on throws l1ght upon the f1rm organ1c relat1on of
the second front to the revolution. We pointed this out prior to the second frent.
We stated that the revolution was the determining factor of the dolayed action
strategy. #o stated that tho most favorable variant for the Allies would be the
Balkans. Internal friction and the strength of the Soviet union (not Stalinism)

' But after Hitler took,power and after the labor movement was crushed ir many..ad- - g
: “vanced capitalist nations the Stalinists came out for a similar policy in these i
i fascist countries. First, a "Peoplss Revolution" against fascism-and then (2)-

' later (?) a proletarian revolution., They applied this policy with fatal- disaster o
to the Spanish Civil War. Thé Peoples Front and the Labor Party ooportun1sm under=-

did not ¢nable the impcrialists to take their most favorable veriant. Now thoy - mined revolutionary developments in different parts of the world, notably Spain. F

have their headaches in dcal1ng with the COUNtPIOS of Eastern Europe . : These defeats and especially the defent of the workers and peasants in Spa1n, la1d [

: ' ‘the basis for the socond world war. . {

Do not m1sunderstand ‘the facts. Roosevelt and Church1ll did not have any differ- - , _ . : . : i

ence ovor the question.of the delayed action and the-timing of the second fronmt to - Now in the period of the»socond'world war and today in the post war period, Stalin= - . |

'°°1n01d9 with revolutionary developments. They only differed over where to start ism still holds to that, false theory. We predicted the outcome of events zif;this, .
‘this. . And ‘their policy did' succeed in holding the rovolution in check, first by falsc theory wore applisd) before thc events, and now we can se» its bitter fruit. {E
. @llowing the Red Army and the liberation movoment to take the brunt of the fascist ' R ot s T o ’ : '

: armies and then by disarming the masses of Europs and saddling them with the Anglo-
g . Anérican army of - occupation. The division of labor betwecen the fascists on the one
F hand and the bourgeois-demccrats (and their Stalinist-Socialist allies) on the
o ~ other hand played. havoc with the revolutionary movement. This could have been
‘avoided if an independent class policy had been followed by the work1ng class in-
stead of the policy. of subord1nat1on to social patriotisme. :

- The candalizing of the partisen movements, the resistance movements, the liberation
“movements of Burope against fascism, into beurgeois=democratic channels instead of ]
proletarian indepcndent class action, was part of this policy. The new upsurge of - N
the Peoples Front blocs in France, Bclgium, Italy etc., is also the fruit cf this .
class collaboration policy. The "Worker's Coalition Govermments" of Eastern Euro-- g
pe, under Stalinist domination, are also’ part of a policy which den1es the lnde~
pcndert role of the party and tho 1ndopendent getion of the class

REVOLUTIONS OCCURRED

This btal1n1st ref1=1on of Marxism has previously beon the pol1cy of Soc1al Demo-.
cracye It was the pol1cy Len1n and Trotsky fought age1n=t in. the Second Inter-

ers,there were revolutionary situations in Europe in the per1od of the second World
wary There were actual rovolut1ons during’ and after the second world warsj ‘but there

o
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'the‘questiog,'"Why no revolution in Europe after the war?"

~ this party from small groups

- mountains.

~and political chaos, on the other hand.

.
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national. It was the policy of‘the Socialietsfthat led to.one defeat after the
other during and after the first world wer. It was the policy of both the Social-
ists and . the Stalinists in the period after Hitler tdok power. It is the policy
that has done more than its share to confuse young revolutionary comrades who ask

. 'EUROPE LACKED A PARTY -

We must repeat ~ over and over again - without revolutionary Marxian theory and a ©
Revolutionary Marxian party there can be no successful revolution. ‘Above all
Burope lacked this party. Such a party calls for many sacrifices, . In building

y 1t calls for comstant polemics, constant factional
squabbles, (hair-splitting as the activists would say) constant discussion .on “dry"

“theory and a permanent INTERNATIONAL orientation for all national problems. . qu..
‘the activist it seoms like a .waste of time. It seems like the short cut is just

to get out and do something, anything. But unfortunately these young activists are
socs: lost by the wayside if they do not find their way back to Marxism. Bug in
finding their way back to Marxism therc is a danger.that thoy will "give up" acti-

vity and become. isolated sectariansy who cannot distinguish between mole hills and

Revolutionary thecry without practice is no more Marxian than revolu-
tionary practice without revolutionary Marxian theory. They are two sides of one
problems This is what is needed to build the forces that can overcome the diffi-
culties confronting those who want to save civilization from decays-

‘Because Burope did not have this revolutionary Marxian party countless thousands

of the best revolutionary elemeni; the vanguard of the -movements of liberation

against fascism, lost the real fruit of their under-ground work. This fruit was
snatched from their grasp

ists and Stalinists..

REVOLUTION STILL AHEAD

Outside of those areas that have beon inco
letarian: revolution ie¢ still ahead.
inism dominates, .as it is in western Euro

pe where Stalinism plays office boy to

- the imperislists. Europe canuot long stand "suspended" between the economic solu-

tion of its problems. Europe cannot long stand up vnder the tug of war betwegen the
anglo=-American imperialist bloc, on the one hand, and tho economic pressure of the

. transition economy of the'Sovict Union (in spite of Stalinism) coupled with the

pressure ‘of the working class of Europe for a way out of their cconomic, social °

‘The RVL expebtéd_not only‘the_ousting,bf:Stalinism_with the conclusion of tho sec-

.+ ond world.warj but we also expectod a guccessful revolution in Europe. Thege +wo
- propositions .are tws sides of onec problom.

. torrelated.. No matter which positive factor

They cennot be separated and are in-
would take place first, the success

of either would lay the basis for the second success. That is, either the success-
ful political revolution against Stalinism, or the successful social revolution
against capitalism would lead the other. -

-'We erred- in this pfodiction; an error aé’to'thettimo element; but not an error in
- content, ‘Th

- material in the November issue dealing with the Sovie

e developments thet. we ars analyzing in this article as wéll as the
t Union, fully confirm our

goneral thesis. and our many other- predictions.

by the Anglo-Americen impersalists, thanks to the Soéia14‘ :

rpora{ed.withihvthe Soviet Uhion_the pro~
This is as true in Eastern Europe where Stal-
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It is unfortunate that the majority of peOple-can”only‘thrive
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‘and gain an optim-

isfic outlook on the bssis of guccesse The rsvolutionary Marxists MUST win the .

masses in order to carry through a successful revolution, but

our convictions. and

our pcsitive outlook gors deeper then this one factor. 7With a scientific anelysis
with experience learned from mistakos, with lessons learned from defeats as well -

as victories we are able to constantly replenish the fdunfain
“and strive towsrd our goal no matter how‘diffi;ult-shd how -gr

must ovorcome.

' Wé must nevér forget that Fascism was not defeatod in the soc

cism was only givcn a severe set-back through the defeat of t
Fascism can only be defeated by the social revolutlon‘bgcause
revolution will solve the economic problems that give rise to

is again growing in Burope, throughout the world and even_right,hgre in‘thé United

S'ta'tes.o

of the Revoluticnary Marxian party can wictory over fascism a
capitalism be obtained. e o :

WE. DEPEND iO.‘N ',Y:OUR ‘co_N,f_RnB.UT
10 puBLISH INTERNATIONAL
, . ..'; [)g:)tQ{T— F(j)y{CSE;T.b]iC:) i _.i

t

of otir convietions
eat are the odds we

ond world wsr. . Fas-
he Axis powers. .
only the social
fascism. -Fascism

“As loﬁg as thesé‘problems,are‘unsolved new revolutibngry situationg:will mature.."
. But wg, the Revoluticnary Mgrxists, must hulp prepare,the‘cla§s for-?h0se-ba?tles.
- For oniy by their indepondent class action under the leadership and independencc

nd pther fprms of -
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That a dépression is coming to the United States is evident to any thinking person.
Henry ilallace freely predicted it in his Labor Day speech, Dr. John Steelman, re-

conversion director, speaks in the cautious words of a government flunkey that "a
turn from inflstion to deflation may be approaching". United States News, mouthpie-

ce of David Lawrénce and influential Republicans, preditts that there will be a drep

"in preductien of 21% in the next twslve months., This, presumably, is mué¢h better

than the pericd of 1920-21, when production fell by 33%. The Magazine of flall Street

predicts a "moderate dccline" of 15% in the incoéme of America's farmers next year.
- Qn the eve of mnother economic cataclysm, however, the bourgeois leaders arg still
attempting to disparage talk of depressien. This is wery
the great erash 1928-29, whon similar "optimism" prévailed. W. Averill Harriman,
new Secretery 6f Commerce, has attacked riotions of & réccssicn as "unreasonable do-
- featism". The Secretary of the Treasury,. John Snyder, states that the nation is
- moving aheed to "a continuing high level of prosperity". He points .proudly to the
- fact that present industrial production is at an all time pcace-time peak of 176
‘index points, based on 1535-39 production. o ' S

Mr. Snyder's optimiem i & crude attempt to-deceive the masses. -Industrial preduc-
tion in 1943 reached a high of 240. BEven in 1245, after VE Day and VJ Day, it was
" still around 200. Today's

¢ figure represents a sharp drop therefore. This drop is
-felt most keenly in the bagic zector of capitalist econemy - "the durable gdods sec~-
ter - where 1944 production reached a high point of 350 only to fall to a present
. level of 155. Dr. Steelman and others compare production today with what it was VJ
Day. Such a comparison does not show too great a fall, but it must be syuared with
- the fact that from VE Day to VJ ‘Day the Government made considerable retrenchments
‘in production of war supplies. The fact is that in the face of enormous nseds by
the Amcrican working clasz, capitalist production this vear fell, and fell shdrply
from the 1944-45 figures. Part of this decline is no’ doubt attributable to recon-
vcrsion_diffipultios,'buf it must be remembered that when industry converted from
‘peace=time production to war-time production its nroductiva levels did not dscline,’

but on the conﬁrary zoomed forward. Why can't the economic spiral move upward
today? . : : : g ' ' '

‘The answer is to be found in a simple Marxian maxim:
contradiction between socialized production and PRIVA
diction creates its concomitant, the evils of overnro
. of the.depression days of the thirties and the boom days of the twenties are plainly
manifest. The stockmarket has suffered a serious fall in prices this year.  In the
last 3 months they have fallen by about .40 points - almost 25%. inventories of
goods in-August of this: year were st an all-time high of 31 billion ddilérs, almost -
ong-fifth higher than they were the previous December. Exports of commodities were
.at an. all-time high of 750 million dollars a month, and the yearly surplus of. ex=
ports over imports was indicatod at 6% billions;
that was shipped abroad for lend-lease.
in the form of gigontic profits from
affected adversely, Steel

Capitalism is in an inexorable
TE appropriation. This cohtra-

~Thus while nrivete capital mekes a killing
exports, TOTAL production of the economy is
s for instance, is cshipping about twice as muck akroad
todey as it did in the best peace-time years - about 15% of total production as-
against 7% of 8%. But this is only temporary, ‘in the first place, (

- contingent upon
- Buropean recovery), and it

reminiscent of the days of

duction.: All the old lendmarks °

; BUT this is nowhere near the amount

is not equal to the amount shipped abroad thru lond-leasas .
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The picture adds up to thiss '
"1~ Tot=l production has declined from war time highs.,
2= All signs point to further reductions in production. - o ‘ ;
3- OVERPRODUCTION expresses itself in the highest inventories in history by far.+
4- Exports have draiuned off some of this excess production but it is nowhere near
enough and.it promises to decline. ' ’ o ' :

CRISIS AT HAND

There.can be no guestion that we'are already in a crisis. -Idle capital is being_
stored away by the hillions. Despite a rise in' capital investment (much.lower than

- anticipated incidentally) the country is saddled with a 262 billion doller debt and

with more currency outstanding than ever in history - 28 billions (much more. than
twice the "normal" emount). The benks, which own most of the government bonds, thus

~ have the wherewithalbto'print untold billions of dollars and to expand credit. Un=~

fortunately, however, there i§ norhere near the demand for such'capital as thgre is
an avezilable =zupply. - ‘ : : . :

The 2bility of the masses to buy back that which they produce is seribusly curtailed. .

‘wartime savings - always poorly distributed = are dwindling to nothing for the work-

ing class. A recent government survey shows that 10% of tho population has'GO% of_
.all savings, while.SO% have only 3%.’ Seventeen percent of the population‘this year
had to withdraw .12% of these total savings from the %tanks, for current exponsos.

‘Ten to fifteen billion dollars in assots are becing thus withdrawn. The study "show-

c¢d def initoely that most people were not plarning to use their savings for postwar
buying". How could they? The lowest 40% of thé population has only $40 apiece in
the bank. o o : '

Under Government price controls'thc bourgeoisic has drained off an énormous part .of

| - the savings of the working class and has now agein placed it completely on the. "hand
{ . -to-mouth" basis of "normal" times. The cut in REAL wages has been enormous.

Average hourly raises in manufacturing industries were 14,7¢ between Fehruary 15th
and June 30th (they have gone up little or nothing since then). Averages in other

~industries such as farming and retail were considerably lower. But gross weekly

earnings in manufacturing industries for each worker fell from an average of $47.12

-in April 1945 to $43.07 in July 1946 - about 8.5%. Because the worker permitted

reduction in hours and reclassification to. lower-paying jobs, his-dollar-take-home
pay fell by almoest one-tenth. In addition to that, however, his dollar was iricap-
able of buying as much as it previously did. In the same period consumers oods .
prices rcse by;ll%,»and since July it has risen by approximately another 10%, Thus
the average worker in the manufacturing industry ig able to buy only about twoe
thirds as much as he did in 1945. Heg has had a cut in REAL PAY of dvér,BO%l

Effective deband is obviously on.the docline. People arc obviously falling back to
installment buying, because they are increoasingly finding it difficult to purchase
for cash. In the last year alone installment loans have almost .doubled = from $1.9

] ~ billion to $3.2, and shrewd economists predict the total will rise to about $12 bil-
: ~liong in a year. - . T . o v

' . . - v

-  LOPSIDED ECONOMY

' The'Wholewcapitaliéf'economj in the U.Se is completely lopsided« Profits are the,

best in history. After taxes they will amount to‘about 11 billion dollars. - almost

"a billion mors than last yoar, the bést in history, and 3 billion more than 1929.: -
.Bven thosc companiscsz that went thru expensive strikes are meking a killing this:-

vear. Ggneral Motors, which lost $74 millidn'injthe first nine months of'thisvyeér,
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in operating its business, will nevertheless realize a profit of 14 millions for
this seme period because the government will allow it $88 million in tax credits
under the. carryback wartime tax provision. Other companies wvow an even better
trend. Dupont's earnings per share rose from $4.34 in the first 9 months of 1945
to $6.88 in the same period 1946. U.S. Steel went up from $2.85 to $4.43 in the"
same periods. The Texas Com<any, from $3.47 to.$4.48. : = :
But despite this glowing picture in the sphere of capitalist earnings, it is quite
clear .that the bourgeoiszie themselves know they have reached the end of the silver
lining." Stock market prices, which reflect anticipated esrnings in the coming
months, have. been going down, down and down.
down. Says the Magazine of #all S{reetr‘"It.is possible, of course, that the final
low WAS scen on October 9 - but the chances aro agairst it." The orgen of finance
_ capital clearly understands that these are the "first manifestations of coming econ-
omic reedjustment" and that-"some tiings are wrong and unsound". Some of these
"unsound things" are over-inflated prices, a Mdecline in the 'real' income" of the
population, arnd "maladjustments" all around. - '

For the hundredth time sinco tha-first,war; therefore, éapitalism.is.agnin proving
-that the Keynesian doctrine that capitalist economy can be controlled into averting
depressions is proven tc be an obvious fraud. The whole economic theory, to which
* both Franklin Roosevelt and Adelph Hitler turned in final despuration - government

control of prices, wages and Production .- has proven in America no less than in -
Italy and'Germany-incapable of averting economic catastrophe. '

During the war we were told that "this time it will be different". Prices were not

supposad to skyrocket - they werc going to be controlled so thet nothing like the
: inflation_of the first war would result., But prices of food alone went up by 56%

‘in less than a half year. For 31 foods, according to a Dun and Bradstreet figuresy
~prices went up from $4.30 to $6.49. '
- Real income was supposed to be protected, as were jobs and'security. But real wages
~have fallen, savings are being wiped out, and the unemployed army of 2% millions i3

about to rise.to “normalcy" .~ or about 8 to 10 million. Control over wages and-

prices. did in Awerica precisely what it did in Germanys - - ' '

1~ It képt workers.fromhgetting higher real wages when their bargaining position

wa s best,;i.e. in wartime .periods of 1abor shortage; and it kept prices constantly
- zooming ahead of wages. ' L . _ - '

~ 2=-ihen workers bargaining power fell a little, OPA and the whole capitalist go-

vernment placed the stiletto much more firmly in la

‘of price rises to go.up.much more rapidly relative to wages than even in.wartime,

- What the R.¥.L. constantly ststed about OPA thus wee

ment te create the illusion of stable prices, onlv so long as it was neceasary to -

create that illusion - in other words wher there:was a shortage of labor. It wes

. utilized to cut real wages. Onca freed from the.co ' '

: rpulsion of a bull market in’
“labor power, however, OPA did precisely what one would expect a  capitalist govern-
.ment to do; :it sppeered in its ope

n naked form as an instrument for destoying the
living_standards'of'the‘masses. o

borne ocut: it was an instru=-

1opmént of themLabor’ReIations
nts made minor concessions- to the
declined; they both took off their silk gloves and

The developmentfof-OPA paralléls very much the deve
Board. #hil: mass pressure was great both instrume
proletariats #when the pressure
showed their naked claws.

Capitalist "éoptrol"-of economy is thus merely an attempt.to SOCIALIZE LOSSES =~ in
. Othqr:Wordg tordisfrijto the'lqéses of a decadent ¢conomy- so that they fall more

"

-And they evidently will continue going |

From 1939 to 1946 food prices more than doubled. Y

bor's backs it permitted the rate ||
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greatly on the shohldefs of the oppressed. Such is the result of "control" whether
it attains the fullness of German control, or is only in its embryo steges, as in

+the UsSe It does not sttack the main problsm - the contradiction Wwithin the capi-

talist systeir. and its concomitant overproduction; it merely_ deals with the surface
results and attempts to merely ac* as an aspirin to the capitalist headache. The
"beautiful® words surrounding an OFA are just so. much eyewash -for the innocent and
naive. The basic essencoe of such control is always the same: utilize state power
to force the exnloited to bear the greateszt burden possible. ’ s

II - THE ELECTIONS

With this economic picture as a background we can now proceed to three related prob=-
lems, First of all, the meaning of tho recent elections. Becondly, the effect of
the economic picture on strikes and the class struggle, And thirdly its effect on .
the international scene. ' . . . : . .

‘ched.wi{h a l6ss in real éafnings, the working class was reminded of the wartime
. promises. of the Roosecveltian Democrats about peace :and security after the war., It
- fougnt to -defend itself.. But betrayed by its own leadcrship, which consistently

agreed to wage increases that lagged behind price increases, the working elass
found itself at election time still very much bechind the proverbial eight~bsll.

The Truman_administrﬁtioh, meanwhile, attempted to bslance itself precaridusly be~
tween the Now Deal masz base amongst the working-class and a declining production:

“curve. The daclining production curve made it impoesible (eVen,-incidentally, if

Roosevelt had been at the helm) to grant any recal concessions to the working classj

and the failure to grant such concessions croatcd great disaff@ctions;inzthe ranks -
of the vrolctariat, from the "liberal" administration. Faced with lessened pro-
duetion, Truman sought-to (and succoeded) in preserving the .profits of finance cap~

ital by granting price rises that outweighed wage increases by many times. The

steel industry for instance, granted a wage increase which cost them $90 billions
(their own cstimato of $180 billions is untrye) s .but they were granted price boosts
whick would net them $450 billions in higher gross revenue.- Giving a wage increase
was thus excellent business from the point of.view of U.S. Steel and otherse.

The policy of Truman, which Wﬁs; we rapeat, inevitable, alienated workers .from the

ruling party.  They fought back and.forced their reformist and feker loadership to

sanction strikes. Even.the, rock-ribbed reactionaries Johnston and Whitney were -
forced to call railroad gtrikes; and Truman, in turn, faced with a danger to the

. whole ecenomy, responded with the threat of government force to smash the strikes..
. This alienated labor still further. : . o : .

" Theiheffectiveness of the strike wave is indicated by the Steelman figures on the

logs in real wages, on the one hand, and. By the fact that only %% of the werking
claga participated in the 1946 strikes, whereas in the 1920 striks wave (lad.by many -
revolutiorists) fully 20% of the working class hit the picket line.' The deliberate-
ly drawn-out and uncoordinated strikes, engingered by Reuther, Murray, Lewis and
others to sap working class energies, created a dispirited condition within the

proletariat, heSitabe, doubt, and hostility.,

In the eiectinns the working class régisfpred theeé gmotionsiby»é proﬁest vote.
Tkey voted against something, rather than FOR tne Republicans. The impulse that

created the protest vote was an impulse that had class. struggle and even revolution--

ary implications, but the recipient of the benefit of that impulse was, strangely
enough, not the ragvolutionary movemant) nor even the reformists, but the reagtion~ -
ary wing of the two main cspitalist parties.. With no attractive force to the Left *
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The Stalinists and reformists in the CIO supported the Political Action Committee
‘and-the liberal (ﬂallace-Pepper-Ickes-Morgentheu) wing of the democrats.: This lib-
eral group in turn supported Truman as-the lesser evil., Instead of being a polar-
- izing force, therefore, the liberals and labor partyites were a refracting force.
- They told the masses to support a 'center" force which had long ago been discredtod.

0

\ The fact that the workw‘p class doesn't want a- reactlonary governmont does not de-
- tract from the. fact that, unloss g1gant1c,and victorious strikes undermine the
state machinery, that is precisely what they will get. The confusion of the prole-
tariat hus led to a victory of a oolltlcal force to the right of center (not fas-
cigt, but certainly more to the- right than Truman) That right wing force will now
attempt to consolidate its power 1nto a more repressivo state machlne aga1nct the
proletar1at. -

. The 4mnend1ng depress1on ‘thus ca=t= 1t= snadow far in advance.
A great lengtn= to which the polarlzatwon of clazs relations are reaching in America
: today. - Ther¢ iz no quostion but that the center of gravity will shift further to-
ward oach pole. The masses in genersl will fall more and more ‘undasr the sway of
reformisn. The present. growth of Stalinism and even of Trotskyism are not acci-
‘dental. .They are a product of the disillusionment of the messes, a dislillusion=-.
‘ment. oddly’ enough occasioned in o 'small measure by the +reachercus policies of the
vory forces which will gain from it. This is an ever-recurring phenomcnon in his-
tory. Social-democrats who betrayed the masses into the-first world war, wore tho
biggest gainers as a result of the defeats of that war. And Stalinism, which play-
“od the most. treacherous role in the present war, is mak1ng the greatest gains today
in the post-war 'world. Trotsky centrism, which morely tajlrends reformism and which
shamefully. capitulated ideologically to all sorts of reformist illusions (Ludlow -
g - " 'amendment, trade uaion control of the army, otc.) during the war, likewise is cap-
;§ T italizing on thoe present class relations. . To the right,. similarly, we can oxpect
' o ! strengthoning of the more extremist sections of reaction. j"ﬁrdlnary solutions
no longer hold any appeal to the massesj they have been too long oxposed as fraud-
ulent. ‘Redical solutions are quite evidently in ordecr. ‘

It indicates the

PN P

| o f- LII - fTHE STRIKE JAVE

ﬂhctnor the pendulum swings to the rlght or to the loft in-the coming period does
not, howo:er, dépend on tho actions of the new Congress, although those actions
f1l1 havé some effect on the result. . The turn will be called by the- 1mpend1ng
strike  wave,:of which th: miners' strike is merely the bcglnnlng. Feced with the
cut in real weges the working clase will fight back - this time quite frequently in
open opposltloo to its reformist leadership. Faced with a cut in productlon, de-
cllning stock market prices end anticipation of lower profits, the bourge01s1e will
" likewisge fight back more vigorouslv. The present anti-Red campaigns are a conven-
. lent smoke-screen behlnd which the haked resction is being prepared.. Yo have long
ego proolcted thet the postwar period would bring its repressive Palmer. raids,’ ar-
‘rests of m111tants, witchhunts, etcs. The present trial of Lewis for contempt of
court .o ‘matter what the outcome, is merely an opening gun. The outlaw1ng of the
Un1on shop in three states, the attempt to dissolve the United Mine Workers in

Virginia by invoking the =ecur1t1e= act, are only straws in the wind to, 1nd1cate
what iu coming. :

S omare

The miners' strzke, too, holds 1mportant ‘lessons for the worklng cla=s.
_eorutlny of the issues-involved shows: :
- 1%°The working class can make no ‘perrianent gains under cepwfallcm. The _miners'
flght is merely on.the defons1ve to rocaoture part of what has been loct._

Glose

to scoop up this boiling resentment of the masses, the masses voted with the Right. . -§
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
~ The mining industry is a decadent one.
"miners heg fallen steadily.
‘about 1/3 of what it was 20 years ago.
/three times ag.ruch as it was in 1932.
- fine. profit based on the fact that product1v1ty was much greater due to mechariza-
‘No matter Wﬂct he does to gein wage 1ncreoaee, theTefore, -the coal miner can not

" resolve his problems.

~ 1In the face of

J duc*non zoomg downzard from prospdr1ty poake to depression valleye.
'~ and misery paral

guarters cof the enn argy in the United States 2]
if the big inch and littlo inch pipzlines to neixral gas are cver opcned up by th@ v
government, thic percentape will doeressze still further. In addition mechanizatidn:
hasg" cut down the number of miners :tull more. Coal cut by mackine in 1923 amounted
to 687 of the totnlj today it is 90p. Coal loaded by machine amounted to only 1%
1n 19235 today it is mere than half. C-al mechanically cleaned in 1923 amounted to
4p todey it-is more than 25%. Manual labor required to mine a ton of coal doe-
creased by 2/3 from 1890 to 1939, and by another 22% since 1939. -The number of

In IllanI“ alone the number of miners today js only
From 1939 to 1944 the decrease was phenom-
enal. 354,000 mined 574 more coal in- 1944 than a larger number of miners (371 000)
did only. f1ve years before. The man hours needed to produce a ton of coal fell in
6 ghort years by 22%. And even though the ‘dollar costs per ton rose by about l/5,
the 'zelling price.of coal at the mine was exactly DOUBLE what it was in 1939 and
The coal operator, thus, realized e very

tion and prices rose far more repidly then vmges. ‘Hourly wages of the miner wasv
‘85¢ in 1939 and only $1. 18 in l°46, about a 407 boost. Prices doubled, however.

‘The nresent strike wave is the result of a cut in hours of
the miners, which reduced take-home pay and forccd Lewis to got at the head ‘of the
rising coal minsrs' resentment. (Lewis, too, is aiming at corraling working class
revelt aga1n=t its present uneconomic circumstances, into his owr safe class col-"
laboratlonlsL channels.) Lewis is demanding what amounts to a 53¢ an hour raise.
srice hoosts and increased productivity this demand is not only
edinently fair, but is an undérstatement of the purely oconomic needs of the miners.
Unquestionebly Lewis will settle feor much less. Unquestionably too the. government,
while attempting to weaken Lewis' position will net try to smash him entirely, for
fear that the. ranik and file will take th1nc= into their own hends and demand and
fight for aneldcrably more . '

N"ED PERMANENT SOLUTION.

But the outstandlng th:ng about ‘the wholo matctr, not really dealt with by anyono,
is that even -if the minere win this purely cconemic battle, it is no lagting vic-
tory. ' Ghost miging towns will mushroom in the ‘coming poricd, as the level of pro=-

Starvation o
leling the 1930's face the American ccal miner. He is heing. toseed' ~
arourd like a featner in-the wind, pushed about by =2yclenes of mechenization, de- A
~cedence of hie industry, and the gonoral capitalist c¢risis. His plight illustrates g
more graphicelly perhaps than that of any other scetion of.the working clasz,. how
-impossible it is to résolve any probluoms under capitalism, ‘ard-in fact how much
mere d1fflcult it is becom:ng to even. amellorate them sllvhtly

The 1mbond“ng strike Wevc mus t not bo diss 1oated into vain, 1ndiv1dualle¢1c efforts,
as was the lagt =tr1ke Wave.. The work1np clazs must not permit itself to be: locked
out of 3x=[plant -a$.is now the case during the minirs' strike. Spread. the strike -
and achicve one un1ted effort of ALL labor,. for.a national elosed shop in 1ndustry
and a rise in real wages - thet must be the strategical program-of the progressivess
The a1tuatlon calls for unification 2f the efforts of thu werking class through”
naticnal and local progressive groups (Trade Unlon Educatlonal Leaguos), cuttlng

s
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by ‘'utilizing former mcthedss - The crisis of capitalism dictatss that effectivo mi-
litary defonse is neceded by the worling closs against the rcpressions of the bour-

on the order of the day.

" the proletsriat does not put.before it a fortright program advancing toward open

" class werfare and eventual Revolution, it can only serve to continue to sow the

. present parli-mentarist confuszion and- doubt in the ranks of ‘the working masses.
A radical turn to the left, without any hemming and hawing, is noceded. A fort- .

- in stabilizing cepitalism. #ithout bread most of the reactionary regimos in the
.- world todey would heve fellen long ago. -

- sme shed completely if the Americen-domineted UNRRA Had,not added 860'cﬁlqries«per

‘millions id vital meehi
- governments from China go Britain.

~ had to live on rationg
‘newborn babiez in Poland were dying.

‘,_Jifhou{ American help. one
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across AFL, CI0 and indepondoent liues to forge roal class struggle unitye.

But even theso militant instruments of*the working class wlill not gain their goal

geoisic. #orkers' Defense 'Squads (against such hoecligans as the West Allis doput-
ized sheriffs in Milwaukee, for instance) aro an absnlute must for victory. Wor-
kors Councils of deleeates from oach factory to coordinate activity dgainst tho
centralized state apparatus and tho NAM, Chambers of Commerce, etc. are likewise

- . Ay ’

, . - . . . A

If the working class follows such a program ~ and frankly its complete execution
is impossible except under the leadership of the Revolutionary Marxian Party -
then thc tide of reaction can be roversed and class relatinns will shift rapidly
to the loft. Continuecd adherenco to the.policies.ogdreformism (which will now take
on new forms of Laber Partyism to scak up the prdlétarian‘militancy) can lerd only
to » consnlidation of rezction. Results of eloctions the world over indicate that

-refcrmism, although it is making geins, is meking them much more slowly then open

reaction. The right wing parties in France gained much more then did the Stalin-
ists, even though the latter made imvortant geins. tco. The fascist  Crmmon Man
Party in Italy meds. spcctacular gains in tkat country's recent votc. " The American
clection, showed a complete victory of the right wing forces because no liber=1l or
réformist force opposed itj but even if there hnd been such = force it iz most
likely that the remction would have mnde the greater grin. If the lesdership of

right presentation of.a class struggle and revolutionary program is the only powsr
that cen stave off a fur‘her consolidation of rezaction. _ :

IV - INTERNATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS

ThevUnited Sfates economy is not only an integfal-part of wdrld-eccﬁomy, but it'ié
.the backbone of ths interngtional cepitalist order. - American ‘sconomic strength

has staved off Revolution tha world over. UNRRA relief has been a major factor

~ Greok reaction,.for instence, is quito

shaky at the momert and is faced with civil war, but it would already have been’

person per day to the 650 thet the Greek government was 2ble to supply thru. its
own offorts. Lonns by - e Export-Import Bank, and the shipment of hunéreds of
ery, helped keep in' power weak and worthless capitalist

*Nineteen'countrie&-léy’LrostrateAat the end of the war. Tens'of'millions."wefe

gaunt with hunger and*disease"« 45 million people had been killed, .six million
i‘n‘Poland alone. 77 mfllion people had been displaced from their homes; 15 mil-
lion homes had been ddstroyed. .The capitalist carnage was indescribable. -Starv-
ation faced 800 millign people, and without help at least 300 million would. have-
g of only 90C caloriez a day. More than one-quarter of the

_ ‘ In other parts of Europe it was even worse.
20 million children in Europe had one major disedse.or anothers

. ‘ _country after another would have succumbed to Revolu< .
tion. ~Uncle Sam’'s contribution of some three and a-third billion dollars for. re=
lief helped achieve temporary stadilization. 16% million tons of food were sent
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‘of cecal, medical supplies, etc. o
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abroad in 1946, ‘in addition to_R79,000 tons of clothing, 2 million tons a month

America saved the world for.... its own rapaéity. It saved the world from Revo-

lutionee.. temporarily. During end after the war it expended about 70 Billion

.dollars (twiqe the total national income in 1332) for aid to prop up the world

economy .

The impending depression, however, opens. a new chapter in international events
es well as national.. A weakened Uncle Sam will be in no position, cr in a rela-

“tively weak .position, to give aid to the even more sick national capitalist struce .
~ tures abroad. Instead of Tifting up the moribund nations in Europe and ‘Asia,-a-’
‘wealkened American cnpitalism will suck tlhem undar with itself.

Wa Hevolutionary Marxists de¢ not welcome depressions any more than we welcome warsj

but we recognize that they are inevitable unier capitalism and although we take |
no comfort in the fact that millions starve or are homeless we know that we must .-

~utilize these poriods to accelerate the class struggle, to further weaken the 4
~.system, to help overthrow it, so that new depressions and still more wars bécome

impossible.

Most of the fcvolutionists throughoﬁt the world do not yet realize the opportuni- -
tics that face them. The weakening of American Imperialism will usher in a period -
of revolutions such ss we havo never soen. Small and insignificant groups.can

grow into goliaths WITH THE AID OF A MARXIAN PROGRAM AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE

. ART OF RSVOLUTION: - ,

The strength of Marxism must not be measurcd in'terms of present nuhbors, a1though’ :
numbers are very important; but rather in its gocial potential to attract the mas- -

sos tc the rnly program that cen resclvo its difficulties, the program of Revo- v
lution. . From that point. of view, the strength of the Revolutionary Workers League
and the International Contact Commission, both.hurt during the war pomod, is far
out of proportinns tc our pre¢sent numorical strength. A victory for the Inter-

- national Party cf Harrzism, is not in itself the goal of progress, but a victnry

is impossible excopt insofar as the Party gives guidance tc the opprogsed, and -
only thru such a victory can humanity merch forward. - : : '
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