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. IMPERIALISTS Use IRAN ]
| To Weaken Tre SovieT UNION

The Stalinist Red Army has been.reported moving "repidly" through Iran, like a
knife through butter, for over. a week, in a newspaper croated "crisis" which has
attempted to arouse indignatioh ovér Iran and use the situation in the oil-rich
‘country as a wedge for organizing the forces of counter~revolution against the
Soviet Union and revolution in other countries. War rumors have been widely
spreads What is really hgppeningtl ‘

S A R

Pfince»Firouz, propaganda director and polificai under-secretary of state, has
atready declared: "There_is no danger to Teheran. Tho Russians have been in the

country 44 years without attacking us. There is absolutely no threat of stteck
 here now." . o . N ; \

Sole factuel basis for newsvaccounts of Soviet war moves is the increasec of the
garrison at Karaj, Iren from 700 to more than 2,00Q troopss. War Minister Amir.
" hhmedi denied he had told & news conforence that the Iranian army would fight
Mo the last man" if Soviet troops moved on Teherenm, =nd declares his remarks
were "complotely misinterpreted” by a war department interpreters

‘The remarks were misinterpreted. for & very good reaéon, ns We shall attémpt'to
provee But first let us show the general picture of the Soviet side of this
struggles ' : o L ‘ : '

" STRUGGLE FOR OIL

The real.struggle over Iran is a struggle for control of the oil-rich countrye

-’ The Stalimist burocracy claims that on four different occasions -.1921, 1923,
1937, and 1939 = Iren (Persie) made o0il concessions to British and American ‘
imperialist interests in violation of a Soviet=Iran treaty written at the conclu=
sion of World War I. But this im no way gets around tho fact that Stalin agreed
in December, 1943, to withdraw Soviet troops from Iran if British and American - .

forces were withdrawme —_—

Fh

O B e o S e st

The crisis has rovesled that the real rulers of Iranian oilare the British who.
have a monopoly in most of the countrys Bevin, British Foreign Secretary, has.
shown already that Britein is willing to make some concessions to the Stalinists
by giving them access to a- share of oil productions This is supposed to be in
line with giving the Stalinist's an "out" in their desperate attempt to get some
kind of northern Iran oil concession so that the Stalinist Burocracy's stooges
cen .comg before the UNO Security Council which meets March 25, with e ‘minor oil’
deal in north Iran. Recognizing the Soviet pressure, the British have teken : -
e "soft" attitude in hopes that Stalin's forces will not move to take over all
- the o0il in ‘the area. ' ‘ ' e S

TR

KRS, AZERBALJ/N, DARDANELLES

Struggle over iwo.areas now held by Turkey hes broken .out. = Kars and Azerbaijan
formerly under Czarist rule for a long numbor of yeers, had been granted to

o
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Tucker under tho unrm.n impe 1allst-vmnosed pence of Brest-thovsk in 1918.. The

Stelinist b'rccracv 1s deman01ng roturn of the two prov1nces, "end has massod troops
on their bo*dersu

Demands have been msde on Turkey for concessions to the Soviets in the Dardanelles
4?sole ent éring-point by weter to the Black'Seas Under the' Montreux Conventlon, _
‘Turkey, which now- controls ‘both sides of tho Stra1ts of Bosphorus, ‘had been able
to prevent shipment of war ‘meterials ‘through the Dardanelles to the Soviet
Unionj' shipmers had to be,routed through the Persian Gulf and overland across
Iran to Batum. Now the Sta_lnlst buroqracy, rocognizing the denger of possible
. avenues .of entry “to §oV1et oerrltory “Erom’ +he Middle East, are demanding control’
ooof some shlpplng throhgh the strateglc,tnarrow stralts, and land conce331ons-'

L T et

'Demands placed before UNO for a controlling int erest by the .Soviet Unlon in the
former Iinlian ~held colony of Tripeclitania in Bast Africa on the Suez-to-India
route. extord more omphatrsally %hse policy of- Stallnlst penetration into the Middle
: East to counuer the Brlhlsh 1mper1a11sts and strengthen themselves-»

Thus wherever the Sov1ets and OppOSlng 1mper1alist forces meet a struggle for .
power in the area goes on, now quiet now open and: warllke.

": AIM OF C‘TALII\IIQT BUROCRACY

On the 31de of the Stalﬂnlsts, it apposrs thtt they have two obJectlves- one,
to get oil in order to s*trengihen ths haund of the Stalinist. burocracy, give it
valuable raw natorlals (whlcr is paxrt of the explanatlon for str1pp1ng of
ized- areas), and wog tc force a changs in Iran government in order to get
official Iranien auuhor:ty for retaeining Red Army forces in Iran.beyond the -

. withdrawal cate of ‘Heich 2s  Iravian lew at‘present proh1b1ts 01l'talks unt11
for01gn troops’ 1eawe. S

i . . Cae d H pa

-~

~Thus the key to the "orisis" is that the Red Army is st111 in the courtry. 0n
their sids, ‘the Stalinists have declared that-the Kurds living in Iraq, Turkey

. ard .Iran had been cruelly suppressed in their endeavor to "gain respect for thair
" getaonal rights.Y.  This pese as the friend of "small nations® will fouol vary

" fow worverse -The claim that ‘en uprlslng of Xurds .is imminent appears to have some
foundatlon in fact.‘ ,

The propaganda barrage agalnst tho Sov1et Union is. very sharp, very woll handled-
.To counter it, the Stalinists have begun withdrawing' troops from the Denish
island of Bornholm gt the enbrance ot the Baltic Sga. | Heports are in +the press.

of Soviet w1bhdraWals from Eastern EurOpe for the flrst t:me since N-E Day on
- May 8, 494::. : . ,

STAIINISTq OUTMFN“UY“RED

C g

Regardless of what actlons the- Stailnﬂsts thave' quen T v:thdraw from Bornholm
avd Pastern Germany, they have done % “best bo wotain capitaiism in Iran,

- Manchvriay Rurnrie, Hungnvv. and nenr‘v i1 cther ‘aireng uader Rat Aruy orrupa-_
“bione In lran; the Stalinists helpsd huild the Tudeh i meeses™) Party ia-order-
tu get a “iavoravle® capitalist goveramert in Icans Tn osanar and OCCUpled areas

they have. a»tempted to set up. frleqdly capitallst goveznmenbs-

At Mo t1me have the Stallnlsts appealed to the masses of Iran, anchurla, Eastern

’

INTERNATIQRALNEWS T - Page 3

Europe to rise up against’ capltahsm, conammte the proletarian revoMlon and
sma sh imperlallsm in Europe and Asiae '

Falllng thls, Stelinism has been outmaneuvered by the 1mperia1ists and made to
appear as ‘an "agiressor" against’ small nationss The Stalinist weak diplomatic
position arises " out of the1r week polltical p031t10n -of playing ball w1th favorc
able capitelist groups in small countries on Sovlet borders.‘ -

Thus the Stalinists by thelr stupid b1under1ng have shoved the masses of. the -
small countries farther away from giving aid to the Soviet Union, have helped
restrain thase masses and prevented than from moving towards revolutlon- =

K As a result the 1mper1a113ts of America .and Br1ta1n have been able to do'a con=’

giderable amount of propaganda damage to the Soviet Union, and to move forwerd -
another notch their plans for building an iron ring around the Sov1et Union and

~ for cr'ushmg revolution in other ps.rts of the world.

IS STALIN OUT OF PO%E&;

" The c1a1m has been advanced by General Anders, 1eader of the Polish Expeditlonary .

Forces in Italy, that ‘these actions and the statemsnts of Stalin, indicate that
Stalin is no lomger the roeal- power in-the Soviet hisrarchy, but thet he has been
superceded by. the powerful. mlllthry section of the burocracys He explains that .
usuel 1y when Stalin gave his "word" thet he would. cleer out of an area or do some
other political action, he ‘carried out the agreement. Anderg believes that the
fact the Soviet troops wére not withdrawn from Iren by thé agreed dete of March 2

indicates the military caste, enermously" expanded and strengthened by the war, has
assumed domlnance over Stalin's groups :

.On his part, Bev1n, Labor Party Forslgn Minlster of Great Brltaln, in hig public -

statemont on Stalin's reply to Churchill, has indicated that breach of the March
2 sgreement would not have béen consummated by Stalin, and that this constitutes
v1dence of a far-reachlng change in governing c1rcles 1n the Soviet Unlono .

Other roports ex1st on thé d1fferences betweon sectlons of the Stallnlst burocracy'
‘particularly the powerful milltary.’ But not one of: them presents any real proof
- of a switch in the top -leadership that in-any way is operative cleerly enough to -

explein the seemingly baffllng rioves of Soviet policy in Irans Differences
unquestionably existe They mey be cons1derable, but they do not appear to be
determ1n1ng factors in alterlng Stalin's control of the burocracy.

IMPERIALIST ALLIANCE

' 4

Churchill's two speeches -.at Fulton, Mo., and at New York City - demanding con-

. tinuation. of the: Anglo-Amerlcan m111tary alliance hes been den1ed only 1n part
_by Secretary of State Byrnes.

Byrnes saye, "Wg ‘dd not propose to _seek securltx in an alllance with the Soviet

Union against Great Britain or in em allisnce with Great Britain against -the S gt'
nUnlon." But in the next breath he defends 'his stand:for universal: milltary.; :

gg ng of a large armys His conclusion’that he puts his trust’in UNO for - jf
keeping the peace is the'real clue to American policy towards world revolution .

and towards the Soviet Union.
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Preaﬁ»ﬁ military situation of the UiBa ie not too goods The Army, Air and
Navak forges-are steadily shrinking whi{le Rugsian fordes continue largn. But.
the Ys S imperialists, by Stalinist blundering, have been able to get up con-
siderable sentiment for continuing the draft beyond May 15. They point to the
"Iran Crisis" and demend more troops be reedys Byrnes sends a note to Stalin
protesting Soviet non-withdrawel of troops-from Iran by March 2. Another’ noté.
g8ks the Staliniete 40 explain removel of machinery from Manchuria and seeking
joint control with China.of Manchurien industriese The U. S. makes clear that
it is intereeted in Manchuria and in keeping all agreements with China on an .
“open door" basise. Byrres.declares it is American basic policy ‘to intervene in -
eny situation which it deeme affects American intereets. It thus declares in
effect that there is no longer en "isolated" war, that American imperialism is
interested in all theee situations and will strive to control revolutions in anmy .
areas, or to use Iran, China, and other countriee as. baeee againet the viet -

"Union.

L.

‘ The American imperialiete are not exactly etupid. They do not meke all thelir

moves- openly and bluntly. For exampl.e, they have said the Soviets can have a

- "billion doller loan if they cooparate with the Intornational Monetary Fund, if
they enter the World B Bank, if they participate -in the World Food organization

‘and other international agenciese 'If Stelin will subordinate Soviot Union policy

‘voluntarily t.o American imperialist control in international organizations

~dominated by her huge block of votee - ie one’ if the Staliniete w111 probably
rejoct.v , ) o

‘The. U.S- tie-up with Britain is a military alliance which ha.s not stopped now

that the war is overe Byrnes Simply cannot declare thie alliance .as openly as.
4Churchill ‘did in his firet speech.

‘Us Se° IMPERIALISM MOVES

BeSidee Byrnes wents to use the full Weight of a more legal-appearing device to
stop tho Stalinist burocracy - the UNO. Byrnes. wants the Stalinists to agree to
accdpt the UNO decieions, butthe Staliniete ‘insist on retaining the veto. powers

On this score, the Stalinists have been outmaneuvered repeatedly and Americen and.

British imperislism has had an opportunity to.pose as friends of “democracy." If
the Soviet Union should withdraw from UNO,'which is a possibility, than-the
alliance of Britmin and the U.S. would be more open, would be solidifieds Steps
to set up the International police force.to.curb. revolutions will go on with or

without Soviet participation. The UeSe is determined to have the mnesns legally
- for crushing eny and all revclutionse L - :

rAlready steps are being taken to get bases encircling the Soviet Union, nd to

- fortify theme Goneral Marshell is in China to organize a new and united Chinese
Armye He has-declared to reporters thit America has a "vital" (in its "accurate"
seNs0, '8aYS - Marehall) intereet in a stable Chineee government that Us Se troops

will remmin in North China for anocther. 18 nonthss:

of ‘a- Navy from the UeSe The UeSe has an air base'with military rights for three

yeers-in Spudi Arabia within. bombing distance of Sov1et 0il wells at Bakue The . -
;Uo B hae -shown' 5o intention of clparing out of meny: areass. Inthe North Atlantic‘
,the UeSs is etriving to. obtain a permenent besé in Ineland- It-conducts maneuvere.

in the Arctic; of f Greenland. It is testing winter warfare methods in Northern
Canadaq It sendg. the battleship Missouri, symbol of Japenese capitulation, to -
Turkey to take back the body of the late Turkish Ambaseadoro The: American

-

'socialiem

China is getting the beginnings

mmamnom.mws@', e _.,Pe-ze5

ambseardor in Iran etates the U- Se will bank Iran and. Turkey agalnet Boviet - -

v'hg?:ession? It permits an immense propaganda barrage against Stalinist presence

in irah.. But this is not enoughs... War psychOSie in-tle U.Se is gones It is
almost impcssible to raise it without sorme kind of a Pearl Harbor, and the Stal~-
iniste are too smart to give American imperialism such an excuse for interventiono
But open ekirmishing for the nore Violent colliSione 18 groWing.

f Iran -is not the only sore epot- Nor iw- the Stalinist burqcracy the only one in -
- areas Where it has no business beings Britainand the UsB. are in the Middle Eaet,

Greece, China, and other countries toos They plunder areas alsos ‘They place
whole populations on etarvation rationse  Theéy are organiZing, as Churchill's
propoeale mako it clear, for counter-revolution anywhere in the world.

MZERIALISTS USE SMALL COUNTRIES

Everywhere the imperialiete attempt to uae enall countriee as poeeible baees for
operations against revolution and against the Soviet Union. They are creating
the Internationnl-Police Force to be ready for intervention in any area where |

_ revolution threatenss They are determined not to permit an "isolated" war or

"isolated" revolution to occurs As in Java, ‘or Greecd, the major imperialiste
w1ll cooporate in drowning the revolutions in bloode-

In the present skirmiehing for poeition in. Iran and Manchuria, what policy ehould

. workers in the Soviet Union=md workers in countriee bordoring the Soviet Union

‘havo?

l - In'the Soviet Unions The policy ehould be “to ®pose . Staliniet aid to
capitaliet parties in Iran, Manchuria and ‘elsewherse ° In the Red Army, workers

""should have a policy of opposing the officer caste, of arreeting officers, of
~ crowting Soviets and on-the spot in Iran and Menchuria,.of helping the Iranian

and Nanchurian workers with their revolution against-Iranian ‘and Manchurien
capitaligms The general policy is for smashing the Stalinist burocracy, recon=
stituting the Revolutionary Party, Soviets, Trade. Unions, Armed Workers Militias,
ir the political revolution to reorientate the Soviet Union forwarde toward

2 = 1In Iran ‘or Manchuria- We are for. the proletarian revolution to emaeh capi-

~ halist state and property relations, to set up Soviets, seize the land, and appeal

to workers of the world for aSSietance against imperialist intervention, ‘and %o,
the rank and file of the Red ArMy to help the workers revolution.. Whera thu Red

Army moves agaminst workers organs of power, we. are for resisting the Ked Army, Ii_
including military reeietanceo

,\s i

\\./' S’




E_\(”rlﬁj DU r"‘:) J("YO It E J”J C)f <‘{

. workers. and bourgeoisie at the expense of the workin
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With the .success of tho Labor Party in the elections in Britain in. the summer of

_ 1945, the various reformist and: centrist groups within the renks of the working

clase, found a.'new! way. - ofyposing their support of popular -front governmentsy of

 peope’s. frontism, and in last pnalysis of retaining capitalist governments. - This
‘now Wway was opened up to these groups {Socialists, 8talinists, TrotskVists) in

part also begause. of the: virtual annihilation of -the older and more openly. re=
actionary capitalist parties in the various countries: formerly domingted by

_German imperialism in its heyday of conquest under Hitler-

~ Where in 8pain and France before the second world war, the reformists and centrists

were for "combined" governments of capitalist parties and "workers" parties today,

-they are for. governments comprised only of "workers" parties- The capitalist. .
parties are to be reduced to a minority,: or éven to be excludede Thus in verious .
1countries,'capitalist property relations, the caepitalist state, the capitalist
-arny, capitalist domestic and foreign policy-are all retained = without the

openly capitelist parties ruling the countrys In their place, on the foundations

of a continuation of, cnpitalist econorniy, state .and policy, the so-called "workers"
parties propose 1o rule for capitalism.-

-This chanﬂe in the 01ld formula of supporting a capitalist government is highly

importent because the reformists and centrists are enabled to hide their treachery .
behind.the claims that "workers" parties rules that there is no sgreement with
capitalist parties. But capitalism remains intact.

Long ago, Marx and Engels, and later Lenin, declared that it is the task of- the

‘proletariat not merely to tako hold of the capitalist state apparatiis, but to

smash the capitalist state td'pieces, to destroy capitalist property relations,

gnd to establish a workers state - nothing else than the dictatorship of the
proletariat over the minority class of exploiters - based on armed workers powers . -
Any other kind of state represents a surrender of the historical interests of the
Working class to the existing capitalist state-

Historically there. have been Several capitalist governments which "workers“
parties directed for the bourgeoisie. ‘The “very worst historic example is the

- Scheidemann=~Noske SocialwDemocratic government Ain Germany in l918 which beheaded
~the German revolution and murdered its leaders.

BELGIUM

In Belgium, the clearest example of this new Way of posing of their treacherous.

_support of capitalist governments, has been mede by the centristse - The Belgian
. Trotskyists adopted a Manifesto at théir 5th Congress in which they "crltICIZG"'\

the Stalinists: and Socialists for “trying to reconcile the interests of the

class" and for being:
partisang of the bourgeois states Then they call on these parties which they

have just denounced as %oo0ls’ of capitalism tqQ form a Socialist-stalinist ‘govern=-

- ment} How. sich a governmont would in enj wey alter the Socialists' and Stalinists'
_role as bourgeois‘tools, the Belgian Trotskynsts blithely fail to show.

CENTRIST!
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Instead they declare$ "The_exam le of France, of England e+ has clearl _ghown__
that an absolute majority of the: ption wants a overnment com osed golel

INTERNA \TTONAL NEW?

Qf representgtives of the working clgss partieSo

Quite clearly ‘the Belgian Trotskyists haVe forgotten the proletarian revolution ‘
which is historically the only way to ‘destroy the capitalist state and seize state
powere . They have placed their faith in bourgeois elections, elections which -
Trotsky when he was a Marxist has proved again and sgaini(see "Terrorism and
Communism®) in no way cen affect basic capitalist control of the state and economys
These treacherous centrists regard it as their task not to smash bourgéois rule

by proletarian revolution (out the window goes their former advocacy of the . ‘
“pormanent revolution" sgainst all forms of bourgeois.state, including a capitalist
state headed by "workers" parties) but to make capitalist 'democracy! operate a
_litt1e mor e effectively in strangling the workers revolution in Belgium.

.They carry their betrayal of Marxism and of the. workers to the lowest stage

possible when in criticizing the Belgian.monarchy, they pander to the most back-
ward bourgeois illusions by raising the slogen.= "For the republice" .That
republic can be only a capitalist statee In the~epoch of wars and rewvolutions,
where world imperialism has brought capitalism to its final. stage, there can be
only two basic forms of state powert the dictstorsghip of capital, or the dictators

ghip of the proletariate The. Belgian Trdnkyists have dec}ared their allegiance to

" the dictatorship of capital.fv

Their crowning betrayal, an indication of complete muddleeheadedness, is their

assertion that the Stalinists and Socialigts are “workers® partiese This is
really too muche ° The mass base of those parties may bé in the working class, but
the clasp base, the program, is what decides the_dass character of these parties-
It is necessary to state that these parties are not workers parties at alls they -
are the parties: of the petty bourgeoisie, operating in the renks of the workers

to behead the wyrkers revolution, to tie: the workers to Meft® forms of the
dictatorship of capital, to channelize the revolutionary pressure of the workers
for bread and the seizure of state power into harmless bourgeois channels of »
parliamentarygm = voting for traitorous reformist and centrist groupse Not that -

. we oppose. participation in parliament, but-we.are for telling the workers: the
_ truth, “the votg is an auxiliary to mass action._ :

4
¢« ¥

FRANGE
The imperialist war and German imperialist occupation of the country for almost
five years resulted in severe. dislocations. and Vlruual .collapse. of French ‘industry
which had been concentrated mainly in the north .of Francae For over a’ year. and-a
half after'"liberation“ the French. capitalists have. been unably to raise matere,

ially the stendard of living of the mass; nor to stabilize French capitalist
economys - ' o - :

1y v

In their desperation in the face of huge demonstrations of industrial workers,

oeportoes, wiempioyed, returned prisoners and utnenle.to utilizo any of the

bl“shoa(cspitadisu pavtios, part of whom weio-deg ,royndu aad all of which
were heintsd witk ons Cagree or another of comniving ezd coillaveretion with the
Germen fdﬂClS;bq tho ¥rsach ruling. circloes called-on-the rafo mist ana centrist
parties in- uhe working class to form a.gOVernmentau

'. ".p,.. 1". N
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The French SOCIallst.and "Communist®” parties were asked to form a coelition
government with the MRP (Catholic Radicals), after the government of national

(capitalist) unity headed by De Gaulle had fallen: aparts - The coalition government »

_has for its program? Carrying ut of bourgeois deflation policies, wage fiXing
on starvati 1 i

1o Pay. huge taxes. o

An example of ‘how this Vicious, anti-working class coglition operates was shown
-when Louis Saillant, a close collaborator of the MCommunist" Party in the CaGeTs
(General Confederation of Trade Unions, similar to the A F of L), served as an
~arbiter in a recent strike of Parisian printers.. Saillant ruled ageinst the
: workers demands on the ground that granting, the workers' wage demands would

"conflict with the government's deflation’ programo" Such is the living reality
.of Socialistc"Communist" "government." o

SCHACTMAN SUPPORTS CAPITALISK

, That agile mental gymnast, one Max Schachtman, performed the difficult tripple
- flip~flop on a French Socialist-Stalinist government-

Writing in "Labor Action" on November 5,.1945, Schachtman said the only solution
to the erisis in which the French workers. found. themselves was to overthrow .
capitalism and that "This cennot be achioved by a Blum~Thorez governments, that
is a Socialist-~Communist regimes Such a regime could only mean the rule of
France by Stalinism, which would control the means of ‘propaganda,- justice, and
police to begin a reign of terror against all revolutionary elements in the
country. - -

"

_ And even if the Socialist (not the Stalinists) ruled, would such a regime be’
differenmt in any essential class respect? The basis for Schacﬁtman 8 ensuing flip-

.flop was made even in this seemingly . "corrsct" and very very "revolutionary"
.declarationa : , :

By January 28 1946 in an editorial in "Labor Action" Schachtman had discoveredl
"No other central political slogen is possible for the revolutionary Marxist and

none corresponds better to the needs.of the situation than: a government of the
Socialist Party-StalinistParty-C.G.T.

This is where support ‘of the Socialist Party in the French Turn of 1935 has led
the Trotskyists internationallys into the morass of open support of capitalist
governmentss = Their attitude towards the Labor Party in the U«S. is the American

o mani festation of their sell~out policy of capitulation to the capitalist stete by
~ backing its principal reformist agents in the ranks of the working class.

Carrying out this theory of support of "workers" parties, Schachtman,.in the name -

of "independent™ lgbor action, has backed

"Comnunist" Party candidates in the
American Labor Party in New Yorka . '

CANNON SUPPORTS STALINISTS

Not to be outdone, Cannon's section of the Americ
called on the workers to support
"Save the Roosevelt Program"

an Trotskyist centrist forces,
Johannes Steel, a Stelinist etooge, running on
platform on the A.L-P- ticket in New York states

INTERNATIONAL NEWS ?

Page
Johannes Steel Was endorsed by former New York Mayor LaGuardia and Vics-President
Henry A. Wallace, one of the leéaders of the Democratic (capitalist) Party. -
Cannon finds himself in bed with strange capitelist bedfellcws. Does this bother L
this treacherous opponent of proletarian revolution’ Here 18 what he sayes ‘;“ﬂf"
"Despite the lack of a real labor candidate and program, " the independent A L P.
campaign in this by-election represents -a break . with the boss parties and. isw there-
fore a. step in the direction of genuine independent labor politics-. . _ \i'

~The AJL+P. has consistently supported the Democratic Palty, the imperiglist war,

and Roosevelt's re-elections. In no sense have they broken with the boss parties. -
The union burocrats who dominate the. A.L.P. are open tools of American Imperialism

“to restrain the .workers and throttle their revolutionary.actionse In this criminal

endeavor, Cannon and his entire narty -are tpil-ending the ‘bourgeois - stooges in the
Union hierarchy -and open capitalist politicians such as La Guardia and Wallace-

The Camonites have also supported the Stalinist.candidacy of Ben DaVis, Eugene .
Connelly and others, both in New York and in Seattles Their record of -"criticism
of Stalinism and support of its candidates stands as a monument of -deceit ‘and.

doubledealing that can only confuse and. mislead workers honestly striVing to build '
an independent working class party.

CZVCHO-SLOV&KIA L
Czecho SIOVakia is ruled by ‘a Coalition ofthe four maJor parties-

"Communist" Party.

Socialist-plus-Social Democratic bloc ‘on -the Left
Catholics as a disguised Right

National Socialist Party (of which Benes is a leading member), balanced in the .
middle. ,

In. Slovakia itself where nationalism is more rampant there is a further BublelBlOn.
of partiee. .

# The country is another example of how the open capitalist parties are disappearing. .

from the scene, how the remaining capitalist parties disguise their identity under_
various "left" sounding names and strive to appear as leaders. of the workers.

It is this seeming dicarpoatanve of the- more obvious capitalist parties that gives
the Socialists, Stalinizts and the Trotskyists; the opportunity to declare that
workers" parties can rule uhe countries of Europs. i

- And all this is to occur Without one single step towards the revolutionary trans-

formation of cepitalist society into its. opposite, without the nationalization of
lndustry and of the land, Without the destruction of private ownership and appro-

-Priation, without smashing the bourgeois armies and state and constructing armed

workers militias. So low have the reformist and centrists fallen in 'their descent
towards theé abyss of open aid to crushing the workers attempts to move toward the

seizure of power! a

ITALY

In Italy, the StallnlBtB are part of a 6-party coalitien with right wing uatholics
urder a Right Catholic prime minister. The CeP. has the ministry of Justice-under o
the notorious Stalinist Togliatti (formerly known. as Ercoli\-
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Thélworkérs C.P. (Trotekyists) castigetes the‘Staliniéts as being equally respon-
sible with ths other parties for the increasing cost of living and worsened stan-
dard -of living of the workerse. Then it appeels to the C.P. and S.P. to “break

from the capitalists and form a government which can win the Italian workers to a
Socialigt Italy." o ) R

This Trotiskyist dreem that the C.P. and 5.P. can break from capitalism is one of .
" the root errors of Trotskyism on reformist parties in the ranks of the-workers,
and was pfomulgated by Trotsky gs the basis for the "French Turn" of 1934-35 when

Trotsky ¢laimed that Social”Democracy wes moving to the left and the rapidity of its .

"break {iom the bourgeoiske would determine the fate of the revolution." Reformist
parties are not torn away from their base in capitalist society. They C&ant'bQ
reformed, for they are tied hand and foot to their capitalist ‘masters. The Social:
Democracy can never be an instrument. of workers revolution.. o :

~ The Trotskyists have thrown revolutionary theory out the window in coming forward -
with the theory that there can be a government between the dictatorship of capital

and the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat. Long ago, Lenin pointed out that any

government other than the dictatorship of the armed proletariat can be only a.

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, regardless of its form or appearance. Sociklist,

Stalinist, and Trotskyist revisionism of Marxian teachings on the character oi
‘the capitalist state have led all of them to support of capitalist governments,
covered by seemingly left phrases. . - : ‘

‘In Italy, t00, the IrotSk&ists, as in Beigium,.call.fof a»Republiél'vAs if the
proletarian revolution were not on the order of the day. As if a Republic: can be
anything;elsg but a dictatorship of the capitalists. '

SOVIET UNION

Among the interesting implications of the Trotskyists support of CePe-S¢Pe
- (capitalist) governments are what they would do in the Soviet Unions: When they
- support such volicies throughout the capitalist world, it can be only consistent
for them to vete for Stalin in'a Soviet "election" or for C.P. candidates for
lesser positicnms. .On this score, the Schachtmanites who allege the Soviet Union
- is not a workers' state, are in a completely ludicrous and indefensible position.
If the Stalinists are a new class then how can they be a "workers" party?! How

can Schachtman ask workers to vote for such people?

On the part of the Cannonites who do not allege the Soviet Union is a capitelist
state, they are in an equally indefensible position. ‘The extension of their.
~policy of support of C.2..5-Ps governmanis is manifested by their policy of .
"unconditional defense™ of the Soviet Union. This forces an abandonment of inde-
", pendent werking ciass aciion in the Soviet Union, and sutright capitulation to -
the Stalinist burocrasy, which they ciaim to danourze. . It is significaat tha they
kesp a profound silence on the need for a new rovolubionary party in the Soviet
. Union, revivel of Soviets; organization of srmed workers miiiiias, end sraching
of tho Stalinist burocracy by politital revolutioi. :Their "unconditionai cCefense"
is thp. formula for capitulation to the Stalinist burocracy, and of denyirg the
worksrs of the Soviet Union any road of independent working cless action through
- eraghion of working class organs of power to accomplish the political revoiution
- against the Stalinist burocracy. Their craven bootlicking of the Stulinists was
especidly noticeable during-the Bermen-Soviet.war when they asked .only for the
right to fill any position and be just "good" soldiers in the Red Army
.against, Germa,ny. : - o e ' I

-

in the war

-

. - . . ) - - O3t A A NPTy P VAT 4t i L e N U R AL T, S RIS DR o
TN .-m‘;ﬁt&w:e:{w&*&ﬁrzf‘}nxze:’-',a':Liafmh%%%:Wﬁﬂﬂmwﬂmmw&m‘ﬁﬁmmxﬁif’.vo:‘ AU XTI SR

uraEn

PR e Y

(Selected Wofk§3 Vol. VII, p.233).

INTERNATIONAL NEWS Page 11

"COMBINED" GOVERNMENTS
By the time of the, Fourth World Congress of the Communist International in

November, 1922, with Lenin seriously ill apd Trotsky unable and incapable of in-
fluencing the policy of the C.I., the theory of “combined" governments was adopted

by the Executive Committee of the_Cqmmunist‘International_(E-C-C-I:), It is one
"of the first big signs of degeneration of the C.I. leadership and its subordin-
ation to Stalinism. : R

Thalheimer,.who later played an infamous fole_in the fiasco in Saxony and Thuringia
one year later (German revolution of 1923), had»written,iq his proposed: thesis?

"It is. possible thet during the transition from the old to the new, 'combined .-

types' of government will make their appearance as poimted out in the.'Rabochi Put'
a newspaper) a. few days ago; for instance, the Soviet Reppbllc as w?ll as a
Constitu ont Assembly." Acting on this theory, the Communist Party in Germany

~attempted to. create 'a "gombinéa" government in Germany, 1923, and brought disaster

down on the German working olass, paving the way for rgpid dggeng}aﬂi?n of the
German CP, and the ascent of Fascism. Trotsky deals with this hlstqucal-gvgnt
correctly and brilliantly in the YLessons of October:" B

Opportunists have alleged thet Lenin was for combined:types of government because
of an error he mede on the question of the Constituent Assembly. .But no one, not
even Trotsky himself who opposed the theory of the 'permanent revolution' toc -
Lenin's theory of the "democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry"

(which would be & capitalist state, if it were realizable even theoretically), has
ever. explained Lenin's real attitude. ' o

~ Lenin regarded tﬁé Soviets with the Constituénf_ﬁséembly as a subordinate appendage -

as the concrete working cut in life of his own tentative formulation of state power

_in Russig'afterismashiﬁg of Czdrism (a concept worked out.long before 1917)--'.

the well known "democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry.". Lenin
did not consider the Constituent !.ssembly as a purely auxiliary tactic to expose
the bourgeoisie; in life itself he relied on armed workers power, .sever putting . .

the Constituent Agsembly forward as the primary means but only as subordinate to
workers mass action. o - : '

After:the‘seizure.bf'power in 1917, and dissolution of “the Constituent Assembly
in January 1918, Lenin in 1919 clarified for this epoch his gititu@e towards the.
constituent assembly: : ' ‘ . : S

"The ridiculous attempt to combine the Soviet system, i.e., the dictatorship of .
the proletariat, with the Constituent. issembly, i.e., with the dictatorship of thox
bourgeoisie, utterly exposes the poverty of mind of the yollow Socialists, and

.S.D.‘s,'%heir petty bourgeois political reactionarineés.and their cowardly con-: 
~Cessions to the-irresistible,growth of the power of the new proletarian democracys

Tt remained for the Stelinists, Socialists and latter-day Trotskyists to revive the

. anti-working class, "strikebreaker" role of Zinoviev, Kamanev and of Rykov in late

1917 who held the idea that the Congress. of Soviets wasfprovisional,jpenﬁing the, =
convocation of the Constituent Assembly. "In their minds, the Constituent Assembly -

~ vas the power, the Sovigts were subordinate. To Lenin, the organs of workers power

Wwere decisive; all others were organs of the dfctatorshipvof capital. Lenin's
Provisional formulation ofrthe”"democratic.digtatorship'of_the-proletariat,and '
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peasantry" evaporated in llfe in the revolutlon 0f. 1917 and in the breaking up of

the meeting of the Constituent Assembly in January of 1918. Now the reformists and
centr1sts have attempted to use Len1n to support their treachery-

Radek who Was present in the. 4th CongreSs of ‘the Cel., declares "With regard to-
the demand for a ‘Workers Government e Workers Government is not the proletarlan

dictatorship, that is clear; it is one of the possible trans1tory stages to the
' Proletar1an D1ctatorsh1p.". ‘ .

Radek had found some "non-class" state form between cap1tallsm and the dlctatOrshlp ’

of the proletariat. The trotskyists have found this same non-existent state.
They should hearken to the words of Marx that there are two classes in soc1ety
which can determine the chargcter of state power. - the working class and the
capitalist class. There can be no intermediate classes in power, and therefore
no intermediate state forms, no combined govermnments. All these creations are in
~ the last analysis, regardless of the representation of "workers" parties in the
,government, only a "left" form of the d1ctatorsh1p of cap1tal. 8 : S

Like the Trotskylsts and Stallnlsts today, Radek in l92£ stated how the support

6f capitalism should be carefully concealed under left phrases: "In my opinion
" when we are conderned with the struggle for the United Front, we ought to say
bluntly that, if the'social democratic¢ workers will force the1r leadors to break
with the bourgeoisie, then we .are ready to participate in a labor government ‘80 long
as that government is an instrument of the class struggle-” I mean if it is ready
to f1ght beside us shoulder to- shoulder.

- This 1llustrates the fundamental errors: of Trotsky1sm on the party - renunc1at10n
. of ‘its 1ndependence from all other parties, concept that ‘reformist part1es can "
break from the bourge01s1e, theé .basis Trotsky used for declar1ng the "French Turn"
- of 1934~5«  Read the words of Schachtman, Cannon, Stalin, and the Socialists on
combined governments, and invariably you will find a capitulation to "left" gorms
of the capitalist state. All of these gentry imagine they can dominate the bour-

geoisgie without hav1ng first dsstroyed its state and-built a.workers government
.-on the -ruings -

Z1nov1ev, then head of the C.I.; spread thls Same erroneous. conceptl . "The watch-
word of the Labor government is not a géneral watchword like the tactics of the
united fronte. The watchword 'labor government' is a particular concrete appll-
catlon of the tactics of the united front- under certain specific’ condltlons.

Here, in the 4th Congress of the C.I. in 1922, the foundations were laid for sub-

_ordination of the workers to the-capitalist state through this "tactic" ‘of sup-

. porting a "Labor" governments.. Later .in China,. 1925-26, Trotsky made an unprin-

. cipled deal to permit the Z1nov1ev-Kamenev theory of the "democratic dictatorship.
and. peasantry", deliberately conceallng the fact that this violated his own theory

of the "permanent revolution" and constituted support of a capitalist.states This

‘support was no tactic; it was a principled capitulation t the enemy wh1ch destroyedf

the -German revolution of 1923 and the Chinese revolution of 1925-2T, and led to
the rise of ‘Hitler to power in Germeny . Combinad - governments everywhere have led

workers to destruction of the revolutlon and further shackllng to the control of
the cap:.talJ.st state--

The theory of "comb1ned" governments has to be rooted out of the labor movement-
It is a trap, a snare to catch the unwarye Its historical base lied in falsely
5 equating advanced industrial countries and their capitaelist states with-the in-
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complets bourge01s revolutlons in semi-colonigl countr1es in the progressive

period s capitalist development. This ¥#alse¢ #yuafion of two different steges .of
capitalist develorment is the foundation for the erroneous Trotsky concept of
"transltlonal" programe

S LENIN ON THE BRITISH L+BOR PARTY

To cover up thelr class collaboratlonlst pollcy, opportun1sts always argue that
Lenin supported the British Labor in 1920,
Lenin in "Left-Wlng Communlsm" proposed to help "Henderson and Snowden to beat
This he believed would expose the Labor Party &ince
he thought that once in power tao Labor Party would show its badlruptcv- Lenin's
mistake was pmobably on the basis of misinf s mation and -the cencept. that Sov1et
powei Was -on the order of the’ day in Bagland in 3.520, and in believing that the

sltultlon in England was therefore slmrlar to thzt in Russia in 1917.

" In Russia in June: l9l7, when dual power of Soviets existed beside the prov1s10nal
. govarument of Kerensky (representing the Russian capitalist class), Len1n made his

now femous offer to the Mensheviks to seize the power=

"It should be noted that in Russia after the March Revolution the propaganda of

the Bolsheviks agalnst the Menshsviks and 5.Rs's (Social Revolutlonnarles) gained

a great cCeal Dreclsely because of a circumstance like thiss We said to the
Menishevii:s and S.R.'s: Take complete power without the bourgeoisie because you have
a majcrity in the Soviets (1lst all Russian -Congress of Soviets, June 1917). But
the Russian Hendersons and Snowdens feared to take power without the bourgeoisie

. and when the bourgeoisie.delayed the elections to. the Constituent Assembly because

they knew perfectly well that thoe Mensheviks and the S.R+"s would have the majority

in it (the latter had entered into a close polltlcal bldec and both really repre-

sented nothing but petty bourgeois democracy), the Mensheviks and SeR.'s were
ungble to wage an energet1c and cons1stent struggle agalnst these delays-

Lenln 8 proposal has been m1s1nterpreted and misrepresented by all shades of re-

formists and: centr1sts for 29 years since it was first made. Let us examine this
proposal- : , . - . ]

Firstly, Sov1et power - exlsted, with the proletarlan dictatorship controlllng large

vvsact,ons of the country end hold1ng vhat Lenin called "dual power."

Lo

'uooona_y_therefore 8] transfer of all power to the ch1ets would bpve meant an

luteusification of. the revolution, result1ng in the unleashing of the struggle for
final expropriation of the bourgeoisie, crushing thé remains of the bourgevis state,
end really moving on to the next phase of the permanent revolution, where all:

~power would be in the hands of the Sov1ets (armed workers power based on ths
. Q_Oductwon units) - . =

Thirdly, be1ng fa1thful lackeys ¢l the bourgeoxsle, the Menshev1ks and SsRe? s .
ratusod this offer, preferred the parliamentary road of waiting for the Constituent o
hssembly, and striving to turn the existing dual power of the Soviets inio a sub-
ordinate appendage of the Kerensky prov1slonal (bourgeois) governmert.

'In England at the "time of writlng of "Left4W1ng Communlsm-" the class relatlons

were entlrely d1fferent-~

. ) Lot "
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N6 Sovlets exlsted- '

/”There Wao ng lavech revolution and there Was no problom of Henderson and Snowden

¢+ of the Labor Party assuming power through non-existent Soviets.

. Lenin's proposal thorefore WPS a tactlcal error wh1ch _had it been carried into
life, could have resulted in a prgng&pled error on the part of the revolutionists
in - England. But the proposed tactic for use in Britain alone was never carried
into life. Lenin changed his mind a few weeks later and opposed this tactic.

here too tho Labor Party refused to collaborate, and an agreement was never
reached. It remained to the Sta11n1sts and the Trotskyists to support the Labor

Party regardless, despite Trotsky's open’ opnosltlon to this concept for a short
" number of - years when he headed the Left Opposltlon up to 1935.

. History proved that Len1n s.prognosis that the British .Labor Party would fear

- frrming a government was erroneous. As it-turned out, the Hendersons, Snowdens
and MacDonalds did form a "labor" government. Wore they exposed? ~ Unfortunately
no. By the time the "Labor" government got into power, the Stelinists had so

“corrupted.the party in England that it never did expose the Labor Party as a tool

of capitalism, but: 1nstead supported it. And this is what the Trotsky centrists
,do to this day- v L - , :

Contrary to.Lenin's analysis, when the Liberals and the Labor Party gained a- :
majority in.the general -elections of 1923, the Liberals undef Lloyd George threw
~their suppert behind the "Labor" Party government in Parliament. Lenin had con-

sidered that the Liberals would unite-with the Conservatlve Party in- keep1ng the
"Labor" Party out of office.

: H1story adduces no ev1dence that a Labor Party in offlce ‘@Xposes 1tse1f per se-,'.
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- Lenin would have favored ! bulldlng" 8 non-existent Labor Party in the U.S.-
-to his everlastlng credit thet Lenin at no time over considered the Labor Party .

“governmentse:
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use- of %he reformlsts, centrists and thair obher agents in the ranks of the
“proletariate

They have found since Lenin died that these reformist and centrist.
groups are not to. be feared at all, that they are ‘to be trusted by cap1ta11sm,

‘permitted to grow so that when the workers rise or attempt to rise against the

capitalist state, these "Labor" parties can derail the 131‘0191"9-1'19-n reV°IUt1°n‘

Len1n s honest tacticel mistake on the Br1t1sh Labor Party he's been elevated into .
e principled system of treachery andt)etrayal of the workers: by all shades of

oprortunist politicians. Lenin posed the problem only for England as.a subordinate

tact1c, not as a general line of marche His general line of march was towards the

seizure of state power. This consisted of building the revolutionary party and .

of exposing ceaselessly all other groups within the ranks of the workers. Lenin

never proposed building up opportunist parties. He fought them all his life. He.

destroyed guite a number of them. It -remesined for the Trotskyists and Stalinists

and Socinlists to- mutllate Lenin's teachings and twist them into declaratlonitthat
is

as anything else but a tool of the Trade Union burocracy for strangling the workers, .
that he exposed similar grouplngs in Russia as impediments to the workers revolutlon..'

Hlstorlcally Len1n has provided . the answer to all the sham theorles of "comblned"
-All such governments can be- nothlng else than the d1ctatorsh1p of A
the capitalist enemy in any part of the globe. where such a government erises, even
if no openly capltallst party heads the government. It is precisely because a.
seemingly "workers" party is at the helm of a capitalist. government that the

struggle against these reformist illusions has to be pressed most fiercely. The r
road to power is sirewn with the wrecks of political parties which strove to make
one deal or the other with the capitalist states, each.time considering that
. ‘somehow the capitalist class was being subordinated to the working class. Again, :.
let us focus our attention on the world historic mission of the proletar1at - to
destroy capitalist state power and createthe dictatorship of the proletarlat by
“building an 1ndependent new Revolutlonary Marxian Party to gulde the cless in <//.

that d1rectlon- o A o o v ' o
: , : : \\\\\; .

This; is the source of endless mistakess Only a revolutlonary marxian party system-
ajacally raising the revolutionary political consciousness of the masses canewpose
/the Labor Party to tho massass Despite the strikebreaking role of the Labor. Party’
in the general strike of 1526, the majority of workers were still voting for

Labor Party candidates. The majority of workers voted for the Labor'Party in 1945- ;
“What has happened since Len1n ] t1me is not too difficult of assessment- '

-The bourge01s1e in its desperatlon has f ound th;t/{he old fear of the “Labor“ J
~Party is not founded on any actions of the Labor Party, that it is a wondrous’
instrument for ruling the workers, of controlllng,them, of preventing their taking
-revolutionary actions. against the basic seats of cap1ta11st power; that better than
any other form of bourgeois democratic republic, it is' a prize means of deception
of the workers. ‘The bourgeoisie fears the masses' rising revolutionary sentiment.
But the bourgeoisie does not fear the Labor Party. It knows that here at least it
has one of its very ablest and most skillful weagpons for confuslng the Werkors:
frr gettlng thelr support, and for st1f11ng revolutlon._
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Thus the bourge01s1e h1stor1ca11y has been pushed by rising workers prgssure ‘into
8 position where it has to deal with the workers through -parties that claim to be

"workers" parties. The.openly capitalist parties are insufficient to porform this
role. .. That is the situation in Europe today.. It is a situation which has arisen

with the destruction of the powortul Fascist Party apparatus of German imperislism

‘after which no openly' bourgeois. party dares raise its.head in the old way, W1th . N C“ (“ “\ N\
the old slogans, and with the old. methods of controlllng the workors. . ‘ ‘\)‘/ / j / :)\ : l
We are 11v1ng in the epoch Just prlor to the owtbreak of the second immense round . : T

of revolutlons.. In this. stagevof class relations, the bourgeoisie will-make -full
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THE OgJECTIVE SlTUATION In THE Us-

INTERNAL CLASS RELAT!ONS

(Continued from’the last 1seue)

i

S E e AGRICULTURE

Agriculture, permitted to . expand in War-time etill had to be maintained by
government subsidy on the "parity" system. Now it will be allowed to fall down
again'within a year or two as United Stetes imperialism finds it necessary to .
permit other countries to have some agricultural- products to exchange for United ~

'vStates oapital goods and finiehed productae.

4

. Whole Wallace approach of - reduced produption of agriculture goode in 1933-4-5

had the object in AAA of restoration of prices of farm products. to "parity",- and
the major means for its attainment was getting farmers to reduce acres of surplus,
gropsge- Thue the sabolago of civilian production by permitting production to fall
off at war's end is extended to agriculture which returns to its temporarily

Anterrupted state of chronic decay and reliance on the government for supperte

Whole program of price rises which aids farmer. in short run is blow at prole=
taridt’ which pays the higher prices, and.is the class which can least afford ite

- The Wellace theory of scarcity economics is a criminal assault on proletariate
As is confeeeed in hie book, “60 Million Jobs," he has held thie theory since

1919

Farming ie increasingly mechaniied;

A larger farm proletariat comparatively
exists.

Meny farms are under control of a few large financial combinationso :

As a market for surplus producte of 1hdustry, Ameri cen farmers cannot abeorb.

_Oapital oxpension is s6 Vaet that the market for capital goods will have to be

found abroad..

Moderate estimatee of govornment assistance ‘to faruBre in order to keep pr1ces
up for the.singls Yyear of 1942 give 2} billion dollars as a minimum. About 600
million dollars is contributed directly as subeidies, parity payments, -80il
coixservation paymente and eugar paymente.

Examploe of subeidy are so- numerous eelection is simple. The farmer gets a .

raoturn on wheat from government loax, or price, Plus paymsnts of about $1.25

a bushele Per btushg! this is 60g more than in Canade, 70¢ more than in Aus=
tralLa, end 80z rore than in Argentine - and these are all tho biggest whoat-

- progucing countries in thé world-sifter the Ue Se ‘and the Soviet Unionv This

indicutes governmont dction added'300 to, 400 million dollars to ‘the :farmers’ .
1942 returns from wheat glonee - - . v

Two cente a pound added to cotton pricee by government loan in a normal year

meens adding l30 million dollare:to the returns from-cottone

JGovernment loane may add half a" billion dollars to the annual value . of feed
crops 1nclud1ng corne - .

PART TWO
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As Alfred D» Stedman says in "The Poliﬁica 4% this War" (Edited by Rey Harvey

‘and others)s "The government deliberately boosted prices in 1941 and used an’

outright government price guarentee to get an increase in production of hogs,
poultry, and deiry products quickly for war-"' This higher pr1ces were-peid for

. by only one class - the working clase.

THE POSTWAR- REACTION OF THE WORKERS

. The politlcal development of the workers was raieed during this period of’ strikeS"

following the close of the Japanese wars 1,500,000 workers were on. strike, the
largest number in American history. - Three immense mass actions pointed the dir=-
ection of the 1mpending class Warfare in America, and showed how out of their own
oxperiences, Americen workors have found the road out of the morass of postwar
controls and other dev1cee for shackling workerse

1l Stamford, Conn- - A "Combined Strike" committes cutt1ng across union lines,

in sympathy to a strike of '3,000 workers at the Yale and Towne Mfg. Cos, hﬂlted »

4 all production for three howrss The workers were in control of the areae’ ~They
‘' B BhOWed that the road forward is to.¢reate these councils of strike committees

or preparatory to strikes to combine AFL, CIO, independent unions.and unorgan=

.ized workers alsos‘ These workers councils can build flying squads:and arm the

workers,'as was demanded by the union leadere at Gridley, Illin01s, in defense
against corporation violences

2 - Tugboat etoppage in New York - 3,500 tugboat operatore tied up ‘an entire

1 ity of over 7 million peoples . The workers openly defied the govermment seizure

of the bosts and refused to go backs They have shown.that if enough workers defy.
the govornment seizures under the War Labor Disputes Act, these powers cen be

- shattered into: fragments and labor can go on the march to push ‘the capitalists

further egainst the walle The uselessness and powerlessness’ of the entire
capitalist class in the face of organized, mass:gtrength of workers was proved to
the hilts The over-organization of United States: imperialism which enables

-3,500 tugboat- workers to halt production in all of New York City shows the fatal

woakrness of United States imperialisme This is #lso. shown in.power and electric

- sirikes in Pittsburgh.& Philadelphis. . Thus, in three huge cities, because of

the over-development of United States 1mperia115m 16 000 workers paralyzed pro-
duction. :

.3 -~ Soldiers etrikes - are the higheet political action of class warfare against

the government directly that any section of the American workers reached. during_,
the entire war periode In the army of any other country weakeoned by economic

crisis these strikes would have meant revolutions The government would have fallene
As it stands, the United States Government was discredited, its policy of imper=

lalism was openly denounced by the soldiers, their Opposltion t0 use as imperiale:

ist policemen and watchdogs hae inspired similar mass ‘politicel actions in the
R«A:Fe, and has served as an inspiration to revolt among workers in other coune . .

triege. It is the highest indication of political development to have arisen out

of the prodont striiggless. For .o time it followed the workers strikes at home,
then it went beyond them, and led them in'a politicel sense. it is unfortunate -
that the soldiers =nd workere gtrikes were nct ‘correlateds - But the absence of .

"a politicel party of the proletariat made this’ impoeeibleo No other force on

earth can provide that measure of ‘politicel organization. * The need for a politi-»
cal organizaticn of solciere -and sallors and workers is apparents Whole slogans .

Vol
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of liquidation of the army of 1mperialism have to be raised in order to smash at
conscription s cofitinuation. Demands for democratlzatlon of the army are in :
-ordere Linkage with workers strikes has to be establishede Military are already
‘'on picket lines with workers, indicating e baslc class solidarity which has enor=
mous imporience for tho future, as soloiershlend the1r militery gxperience to

the workérs struggless But above and beyond this, we should raise on high the. .
demands for rocell of all U. S. occupation forces from abroad, to have Us Se
imperiallsm clear out of all areas outside the continental limits of the Us Sey -
'and cease smashlng our worker brothors' revolutlons wherever they ar1se-‘j

We recognlze that the army of 1mper1allsm is slowly but steadiIY falllng apart-
. In'whole overseas areas it is d1s1ntegrat1n ‘and American imperialist prestige
“'is dis1ntegrat1ng with it. But this is not onough, nor is it ‘the whole storye
~ Already thc bourgeoisie is prepering. It knows the, draft will probably not be '
‘cont inued beyond March 15, when the law runms outs ‘But it has a new Netional
Guard in gestation to number some 500,000 men. Attempts are béing made to
mobilize vetorams into m111t1as, Natlonal Guards:and. v1g11ante groups, or inte
police forces. The most hidbous featurs of the murders of two pickets at Gr1dley,

Illinois, was the fact that the ‘four killers (company pollce) were 'all ex—soldlers-'

A struggle for the veteran is taking place, with workershaving a good chance of
winning' the ex=soldiers over to the side of revolution. - Addltlonally, newer

means of control are develéping, with the wider use of tesr -gas and other chemical .
devices, armored trrins end tanks, tommy guns and similar terror weaponse ' The

"mobile constebulary" developed to police occuplcd Germany mey well be utlllzed
to. pollce “occup1ed Amerlca.“ .

L

"'CLASS WAR '-on --HIGHER LEVEL .

. Principel characterlstic of the. str1ke perlod from t.he stendpolnt of the workers
is that the class war is on & .higher level." Government is forced to step into
the strikes constantly in’ order to prevent their spreads . The government is
uneasy, has its back to the wall, is in a desperatoe poeltlon, for any workers'
move -Now -can prec1p1tate thevéinst large-scale mess political action of the

.. workers egainst the capitalist state itself, as the soldiers started out to doe
At 811 costs the cap1ta11st govornment has to pravent this mass politicel action .

from develop1ng. "That is why .thera is such s vicious fight between Trumen and

DuPont to hold off using openly rspressive measures in place of the present | facte

. finding (legel delay mechan’sms) and occasional government seizuree The govern=
ment is afraid of the eculonuwcrkers mey. -take against any serlous reprlsals-

The entlre elgnlflcanco of.the strike wave 11es in the problem of control and
managemont of prodiction, and state power.’ Th1s control by the capltallsts is
challenged everywhere by the workerse The essenca.of politics is control =
control of the workers by the bosses and the1r agents in tho workers ranks. But
‘in look1ng at the American state we have to remerber that the open arms of state.
power are not in themselvos dec¢isive" for control though they are essential
’components of the cap1ta11st apparatusg of control.' The real sourcos of state
power lie in 1ndustr1al and f1nanc1al control over the workers- This lesson 1s o
pointed graphically by the experlences of various Labor and Soc1a11st Parties
who after. apparently having & maJorlty ‘in a goVernment find: that the real power
is not in thoir hands at &1l 'As long as the cless in contrdl of industry &and
flnance has not changed, no changes in government have occured fundamontally-

Y,

. However, there are’ d1fferences among the capitalists. Industry is numerlcally'
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& minority group.
- Broup or interest, in reelity there are meny divisions in the renks of industrys

. omic and political. resultse
. others in the political structure of governgents A1l compete violently with one

1abore

- . Conmpany securlty is one phase of control of labor-

country sed paralyze Americen imperialisme
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~ Although meny revolutionists spesk of all industry as a single

big business and srmll busimoss; durable and consumer goods industries; producors
‘and dlstrlbUtO”Bs big and smell bankerse They do not all desire the same econ= -~
Some occupy favorable positions in the economy;
another for dominances The controlling interest which: expresses the historic
interest of all sections of the capitelist class lies in'the ‘heavy industries

and in finances Aiiempts to seperste financial rule from heavy and light inw
dustrles can bo a serious mistake. Thero are times of social crisis when finance

.C&Pltal is separated from control of heavy end light industry, end whero wholo

sections of industry war against the policies of the others as to how to comirol

DuPont wants to destroy unions$ Trumen wishes to use them thnough the
labor 1ieutenants..»

UPSWING IN PRODUCTION AND THE COMING STRIKE'WAVE

Wlthln the general perlod of crisis and. decllne ‘of Americen imperiallsm there

ace cycles of upswing ‘in productione -But so far adveanced is the technologr

of  the couniry that each of these" upswings produces its own irmense sirike wavee
Such a strike wave is brewing in the reconversion period whon production roally .
gets under ways.  Ancther big strike wave may come this fells. Present strike:
waves will slowly peter out. ‘It will probably be succeeded by large struggles
of veterans and unemployod -although these groups arc’ ‘not mutually exclusives
Those will be very: militent struggles.for one decisive feature cf weakness of

‘governmeut control over labor is that tho labor lleutonants have noever been able

to organlze the unemployed.‘

The - government though not too adept at controlllng labor, is aware of the
coming strike struggles during the rising production phases cf the reconversion.
periods It-is- preparin? now to head off these strikes by continuing to use
Murray and Green and Lewis. and "left" soundlng labor leaders like Reuthers’

It cont1nues the no-strike
policy of wartime into peacetime, with addition of clauses which make it virtually .

impossible to have a strike occur "legally". Also, it is carefully planned to
eliminate militants from the plants end from the unions, thus ridding the boss
of his fighting workers and the union labor faker of his militant oppositione

The government steps in to polltlcallze strikes and to guarantee’ politlcally
company security against strikes by t he device of fact-finding boards. Where
these fail the govornuent can always use its seizure powers under the War Lebor -

.D1sputes hct, whereby it halted over 40 strikes during wartime and seven in the :

postwar period_ thus fars But this is a last-d1tch, desperate Deasure,; which:
arises because of the government fear -that if strikes are not kept dowa, they
may lead to w1de-scale political mass action Whlch will spread throughout the

Meenwhile it is the funcition of the
labor misleaders to tie down the workers with no-strike clauses 1n varlous
contracts.

The governnent has a.1948 election coming up and will attempt to keep production
from going through the usual cyecle of "boom gnd bust" untll.well after that"
elechiono' Hence follows contlnued government‘controls and . 1ntervenu10n in
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‘ strikes, and more and more colllslone between labor and government dlrectly-
| ME\IACE OF & LABOR PARTY - '

In this etruggle government w1ll rely on the PoA C.. It is one of the dangeroue

tendenolee of the times.-. Reformist. and .centrist and bourgeois’ reformlet gPOUPsi; B

will grow in the present turdulent sltLat’On as the masses move steadlly to.
the left under the impag} of the big arti-union drive of TNy corporations ‘end
government, as these masses eeek political means .of lenblnopressure t 0 bear on
the bosses and their guvarnmant to: gain working ¢luss domandse The workers are
driven to mass strike action by tho internal speedup and ‘organic gtructure of
the indnehy »y and the risiag s0st of living. They havo seen how stccessful are
such tieups of koy indueiries. as tugboating in NY Harbor, of power and electric
in Phlladolphla and Piitsburgh, of en ontire area as in Stamford, Connect1cut- i
The workers will move towardy the 1argor reformist end eX1eting contrist groups,
~and will be dllelu31onod by theme PsA5C, will' prooably grow, es one form of

conirol of the workers by tho bourgsoisie. Po.A.Cs may soem to’ strike out on its :

owi independently of . capitalist partlee for ewnile. But this in no way changes
its fundamental anti- wozk:ng class’ charactor. Thls whole leftWard swing may
lead to a form of pe0plo ] government. " o _ ) ¢

oo
S

We - should remember that the Ve s. rullng class is very’ inexperienced, re1at1vely
'speaklng, in’dealing with’ labore Tt has had no -serious political’ setbacks im
its control of iabor. It has had the full cooperation of the labor' misleaderss -
Where the British ruling class governs through a "Labor" party, the U. Se
imperialism has no such apparatus. Can it arisc? Possibly, though historically
. it oxists to obtain socigl reforms for the workers; and at the present stage

of decay of American imperielism such reforms cannot be ‘forthcoming for any
prolonged: .pex 1ode Shou'd a uabor arty come into oelng, through an expanded .
PeAeCe, or other mesns evich as expansion’ of existing social reformist forces, it
cen last - for .a short tims oaly. TFor.the level of class warfare inx -this coiultry

will havg risen so higin that i w1ll be swopt aside as the workers move on iowards

the corter of cepuaalﬁet power» It does not appear that the exlstlng Ccs, TP
or Trotskylst movemonts can function .as the Labor Party ; however the unien mlsf
leaders may. e atle to do Enmethlng with PuhisCs’ for a time. . Thé Trotskyists
~with theic Labor Party, pro-‘"left" capitalism orlentatlon, can also grow in this
comnng period,; to spread confusion emong the workers. A wide open field for
revolutlonary polltlcal actlon.and organlzatlon exlets in the comlng perlod-

. The expulelon of Browdor from the GP and tho spllt between Ickes and Pauley
- indicated the possible deve10pmont of & big drive to. pueh for e mass "Igbor":
party of some scemingly left new dealish.group with which to corrgl the labor

.vote in. 1948 and to control the leftward sw1ng of labor 1n the comlng perlod..
Ickes spllt W1th Truman is gonerally 1nterpreted as- marklng a big- step towards

“reasserting the left-w1ng of the old New Deal, which will attempt to" use many

. labor lerders to back a. Wellace for President or similar leader. ¥F.A. C-vwill

: probably be subordlnated to thls wing of the Democlatlc Party.

While 1t is prepared to utlllzo varloue forms of the. L?bor Party or popular

frontism during the .coming violent class warfare, the Amerlcan bourge01sle is
'readylng ite more openly dictatorlal weapons too.

INTERNATTONAL NEWS

_ AFL vereus <10 Battle :

Return of John L. Lewis to the AFL along with Dlatrict 50, the ce.tche.ll un:.on,
signifies a heightéened phase of warfare with the CIO, reaching the level of .. .
.open wnion raiding a8 the big mmss production unions in the CIO lose members to
the growing army of the unemployede Lewis will have no full control over-the
AFL: ' There &re- numerous jurisdictional probiems which his entry,reimss also

he will not domimate tho loosely=-knit organization, though he will pull it a

‘little to the left of where it has stood for some time, largely because the
.workers are veering steadily leftwards Lewis will denounce communists.in the
. CIO, will denounce Murray's attempts to beccme the govermment recognized nationel

labor body end this open reliance upon the gOVernment- Bithal Lewis will be °

" dlbe’to play a coneiderable role in keeping workers tied to various sections of -
“the boss machines The GIO will attempt to use the PeleCe to etrengthen its hand, .

will attempt to ghow it has won gaing in strike battles, but Lewis is going to
be in"a position to ‘ghiow that AFL unions have made gains too, that tlming of
many CI0 strikee was a cause of weakening the etrikers-u

"From the etandp01nt of the 1nterests of the workere whlch demand a elngle,a

national labor body, the Lowis return to the AFL has done practically nothing

-to promote a united labor movement. As the'battle lines .are- laid down with the

CI0, Lewis' move may be .seen as preventing any unification.for some long time
1nto the futures This division of forces plays into the hands of governmeut
intervention and domination over both national labor bodies. The union split

"is en open cancer in the body of labors

RISE OF A REVOLUTIONARY BEADERSHIP

The old style conserVatlve labor leaders are on the1r way oute Their hisgtore
ical role of restraining labor and emasculatlng strike action is exposed 80
clearly that they are sharply separated from the rank and file and are leaging
increasingly ‘om"government for supports Both CI0 end AFL have an orientation -
towards becoming the government recognized national leBor body. It is a question

of job security for the 1abor burocrate who feel they can no longer control the
rank and flle.

As Fortune magazine predicted in November 1943, "glick Walter: Reuther.aknows’
how to put himself at the head of rank-and-file revolts in order to slow them
up, perfectly exemplifies the type of middlewof-the~road labor leaders who will

. have their brief and stormy innings in the period between the collapse of the -

extreme conservat1Ve burocrate and the rise of arevolutionary leaderahip in the
Unions-" : ,

.Reuther is only an example, a partlcularly 1netfeotive ‘éxemple at thate But. -
 the "eft" sounding labor leaders will more and more have to be favored by the

government- PuAeCe glll get more backings

The next phese - the rise of a revolutionary leaderehip in the Unions and in

the class struggle. genere.lly - may bé at hand gooner then we thinks The cleass

‘struggle in this country, with a proletarlat of 45 millions, fully as large as

that of ell of Europe including the Soviet Union, is on the verge of exploding
into mass political warfares ' Truman knows thise Rank and file workers do
note The whole leftward swing of Americen labor 15 growing stoadily and in

. the ooming wave of strikes may be.able - in atrike action - to rise and push out
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the censervative and 'left" sounds.ng 1ea.dera from the unionss However, it is our
contention that they wil],%e.riee, will challenge the existing burgerats, will-
- weeken 'bheir grip, but no%,febefore e revolutionary situation brea’l{e out will they.
be. succeeeful in reelly. sma.sh:.ng the hold .of the Lewises, Greens. qgnd Murrays on.
~ the unionss We will seo #hole sections of 'soldiers, sailors endBven unorgenized
_workers mov:r.ng far to. 'bhe 1ef'b of . 'bhe preeen'b un:lone, excep‘b for 'he mass pro-
duction unions. B - S L e e, I DR
i SEL .
A'b 'bhe preeen‘h time it is po;eible to- construo‘b lef‘h-wing ce.ucueeH in conventione
of imPOr'ban'b un:loqg,\ fof b\gg.ldlng a ‘left-wing netionelly in all exiéting lebor
bodieg = CIQ, AFL, indepeh;dente « in-preparation -for the- coming - 8trike struggless
Ag present such & lef'b-wx ' tennot contest for power in the uniongs - But it can
- expoge the conservative 1lg oxru leadeérs: vicloue role of colleboratioh with boss - -
 end'governmont. It has. thq. primary task of burrowing in deep among the workers - .
in prepargtion for ¢coming’ éven'te- With:Bold polidiesy caroful praparation and
immedismte orgenizetion of: #, left=wing. around the: fiphting slogens of union
democracy, split from govemmont and boss collaboration, spread 'bhe :gtrikes, :
-Join hands with the soldierp and. vetonans =;it.is possible to prepere the workers .
for the tig s‘brlke e’brugglq% and political tmes. struggles of tomorrowe. In the
.preeen'b 'burbulen'b penod, g M@,rx;v.@.n organiza:t:lon can grow into a !,'99.1 force that . -
cen lead workers in P°11'b1°§l ¢lags babtleee - Class:relations in the United S'be:bes
. are extremely fe.vorable £ or *‘&he cqnetmctlon, in etruggle, of 'bhe r""volutionary
Me.rxian perty of tbe Amerlcén working elasss .- - ...




