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T\/vo Poqmowsom THE
| ;RUSSIAN QU "‘STION

-(We publlsh herewith two’ documents by the “Revolutlonary Communlsts of Germany
(RKD) in France on the Russian questlon- Th*- group al one. t1me was in full ,
agreement with the 14 Points of the. "Internatlonal Contact. Cpmmlsslon for a

“New Fourth (Communlst) Internatlonal“, and collaborated closely with.us.. Its
material on. the natlonal questlon in Burope and. some. of its polemlcs against
Trotskyism were mature and excellent contr1butlons to the science of Marxisms .
In recent. years, due.to the war, we have not .heard from these comradess . .Since -
the termlnatlon of hostllltles Wwe are- 1nformed that they have completely re~
vised the1r p0s1tlon on ‘the. RUSSIan Questlon- Whlle they - have publlshed 8.
7cons1derable amcunt of material.on the ‘matter we are able, at this time,. only
to print the key summaries of that. position entitled “Resolution - on the Russian
'Questlon“ and “The Countor-Revolutlon triumphs-in Russla“-

. Following the two art1cles arc the "Revolutlonary Vlorkers Loague" comments on
the matorial with which we d1sagroo.)'ﬂn ..,5._'. o

ﬁ%’%#%’%?##

coUu N T ER - R E V 0L U T 10 N P, R IU M PHS IN RUSSIA"

Tho following oxposé is a. summary of the pos1tion

~of the RKD on the Russian question which is dealt

‘with in Part IV of our programmatic platform ("Tho
:'RUSSlan Experlence“)

The "Times" organ of Engllsh finence capital acclaims the latest changes in
Russia in the following manner$ "The hymn breathes not the hateful revolt of
the International, but confldence in Rugsia which has become conscious of its
strength and asserts it in its internal struggles, in its fight against the
invederses It sanctlons the complete return to Ru351an tradition- and the to-
. tal absorption of the netlpn in its immense task.-- Tt closes the series of

deep~going transformatlons already accompllshed, such as the re-establishment
. of the officoers body, tho, abolltlon of political.commissars. in the army, .

Stalin's adoption of the t1tlo of Marshal the d1ssolutlon of tho Conlntern,
~tho rostoration of, the Buss;an church etc..." »

le~ Marxlsts know that theso latest changes are only 4 small part and crowning
of a political as well as economic counter-revolutlon, one would not be possible
without the, otHer, the. two. are but ones ..Since the NEP and .especially since

-~ the death of Lenin the proletar1at has lost: one -position after another, so as

to fall again under yoke of exploltatlon and oppresslon by 1ntornatlonal cap1-
talisme : . . .




[

" power -without losing its economic power at the same instant. |
‘has to conquer political power in order to gain ownersh1p of the means of pro-
“ductions:without political power . thé proletarlat ‘can vieither direct nor control

.economic power ang’ vice-versas.

4 ’ . : .
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2.- The proletarian revolution is thoroughly different from the bourgeois revo-
lutions The. bour500151e, exploiting minority, can 'temporarily ‘abandon its poli-.

tical power for the benefit of a feudal, fascist or soc1al democrafic clique,
' The bourgecisie-owns the -

while at the..same.time conserving-its- economic power:
means .of - producﬁlon before it conguers polltlcal powers. The proletarlat, 8X-
p101ted and workiag majority,.on the.contrary:camnot abandon its' political

The proletariat

the .means of-. productions Im losing: polltlcal power, the proletariat also loses

- The.sconomioc ‘and political.-power falls back ‘ine=
to.the hands. of . a Mburocracy" which in: reallty ceases. belng a s1mple burocracy
but forms the new., owning and exploltlng class-',f . -

T

'3.- Consequently all theories whlch gim- to expla1n the fate of the proletarlan o
‘revolution:in-Russia with the fate:. espec¢ially -of the bourge01s Revolution in
' France ("bonapartism",

. counter-revolutlonary Russia -are confusing; superf1c1al, -and-false and must be
rejected. :

YThermidor") and.tlus want.to justify ‘the defense of

In France thethen-revolutionary class:(the: hourge01sie) stayed in.
power desp1te Napoleon, ‘in: Russia. the irevolutionary- class of today (the prole—

tarlat) has lost the power, is beaten and defeated-

R I e

4.- The sov1ets, the representatlves democratlcally and dlrectly elocted by
all the workingmen and women, always subject to recall and control by the work-

- ing mnsses, completely share the fate eand the living standard of the workers,

. they are the only possible instruments of polltlcal and economic workers'
- :8ince the ‘actual guppriession of “the - sovlets, that "ig to say. the . proletarlan

State, the: polltlcal “arrd economlc power of the proletarlat has been suppressed

all at onces . -. .- .

g ,_:.

,.5-- COnsequently the new proletarlan revolutien wh1ch is necessary in Russla,

the 4th Russian revolution, must re-establish,’ deepon and ‘continuo October 1917,
must be social and polltlcal at the salme t1me, must be part of the world pro-

'letar1an revolutlon.

. 6.- Marxlsts base thelr analyses and concluslons not ‘on outward forms (Plannlng,
.natlonallzatlon, state-lzatlon) ‘but: on.the resl:contents: (exploitation and op-
pression of man.by man, of one ¢lass by another).

 and” conclusions not.on official ;statistics:of the’ buroéracy, but .on testimony

“Marxists baseé their'analyses

of . revolutlonary proletarlnns who. have .seen - -and.-1ived the- trie frte of the
working class-' Thero.is no. contradictionibetwedn. Marxist-Leninist- theory and

the actual and soclal 1nterest of . the working ¢lassy§’ tho thenryexpresses and

brlngs to consciousness the social Ainterest, the social interest finds its full
expression in the theory. A theory which does not satisfy the proletarlan in-
terests is . not a Marxist-Lehinist theory;:but. a distorted Marxigm-Leninism in
the 1nterest of - the rullng classe . The Marxist-Leminist. iheory is and rshains
the theory of the. World proletarian revolutions: Thére is -na cantradlctlon be-'

+ tween the 1mmed1ate interest and the historic interest of the wOrklng classs
: the one and the other demand the defeat and fall of the presént d1ctatorsh1p

of the néw exp101ters and oppressors in Russia as well as in the whole- World
the re—establlshment of the d1ctatorsh1p of the proletarlat.

pOWGrv
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-which are in the hands of the non-workers. The
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Te= Merxism begins its analysis of a social state with the study'of the condi-
~tion of the working classeés, the relations between these classes and the .meens

of production. It then oxamines the condition of the non-working classes,

~ their relations to the means of production and the relations between the work-

‘ing classes and the idlo clessoss It finally considers the entire superstruc-
ture of socioty; foroign and 1ntor10r, military and cultural policy, dominant
and sccrot ideologies, arts and sciences, ropression and logislation, otc.
etc- Finally a parallel anrlysing the. present rogime and the precoeding regis .
mes on the one. hand, and tho other regimes of 1mper1allst society on the other :
is necessary. The conclusion will dmpose itself.

8.- Directly or indirectly Trotsky, Serge, Clllga, Kr1v1tsk1, Tarov, Yvon, etc.

~testify that. the proletarien October revolution has been liquidated and that

the countér-revolution has: tr1umphed. Depending on the date of their departure
from Russia (1928-1937) and accordlng ‘to their srespective concepts, the1r
Judgements and commentarles are more or less uncompromlslng and severe.~.

" 9.= Let's summarize the main facts. After the exproprlatlon of private cap1tal
. by the revolutlonary proletariat another exprovriztion took place, that of the

revolutlonary proletarians by the new exploiting State. This second expropri a~
tion was accompanied, conditioned and- oxpressed by the bourgeois counterzrevo-

- lution which re-established the prineiple of class exploitation, that is to
- . say, again puts into opposition a minority of exploiters who.do not work but

dispose (without any control and without any restriction) of tho moans of pro-
Qduction and consequently of tho entire politicel power, tc the mejority of
proletsrlans and poasants who work and owh nothing but their labor power, who

.are deprived nct only of all political or economic power or control, but often
of the least ectnomic and political’ rlghts as well----

.Such is the fundamental character1st1c of all class soc1ety in general (slavery,

feudalism, capitalism) and of imperialist capitalism in particular. .This cha~
racteristic is at present identicael in ell countries, including Russia. We

. ghell also see the phenomena which distinguish present Russia from the other

capits llst States, it is n matter of socondary dlfferences and shades-

In Russia as elsewhere the workers are appendeges of the means of productlon
-workers are watched while work-
ing and searched when leaving. The superstructure, the ideologies, and class
consciousness. correspend to those of any society of capitalist exploitation. . -

The same thing is truo as far as all culturo, loglslatlon and’ ropresslon are
concerned.

10.- All forms of exn101tetlon (slaverj, sor fdom, monopoly and 1mpor1allst

capitalism) are to bc found in Russia, but 211 thoso forms arc domlnatod by the
hegemony of 1ntornatlonsl flnnnce capitelisme

" In abollshlng the d1ctatorsh1p of the- proletarlat RUSSIa could but revert to

the imporislist phase of capitalism. - The analysis of imperialism msde by Lenin
is absolutely applicable to present-day Russig. Speaking of tzarist Russia,

_Lenin proves that the letter, despite its backwardness, its. sem:~colon1aJ and

almost colonial character, despite the absence of a finance capiialism = cyoortn'
ing capital, was nontholess an. 1mper1a11st powor, bc1ng prrt of tho 1ntorra,1o-

nel chain of 1moor1nllsmo
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"The sams applles tofmodern Russia, with this d1fferences that the latter COMl=

- mands a much more developeu industrial base, colonizes Siberia, Iran, Mcngolla,
‘:;ntends to colonize the Near-East, China, and Eastern-Europe; that it has con-

"fcentrated all the means of productlon and exploltatlon in the hands of the
";exploltlng state-, . _ —

Present Russia’ w1th more glgantlc means than tzarlst Russla cont1nues, aggra--

j*vates and” deepens effectlvely and consclously ‘the 1mper1a11st forelgn and dom-
Test1c ‘policy of tzarisme : -

1ll.- Collectlve property a8’ far as 1t Ais. the property of the worklng majority
'does not exist in’ Russlao Tt exists as Mcollective" .property of the exploiting
' ;mlnorlty. We. have to do w1th an accentuated from of modern capitalism, a pos-
'j'slble ‘but avoidable form, a form, predicted, by. Marx,.and Engels (se :the ‘Anti-
Duhrlng) ‘and f0ted by Lerin in meny instences. (see the.last:volumes iof the com-

jplete ‘works)e 'This form of exploltatlon and 0ppresslon is known under the
_.name oft State C&pltallsmu_ \ . . :

,‘12-- All thesc facts dotermlne our revolutlonarv defe&tlst posltlon in Russla-

" Russia 1s not only a vory, 1mportant link:in, the 1nternatlonal inperialist chain,

but also’s gendarme recognized by world 1mper1a11sn in Burope and-Asias. This
'recognltlon does not exclude but 1ncludes .deep dlfferences hetween -the; Anglo-

" American powers and Rus31a- . These’ dlflerences ‘are. of an 1mper1allst nature and
express the' competltlon amono the robbers. "Tq interpret. them: as ideological
(differences means to dece1ve and disorient the working class. The left wing
of the Russian, Trotskyltes, a. pretty. stronv wing which includes: the most: active
and ‘most decided elements), ("m111tant Bolshevlks") has. broken with defensisme
With them we fight for the defeat of the new Russian immerialism, the gendarme
.. of world 1mpor1allsm, the ‘expcutioner, the exploitor-and oppressor -of the -

'TRusslan workers, the. gravo-dlgger of the Russiany Spanlsh Chlnose, and German.
rcvolutlon, in short, of the. world revolutlon--;

Consequently an abyss separates the deﬂ:nmsts from the defeat1sts, th1s is no
longer an academic question but the most burning question at present- For or
v agalnst the continuation of the. massacre on the: hastern front, for or against
the defeat of “the m111tarv d1ctatorsh1p 1n Mogcow.-as: elsevhere, for or ‘against
"the liberation of 15 million deported proletarlans, for or ‘against the revolt
of the famished and’ bloedlng me.sses. who agpln and again are thrown into the

battle for tho glory and’ vlctory of .a reglme end .a.system which roprescnts the’
. domlnstlon of tho class encmy.’ Lo

Defen51sm or defeatmﬁmxln Russla are f1nally summarized in the questlonl
tr1umphant counter revolutlon or wonld proletar1an revolutlon-

1944

"R E E: OLUT 1 oN oW T H E~ R U s s I A N Q U B s T 1 0 N

Lle= In the absence of an’ autonomous, proletarlan organlzatlon, the crushlng of
v,the left oppositions by the. Stalinist faction of “the Russian CP {Bolsherik).
was the termlnatlon of the countér= revolutlon- As a matter of fact it meaat -
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the decisive victory of a. pr1v1leged ggg;al_laygg.flghtlng for the consollda-
tion of its privileges over the last remnant of proletarian power. It proved
the impossibility of realizing socialism in a single country, in accordance

~with the predictions of Lenin and. Trotsky- The counter-revolution, strenghth-
- ened afterwards by the physical destruction 'of the vanguard end the totel sup-

pression .of the Sovsts, has liquidated the workers State and has subst1tuted a

political form corrospondlng to tho now social relations.’

. 2¢= The fall of the dlctatorshlp of the proletar1at, suppres51ng even the

Teast workers' control over the collective property, realizes the ‘econpmic ex-
propriation of the proletar1at on the one hand, and -on the other hand realizes
collective property of, the dominant .classs The Juridical fictions about, pro-
perty, the illusions of the masses, the technlcal character of planning ‘and

* the speed of accumulatlon do not in the least change the. fact that State capi-
“tal, in all its forms (money, materlal, marchandlse) functlons as g means of .

extracting surplus value for the beneflt of the - consumption. and- accumulation
of the dominant and exploltlng class Thls ‘exploitation, independently of

- private accumulation and its. mode .of transmlsslon (inheritance), is sufficient

to define Russia (not Sov1et Russla) as a boutrgeois society in which capitalist
contrad1ctlons develop 1ncreas1nglyt Pauperization of -the proletariat parallel

to0 the scope of the product1ve forces through the further development of bour-

”6015 norms of d1str1butlon-;

3e= Stallnlst 1nternal and external pollcy since the counter-revolutlon cannot
be characterized as centrist (zlg-zags), it is on the contrary the consequent
expresslon of .thé interests of the new bourgeoisie in its.struggle against -the

revelutionary Russ1an and werld - proletarlat. This .strategy interprets the al=-

- liance of the RusSian burocracy’w1th the world.bourgeoisie despite the inevit-

able compet1tlon which opposes thHe "USSR" to lone or the cther imperialism in
turn; financial exports (approprlatlon of Suez stock 1944) are testimony to’
the fact. that the structure of Bussia doos not separate it. from the last stage
of cap1ta11sm8 1mper1a11sm-, Structural ass1m11atlon of annexed countries

(SE- number 4-5 of "IVth I-") when it occurs, ,is not a new form of revolution,
a substitute for proletarian revolution, it is a violent form of capitalist

conquest and- concentratlon, it has no other meaning than that taken by the -in=

ternal Tight against pr1vate property since 1927, 1t is the colonlal counter- -
part of th1s f1ght.

4-- Whlle Stallnlsm is but the polltlcal Weapon of 1mper1a11sm, the "Red" army
is only 1ts.m111tary weapon which continues its policy by its own meesns: ware

‘..Every victory 'of the ‘burocracy in the imperielist war increases ‘the' exploita=

tion of the Rugsish proletariat and world counter-revolutionary forcess. Thus
the Russ1a proletarlat and the world’ proletariat have an absolute interest in
f1ght1ng~£or “the def-eat -of Russian imperialibsm which is bound to the defeat of
all other 1mper1a11sm, this, in war time, is the 1nd1spensable condition for

proletarlan revolutione Thorefore it is necessary for & Marxian Russian party

to engage in the class struggle aiming at the-destruction of the burocratic

state and the establishment of- the dictatorship of the-proletariat. on the ‘basis
of increased productive forcess Revolutlonary defeatism is. but the consequent

form taken during ‘the 1mper1a11st war by the. permanent class struggle that ‘the -

proletarlat has to wage against the Stalinist State (economic strikes, strikes

;in the army, 1nsurrectlonary strikes, c1v1l war for the Belzure of powor)e:




. -INTERNATIONAL NEWS . ' o \

Page 6

5:= One of the causes of the defeat of the proletarian opposition in Russia

hes beenh its domination- by Trotskyisms -The dominant burocratic. social composi-
tion of the latter has' evidently kep it ‘from characterizing its own defeat as
-the defeat of the proletariat, and on a world scale, from characterizing
Stelinism as the :expression of Russian State capitalism. The leadership of .
the Trotskyite movement has nearly always bolonged to its right wing, excluding
'ihe seceding elemonts, called -ultra-leftists including the Revolutionary -
Communists, that is the representatives of the proletariate. Trotskyism ex-
presses the interests of a frustrated:and discontented fraction 0f the buro=-
cragys . E S : SR

- 8.s.In the Trotskyite struggle ageinst Stalinism, this structure has determined
the intense us¢'of the weapon of reformist criticism, but without a real,effort
to change it into armed criticisms thus "political opposition™ wes substituted
for. revolutionary déefeatism; thus personal’ litérary activity.was substituted
for the- inmediate ‘material.struggle of the massese .After. having contributed -

through- passivenocss,. to the stabilization of Stalinism,. Trotskyism invents
-the cona@lingfufppig'ofﬁStalinfS'?paralysis”-and_hié_éuiémati¢ fall, whether '
‘theré be-'a defeat or'a victory.. By .contributing to camouflage the ‘Stalinist
.counter=revolution to make:it look :like Msodialist edification", by calling

the magsds to tho "unconditional" defense of thé falsely called "soviet" union,
Trotskyism has ‘done evorything to block the class struggle road to the Russian,
foreign-and colonial proletariat; to idealize Stalinism, to weld the masseéjto
the world counterrevolutionary leadership, to insurd.the crushing of Trotskyism
~itself nnd the failure of its so-callkd Fourth Internationals. The workers
have never understodd, and rightly: so; that they should be asked to fight "
against the exterral political organ 6f ‘the State by the very ‘people who pro--. -
~claim it to be & workers State, a Soviet State, a socialist. State, sxcept in
the interest of their cliqueesel That is the mystery, - we have not gone into’ .
it very deeply - of ‘the "mistakes", of the verbal dilettantism, the "inability",
the numerical weskness, the: non-proletarisn composition. of:the Trotakyite

Fourth Intérnational, which, by thé way, was founded:after the deféat on a
world scale of the proletariats - . . T Lo

Te=The ddntradictb:y'bhéraétér'of_Trotskyism is:e:

in the opposition of two concepts of revolutioni

1) the proletarien revolution characterized invits‘pure-form'and extent by

the Marxian theory of the permenent Revolution;. defined by Ls Trotskys; '

- 2) the burocratic revolution from the top and from.the - outside by "Red Army"
Stalinisnm’'and characterized as "structural assimiletion™ by the SE (therefore . -
dofonse of the annexaticng of the "USSR"s..after the ‘fact)s -The second concept
includes the destruction -of the vanguard and the real organs of the dictator- -
ship of the proletariat (Wilno soviet). " In fact, it idomlizes the Rusgien
‘cepitalist structures © - . B S PR T '

. xpressed with particular clarity

. s N ¢ Gy -

§;:mpis idea}izaticn impregnates the Trotskyite program and-is manifested :
particulerly in the "transitory" claim for the "hationalization® -of the most
concentrated capital by the bourgeois state. Bt this bourgeois nationali-
“zation, though technically progressive;’ is the supreme anti=working class wea-
pon of the bourgeoisies The latter, tends evérywhere toward. accomrlishing its
“fusion with its own Staté and to identify it self with the. burocracys (nation=

alizatigna are beiﬁg'prgpgred_ahd%aecdmpliéhéd by De Gaulle, Mussolini).

’ . .
.

dictatorshipt .
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We havo hbre, in the eﬁd;ia_bourgéois approximation to Stalinism; concentra-

tion nnd total armament of the bourgeoisie in & period of civil ware

.-The measure of the Feformist reactionary character of the bourgeois "na- |
ticnalizaetion" is given by the opportunism of the English Workers Inﬁernational
Leszue ("Verite" of the POI., supplement to the .August 1943 issue s ‘Accord-.

- ing to these_rightwing.Troiskyités;.df whom the POI approves wit hout .reserva-

. . .

“tion, the application of thé nationalization, central thems-of a completely

reformist and social-patriotic program, would justify putting the.English and
Europoan proleotariat into the sorvice of "purified" English imperialism.for

the ptoéecptibn'ofﬂthévwaf, _

This is but & caricatured fdrmqéf'the'abandohment,of revolutionary defeatism -

in the "democratic" countries and-the countries allied to Russiae Whet is left -
of "Bolshevism-Loninism" in this, -or even of hostility against‘tbggstgllnlst

. 10.-The. lack of consequent Marxian‘analjsis:whichquuld have armed a real

Tnternational during the. world crisis and the revolutionary -eruptions’ previous
t0 1939 was the'main ‘cruse of the counter-revolufion, which in turn was the -
cdndition'for~thdﬂsécond.imperialist wars While this war isjinffulltliquid-
ation, its transformation into civil. wer occurs very.slowly. Once more the

" inevitable world revelution risks being dofeated. Nothing'is being done to
. dissuado the workers from their illusions about the "Russians"s  The’ Trotsky= -

ites:aro the first to proclaim thet annexation.by the "USSR"-is’structural

- @ssimilaticn to socimlisme The most advanced workers hope for a passive rev-

olution from the.top, which they delegate -to Stalinm, his army and:-his’partiess -

Under thesé ¢cnditions the supreme political obstacle for:the working class' .:
becores the Trotskyite slogan of "unconditional defense of the USSR", which is’
an academic disguisc for a policy of treason, the mobilization of the workers -
in the service of Russian imperialism, the'idealization of the counter<revolu--
tionary Russian Army ("The flags of the Red Army will be joined to our red
flags"s Vorite. of the-PCI number. 2)4 therafore the :strengthening of the im-:
perialist front against the Russian and world proletariate

11.-At this decisive memont .when the future of the world revolution'is in ‘the -
balénce,.the "Revolutionary Communists" are determined to.fight £ill -the end-

. to win over all the advanced workers to the eseential points ‘of. Marxism-

Lenifiism in the period of Stalinist counter-revolution. -Only in this way'
will it be possible to build a revolutionary Communist- Internationel. -

Y
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IS THE SOVIET UNION CAPITALIST?

. o - A Few Comments on the Matorlel by the RKD

The essonce of the two documonts of the . =~ RKD that we have puhlished'can

be summarized in the followings

1< "The proletariat, exploited and work1ng maJorlty cannot abandon
its political pcwer w1thout los1ng its economic power at the seme -

instant. : :

%Sincs. the actuel suopresslon of the sovlets, that is to sey the

prcletarian state, the political and ‘economic power of the prole="

© tarinat has been supprossed ell at once."

. 3= The NEP.started tho ccunter-radvolution in 1923 and the "crushlng
.-~ of the left opposltlons {in 14¥28) by tho Stalinist fraction of

the Russian CP was the ‘termination of the counter-revolution."

The Soviet Union is a capltallst state which follOWs an 1mper-

ialist policy.

Such is the eseence of the present revisionist position of the RKD. Nothlng
here is really new. As a matter of -fact the Bordlghlsts have held to such a
atheoret}cal position for a- long timo. Tho implications of this thaory is far:
reaching indeede - Its logical conflusion can .only be thnt capitelism is still

capable of giving-impetus to the piroductivs yrocess, that it.can siill unleash

productlon from the fetters imposed ugen 3%, that it cen still play =a progress=
. ive role in history.

Burnham, it mist be rememberod started with a sUMuwhat
slmllar posltlon and was forced to ‘end up with his "Menagerial Revolution."

.

4

ﬂfWe are - not, of course, accusing the comrades of the RKD of such a devolopmento
" As a matter of fact thoy still stand close to us on most of the major ques-
tions of the day; so far as we knows But politics has its own logic and ons
principled error if extended cen only lead to a complote .‘break witil Marxisme

Let us hope that on the basis. of political - discussion these: comrades can agaln' .

be brought around to a correct posltlon on this SUbJO"ta

WHAT IS A PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIONT

: A Proletarian Revolution ig not a 81ngle act of the selzure:of state p@ner,
although such seizure of power is e mejor part of the PPOCESS of Proletarian
'Revolutlon- The Proletarian Rovolution is a process through which capitelis®é -
production. for prof1t is replaced by production for use and whereby the éx-
ploitation of man by men is progressively.replaced by a common socisl exploi=
“tation of the forces of production thercby loading ovoutually %o the liquid-

- ation of the instrument of class oppression, the Statos Tho Proletarian .
: Revolutlon, however, is a GONTINUOUS procass whichs S :

a= Must deepon and de?elop intornally. T ‘ :
b- Must carry out some of the progresslve tasks stlll outstandlng
from the bourgsois revclution. : _ , .
c= Must sproad internationally. - i ' :
Failure of the Revoluticn:to spreed 1nternatlonally will of course hindor 1ts
' development 1nternale. That is more true of.the Proletarian Kevoluticn than
ahy other, but it was likowise true-of other Revolutlonso The failuro ¢of “he

Napoleonic invasions of central and eastern Europe undoubteﬂly hindered the
world-w1de development of capltallsm.
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The "failure of the Proletarlan Revolution in three dozen revolutionary sltua-
tions since 1918 has led to the degeneration and decline of the Soviet Union.

.The voint at issue however is3

WHAT IS THE CULMINATING POINT AT WHICH TH WORKERS STATE IS'T3ANSFORMED'BACK L
INTO A CAPTT/LIST STATE! : o L -

For the Bordlghlsts and for the RKD ths expulslon of the léftiwpposltlon .
(Trotsky) from the Communist Intornational was such a culminating P°1nt"s.9r
us the expulsion:bf tho Marxist left oppos1tion was only/PART/Of & process
which has not yet been completed. : : S .

For_tho RKD the - culmlnatlon p01nt ls reached ‘when certaln POLITICAL chagges fon-
ogeur- -"when thg’ proletarlat is deprivod of- DIRECT .COMTROL over the sta e; . or._
us the.culmination point.is reached when & forcaful counter-revolution nEONoMIG
only destroys the political vestigos of.the’ October Revolution.but. its B .
roots as welle Economlcs, for us, 1s the declslve factor ln.thc hiStPr?°9l, '
precess-* = . . L : ol

'The dispute is not scademic. The whole sclence of NarXIam is at stakeo l?e
rgro-being:told by the RKD that: ceonomics was.tho  dotermining factor: ina

history UP TO NOW, but since tho October Revolution in Russia the determlnlng
factof there is now-POLITlCS- Ve cannot - subscribe-to & posltlon whlch throws
h1stor1cal materlellsm completely out of the winoow‘ : S

TLE POLITICAL CRITERIA '

Let ug: look a llttlo closera Thefgtgte is ah 1nstrument of the rullng classTh
‘at all timese But the forms cf statec' vower are ‘as 1imitlcss as tho' starse 8

~ forms will: ‘depend on-the- specific. gravity:of the class struggle et the ‘moment 3

how evenly are tho contending classes. of. soclety mntched, how shPrp is the open
strugglea Pnd, whet 1s the level of economy. ~ . o,

What“ére tae roots of Stallnlst burocracy, o@iiho v1c10usnes: 2nd terz;r of th1s
- n
tote powor?! We sre deeling hero with an ISOLLTED workers State - with a
isilatgd PROLETARTAN REZVOLUTION ¥/ITH A POLICY ‘OF BUILDING SOCIALISH IN ONE :
'COUNTRY, in otker words, which moves ferward in scme’ resnects and moves. back-

' does not cont1nue it-
ward in the major respects . It is a ‘Revolution which:
- self adequetely by extonding-itself:cutward; thereby it creates an internetional .

relationship.of class forces. extremely’ adverse 40 the Revclution itselfs This
adversity =~ reflected 1ns1de the Soviet'Union ~:crestes the ¢ircumstances which

- forces the revisicnist regime in the-Boviet Unlon to. take such terrlbla toll

in the. populatlon 1n oroer to defend 1tself- . i

H1story is. fllled w1th many such examples of States thpt take V1gorous actlon
ageinst thoir own. classe Engels and Lenin both dealt with this phenomena.
froquently. Marx gave sn excellent exemple of it in the “lBth‘BTVﬁvwv°£°£
Louis Bomaparte". In. order to: atip:mpttd.défend its HISTORICAL 'intorests = -
stete may have to -take DIRECT action ageinst mejor mechions of its own’ cl;ss-
The absolute.Monarchs-had:to do:soe- L0u18 Napoleon,had 1o do 80+ There have
heen_countless‘other examples»:; - SRR g

’
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_ an entirely. different axis, one of World Revolutiona

e T e S
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Is the Proletarian Stete different from any of theso others in thi's respect?

According tc the RKD thoy are. But ¥hy! ©So long as there are states the state

will be subject to the pressure’ of thé class struggles Is the Proletarian _
- subject to such pressure?! O coursé it ise The fact is that the Proletarian

. Stats,; too, represents: the intorosts of tho ruling class ONLY IN THE HISTORICAL

SENSH. At any given moment in its development it may.be taking stringent

messures agairist its own class -~ partlcularly whon the world relationship of
-class forces is adverse as 1t 1s Nnowe :
. *"W —,

KL different leadersh1p in vhe Soviet Union, w1th a Marxlan program, would have

It would have an ent1rely
‘different pfugrem within the .Soviet Unian, one of eonstantly raising the

standard of living of the proleteriat and oppressed and at the same time closing -
the gap in differences in ircome. Such 8 leadership, such a subjective factor,
would in itself be a focel point in changlng the world OBJECTIVE situation,-
thoreby altoring the internal s1tuat10n in the Sov1et Unlonlas wcll-_.

)

But Stsllnlsm leads the Proleterlnn ‘Revolution BACKWARDS « . It has not COMPLETEEY

11qu1dated the Revclutlon.'

!

Just consider the fundamental thcoretlcpl problems posed by the Russlan question!

la Ig it pOsSlble for a stato of soc1ety to ex1st BETWEEN capltallsm and

the Dictatership of the. Proletarlet

Are thore-two.or three decisive indepondent forces in Soc1ety1 Is
Stelinism a new phencmenon, a new class?! Was Merx wrong in his
Communist Manifesto, when he cleimed there wore only two decisive

classes in society, or was ‘there something of mPJOT importance that
he did not understand cr visualize?

3- Can there be n PROGRESSIVE eccncmic order, one openaied on the
. basis of planned plenty and growth, rather than organlzed planned

scarcity nnd retirement’ of the mosns of production - can there
be such an order that is NOT a Sccialist crder? If sc, then

Nomad and the technocrats and Burnham rro correct and Merxism.is all
wrongs

Are there two types of soc1allsm, dem“crqtlc end totalitarian?
And if sc, is totalitarian sccizlism a kin. of fascism, equally
" vilo and venomcus? '

5= Can power beo rchioved by the oroletarlpt peacefully’ Does

- violence alwnys lead to Stelinism? Is "Leninisu" a blood re=
~lation of. Stalinism? Can a counter—revolutlon be ach1eved
peacefully, with mere polike measures?

Is the state renlly en instrument of the rullng class, as Lenin
_polnted out, or can there be states which serve all classes or-

. states which serve no classes, except the burocratlc state na~
chines?

6

© If there can be an econoriic order BETWEEN cap1talls3 and the Dictatorship of

the Proletariat, which sdvances the productive machine, then we as revolution-
".ists ars bound to support it.

Furthermore, we are forced to conclude that
other clessos beside tho proletarlat can be and in frct aroe progressive -

whether they be the "manegerial class", the "technocrat class” y otcs Our

concentration on organizetion of theé proletariat, here in the U. S. ns well a8
_elsewhore, would thus be an outmoded or false str?tegy-

glaring illness.
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The "Russian qucstion" is tho most difficult social problem ever posed, pre-

cisely bocause of the arrested proleterian revolution, moving backward and dom-
~innted by a re~ctionary cliques Too rmny poople reke rash, quick and "new"

DISCOVERIES iBOUT THE SOVIEY UNION evcryday. If you chock any of theso

.“theorles“ youwill find that fow, 1f any -of them, doel sclent1f1cally W1th
_Sov1et economlcs.. : . :

THE ECOhOMIC CRITERIA

Let us look 1nto the economlc‘crltorle. Caplﬁilsm is a decadont econonic

gysten wnlch is based on pr1vate approprlatlon, wage lnbor, and productlon for.

the market s

Tho bnslc s1cknoss of capltallsn is overproductlon of both goods and capital-
Tho inability of the -capitalist systeri to rcinvest.its liquid caoltal in the
preductive process duripg the 1mperlellst staGe of capitelism is its’ mo&t

It therefore 'has to. search constantly for new markets and
sphores of 1nfluence. :

’

' The'crls;s of'ovkrproduction'creates not ‘only a sharbenod struggle with the

proletarien but a constant cenflict within the ruling class as welle The f/

.ruling.cless finds it impossible to unite nermanently ageinst its main enemy,
the prclotariat, and consequently a staze is rerched when the bourgeoisie can -

no longer.rule by the old means, when thoy are hopelossly torn with conflict,

and when it beccmes possible for the proleterlet to 1ntens1fy its strucgle
and make a bid for power._

Let us take just these five. maJor character1st1cs cf caoltallsn and see how.’
they apply to the Soviet Unione
1~ Private appropriation. STATE appropriation is stlll the rule in the
Soviet Unione The burocracy steals a very large portion of the pro-
duce of the stato, but the state as a whole aporopriates the products
“of . labor ‘and the major section of it remains with the state as such.
- It is neither like laisgsez-fairoc capitalism, nor "stato" capitalisme .
- Privete appropriestion is very limited in Russims In the major sec-
tors of industry and trado it is rion-existonts. The stete still has
.a monopoly of imports and exoorts, of foreign investments (which are
small and almost negligible compered. to the investments of capltellst
.. - stetos), of reilroads and all other industry. . - g
2- Wege .labor. Remuneration for labor power wns orlglnally set by the
‘state not on the basis of .the value of labdbr power/but in line with
- productivity of society as a whole. Stalinism has yerped this pro-
cess probably more than anycther .and hes lnquestion bly discriminated
ageinst the lower paid workorse On this questicn it must bo admltted:l
unequivocally that the. Revolution has made vory little progress. '
" 3= Production .for the Markets . There is no doubt that" soviet economy’
doos not at.all follow the laws of capltullst ceconomys As a matter
.. of fact, Soviet foreign trade has fallen to oné-third. of tho trade
- of l9l3, while its total production:hasrincreasod to twelve times
that of 1913 (these are 1940 figures). The comradgs of the RKD must -
tell us how a "capitalist" country REDUCES its world trade deliber=
ately and-yet has a gigantic INCREASE in production, without an in--
ternsl crisise Either Marx and his laws of capitelist economy were’

incorrect, or the Soviet Union 1s not a ca 1ta11st ztee Theore are
no other ‘alternatives. 3 s% - ST T

&
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4- OVexproéuctlon of capital and goods. On this question , too, there is
little room for argument. Reinvestment of liquid capital in the pro=-
ductive process within tho Scviet Union, SINCE 1928, has truly been

. phonomenal. There arepno'large,surpluses'in_the-banks that must
either be shipped sbroad or becomo a helter around the neck of the
-economys Tho basic evil of cap1ta11sm, OVERPRODUCTION, is non-exls-
tent in the Soviet Union.
> The conflict within the bcurge01s1eo Accordlng 6o the RKD we are to
" believe that "capltallsm" in Russia hes been able to UNITE THE WHOLE °
" CAPITALIST CLASS. This is an 1mposs1b111ty under capltallsm. ‘In fact
the opposite process is truoe. 4 . : '

- The questlon will undoubtodly be ralsedt "what about State Cap1tallsm"t Well,
‘what: about it? Does State Capltallsm (which 1nc1dentally is only a theoretical
possibility in its extreme form) ‘does’ State Capitalism eliminate Privats
appropriaticn. No, it doesn't. "It gives tho capltallsts bonds ins ead “of
- stockse The capitalists got a specific rate of profit (interest) cn these
" bends end the state stands for the losses. There is nc-such phenomensa.in the .
8cviot Union, although it must. be. admittbd thet the bonus systems: 1v>n to
managers ropresent the enbryo of private appropriations Does :Stety Supitalism
.chenge the irpcrtance of the “market for cepitalism; does it ellmlnate over-
productlcn’ No state capltallsm has all the Vvices of pr1vate cnpluallsm- -
The Sov1et Unlon, on the contrary, is relatlvoly free from such v10e3o It is
net beset by the dangers of ovaerproductions It has not hed since 1928 an

- econcmic crisis. It has nect beon driven’by. the. basic neot of merkets end spherest

~of influénce. Tts whole diroctien is 1nward rpther than outwardc - Its whole.
.motion is ccipletely different from that:cf. cenltallsn. It is the ‘only coun=

4ry -in the world which has really BASICALLY altored 1ts econCmy in the last
tWenty f1ve years- _ . . :

THE: ()THER' Sle '*'OF" 'TH'E HP"'I'CTURE :

It would be senseless, of course, to rest the case here. The degeneratlon of
tranS1tlog gsociety in Russig has been reflected not just in politics but in
economics as weélls. There have been.breaches in- prlvate property.- PRIMITIVE
accumuletion of capital has been permlttod. There are hundreds. of- thousands
of poople in Russia with: ‘hogrds of’ money Whlch they. gannot- re-invest in the
productlve process today but whlch ‘they hope to invest .as soon as ‘a counter~
revolutlon is successful end’ prlvate approprlatlon is agein legalized. These.
‘péople are EMBRYO capltallsts- They bear a certain similerityte the foeudal
lords whom Marx “doslt Wwith in the’ Ilrst volume of Capital as galnlng a prim- -
itive accumulntlon of cap1tal as Y result of the "enclosures".

Prlvate property 1tself has been legellzed 1n lend- Even cortaln rlghts of in-~
“héritance are agaln legalo But the mejor economlo bulwarks of October still
stand. They aro undernlned by polltlcal and other rotten underpinningse
changes in 'divorce. and. marrlege, changes ‘in the stetus of the Church, changes

in’ the governmental form of rule, etcoetc. ‘The whole facade. will soon cither
fall completely or be rebullt» . Co s

But the patlent is merely 31ck- He is not yet DmAD. Thereln lies the dif= ,4
ference botween Marxlsm and ultra—lef ism on- th1s polnts

: agents within the ch1et Unlon.
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WHAT ABOUT THE SUFFERINGS

No one will dispute the fact thnt the people of Russia live under tyranny,
emongst the worst in historye. But thrt in itself is not the decigsive criterias
It means that Strlinism hes lost its mess base to such a point taat it must .

take the most stringent measures to keep itself in power; that the pressure.

of world capitalism from without .and the class struggle within the Soviat

Union has narrowed Stalinism's roots in the masses to such a point-that it can )

_ only maintein hegenoney over the Stpte by we of an open dlctatorshlp-

That is the political s1gn1f1canceo Fron the point of v1ew of revolutionists
we are naturally horrified and opposed to all thise Obviously something is
wrong-; Obviously something is moving in the wrong direction, but the question
is has it already crossed the line back to capitalisme 'No economic or Marx-
ian criterla can establish any such contentlon.l

e THE No Eo P,

.

"It seems to us thet the comrades of the RKD have a very mechanlcal approach to

the whole-problem. It is nowhero as cloarly put forth as on .this question’ of .

" the New Economlc Pollcy, 1ntroduced in 1922-23.

Isolated from the world depr1vod of one-third of 1ts European, terr1tory and
more than three-quarters of its industry, and torn by three years of civil wer,
the Soviet Union was forced to make a retreats It had to got the whoels of
trade started by permlttlng orlvate trede to flourish’ ag ne. That was the NEP.

But re-1ndtroduct10n of private trade was c1rcumscr1bed by the contlnued state
control over the MAJOR sectors cof oconomy, exports and imports, reilroads,
benks, heavy industryy etce Lenin mede & retreat bvackward in order to meke .
‘e fow steps forward later. - And, as a matter of fact, private trade lasted for -

five years and then was llquldated. All spheres of trade are now either owned
or controlled by the state- ' :

To charactoerize the NEP therefore, as the beglnnlng of the counter-revolutlon
is mechanism of the worst sort. ‘Mo procéss in life ‘goes forward in a stra1ght
linc. Errors, concessions, gnd: .difficulties meke the line somewhst Jagged-

So long as the thing moves upward, however, that is sufficiente  In the Soviet
Union NEP was only an incident in a whole process thaet was LIQUIDATING, not
establlshlng, capitelisme It wes a departure from the genéral path made neces=
sary by c1rcumstences, but it was not a funcamental oeparture-

_The polltlcal llquldatlon of the Left Opposition was & neil in the’ cofflu of

the Revolutione. .So were hundreds of other actions of the Stalinist burocracys = -
But the Revolution can be ended only by COUNTER rovolution and a complete change

in PROPERTY RELATIONS. Such g change has NOT occured yeot, although all things
in the Soviet Unlon ere mov1ng in that dlrectlon-v .

THE PRACTICAL SIDE | | ’

We ‘of thie I.Ca Cs are opposed to Stallnlsm. We are for the defense cf the
Soviet Union against world . imperialism from without end 1ts Stelinist and other
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More than even before, the Worklng-class must now. un1te in its.own self-defenseo

l .
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Wo are opposed to material aid to the Sta11n1st regimey such as Trotsky favored.

We stete unecu1vocally that W1thout g defeat of the burocracy the Revolutlon
. cannot be defended.

We were for organlzatlon of Workers m111t1a and sov1ets 1n the cities and towns
YT-. . on en independent working class basis, in opposition to Stelinisms We are fa

marching separately from and str1k1ng togethor with. Stalinist forces agalnst
. - the imperialists where the.condi. tions meke such a strategy feaslbleg We were
i . not opposed to strikes against Sta11n1sm- Wo call :or th? arrestf:ierzeand This must be & key-note for all revolutlonary workers in their uncemsing
} “Stallnlst officers in the Red, Army and for the éleetion o n:w zi tiom .nd efforts to bring about this working class unity. For, the world béurgeoisie
o proclemation-qf an 1nternat10nalist pollcy- We call for fratermizetion end Hes launched what is likely to be)the most prolonged and ultimately the blood-
W" - for extendlng the October. Revolutions PR L ﬁ T iest attack against the workers R%e world has ever seons
| - Unquestlonably the GOmrpdea of the RKD subscrlbe to these viewss. But we - ‘differ

i . . on one important point. ~We are oppcsed to deserting the front and letting

the 1mper1allsts into the Soviet Unione ‘We celled for ousting the burocracy

. end continuing the struggle against imperialism SIMULTANEOUSLY Wherever we.

~organized independent militie and Soviets WOuld be for using- those forces

- In the 1mmod1ately comlng perlod the capltallst world with the Unlted States

prov1d1ng its underlying driving force, will act with an ever-increasing cos
ordination and unity agalnst tho world worklng-class end -against Soviet Russiae
The cap1ta11st world is’ lready showlng this unity in its politicel moves ag-

. - ainst Russia, in its armed suppression of the colonial peooles and in its pro=-
A A against imperialism (end 1ncidentally agalns Stallnlsm too.)

S ’ posed international capltallst pollce forces . S E ig
i\‘ . . i , . X Ad4y]
o ’ In the Practlcal sphere the difforences with the RKD &re not qu1te as acute, . Thers &ro two rossons for this developmentl o S S ,
o howevery .as in the theoretical . sphere.: Both orgenizations were. ageinst Stel- o "1. The first is that the United States is now the strongest imperlallst
%%II . inism and egainst the appeasement policy (capitulation policy) of Trotskyisme =~ o
A

i .+ But %o accopt the ultra-left driteria for " 1abelling a soclety, es propounded N
L by the Berdighists previously end the RKD, would be fatals It would lay the - . 2+ The second reason grows from the first and is its.contradiction. It .

: road open to cempleto roestimate of imperialisme It would mean a ccmplete re- ~is’that tho U«Ss must now support theso floundering nations evenwwhlle .
o - v1s10n °f Marx's theory of. surplus value and h1stor1cal materlallsm- S ' ' objectivoly she drives thom toward bankruptcy and ruin.  For, the ruin
‘N ' S Y . which threatons thom also threatens the UeSs with one hundred times
i Furthermoro it would meen giV1ng up a POTENTIAL bulwark of the Norld Revolu- ) the intensity. Thoir ruin must. shakoe the whole structure of world.
i . tion without oven a striggles : B

. cap1tallsm and bring down the avelanche of. world worklng-class revolt-;'v o ,i%

‘nation on earth and has moved into or is moving into most .of the weak=- . .
- eor nations'. former spheres of trade, exploitation and ‘influencos o CoTe

Such ultra-leftisn would be. d1sasterous to the 1nterests of our class-l

o e s o oo S

=

Let us now exhmine 1n some detail how.this contradlctlon in. motlon'W1th1n cap—'
italism wmust drive it into further concerued attack ngainst the- working-classe
For, it is against this attack that the world's workers must organize under

“tho bannér of e revolutionary Msrxlpn leadershlp-—the only possible defonso
agalnst th1s attacke

‘(Notel This document is not a rounded thesls- ‘For-. a, much more extensive
treatment of the subJect see the Juna 1944'and January, May, and August 1945 )

e

T

S

America's 1mper1allst rggrossiveness during World War II has hed its 1nev1t-

able rosults: This the richest capitnlist nation on osrth hes omergod as the

unchallenged strongest capitalist nation on earth, with the largest air forcs,

ermy and navy in the capitalist world, in control of tremendous permeneint

bases from Alaska to South America and from Guam rcross Asia and BEurope ‘to.
fGermany and w1th these forces becked by the largest wer productlon cepaclty, }
P . S ' | tho United States now stands astride the earthe Since the turn of the century
| o T : R T L i I - it has boen evident that tho Unitod Stetes with its tremendous industriel
ST o B S I N potential would be driven by its inevitablo noed .for world: markets to- flght
T S TR T TR, . .~ @ Vith an ever-lncreaslng feroc1ty for this pesltlon.,

o, I ORI .o o .+ R Uncle Sem now stands in this positlon.
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"Leading British Far Eastern experts" are whimpering.that theyvcan "hope only ,
for crumbs from this Sino-Américe loaf" of Chinese trade and:markets, réports
an,Ame?icaﬁ Hews reporter in London (Fe Kuh in the Chicago Sun, va-14,‘45).

‘ In.his ﬁeéséée to Cbngresshbﬁ November 13, President‘Truman“expléined‘thai'mgst»

 of the UNRRA relief ($1,350,000,QOO).W@S destined for Phing. WManwhile-thq_
'UNFRA has issued fdrmal notic¢e. of positions open:on its.China staff for every

type of industrial ‘spetialist imaginable{from:ﬂiﬁ@ustriéliéiyi;'phgineer" to- 'j,
" "general sales menager".  And Chiang Kai-Chok, using American weapons, is beat-

_ing down any local opposition to American plans.

In Sumetre it was Dutch and American oxperts who inspected the oil refineries
of Standard-Vacuum end Royal Dutch Shells .~ . e
" Huge pormanent American air bases now stand in Karachi and Calcutta, India; in
-North Africa; in Greece and Germeny. ‘Through these bases and others in South
_ America and on the islends of the Atlentic and Pacific, the United States has
" a complete world tradé routé ‘girdiag the richést latitudes of the globe.

In‘the coming drive t6 consolidaté its Hold on the capitalist world .(and fin-
ally.to move into position to stamp out the transition economy of ‘the. USSR) the
Unitod Statos will now use its %fedehd@ué;économic weight and its newly gained.
* military and strategic might.. T : ' h

But--and here is tho dilemmat--~the triumph.of the overlords of American -cap-
ital must ‘evontually bring tho rest of world capitalism to unbolievable depths -
of pauperism and must finally end in the most titanic. struggle of slaves ag-
ainst mastors the world Hus over soens We need but to look at the starvaticn
and homelessness throughout Europo, the threst--yes, even the promise--of up-
rising in Italy- and Gormany, tho mass starvation in Indie, the food .raids on
Americen and J,panésé warcliouses in Japan, and--the most illustrative example
of all--the increased harshness of rationing on the British home islands?® then
we see what is in.store fer the future under capitalisme : -

Thus the Ue S» is. faced. with this contradictiens - It must move forward to dom-
inate the world market, stashing at its compétitors,: crowding them out and
finelly forcing them to ruin. . But the impending collapse of these rival imper-
iglist countries will precipitate a cheoa and .revolution which -even-the Stal=~
inists and other fekers cannot hold backs ‘ : : : '

Looking down the business end of this fact, American.capital has had to make

and is meking a substantiel effort to prop up competing imperialist countries
which it must eventually destroye. - Millions of. dollars, in non-wer "lend-lease":
" goods '(some of which, competed against American.goods on the market)y tho loans

to Britain and France, the now 50 million loan tep Hollend, the arming of tho -

police forces of these statés (Britain, France, Italy), the Bretton Wodds

- ngrooment s, - "relief" to pacify rewolution (Athens is now. the "best-fed city in
Europe™, reports an' American xewspaperman), and tho whole United Nations Organ-
ization to. consolidete these counter-revolutionary activities=-those aro a = .
measure of the Unitéd States effort in this.direction. = Comnter-revoaution, at
the moment, tekes precedence over competitione . B '

- world market, depression and starvaticn for the massos.e

_class finds working-cless rosistance ever mere irpepressible.

- strike wave .that the labor fakors a

‘Union and its warped but yet undestroyed

“the capitalist nations of the world are -solidifying and will
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.However, thnt is not the end of the dilemma for imoricen cepitalism, for with=-
in' this giant are tho same world contradictions multiplied by a thousande.. Dur-
_ing the wer, U. S. prodiuctive ceprcity wont far beyond the wildest predictions
~of capitalist bcosters. A nationnl income which was 70 billion dollers during
-the pregoerous yonrs of the nineteen-twontios becamo 160 billions during the
- wars. There are more machinos, more mills, more transport, greater tethnolog~
dcel refinementsj and the contradicticn of less and less lebor power being used
to produce lorc and more comr:oditios~=-this contradiction is‘greater in the
Amg?ican giant than in any?%&ﬁitaliét nations fnd no matter how successful is
its present frenzied grabdb fer world markets in which to dump-these ccmmodities
gnd surplus capital, it must scon face the culminetion.of this internal contra-
diction of capitalism--overproduction ang glutted markets,,paraljsis of the

‘ : _ : . This holocaust will
dgscen& upon the Ue S with groater force then upon any cther nation. = -

The Positidn.of:tho‘chict‘Unich'in_the'W6r1d Claéé‘StruggIe and;

- the Increasing Reacticnarinoss and impotency of the Stalinistse

‘Tho second great irperialist war has.eaded in a welter ¢f working class move- .

-'ment?.?owardvrevdlt,whiCH'have beon beaton without leadership, choked by
 Stalinist betrayals and.crushed by the cccupation armios or their puppet

polices But even with .all these agents nt -its beck and cnll the capitalist -
: ¢ The British .
”Army with neval support in the harbor is taking mere time %o capture the town
‘of Socrabaja in Java than the Japenese tcok to'capturé the entire Dutch East \.
Indies. With an estimated thiity to forty thousand casualties -and the river
choked -with the bodies of netive cead, the Javancse kept hurling.thémselVéé:
‘aBainst the Amgrican tanks and ertillery in-the Hends of British trocpse
‘Whilo dockworkers in Justralina and in Singapore refuse to load supply ships
to be used against the Javanese, Indo-Chinese irregulars repeat the Javanese
parformgnce against the French, Japsneso and British troops combined. ' Chiang
Kei-Chek, the American puppet, fights 80 million 'bandits" in Chinae In B
Celcutta angry mobs attack the courthouse where Indisn nationslists" Are on
triale In Palostine tho Jews revelt a ' '

. . gainst’ being cnce ageain the scape-goat
of capitelism. ‘

& Goneral Eisenhowor is forced tc anncunce that the poople of -
Germany are "one step short™ of organized resistance to the Allied occupation.
Us Ss Army officials in Romo wern thet "tho 1id will bo blown off" by the .
‘Italian workers whe still possess . "amazingly lerge quantities" of guns and
armunition but no foocd nand no worke And in the UeS. itself it is swept with

by re desporately trying to keop from be-
coring a general strika. Lo S L R

Like & red backdrop to the whole scene o

S Warpe , Octover property relstiens. The
gFegier the inttensity oflthe world class siruggle, the greater is the possi-
bility of the Ss U. becoming the base for .worid revolution. Thus¥ once' again

o9 LAl ) S _ continue to sol=-
1d;fy into an increasingly deterizined bloc against the S.U. °

Recent events serve to illustrate this?

The Stalinist attempt to form "frienily" capitalist

: ! goﬁernments.in Russia's
border stgtes, against Anglo~American oppositione C :
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f this world struggle stand the Soviet
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'” The course of the worklngclass vnnguard is aoparont.
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The Stalinist diplomatic drive to gaLn outlets from southern Russia to the seae

- The sharply divided rule of Germany, Austria and Korea.

The alarnm with which the capit al1st world greetod the announcement of e Sov1ot

navy . )

The Anglo-American use of the atom1c bomb secret-as e bargeining polnt agalnst
the Soviet Unione . R S o

The unilateral Americen rule of Jppan and the Russian boycott of the Allied
‘Far Epstern Control: Comnlsslon. I . :

'These confllcts and the . fact that in t1e Un1ted Natlons Organlzatlon ‘the Soviet

Union finds itself now a minority of one, stem from the basic capltallst ne=

. cessity to enc1rcle and evertually attack the Sov1et Unlon.

Tho Stallnlsts becomo more and more allenated from the masses as the class

. gtruggle intensifiess  This fact is illustratec in Hungary and ‘Austria where
-_durlng recent olsections thov lost the urban vote. In Ttaly the Stallnlst party

is split and losing membership because its party hequ contlnue to serve active-
ly in tho counter-revolutionary bourgeols govornment, In the French government’
with the largest. nopulﬂr vote behind thcm they bow %o the rlghtest rule of
DeGaulles : In China’ they bow their- 1eeds to Ch1ang S axey DY such treachery

to tho Worklnvclass as uhOlr poll01ng of Shanvhaa untll the arrivel of Allied

trooos. j

The same dynamlcs w1th1n.cap1 alism which now 1ntens1f1es the class struggle'
also.. seperates the Stalinists from the worklng class and mekes them 1ncapable
of ‘ever being anything but a tool in the hands of the bourgeoisie. It is not
difficult ‘to see whys ~They "defond" the S+ U. by "cleverly" maneuverlng one

_ capltallst state against the othors. They allV themselves. with one .section of

the world bourgeoisio against tho. others” In s6 d01ng the are -forced to f1ght
$or capitalism against the revolutlonary impulses o6f the worklnc class. With
their holp cap1tallsm Temginsi - But .s0 long as CapltPllsm remplns it must attack
the S+Us ,This attack, ‘or threat of it, prompts the Stalinists to repeat this

process-—flghtlng for. one, section: of capltallsm- And, again they back farther

away fron tlic revolutlonary prolctarlat—-the onlv capable and p0s81ble defenders
of the S. Uo ' . . ‘

Thc Task of the Worklng Cless and 1ts Party

This draw1ng tcgether of the 1nternatlonal bourveols1e agalnst the world work-.

‘ingclass is a tenuous one flowing from the basic contradictions in capitalismise

The fnpepressiblo tcnslons, ‘the fierce 1ntcrnet1~npl competitivoness vhich lies

~ just below the surface and pops-up hero and there to. embarrass their unity of"

action--these very - contradictions will: soon destroy it. TIt- is based on the

" present s1tuatlon in history and cannot lﬂst es it is nounded by. 1ncreas1ng

rekistence from the Worklngclass.

It is tc organize itsoelf
into e world revolutionnry party in defense against the mounting attack.of the -
world bourgeoisie upcn the worker mgsscs £nd upon. the Soviet Union. Only- when
such a party exists within the w0rk1ngclass Wlll it be capable cf smashing world

-capltal“sm—-sendlng 1t in disunited- fllght before the Red Banner¢_

And the duty of a Marxlst League is also apparent. It is tc go 1nto the worklng
class and organize this party--not a lsbor narty, not a party. of treacherous

B compromise-=but a partv of* tho Revolution..

j/’;».
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FASCISM STILL WITH US[

.-(AN" EDITORIAL)

The ‘Second World Wer has ended with e crush1ng mllltary defent of the Axls

 fascist powers but fascism is still with use. We are told by the Stalinists
" that this "Peoples War" (T) was a war against faSCISm, end others told us it -
was A “war 16 end wars"y o v&r for the "four freedoms"s But fascism is digging

in and the imperialists are preparing a war against the Scviet Union and the
social revolutions, to say nothing about a third world war "after" thoy settle,
or hope to settle, with tho workers and peasants of the eartho

: It is the worst mockery to speak of the defeat of fasclsm when fasclsm thrlves

in, Spain where Francc and the fascists are in power with the blessing and
" esser-evil concept™ of the United States, France end Englande It was the
Civil War in Spain and its defeat thet hemslded in the second world warse

Fasclst Spain'g ccentinued existence is mcre then a symbol cf the contlnuationv~§¢\.

f sc1sm Ain oylng canltallst soclety.'

Thousands of Gernan "war ‘criminals" are living-in Soaln, thousands more are in

- Japan, Argentina end Portugal, and thousands moro are well: protected within
Germany itself« .Fascism has na far greater and woalthior world organlzatlon ‘than

Marxlsm.

England. under & "Lebor Goveérnment" helps the ‘Dutch w1th Amerlcan lendlease to
keep its colonial, empire and smash the colonial revolutions in Java and other
Asiatic countries. 'United States helps openly, while- Stalinism helps secretly,

.the Chungking. dictators in keeping down tho social revolution in China.’ Stal-

inism finds itself in the contradiction of being forced to extend its borders
for strategical nrotectlon against world imporialism and to obtain friendly

‘border nations; while at the seme time keeplng down the social revolutions .

within these areas for foar thet they will give.impetus to the leftwerd shift-

- of mass action in the Sov;et Union itself Pgalnstlthe Stalinist burocrat s’

A1l these factors make'ample-nnd fertile feeding ground for the fascist sbawa-

" The actlons of- tho Unltod Stptes in Korea mptches tho British Lnbor Government

in Indla in kceplng doun the denocratlc asplratlons of the me.88es .

In defeated Germany, Japan and Italy, the fascists' underground is an open
secret-~it has more power even todey than the workers in their trade unions and

‘_other orgenizationse Yet these defoated countries were dofemted with tho aid
- of the Soviet Union and tho slogans about "a pednle's war agalnst fescisme"

In the UsSeds the increased antl-labor proposals, military conscr1ptlon and’

~ more taxes for the working class, the reconversion set-up with its inflation

boom and hlgh\proflts, the increased racial and nationality antagonisms opwnly

preached by embryo American fascist elements, the kopt press giving.enlarged
" publicity to "labor troubles", show which way the press, radio, and government

forces are lean1ng. The shift is from bourgeois democracy to the right ==
toward greater d1ctatorsh1p and fascisms -
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*The second imperialist war has brought a dofeat to the fasc1st natlons auch as
Germany, Itely and Japan but RS NOT DEFEATED FASCIoN

- ONLY A SOCIAL REVOLUTION CﬁN IEF“AT FASCISM-‘

. The decay of c?pltallsm whlch was emohaslzed by the f1rst world war. and the
" ‘successful October Revolution heis merely roached a new low with the ending of
the second imperielist war.. The failure to extend the October Revolution,. and

the rise o0f Stalinism as a reactionary force against Marxism, has led.-to fasc1sm :

and the .second 1mper1allst war+ If the workers and peasants do not extend the .
October Revolutlon in the present. period-of Mpost’ war adJustments" then a war
against the Soviet Unlon, ‘s war against all of the colonial masses, a wer _
against the proletariet and the socizl revolution will be intensified--led by
United States, Great Britain and France with Stalinism playing its usual trea=

'F cherous role outdoing the Soclallsts and other reformlsts-

'-_Fundamentally the endlng of tne second 1mper1allst war settled and solved no~'“
thing for world capltallsm-- Temporaraly one bloc gained new markets, but it
only aggragated the decay and decllne of. caoltallsm as tne domlnatlng force
in socletyo .. " o T ‘
'Regardless qf ell the fine talk ebout uhO "Unlted Natlons Organlzatlon" and
world councils of Justlce and ‘peace~=power polltlcs and 1mper1allst aggresgion
will- dom1nate the coming. perlod- Regardless of all the fine talk about the
last: war and more democracy--the ‘struggle is- shaping up as a war of capitalism -
for its survival against the liberation wers of the colonial me8ses and the
proletarlan social rovolutlons. : _
. A . . ':Qe .
The workers &nd oeasants in the1r polltlcal and economlc organlzatlons ‘have on

* their side the bulwark of “tho Soviet Uniony what is left of the October Revolu=- R

tion. ©On the other slde the\lmperlallsts end the1r tall, the United Netions -
Organlzatlon, have the growing world fascist’ elenmnt as thoir rlght arm and as
their left  arm the Stalinists-and Socialists end Soclal Democfats, such as the " °
Lnbor Government forces in Englanc, Belglum, otce

,_Documentary evldence revehis def1n1tely and clearlv the old RWL thesls tn?t
".fascism 1§ meroly another form for the rule of the leading financial eand indus-
- trial imperielists .of the world: - Through their cartels, International Banking
and Trdde agreoments there is not one who is ungtained by the bloody fasclst
butehery. -

Polarization to: the r1~ht and to the left will incrcasc-in tompo at the expense
of the middle. The process.will start all over:again at alfferent tenpos, An
differend countries, as the revolutionary crisgis: develops. ‘The modern facilities
both for destruction.and productlon bring with them their own contradlctlons.
The cycle. of overproductlon, depression and mere war is- sped upe And along with
this development tho ‘tompo on the political fisld is accelerated. The working
class of the world is soaked with the blood of the 1mnerlellst slaughter, ‘which

- is still going oh in Asla, ‘sven. though it has subsided in Europe, only to be

. supplanted by starvatlon ‘and disease. Tho igsueé resolves itself aally 1nto a

choice of- gommunlsm or Fascisme There is no middle roed-
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[N FE R\lATIONAL NOTES

F R 0 M. F RANCE -

Our . Unlon Communlste (Comﬂunlst Unlty) is deads Dead also is the magazine -

L'Internationales We will not rebuild tho organization. Some comrades are.
dedd, and emong those wlc stayed in Franco some have joined the groups which
were able better than wy tc maintain themselves. In any case no one of us have
‘gene over to the Resistance cr to collgboration with the German authoritiess

~ We all will work now fer the gegrouping of -the venguerd, for the existence of

small groups Goes not cerrespond ‘any longer to the necessities of the situations

- Very probably we shall vaderteke this reogranization in connection with the .

comrades of the Bordig:ist tendenty. . The thuses and resolutions of the coming
Congress of Perti Commmniste Internationaliste (Internatlonallst Communist

_ Party) cf Italy w1ll surve us as a basls of d1scusslon-

I th1nk you are informed about the formatlon of the Italian party under the
leadership of Bordighms Thoir peper in the Northern zone is "Battlglla Commun*
ista"s You might try to correspond dlrectly w1th them.

Thank Cormradé Okun for the 1nformatlon contalned in his letter of the slxth of
Auguste I have started reading- your publlcatlons- ‘I regret that you hage not

- changed .your position on the USSR, because beside that your act1v1ty is 1nspired

by the revolutlonarv pr1nc1ples which we have 1n common e

Thu know that the *otskylues have- presented candldatés in yesterday's elections.
in two sections of Pariss They have mado themselves ridiculouss. It is really

not on the eloctoral terrltory that we have to confront the Stallnlsts and -
Soclallsts. .

After these electlons, the situation in France will become clearer- De Gaulle.

“will no doubt leen ‘on the M«R.P. and the Socialistss The solution of the

problem of. the Communists' partlclpatlon or. opposition will depend ont: the
orientation that. De Gaulle will intond to give his foreign policy, because
French imperielism now is e mimor imperialism which will- not long be able to
profit from the rivelries: between the big three, and which will have to get u

* under the hegemony of ono or the other of these three--orobably not that of

Russian 1mper1allsm..

We are very much lnterested in the  situation in the USA‘and England because

_ of the extont of the strikess I hope that your next publlcatlons w1ll br1ng
‘us useful informetion on th1s subjecte

. FROM ENGLANWD

[

~ The. dockers,_as you will know, went back to work under a 30 day truce about

two weeks~agoe. They went back with placards simply saying h3oM;s and each day .
the placards are changedl n29", 128", and so.one So far as I can ascertain,
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N What has happened?

looking’ for a radical ‘solution of their problems- "The
mouthed left Wing words end thereby ‘drew the masses into their orbit. Eut the
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they gre-utilizing the period to consolidate their rank-and file leadership on
a- national scale- : .

The Glasgow dockers situation is peculier The’ TandGJJ does not control 1t hem
- they split away years ago. .However they went on sirike along with the rest,:

and went back with them. But there are also a large rurber of non~union dockers .

in Glasgow (non-union simply because the independent vnion refuses to open its

‘books to them) ‘The independent is’ extremely craft-ccnsciouss Cards are li-

terally paessed on from father to son, and no outsider is admitteds But the .
non-urion lads wont on strike with the rest and sent a deputation to the
Merseyside i iverpool). -The Morseyside strike committe exprossed "sympathy"
but refised to aliow of their participation in guidancg of the movement. = The
non-union leds appear to be. 50lidly class-consciouse - Ie have a tenuous contact

. With them thru E., More on this :anone:

" Other obJective things of - note hereabouts. the big thin;s cooking are the Indo-

nesian situation (British press yery definitely playing up Indonesian. news to *

cover ‘up hot situation in Burma, Indo-China, etc.); the Attlée-Truman Paleetlne
 fiasco {most sprious political aspect is:that the Bleckpool Conference of the

Labor Party this year Virtually endorsed-the: Zionist position in full and now

Attleo is passing tho buck);.the decision to "nationalize“ the cablos at a gua- -

ranteed rato of interest for the stockholders {if the prccedure is to be the
same. as in the case of the Bank of Englend, stockholders will receive enough-
govte 37 stock to. yield the ‘equivelent of the 4» income puid duri_g the peet
8ix years. This means that the govt. gives Lb36,0003000 for the Lb27,400,000
of - private Cable and Wireless Stocks "Stockholders would be unwise to expect
more," says that paragon of. understatement the Investors "Chronicles Dirty -
Dalton, even in the:oyes of Tribune, Aneurin Bevan' s personal "left" labour
weekly,,"has already become dangerously popular in the City~

EUROPEAN ELECTIONS GIVE REACTIONARIES NEW FOOTHOLD

Returns from recant elections dn Europe - and the changes in various cabinets in-;-

dicate that the working class is considerably confuSed- by the: actions of the:

reformists =~ the Stalinists and the Socialistss Failure of the.working class. T
to build a Marx1an Party in Europe is making possible’ v:ctories of the Rioht«'

. In Fance, De Gaulle 'S Party, the MRP -made a phenomenal sheWing in the recentu}' -
electionss Austria, Hungary, Luxemburg, Norway, Denmark and other countries B
- likewise showed victories'for bourgeois center partiese

The government of the . Socialist Renner, in Austria was replaced by a govern-

- ment of Leopold Figl “Loador of the Cathclic-minded Peoples ‘Party. . In Italy

the Chrisgtian “omocrat Alcide de Gasperi, has taken over the Popular Front
government from Parri-b The shift, all ovor, is slightly to the right.

i

In the first poriod efter the end of military hostilitios the masses turncd far
to the lefts With hunger, pestilencs and other -problems fscing them they were.

N4

Stglinists and SQCIQllStS‘
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. deeds of these reformists do not square with their words. They continue to

support capitalism in every respoct. They are demanding reforms but within

the framework of the bourgeOis structures

I' No single event attests to this fact more thnn the agreement of the Stalinists

and Socinlists on the fundamentals of the draft fecr e new constitution in France.

- The two parties. placo thomselvey solidly behind the concepts of privato pro-.
'perty, etce _ .

‘Undor the circumstences the masses are without loadorship, they are boing dig-

illusioned. shcy do not know which way to turn. As a result resction is re-
gaining- its poise, and making a bid for losdorship of Burope. The first form

of reaction - De Gaullism, Catholicism, etc. - is only & short step to the -
- right but other forces are already in preparation. The masses are to be felt.

out furthere. How much will they yield? How tired are they! How disillusioned?

. On the basis of that information the maction - aided and abetted by Amer:can
and British imperialism - will slip further toward open forms of Fascism-

A Revolutionary Marxian Party is the prime essential in Europe today-~ BEach day

of delay mesans so much more blood spilt in the coming Buropean events.

The results of the present elections are a danger signal. Lot us take heed.

/ g Rmn AND.SUBSCRIBF‘.‘. To ) | \\
THE FICHTING WORKER -

Popular Organ of the REVOLLTIONARY WORKERS LEA”U U-SoA-
Affiliated to the INTERNATIONAL CONTACT COMMISSION
The Fighting Worker contains popular enalysis ¢f national and
international events; featured articles on economicss and
interesting columms of camment.
~ Subseription rates are #l;OO'a year. Single copies 5¢-'

Bundle orders of 10 or more sent to you.postage paid at the
- rate of 1g-a copy. SPREAD THE FIGHTING JORKERnn

Order from DEMOS PRESS, 708 N Clark St. Ghicago, I11.
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