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LABOR PARTY DSTORTS
CLASS STRUGGLE

i The Trotskyites' latcst move to side-track the workers from revoluticnary ac-
tivity is through a namphlet; "The American Workers Mccd a Labor Party™. The
author, Joseph Hansen, swings airily through 40 pages to exvosc everything
~economically and politicelly bad in rotting capitalism, and then, "following a
Marxist view of pclitics,” comes eut of the clouds dragging a strcamer for a

- Labor Party - so that we can vote for measures like "...a ceiling of say
425,000 be pleced on high incomss". He fades out on the dcfeatist slander that
because the workers are so bagkward the Cannonite realists are forced to cut
down to a program to suit boys in ghort pants;i and then to "hope" to go ahead
little by little. Tris comes from "intelligent persons™ mastering the princi-
ples of politics, and, having a "reliable guide" (Hensen's) and a "realizeble"
geal". ' Now, "far-sightod militants rust begin to cxplein to shopmates what
politics czn do to et the unions out of the blind allcy where they esre stall-
¢d today™. We of the RWL following our "Marxist vicw of politics™ know that
this can be done only Yo .develoncd workers nitching in to do union work and
building rark end file grouns in the unions to cerrv on class struggle action.
To keep the fight in the fectorics?! But the “annonites refuss to run for shop
committce posts in the auto fsctories rnd rcfuse to heln build or take part in
reank and file grou-se They cater to sccond-rete lakor fakers and mild reform-
ists so =25 to get in with the future, somc-time »romoters of a labor party.
They form Labor Party groups. They went to take the fight to the legislatures!

The section on "Rooseveit's War Record" ends without a reference to his con-’
niving with Dsn Tobin to swmmsh the ¥inneapelis Toamsters' Union and jeil the
loadcrs becausc of the lo~dershin's oprosition to wezre. This omission is in
line with the Trotskyists' watering down of their war program and falling beack
on popularizing an sttack on the Smith-Connally ‘ct to atiract official trade
union suprert for the civil deicnse of the prisoners that Rooscvelt had franed.
These centrists "oppose war" but they still back up the bourgeoisie by an at-
tempt to stanp a irade-union label on wer through their "Military training

of the workers financed by the governient...."™ with control in the hands of
such as Zilil Green ond Phil 'lurray.

Hansen gives thc denger of war a big pley and to show how -the cloction of a
Lebor Party could kecp us cut, he stresses that the Temocraiic sdministration
had thc power tc declare wer cespitg its campaign promis to keep out. But
further on, wc'rc teld we are piunged into werrs becruse "Thei small selfish

f minority through its politicrl perty has governcd the nation in such a way as
1o advence the ceenomic intercsts of the tiny zroup at the exnense of the grest
iﬁmmjority"- We'1ll bite -~ had Rocscvelt beon proparing for wer, becn in war.
~through lend-leasc, before 1940 or not? .nd what did Wilkic mesn by his op-
position to the war boing “cempaign oratory”? Has therc been a fresh turn and
a renovel by the Trotskyists of the sceds of war from capitaiism? Do not the
"smell selfish minoritics™ of all cepitalistic ccuntrics control all Conserva-
tive, Liberal, Labor Party, Social Democratic, snd Popular Front Parties in
demoeretic ropublics or monarchies? Is it cepitelism that breeds war or“iﬁ%ﬂ
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not:-follow from this that every porty composed of workers is politically a
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just the Party in power?! Can a Labor Party UNDER CAPITALISM prevent -war?! The
very idea. is ridiculous. Only socialism can end warss :

Hansen quotes Engels, Lenin and Trotsky on cverything - but labor parties. \
Engels, "quite dcfinitely regarded universel sufferage as a means of bourgeois
dominatione..+and merely an index of the maturity of the working class; it can-
not, and never will be anything else but that in the modcrn state". And
Trotsky, in "Whither France", wrote that this index hed only a “"symptomatic
importance", for, "Here, as in other matters, the question is not settled by
arithmetic, but by the dynamics of the class struggle". The workers have ncver
cained power by parliementery means. - But the proletariat did gain power thru
revolution in Russia in 1917.

Our "Marxist" quotes Trotsky lengthily under a chapter heading, "Labor Can Build
a Planned Tconomy", but to do so, curiously enough,"State power and domination
of economy can be torn from the hands of these rapacious imperialist cliquos
only by the revolutionary working class". And the quotation ends with, "That

is the meaning of Lenin's warning that without 'a series of successful revolu-
tions' a new imperialist war would inovitably follow". He aboul kncoks him-
self out with this, docs he not? That's our line. That's the line of the 0ld
Bolsheviks! Where does an "Independemt Labor Party® fit in with "a series of
suawssful revolutions" by "a revolutionary working class™?

To the.claszs-conscioug workers the simplest fact of politics is, that all po-
litical parties, including labor parties, seck officc to administer ther affairs
of the state; that the stste exists to carry on the business of the capitalist
class in its exploitation of the working class by using the forces of the state
-~ the police, militia, courts, -- as agencies of suppression. As Engels said,
"The State, including the domocratic republic, counsists of detachments of

armed men in defense of property; everything elsc serves only to embellish or
cemouflage this fact™. (And interesting to note, Italism Trotskyism is de-
manding "the abolition of the monarchy and the institution of a democratic re-
public".) (My cmphasis)

One might expect & little history of labor pariies in the werk of a "Marxian"
who is pointing the way to a shorter, easier road for the masses -- into the
straitjacket of parliamontarisme Could there not be possible pitfalls ot
stumbling blocks on this shaded highway?! Have théere not been other, earlier
Messianic characters who sought to ease the political task of the workers with
"something just as gooed"? But you'll not learn this from Hansene No spaceo is
given to the trials and ordcals of the Austrian and German workers under Social
Democracys he would have enmeshed himself. Nothing hes happened in working
¢lass Francce Fortunntely, he does not prove the Bolsheviks wrong in not ever .
having taken a laboer party short-cut -- nor wrong in "trying" to force a roveo
lutionaery program onto the "backward workers" of Czarist Russia. There is not
even a casual mcntion of the British Labor Perty. Why? Surely, the record &
an “"independent lahor party" of the age, prestige &nd vote of the BLP should
be bared and considcred whon we are urged to commit suicide in its fashion.

4 pretty good student of politics looked into this and reported:

"Naturally the labor party consists for the most pert of workcrs, but it does
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workers' party. That denends upon who leads it and upon the contents of its

actions and political tactics.

"Only the latter determine whether wo have before us a real political party

of the proietariats. From this standpoint the Labor Party (British) is a

thoroughly bourgeois party even though it is composed of workers, for it is

led by reactioneries and the very worst ones at that, and complotely in the S
spirit of the bourgcoise" Lenin whote thist let's put his words to the tests W

The British Labor Party lined up the workers for war in 1914.

During the gineral strike of 1926 the BLP acted as a strikebreakere.

In 1924 end 1929 British Imperielism placed the Labor Party in charge of tha‘
governmert; ard the interests of the imperialists were taken care of3 and
fully. The Labor Promier, YMcDonald, did a thoroughly consistont job -- even
to the ordering of wholosale bombings of dissenting Hindus.

Today, we find the BLP inciting, supporting and conducting the impcrialists’
ware Today, after 40 years of the Labor Party, the workers of England are not
one bit morc class-conscious.

And here in the United States if the workers would vote & Labor Party -- the
Psople's Front -- “into powor™ it could only be an attempt to perpetuate a de-

caying capitelism -- a system long ready for burial. As Trotsky wrote of the

BLP in "fhither France": "The...clectoral victories of the BLP do not at all

invalidate what is said above ("The neod of the workers arming themselvessse« s
Without this victery is impossibleé«"). Evon if we were to allow that the

next ...« elections will give the party an absolute majoritye«.«; if we were
to further allow that the party would take the road of socialist transformation E
_ ~-= which is scarcely probable -« it would immediately meet with such fierce k
resistance from the Houso of Lords, the King, the banks, the stock market, the
bureaucracy, the press, that a split in its ranks would become incvitable, and
the Left, more radical wing would become a parliementary minority. Simultan-
eously the Fascist Movement would acquire an unireccdented sweep. e««<In point
of fact, the less the loadeors of Labor prepsre for it, the more cruel will be
the civil war forced upon the proleteriat by the bourgcoisie." '

And, can the fz2ct be escaped that as the Boss Class comes out of the frying pan
of World War II it must jump into the fire of totalitarianism? There is only
oene alternative to Fascismt Proletarian Revolution! We must capture the cap-
italist state, not to use it, but to destroy it; and crezste a "orkers'Council
Government to build Socialisme.:

»

4 he Labor Party -« aAmerican version of the popular front -- is the greastest
immediate stumbling bloc in that path.

. : £
DA o

L
el




INTERNATIONAL NEWS Page 4

CHINA TODAY

A vast and complicated political situation is unfolding in Shina todaye The
Chinese "nation" of some 450 million pecple can beg divided as follows:

1- The major industrial sections, contrclled by Japan directly or through
its puppets.

2- Stalinist ~ se-called "Bed China" - controlled by the Cémmunist Party
of China and claiming 90 million people.

3- Slnkxang, which borders beth the Soviet Union and 1ts puppet state,
Outer Mongcliae

4- Tibet, nominally under the leadership of Chiang-Kai-Shek and the
Kuomintang, but actually centrelled by Britaine.

5- The major »nortion ¢f China, under the Kuomintangse

é- Manchukuo, controlled by Japan and situatcd between the Soviet Union
and "Red China".

The vast Chinese territory has always been a land of perpctual strife, clvil
warfarc and "pillage. In the days before Sun Yat Sen feudal China was con-
trolled by the war lcrds, who ruled vast gengster cmpires within the empire.
Dr. Sun, leader of the nationalists, organized the bourgeois reveolution
against this situaticn. But before he could complcte his work he died. A
struggle develcned within his Party, thc Kuomintang, between the right wing
under his son-in-law Chiang Kai Shek, and the so-called left wing, under
Vang Ching-Wei, with the former victorious.

Fellowing its pelicy of *"sotialism in one country" the Stalinist machine in
China liquidated itself into the Kuomintang shertly beforc Sun's death and
propounded tho famous "bloc of four classes" programs This program, of re-
fusing to build independent sovicts and independent workers' militia, of
rofusing to break with the Kuomintang leadership, lcd in 1927 %to a fiasco
and defeat. Thousands of Chincsc workers were slaughtered first by Chlang
Kai 3hek, and later, by Wang Ching Wei.

Follow1ng this cpoortunist policy and defeat, which id exccllontly described
in Andre Maulraux' novel, "lMan's Fato", the Stallnlsts turncd to a policy of
putschisme Thc very party which refusod tc crganize soviects amongst factory
workeors in 1925-27 now begen tc organize them amongst thc poasants in backe
ward and romote sections of the country and to fight a civil war with pcasant |
guerrillas against the Kuomintaeng forces. For nine or ton yoars this war ‘
raged with scmetimes diminishcd and sormctimes augmontod furye As tho Chinesa
Red Army advanced it sot up Peasant Soviets, divided much of the land and in-
stituted other reforms.

In 1937 "Red China", following the moves cof Stalinism, liquidated its Sovicts
and instituted full and universal suffrage om the bourgcois model, rogardless
of scx or classe In other words, where previcusly only werkers end poor
peasants worc permitted to voto, now all classes could vote, including larde
lords and morchants - who compriscd about 6% of tho clectoratc and clected,
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accerding to CP figures, about 3% of the officials. The government of the

"Border Region" was made up of a pyramid system of bodies, with universal elec-

tions only to the lower bedics and elections of delegates by the lcwer bodies ,

to higher oness The first chairman of the "Border Regicn Council" was a for- .
mer member of the Kuomintang, who in 1941 held membership in both parties.

The larger representaticn afforded workcers and peer pcasants in the coriginel

- syston was oliminsicd.

Stalinist China is definitely not a Dictatorship of the Proletariat. (Or

¢ven a "Dictatorship of the Proletariat and Peasantry™). It is a semi-colonial
country, in a very unstable situation, ruled by the Chinese Communist Party,
together with some bourgeois liberals, and not only advocating but basing it-
-self on private property and capital. Landlords and landlordism are nct elim-
inated. .is & matter of fect, landlords werc given secticns of land to till

and were reinstated to full pclitical rights in 1937.  According to the .Jmer-
ican Stalinist report on “Red China""the new demccracy encourages the devel-
opment of private capitalism and the ownership of private propertye.." Its
eititude ta the lend problem is no longer to distribute land but to confine
itself to such reforms as lowering ronts and lowering interest rates. Jccord-
ing to Mao Tse-Tung, head of the CP in China, "legitimate profits from proper
commercial enterprisces will be guarantecd" and "facilities will certainly be §
given for the widespread develcpment of private capitalist enterprise™. Not
cnly that but industrislization cof China "will recuire a large amcunt of
foreign capital investment".

"Red China® or "Soviet China" is thus neither "red" nor "Soviet". It is a

secticn of China, which temporarily has suspended civil war with Chiang-Kai- o
Shek in order to engage the Japanecse forces in the intercsts of Allied imper-~

ialieme Mao Tse~-tung makes no bones about this. The Eighth Route and New

Fourth armies are repcrted to have taken 19 provinces in Hanchuria and north,

central and socuth China frem Japan. The armics are supposed to have 910,000

regulars and over 2 millien "1rregular" troops. In 1943, according to Mao,

over 64% of the Japanese forces in China and over 95% of Wang's puppet forces

weres opposing the "Red" Army troops.

"The greatl efforts mmde by America and Britain®, says Mao, "especially the
former, in thc common cause (our emphasis) of fighting the Japsnese aggres-
sors and the sympathy rnd aid rendered by their governments and peonles to
Chine, deservé¢ our thenks."

The situation in Sinkirng is scmewhat different. That territory is now under
the contrcl of Chisng's forces nnd his General Chu Shao-Liang. It is mostly

n grazing lend, with scme natural depcsits of gold eand tungsten. In 1934

3oviet Russia, for all practical purpeses, tcok over this territery and sect up
0il wells, airfields, factorics and ~rmy barracks. But in 1942, when the Red
rmy had its beck to thevall, the territery again fell under Chungking's contrecl
and the Soviet Union sold its properties.

Today, however, civil war is raging in this territcry, undcubtedly sponsored
by Stelinism. HNoslem tribesmen have been swocping down and taking territory
from the Chungking regime in Sinkiang and a number of "incidents" have occurred
botween Sinkiang end Stalinist Outer Mongolia.
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The outcome of these dlsputes still remains in doubte But the pattern of the
gigantic struggle is clsar. On the bordcrs of China a battle is raging be-
tween the masscs, on the one hand (fettered with herrible inflation, hunger,
and misery) and a bloc of imperialist powers, and their puppets both of the
right snd the lcft. And along with this struggle there exists a three-cornered
fights an attempt by the Scviet Unicn under Stalinism to build e buffer area
of Manchukuo, Korea, "Red" China, Outer Mongolia snd Sinkiang, and a struggle
between Japan and America (with both these powers o-posed to the program of
expansicn of the Soviet Union) for contrel of Asia. Aligned with America is
the Kuomintange

) II
Let us now turn to a number of thecretical questicnse
First of all our attitudie to Soviets in general and tc "Soviet" China in par- '
ticular. ’ : B

There arc three types of Soviets (Workers' Councils) possible. First a Soviet
under Marxian lcadership during tho pericd of dual power and after the seizure
of power by the proletariat. Naturally such Soviets recelve full and uncom-
promising support by the Marxists.

Then therc are Soviets, during dual power which are under the control of the
gsociml-reformists or, in rare occasicns, the liberals. Although we are for

a Joviet Republic and for eostablishmcnt of Soviets in general, w¢ may or may
not support such Soviets under given conditions. For instance during the
Russian Revolution Lenin was in fevor, for a time, of withdrawing support from
the Menshevik-Sociesl Revolutionary Soviets and crganizing the seizure of power
around Factory Committees. After the seizure of power the Soviets would either
be revamped or new cnes organized consonant with prcletarian powers

The third type of Sovieots are. carlcatures, Soviets in neme only. Such Soviets:
were, for instance, the Chincse Soviets after 1927. Compesed exclusively of

reasants ‘in very backward areas they could not be instruments of proletarian
revclutien, but merely of nationalist reform. Furthermore they were not ine-
struments of dual power, since dual power in Chins had long been liquidated -
mainly as a rcsult of the treachery and oppertunism of the very forces that
were now building "Soviets". To have supported such caricetures would have
been ludicrouss Trotsky, in the days when he was still a Marxist, pointed
this ocut.’

The problem in China today, however, is not one of sunporting Soviets or not
supporting Sovietse There arec rno Soviets in China, sither in Chungking or
"Red" China. "Rod"™ Chine is merely a nationalist regime, under social-
refermist contrecl, scmewhat to the left of iron-fisted Chungking. One of the
main difforences is that Chiang hes been forced, thru total lack of a mass
base, to support the old feudal war lords, whereas the Yenan regime has a

cogsant mass base and supports nascent capitalist interests, as well as peas=-
aat cooperativese.

Furthermore, so long es there was no World War and so long as the struggle
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between Japan was directed against semi-colonial Chine the Marxists could sup-

- port the struggle of the Chinese nation, at the same time advocating independent
working class action such as the organization of militias and Soviets, but on
the general perspective of marching separately from both the Chiang-Kai-Shek
forces and the Stalinist forces, but striking together with them against ihe
common enemy. Under such circumstances victory over Japan would not mean a
strengthening of world imperialism but a definite weakening of one of its major
linkss Today, however, such a policy is no longer possibles Today China ~ both

"Red" and white China - is fighting WITHIN the imperialist ware. Victory over

Japan can only mean a proportionate strengthening of American Imperialism and

in no sense a weakening of world imperialism. Our policy in China must be a

policy of Revolutionary Defeatism, wishing for and working for the defeat of the

Chinese nationalists of both stripes and the imperialist overlords who are at-
-tempting to utilize and exploit China.

Within this framework we must naturally continue to advocate Soviets and Workers -~
and Peasants militia, but we are no longer for a victory on the military front
against Japan. (Nor are we for victory over Americe in the Japanese puppet sec-
tions.) On the contrary we advocate Lenin's policy of defestism, bresking the
front, helping to turn the imperialist war into a civil war.

‘Now, supposi~g thnt in this confusing situation, the "Red" armies engage in civil
war against Chiang~Kai-Sheke The Marxists will refuse to support either force.
But we may utilize the situation to advance the cause of social revolution.
Depending on the objective situation and the relationship of forces we might
decide to march separately from Mao Tse-Tung's armies but strike together with
them against Chiang-Kei-Shek's armies - similar to our strategy in Spain in
1936-39 - but all the time working on the program of defeatism in the broader war.

Let us take another possible variant. Supposing that, as a result of the Soviet
Union's possible change of policy from alliance with America to conflict with
ity the "Red" Chinege forces withdraw from the war against Japan and engage in a
purely civil war against the Kuomintange There too we would attempt a policy of
"merch separately and strike together". But such a policy does not mean and can
not mean support of "red" China itself or of its leadership. It merely would

_ mean using diffcrent weepons against one part of China than against anothey part;
it would merely mean delaying the military struggle against Stalinist China until
such time as the most direct military opponent could be defeated and an undermin-
ing policy relative to the Stalinist hold over its territory.

5till another variant. GSupposing the Red Armies of the Soviet Union should march
- through Uanchuria and encemp in Stalinist Chine. So long as the Soviet forces
~would continue to defend capitalist and semi-feudal property relations in "Red"
vhing the Marxian policy would be to fight them just as we fight the imperialists,
with gun at hand!{ glthough in the broader war against Japen and America we would
. be for the victory of the Soviet Union. (For a fuller exposition of this posi-

- tion see the May issue of INTERNATIONAL NEWS

- The Chinese situation today is extremely unstable and will remain so for some
time to come. Political borders are defined by the successes or defeats of va-
rious armies. Within the imperialist war there are large elements of civil War -
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such as the Sinkiang struggle and such as the enormous ~rmies deployed both by
Mao and Chiang to "watech™ each other.

In the coming period when the whole imperialist war may be drowned out in a
general world conflict of classes these elements of civil war will loom large

and will dominate the scenes The policy -f the Marxists must thus be flexible

as to strategy and tactics, but firm in its insist:nce on independent mass
action and the independence of the Marxian Party as tis central theme.

e oer e —emem g g i
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SQUTH MERICAN :
i“EONAb

In Colombia (Buenaventura) prebably one of the more backward zress of South Am-
orica relatively speaking, one finds all the advanced attributes of modern im-
,Liperlallsm combined with the carryovers of an aorarlan, feudal economy.

!cre one finds the influences and reflections of the struggle for control of
tkws market by foreign capital.

" American capital comes ‘nto the foreground immediately. Through its Grace Com-
veny (which is really a part owner of Pan-American Airways, whose business is by
no means confined to air passage and freight), it owns and controls practically
“this whcle section of the country. In fact the whole West Coast of South America
has been pierccd and exploited to some degree or other by this vulture of Ameri-
can Imperialism.

American finance capital is however not the only power heree The British in a
"less powerful pogition have been able to import a considerable amount of finished
commodities. It seems, however, that one of the fulcrums of its influence is
through the Duich American Airways and probably through certain Swedish concerns
who seem to a large extent to be controlled by English capital. One is able to
get a tainted odor of the machinations of German firance capital here, but since
this war has gone on for six years, at least four of wliich, American Imperialism
exerted its full power in forcing the Germans oul of the South American market,
one only notes signs of German panctration by seeing a few commodities in stores
marked Made in Germany.

This struggle of the various Imperialist powers for control of the South jmerican
market brings out in relief the condition of the masses.

Yere is a country (at least this one part that was observed) where the extreme
unckwardness of the economy causes the most miserable existences possible for a
people. The great mujority of the people live in little one or iwo room shacks
and they are shacks in the true sense of the word. Candlelight is still the
principal source of light, slthough closer to thc town one finds dim electric
lights. It is one of the great contradictions of capitalism that in a cafe on
the main street of the town one will find the most modern modes of lightirg

~ (fluorescent) and one block awsy, lighting by candlslight.

- One can still observe in the town many remnants of the handicrafts period. The,
" shoemaker, the tailor, the tombstone meker, etc. Clothing made by sewing machire,
2lthough subsidiary to manufactured goods, is still very important.

A river runs through a section of the town. It is here that the people, the na-
tives of the int-rior, bring their agricultural products and fish in the most
primitive and crude dugout canoces and sailing boats, to a crude street market
along the ;streame

The exploitation of native labor by the big foreign companics is indeed terrific.
‘This town is principally a seaport and depot for all goods coming into the country.
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The majority of the populatlon therefore sarns its living through working inm or .
around the ships coming in. The workers are employed on a virtual slave labor :
basise They work twenty-four hours a day and sleep wheu the work slows down.
Perhaps they average four hours sleep a days Their fcod is brought to them on
the job by young girls and boys aged six to twelve. (There is no education.
Legally there is one year free education, three months of which is.vacation pe-
riod. Any education above this must be paid for.) The wages are very low.

There is no union. The distontentment of the workers with their conditions vgs'
expressed in a strike which took place a week before our arrival. It was qui k
smashed by the numerous police and military guards arounc the docks- 3

There is one outstanding point. Everywhere you go you see scme sort of milita
soldier, sailor or volicemens Such is the demccracy of Dolombia.

About the only signs to show that the country is al war are the few scattered ,
government propaganda posters agalnst Germany snd Japun.

One point must be remembered- Thls area and town (Buenaventura) is one of the
more backward areas of the country so that the manifestations and contradictions
of the system are in bolder relief. Nevertheless the more industrial areas like
Cali, Medellin,.and Bogota, must be very similar except for the fact that the
workers =re alt least grganized into a few trade unions and probably have slightly
- better working conditions .

LIMA-CALL:O, PERU

In these two towns we see further indications of the relationship of South
American countries to YWorld Capitalism -

Whereas in the advanced cepitalist ecquntries, United States, England, etce., the
contradictions snd needs of the system are expressed through the Imperialist war
and the production of "military" commodities and the development of all produc~
tion along ihe lines of war needs, in South Americs we have the reverse. Because
of the backwardness of the economies, because of their relatively low development,
-production is primarily along the lines of "pe-cetime" commodities. There is
considerable building of new factories, importation from the United States and
England of machinery, etc,. Bul whereas in advanced parts of the world these.
-are war goods fsctorics, hére dress, clothing, shoe, and other factories are hea-
ing built. There are¢ a few heavy goods industries, but they are a minute part of
the economy. ! :

Relstive to Colombia this aree is much more advanced; nevertheless, it is only
the advancement of a country or erea which is basicelly agriculturals This is
reflected in the standard of living of the working cless and the lagck of commo-
. dities which in the United Statcs are taken for granted by the majority of the
working classe. The workers' homes are the South American version of our slumse
But therc is a complete lack of any senitation whatsoever except what has been
recently introduced. There is no such thing as a toilet, toilet paper, proper
gartage disposal, ctce. The majority of the working class lives in terrible
filthe Only the ruling class and sectlons of the middle class live in whsat ome
may properly call a home.
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In and around the outskirts of Lima and Callao you can see the "homes" of the
Peruvian Indians, a certain section of whom seem to be absorbed by the expanding
industrial activity. They live in the most miserable of shacks made of a few
boards. Shelters or huts would be a more proper name for them. MNany have small
plets of land,; the crops of which they take to the town to sell.

What type of democracy exists in this country Peru is evident to the most casual
chserver passing through the country. The police are everywhere and in an alarm-
ing proportiones You cannot walk more than a few hundred yards without meeting
oné. An election was about to take place but it seems as though one candidate
was running for election. BEverywhere there were signs URETA POR PRESIDENTE!
URETA, URETA, URETA, that was the only name anywhere. Peru has one of the most

-vicious dictatorships in South America, but it is classified by American Imperia-

lism as a democracy and as one of the United Nations.

%Whereas the bigger and more powerful capitalist countries have been able to cope

with the problems of the depression through the Imperialist War evidences of the
depression can still be sbserved here. The Government has certain houses set
aside for the unemployed and special restaurants with low priced meals for the

~ viorkers.

CHILE

Chile however has an entirely different political gtmosphere. Chile is the most
"advanced" country on the West Comst of South Americas Its tremendous deposits
of sodium nitrate and copper have made it a ready prey for the Imperialist powers.
Essentially all of Chile's copper and nitrate deposits belong for American firms
(Anaconda, etce), but the British have certsin intecrests as well.

The German penetration is most ovident here. Msny Germans emigrated to Chile
before the war and ihe large amount of German commoditiecs seen everywhere is an
indication of the degree of German influence. America's entrance into the war,
together with the blacklists that were issued by both England and the United
States, weskencd much of the German influence.

One interesting notc in connection with the recent troubles betweem the United
States and Argentina (which is largely under the control of British Capital) is
the talk that has been going on in Chile about war with Argentina. The United
States has been sending military supplies and equipment for the Chilean army
and has given tho Chilean navy certain paval craft. It secms that if Argentina
didn't capitulate tc the demands of the United States, Chile would have had to

go to war to solve the problem by force. Actually the war would be between

Great Britain and the United States, who control the economy of each of these
countries. But it would be Argentina (representing Great Britain) and Chile
(represcnting the United States) that would be doing the fighting.

{4 bourgeois-domocratic government is in powers. There scem to be a dozen and ons
political parties in existence, indicative of the relationship of classes and
the tenor of the clasc struggle. The "Communist' Party and the Socialists beth
scem to be pretty well integrated in the political scene. Chile's political
complexion is somewhat similar to Mexico®s - a "Psople's Front."
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“he standard of living of the workers is about the same as in the other countries.
Perhaps due to the fact that they are better organized, it is a little highere.

The form of the political struggle in Chile is on a much higher plane than it is
in the United States. The workers, especially those in the unicnized industries,
have the general political concept that capitalism is no good. Therc are count-
loss strikes and strugglies against the huge interests and vested powers. In the
United States or other countries we get only a slight inkling of the true situa-

tione The reformists have a widc and cpen influencce This is recognized easily,}

by any foreignor through the many signs and slogans written everywhere in the -
streets, sides of buildings, ctc., and the results of a recent election. There -
is a lot of political activity but it all =zeems to be corralled in the wrong
channels.

One point mentioned must be clarifiede That is the positicn of the militery and

police foreces in these countries. Their main impoertance is the fact that they are

the crystallized wing of the Right. Every o.ic of these groups in Colombia,

Bcuador, Peru, and Chile hes been trained by offigers of the Germen Army before

the beginning of the war. They exist as cults unified by the one idea of "Fascist
Hlitarism®. They are the best arm of the cxploiters in South America ag-inst

the Working Clrsses. v

There is one more point that is of great importancc. That is the attitude of the
pcople in these countries toward the American, whether he be a worker or otherwise.
In01uentelly, this view is held everywhere rround the world in one form or another.
T%e attltuae of the people is that the Amcricans have everything-try to get ns much
=g you can out of them - robbery is not excludcd, This idea of course is based
unon the fact that the American worker comes from the most highly industrialized
scction of the world. He hms the highest standard of living and wses meny com-
zodities which workers in othcr countries would never dresm of possessing. This
¢ocs not mean that the Amoricsn worker is not prrt of the exploited. It means

et the level of his expleitation is on a higher plene than thet of the others.
The American working class frem the point of vicw of smount of surplus value cre-
atecd for the cepitalists are probably the most cxploited section of the working
clrss in the world. :

If the imerican working class is to approach workers of other countries it must
be on a class basise It must be based on International working cless soliderity,
on the idea of the Pormesnent Revolution, that only through the workers of the
world uniting the economies of the world cen we truly libcrate ourzclves from the

monster grip of Capitalism
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CHEA']

REVOLUTION,RY ORGANIZATION FOUNDED.

‘rising out of an approach by the Communist Workers Group to the Leninist
League of Gt. Britain for discussions on amalgamation, an agreement has now
en ratified by both organisations and will take effect as from the 30th

¥une, 1945.

The first approach was made by the Communist Workers Group on the 21st January,
1945, on the basis of its adhercnce to the "Fourteen Point Programme" of the
Internaticnal Contact Commission for the lew Communist (4th) International.
The Leninist League is the officially recognised affiliate of the I.C.C. in
Great Britains

The name of the amalgamated organisation will be the Revolutionary Workers
association of Gte Britaine Ain immediats approach has been made to the In-
ternational Contact Commission in Chicago, UsSeie, for reco;nition as its
official 3British Section.

The first Conference of the new organisation will take place on the week-end
of 30th June, 1945, at which its Constitution will be adopted and officers and
committees electcde.

The programrc and policy of the Revolutionary Workers Association will be
based upon the international policy of the I.CeC., as contained in its basic
politicsl policy, the "Fourteen Point Programme", and the published policy
given in its official organ "International News".

The first policy statement to be issued by the new organisaiion is an open
letter to all workers on the "Sham General Election™. The statement briefly,
but plainly shows that socialism will not be achieved through parliament, but
through Workers Councils of ‘ction in the factoriss, mines and shipyards, un-
der the leadership of the workers own revolutionary party.

It goes on to show that the main issue before the whole world today is whether
or not capitalism should be abolished. The attitude of the Re We L., to
existing parties is decfined, and whilst the new organisation cannot yet put
forward candidates of its own, & call is issued to all workers to build the
new organisation for the struggles ahead.

“Wlorkers whe are dissatisfied with the policy of the parties of which they are
members, or workers who are not members of any political party, are urged to
zet in touch with the Re We A, for literature, information, etc. The name and
postal address is: Revolutionary Workers Assn., ¢/oP.B.S., 18, Noel Street,
London, Wel., Gte Britain.
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AGREEMENT ON THE AMALGAMATION OF THE

COMMUNIST WORKERS GROUP AND TEE LENINIS. 1EMGUE OF GT. BRIT IN.

THE COMMUNIST WORKERS GROUP and the LENINIST LE'GUE CF GT. BRITAIN having ex-
changed informetion on the political and organisational policy of their respéce
tive organisations agrees to the following .Articles of amalgamations:--

irticle I - Amalpamation. The two organisations shall amalgamaste into one
organisation, to be known as the REVOLUTION.RY WORKERS .ASS0CIATION OF GT.
BRITAIN. _

Article II _ Political Policy. The acceptance of the ‘Fourteen Point Pro-:
gramme® of the International Contact Commission for the New Communist (4th)
Intornational as its international policye Appendix (i)

Article ITT - Affiliation to International Contect Commission. The amalga-
mated organisntion shall meke application to the International Contact Com- |
mission fer affiliation znd recognition as its officeal affiliate in G%. i
Britain. ’ :

irticle IV - Constitution. The acceptance of the draft Constitution as the
Constitution of the amalgamated organisation. Appendix (B).

i el SRR

Article V - Assets and Liabilities. The emalgamasted organisaticn to take over
all assets of the two organisations and be responsible for all liabilites
cutstandiing as at the half-ycar 30th June, 45.

.rticle VI - Officers of New Organisation. The officers of the ncw amalga-
nated organisation to be slected at a joint session of the two organisations.

article VIT - imalgamation Conferencee. Subject to the ratification of this
egreement in sccordance with Article VIII, a joint session of the two organ-
isations shall be h¢ld on the 30th June, 45, which joint session shall be
known as the First Conference of the new Crganisantion.

article VIII - Ratificaticn. This agreement shall be submitted to the
rcspective organisnticns for retification prior to the 30th June, 45.

Signods  COMMUNIST WORKERS GROUP.

Signed:  LENINIST LEAGUE OF GT. BRITAIN.
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BRITISH TROTSKYIST CANDIDATE FOR PARLIAIENT DEFE.TED.

In the parliamentary bye-election during May at Neath in Wales, the British
Trotskyists put up their first candidate for parliament.

He was overwhelmingly defeated. 84% of electorate voted, some 30% to 40%
more than average in bye-elections. The Labour Perty candidate, the nominee
of the miner's union,received some thirty thousand votes. The NHationalist
cendidate over six thousand. The Trotskyist under two thousand.

ho reasons for the defeat are important. The Trotskyists'own paper declared
hat there was much anti-Labour. feeling among the m‘ners, and when the Nation-

“alist poll is auded to the Trotskyist it gives over 257 as having voied against

Labour. The miners are probably more politically mature than any other sec-
tion of the population, yet the Trotskyists failed to convince more than a
small mingrity. Why?

Briefly there are two reasons. The Trotskyist c-ndidate was an outsider,
whereas his two opponents were Welsh, known and respected locally, further,
despite the fact that he had been among those Trotskyists who had been arrest-
ed last year under the infamous Trades Dispute .ict of 1927, he had no record
~f strug:le amongst the working class which could carry weight with the
minerse

The second reason is, however, what probably detormined the small poll. The
Trotskyists claim that the central issue in their campaign was "Labour to
Power" -"Break the Coalition". While it is true that the Coalition Govern-
ment continuved in office during this bye-election, no thinkng person who
followed politics in Britain believed that the coalition would long outlast
the ending of the war against Cermany. The Labour and Liberal leadcrs had
repeatcdly emphasised thise. The Labour Party rank and file were restive for
the ending of the truce. No single labour bureaucrat dared to come. ocut
operly against the slogan "Break the Coalition". No wonder the Noath miners
se¥ no reason for voting Trotskyist. They voted Labour because they ACCEPTED
THE TROTSKYIST LINE.

This bye-election exposes the Trotskyist claim to bo revolutionary Marxista.

Their complete bankruptcy in producing a revolutionary line of action, their
line of "Labour to Power" shows that their rolc is to provide the trzitor
Labour leaders with a "Marxist" left cover. To the Trotskyist rank and

file it is necessary to say "Brezk With Your Centrist Organisation - Join
The Revolutionary Workers Association in Building a Real arxist Revelution-
ary Party.

May 1945
Londone.
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REYOLUTIONARY WCORKEZRS 2S3CCIATICHN

i

LN OPEN LET IR TO ¢/o P.B.S.,

ALL JORKERS CH THE 18, Noel Street,

SHAM GONERAL ZLEGTION. ‘ | London, Wel.
June, 1945

Fellows Workers: . %

You are being asked to retfirnia new-Government from one of the two main
parties, the Labour Party 8r the Torigs. Both parties are determined to
maintain capitalisme This they screén by lavish, lying promises of full :
rloyment, housing, pensions, independence for India and the Colonies and tHEk
abolition of imperialist wars. .lthough capitalism hss exposed its inability
to sclve any social crisis, both parties Lave the audacity to ask for your
mandate to continue the capitalist systeme The mgin issuc before the whole
world today is whether or not capitalism should be abolished.

No party, barring one small "parliamentary reform" gocialist party - certain-
ly not the two main parties - has asked for a vete on this idbue. Therefore
the Goneral Electicn is a SH.M. No matter who gets in, the workers will be ,
swindled. ' q

The Tories are completely identified with the defence of the privileges of

"Big Business"» The Labour Party who in their 1929-31 government introduced {
such anti-working class legislation as the infamous "Means Test", ask to be

returned on a programme of "Public Control"™. This is a deliberste trick to

deceive the workers into believing that it means the overthrow of cepitalism

and the introduction of sociamlism. A Labour Government, because of its

pseudo-reformist character, will inevitably carry out the dictates of "Big

Busingss" as it did before, and, as its power to deceive grows less, it will

conspire with the representatives of "Rig Business" to pave the way for rule

by terrorlsm - F'.5CIst.

'e, a comparatively new working class organisation, cannot yst put candidates
in the field. The conly candidates we can endorse are werkers who arc free
from discipline of treacherous parties and who fully scrve their class. BRut
we must issue s warning! SOCI/LISM will not be achicved through parliament
but through WCRTER3 COUMCIL3 OF ..CTIOX in the factcrles, mines, shipyards
ctc., under the lesdership of the workers own REVOLUTICM'RY P.RTY.

Such a party we are building. We nced your help. write for our literature.
3tart discussion groups at your place of worke

. ! -
BUILD THE REVCLUTICI 'RY WORKERS ~.SSOCI.TION.

.
£

Yours fraternally,

Revelutionary Workers ..ssocietion.

HeBe. The Reveolutionary Jorkers Association is the Pritish Scction of the

International Contact Commission for the building of the New Communist (4th) ]
International.





