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. [LABOR PARTY -
- Brake on RE\/OLUTION

There is a renewed cry for an "Independent Labor Party" in the

"United States. Four months after the national elections, Jjust as

we Marxists predicted (see the Seotember, October, November 1944
issues of the FIGHTING WORKER, organ of the Revolutionary Workers
League) the New Deal regime is moving further to the right, disre-
garding all its. campalgn promises of being the friend of the "com-
mon man" and of glVlng more securlty to the downtrodden.

‘The CIO Political Actlon Commlttee is belng repald for 1ts ‘valiant

efforts on behalf of Roosevelt, by the most vicious anti-labor cam=-
paign in the history of the New Deal. The Little Steel formula,
which imposes a 30% cut in real wages on 55 million American work=-
ers, is to be kept intact. The War Labor Boardkpromlses,few,ﬁlf
any, wage increases in the coming year. In fact hundreds of em-
ployers are already petitioning for DEcreases in pay and” very like-

'1ly at least some of .them will be granteéed. Furthermore the new

Vinson order that instructs WLB to "clear: everything with, OPA" -(Of -

E fice of Price Admlnlstratlon) in order to see to it that wage in-
“creases will not cause the employers any loss in. proflts and any

request for prlce boosts - Just about emauculates the ’ar Ldbor

jBo&rd.

e

* SLAVE LABOR Vs ORCANTZED LAEOR =~

"jIn other spheres the New Deal is requestlno FdSClSt 1ealslatldn ‘
- ‘1like the ™Work or Jail" bill., It is appointing:Wall Street bigwigs
“to head the State Department. It is laying the basig internation-.

ally for slave and ‘conscript labor. A Republlcan Senator stateg
that he hears on -good authority that the ‘peace agreement with Italy
provides for.two million slave laborers to form conscript workers

“in- forelgn lands,’ 800,000 in Russia, 200,000 in the U.S., 200, olole)}

in Britain, 200,000 in Australia, 200, OOO in Brazil and the rcst
scattered. The Crimean Confercnce opcnly called for such slave
oattallons, when Germahy is defeated. :

Even the most. irnodent chlld knows ‘that no natlon can endorse tne
principle of slave battalions drawn from other countries, without
gventually adoptlng ‘the practlce for 1ts own worklngclass. ‘

"The labor novement is uneasy, under all thls preesure.s "A number of

decrees by Jimmy Byrnes make the reaction even more: prondunced..
Union conventions will, for the most »art, be outlawed this year.,
Places of entertalnment and. relaxatlon for the working class will.
be closed after 12° mldnlght (The rich who don't work.‘the swing or
night shift have "prlvate" seloons and clubs that will:'not be af-
fueteds) Draft boards are to check and see if workers are absent
too often from work,; if they are, they are to te yanked into the
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army. Even before Congress passes the "Jorx or Jail" bill, the
draft boards and WMC are forcing people to quit jobs and be assigned
by the government to other jobs under penalty of belng drafted into
the armed forces.

THE HARVEST OF THE P.A.C.

Under the circumstances it is easy to see why the demand for a La-
bor Party is again putforth. The dormant Michigan Commonwealth Fe~-
~deration - which practically died during the campaign - is again
beglnnlng to bustle. A CIO official in New Jersay shows how great
is the pressure of the working class for a change. He writes ("The
Retail Organizer"):

"Forced (in l944'elections) to make our choice, as workers, for the
Party that will fight for our interests, as opposed to the interests
of Big Business, we really go to town. Wec form the PAC, get mil-
lions to register and votc and contribute. We do such an amazing
job that we scare the pants off the big fellows.... We flocl to the
polls, our man is eleccted and we're all set for a fair break, when
the announcement hits- us like a bombshell. " 'No change in thtle
Steel Formula'. This punch below the belt staggers us. It's hard
-to believe. Why that is exactly what_wé were warned would hmppen

if Dewey was elected., Had F.D.R., the 'greatest friend of Labor’
rewarded his enemies and punished hlS friends? As we slowly rise,
after taking the count of nine, we were met with still another foul
blow, the rabbit punch - STETTINIUS IS APPCINTED SECRETARY OF STATE.
V'e can hardly believe our eyes. Why this man is only a puppe® for
Wall Street. He represents the interests of Big Business. Amd
they loist the election! These money changers were to be drivewn
from the Temple. Yes, it looks like they were driven around tlhe
‘block in a big limousine, gathering up the Rockefellers, the Cliay-
. tons and the Grews, etc. and then right back to the very choice:ist
-seats in the Temple." \

And this comes from a "leader" who supported the CIO policy.

The cleavage between the working class and the capitalist class i:s
becoming more clearly defined. 1In the first period of the war so-
cial-patriotism swept the workers into "going along" with a great

- deal of anti-labor legislation and restrictions. But with the pro«
gress of the war, the discarding in action of the beautiful promi-
ses of the "war against fascism", the "four freedoms", the "Atlan-
tic Charter", the "rights of the common man" the American worker
sees clearly that he has again been tricked into supporting the
class collaborationists to help the imperialists win their war for
markets. As the disillusionment grows it is expressed in action -
strike action, protest action, demands for higher living standards
and better working conditions, demands for assurance agulnst post-
war depression and chaos.
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The capitalist class, wide awake to what is coming moves further
and further to the right - more and more of the. democratic rights
of the workers are being taken away, and. more and more-of govern-
ment by decree is taking place. Militia is gquietly being trained
to shoot down the workers when they get on the streets ip action.
Blue prints are all drawn up for use by the police and armed for-
ces = not against some foreign "enemy" but for use against thu wor-
Kers'at_home. These actions work two ways =- as the‘bosses insti=-
tute more repressions the workers fight harder against them. But

armed force is the last thing tne capitalist class .wants to use
while it pretends 1o functlon as a "democracy".

Under the circumstances American capitalism needs an escape valve.
The labor fakers throughout the country show that they understand
this, and are getting worried. The pressure of the rank and file
seems to be too great for them to disregard it any further.

Emil Rieve, Textile Workers CIO leader, has Jjust announced that he
"releases'" 100,000 textile workers from their no-=strike pledgeu
(Incidentally that's a bit of joke, since no worker was coasulmed
when Rleve and his ilk gave up the right to strlﬁe.)

Lew1sACIarx, head of the Pac tinghouse "orkers, is issuing mild °
‘threats of a strike vote unless the War Labor Bodrd hands down ¢:
favorable order in -the case of the Big 5 ~ held up for months, first
by the WLB and now by Vinson. ‘ . ‘

The UAW- CIO board meetlng in' New Orleans voted to urge the CIO to
quit the War Ladsor Board.

Something like a revolution is going on within the rank and file

of these three large unions. Workers are getting sick of the run
around. A powerful rank and file pgroup is functioning in the CIO
auto workers union. Delegates. from Kansas City and nlsewhere raised
blue murder at a recent packinghouse workers conference and demand-
ed an end to the no-strike run-around.. In every basic union in the
country, the cry to rescind the no-strike pledge is rising.

It's easy to see, therefore, why Rieve, Clark and Walter Reuther are
teginning to yleld to this pressure. But the working class can

have no truck with these miserable fakers, who sold us out for three
long years and are now trying,to stop us from going the whole hog.
Even if the no-strike pledge is rescinded-thece gentlemen will

fight like- tlgurs against any strike and against any militant poli-
cy.

But the big ace in the hole is this Labor Party. When all else
fails the Labor Party will be trotted out as the great panacea
that will help the American workers ovcrcome tne horrible things
they are sufferlng today.
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THE AMERICAN FORM OF PEOPLE'S FRONTISM

To any mature worker who understands the class struggle, the Labor
Party is the most insidious danger to the American working class,
It is such a great danger precisely because of the illusions it
fosters.

What difference is there, for"inatanoe,.between the CIO Political
Action Committee of the last elections and .a Labor Party? PAC was
an "independent" instrument. of labor by which the Hillmans, lMurrays
and Browders helped elect Roosevelt. . Without PAC Roosevelt would
have bteen defeated. The only difference between PAC and Labor Par-
ty 'is that instead of the dlllmans, Murrays and Browders supporting
Roosevelt in the next election, they will support the.... Hillmans,
"Murrays and Browde¢rs for office. If there is any difference Dbe-
tween these two it ceértainly is neg1141b16. o

Of course the Labor Party ‘advocates will tell you in private that °
they don't want a Labor Party. headed by. Hlllman,‘Murraj'and Brow-
der. Eut any person over 9 yearcvof age’who seriously believes
that an American Labor Party can_circumvent PAC and oldney Hlllman,
should be gently encased in a straltgacket ‘and put away with bdtaer
nice people who have Napoleonic complexes. PAC is THE nucleus for
the Labor Party. It is a powerful ‘machine ‘that w111 not be shunted
aside by & preyer, Sidney. Hillman knows thats He knows too 1 -
that eventually he will have to organize a Labor Party nationally
to try and take the steam out of ;«proletarlan revolt. He is cor-
tainly not against a Labor Party, since he is the chairman of the
only meaty Labor Party 1n the Unlted States, the one. in New York.

What is. a Labor Party? In 1935 when Browder and the . Stallnlsts
first came out for a Labor Party Browder “and Stachel wrote a pam-
phlet advocating "not a reformist Labor Party" with the Lewieces,
Olsons, Norman Thomases and Greens, but a: ”ReVOlutlonary Labor Par-
ty". Today James P. Cannon and his Trotskyists are likewise talk-
ing about a Labor Party which 'is "not reformist"., But both Cannon °
and Browder know better. . ‘o it Lo

There can be no LaLor Partj whlch 1s NOT reformlqt" All Labor Par-
ties must be reformist in character. For what .is the essenca of ’
Labor Partyism? It is a peoples front of most of .the labor flakers
and some liberals. It is purelj a. LEGISLATIVE instrument, no% an
organ of class: struggle. It is a machine for taking the workers
iight OUT OF THE FACTORIES AND IhTO Td@ ﬂnLLS OF CONGRESS.

In plain English,: Labor Partylsm is- the Ambrlcan form of People S
Frontism. And. nothlng has been -more devastatlnb to the Prolzctarian
Revolution and Socialism in these :last thirty years ‘than People's
Frontism. - In Russia in 1917 it was called the "denocratlc coali-
tion" of ‘the NencheV1ls and Social Hevolutionaries. In Germany im
1919 it was .called the coalition government of the 8001a11sts and
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Independent Socialists. In England it was the- ‘Labor Party govern-
ments In France and Spain the People's Front. . In Germany 1923 it
was called the "Workers and Farmers Government'": of-8axony and Thu-

- ringia. In China. 1t was called the People s Government of the

Kuomintang. . v o
COMPROMI E LEADS TO uAPTTULATION ‘

Everywhere, the-essence of Labor Partylsm (People's Frontism) is

_.. SURPORT OF. AND: CAPITULATION TO bourgeois democracy. When the work-
© . ing class is thoroughly dlsgusted witi the OPEN: bourbe01s parties,
:capltallsm permits and supports a "Lab or i Party, ~or a Popular Front,

to gatner the oppressed 1nto a safe ca01talrst fold.

’-that ba51s of unlty can there be, for 1astunce,'oetweeh John L.

Letrisy Sidney Hlllman, James P. Cannon and Max Schachtman? Cer-

‘tainly it can not be on a program for the _revolutionary overthrow

of capitalism! It can only be on a compromise legislative program
which ATTENPTS TO FATCH UP THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM. It can only be

;“J;jon the'uas1s of support of. ”proares31ve" 1erlslat10n like the ag-

.0 mer’ act, the Murray-Dlngell Bill, the "$30 svery Thursday" propa-
;:ganda etc._'Bu !; say the Cannonltes and Schacntmanltee,-lf that is

-5 & Hillman ‘and Lew1s will agrec to we will clean them out of the

oo “trade unions, “so that the unlohs can te thc uaSlS of an’ "1ndepen-
i dent" Labor Party. ' SR IR o

.

‘1"~fBut let us see whether ‘on the program of "Laoor Partylsm" the Hill-

*.-rmans w1ll be cleaned out or ‘will be strengthened.‘,

.J“Labor Partylsm is not an a001dental or an- 1nc1dental part -of the

Trotskyist: (centrlst) program. It is not a mere. tactic: to be uscd

“today. and - tossed overboard tomorrow7 ‘Labor Partyism, if adopted,
iy o0 alters EVIRY. ADPECT OF +THZ PROGRAM OF- ANY PROFESSEJL{ MARXIST OR-
RS GANIVATIOW‘ B :

In the" phcre of trace union work, Lakor’ Partylsm pushes 'its pro-

tagonists into attempting "BROAD unlty" - that means they .capitula-
te to second-ratc- labor: fakers and mild reiormlsts who: they know

. must be in thd  new Labor: Party._ They work UNDER such people.
- They 'support: now’ Lewis, now Tobln, now Reuther as the "lesser
L evils™, : :

In. the sphere of Labor Defenee'work LaL@r Partylsm means dropping

‘ﬂf}all sem lantce. of class. protest and cless struggle in favor of al-
_fllances with- the 1ik erals, and compromise &nd capitulation to the
““courts and laws of caaltallsm;‘ This . tne Cannqnltes did in their
,‘hlnneapolls case. - . P

Fel

A REFORM;ST PATCHING OF DECAY

> ",

In polltlcs 1t means an 1ncrea81ng empha31e on LEGISLATIVm aCbIOD

: ~frather than actlon at the p01nt of productlon and in the streets.
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That explains for instance why so many Cannon Trotskyites are re-
fusing to run for Shop Committee posts in the auto factories, but
ARE w1111ng to form Labor Party clubs, why they refuse to parti-
cipate in rank and file progressive groups, but will participate
in any labor party conference.

Labor Partyism means such things as support of "trade union con-
scription", "ham and eggs" and other reformist measures. It means
a general watering down of the program of the centrists so that
there can be BROAD unity of all the so-called "progressive" (i.e.
~Labor Party) forces. The Schachtmanites are an excellent example
of this process. They have become what Lenin called "economists",
The level of their polities is "trade union politics". Their po-
litical horizon does.not stretch beyond bourgeois democratic de~
mands and leglslatlon.

Labor Partyism meahs PATCHING UP THE .CAPITALIST SYSTEM RATHER THAN
OVERTHROWING IT. 1In the last analysis it leads to giving up class
struggle methods. - It leads to unity with the opportunists. Both
Cannon and Schachtman have GIVEN SUPPORT TO THE SOCIAL-PATRIOTS OF
EITHER THE HILLMAN~BROWDER OR THE DUBINSKY-ROSE STAMP, IN THE NEW
YORK LABOR PARTY. That is the logical outcome of Labor Partyism:
unity with the social patriots. Naturally‘bannon's and Schachtman's
positions are not yet fully developeds Life hasn't yet forced them
to make all the concessions to bourgeois democracy that they will
eventually have to make if they really mcan what they say about a
Labor Party. But the direction they are travelling is quite clear.

Furthermore Cannon and Schachtman know where they are going. Their
support of and capitulation to bourgeois democracy is not something
new, They favored a Blum-Cachin government in France in 1935-36,
They favored a Caballero-CNT ("Left" People's Front) government in
Spain a year or two lateri They openly called for "support of rot-
ten bourg901s democracy” durlng the Spanish Revolution,

The program of Labor Partyism does not help to w1pe Sidney Hillman
or any other labor faker out of the trade union movement because

it is in essence a CAPITULATION to Sidney Hillman and the capltahst
class, for whom he is .an open agent.

BetWeen'Roosevelt and PAC (Hillman) and the Labor Party (Wallace-
"Hillman~Browder-Cannon) there is an inexorable pipe-~line. All
three are parts of the same thing. And lMNr. Hillman is about the
best barometer of what is happening in American class relationse.
In 1940 he supported Mr. Roosevelt without any ands, ifs or buts,
In 1944 he 'had to do it through a PAC. And in 1948 he may support
a Wallace or a Hillman on a straight Labor Party ticket. All three
are part of the same parade, except that clase relations were
sharper in 1944 than 1940 and it was necessary to feed the working
class much demagogy about "independent" action and "electing our
own people". Now that the noble "experiment of FAC has solved no-
thing the left-PAC-ists are already demanding that the next step be
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taken. Sooner or later the xagnanlmous Mr. H1llman will accede to
these demands, and such sterling exponents of the Bolshev1k Revo-~
lution as Mr. Wallace will jump on the bandwagon.

I3

LABOR "PARTY PREVENTS WORKERS' INDEPENDENT ACTION -

There is no such thing as an "independent™ Labor Party. - A Labor
Party can only be an instrument of capitalism, a THIRD capitalist
partye. It will NOT make: the workKer more class-c¢onscious; it will
merely lead him into a blind alley, just as PAC led him into a
blind alley. SRR

But then, what is the program of the revolutionary Marxists? We
are against the organization of a Labor Party. What do we counter-
pose to it? .

Our program has no wild panaceas, quick shortcuts. It is composed
primarily of two pointss :

1- The organization of a Revolutionary Marxian Party based on the
principles of Marxism, opposition to the war, (revolutionary de-
featism), workers control of socialized production for use instead
of for profit under a workers council government (dictatorship of
the proletariat).

2- Intensification of action at the point of production and in the
streets. A national progr6581ve group is needed inside the labor

" movement to rescind the no-strike pledge and elevate the level of

the working class, through strikes, gitdowns, demonstrations, re=
fusal; of- sh;pmentsf¢or co&nten revelutlon, etc. etc. by a simul-
taneous struggle’ dgainst” the' capltallst the labtor faker and the

bourgeois government.

‘A number of steps in this direction have already been taken. Out-
standing among . -these :are the Trade Union Educational Leaoue, with
its ‘center in Cleveland ‘and the Rank and File Committee in:the
auto workers CIO union. The Rank and File group, which has put up
an excellent struggle to rescind the no-strike pledge in the pre-
sent UAW-CIO referendum, -is unfortunately saddled with illusions
about the Labor Party. Sooner or later the Labor Party elements
will attempt to liquidate the militancy of the Rank and File into-
purely legislative and parllamentary channels. The genuine mili-
tants and revolutionists within. tHe Rank and File will eventually
be forced into a head-on collision with Labor Partyism - Labor
1PagtyLsm and a program ‘of clasu'strugcle can not exist side bv
side. : SRR R

. Labor Partyism, like all- Popular FrOntlsm, can only pave the way
for Fascism., It must be exposed as such! .We must not be fooled
by the label. Underneath the words "Labor Party" are the same
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old treacherles of 0001a1 democracy and popular frontism which
have caused so many fiascos and betrayed dozens of revolutions.

FIGHT THE LABOR PARTY!. - AGENCY OF THE :CAPITALIST CLASS
FOR CLASS STRUGGLE ACTION IN “THE UNIONS'
FOR A RVVOLUTIONARY MARXIAV PARTY' ONWARD TO PROLETARIAN

| RmVOLUTIuN‘
Feb. 22, 1945.

f?::j~ SR ‘READ. 'AND' 'SUBSCRIZE o —
 The FICHTlNG \/\/Oi KER

Popular Organ of the REVOLUTIONARv WORKLRS LEAGUE, U. S. A.

Affiliated to the INTERNATIONAL CONTACT COMMISSION

The Fighting Worker contains popular analysis of national and
international events; featured artloles on economlcs, and
interesting columns of comment..

Subscription rates are $l 00 a. year._-Single copies 5 ¢.

- Bundle orders of 10 or. more sent to you postage paid at the
rate of Ol £ a copy. SPREAD THE FIGHTING WORKER!

Order from DEMOS PRESS, 708 N. Clark.St., Chicago, Ill.
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THE RED AR;\/\Y ANI RE\/OLUT!ON

- 'SOME" SOCTAL ASPZCTS :OF THI RED ARMY,
AND SOME REVOLUTIOVARY ASPECTS OF TRANSITION SOCIETY

/e have written analyses of the Red Army more than once in the past
few years, and there -appears-little {0 .change our analyses. The

Red. Army is the defense weapon of the Workers' State in an imperia-
wllst world.l Were we to assume:the-existence of a perfectly healthy

" Workers' . State; then we could-build.a: full set of perfect specifi-

"catlons for the role of-the Red Army...We would say: . the Red Army
is more than the‘deferise arm of the. Work ers' State - 1t 1s ‘part of
‘the Army of World Revolutlon. ‘

“Put the Sov1et Unlon is conslderably less than tne perfectly nealtly

. Warkers' State. T% did not start as a. perfectly healthy Workers'
State, nor has its ‘development: been entlrely in that .direction.

What we have, actually ‘and: nlstorlcally, As a ) Vorxers' State -in what

'was one of the most backward capitalist -nations, a.Workers' State

- gestated by that very backwardness and born in Lhe lakor palns of

H*flmperlallst war's In ‘the midst.of:its task of fighting for life ag-

~ainst civil war and ‘imperialist: lnterventlon, ‘it found it ‘necessary
to embark on a pdlicy-of carefully planned conce351ons to.capital-
-ism. = the New Economic Policy-of 1981. :Then it had to turn to the

.?{ireoulldlng ‘of “its completsly: shattered resources. This ‘task was
oo, complicated by the’politicalisuccess:of the Stalinist fadtion of the
. Communigt Party, a sucecéess which proved: utterly catastrophic, to the

socialist’ revolution. outside:of ‘the Soviet Union and ultlmately
turned. the social, ecohomic’ and: polxtlcal course ‘of the Soviet Union

;"T.ltself from' the road to soc1allsm bacie-onto the road to capitalism.

The results we all khow welli:a: warped, degenerated Wor! ers' ‘State,
~whose most fundamental merit: ‘isinegative - the-absence of private

¢ property. relatlons 1n tne ‘means of oroductlon.

"'_?Wlth tne great changes, theoretlcal and practlcal in the history
- .;-.of the Soviet Union ‘went concomitant «changes in the Red Army. It
-+ passed fro“‘an 1nstrumenv for“furthering 'the Norld Révolution by an

. :offensive to an 1aetrument -for ‘defending ithe gains of October, 1918-

21. Later it changed ‘into-an ‘instrument . for. .defending the geograph-

ic borders of the Soviet Union. Flnally it has reached the stage of

~+ open alliance with imperialist armies for the defeat of 1mperia11st

. enemies and anti- -révolutionary 1nterventlon ag alnst the messes in
‘the defeated cot ntries. f§ e B T T P PP :

There is a. tremendous polltlcal contradlctlon 1nherent in this role
of the Red Army.--OR the one hahd it-remains the armed. force of the
CLASS in power in the Soviet Union, the working class.‘ 3ut it is
also the tool of the administration in the Soviet Union. In’this
sense, the Stalinist leadership uses the Red Army against the inter-
ests of the working class, both within and outside of the Soviet
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Union. There can be little doubt of the bargain Stalinism has
struck with the allied 1mper1allsts. In reward for ald in defeating
German imperialism, Stalinism af férs’ito Ye 1mper1allsm s big stick

in Central ahd'South-Eastern Europe'-ahd inh"Asia. It will aid in
keeping the workers in-check whenever they rise to strike off their
chains. The.eveants in Spain years ago demonstrated this.

But what about the social bac&ground of “the-Red Army soldlers?
Aren't they workers in a Workers!' State? Yes, they are. - Then won't
thef refuse to flgnt -against the worl ers° : ell....have they?

I”\T'THq EVLNT oF SOCIAL RLVOTUTIOV

It appears that nb formula for the Red Army, no. label will solve
this burpning problem for us. What is our approach to.the Red Army -
in the event of social revolution in a Luropean capitalist nation?
What is the Red (Army's approach to tne social revolutlon7 e -

Let us assume that we ‘are in. the mldst of a strlke 31tuat10n. A
thug=~admini stered boss- controlled union is scabbing.on us. Some
elements . of our llne we .can 1ay down unconditionally. - = : :
1) Under NO conditions will we appeal to-the boss for aid in our
fight (and this implies the bourgeois police force, too).’

2) We will NOT says: Our own ‘class- brotners are. agalnst us - we're
licked. . ‘
3) We will do all we can to prevent tne scabs from strlle -breaking.
We will use working-class persuasion: on the scabs. We will attempt
to win over the rank-and- -file, to our. side.: We w1ll not waste much

t ime 'reasonlng“ with their leadersnlo.,; :

4) But will we lay it down as a general line: under ALL c1rcumstances
that we -advance the 'slogan of "march eeparctely and strike together"
with the scab union?  No. The ologan is: meant to be applied where
it ean further the ‘interést of the worhlng class, not where it can
creatc illusions in the minds of thé strikers abOut the nature of-

strike breaking. H1story is a hard teacler, ~will not spare us
any grief for our seriou8 mistakes because we meant well. If we do
not plan well then our meanlng well 1is worthlesu. SESIER L

It should- be ‘evident Ly now that our approacn to the Red Army w1ll
depend on the precise s1taatlon ex1st1ng in any given case. It is
tactically meaningless to say: There is no. prlvate ownership of - =
the means of production 'in the Sov1et ‘Union: THEREFORE the revolu-
tionists will offer to march separately ‘and strike ‘together with the
Red Army, or - CUnversely, we w1ll NOT march separately and. strlke to-
gether. ‘ : ,

The above mode of "reasoning" (?) .is neither historical nor materi=-
aligtic = it is not even. loglcal. It substitutes a formula for a-
careful study of the concrete situation necessary in each cases Ve
propose to arrive at a revolutlonary approach to the Red Army by
examining a number of bjpothetlcal cases which “lll present the main -
coacelvaole varlant o el e Lrel ern g
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The article "The Red Army and Capitalism” (Sept. 1944 'Fighting
Worker") cites one specific variant. Let us start with the situa-
tion laid down there. The: Rumanian workers have ectaollsned a "ge-
nuine Soviet." "The Red aArmy, still willing to accept Stalinist
.orders, now attacks that Soviet. What shall the Rumanian workers

" do?"..+.They should march "against every defender of capitalism,
whether labeled Soviet or not. But, at the same time, these workers
should'also use every possitle effort not to surrender the economic
base of the Soviet.Union." ' :

Before going further, let us recognize TWO all- 1mportant variants
-"of this 1llustratlon. a) Not only the -Stalinist controlled Red Army,
"~ btut also outrlght 1mper1allst forces are in the field against the
Rumanian Soviets. b) As a result of Imperialist defeats (or for oth-
er reasons), the 1nper1al*st forces .are.not in the field - i.e., the
Stalinist Red Army 'is the only organized military force against the
Rumanian Soviets. The tactical oroLlems confrontlng the Rumanian

» Red Guard are dlffﬁrent 1n these two Cases. 4

a) The first variant 1nvolves two aoproaches The Rumanian workers
must fight a war for the SMASHING of the 1mper1allst army. Their
propaganda in the ranks of the. imperialist armies must advoCate ‘mase
desertion, froternlzatlon, revolutionary defoatlcm.

AR ON.TWO FRONTS
uut what if thu Red Army is fighting on two fronts: against the wor-
Xers and against an enemy. imperialist who is also fighting on two

. rrfronts (against the workers -and against..the Red Army)? Here we ar-

rive at the crux of the problem. Shall:we, tht Rumanian Red Cuard,
- strike blows: at the Red Army. at a time when it is fighting an enemy
- imperialist? The porcopt1Vo reader will by this time have rcalized
that thne revolutionary Red Guard is also flgﬂtln” on two fronts.

The revolutionary Red Guard w1A1 malntaln the same course of con-
duct toward the imperialist army as above outlined. Now, however,

., enters a complloatlng fector.  Shall we endanger Lthe economic base

of the Soviet Union oy oartlclpatlng in the two front war agalnct
- the Red Army?. o _ : :

Here our tactic must be Ltased entirely .upon .the specific relatlons
of forces. Certainly we must propagandize the Red Army ‘to break
down Stalinist anti-revolutionary ciscipline. . Andisin this cpe01flc
circumstance, the proposal "liarch separatelv and strike together™
JAY be employed. It is not a matter of principle that it must bve
emuloyed. After all, we cannot bLase ourselves on.the. assumptlon
that the defeat of a Stalinist Red Army by a reVOJutlonary force .
Jjeopardizes the property relations of the Soviet Uniosn. The main-
~tenance of transition economy property relations démands the poli=
tical revolution agalnst Stalinism. - Moreover, there can be little
doukt that the greatest incentive to the:anti~Stalinist political
revolution will -be the sodlal revolution in other countries.
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Here then we have arrived at a position based on a careful evalua-
tion of the relevant facts - NOT by use of a magic formula. When
the danger appears very great. that our attack on the Red army will
jeopardize the economic base of the Soviet Union, then we must agi-
tate for the united front.against the impcrialist forces. Zut even
here, we cannot let the potentially successful Rumanian Soviets go
down in blood for the sake of historic sentimentality.

When all ‘is said and done, our analysis thus far had led to no star-
tling innovation in line. We have simply carried to its historical
consequence. our thesis that the class struggle is ALWAYS first.

REVOLUTIONARY D?FEATISM AND REVOLUTIOVARY DEFENS ISM

The other variants thus: far outl1ned are much simpled to analyze.
"here the Red Army collaborates with the Rumanian bourgeois army
against the revolution, we do not tell the Red Army. to continue the
Front; we must split the forces of the counter-revolution, differ-
entiatlng, of course, between bourgéois state forces and the Red
Army. We have the same line to the bourge01a state soldier as be-
fore, i.e. revolutionary defeatism. Now we tell the Red Army sol-
dier: Abandon the front against the .Rumanian Red Army. Go to your
CLASS front, reelect Soviets! Arrest the Stalinistsi Give us aid
and we w1ll glve you aid against your, 1 betrayers at home:

-Now assume for the moment that the Red Army is the only active anti-
revolutionary wmilitary force in the field. In this situation to
tall for striking together can ‘have only one meaning: the two op-

. posed forces can strike together only as two locomotives travelllng

’utoward each other on a s1ngle track can strike together!

The foregoing is a detalled study of a varaiant in the Fighting
Worker. article. There are many other variants. We do not propose
to go into all of them, nor claim the above analysis is exhaustive.
It is simply a demonstration of the.lMarxian approach to a tactical
problem: 1) thorough examination of the main variants; 2) a solution
based on the line of CLASS STRUGGLZ. .

To formulate a general line is an accomplishment; but it is only a
beginning. The general line is meaningless. except in its applica-
tion. The Marxist cannot divorce theory from practice - neltner
in the trade union nor in the revolutlonarv unheaval.

- THE APPROACHING OoCTOE R AND THE SOVIZT UNION

The new October will burst the old 3001ety apart with all the force
of a fragmentation bomb. The hour of "the flnal conflict", for
which we have worked so long, is indeed at hand.. The forces of the
explosion will be- literally incalculatle. There will be so much of
hatred so much of vengeance, so many bloody crimes of capitalism to
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expiate, that the revolutionists will have as much work in restrain-
ing the masses as in guiding them positively. The flames from the
exp1051on will sweep all Europe _into the Llaze, and tongues of fire
will melt the shackles from the hundrdds of ‘mifllions enslaved in
Asia. Even the American worker at home, untouched by the most dir=
ect sufferings of the 1mper1a11st war, will te drawn into the move-
ment. Is it really to be exoected undér ‘these’circumstances that
the degenerated workers' state will remain comatose? Can we not be
certain that the masses of the Soviet Union will remembter their re-
volutionary traditions and join in the conflict on the side of the
international proletariat?

The revolutionary ferment will grow in the first Workers' State.
Here too it will find itself restrained by the bonds of Stalinism.
At this stage the internal forces so long undermining the Stalinist
regime will attain explosive violence. Stalinism will disintegrate
into its components, and the class against class war will break out
in the Soviet Union. The Red Army in the field will bte as suscept-
ible to revolutionary currents as the workers at hoiwe. The politi-
cal revolution will have a class nature, with class objectives (the
showdown will split the Stalinist camp, but that fraction which
chooses to flgnt against the workers must at this stage go over to
the world capitalist class).

At precisely this stage, the revolutionists outside the Soviet
Union must address the Red Army with their slogans. And what shall
those slogans be? Obviously: the only way to defend the Soviet
Union is to overthrow Stalinism! Reinstitute proletarian democracy!
Arrest the Stalinist officers and comwmissars: Form Soldiers' Com-
mittees and elect officers! March together and strike together
with the forces of the world revolution! FOR THE 7ORLD OCTOBER!
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INTP DU‘"TORY NOH:

TO THL KRABIAN AND JEWISE uUESTIUN IN PALESTINE

1-The follow1ng ar 1cle, farst-puh 1she& by the R@yoluuionarv Wora
- Kers Leagne in 1926, revests 2 k@eﬁ :“mlzhv' Nt tae basic pro-

blems cf tue Jawg in I'sieatine, uring whe wofern war hysteria,
the zo-galled deloCraclss ars tryi‘* Lo DOBE 28 the frisadse of
Cohis” hhrasseq ang aounaesd mipority. xhe_iq" & u;P'3Abe’T” the

mask from the 1ﬂpchaL15t hvpouchJ "hh “frlenQChlp" of Lh@ im-

. perialists - both British and Amorloax - for the Jews, is a.pure

~'rpolltlcal manouver.  Britain, follow1nr thu first 1moer1a ist
carnage, needed- a ‘watchdog for its oil lee lines and its dominqnce
of the Near Bast.' . The Zlon st-movement; 1everly connternosed

. the Arabian natlonallst nmovement sy purmltt@d Bxlta1n %) d1v1de,
.rule’and prosper. .But itraefinitely offered: nothlnm 16 the Jewish
people. ' The- Jew1sh dream of a- homelam& 1 Ju@t ac much of a d;eam

today as ever before. A i .

When British 1mner1allsm founu it exnedlunt to woo the Arab it
tossed "the high platitudes of a "Jewish Homeland" overboard; it
limitea and thpn closed emigration (never absorbhing more- than an

" infiniteésimal portion of wWorla Jewry) andvimposéd a- ‘number ‘of”

~other restrictions.. :ile Marxists. havblalwajs*p01nt d “out ‘that‘'no
~minority can: escape firom the violenge Of ¢ 1mper1a11um. “Theré is no
haven anywhere on earth.  That:is true’for ‘the “Negro- GarVPYIteS
((“back to africa") &g wellas for the Jewigh Zionmists ("back to the
Holy Land"). There are no new vistas, no new haues for the op-
pressed. No minority people, no small nationality, can escape the
dominance of one imperialist. power or another: The glorious vi-
sions of .the Zionists in the 1920's have alreacy evaporated into
thin airs The Jew in Palestine, if he is a worker or a farmer; is
Just ae oppressed ae the underdog everywhere. and British imper-—
lalism exacts a full pound of fliesh for its imverialist pot — let
no one make any mistake on that score.

Lately American jmperialism has joined the "noble cause". With
shameless hypocricy the Wall Street regims which tyrannically
rules over Porto Ricang, Central Aumericans and numerous others,
which keepe 13 million Negroes under an iron fist - this "demo-
cracy" sheds crocodile tears for the "poor Jews". (The Fascist
butchers, incidentally, shed similar tears for the "poor arabs".
The hypocricy is the came, only Uncle Sam uses one medium, the
Nazis use another.) o

No one with any political sense will be misled. American imper-
ialism is challenging Britain's dominance over the Near Rast.
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and, like the British Lion, Uncle Sam wants to use the Jews as
its watchdog. It is using the Zionist movement as an entry wedge
into Near Eastern affalrss It is emulatlng Lord Balfour - and
precisely for the samn purposes., :

The following artlole, 1n our oplnlon, pﬁveals some of the mo-
tives behind the 1mper1allst *humanitarianism". What it says:
about the Jews and. the Arabs can be said equally of countless
other oppressed peoples: IMPERIALISM. USES CASTES, GROUPS AND
NATIONALITIES ONE AGAINST THB OTHER IN ORDER TO DOMINATE THE
WHOLE UNIVaRSm. If it covers such maneuvers in the convenient
cloak of "freedom", we ‘Marxists must tear the c¢cloak aside and ex-

pose 1mper1allsm 1n its naked tyranny.
"~ ONLY THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION CAN SOLVE THE MINCRITY PRCBLEMS.

“ONLY THE PROLLTARIAN REVOLUTION GAN END IMEERIALIST WARS AND
. DEFBAT FASCISW. . : . .

SUPPQRT THF

INTERNAT I.N AL CON TACT
COMMISSI ON ‘

READ AND
bmr/\u T&—

INTERNAT IQNAL N EWS




INTERNATIONAL NEWS Page 16

THE ARABIAN AND }E\/\/LSH QUESTION
?‘\} PALESTING

Palestine which belonged to Turkey for many centuries, was captured
by Great Britain in 1917 through an engineered revolt and a promise
to the Arabian landowners and bourgeoisie to establish an Arab .
National State supported directly by British -imperialisms. By.ob-
taining Palestine Great Britain obtained a position of capital im-
portance. Through Palestine English imperialism has a gateway to-
the Suez Canal, the great route:to India and €hina.: Moreover and
particularly, the pipe line for Mosiil oil termlnates ‘at. the seﬁport'-
of Haifa and with it the railroad to Mesopotamia. Great Britain
was thus placed in a pos1t10n of holding a strategic commercial and
military position over the' land route to India. Haifa has become
one of the most powerful naval bases .of ‘the British Empire.

The promise of Great Britain to help the young Arabian bourgeoisie
to establish an Arab National state, unleashed a torrent of nation-
al sentiment throughout the Islamic territories, &yria, Mesopotamia,
etcs, which threatened to upset England's equilikirum in Egypt and
the Mediterranean. To stifle these aspirations! became England's
chief problem thereon.

Britlsh imperialist policy with respect to Palestine: 1s a_part_ of
the_general colonial pclicy of 1mper1allsm of bribing certa1n stra-
ta of the colonial populdtlon to win its supEorL for its_work of
super~oppreqs1on and exp101tatlon of the co}qnlax massese.

o , ‘ ’
It was. chiefly because of these fears that Great Britain began to
make overtures to the Jews. Largely for the purpose of introducing
another force to play against the growing danger of the Arabian
movement for independence. It was with this aim that Lord Balfour
made his declaration in 1917 to help the Jews establish their na-
tional home in Palestine as a solution to the world Jewish problem,
naturally under Zionist domination and harmless to British imperial-
ism. British imperialism now straddles between the two forces, one
time favoring one, another time favoring the other.

The international Zionist movement seized upon this opportunity,”
seeing a possible realization of their hopeless utopian dream, and
began calling upon the Jews to leave their homes and settle in Pa-
lestine, thus serving two purposes: 8isrupting the movement for
revolution in their native countries and creating a solid support
for British imperialism by acting as a buffer between the Arabian
movement for independence and Eritish imperialism, ile are opposed
to the immigration to Palestine as a solution uo the Jewish pro-
blem, Immigration of oppressed national and racial minorities is
no solution of their problems. On the other hand we are opposed to
restriction on immigration of refugee politicals and persecuted
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_rac1a1 mlnorltles ‘generally, and of restrlctlon on the immigration
. of Jews to Palestine  as a solution of the conflict engendered there
by British imperialism by their Arabian ‘and Zionist agents. The

Second International is lending 1ts support to Zionism, and through
it to Brltish lmperlallsm¢ iR _

',Lured on by the rosy dreams of the Zionists on the orle hand, and

. greatly aided by the waves.of anti-Semitism on the other, tens of
thousands of. Jewish workers and small business people emigrated to
Palestine to colonize it. To provide for the means of colonization,
millions of dollars were invested in Palestine by Jewish (and Gen=-
tile) capitalists.. In addition many Jewish capitalists finding a
new field for: exp101tatlon settled there too. >

QIt was from: then on that a frlght ul ‘expropriation of the Arabian
gpeasants took place. Their land was bought at an 1ncredibly low .
price, or seized outright, leaving the Arabian peasants practlcally
without means of existence. Pushed off his land the Arabian. pea=
sant would turn to the factory, where he would be pald far 1ower
than the standard wage paid to the Jewish worker. Or in many .cases
the Jewish employer would refuse to employ him altogethere. In this
respect his relation to the Jewsih worker would be not unlike that
@of the American:Negro to the white workers The extreme nationalist
wing of the Zionist movement, the Zionist Revisionists (Fasc1sts)
wish to drive the Arab oyt of Palesﬂlne altogether. .

All this natural resentment of the Arablan workers and peasants
agalnst the Jewish employers behind which stands British imperlal-
ism, is canallzed emasculated by the Arabiam landowners and incip-
ient bourge01s1e, and directed against the Jews as such.. The Jewish
bourgeoisie in its turn, aided by the Zlonlst movement) - directs the
Jewish workers natural class-conscious hatred of British 1mper1al-
ism against the Arabs as such, in both cases away from prltlsh im=-
perialism, upon which it depends for support. It is as a result of
this racial hatred. purposely engendered by the two national bour-.
ge0151es that. recurrent pogroms and flareups take place. Which is
in reality a reflection of the class struggle finding expression
in other forms. One important stcp to ovetrtome this ra01al anta-
gonism and proceed to consolidate on a class basis is to propagate
and organize one trade union center for Jewish and Arabian workers.
Build trade unions to be composed of Arablan and Jewdish workers.,:

~The workers who migrated to Palestine- constltute a magority of the
t6iling population in industry, but however, ‘a minority of the tot-
al ‘population. 'They are in the main from Russia, Poland, Germany.
whereé the revolutionary movement existed for long perlods, and are
in the main class conscious. But, chiefly because of the Zionist .-
teachings that in order, to :establish the "national home" it is ne-
cessary. to seek the. support of British imperialism, that warped the
militancy of the workers and consequently took on a reformist form,
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thus preventing them from finding their 'solution in revolution.

As a result it gave rise to a powerful reformist trade union move-
ment dominated by the Zionists (not unlike the SP Old Guard in the
AFL in the U.S.) known as the Histadruth. This movement pales all
other movements into insignificance, particularly the Communist
Party which totals 308 mombers mastly Jewish intellectuals. The CP
manages to make itself heard occasionally, howeyver,, through its ex-
tremely pro-Arabian anti-Jewilsh- nationallsm, which by ‘the very na-
ture of its: @truggle against .theJews as 1mm1brants and as.a whole,
plays dlrectly intg" the hands of-the- Arabian. bourgeolsle and con-
sequently fa;le to struggle against-British 1mper1allsm.

The Stalinist slogan of "Arabia for the Arabs", and. the slogan,
"Federation of all Arab Peoples" is-a further exten31on of the.
Comintern policy of -revising. Marx1sm, i€ is & natlonallst .slogan,
antl—Marx1an, it lays .the basis foF pogrom action agalnst -the -Jews *.
in Palestine. .On.the other hand,  the natlonallst Jew1sh pollcy ofx,‘
Zionism must be fought w1th the same v1bor. St g @
The Stallnlst role in Palestlne is- to play agalnst ‘the Zlonist
pawn of Eritish imperialism. The CP serves Stalin as. g .card in.
their game. of barnalnlné w1tn the 1nternatlonal boureeolsle.

The solutlon oI the Jevlsh and Arabian workers ahd the peasants of -~
Palestine lies. in- thelr united struggle, “inder  the- leadershlo of -
the proletariat . against British 1mperiallsm and their Jew1sh .and -
Arabian, caoitallstland landowner agents., Unity of the Jewish-and:
Arabian workers is a: prerequisite for-the Unlty w1th ‘the: peasants.
An allignce with .the. peasants is 1mp0551b1e as 10ng as. the prole-
tariat are dLsunlted.;wp”:- L. au‘,,vnﬁ o
s et GV
The solutlon of the workers and . peasants darinot Bé" fulfllled in
the framework of the Stalinist or Zionist slogans, or Arabian na=-
tionalist movements. -The-solution can: only be had hy carrylng the
revolution for natlonal -and: social" enaocip tlon, for agrarian and.
democratic: demando over. tio.the: dlctator@hlp of the proletariat,
This cannot .be 11m1ted to Palestine: as ‘a spe01al Je\lsh problem.
The need’ for the explo+ted Jewish'and Arabian’ peoplés of the whole
Near East calls for: tbeLr unlted Jolnt actlon agalnst 1mperiallsm,
and their’ 1ocaliagents. c , ,
The proletariat‘of the Near East, espedrallw the Jew1sh ‘workers of
Palestine, w1th»thelr peasant . allles, ‘must call far: VTHE NEAR EAST
UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS" (Egypt, Palestlne, the. Arablan States,
Syria, Iraq). A solution of the- ‘problems of the Jewish ‘minority
is possible only. w1th1n [aunit larger than the artlflclally created
Palestlne w1th1n this, Federatlon...: L . . SRS
s A woooomno
The "NEAR EAST", embrac1ng ngypt Palestlne, Syrla and Irag, con-:
stitutes a definite entity, recognlzed as’ such by. those both w1thin’
it and w1thout.; Its un;ty 16 based on. Hg‘ a. o : .

y - . . f . . e v i
. | T e B



INTERNA”IONAL NEWS ‘,'. K . . Page 19

(1) A bas1cally s1milar ecohomic and soc1a1 structure: through-
out the area - prepondarance of agriculture and the contrast be-
tween feudal landlord and the Felaheeni =

(2) A common traditlon and history - that of Arab peoples under
the Turkish yoke. . 7!

(3) The fact that: today the: whole area plays one. role in the
world ‘politics =~ .that ofi.a corridor betweenh the: muropean 1mper1a1-4;
ist powers and. their Asiatic ang. East Afrlcan emp1res.~u;:< BRI

Practically all social movements w1tn1n any of these countrles haVe
had the tendency .of spreading out. over the. whole ‘area. or at- least -
have found ‘a -strong echo there - the only important exceptlon belng,
of cours élonlsm.~ R - } BCYe
The Arab states of the Araolan Penlnsqla proper are: stlll in a far
more backward stage of development, but are linked to the other
countries by bonds' of langudge - and tradition, "common aspirations. 7.7
for a unificatdion of all Arab- -speaking peoples, and by ‘the fact

that they form part of the: same area as far as: thelr key p051t19n

in world polltlcs is concerned. S N A

Thls Federatlon w1ll have to glve the Jew1sh and other natlonal
minorities full political, esconomic and social quallty with the
Arabs. The high political level and class consciousness of the
Jewish proletarlat arsigns’ to it a 'leadingirole ini.the’ struggle of «.
the Near Last peoples for natlonal and 9001al llberatlon.-

The "Arab natlonal revolutlonlsts, 1ncludlaa the Arab Proletarlat
do not recognize a special vPalestine". » They w1¢1 fight together
with the Jewish oroletarlan revolutlonlst only o1 elﬁner of ‘the
Iollow1ng bases: : ,
1. A national: Arabiam program, the Stallnlst pos1t10n.-v‘»' o
2. A common goal for the Jewish and Arab workers and thé whole
Arab national revolutlonary movement wi thln Palestlne and w1thout
for a Near Eas T 50v1et nepubllc. ’ :

A décisive defeat of Itallan FaeClsm in the Ethloplan confllct ‘can ¢
urileash the colon1a1 masses agalns+ world 1mper1allsm, espec1ally
affecting ureat Britain, ‘The explolted Jewish “and Arab1an peoples
must have the full support, of “the ‘world proletarlav‘ esp601a11y

the workers of nngland to ‘overthrow the imperlallsts. A1l ‘this
ppesupposes as a prereoulslte the creation of a new. revolutlonary
party as a- sectlon of uhe FOURTH INTmRNATIONAL Ll
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RLPORT FROM BRITAIN

The British ruling class is alarmed. “With thelr world position in
Jeopardy and trouble looming up at home. ullltancy among the wor-
‘kers, at a .discount since ‘the betrayal of the General Strike in

1926 and capped by the black treachery of the 1929- 51 Labour Govern-
ment, is coming bacm on a new wave.v“” v SR

The-strike 1ndloator is g01ng up. “The main, 1ssues are economic
and the preservation of trade union principles. But while politi-
cal issues are not yet on the order of the day, the workers are
coming more .and more.into conflict with ‘the government’ directly
and their 1nterest in, polltlcal 1ssues 1s'”rowing._ . :

Chief centres of dlsturbance &dre englneerlng, shlpyards ‘and the
coalflelds, with transport and ‘textiles not .far behind. All urban
centres ere affected, but .London is the most backward. This is due
to its amorphous character, -where proletarian sectors are apt to

get isolated .in.its vast size. Women, brought into 1ndustry by war
needs are prov1ng stalwart fighters and the; youth in the apprentice-
“ship ‘trades are glVlng leads to tnelr elders.

Outstandlng gr;evances among englneers is redundancy ‘and the switch-
ing over from war production. Redundancy is putting large numbers
of workers out of jobs apd-uader the Zsséntial Works order they

must remain out of work-until‘dirécted by the Vlnlstry of Labour.
Meanwhile - ‘they must live . as best they can _on the dole.; Switching
over from war productlon has involved new" production jobs and has
thus raised the issue.of new rates for piece work. Blggest strikes
in- englneering now are to prevent the employers u31n~ the occasion
to lower wages.f,,: . _ 5 , ,

The coalflelds have seen the waging of a bltter struggle for exis-
tence on the part. of the miners. since 1926 The victory of the
mineowners. then stabilized the miserable conditions of the workers
and forced thouaands of. them out of the industry. It also preserv-
ed: the chaotic administration: and prevented the use of new techni~
‘que.’ Today's coal erisis is the outcoms -and thé coldest.January in
~ forty-years is driving the point heme. “But the militancy.of the

" ‘miners néver disapoeared and, there can'be 1o disputing that they
are the vanguard of the British working class struggle. The Trots-
kyists in placing their first parliamentary candidate in the field
chose Neath, a mining area in Wales. This constituency is normally
the gift of the Welsh Miners Union, for the last time it was con-
tested was 'in 1923 by the Liberals. The result of the election as
a barometer and demonstration will be of first importance.

As a consequenoe of rising class militancy, organisations of the
left are growing. This applies equally to the older parties such
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as the Independent Labour Party and the Socialist Party of Great
Britein, as it does to the newer trotskyite Revclutionary Communist
Party and the anarchist Freedom Press. Along-wita this growth, the
counter revolutionaries are also developing, but not openly under
the label of fascism. That smells too much even for them. For
immediate counter measures the ruling class is using the Special
Eranch, located at New Scotland Yard. At Uresent Freedom Press is
under fire. Last summer they were behind the atrest and prosecu-
tion of the four trotskyitess« The BEritish section of the I.(.C.
has also suffered severely at theit hands. Theirm aim, however,

is not yet suppression but intimidation and the making of stool-
pigeons.

The position of the Dartiec in Britain 1s very briefly as follows.
The Labour Party, dom1nated by trade union bureaucrats is firmly
wedded to LrltlSh Imnerlallcm. Although the wast mass of workers
. care little for the party, remembering 1929-31) there are militants
'in the ranks who though dismayed, struggle in vain hopes, and be-
cause of the lack of a visible alternative for the workers, expect
a large support at the next General Zlection. They have formed a
left wing under the leadership of Aneurin Bevan. Through his paper
'Tribune! they are making an attempt to paint the party Red.
Harold Lasgki,.vice=-chairman and leadlng theoretician of the party,
is the leader of the intellectual oprosition inside the party. His
stronghold is the Loadon School of "Economics, where his views dom=~
inate the minds of the younger intellectuals. Already one conflict
has Troken into print between Laski and Ernest Bevin, the latter
representing the trade union leaders. If Laski and Bevan can come
to an agreemeiit the Labour Party may by splitting with the rlont
ving nave a new lease of llfe.

The Independent Labour Party under the leadership of Erockway and
Padley want to get back into the Labour Party from which they split
in 1931. They have so far Leen prevented bty the militants in their
rank and file and by the unaccommodatlng attitude of Transport
House, bureaucratic :centre of the Labour Party. Commonwealth, re-
presenting the more idealistic section of the professional trades,
"has also veen able to cet support from what were baciward rural
areas. But they cannot formulate policy and apart from wishing for
socialism, have been able to accomplish very little and that mainly
parliamentary op»position to the government. Since they support

the war even tihis 1s rendered ilneffective. The anarchists have
succeeded in estatlishing & very effective publishing company,
Freedom Press, and their paper 'War Commentary for Anarchism' is
one of the kest left wing papers produced in Zritain. Organisa-
tionally they have the Anardhist Federation which is perpsovaily
concerned with the proklem of how to organise while opposing any
autnority that organisation produces. However, as they rely upon
the spontaneous uprising of the workers to accomplish their ends,
they are not worried overmuch, The Socialist Party of Great Bri-
tain continue with their socialist education and confidently expect
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one day to get a parliamentary majority with which they will intro-
duce socialisme The Communist Party has lost Heav1ly with its sup-=
‘port of the war and its open sabotage of the workers' struggles.

.While they may still remain in existence as a party to propagandize
for Stalln there is very little chance .of -their regaining the con-

.fidence of any large section of the -workers. Realising this they

have gone all out to capture trade union positions and have had a
big-measure of success, especially among engineers ancd miners, All
. the. above:organizatiqns wltm “the exception of the C.P. and Common-
‘wealth are:in opposition ta the war. ' ' '

The Revolutionary Communist Party was created last yeaxr Ly the fu-

-.glon of the official trotskyist section the Revolutionary Socialist
~League and the  four times bigger morkers-lnterngulonal League.
~The W.I.L., a split away in 1937, had-a hard Lureaucratic core,
plugged avay at,pulldlng a provaganda machine and ‘produced the

- Workens International News and ‘Youth for 8001alism, later it becane

- the 8001a1 st Appeal. : The two leaders it has produced Jock Haston

~and !fillie Lee now d0m1nate ‘the R.C.P. ney have consistently sup-
ported Cannon, whereas ‘the R.S.L. tended to the left.: There has

. hot been any large suppori for Scnachtman., _The R.S.L. paper the

Militant made great headway among the mlners in Lanarkshire, out+
side qla gow, and it is now off1c1ally ‘the Militant Miner. . The

{[R‘S L.ites claim to have no connection,but this is mrobably to

preVent the bareaucrots taking it over" This is only one. instance
of the suruggle of the fractlons within the R.C.P. " But for the
procecutlons of the trotskyists last year it 1s believed by many
that the unified orgenisation would have come to an end. The term
Oehlerite is now used among trotskyists as the term trotskyist was

:HSFd among ‘stalinists, to denote political. neresy. Whilsa that is a

itute to the activity of the I.C.C. comrades in this ountry, it

,UnouLu not be accaobed tnat everyone called an Oehlerlte is one.

Tha Oehlerltes in this country are few in numﬂer, they ex1st out -
side the Leninist League as.well as ins Their political prestige
has risen as a consequence of the distribution of I.C.C. literature.
Their weskest link is organisation, but once the measures now in

.~ the process of going into action have got well under way, a rapid
~development cen be looked for. There is no doubt that an increas-
ing number of militants are lookiig towards the British section of

the- I.C.C. for leadership in the coming period.

. London " : 2 S D.L.
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