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MILITARY PRINCIPLES
ANP CAPITALIST DECAY

The Dresenu 1mperlallst war trings forth a maze of contradictory
concepts, which certein governments try to stimulate in order that
the common people may not be able to obtain order out of chaos and
'understunolng out of lying reports. Sun TzZu in his book, "The Art
of ar", wrlttenhﬁoo_Bu.des, "all warfare is based on deception.?”
And unless one has a very clear picture of the war beforehand and
knows the real recasons for the‘military,qonflict, he. can make no
sense out of the war communiques. Ustally it is from five to
_twenty years after the war Lefore the people really know the truth

"auuut 1t.

Jhen Clausewitz correctly stated that "7ar is a merc continuation
. of politics by other means" he revealed the basie rclation of the
‘nolitical-economic struggle with -the military straggle. Unless we
‘dre able to penetrate behind the lies and deception of Dboth sides,
uinless we are able to see the dynamics of the economic struggles
‘and ‘their ultimate solution in military conhflicts, the .smokescreen
of patriotism, God, nationality and justice are only ruling class
weapons for mass 10L psychology. As long as economic condltlons
make’ wars,1nev1tab1e the. use of tnese emotlonal arousers are ne-
”cessarv toward the:-state's ends.

The present imperialist coanflict is no exceptlon to the rule even
though its make-up is more complicated with" the Soviet Union and
Stalinism on the allies' side of the strugglc. We have been told
many times by many different writers that the present war leads
back to the LlrSt werld war. And some say, all we need is more:
drastic steps against Germany and we will not have any third im-
perialist war. Such talk is stupidity or deceptions It is true
tnls war has its roots "in the last war" but not as these writers
would have us believe. The most important factors are not cven_
c0381dered.,, ' ' SRR ’ o ~

ITAb CAPITAL AND WAR

It was the conflwct of the flnan01al capltallsts of the leadlng
imperialist povers over the world's raw material, markets and
financial spheres of influence, that led to the mllltary struggle
of World 7ar I.- Eut. it was not Bbrought to" a successful military
conclusions Not because the measures against Germahy were not -
harsh enough; not becauee ‘England and France proceeded to divide

up the world'c raw materlal and markets; not because American isol-
ationism hampered the leading United States imperialists=-no it

was tecause the Russian Revolution cut ‘shert the imperialist ware.
The imperlullst war was turned into a 01v11 war.,
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This "old" truth must be kept in mind and repeated over and over
again; because this will be the "new" truth very soon, when the
present 1mper1allst war .will be turned into civil war. The pat-
tern of civil war is not for tomorrow. It is already here, but
in its embryo”stacé. Its development, as a concomitant of imper-
ialist destruction is inevitables And when it becomes a full
blown struggle, born out of capitalist decay and conflict (with

" both imperialist camps as its mother and fatiher) the. imperialists
w111 turn on thelr "new born® and attempt-to suppress it.

Nor can we Jump from 1914 to 1939 and ignore history in between

this period. In this time there were :over three dozen defeated

social revolutlons and over two dozen military conflicts of capi-

. talist nations. These are the mile-posts one must follow to see
why we - have tne second imperialist war.

Have all of the good btourgeois democrats forgotten that the leadin:g
- capitalist nations of the world put Fascism into pover in Italy, -

with Luasollnl at its head, in order to hold in check the prolet-
arian revolution? All -over the 'world the good btourgeois and social
‘democrats gave their support to these measures against the -"Reds".
Have we forgotten that it was the capitalists throughout the world
~ who suuported Chiang Kal Shek in the smashing of the Chinese Revo-
~ lution? It was on the basis of the defeat of the Chinese Revolu-
.tlon that Japan was able to launch her drive for thée conquest of
Asi a and the Pa01f1c.' ' -

FASCISH AND ”DquuRACY" '

-Have we forgotten that is was the "good" capltallsts of the world
who helped Hitler and his gang from 1923 to 1933 to put down the
- "Red" menace? It was on.the basis of the!defeated German revolu-
tions'that Hitler was able to start his conquest of Europe.

- Have we forpotten ‘the Spanlsh Civil War, where Italy: and Germany
made a direct frontal attack on the Spanish Revolution; - while
France, the Soviet Union under Stallnlsm, Englend and the United
States carried out a flank attack on the Spanlsh Revolution? The
defeat of the Spanish Revolution heralded the beginning of the
end--the preparation on a giant scale for the second imperialist
War «

In ‘all these 31tuat10ns the "democrats" rand reactlonary elements
Vopenly supported the natlonal fascists against the workers and
foppressed messes, And in all of these cases the- bourgeois demo-
erats and the social reformists paved the way for-these fascists.
Their policy led to the strengthenlng of the fascists and reac-
“tiondries on a world scale, - strengthening of Fascism first against

.the workers and oppressed masses, and second agaiast the bourgeois

democrats, whom fascism used to finance its .movements against the
working ¢lass. The bourg601s democrats and the so¢ial reformists
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will go down in history as the most vacillating, otupld and Jjelly-
like leadership the world has ever seen,

The military v1ctoryztoaay is in their recach, but these bourgeois-
democrats will lose the peace; a peace that the pattern here out-
lined already sets the mold, a basic struggle between fascism and
communism, Letween world capitalism and a socialist commonwealth.

HAViIS AND HAVE-LKOTS

Even though the capitalists of the world used Italy, Germany and
Japan in theilr respective spheres as reactionary police forces to
hold in check the masses; these powers were slowly arming themsel-
ves for the new struggle "for thc redivision of the earth". It
must be remembered these three powers were "have nots" and while
being used by the "have" powers to hold off the social revolutions,
were nevertheless, plottlng agalnst the "haves" for their share of
the earth and as a reward for service rendered agalnst the "reds",

*'This was not a- prooese of psychological forces or desires and.

plots and counter-plots., This was a process of material forces, of
the economic inghﬁ of the "have nations": Unlted States, England
_and France,-using their economic power- as pressure against the .
"have nots™" andcu;erssure to pass off the crisis of capitalist

'~ decay upon the weaker nations and the workers and oppressed masses.

The mi5hty economic weight of American imperialism enabled her to.
be the main meterial driving force for the second imperialist war
~and at the same time énabled her to conceal this behind the most
astute pa01f1et and non—telllgerant actionss

Doés anyone tulnk that ‘these leopards will change their spots?

- Their talk today about the war to end wars, the "last war", and a
lasting peace, wa.s heard over and over again during the first im=~-
“perialist war. "/ithout a fundamental economic change that will

" give the workers and oppressed masses their just rights, no words,
"no matter how well sounding, can accomplish the task.

“'ith few exceptions this war is not much different from the pre-
vious war. The basic difference is not in principle, but in other
things. This war is a greater war in destruction of men and mate-
rial. It is a greater war of space.and speed. It is a greater
war in tne fact tiat all of the scientific advancements have.been
used for the destruction of the enemy. The airplane and greater
mechanization are not problems of principle but of men and machines
and space and time, tactics and strategje

“PRINCIPLEZS OF TWAR"

Just what db‘we mean by principles of war? A famous French writer
on military questions, Marshall Maurice De Saxe, in his book, "My
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Reveries on the Art of War" says, "All sciences have principles
and rules; war has none." “Tﬁe great captains who have written

of it have glven us none." "Extreme cleverness is required even to
unaerstaad them. :

‘There is muchﬂtruth in what Marshall Saxe says. - It ‘is true that
the great writers of military struggles have presented no prin-
ciples, yet many of them use the word pr1nc1ole over and over agal:
liost of thae ml*ltarv text books mix up principles with tactics and
strategj and where they do speak of 3r1n01ples they are merely
spealiing oI tried and tested tactics and strategy of war.

Tut . it is false. to acsuhp'from this'that there are no guiding
principles’ that 12y down and determine the framework of all mili-
tary operations Here we have one of the most confused bits of
historical 1giormation”in any field of human operation: military
warfare that speaks of principles, talks of principles but does not
present aAV~principles. Here we have a field of human operation,
warfare, that is decisive often in the life and death of a nation
and countless people, but none of the writers have presented any
-principles and Marshall Saxe openly admits this. Yet we maintain
there are definite principles that envelope and determine the mi-
litary tactics and Strategjo An understanding of thése facts will
help us understand war in general and this second imperialist war
"in particulare.

" .Consicer what mepoleon said about ware. "Plan of operatlon. I
never-had a plan of operation. I advance in the center of my ba=-
tallion secure in the knowledge that wherever I encounter the ene-
my my superior power of maneuver will enable me to defeat him."
This statement sounds as though it rejects principles, strategy
and tactics and planning, but a close reading of tne sentence will
‘reveal otherwise. ~'hat the thought really states is that Napoleon
never went into battle with a cut and dried ready-made plan of ac~-
“tion, something that was pulled out of a book and "conditions made
~to Iit it". The sentence speaks of "my superior power of maneuver’
That is a pldn; it is . Dlan that dec14es v1ctory in ADVANCE of
the actual,battle. S :

"My suﬁerlor Uower of . maaeuver“ covers a multitude of plans and
conditions. ~hat Napoleon correctly left open is the tactics and
“strateg £y, “to'use in the battle with the enemy once his spies and
generel nowleoge.from all other 'sources enables him to use this
-superior power to maneuver to .the greatest advantage.

ITLITARY LEADERS

“lausewitz writes, "As recently as the revolutionary war we find
many men vho proved themselves able military leaders, yes, even
military Wegders of the first order, w1thout having had any mili-
tary education.® This is true in many cases. Lenin and Trotsk
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and their conduct of the Russian revolution which beat back inter-
vention on countless fronts and smashed the rule of the exploiters
within, reveal this. ZEven though they were not trained at these
military academies of the exploiters they proved their worth.

This will help us throw llght on the saogect of principles. Clau-
sewitz in advice on the art of war says, "7e need not study much

_ history for the purpose we propose. The detailed knowledge of a

- few individual engagements is more useful than the general know-
ledge of a great many campaigns. It is therefore more useful to
read detailed accounts of diaries than regular works of history."

"For the aim of historians," says Clausewitz," rarely is to pre-
sent the absolute truth. Usually they wish to embellish the deeds
of their own army or to demonstrate. the concordance of events with
their 1mar1nary rules. "They invent history instead of writing
lt.ll “ .

One only ‘has to go back to the first world war and consider how
historians have written history up to the second world war without
a proper explanation of the dozens of capitalist wars and social
revolutions, to realize this point.

"War is nothing else but a mutual process of destruction." says
Clausewitz. 'He continues, "War, therefore is an act of violence
intended to compel our opﬁonents_to fulfill our will." "Violence
arms itself with the inventions of art and science in order to con-
tend against violence."” "And the use of physical power to the ut-
most extent Ly no means excludes the cooperation of intelligence."
This is well stated, out it still does not give the cause and the
reason for war.  "'e must understand that wars are fought by people
ONLY through STATE PO7IRK, as an instrument of state power that con-
trols and determines the will of the people. Those who oppose it
are taken care-of in different ways as are the enemies in war.

WAR AND STATE POWZR

And the state is an instrument of the ruling class. There has never
been a.state nor will there be a state that does not represent

CLASS interests. It makes no difference how intelligently or how
ignorantly these class interests are expresseds It 1s nevertheless
an instrument of the ruling class used against other classes. In
normal peace time this state instrument is used against the oppres-
sed classes within and the other class states without; and in

times of open military conflict the state organizes all forces

even more firmly for natlonal unity against class unity.

Unless the art of war is properly connected up to the question of
state power and of which class rules (regardless of what types may
be in office as the state officials) little or no real progress as
to the principles, strategy and tactics of war can be understood.
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tet us consider some important strategical and tactical questions

‘lAthat are often listed as principles. These examples will present

general idea of the line of demarcation between prlnciples and
strategy.

"The strategy of offenclve pursues the aim of the war dlrectly,
aiming straight at the destruction of the enemy's forces, while
the strategy of defense seeks to reach this purpose indirectly.”
Here Clausewitz lays down a broagd generalization of defensive and
offen51ve strategy. Yet these questions are listed as principles.
“e must look tehind these means=-to- the end to locate the prin01-
plcs concerned., e : _ :
One must,neep in. mlnd that when.we. are dealing with offensive and
defensive stratcgy or tactics we are not speaklng of two: opposite
and extlusive conditions; such a concept is sure to be fatal.,: Of-
fensive and defensive strategy or tactics are merely two sides of
one problcm,,two aspects ;of means to ONE END« _Here we-.at léast
revezl a theoretical connectlng,lln with something more important.
’Vaturally this is the :principle connection that gives-life to any
strategy or tactics, but its nature is more political than mili-
tarye.

An 1mooftant aspect of the two 51ded ON“ oroblem is rGVealed in
this quotatlon from Clausewitz, "A swift and vigorous assumption
of the offensive ‘is the most brllliant po1nt 1n the deiensive."

ST XT GY AND TACTICS

'Contlnuing on the problem as to means to an end we- Have the fol-
lowing clear statement of strategical proolems, "The theory of
warfare tries to d1ﬁcover how we may gain preponderance of phy51cal
‘Torces and material advantag s . at the decisive points As this is
not always possible, theory also teaches us to calculate moral
factors; the likely mistakes ofi’the enemy, the impressions created
by a daring action.”

‘Clausewitz presents the Iollow1ng factors tnat will facilitate if
not lead to v1ctory .

"The advantago'of ground.

"The sqrpriéé, eltqcr in tne form .of actual attack bj surprise or
by the'unexpe ted - llsplay of large .forces at certain p01nts.

"The attadk from SeVGrul quarters.'

"The assistance oI tne thcatre of uar by 1ortresses and everything
thaﬁ belonfs ta them. -

"The support of the people.
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"The - ut llzatlon of great moral forces

Oour military expert shouvld have stated that in addition to these
important factors the concentration of the greatest amount of men
and materisal, trained men and the most modern war material that

. caf:cover the greatest speee in the lgast possibie time is the

key to victory on the battle fieid. Not Jjust a supply, but a
continual stream of tihe same kind of men and material if the first
is used up. v -

' But in war as in all other struggles men and material in itself is

not enough. We also need capable and audacious leadership. But

~even the most capable leadership can not forever stand up against

even & clumsy enemy who can pour in more men and material,

Likewise, a cepable 1eadereh]p w1th plentj of men and material
has gréat odds to overcome if the enemy is inferior, but has con-
siderable area in which to retreat, in which to keep an army in-
tact no matter how much territory 13 "lost", such as China and
Russia in the present conflict., :

which il§ of highest significence, and :.which must be considered the
keystong: of the whole defen51ve theorv,"

NI closg these observatlons" says Cuausewitz, "with the pr1n01p1e

"Never to, de@end completely on the’ strength of the terrain and
cons ouently nedé¥ to be enticed into passive defense by strong

,ter“ “. Although he calls this a principle, and it is only a
fim ﬁé%%“sﬁrayeglcal problem, it is ne evertheless of the highest

1mportence, It is one .of the many blunders. the French General
staff made in'relation to Germany in. the present imperialist con-
fllcto L : . .

Again we list. a key strateglcal prob1eh that ie'eecond nature to

- a good General, "Never uring all of. our forces into play haphaz-

ardly and’ at one time, thereby losing all means of directing the

battle; but fatigue the ovponent, if. possible, with a few. forces

and conserve a de0151ve mass for a critical moment. Once the de~-
cisive macss has been thrown in, it must be used with the greatest
auda01tyoﬂ R ~

The brass buttons who thrive in between wars grow old and conser-
. vative, as all history proves, while the Generals who are made on

the battlefields are the audacious men who get tnlnge dcne. Here
agaln, it is false to counterpose careful, conservative generals
to radical "reckless" generals. Both would. lcse. The quality -
that wins is a combination of these two faciors, as the abcove pro-
blem would indicate: where a general must know how many 1~rfes to
throw at the enemy to wear the enemy down while c*nee“'ir large

forces one minute; only later at a decisive minute to turow 211

into :the battle for a final show-down. This concept combines: those

factors that are so essential,

i
B
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WRITINGS OF 500 BC

Let us consider the wisdom of Sun Tzu. He laid down some of the
most important strategical and tactical questions of war over two
thousand five hundred years ago.

“It is the rule in war, if our forces are 10 to the enemies' 1, to
surround hims

nif 5 to 1, to attack hims

"If twice as numerous, to divide our enemy into twos

"If equally matched, we cah offer battle;

"If slightly inferior in numbers, we can avoid the enemy;
nif quite unequal in every way, we can flee from him.

Here we have a fairly good example of a rounded axiom for offen-
-sive, defensive strategy.

"In battle, there are not more than two methods of attack--the dir-
ect and the indirect; yet these two combinations give rise to an
endless series of maneuvers. The direct and indirect lead one to
each other in turn. It is like moving in a circle, you never come
to an end. Who can exhaust the possibilities of their combination.’

“Therefore, just as water retains no constant shape, so in warfare
there are no constant conditions." Here again we have a brilliant
exposition of strategy and tactics, as means to an end. Here again
as in offensive and defensive strategy we have the same problem as
two sides of one problem, and not two different sets of strategy
and tactics. Sun Tzu was a dialectician in his own right.

Above all Sun Tzu understood: "that in war victorious strategy
seeks battle after victory has teen won, whereas, he who is des-
tined to defeat first fights and afterwards looks for victory."
Here we have a problem of strategy, not of principles and the
question of the war as & whole. If each battle and each strategy
is planned on this basis then not only victory in battles but vic-
tory in the war is assured; or a capable retreat, so one can return
tomorrow and give better battle. ;

Frederick the Great stressed, "The greatest secret of war and the
masterpiece of a skillful general is to starve his enemy."“«This
has always teen a key factor in all wars; blockades. and cgunter-
blockades are immediate objectives of many important battlga, Jjust
like by-passing forces and bottling them up, later to retuwn for
decisive battle when their supplies are depleted.
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Sun Tzu says, “The. art of war is. @f vital importance to the state.
And on this p01nt everybody will agree but few seem tp realize the
full implications of the sentence. For if they-dif;j '%?Qwould have
a better eXpasition by writers who are militan expe who speak

t of this and that "principle" of'war and conclufte their bo%ks with=-

out even listing one principle. Instead they call strateglcal and
tactlcal problems principle. problems.

PRINCIPLES OF WAR

If one returns to fuadamentals and then traces his steps from
these basic landmar&s, little trouble will-be encountered; ==
That history is a history of class struggles. That the state is
an instrument of the ruling class used to keep in subjection the
other classes. That in those states that exist upon the basis of
the exploitation of man by man, the state becomes an instrument
not only to bte used agalnst the exploited within the state, but
against other groups of exploiters dominating other states in the
society of nat1ons.

Yar as a continuation of politics by other means is a means. to
this end and is subordinated to the concepts and interests of the
ruling class. The basic principle that the ruling class has to
maintain state power is not changed when they go to war, nor does
another set of principles take the place of the principles of the
ruling class in war different .from those applied in peace. The
forms change but the principles of both war and peace remain the

same.

The art of war and the strategy and tactics of war are subordlnat—
ed to and flow out of the principles of the ruling class that do-

- minates the state power which is in conflict. It is no accident,
- nor a burocratic measure, that places the King, thé Prime erluter

or the Presideat as the commander-in-chief qver tha.m@iitwry gene~
rals. Tt is rio*accident that the governing body of %he stgte, no
*matter what it may. be called, retains its power over the milltary
arm of the state in peace and wars. :

It is a different questlon if and when the military arm takes power
away from the polltlcal arme This is a polltlcal revolution and-

_ the new group proceeds to place themselves in the civil offlces f
the deposed held. . :

Vhen one wants to find the principles of war one must find the - -
principles of the class that dominates the state. These are the
principles that determine the outllnes of the mllitary strategy
and tactics. - : A

CLAQS PRINCIPLES IN ACTION

What "milltary" prlnciple for 1nstance would prevent a hard pressed
Southern army from arming the Negro slaves to use them against the
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Northern army? No military principle enters here; it is class
principles of the slave-owners. Their war was fought to retain

and extend the slave svebzae. To arm the slaves would run counter
to their very plan cf state domination. But here and there in the
North former slaves could be used in military operations.

i’hat "military principle prevented the King from arming the peo-
ple? None whatever., Under different military relations the arm-
ing of the people is a progressive and powerful military step. Bul
for the Feudalists of yesterday the arming of the people would be
equal to suicide. It was a principle of class rule of Feudal mas-
ters against serfs. But in Russia under Lenin and Trotsky the
arming of the people was a most decisive military step against the
exp101ters from withir and without, because the principles of state
power had changed completelye . Lenin and Ir otsky and the Soviets:
represented the rule of the exploited majority against the exploi-~ \
ter minorjity.

that "military" principle demands that De Gaulle disarm the people
who took over Paris anc¢ drove out the Gernman Fascists? The class
rule, not military principles of the French bourgeoisie against
the French woriers ard peasants that is the reason.

What principles decided when and where the "second front" would
take place in Eurcpe? Not military principles, but class princi-
ples -of United Ststes and kngland. Their class aim was %o use the
second front -against the rising social revolution, wheiever and
wherever ﬂitler s gangs could no longer prOuect private property
rights
Edward Murrow in May 1943 said the "Triumph of allied arms in Eu-
rope will not bring veace, but revciuTwqur And the course of
these revolutions will be Q°ferm 4. by whosa armies are waere."
This is a ceretully guarded stasene rf To e more exXact it should
be stated the other way avound ws far as bhe %ime sl:ment is con-
cerned. Wher and whave the fascists'ere unatble to control and the
social revelution seams to ke getting ouit ¢f hand then and there
the Aliied armies will lsnd and teske ovor“ This 1s descisive;
what Muriow says merely follows. \

ek ¢z mna*rn while
to 4rive Ger-
v ahhuals

ss politics
Lravegy was

Why did £2ngland spars men and mete‘
these same forczs uged -in Ihaly wou
many out of northern Titaly? You can
forever and nsver Tind an anawoer. E
and class principles and ther yosu wi
carried out.

fal far a Gue

id be srffici
hunt the mali
L g0 Veck o
wiLlL 3ee waiv this

In Greece,; tne sccial revolution wag ﬂVVu‘oflu,( as reporis clear-
ly reveal. The Greek gusrriilas not tne Britich drove out the
Germans. But e British want %o keep Lhe Ua.“an area around
Turkey free from the advanting Sovie®t troops hey take over

8
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" ““where the Greeks hold free territory and place in power capitalist
Greeks against the worker partisans. They protect their life-linc
. to India against the Sov1ets a; the same time.

The "liberatlon" of northern Italy, industrlal-proletarian Italy,
will add more weight to the proletarian revolution in Italy. The
Italian capitalists who now hold power through Anglo-American
domination fear the proletariat in horthern Italy and hope they
will not tip the scale .to.a full fledged revolution that the Al-
lies will not be able.to cope with. The "liberation" thus pro-
ceeds slcwlyl This war strategy is based upon class principles.
e could give countless eXamples in- this and all other wars.

CIVIL %R AND IMPEBIALIST mAR

It was Alexander the Great who sa1d, "The welvee never concerh
themselves over.how many the sheep are." :

"As long as the people remajin sheep this will also remain true.
But let the people arm themssives, as they are doing in the Euro-
pean and Asiatic countries. Let these people start estakhlisiing
workers and peasants councils and then we can show the welves who
is master of the state.

The principles that Marx and Lenin laid down for the working
class are an example of the principles that govern OUR class war,
in "ecivil" peace, in imperialist war and 'in civil war. The ex~
ploiter classes have their own principles for their own class in-
~ terests and -the defense- of--their..own.state power.

The formula that was born since the first world war--That the
bourgeois democrats fear the proletariat a thousand times more
than they fear the ﬁaselsms-- it 3ust one; bf! {the, . meny .class, for-’
mulas that reveal the principled trend of the military strategy
and tactics- of the. -capitalists.of the.world. The formula tna*
centrism 18 revolutidnary phrases and reactionary actidns, 'is an-
other formula that.reveals. class politics of principled consider=
ations~--which in thé end will determine strategicdal and ‘tectical
problems of civil war.

 The revolutlonary Larxists must learhn the ‘art’of ‘war, the strate-
- gy and tactics of war,'subordinated to the principles of our class
interests and our state power. :

Class education, ruling elass. education. understands this as well
as we do, even though their military nolleges ignore it. They are
forced by minority class circumsiences io keep silent on the prin-
ciples of mllltary strategy and tacticse

Regardless of military academies the.- revo’ut‘orary Marxists who
study military strategy and tactics’ and than cooirdinate them with
the questions of principle (historical materialism) are able to
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surpass the "generals" in any campa;gn where they have an eQual
footing; as did Lenin and Trotsky, and other capable revolutlon-
ary leaders of their respective countries,.-

 Yesterday we emphasized the relation of the second front in Europe
withh the develop*ng social revolutions And even the.lying capi-
tallst press and radio reports more than confirm our thesis.

Today we emphasize the strategical line; based upon our princlplea
understanding of the problems below the imperialist conflict;

thai an all&ed victory over Germany will not mean.the defsat of
fagcism, Thc Allies are not fighting fascism, they are fighting
German inperiaiisme They are working with fascist-nations and
fascist elements in more than one part of the earth.

0nly a_social revolution can defeat fascism.
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rve ROOTS of BUROCRACY

Ever since the Russian Revolution the bourgeoisie have been feed-
ing the masses a fairy tale to the effect that "Bolshevism means
burocracy". "Violence leads to dic tatorship and tyranny", etc.
Re-inforced by the monstrous crimes of Stalinism and by some ad-
herents from within %he ranks of the proletarian movement and in-
telligentsia (Norman Thomas, Sidney Hook, Max Eastman, James
Burnham, etc.) the 1944 edition of this lie reads that "Bolshe-
vik methods of violence and revolution lead directly to a system
of totalitarianism similar to that of Fascism". The bourgeoisie
and the reformists have drawn a heavy white line across the so-
cial map. One section they label "democracy" and the other "to-
talitarianismet This artificial and thoroughly false nomenclature
is dished out with the single purpose of hiding the fact of the
class gt ruggle, it is merely an elaboration of the "great man"
theory of history: in those places where "good" men rule we have
"democracy", and where "bad" men, addicted to violence and revo-
lution, rule, there we have "totalitarianism".

There can be little doubt that this theory has made great strides
with large sections of the working class. Look at the murders,
frame-ups, exile, and tyranny of Stalinism, we are told. Aren't
they the fruits of Lenin's theories of Bolshevism? Don't they
confirm that Communism is but another form of permancnt violence
and overlordship? What we need, say the bourgeoisie is "democra-
cy", and the reformists parrot these remarks with the "new" asscr-
tion that what we need is "democratic socialism", as opposed to
“"totalitarian socialism", a la Stalin. -

In a similar vein twenty-seven years ago, that recnegade from
Marxism Karl Kautsky, attacked the Russian Revolution. It wasn't
"democratic", It used "force" instead of "democracy". But Mr.
Kautsky's brand of "democracy" made its appearance one short year
later in Germany, and it ended in one of the most brutal slaugh-
ters of the proletariat in history, the many murders by Noske and
Scheidemann.

The first thing that suggests itself in answer to all theec rav-
ings is the simple fact that there can te no social crdcr in the
world today that can exist without FQORCE. Forzce is tne h‘:in¢1dez
of all states. Without it capitalism (both i Itg "democrabtic”
and "fascist" forms) would be wiped irom tnoe cseria T

short time. It is certainly a svuel it of huner to hear the
bourgeoisie-decry "force and vizlcocneed in tae midsit of L:e bloodi-
est carnage in all history. Armed fores or tiie threat of it is
the only thing that permits the presgent minority to rema:n in

(34
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power. ‘ould millions of American boys permit themselves to be
drafted into the army, for instance, if it weren't for the threat
- of police measures against them - FORCE? The bourgeoisie uses
FORCE every minute of the day and every day of the week, to re-

main in powers, It uses it on the picket line. against strikers, it

uses it in the streets. to stifle. demonstratlons for relief and
Jobs; behind its censorship programs, behind .all its limitations
of the rights.-of the masses stands the!thFéat of" the police and

the regular armys

. FORCE ANb VIOLENCE

The subject of “force and v1olence" resolves itself thus not into o

whether it is used.or whether it is not used. No, all States,
“including as we shall soon see, the Proletarian Dictatorship, use
FORCE to maintain their class in power. The question is. HOW MUCH
force is used, .and WHO uses it agalnst WHOM.

The so-called "democratlc" powers use relatively less force be-
cause they are able to temporarily allay the antipathy of the
masses by small reforms; the go-called "totalitarian" powers, on
the other hand, no 1onger are able to grant .such reforms because
of a relatlvely -deeper economic crisis, and consequently the
amount of force they utilize against a hostile populace is propor-
tionately greater. Both types of capitalist DICTATORSHIPS, how-
ever., direct their force against .- not the minority, the exploit-
ers - but the majority of the people, the proletariat and the
small farmers and peasants. ,

A few historical examples will illustrate the point graphically.
In Greece today the .government of the British puppet Papandreou
has demanded that the Greek guerrllla fighters who actually re-
conquered. Greece from the nazis, in the hopes that they would get
land and bread, - that these fighters be DIS-armed. But the Greek
X~-ists, a Fascist band continue to hold on to their guns which the
Greek government does not request them to give up. The Greek
"democracy" (4i) you see has no objections to FORCE; it objects
merely to the FORCE of the proletariat and peasantry; it welcomes
the FORCE of its own class AGAINST the proletariat.

The Britlsh Emplre is an- excellent obJect lesson of the Marxian
theory that it is not a matter of force or no force, but of how
much force and against whoms In those sections of the British
Empire - like India - where the rate of exploitation is highest,.
the British "democrats" use brutal terror to keep the hostile
masses in checke But in the mother country, where the aristocracy
of the proletariat can be bribed off as a result of the super-
profits made in India - there the amount of force (while still
considerable) is nevertheless somewhat less pronounced. -Anyone

. .
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who has ever seen pictures of the American marines shooting down
helpless natives in Nicaragua, or Mayor Kelly's police in Chicago
shooting down unarmed strikers, must recognize the correctness

of our themee.

The' words - -*democracy" and "totalitarianism", thus do not denote
forcé or lack -of force, but the RELATIVE AMOUNT OF GOVERNMENT
"INTERFERENCE AND FORCE. "Democracy" :is generally practiced in
countries where the masses are relatively quiescent and where it
is cheaper to have less rather than.more government control of
~all spheres of 1ifea "Totalitarian® governments come into being
where the.masses are. in turmoil, preparing for or in the actual
process of revolt, and where only extreme and stringent forceful
"measures can. keep the. ruling class 1n power.

ﬂbVB TOHARD TOTAL COﬂIRQL

,But the salient charaeteristic of modern capitalism is that ALL
COUNTRIES are today éither. fully ”tota11tarian" or in the process
of becoming so. -Government interference in the private life of
each  individual, and government control 'is growing everywhere.
Bourgeois democracy 1is-paving the Way for Fascism - in a sense it
is growirg into it.. That there is no FUNDAHENTAL distinction be-
tween these two FORMS of cabitalist rule has béen proven a hundred
times in this generatione It ‘was proven when the Spanish Loyal-
ists in June ard July 1936, attempted to come to terms with Franco,
rather than"” permlt an uprising by their proietariat. It was pro-
ven in thé relations. between France and Germany, where the French
"democratic": bourgeoisie. from 1934 onwards made one concession
after another to Nazi Germany, in the hopes that Hitlerism would
become. the ‘spearhead against Communism in Burope (including French
.LCommunlsm) and the Soviet Union. ' It was confirmed by :the glorious
praise of Mussolini and- Hitler by Churchill before this war and
the millions'of -dollars 'in- a1d given by ‘the British and American
"democratlc"_capxtalists to. their German faséist brothers. It was
proven by theée-positive and. negatlve aid given: by the British.
American and” French governments- to Franco during the Spanish Civil
Var and by the pralse given to Franco today by Churchill, It was
and zs bEIF5 proven daily . by the thousand and one links between
the “demccraticy powens .and all sorts ¢f ‘dictatorial ("totalitar-
ian*) reglues throughout the world: relations.wiith South American
~ dicta‘%crships ‘like Brazil, the Central American —epao;lcs" the

- Gresk moxei,hy. the vhlnese regime of" Chiansz-~Kai.Shek, etc, etc.
etc. "Democracy" and- "totalitarianism" (including Fascism) are
but .two 31des oT the same 001n - and not antipathetical sides
-either. - .

One other thing: "democracy" and “totalltarianism" do not in them-
selves denote the TYPE OF SOCIETY THAT EXISTS. They are meaning-
less abstractions. There ‘is no such thing as "democracy"; it is
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either BOURGEOQIS democracy, or PROLLTARIAN democracy; or the de=-
mocracy of the old Chattel Slave Greek Republics. Democracy is

a CLASS instrument; it denotes a certain amount of €LASS force.

It is a FORM of class rule, whereby the ruling class exercises

~a minimum of control over the members of its own class and util-

izes a minimum of force generously mixed with demagogy,.reforms

and propaganda, in subjugating the oppressed classes. BOURGEOIS
democracy was characterized by the theory of "laissez-faire".

It permitted the bourgeoisie a relative freedom from state con-

trol in developing its industry, and trade. As the economic

structure of capitalism grew stronger, some of the prosperity

seeped down to the working classes. The bourgeoisie found it Y
cheaper and more expedient to grant reforms than to use the bay-

onet constantly, Bourgeois democracy disarmed the masses with

these reforms. It had relatively little need for open force, but “
it was very careful to keep the razor-edged bayonet somewhere in '
the background ready for use at. an instant's notice.

WAR AND "DEMOCRACY™"

Today,. however, all over the world, capitalism is in a deep cri-
sis; the crisis is expressed in the cruelest and bloodiest war in
history - THE GREATEST SHOW OF VIOLENCE OF ALL TIME. The war is
an attempt by one set of powers to get out of its depression tem-
porarily by stealing the spheres of influence and colonies of
other powers. The capitalist powers are too deep in the hole to-
day to be able to grant many reforms to the oppressed. On occa-
sions, when the masses threaten to kick over the traces and re-
volt, the bourge0151e may for the moment re-institute "democracy",
but it does so with only a temporary perspective; .1t -peérmits the
sham of. "democracy" to exist only until.the masses are sufficient-
ly confused, divided and demoralized, and until the bourgeoisie
itself can reorganize its open fascist or semi~fascist groups to
wage FORCEFUL war on the proletariat, .

But bourgeois democracy is now historically passe. It cannot :
survive this war. The crisis of capitalism impels all capitalist \
powers to move swiftly to one or another form of "totalitarian-

ism"se It is not bolshevism which breeds totalitarianlsm: On the ,
contrary it is CAPITALISM. Bolshevism, it is true, uses force to »
defend the working masses from the force of the bourgeoisie; but
compared to the force and violence of the present rulers of so-

ciety it is but a drop in the ocean. . Proletarian force has one

aim: the establishment of WORKERS democracy - democracy for the

ma jority, rather than for the minority. Bolshevism brings not a

lessening of democracy, but, on the contrary, an enormous increase
of it. . o

- BUROCRACY

But isn't it true, the skeptics will ask, that in Russia today
there are no democratic rights at all for the masses? Yes, it is



v,

INTERNATIONAL NE"S |  Page 17

true. And isn’t it true that Stalinism is one of the wcrst hLuro-
cracies in all history? Yes, that tooc is trve. But all ol this
must be understood in its historical perzpcetive, not in a vacuum.

Democratic rights and burocracy bear a certain relationship to
economics. Generally spnaf\nc more democratic rights will be gran-
ted where economic conditions are fertile, than where they are
poor. That is true even under a Proletarian Dictatorship, a
Workers' State. There will be more democratic rights for the mas~
ses in a Workers' State established in the United States, for in-
stance, than one established in China, where the economic level of
the nation is so low « although, of course, there will be infinite-
1y more democratic rights under any form of a healthy proletarian
dictatorship than under a capitalist "democracy". - (Incidentally
the words "democratic rights" are not the same as the word "demo=-
cracy". Democracy (bourgeois democracy) is a form of government

by the ruling class. Democratic rights are privileges gained in

a struggle AGAINST the ruling class, including a struggle against‘
its "democratic" form of government. )

Burocracy; too, has its class roots. So long as you have private
property, so long as you have a class struggle, you will have bu-
rocracys. The defense of the interests of private property is im-
possible without burocratic machinerys. Burocracy 1is the servant
of capitalist property relations. So long as the profit motive
exists, no matter in how small a form, you will have burocrats and
burocracy - individuals attempting to achieve private gain at the
expense of the masses. Behind the burocrats there is always CLASS
FORCE. Behind the burocrats in the American trade unions, for in-
stance, lies the force of the bourgeois state. The labor faker
says you can't strike during war time, and if you do strike the
Army of police force will be there to enforce the adjurations of
the labor faker:. He who defends the class interests of a minority
must always become =- in organizational measures - a burocrat. If
the majority - the oppressed proletariat - were given equal rights
with that of the exploiters (equal rights; that is, in reality,;
rather than lip service) there would soon be no exploiters. The
exploiters and their agehts must thus utilize burocratic and force-
ful measures to keep the exploited enslaved. The burocracy of the
labor faker is only one of the forms. But even in our good reform-
ist and centrist parties, burocracy is quite rampant - since the
leaderships basically represent the interests of the capitalists

~and the middle class. Note, for instance, the burocracy of Norman

Thomas in expelling the Trotskyites some years backe Or the turo-
cratic machinery of the zig-zagging Stalinists. Or even the no-
torious burocracy of Jim Cannon of the Trotskyites (who, incident-
ally, is more polished than Thomas or Browder - but a more capablc
burocrat than either, too.)
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SOVIET DEMOCRACY

Burocracy is an instrument of capitalist property relations - of
the profit motive. You will have burocrats even under a VWorkers'
State, because you still have capitalist elements and middle class
elements. The only reason for the existence of a Workers' STATE

is for the liquidation of these capitalist elements. The Workers'
State, too, uses FORCE to protect the .majority of ,oppressed from
the minority of exploiters. But so long as that minority remains,
some of the evils of capitglism, including burocracy, remain with
it. 1In his writings, .after the Qctober Revolution, Lenin constant-
ly referred to the presence of burocrats and burocracy in the Com-

~ munist Party of .Russia and in.the Workers' State. The large number

of these elements is due to the economic conditions of Russia,
ravaged by 3 years of war, 9 million dead, starvation, etc. For-
tunately in Lenin's time these burocrats were constantly being
purged from the Party and State; and they never were able to play
a decisive role in Soviet politics.

s ‘
Despite all the hardships.- economic and political - of the first
Workers' State, the masses in Russia -enjoyed the greatest amount
‘of democratic privileges in all history under Lenin. The present
fakers like Hook and Burnham and Thomas refuse to tell the truth
about these early days of the Sov1et regime. They omit its,salient
characterlstlcs. . '

But under Lenin ithe worklng class and ‘the poor peasantry engoyed
the only real democracy -for the majority in the whole histery of
humanitye. For the first time in history'the oppressed had access
to the press - not just theoretical but actual. For-the first.time in
history thée masses were given ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY, without which .-
political democracy is a cruel jest. No one was-permitted to earn

more than 8 times as much as anyone else. -All capitalist property.

was confiscated. The proletarlan was given higher rations than
any other class. He was given free ‘transportation, free: rent;‘free
public utility serv1ce, free vacations etc. Heée was given real and.
direct representation in his Workers' Council (Soviet). His eco-
"nomic condition,: it %s true, was not an enviatle -one; but it was -as
good as that of the minority - that of the nobility and the bour-
geoisiee It was a gigantic step forward from the bourgecis "leno-
cracy" of Kerensky. : ‘ :

Inside the Ru351an Communist Party, as well as. 1n the various So-
viets, freedom of eexpression (coupled with UNITY IN ACTION - demo-
cratic- centrallsm) was a byword. When, during the Brest-Li%ovsk
negotiations Bukharin started a clandestine publication of ais po-
sition for a "revolutlonary war' - a p031t on oppoqed to that of
Lenin for "peace" and to the third position’ of Tro*sky for aeither
walr nor peace -~ Lonln insisted on an open publication in kundreds
of thceusands of *copies of this p051th“, A dozen cr two factions

N
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“‘But the ROOTS of bﬁrocraoy, of "totalitarianism" devalopod une

- checked in the two decades after Lenin's :.death. One revolutionary
' wave after another was beaten backe THESE VIGTORIES OF . CAPITALISM,
'OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, WERL THE CAUSES OF.THE GROWTH OF BUROCRACY ’
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existed withir the Bolshevik Party during Lenin's time, each ac-
corcsd rull democretic righte. rFrecuently one or another group
was ablie %o defsat tne poblflon of Len.n himself; despite his en-
ormous prestige. | S S

i JB@LUHFVIQM AND BUROCRACY - —

Because of the failure of the German Revolution in 1918, because
of the Civil War, and because of the: economic’ depredations in
Russia in that period, ‘the growth of burcocratic forces within the

Soviet regime and the Pdrty was an ever-presént threat. Only the ¥

greatest vigilance and’ ruthless struggle under Lenin's leadership
was able to root such bBurocrats out o6f the party and keep burocrae
cy in an indecisive positlon.;‘ .

e

Bolshevism was the most vicious enemy ‘of burocracy. 'Ii was the
greetest prj"~ b of democratic rights in all kittoryo

AND OF TOTALITARIAN METHODS . WITHIN RUSSIA. The inability .of . the
proletarfan revolution to extend itself -strengthened the hand of

‘" the burocrats and revisionists within Russia; and from. a severely
.- controlled indecisive force they were. able, under Stdlinism, .to
"consolidate into the RULING force within the -Soviet Union.: ‘The

Stalinist machine represented the bourgeois perversion of the pro-
letarian :revolution, the undermining of proletarian democraey, and
the preparation for eventual ‘capitalist restoration. It was not
an obtgrowth of- Bolsheviem which. fought :such. tendencies with an
unoxampled fury; 1t was:. and 13 the OPPOSI?m of Bolshevism. o

It was only the growth of the GAPITALIST elements w&thin Rnssla

.. which brought on the. somcalled "totalitarianism® of the Stalin re-
-gimes Capitalism and: only capitalism, is..the source of all buro-

cracy,. all "totalitarianism". The attempt. by & minority to con=-

v;trol and. exploit a majority cam: and-must lead only to tobal force-

ful control. e . ’

-We face today a’ choice . not between: foree or no rorce, vt between

bourgeois force, Fascism and burocracy, on ‘the one hand, and pro-f
letarian defense of its interssts, workerst" democracy and Commu-

"hism, on the others :The lie that- BolsﬁeV1sm means burocracy is
“reminiscent of the: thief who runs out” of the. robtbed store yelling,
.- "thief, ‘stop thief"; or the pot-'calling the kettle blacke. The

bourgeoisie and their reformist and ints’lectual lickspittles are
attempting to:«smear thé forces of . prgress, the proletariat and op-
pressed peasantry, the Revolutionary Marx1sts, with their. own.
horrendous crlmes. : : . : ..

Let's put this 11e to rest once and for all.

gl
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES

Armed mutinies are taking place throughout Canada over the attempt
to ship soldiers overseas without their consent. Soldier pickets
in British Columbia stopped a whole train from moving on November
28th by threatening to open fire if one of the home defense units
in Saskatchewan moved on. Demonstrations and fights are taking
-place throughout French-speaking Quebec. Hostility to the King-

- government is at fever pitch, and hostility to participating in B
“-the war 1s even greater.s.. *
As we go to press a generai strike is about to take place in Bel- q

gium. The ‘temper of the masses is so Litter against the Pierlot
government that even the stalinist and social-democratic leader-
ship of the Trade Union syndicate was forced to call the strike,
For days streetcar, post office and telephone workers have been
striking and demonstrating. The government - puppet of Allied
Imperialism - has banned "gatherings" in typical fascist-style in
-order to harness the revolutionary aspirations of the masses...s

‘The Italian and London-Polish governments have lost their premiers. .
Both resigned recentlyeecse

In the United States Mr. Roosevelt demands conscription of young
men between the ages of 18 and 23 for one year of military service
after the ware In the midst of the "war to end wars" American
Imperialism is already preparing for new and bigger bloodbaths.

At the same time the hue and cry of General Somervell and the War
Manpower Commission about a shortage of war workers is Jjust so
much eyewash for another attempt to pass the Woodward regimentation
bill next year. There is no real shortage of labor; in fact there
is an increase in unemployment. The government, however, is an-
Xious to impose total job-regimentation while the so-called war !
emergency is still intenses... ' ‘

The main design of the French, Greek, and Belgian governments at
the moment seems to be the disarming of the guerrilla masses. The
‘same people who were praised for their "valiant" efforts in the
"liberation" (re-conquest) of these countries, are now being FORCE-
FULLY disarmed by the "democratic" governments because they fear
those same guns will now be used to fight for-bread and peaces...

o - =

What has happened to the myths about "democracy", -about a "war to
end all wars", about a "people's war", about "peace and plenty",
about "free elections", about "reedom of speech and assembly",
about "respecting the will of the people"? Just lies and demogogy!
Capitalism has proven again that its aims are no different from

s
o
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- those of 1914 (except for the additlonal task of smashlng the
Soviet Union) and its propaganda is no less hypocritical and trea-
cherous.

There can be no more peace, no plenty, no free elections, few
workers rights so long as capitalism is permitted to exist. Each
day will merely continue to expose - as we of the International
Contact Commission have’ pointed out for five years - that all this
was mcrely lies, and more lies.

-Onw'thelﬁoletarlan Revolution can defeat Fascism; only the Prole-
tarian Revolution can bring permanent peace. ONLY the Proletarian
Revolution! :
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