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"The Red Army - A Studv of the Growth of Soviet Imperiallsm," is-

by Erich WOllenberg, former. member of tlie editorial staff of the .

Germen C.P. paper "Rote Fahne” (Red Flag) ahd former member ' of”
the Sov1et Red Army.. Lo e .

The title 1llustrates ‘the’ auallty of the book. On. the -‘one hand’
it givées a sound factual analysis of the birth and growth of the
Red Army. On the other hand it expatiates. at gonsiderable length
(and unsuccessfully) on.whet the author considers to be’ 1mper1al—
ism. . At tlmes he even . calls ‘the Soviet Union faecist. :

“For purposes of positlve analy31s SO .necessary to aid. in e@ucatlng
workers in military matters the section on the Red Army is worthy
of considerable dttention, both theoretlcally (in order to com-
prehend the class dynamlcs ‘of degeneration of the bourgeois. army
and - growth of ‘the revolutlonary army) and practically (in order
to accelerate the decay .of the one. and the birth of the other)
This is particularly . true todav, in the _era of wars and reVOlu—

tions when "History causés the military problem to becowme .-the es-

. sence of ‘the political problem.ﬂ (Lenin) .. The class war is ap-
proaching its surwation of' combat by ¢lass force.. In the modern -
worla of imperialism, class forée is.conecentrated in the: military

-apparatus at the base of “the state. A4s Wollenberg says "every -

. bourge01s Army is the instrument of bourgeois dictatorship." - |

. siorey: it is, "The most ossified instrument for ‘the meinteriance of-
the old order of things, the stronpect safeguard of bourgeois

d1sc1p11ne, the prop of. the rule of capltallsm and’ the means of:

creating and inculcating'a :slavish obedisrce ané keeping the mas~‘fﬁr’

ses of workers unaer the sway of Capltallam-" (Lenln)
| MILITARY ARM oF DICTATORSHIP

-The army is the base of the state. It ‘would. bc a serious error"‘

~to imagine that Lenin meant the army was an. "Ossified instrument". ~

‘in the sense that it is weak and old style. For in the next.few.
. Words he makes clear that as ossified as it is vet 1t is the
-."strongest safeguard of bourgc01e discipline.'ﬁz_:

Its. ch1ef functlon is to make war on tho workers at home, terror4k“
ize them into ‘submiesion, then'strike. out abroad to spread the
rule of 1mpel1allsm over the planet.,; : :

So important 1s the. army the concentrated class force of the e d
“ bourgeoisie, that idarx, mngels, -and-Lenin agree ("Proletarian =\
Revolutlon anu Renegade hautsky") that "The f1rst commdndmentlﬁ'
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S R - ‘ : , o SR ' - The Russian revolution went through its whole process of birth
for those who would carry out a successful revolution is to - @, without an army of real military 'strength. It was forced to :
~ bring about the destruction and disintegration of the 6ld army - 8ign the treaty of Brest-Litovsk early in 1918 veritably at the
- ‘and its replacement by & new one...the defense force of the new . - point of the German gun. The masses were.armed with what aris
~class." ) - _ SR o : were available. But Brest-Litovsk provedas pointed out by Marx,
. L Lo _ , o - : that "the 'revolution will have to fight modern’ instruments and
The essential preliminary condition for successful revolution is - arts of war with modern instruments and arts of war." This ‘s .
destruction of the bourgeois army. Any other viewpoint is ad- . . made simpler because the bourgeoisie trains its own gravediggers, -
~venturistic and doomed to defeat. The causes of army decay stem QR "the bourgeoisie teaches the proletdriat how to use its"arms."-
pricipally frow the econoumic breakdown of capitalism and the con~ - That is the. central contradiction of capitalist militarism: it~
sequent political incapacity to any longer rule the masses ex- = - .must arm the workers to fight its ware, and it must trdin the -
cept by naked force. This economic and. political disintegration J|  workers in the use of arms. ‘ S ‘
usually reaches a very advanced stage before it reflects itself ' AT T S e o
in the army in the form of bad food, stoppage of pay, increasec ' We can now approach the problem of destroying .the old army and
brutality. This is so because as the base of state power the J§  creating the riew.. These are airectly opposite processes. The
army is essentially a burocracy, and like all burocracies is sep- - proletariat functions in & directly oppogite way in developing '
'+ —arated from the mass of the population by a higher standard of .. Q. from the one to the other.™™ - .. - . S
- - Livifig ana a rigid control of body and mind by imperialism. P . _ o o St e o
Even in the U.S. with the most vaunted standard of living in the - The basic instrument for disorganizing an army is an organization -
world, .in order to raise the army above the suffering mass of the [  which sets itself that task.’ An army can be destroyed as such
population the government was'forced to raise soldier's pay, pro- by military defeat. But disorganization (and consequent destruc-
~ vide partially for dependents, and iwprove the fooa. This has U - tion) by a class conscious organization is something else agein.
been obtained as a result of the cruciual military and political The French army'of 1940 was destroyed by overwhelming military .
~necessity to make men into soldiers by giving them something to force, as well as by the class hostility and defeatism of the ;
- fight for, to separate them from their worker brothers ideolog- ~ '@ = Worker-soldier. The Czarist druy was destroyed by a combination-
-~ 1lcally, geographically and economically. The highest expression - of military force and the sdcial\force-ofjmass;discontent,and.
of this-separation which is the essence of burocracy is the Ger— - hatred of the wur led by the party of Lenin.. In the France of *.
-man aruy, in which soldiering is a "distinguished" profession, - @ 1940 the strength.of the opposing Germen army was-so .great that.
- pay and food is.far -superior than among civilians. The opposite the masses were unable to take advantage of the militery aefeat.
of this is the Red army which despite Stalinism is closely tied - of the French armed forces and overthrow the government. ‘It has
- to the soil and factories. - . ‘ S ' ‘been established 35 an historical fuct that the reason the French
o : oo bourgeois eurrendered so quickly to the Germans is their fear
that proletarian revolution would breck out in the rear, This .
revolution would be more of . menace.to: the profits of imperial-
ism than subservience to the Germans who Would Z1llow the defeated
‘French bourgeoisie a’perden%age-of:their‘profi@s, however emall,
whereas the revolution woula have wiped out all :profit.

ThE e

o
S

{
)

It should be noted parenthetically that the more industrialized
., -8 country the more will its Red army be tied to the workers in
- factory; mine and mill, through workers militia based on these
~ industrial units. The Rea Army, like the workers council, at-
tempts to. group people on a class basis, rather than a8 geographic
itarritorial basis, which disperses corking ¢lass unity. S . L ST
B R | . - S : . ' " REVOLUTIONARY CELLS
o s ' CZARIST ARMY - : e e T T e )
o T . , AT . S The chief function of the Bolsheviks.in the Czarist army was to I
Ihe principal phenomenon showing decay of the old Czarist aruy - create revolutionary ¢ells, spread revolutionary propaganda am~
was the enormous number of deserters - 2,000,000t .Other figures [} = ong tréops, training theuselves in'military science, and con- '}
o are; 1,800,000 killed, 2,000,000 prisoners, 5,000,000 wounded, . J|° necting the struggle of the soldier with the broadéer struggle of .
., Ihis is a total of almost 11,000,000 removed from active parti- | the oppressed masses. .~ -« - .. . . .- S e
.. clpation in the war. In the Czarist army the decay was further B N S 3 T _ e
 intensified by the fear of peasant soldiers of being "overlooked: J§ But with the fall of Czarism the disorganizers of the old army @ ..
.. in the distribution of land." And the industrial worker soldiers W  had to become the organizers of the new army, two dialéctically . .
. returned to the cities to take over the factories and help build ] . contradictory processes.  From.a negative approach to the ariwy.
. .up their. class orgarization. SR T ., - they had to develop a positive approgch. ' The first steps'in
. S SRS L - this general direction-were the formation of Red Guards before -

B o K . -4

I3
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~f‘0ctober, the training of military cadres. Within the not yet
dead Czarist army the Bolshevik military organization-attempted
+ for a time to no- longer undermine the remains of the Army but
t0 ‘control the officers and thus prevent the creation within
the old army ‘of military formations which-might war against the
revolution. - The Bolsheviks created,révolutionary cells -ih and

out of the army, trained mllltary aoltators and organlzers durlng
the revolution. _ .

The Bolshevik mllltary organlzatlon in the army played a key : :
role in the armed insurrection of October 1917, ~ "After. the vic=

tories of October 1917 the military cells ‘tried to arrest ‘the

"o -disintegration of the old army and bulld up formations of the new

- army within the shell of its predecessor. But it soon became
“manifest that the Russian workers serving 'in the 0ld Army were
'incapable of taking it over and makirng use of it for their own
;purposes.' The old Tsarist army .,. siamply could not be evolved
“into a. class aruy of -the proletarldt."

The alctatorlal capltallst army could not be demooratlzed. The:

‘workers. could not turn it to.-their own use.. - They had first to

destroy it campletely. - Then they . bullt a new army which was de.-

ocratic at its foundation.'* This is an extension of the warxian

i theory of the nocess1ty'of shattering the ~state power into the

f;,realm of the army, the base of the state. No army based on cap-
. italism is democratic. - This is the social reason why all capit-
alist armies are essentlally identical. The German

American army have no important structural difference

tempt to take ovér either army on a capitalist basis i impossible

of success. -'Tiié lesson of the Russian Ravolution is that. ths

‘entire state: ‘apparatus must be 1rretr1evably shattered including
,the armed forces. . . _ : . ’

| STATE POWER AND THE ARMY

"The system of electing officers did. nothlnc to stop the disin-
_jltegratlon." This illustrates the important fact that though rev-
“olutionary propaganda calls for aemocratizing the army by intro-
ducing election 'of officers and obtaining other workers: rights

- :yet this is of propaganda value only, and can be gained only as

.'§byproducts of the struggle to shatter the arigy control over the

; Soldier wna the state control over the workér. These democratic

‘-reforms can never be fully achieved in the" capitalist- army. It

t. 1s & structural and social impossibility. As the boss dan not
rellnqulsh control of production without loss of his entire busi-

.Pﬁness, §0 the national boss class cannot glve up control of the
?farmy without ‘losing state power.- :

TQAS Trotsky remarked, it had to be first reduced to atoms and
dissolved into its components.", The entire base of the state had’
~to be smashed._ The grlndlng process of dlsintesratlor,haa to
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'-contlnue inexorably to the end of the old army. "Every soldier,

workman and peasant had first to return to the place of his ¢iv-

‘ilian occupation ang re-enter his old workers' cell in order. to

emerge new-born to join & new army." Soldiers had to get the :
physical union with the t0111ng masses again and then be prepared
to turn their efforts to construction of the hew army. The So-
viet Government demobilized the entire old army. Only in a few
isolated regiments -did Bolshevist military organization succeed.

in transforming units of the old army 1nto an efflclent part. of"'

the revolutlonary arumy.
| | ~ RED GUARDS-

The Red Guards, one of the ch1ef early efforts of workers to

create their own armed forces, first began in-the: revolution of
-1905,. when the workers. "formed their own: fighting wnits in the
‘factories." The Red Guards were based on the- product;ve unit
"and defended the workers' conquests. - "The victorious counter—

revolution discovered that one of its chief tasks would -have .to
be the disarmament of these units." The workers had to be dis-
armed before the eounter-revolution could succesd. - This armed
threat to the capitalist state power had to be obllterated‘ asg,

~contrari-wise the workers would have to smash the capitalist

armed force to win the revolution. In 1917 these defense forces '
or Red Guards again sprang into existence. They were.a further'
extension in a revolutionary situation of workers armed bands

‘which 'spring up in major class conflicts. ~ The Red Guards grew

steadily, operating as factory militia. The Kerensky government
attempted to no avail to disarm the Red Guards.: When the Korni- -

. lov revolt broke out at the end of August 1917 the Red Guards

emerged from semi-legality and led. in the defense of Petrograd}Ii
after this victory the Petrograd Soviet established  the Red ‘
Guards as an official’ workers mllltla on a8, comprehen51ve m111t—3

- ary basis.

' In the preparation for'the insurrectiohdthe Red Guards piayed a

decisive role, arming the workers, training them, extending the
nilitary network, agitating ceaselessly. . Officers were electeqd
fram .the ranks, mostlv for their political views., Up to the
time the counter-revolution .sent regular troops against them
the Red Guards were equal to the task of defending the revolu-
tion. .To meet regular troops.a regular proletarian army was
necessary. This came later. This accords closely" w1th the 1deas
of .Gensral George Washlngton who inthe first American ’Revolu~ -
tion asserted that the militia was capable of defense but that
for offensive action against re_g%ar troops & more cohesive and:
better trained force was nececsarys Thls is’ also the oplnlon of
the mdlltary strateglst Homer Lea.‘ :
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GUERRILLA BANDS
As the Red Guards grew Ain the‘01tles, so the guerrllla bands -
. arose in the oountry. sGuerrilla bands'established themselves
.. over whole provinces,: Thére were two ain . types of guerrilla
bands: Siberian peasants: who | were in close .contact with the’
workers, and Ukrainian: .peasant, bands. many of ‘whom were under the:
influence of wealthy peasants .On their own terrain guerrilla
~bands were hard to beat.:!In yhaccustoméd country against regul—
ar troops they had. con31derable difficulty,. illustrating the im-
portant military fact that as 1n01p1ent forces of the revolution
~they-are of considerable use, but that in the further defense of
. the revolution against regular armed” interventlon they can be"

of auxiliary use only. Many- guerrllla bands va01llated now sup-’

porting the Reds, now the Whites, in:the bitter Civil War of *
-1918-20. The' individual bends were -in: some cases a ‘source of-
. Serilous dangey to the. revéolution.'. Grigorlev and Makhno, -almost
_legendary warriors, .were:thé:chief. representatlves of these vac-
‘illating bands. These. twoilédders represented the hatred of the
Ukrainian peasant for the'Great‘Ru581ans who had previously op-
- pressed them. They also resented the requisitioning of grain
by “the Red Army. "Successful guerrilla warfare came to an end
when the Civil War exchanged. suwell operations for large ones on .’
. entrenched fronts.", It was even necessary -to crush many guer-.
" rilla bands which refused to. conform to centralized Soviet. auth-
ority. From a necessary weapon in’ the opening stage of the rey-
. 'olution they became, as long as they remained independent, an
~..obstacle to the orderly development and consolidation of the
centralized state apparatus The 1na1v1duallstlc guerrllla bands
. had to give way to the centrallzeo Red Arwmy if the revolution was
~to hold its grouno ana move forwara against its enemles.

CENTRALIZED RED. ARMY

This does not preclude the use of workers'
and of guerrilla bands (partisans)
- day or in .other countries tomorrow..: -

--ular proletarian force exists-as.in Rus31a today, ‘the decentral-

~ized bands are of necessity an® auxlllary to the regular armed -

- force:-of the proletariat. In ‘the war. acalnst Germany today the
‘gguerrllla bands operating in German—controlled territory are

,_;armed by ‘the Rea Army, and where possikile” ammunltllon food, and
“other materials are dropped - t6- the ‘guerrillas’ by parachute and

- _‘other means. Without this close" ‘cooperation,. operations.in Ger—

i man-controlled territory, woula“ be very limlted. . In China where
the guerrilla bands also

militias in the cities
in the country in Russia to-

1t ean. geneLAlly be steted thut tne VOlue of guerrlllas Wlll be .
sdlrecbls in proportlon to the polltlcal popularlty of . the rullng

Ay

. But' where a centralized reg~';
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realme, on the one hand, ana the coneslon between rsgular army

forces and guerrillas, on the other, The succecsses of the Red

‘Guerrillas in this war would unuoubtealy have been many tiwes as
,much 1f true workers oemooracy haa contlnueo to exist -in Russia.

From the Reo Gudrds‘ln tbe cities ‘and the. guerrllla bands in the
country a new army, cent;allzad ana orbanlzed under the central.

proletarian.state power, was. ‘established:’ This was ‘based on

"the pr1nc1ple of olectlon of offigers &nd mutual comradely dis-

'01p11ne and respect." The revolution was finding that the coheeg~:
- ive cewent which holds &an army. together thus alstlngulshlng it

frou. an unorganlzed .crowd. 1swd1°01p11ne. Lio. the guardhouse" dis—”' _
c¢ipline of ola. based on terrorl em. and officer. domination (in- the. .. .

~ bourgeois aruy even Eunlshment) buu the new’ "evolutlonarv dis-

cipline of eleotlon of officers by the rank and file, thus in-
volv1ng the entire rank ano file in the conduct of the war, and .
on. cowradely respect ana revolutionary' rospon51b111ty. Thig res—:
ponseibility was to- the worklnﬂ.claoo, ‘ahd is the class-conscious
responsibility of every revolutlonary worker who maintains solid-

arity with his class. The conceptlon of the military writer De
- Picg that "In the. prlvate soldier sense of- duty may spring from .

blina obedlence, in the nonoomm1s31oneu officer from devotion to-
his: trade; in the commanolnb officer frow supreme recponsibili-

~tI" ‘is.highly 51gn1flcant for revolutlonary military theory and -

revolutlorary o1801p11ne.w In a clags-conscious revolutlonary

.-army what is needed is supreue responslbllltv to the claoo, based
- on revolutionary power,. revolutionary cooperatlon ané comradgshinp,

and revolutionary organlzdtlon tne SOllQ&thy of “the armed work—

‘,rng class ST o _f

Ihe purpose of th~ Red’ Army was "to serve as a. bulwark for the
bov1et szlwe at. the present . tiue, a broundwork for the- replace-

- went 1n the near future of the etdnclna aricy by ‘the armea force
. of 'the people, ana g basis for the o001a11°t revolution in EBur-
ope.™" (Council of Feoplqu gouuilgsars Leeree of Jan. 12, 1918)
‘Ihe Reo ariuy from its, Wirth was internaticnalist. Trotsky be-~

Ccawe War Couuuls sar. The “uanuerl mllltary training" was begun
in the, fectorles Jno other proauctlve units.  Volunteers haa .to -
gerve six wont Frouw’ 1018 to- 1040 the Red Army grew. from

60C, OOO to o,;do,OCO.J ) . ,

[ Yo,

The Red Army was ;orcea to llve Off the country, one of the basic
reasons for the guerrilla ana pédeant vaclllations (the other
clase reason was the control by the rich peasants and’ forelgn
lnperlallsts of sowe of the guerrilla banas), Two-~thirds of the =
Red arwy was raised by the fighting front comwand, and not in the
rear,- at the factory gate. . The Red Aruwy arose from.local forma-
tions of aiverse deccrlpt;on to becéme a highly centralized .
aruy. G ntrullzatlon was n00e surily week at first, untll t*

‘revolu+1on4ry pOWer oecame more flrmly establlshed.
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RED ARMY AND REVOLUTION.

. Without a Red Army there could have been no. successful revolu-
“tion. MHvery great revolution has been forced, in the course of
@ civil war'and a national war of independence, to create a new
revolutionary.-army, as it were, out of the ground and on the

debris: of the old aruy - the army of the rulers and oppressors.
- If..the revolutionary class or party failed in this military task,

if it. could not igain: the breathing space it needed .in order to”

”@_1hold,on,;thru_the army-less period ‘of ‘transition, it had failed
. in.the problem.set, it . by history and was doomed to sink back for

""aa'long period of further development (or, perhaps, forever) into
'~ ‘the.void where history has nothing to record," writes Wollenberg.

This was the cause of the defeat of :the German Peasants' War of -
- 1585. The mnglish bourgeois revolution was supported by the
- armed ‘might of Cromwell. The French revolution sSucceeded in
' creating an armed force which defended the revolution. In the
‘Paris Comwune of 1871 the proletariat failed to create an army
which could defend the revolution. It had no: breathing space, no
. developed industrial base.. The resuft was disaster. Wollenberg
-claims ‘the military debacle of.the Paris Commune led Karl Kauts-
Ky.to state "warfare is not. the proletariat's strong point."
' Kautsky was wrong. Workers composé—the mass of the world's ar-.
- hies. And-the Red army even under Stalin has shown it is a re-~
~ markabls powerfyl fighting machine. When it makes full use of
. 1ts social weapons, not merely its wilitary might, it is unbeat-

.- able, ‘as the coumments of General Hoffman,”Germanfrepresentative'

" at Brest-Litovsk, establish, when he said the German armies on .
the Bastern front were devoured not by military defeat but by

the virus,of'Bolshevism.'_The'call to class solidarity - fratern~

- ization - was far Stronger than the entire Prussian disciplinary
- structure founded .on fear. -The-revolution of .1905 did not have
the requisite breathing space to construct a potent armed force,

though Red Guards and peasart guerrilla bands were created, This

matter of breathing space is of primary importance. Time is.of
the essence. Breathing space”is the .reason Lenin favored signing
g,the.:eaty-of Brest-Litovsk. It is a necessary cémpohent of def-
. ensive class war strategy in such straitened circumstances where
- the enmy has' the upper hand, ‘and the reévolution lies. prostrate
+ without arms. - S P - g

\

THE LESSONS OF HISTORY. = -

The: proletariat learned much of war since '18%1.. @he,bourgeoisié
'did too. A principal problem of the new Red Army was obtaining
~leaders — officers. Without officers no army. could be formed.
~1n March 1819 Lenin wrote "the foruwer teachers of socialism who =
foresawrgnd;prophesied“so<many events of the social revolution
. never,discussed the -question of utilizing the resérves of bour-
g knbwlsdge and technique accumulated b : '

S

~of officers of the old army to offer:
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Bourgeois militarism had its.useful side. Lenin himself had
carefully studied military history, particularly as it related
to the armed insurrection.-‘EngelsHWhO'first clearly developed- -
the three main points of the iarxian theory of insurrection, took
these from the general experiences of military history. It is

to be noted that fngéls was the military’ expert of .the movemeit

for ‘'the long period of its youth. Clausewitz' "On War," was -
Lenin's chief source of military knowledge. It is acknowledged

by military historians of all élasses as the most -profound work
‘on war ever written. In his works Lenin writes of how. hé care-

fully studied barricade tactics and movement of armed masses,

‘utilizing the experiences of the Paris Comimune (General Cluseret's
~writings were his ciiief source book), and heé wroteésmany articles
" against Plekhanov (who said the proletariat. "should. not have

taken up arme"’in 1905) and against Kautsky who took a pacifist -

stand. It is an illuminating commentary.on the state of the .
.. world proletarian movement that insufficient attention has been

-devoted to continuing theé study and practice of war from the

point of view of the proletaridt. ' : ' -

OFFICERS AND THE RED ARMY .

Before the Red Army.no revolutionary writers had‘Written on the
necessity for using bourgeois military specialists to raise and

- lead the army of the revolution. " 'First the small force of Bol-
~shevik military cadres ana ex-noncoumissioned officers formed. the
~officer caare. In the spring of 1918 military schools Were cre-

ated to train officers, but these early schools could not turn
out commanders in the ‘short tiue allotted the revolution for

training -its defenders. Officers of the old arimy had to be util-

'"Thé,prbbleﬁ‘bf'the1employment,of miIitafy"spe6ialists in an

army raised by the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat is an old one,
It is part of the problem arising from the relations of the rev--

7olu$ionary"party to the middle clagses in general and to bour-

geois experts and ‘scientists in ‘particular," writes Wollenberg.

In Russian historj tﬁe”offiéer‘céSte illustrates how specialists .
of the old ruling class contributed their services to the cause

of ‘the lower masses. The officer class was never homogeneous.

Powerful revolutiondry terdencies 'existed in. it alongside the

backward tendencies. " 0fficers had gone. over to-the side of the

masses- 1n 1905 "as thousands did, in 1917. Almost a 180. years .
before 'in 1827 the Decembrist revolt was ‘led by officers. Of-~.

Ticers participated in the seérf uprisings of 1861.

ftheir ‘services in good faith

MPatriotic’ feelings Were7thé”maiﬂ_mp;ﬁVeS”which'ihduCed a number

to the Soviet Government to which th , y
ile.. They came ta realize that Russia!sfnapionalffreedom was5

ey had been originally host— . .



.* ‘unnecessary. * L e
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indfésolubly linked with.thé Soviet Power, and3saw that all

tpatriotic associations' were' forced to,.hecome the agents of imp-

~erialist powers striving: to lay hands on.the -cornfields and oil
and mineral deposits in 'Russian soil!." These are some of the
-motivations driving officers to. support the revolution which had

- destroyed ‘their previous social base.. At first many officers

- considereu the Bolsheviks to be, agents of Germany. They soon

" learned that the Bolshieviks were the deadly enemies of all imp-

. eridlism. - True, in wany cases, relatives would be held as host-
ages. in case of- any treachery. - This was the, price the ex-serv-
‘ant of  the bourgeoisie . hdd to.pay to-the revolution which he

had kept down and was now forced. by the development of events to
-serve. Holding of hostages is not an invention of the revolu-
tionists nor of the Bolshevik party. It is an old military dev-=
~iee ortactic utilized frow the dawn of-warfare. For those faint-

“heartea gentry who imagine -faougly that the earlier. groups in the

‘movement never used this particular tactic, - attention is invited
to the experience of the Paris Commune where the Communards: not .
" only. took prisoners, but were roundly scolded by Marx himself
for not dealing more harshly with them. -
Many officers deserted and betrayed. - This was an .evil no one
. could abolish. Ce e : : St '

POLITICAL COUMISSARS =~ - - RS

A second-bésic_prihcipie:bf:RédnAfmyfofganizatién'iater:abbiished,

by Stalin only to_be reestablished cduring the Nazi-Soviet war -
which began in June 1941, was the "political commissar." "First
~.and foremost they endeavored to.dissipate.the.natural distrust
felt. by Red soldiers towards the employment of military special-
~ists by enacting that every Tsarist officer should be accompanied
.by a commissar,'who-had‘toacbuntersign;every order-given by the
gommanding officer before it.:became effective.t.. .. . .. -

The political dommissarHWas;thé'difect;ﬁeprésentéﬁive of the gov- -

ernment to the Red Army.  -Commissars were. attached to every:
echelon of the army, even aown to.the lowest units. "The coiu-
‘mand of fronts ana armies was epntrusted to .'Revolutionary Coun-
¢ils of War!, consisting of .one comuanding offiecer .and one or two
‘comuisgars." The function of these Councils and of: the commis—
sars. were the sewe, "Though within different frameworks." The . -
- cominlssars were prohibited .from interfering with.the "work of

leadership or wihpf&qqpiqalcmeasurqs,ﬂ__They'hatho=cduntersign’"
. ~.even orders they disapproved, .thus possessing the right of pro-

‘rest to higher authority.. The comaissars were useful as controls

on the Tsarist officers. According to Wollenberg, "The office of -
commissar was conceived as & -temporary measure which ‘the creation °

of.&)reliable_cgnpsfpf'so¥ietﬂofficer53wcul&_gnadually render

LDl R SR B
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THE.CIVIL WAR

Cne of the main reasons the revolution could not convert the old
army to its.own ends and had to demolish it was that the old
Tsarist officers-had to be completely subordinated to the revol-
ution before they could be used in the army of the workers..

The revolution had to reach a stage in the development of its pos—
itive force, as contrasted to its previous destructive. power, )

-where it .was strong enough to surround /the -0ld imperialist Off_.
ficer caste with the new social force- of revolution.

The Red Army showed-itS'purpose'and valﬁé in the Civil War .of
1918-20. So it. is in class war. "History -shows ho' insfance of
& revolution which may be considered as an accomplished Tact -

“when it has proved successful, or which will allow the rebels to-
‘rest on their laurels when it is over," said Lenin. This ex-

presses a fundawental law of the peruanent revolution, i.e., that -
the revolution continues even after :seizure of power by the prol-
etariat. The class war continues, as the bourgeoisie does not

.surrenaer its control of society without a bloody struggle. Only
‘in this phase of the struggle; is the proletariat on the top.
. The proletariat is the ruling class. . This phenomenon leads %o

the creation and rapid-extension of the principal contribution of
the prolstariat- to -the: present Nazi-Soviet war: the new social
foria of organization,’ s¢. immeugdrably superior: to.capitalism that -

it was able even with lesser mechanical might to stave off the

German armies. The bourgeoisievcalls this "spirit", elan, or .
morale, or super-patriotism, but to every serious worker, this is
enly a manifestation of the superior -social form of organization
possessed by the Working usasses. o - :

- In the closing stages of the’Civil.iar the country was so impov-

erishied that ‘the population was bled white to support the revol-

‘utlon. That was the price the revolution had to pay in'a-back—.;'f"‘

ward country, after a destructive four years or imperialist war,
and three years of civil war. The finale was the Kronstadt rev-

.-0lt, which was crushed in blood. S

.. MILITARY: INTERVENTION

One. of the chief experiences of the Red Army was the campaign.in
Poland in 1920, based on the "fundamental idea of revolutionary
fraternization with the Polish workers and the excitation of rev-
olutionary.conflicts in Germany." This was called the théory of
"revolution from-without.". It failed, as the rev. situation-in

~ Poland and Gerwmany was not ripe. As Trotsky put it "wilitary

intervention may hasten the ovewent ‘and make the victory eas—- «f5,
ler, but only when both the litical consciousness and the soc-— - ’

“lal conditions are ripe for revolution. . Uilitary intervention

has the same effect as a doctor's -forceps; if used at ‘the right;?:f;h

.. Wmoment, it cen shorten the pangs of “birth, but -if employed pre- :
‘waturely, it will uerely cause -an abortion." ("0n Military Doc-

trlne") R

W
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‘This does not preclude the possibility of acceleratlng revol-
ution.in another country when both the class consciousness and
social conditions are ripe for revolutionary intervention. When
‘the larger industrial countries go over to the révolution, it is
entirely feasible’ that they. wilil atsist their smaller brethren
by ‘armea intervention, if that is necessary, -Trotsky's sugges-

. tion in 1933 when Hitler seized power that the Red Army be sent
An to crush German Fascism and coopserate with the still rising
‘tide of working class pressure was never followed. Had it been
followed the resurgence of Gerisan militarism might have been
‘prevented the proletarian revolution’ might have been accelerat-
red.. - otallnlsm chose to allow Hitler to:come into power without
.8 struggle. "Revolution fro. W1thout" is a tragic farce. Revol-
“Ution:from within and from w1thout Will® be an 1mportant ‘wear n

~of the proletariat in- the 1mm1nent etrUggle for power whlch the -
war w1ll produoe.n

et

-

The later: h1story of the Red Army is the story of - Stallnlet oon— .

trol of ‘the armed power of the Soviet government. The essential
- feature of the Red. AIMy -~ ‘the arining of the’ ent1re people - -was
“gradually gltered under. otallnlsm, until the masses' were disar-—
-med, ‘and has now been dealt a death-blow by the- ‘total war begun -
in 1941 on :the steppes of Russia, As Wollenberg cays "The dev-
+ice of;arming .the .entire people which & *total war' -involves

. @gannot ‘be employed by the new ruling clags in RuSS1a without .
risking its very ex1etenoe.ﬂ LeaV1ng aside the nisconception of
“new ruling.-class," it :yet remains a historjical fact oflde01e1ve
reVOlutlonary S1gn1f10ance that total war necessitates arming of
“the .population. . THi ARMED MASS. IS nVER CLOSE TO R&EVOLUTION. A~

' 'spark ean nmake it shlft it guns in & .political revolution ag-
‘ainst the Stalinists.’ In the iwperialist countries the time is
draW1ng near when.the mllllons of workers armed by imperialism

for its ends will learn theé ¢lag 51gn1f10anoe of the f1ght1ng
‘ory of the. anclent revolutlonlst Spartaous. '

"IF . WE MUST FIGHT LLT US FIGHT FOR OURSELVES

ThlS statemént is the praotloal essenoe ‘of "the summarlzed exper—

ience of workers!®. Struggles agalnet modern oapltaldsm - the the-
ory of revolutlonary defeat1sm.”_ .

mAR AND CIVIL WAR
For the Amerloan workers "The Red Army" 1s & small part of their
necessary’ tra1n1ng in revolutlonary strategy and tactics.  The -
‘eXperience of the Russian workers is a tremendously rich source
‘of material for the Americaa..revolution. We can and must learn
from .the: experlenoes of the RueS1an Wworkers

"’In the leadershlp of these efforts hletory requlres & vanguard
Ysgeeped in political, econoiiic, and thereby MILITARY knowledge

.qthe maohlne age. Suoh a party W1ll haVe 1ts ramifloatlons

’\
A
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jthrouwhout the entire armed forces of imncrlalism Qigging away

at the aruea base of iwpsrialisi, and throughout all the struo-
ture of bourge01s society. . : :

s
Suoh an organlzatlon will of necessity arise’ “in thc class con-
flicts uncuer 1mpor1al1Sm, anc leau the struggle to uestroy lm
per‘lallsm- e 4 ) :.‘ . o .

t oo~ l ) h S ..
vt . . : i LI N
s

The ti.g is now olOSe when revolutionary vr1tere and th1nke¥c<
can serijious 1y begin tis upplication of ravolutionary theory to
awsricsn conuitions. . In regaris to tn,_nrmy ‘thig—theoretical
suwuwarization will not wsrely be basew, on the expcrience of

‘workers abroad but. on ths actual class war eXperlenoes of the .

aawerican proleto rlat. The problewm of seizing the rrincipal ind-.

" ustrial centers anc maintaining control over thew i s.a rroblem

of class—wilitary nower. The oroblem of winnlng the Awerica::
farwer 40 the rovolution by arwing hiw ‘and oooperatlng with him
in the struggle to sumsi-tile lanulora,. is a problem of class

- force. The probleu of the revolutlonary international fratern-—

1zatlon of the workers of all lands is a probl=uw of olass foice.

-~ To WlulQ this wouwcntous class. foroe tne revolutionis f1rst of"

41l sust wanuerstane. 1t, - oreato_tn, organization to spreau ana
organize this class coasciousness.  Then, since we umuet fight,
we w1ll be fishting for ourselves witn all the waapons of mouern
machlnery at tle dlspossl of the ruvolutlonary Worters. CLASS

.WAR AGAINoT luPuRIALIbT WAR
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This is truly en amazing statement. If three conferences with--
S v o . : . rout making a single change in class relationships on a world sca-
L M N . .o (ﬁD} A , o S ~ le gan sa alter the social scene. that civil war and imperialist.
jhe ‘Ne e 31-3’ |__m51"_ J rogram. . - SR . war are both eliminated, t_hen- we-are forced -to revise the whole
R oo S _ _ o _ Marxian concept that wars and civil. wars are the result of econ-~
oL S L : - S - o omic contradictions. .. : T ' -
The gyrations of the Comaunist International ever -since Stalin- N :
_ism attained complete mastery over its apparatus in 1928 have
- been nothing short of phenomenal., In its day, the Second Inter- .- states.are, ds-a rule, & result of their coumpetition on the :
g nationalAalso had many ups and downs and ended’ up, after a pro- erldjmagkqg,fpegﬁqsﬁse@eryﬁstateVspniyggwnqgﬁpnly;mo:safeguard
.tracted political illness, in the cemp af.sqclal patr;otism._ C i B its:worl@:marketsa}bhpgﬁo'win;new«markgts};and=inﬁthis;connecf~~
. Bad as it wae, however, the SeQOnd_Internatlona;Lpartles during . tiOﬁ,thefsdbjugation,6£”f0ﬁ¢ign;ndﬁidnsgandgpqunxriesqplaYsaa o
¢+ . the last war never téok the position of gpenly advocating the ) principal part...Warsare rooted -in the ;very nature of .capitalisi;
' . continuance of capitalism., e R S ~ they will cease only when the capitalist system i abolished." -
- 1f the Aumerican Communist Party (and, of course, the. step will . : If war.is nqw -the result of, things other than .capitalist rival-:’
be followed by all other Stalinlst'organlzatlons) now-brazenly,; B  ry, then the Stalinists should have thepdébenewgtoﬁinform;us;;;
| gomes forth with the position calling for "a capitalism with & - ‘what. The truth of the matter, of course, is that .their present,
.. rising standard of life," and pleaging support to bourgeois B program has. no relationship whatsoever to the.fundamental the-
.. democracy after the war—-if it does that, it should not be at— . - ories of darxism.. - - L e T R
. tributed to the depravity of its-individual leacers. -The zig- ‘ ST o T U .
zags of the "communist! International ‘along the road to social- ' - The Teheran conference was & secret conference precisely because -
. patriotism have been. sharper than the zigzags of the Second In- it proposed no basioc change in class .relations;and capitalist .. - -
~;.vernational before it... But they have been sharper because the o economics, but, on the contrary,. evolved plans for safeguarding’ .
;- class relations since 1917 .have been infinitely more tense than , capitalist oppression BY.FORCE! . R e
. the class relations from 1890 to 1914. The Third International - i B e F O T
‘. like the Second 'is now proving that one must either support the - - The coriclusion, . from this C.P. statement, that the various con— :..
;. ¢lass struggle and proletarian revolution, -or support capitalism -ferences have.practically eliminated the evils of. capitalism, is. .
L niegrraon. There are no other alternatives in the present .- B Siyple: (1) The working class must fow: support the Sydtom of
- periodl -As we pointed out 'so many years ago.the theory of . capitalism for a long perioa to come, (2) The working class
¢ '"sdciallism'in one country” inevitubly ends up in the theory of - |  Hust .support .the two<party (Lemocrats and Republicans) fraud, .
- soclalism in no cquntry% the theory of defending the: Soviet —~ - (3), There must be no .thought of & class struggle after the war
-+, ~Unilon purely by bourgeols manouvers eénds up in the defense of B  but ornly the .continwed "collaboration® with--in other words,
the bourgeoisis itself. ' | ‘ S . capitulation--of the working class to the capitalists.

-

'This is'what Lenid had to say on war.' %Wars between €apitaiist

:

Yot

- o~ ot + . BROWDER'S STATEMENT 4 "It is'beyond.question;",sa&s>the statément,:"thét;tHe post-war -
. e _ i} _ . o : . T reconstruction, .l1ike production for the war at present, will be. -
~To the average Marxist, the theories of stalinism are puerile-- - W carried OUT UNDER THE SYSTEM:OF FREE ENTERPRISE....It is .clearly —
.-from the poimt of view of marxist science. ' Nevertheless since . cvideht ‘that political issues at this time will be decided with-
_u:theVStallnlstg influence so large & section--relatively--of the. B . in the frame of 4 two-party system traaition of .our country. . In '
_‘;~wprk1ng class, and 9f the so-called liberal world, -it-is neces- = . W thislff&mewakfdan be: fdugﬁffbut“éhafwoh_tne“hacessary,struggiéﬁ‘
| BAry %o take up their arguments one by one. R | of ‘the smerican people to safeguard our country's victory and .
Sell o B P o oy . preservation of its institutions...." ‘The "Communist" Party and
.- The statement ;ssued.by_the~Ngtlonal;Commlttee of the Communist = ‘R jtg fraudulent leader Earl Browder undoubtedly understand those
. Party and published in the Daily Worker, January 10, states "The .~ W stgtements are treacherous. from beginning to end; untrue and. .~ -
‘woscow,; Teheran anu Cairo agreements give a program to. banish A untenable;“”If“the'th4paftyfgystémfcoﬁidTWdﬁkJnéﬁ”-WﬁyQCOuIdh!t."!
., the spectre of civil wars and the war between nations for sever- & T workaéfbre?;'Why]theilé“ﬁiliiéh“unémﬁioyed“ﬂfﬁéfimpéﬁialﬁéiij
;aétgen??ﬁt?OQSf_;NOF,OnlY;a prolonged world peace without prec- = W war, the growth of Fascist bihméhiéyfthéf?éactiéﬁﬂiﬁ‘thé?Souithu' '
ottt fnn e hes, ayt Lo iehung of economsc relsiionships N ¥hc'poll an: tho. thoseand cut one bosmmonsnsie soni ookt
‘iéiphé-prdsbéct‘fbr the world.® EeTe Boe ot R e - ana thg:oPeply d;ctgtor;a},pollcxes;of}bpu:geo;s;Qemqpraqy?
. S R e T o B o s o R A A ST B
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'Even Mr. Browder recoghizes this faet in a few remarks ln the
January 23 issue of the saine paper.  Browder is interviewed by
an Australian journalist and to one of his questions he relates
-‘how in the New York state- elections, despite the fact-that the-.
‘ Stalinists had "complied :with-all ‘the provisions four-fold,

"'“400%,..." the bourgeois autliorities had refused to permit. them'

“to be on the ballot.. He relatei that.10 million people in the
' South are aisfranchised. If:he wanted to emphasize the point he
could tell how it is absolutely iumpossible for a working class
party (in fact, even a third bourgeois ‘party) to get on the bal~
“lot in 23 of ‘the 48 states., He Would have to expose the whole

" . fraud of dourgeois democravy and the tWo~party system which is
. merely a cloak for the dictatorship of Morgan, Rockefeller Du

' Pont, et. al, Yet he defends this. system!‘

In this ‘interview, ur. Browaer is exceptlonally ‘frank. The‘cor—'

"x_respondent asked whether #in the post—war period you will not

" reise %the question of soolalism,, and he answers, "Not in any -
waey: to ‘disturb national unity... We have definitely taken a pos—

ition that it is not on the order of .the day for the post-war .

-period for us to try to seeure the establishment of socialism in

‘the United States; that.is that thé post-war readjustment shall,

80 fsr as the United States is concerned, certainly take place

on & capitalist basis.... We interpret the neaning of the Teheran.

'“agneemen*~as opening up the prospects for world reconstruction
after the war which will make possible the strengthening of dem-
ocracy and ‘the full employment of American economy, Which means

_the large expansion of the domestic market, which means a rising

standard -of living in the United States and a much greater for-
eign market than has ever been conceived- before. That:is the
only way in which aAmerican. .economy- can bs. kept operating. It is

our.. understanding of the -Teheran ‘conference-that .there the basis -

- was laid . for - such.a perlod -which makes it posslble 1o avoid 8-
‘.great cr1s1s in- the United States.h.",“;“ L _ﬂw,h,;a AR

- Thls is oertﬁlnly a m1r&Cle‘lf 1t can be aonel What has been
";adaed to the 51nk1ng hulk of worlda. capltallsm by the . Teheran

: conference? Is:just the faot that the Soviet Union- enters 1nto
" & pact with the capltallst nations - enough assurance ;that capit-
~aliswm can solve:its economic aiff1cultles° 1s the'. SOV1et -Union ..

now prepared to sena billions of dollars.of "lehd-lease". to Amer-

ica: 10.take care of the ‘millions"” of post—war uneuployed? . What .

a”,{of capltalist overproGuction?. -Will Stalin: now absorb the .sur-

{plus £o0od. ang capital? . «The whole thing is patently ridiculous.
The only germ of anythzng resembling reality in this whole quot-
_ ation .is the. faat. that the-Teheran sonference ' " ppenly-and un— .
;{ashanedly and, w1th the_ par¢101patloniof the Stallnist courter—
“revokutionists, pletned to, maintain eapitalism-even if it meant
+ (a8 they know- it will) the forceful suppress;on.of the .world -
"‘:pI‘OletEﬁriat- R o . ‘ e
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,verything else in orowoer's reuarks 1s pure camouf lage, . qeuag«
g‘vr . . . ; . .

1 woulo say that it is true thqt collarbordtlon with the oOVlet
Union is the absolutely necgessdary pre—conaltlon for stabilizing -
econoity in the capitalist countries! 50? An alliance with the
soviet Union, is thé only way that capitalisw can waintain it-
self. Then why woesn't the Soviet.Union break with the imperial-
ists and help thereby to -end. ‘capitalism? Stalinism is acting
as. & prop for maintaining capitalisi.  Unwittingly here/wr.
Browder confirms what we marxists have been maintaining for a
nuiber of yesars now: ‘that Staliniswi is an agent for world cap-
italism within the ranks of. the working cluss anc agdlnst the

.WOrklng class.

'It is certalnly incontestabla that diplouatic measures 1n themr
“gelves can nev-r fundéamentally alter econowic.realities. No

confercneces, -for iustance, can make "umarketg expand," an¢ the -
gtanaara of living go up, employment go up, etc. For that, fund-

cauental econowic and social changes are necessary. This is what

sarl marx had to -say in the bommnnlst «8nifesto about Cdpltdl—"
isii and its aevelopwent as long ago as 1847: "In . ceplctlng the
wost general phases of the oevelopment of th¢ proletariut we

“traced the uore or less veiled civil war, reging within existing™

s001ety up to the point wherse thezt war breaks out into open -
revolution, anc where the violent overthrow of the bourge0191e
lays the 1ouncdt10n of. the sway or tie nrolvtarlat."

- what wes for warx a 51mple polltlcdl thesis that- capltalism can

ledG to nothing else but civil war and revolution is now. coin-
pletely discarue “what-was to ..arx-a siwple scientific thesis:
that capitalisau can only breed crises, Gepression, unemployucnt,
pauperization, imperialist war and a lesseéning of the standad
of living--=this siwple thesis is now cenied by Stalinism. Tio

- fawous statewsnt in the Comimnist wanifesto that "The history

of all hitherto existing soc1et1es is tne history of. class
struggles," this si.ple. stateuent is now explicitely denied.
"Within our country the extension of the United Nations ooall-
tion .into the post-war. period of reconstruction provides the
basis for th successful reconversion of our incustrial plant;
enorwously ‘expanded in. war.. oroouctlon, to noruel operation--to
the benefit of labor, thd farmers anv. capitalists." Instead

"of class struggle we hear being taught the familiar thesis of

all. capltallsm, both bourgeois dewocriey and Fascism, that all

classes in socisty cah lxvextoaether ngrmonlously, W1thout clvll
war. To suci oeptns has Stallnlsm ueécended o

>

FabCISM UR LOMMUNISM

If the present "new line* of tne ctallnists seems a llttle ab-

~ sura to the averdge revolutlonlst,'lt is’ certalnly not absura."
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. from the point of view of politigal logic. In 192¢ and 1930,
~.  when we pointed out that the theory of socialisu in one country
.+ .'must inevitably-end in social naﬁriotlsm and full support of = -
- !capitalism, we wete laughed at. ‘Nevertheless, evidence has now
confirwed this positioni &se theserises. of ‘capitalisu grow
-sharper the revisioniste are forn¢d to put their feet most, blun;—‘~

i 1y in the-camp of the enemy withGut any hedging or camouflage.

- In the last World War it was stiXl possible for German social.
.aemocracy, tainted with the treaphery of - supporting the war, to
‘utilize the cawouflage "Long 1ive the proleterian revolution." ..

. They. appendea ttilat statement t0. ﬁgelr social pdtrlotlc donumpnt

- of August 4 1914 supportlng war: credlts.

uBut atalinism and - all ‘social uemocrv today face a more aifficult
task, - They must prop up a systein inestxm&tably alore aecadent.:

By that, .however; they are ulso.limiting their own usefulness to

“the bourg60151e. The tiwe will a0me very, very soon when splits -

. of large proportions will uevelop within the ranks of the Seecond -

~ana Ihlruﬁlnternatloual partlcs. They are rapiuly causing dis--

illuslonm 't of tne Masses.

_igAs the pressure of ‘the clsillu51oneq masses begins to applv‘1t—*;.f
- “.gelf to the lower functionaries anc rank and file aembers Of
.. these organlzations gnlits will gecome inevitables bapltalimm o
“will then have to"lean its. wand on the shoulders of ' the var}ous i
j-fcentrlst'forc hnre in the Unltea States ant elsewhere.,:;- L

' .But we can‘prealct W1th the saune, scientlflc pre0181on that’ we
s icted: in 1925 the cecline ofithe C.I.--we.can predict tooay
that centrlsm will' go tnrouqh irna telescoped period of mgonths;
what 1t=took Stallnlsm years.‘ AR the rressure —of capltalism -

0ule s ioTé uanu wore diviced into, bnly two cumps. i Who. com;romr
_ises with ‘capitalisu "only a llttle“ today mast in the perxod of
 Estress pu;;both feet in the camp of the eneliv. There is only‘;
- ons-dividing. Tine in society: The two contending mgjor clasves.m,u
-One aust ither have an unequivggcal positlon for rroletarian . :
o iloi against the 1mpgr1allst war, for. revolutlonary def- .
#onc must support thc eneuv, openly &and treacherously.v ;

; de
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