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GH)‘L UUAR IMPERA,USj UJé.R

1- The Imperlallst War is vnterlng a "new"" phase. Without a ‘
conscious leadership. giving gulaance to "the oppressed the war is
nevertheless being "turned into a Ciuvil War“ ' Properlv speaking ,
of course. tne tera "iuperialist" war never aia exhaust the sub— -’
Jject. — it was merely a general, betract (althouph correct) nie:
. for the present blOOubdth- But the Iniperialist wWar .always had
soue whin.uNTS of. Civil War. It would be wrong, as the Stalinists -
" have dong, to speak of .the war as & "progre 551ve" war simply be- ¢
cause there were eleients of the claeg strugnle in tne war frou.
the outset (wWarsaw, Fr.nce, ‘etcs)  The present war is in its Ge-
cisdvesaspects en atieupt by the iwperialists to solve their own'
contraalctlons eacil &t tnezexpvnse of tihe other. . Unwerlying the =
whole. thing, of course, 15 the fundamental contr%alctlon of "cap-
italisua,.: Obviously therefore, there will always be CIVIL WaR
sl NTS in wvery imperislist war, just as thers were TwlPwRIALIST
Lo dTSin the Civil War in $pain 1936-32. The uvitra-refis’ 1™
(and the reforwists wha were all- out for the Loyalists besause :
it was a- “bﬂo're give? ‘mar) can never: unaersnand thlc uvd]mc+1cal'
relatlon“hlp vhich presents n6bt two but four faciore.in the war -
 process, with two (the opposing iwperialist ffﬁ«ee\ nelng @A ndnt
- TEMPO™ARLILY, snd two (the class forees;. bourgeole anc prolet arlan)
_ belqg'tempﬁrarily secoubary. -In tiie broaa, hi gtorical sense the
latter siruggle is ths- nrlmuvy st”ugclp of. our &poch, and. the
iaperialist 1ratv1010¢x battle only a refledtion of tne fiain:
-strugizle, dbut in the perioa betwscn 1930—43 the IMPuRI&LIST ASPHGT
has been dowinant wue to the feailure of ths' workeru to seizg

power in the Spanish, Gerwman, austrian wna other Revolut:ons uﬂd
to 00ut1nu= the b1v1l udr.-

2~ Now,-howevcr, we are re Aching the sta"e wiere the war Wlll be
cuanged.. We are reaching a stage 51m11ar to 1917-24, 4 gldnt
internationul ¢ivil war buLWuOn ¢lasses. fach suz cessive month
of uie war les seen the svddition of woré civil war, ¢leaents.
The seizurs of "power" by tie warsaw proi:tariat ana tneir ner018
_defense a~a1ukt the Gersan iuperinlistsin. 19”9 ihe niass de—
fsatisw of . tme French p;oletarlat in 194C; the eniry of the Bk
Workers State in 1941, which umirKed a blP increase of .the Ravol=~
utionary eleuent into the gsneral maelstrom° tie strugglcs ip

- India and’ Ghlne-ﬁ the Italian ?evolutlon' '*he udnlsh strlkes-
:uebunon, “the.wass sabotage and Uue;rllla battles - all thege -
things ars wlinsiTh OF CIVIL waR. Ounly the’tigitly—knit: counter~
‘revolutionary forces: of -Germen Imrerlallsm on the continer

- surope: (alaeu in Italy, at least by the Al ieg who coll:
in the check king' of the Italian Rcvolut*on) and of- thr ALlid

.forces in‘.asia have hele these clements of 01v1l war-w1t1
1mp rlallst cnannela. :




' INT.RMATIONAL N&ws . - . . Page 2

 increased. It has penetrated deeply even into the British Isles..
where strikes and class consciousness are growing. We are ‘on.
“the eve of big events in usurope and .isia. . Instead of being .sec—. .-
ona&ry, the civil war élewénts. in thv present carnage will soon

- becowe doainant, apd the purely intra—imperialist struggle will
recede into the badkground. The whole alliec¢ strategy of a
"second front" is based on this proposition. The Allies are tim-
ing their entry iato thel Suropean fortress as a counter-revolu-
tionary stroke against t#e proletariat, more than as a military

- stroke -against the "imperialist "enewy". Aand Geruany on its part
-is equipped with at least 600,000 troops and gestapo .men whose

. only purpose is as & counter-—force to the Revolution.'

~ COUNTER-RAVOLUTION

“?'5~ all the conferences ana stratégies of the.imperiéliSts (in
all camps) must be understood in this light. They are all org-

anized arounu a strategy which reaas: - "we expect the dimperialist -

~war inevitubly to be converted into anotiher civil war, but we .
ourselves umust arrest that cevslopment at its first sign by turn—
ing the iaperialist war into & counter-revolutionary war." In .
the very near future we may witness in all of surope and possibly
©in aslia soue new and strange alliances. -against the proletarian.
revolution in Italy, the allies united with their former Fasc:st
~and. sewi-Fascist "enemies", like Badoglio . and King Victor’ imanuel.
- They boubed the working class sections of uiilan into ruins, but
studiously avoiced bouwbing of the main spheres of their allies:
- in the cluss struggle, the Italian bourgeoisie. Prior to that
., tue #llies wede a deal with sewi-Fascist Larlan, and prior to
“that with Petain. When the Revolution threatens the iuperialists
will ally thewmselves with their former "enemies" againét the prol-
-etariats. We shall uncoubtealy witness — in the near. futurs an -

. -alliance between Allied imperialisw and a section of the Gerwan

capitalists against the riging proletaridn revolution in HUrOPe. -
*The prolstariat wust be forewarned against this inevitability.
Like our elass cnemies we too :must extend a fraternal hand to

*ﬁ,tFS workers:-anu soldiers of the so-called encuy nations. =~ -

4= The whole significance of the Moscow and Teheran conferences
“was this; that the allied iwperialists at one and the same time
are utilizing Stalin against the Revolution in furope and Agia,
f_whlle encirecling ths Soviet Union itself bocause they fear that
“1t will be a wajor bulwark of support for the coming workers up-—
surge.. Stalin has lwpleuentea the 20 year pect with Britain =nd
~ 18 now coupletely ticu to thé policy of "status—quo". FHe has
. .agreed speeifically to -the stutus—quo in-Persia, in Italy
- port .of . the uiscnhower agreewsnt with Baaoglio), in Czechoslova-
;- Rila, (the treaty with Benes), and elsewhere he has agreed to the
- daachinery for preserving the status—quo (the .eciterannean and -
London:coimiitteed of the allies).. at the sawe time, however; —

aly, (sup-
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 the AngléQAmerican bloc by its agreewents with Turkey and Iraq

and by its plans .to invace central surope, aaded Po 1its pregent
territorial coutrol is closing & sewi-circle around the Soviet
Union for an inevitable atteck against.ths Red workers and sol-
diers once theytBrow off Stalinisi and re-—establish the relations
of October — a political rvolution which is likewise inevitable
in the near future. There is no real alliance between anglo-
american iwperialisw anc the Soviet Union. That uust be ¢§v1ous.
If there were.the Russians woulo alreaay be at the gates or Ber-
1lin — five or ten billion aollars more of lend-lease 'planes allc

.tanks would have given Russia énough of a balance to smesh Goriman

iwperialisiie But the allies ao not want & victorious Soviet
Union. - Their aiu has besen based on the strategy that we are deal-
ing here with & basic cnemy, whom we mu&t,watch'carefu}ly and -
just as carefully underw.ne. Of course the alliance with Britain

'is not an alliance of "“frienas" either. - aserica continues 1o

fight its British fellow-—cupitelists, anc to underwine it ; but

“there is a fundamwental uifferencé: . it is possible to.make agree-
~wents, to have understénding, and to lay.down relztively long.

terw strategy with the British. With the Soviet Union it is <if- .
ferent. The alliance of the ..nglo-american capitalicts is not

ith the Soviet Union as sucii; it 'is with the Stalinist wmisleac-

ership of the Soviet Union, and it isbdirected against the prol-
etarian revolutionsy On ‘this question both Stalin ané Churchill -
an¢ Roosevelt have siniiler wiews — all are opposed to Revolution
because victory would wean tne end” of all three.’ The only dif-

- ference betwpen the three gentlewen -is that Stalinism will be

simashed even if the counter-revolution of the imperialists is
successful. Once the social revolution is given & decisive set-
back (so the imperislists hope) they will no longer need the cer-
vices of Uncle Joes. Just as the Geruan capitalists duwwped the
Socialists who served them so well for fifteen years, in favor

of the Fascists (and even put hundreds of Socialists .in concen-
tration camps), so on an international scale thc iuperialists
arv attewpting to use the prestige of the October Revolution

- (abused by Htalin) as a reformist whip againet the impencing

Civil War, only to aispense witn thiis-whip as soon as class rel—

~ations are sufficiently stabilized for the open Fascists to-ascend

to pOwer.-  '
- MpETING OF aNoMTiS T
5- sgsentially the moscow ané Teheran conferences were sparfiﬁgs,

between the pewers relative to future conflicts. awmerica.and "

.Britain are anxious to keep the spheres of influence of the §-
‘viet Union down to as little as possible. But the mighty.victo-

ries of ‘the Red Army foces the 4ailies* to pive soie concessions
The wain «lw, however, of anglo~anerican diplowdcy: is to-gain as

aneh. political ana territorial concessions for "safe' forces of
..the United Nations such as the Polish Governent -in-exile; or,

other reactionary pro-capitalist groups 'of this. sort. Probabl:
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  the Allles are not. hav1ng easy sailing with the hremlln. The
" Hoviet burocracy knows enough at least to take zavantage of its

- position and of. the friction aumongst the ather "United " dations.

~But this does not alter the ¢ecisive fact that in the struggle
" against the Prolesarian Revolution Htalinis. has lined up 10C%
‘with the Allies — and this victory for the anglo—americen bloo
is a thousand tiwmes more iuwmportant than: the minor concessions

‘.- and prowises that america and 3ritain must gife Stalin (such as

-"for instance, wore ald to the Dtdllnlst stooge, Tito, of Jugo—
”slaV1a, ete. 5 B :

o

8- A massive. behlna—the—scenes struggle goes on between vapious.

:',natlons and national-and international grouplngs of capitalists.
~It would be iwpossible in a-short report to ceal with &any of
thess at length. But we must eval"ate the present and potentlal

v:frole of all the powers.

The U S. .::.R

‘a- Desplte Stallnlsm, the Sov1et Union is the most impor+ ant

~ nation in this war, as far' as the prolestariat is concerned. Cb-
" viously if the Soviet Union wers not hamp sred by Stalinism it

~would be making: even now a plgaﬂtlc gontribution to world revol-
oution. OQbviously, too,_lf Stalinisi were not in the saddle in
.. Russia, the 1mva1ullsts woulu not .even think of dealing with -
. the Workers State. The sffectiveness of the Soviet Union on the
‘. side of tn° worla proletariat- is consicerably weakened hy the

' cuncerous growth within it; nevertielues - just like a reforwist

led trace union or demonctratlon, but.-on a far wore iwmposing -

. ‘scale = the Soviet union represents the groatest POT&LT LAl danger.

o to World capitalism because of ite propertv relations, its eliu-
-1nat10n of the. capitallst class, its traditions, education, -ete.

. The Uotﬂoﬂ-

b- umerlcan C&plt&llSm is the wain prop of the totering
bourgeois eystem. With its gold and its resources, and with its
- alwost untouched army it w1ll be the hand behinG every counter—
.- revolution on earth. - The success of .any § Revolution anywhere will

“depena to a.large extent on the ability of the awerican workers
. onall fronts to weaken and &t least neutralize the strengik |of

~Wiall Street. - In the widst of the war the United Ltates continues

,to increase its power: — &t the expense of ite allies, pri.arily
- Great Britain. 'The old.anglo-auerican antagoais:.l continues to-

”*_flourlsh, although not. as: openly as before.; America ' ig chdlleng-—

ing Britain's mastery-in the widale wmash, in sustralia, in Inéia
©and even in iurope. ..aerica wants a relatlvely intact Germany

”7fbut a coiupletely demolished Japan. Britain.wants just the oppo-

;/51te,-a demolished Germany, and a Japan gapable of allying with

/ Br1ta1n to keep the United States from hwallow1ng up all cf &sia.
/QThe Battle contlnuus to rage.j: o

“exp101t a glgantlc new emplre.

‘e
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BRITAIN

e, The sun has deflnltely set on the British umplre. The smpire

. Will 1ot only crack-as a result of . flank attacks by Britain's

"glly", america, but as -a result of the internal dynamics of the
smpired . Great Brltaln is flghting desperatelv to hold -her own,

- but 1t i = 1osing battle: Not only Goes Britain face colonial.

revolutions in Inala, arabia and elsewhere, but class relations .
at home (particularly in Scotland) are deterioruting rapidly.
The strain of war econowy, plus the incessant pressure. of Amer-—
ican Imperiallsm ig reducing Britain to the role of ‘a second -
rate power. . Unless Britain.can hola. the line against Revolutlop
and £orm a- formldable alliance of powers against the aAmerican

'~colossus, she will play a role relative to America similar to

the role Franoe playea relative to Britain bsfore the war. It
is exceedlngly doubtful that Brltaln can accompllsh this task.

JAPAN

Cam Japanese Imperlallsm 1s in an exceptlonaliy favorable posi-

tion. 1t is not true to state that the Allies will turn on.
Japan right after they defeat Germany - assuming such a defeat

is forthcomlng. Japan expects that the Anglo-awerican forces

will heve their hands full fighting the Social Revolution in
surope -and Western asia to be able to concgntrate too much on
Japan. There is certainly much werit to this concept. - Japan .
herself is taking measures of a "reformist" character to dull
the blede of rovolt in the newly conquereda territories of th:

rising sun. BShe is giving nominal "independence" similar to

that grdnted by amerioa to — say Brazil, in an attewpt to stab— .
ilize class relationships. .Japan thus is glven & resplte to.

.

CHINA AND INDIA = . °

"In both these countrles social revolt has been 81mmering for
years.. It continuess to simwer and way boil over at any time.
Inflation and starvation are wracking both. countries. In India-
the iwpetus of the upsurge of 1942 still continues, although’ not -

.. quite so spsctacularly as in the past. In China, the puppet of

aAnglo-aAuerican (and particularly of Americané Imperialism is
forced to deploy over a million troops to watch over the "Red

» army" of ; jpeasants, presesntly unéer control of the- 8taliniste;

The order of the aay in-both nations is the Proletarian Revolu—'~

'.tion, with the peasantry allicd to the working olass.. Revolution

in these two gountries — with 800 million. populatlon, close to
40% of the total world population —~ would bs a major ahd- 1rrep-
arable catastrophe for. the capitalist world. It would cause a - -
far-reacning economic ana political crisis in Britain, the: U.S.

.ana Japan. ‘Next to a Social -Revolution. in- Germany and Amerlca,vu

the uprising of these sewi-colonial people WOuld bring to the
WOrlu worklng class the greatest results. -

PR
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FRANCE ANL ITALY

e~ These two -defeated .powers are now in a hopeless pqsition; .
They must hope for: 1- a decisive defeat of the world revolu--
tion; and 2~ a new alliance of have-—nots to iumedialely .chal-

 -lenge the powers that be; " The situation of-Fpanc§ and Italy ,
shows that in the present c¢risi® of world capitalism.the victors

" can perwit no latitude to the defeated (except for agreeuents

to use native rulers to curb the proleturian "menace"). France
and. Italy are both instructive ohly insofar as the aAllies are
" using Fascists and semi-Fascists as Wllies". The list incluces
Petain, berlar, Girawd, thée monarchist LeGuulle, Bauoglio, and

others. ' ‘/here the situation is critical, as in Italy, the allies -

- prepare ths "liberals' Sforza and, Croce to replace Badoglio once
he falle. st e : oo )

GrRuANY

' 'f- Germany .is the ceumenting force of the count:r-revolution in
surope .at’ the wowent. When the fabric of German capitalism is
simashed or even shaken it will re¢lease revolutionary energies
. such as thé world has never .seen before. The willions of op-

pressed now uncer the lash of German I.perialism will becoue a
© - tidal wave for revolt. The allics are not unwindful of this,
despite all the TiALK of unconditional surrender. ,bat the strat—
-‘eglic wouwent they will utilize Stalinisu and reactionary forces

”-,-within:Germanx to keep -this tidal wave within bounds. But Ger- -

wany .is today 'the key to the suropean moveument (excludijg of
course the Goviet Union). .- - , Lo e L
7— The manifestations of wLepsNTS of civil war must be-aHalysed
* in all cases very carefully, 60 as to Giscover the specific
-means for” converting the "elem=nts of c¢ivil war" into a civil
war against the bourgeoisie. The Loagus has dealt with mahy of -
‘these problems in recent wmonths. We take here only some -of the
outstanding ones: : C o ’

ITALY

‘a~ & Rovolutioiury situatiaon has been.temporafiiy,dhécked'by i
the cowbined forees of ,the 4xis — who are terrorizing the Itali-’

. ans. in the North, 4na the allies who domihate the scene in the
South. The Italian revolution in reality is eavght between the. -

. revolutionary lethergy of the Geriuan ana aAwerican working class.
. . Had the workers of these countries been able to enforce the de-
mend of "Hands off Italy" it is fairly certain that the Italian -

:Revplutiog would alreacy have reached a stege close to the ac—
‘tual seizure of power. History knows of meny. instinces where

“ithe fallure of workers in other countries to give aié has result-—.
. ed in.defeats of the proletariat: d.e.. Finland in 1218, Hungary -

B

“little in the talk about "fighting" Fascisw. The Guérrilla -

Vo
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'in 1919, etc. The Italian Revolution, however, is not yet de—.

feated. - Its fate wmerely has been consolidated with the fa@e of
the other workers of surope. The Italian masses, long disillu-

.sioned with the German "new order" are now learning at first

hand the truth of the allied "new order". ihen the explosion '
comes it will be clearer and more sustained. The situatlon in
Italy iuposes a very great task on the american working class...

~ Tne slogan "Hanas off the Italian Revolution" must be shouted

from the -hoRsctops and the auerican working class must_see'bo.
it thdt no aid is given to the counter-revolutionary efforts in
- GUZRRILLA WARFAR: THROUGHOUT. isUROPs

b- Guerrilla movewents. are not new in recent history. Thousands
of guerrillas, for instance, functionzd during the Civil War in
Russia, 1912-21. These guerrillas supplewented the work of ‘the
regular Rel. arily. : o '
=8ch Guerrille’ wovement, however, must be judged from its class
aims. During the present war therc are four prominent types of
guerrilla forces.. There is, first of all, the Red Guerrillas in
Russi%: .Theére arc Guerrilia (or underground) movements in. the
large “iupérialist countri.s lige France, Germany, and Italy.

~These forces umust he juaged separately in euch instance. . nost
- 'of theu, however, &re reactionary IN CONTuNT because they ars
‘aefinitely linkeG with one iwperialist group or another. Then

there are the Guerrilla forces in the swall capitalist countries.
They all aim at a Nationalist solution, or are-iinked with cef-
inite nationalist groups. ©Some of these Guerrilia foroes, _like
Tito's Prartisans, are definitely suborcinated to one groupsof
lwperialistss There are less publicized groups, however, who

- are opposed to all iiperialism. @ith the lstter forces the

w8rxists will have to work closely on specific issues on a united
fromtebesis, waintaining indenenuent working class instruments:
and attewpting through oowradely criticisu, ete. to bring these
groups awey frow thsir Neationalisit to & proletarian solution. '

As tiue goes on we will witness splits in all the Guerrilla -
forcus, because class, tension within thew is even higher then -

in the resualr arwy.-

The Guerrilla'fightars are motivated,'tb'a,far greater extent

than the regular army soldiers, by revolutionary aius. The av-

erages soldier is slothful in his patriotism and believes very:

A

fighter, however, is fighting -to expel a conqueror and trying =~
10 regain sows of his rights. Unfortunately theé lezdership of

.the Guerrilla fighters is today in theé hancs of agents*of4Al;iedf 5

Imperialism and is fighting on the gice of the imperialists.

The wnole woveuwent: therefore is.a réactionary one, Gespite tie <

e
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~_revolutionary aspirations of the rank and file. We must aistin—

‘8uish between the rank and.file 5ocial aims and the inperialist
aims of the leadership, and we-must take advantage of this -

- clfavage. Revolutionary Marxian Orgenizaticns will give no sup-

pory whatsoever to the present guerrilla umovewents, such as Tito,

.~ the Greek Partisans, stc. But we will work awonizst. the rank

and file, and even side bu side wWith thew on the following pro-

gr'am: o . e : '

1- @xpel all imperialists frow our country, No support to
- either group.’ - o : :

- wmxtenu. ana buse the struggle on mass action at the :
- point of production, factories, mines, wills, in. the
countryside, etc. - v T :

' Re-organize the guerrilla forces on the basis of a
dewocratic election of officers subject ot the will
of soldiers' .councils. . - :

4- For. immediate and ‘unconditi -nal expfopriation of the
.. large landlordS'anu_capitalista, R :

Wherever the Marxists or
-.they should offer unitsd fronts to the Guerfillas’on‘this.pro4
C.grarn, butgunder_no‘CirCUmstances nust they liquidate their groups

. ‘into the Guerrilla aruies. o S ) o ,

fihe only_Guerriilg_force today that plays a progressive role . .
'1s the Russian Guérrillsas., " They are helping to defend the Sov-
‘Aet Unlon. xs tho German aruy rétreats, the Guerrillas of the
UUS.53.R.'will give aid to ths revolutionary Upsurges in-about’

- ~to be liberatea countries, although their efforts - like that

© 0f the regular Red arwy, but to a slightly lesser extent — will
. be warpea by Stalinisw. .o : R E

8= s : | ments of surope (and eclsewhere) to-
-.aay.are in the service of wither the Allics or axis imperialism.
~~It coulu not be otherwisce, for nationalisu as -a historic factor
.18 reactionary to the core. ' Here, too however, we will yind

' ‘that-on the part of the masses of sisall and oppressed- countries
i there are still ehoruwous illusione concerning Nationalisi.

o dck o thi tion of the masses,
B, ‘ - 8iving. aid to the imperi né

. if we supported in any -shape or form
We must counterpose to tne program of the bour
the prograu of the Right of Sclf-Letérmination
of-Socialist Soviet R
Tor the various oppre

geois Nationalists,
ght of. - , 1 ana for-a Unioh -
qugllcs of kurope with autonomous rights

for . rious seed nationalities. 0nly the Revolution
Will solve the Nationalist problew. .~ . Y S

’

militants are in control ofimass.forces‘

OVidENTS,

o ; , CF o
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SABOTAGE AND STRIKHS

a- The'questionfthat is posed to eve;yA3§volutionary,&arxi§t in
Burope today is: "shall we oppose ind1v1dua; sabotagg?.uanu our
answer must be firw and unequivoeal: . .in principley definitely
yes. But the answer .is not quite so siwple. ‘We are in favor

| of waSt action, even if such dction takes longer.to develop and

is iore difficult. . VWe must attempt to correlats the individumal.’
actions of-individual péople into a mass aotivity. But we do

not on that account_expoéggan& betray. indivicual saboteurs, nor

ao we treat thew as enemies; we attempt to show them the use-
lescsness of ‘uhcoordinated activity and atgenry to enrqll-them as
orgaznizers and activiste in mass action. We mugt patlently.ex--
plain and prepare for mass political strikes and demonstr*atiopns.

We must patiently work for the aruing of_the-mas§es (which by
‘the way will involve mipy individual_bi;s.of.gct;on).:“We_gpe_

for orgznization, not anarchy.

The difference betWeen'mass'actionaanu*inaividua; sabotage is i
hard for some people to define.' ‘Individual sabotage way involve
dozeng and even hundreds of people. On the other hand), mass-
actions WAy sowetiwes - as an auxiliary -:involve the actions
of only one or two individuels,. The.difference, however,drgsts -
on whethér ghe aim of the whole activity or series of -activities
is to be a SECRsT of OPiN.challenge against the clasé enemy.

In muss action the masses openly couwe out on the picket lines,

or in:the streets, and.struggle directly, ingg,ftontal-a§tack,
- against ths opprecsors ‘and their: agents. Individual actions may

be auxiliary in the line of massfaotiOn,..IndiVidual‘sabotaga,v
on ‘the -other hand, is 'a 5sCiweT action, which involves only lim-
ited forees in a fla&nk dttack, & harrassing attack, against the
exploiters. It can rot possibly change class relations appre~
ciably and in pert leaas to repressions. and aefeat, o
e~ In a whole Series'ofjdocuments-the.League hHas taken up many
other vital queStions'othhe.ReVOlution, Constituent asseubly,
Soviets, ‘Germany the Key to the wuropean Revolution, etec. We
have an outline on the woscow conferendes which will be @ppen- -
ded to this Gocuwent, which also deals with -this question in

© part, particularly relative to.Stalinism.. . Our position on a

Union of Bocialist Soviet Republics of -,urops, as opposed, to

. the British plan of balance of power alliances in durope, -anu

the. Germen = plan of full "unity" vnier the hesl of Geraan imper=
ialici, hag been dzaln witn' in other Cocuwsnts. IR '

“8- The Torces of the Interaational Contact Couaission are quite

weak“in fage bf{tngjpresent_imposing‘WOrlduproblemaii“In,th§'34?“_
last few months, however, we have had heartening,newsgf:gm,muf'ii,

~_.rope. oontact’betwgenfﬁhefIfCQC.ﬁfOrCee-is”becoming;firmery

ie can feel quite certain that as soon as théjpreeegtfqloudéqafé;
lifted our preparatory. WOrkgforgfoqrﬁyegrs‘now as anu1ag C.owill

)]
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pay great aiv1denus._ Ve must emphasiéefthat the I.C.C. as an

kf; embryo ‘Internatiopal force for the Creation of a New gourth

Communist International 1s. more 1mportant today than tine marx-

:'“f ian force, of. the last war — more .important not ‘because of sub-

“jeetive factors, because we Go not have.Lenins all ‘around us,

“but.because of the obJective fact that international unity .is a
“Hunared tiues wmore necessary 1norder to defeat the c1a S eneny
toaay, than in the past. S '

CLASS RLLATIONS IN Uao.

9 The situation within the United States. American Imperialism
‘is wraoked with internal difficulties and problems"

a- The. aanger of Inflation. Subsidies, &8 presented by
Roosevelt ¢an only ameliorate the problem but: can not solve any-
thing basic. The fact that 200 billions in debts are outstanding
and that- there 1is twice the. eurrency in circulation today as
-there was 'a few vears ago, is inflationary, since the gold back-’
1ng for all this rewmains comstant. The fact that the inflation
is not 1mmea1ately apparent is’ only the result’ of . stern “political
measures, which’ only postpone the .Gebacle but will .maké it worse
. ‘when, it ‘does ‘CoMe. - - -merica knows: that' it iust devalue its our-

- rency, (bonoholoers, please note), but they hopu to devalue it
together Wwith other powers and in such-a wmanner that while it
Will shift ‘and enorwous’ burden on ‘the masses it Will leave foreign
.-trade and Capital investuent relatively stable. . Inflation, too,

will hanifest itself b tha witharawal of commoaities from the
. markct.ig .

b Overproduction in the miast of tize War, ana groW1ng aun-
employment wuring wartime "prosperitv" “\

; i e- The 1nterna1 fissures of the bourge0181e. Friction With—
in both major parties to a far greater: degree than in 1940, and
the growth of crystallizations both to. the left (Labor Psrtv,

fiilluwan Comuittee) wna to the. right (Gerala Swith's rarty, which
may mushroon, and other forces).

L ‘d- The cleavage between the rank and file of the Unions
- and’ thelr leaders which . also reflects tho present weakness of
'"01V1l peace" in America. :

.e= Tha ariiy. 700 00C veteruns of this war alreaav exist

- and as-y2t there has buen no provisions whdtsoever made for these

unfortunatés. The morale of the“army itself is none too- good.

. Hundreas of thousands -of soldiers are expressing sentiuents, ‘

:_ which tney theuseélves do not yet understand clearly, but which
are embryonic thoughts of soc1al revolution~nnne—the—less.

IN&RRNAIICNAL'ﬁEws-=
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f- Congress. The present Con ress has shown the same
types of inaction and confusion that ‘characteripe .all parlia—
mentary booies before they relapse into. impotihce. - ‘Whosever .
victorious in.th& next elections, government by'oecree will

:‘rapialy replace government by Goncressional ‘action.

9~ Reformism ana- centrism.- Both these points. habe been dealt:"

© with extensively in other: décuments.  HNote, for 1nstance, the
'December International News on irotskyism.

RN

10—~ The whole preSont perioo i= one of great social. tension.d
nupenity is poised on- the etige of a knife as the 1mper1alist :
war is being turnwd -intoia civVil ‘war. The upsurge of the'. op~.. -
pressed is ebsolutely certain end within b ve ry short pericd. -
It rowains only for the-conscioueivanguard of "thie masses to ..
consciously give guioance_to this movewent and uirsct it into

correct scientific  channele. -The tasks confronting ‘the Marx1sts
-are great .incéed,  But the: opportunitios facing the working

lase in the couiig ‘perioa dre -even greater — greater, in. fact

'tnan at any tihe in: tho history  of humanity.

~ Lec. 18, 1943,
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THE COMING UNEMPLOYMENT

'vThomas Re Amlie, former Congressman frOm Wisconsin, recently'

wrote a long article for The Nation. . Mr.Amlie states, "By July,7

"l 1944, it is expected that 11,300;000 men will be in the armed
v~forces and 54,600,000 WOrkers employed Ain industry and agricul-

fii ‘ture-—a total of 65 900,000. In 1939 we had 44,200,000 workers -

employed in. industry and: agriculture, -with perhaps 500 000 in
. <: war work and the armed forces. Thus a return to the conditions
Yo j of 1939 w0uld prov1de no place for 21 200 000 persons;“

Mr. Amlie's estimate 0f the unemployment after the war is some-
- what smeller than the estimate of CIO research directors, but -
even if we assume the figures of "optimists in the Department of
‘Labor," there Wlll ‘be at least 12 million unemployed

One way or another ‘the unemployed problem is here With us again.
‘Hundreds of thousands of workers are already being laid off.

Whole factories are shutting down. It is becoming . increasingly -

' difficult for certain types of workers to find employmcnt al-
e though the problem is’ not yet acute.

o -
»

' _ THE. TERRIBLE THIRTIES Co N

The American social scene is pOised for new 1930's and 132's. .

" Sometime in the 'néxt 4 or 5 years, millions and millions of
people will be left without work and consequently without ade-
‘quate food shelter or clothing. The glowing promises of the
profit—hungry capitalists of full employment after the war, are
POPPYCOCK- : : : S

; Only the proletariat can find a ‘solution to the problem of un-
employment. Generally speaking, the solution lies only in the
~overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a workers!

_council government based on production. for use. Along the road -

“to this solution we will some day in the near future be faced
v Wwith the problem of re-establishing unemployed organizations
~1J closely linked up With or part of a trade union movement.

v

THIRTY HOUR WEEK |

Meanwhile, however what shall be done in this next period, the
.period of increasing lay-offs? What shall be done to stave off
the catastrophe and to defend the interests of working . people?

T‘ One ‘of the things sugcested is a struggle for a 30 hour week.

" ‘That- struggle must begin not tomorrow, after the war, when trade’
.~union strength is at a_low ebb, but it must be forced out of  the
.greedy maw of capitalism today through the instrumentality of

-general strikes, demonstrations and other political action. '

- beginning T e
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" The 30—hour week by itself ‘however, Will only absorb a relative— .

ly small portion of the unemployed. Even if we were to assume
that capitalist production would be around 100 billion dollars'
level (21 Billions above the ‘1929 peak year);iat kesst 40.per .

- cent of the working class would still be uhemployed. And from

year to year', due to new inventions and other technological im—
provements, that figure would continue to increase.

No,the working cldss cannot depend on-minor palliatives or mere
economic reforms.- ‘In the coming period the -question.of " life. and 3
bread will-be sharply posed to-the: working classes oOf ‘the United.=

. States. KEither we-will keep the. factories -open and "enfdrce pro=-
duction for use and full employment or the capitalists WillN"re-"-’-,q

‘organize" society on the bas1s of a, frightful scarcity and hungeri”‘{s

,program. ) . . . T

. DOOMED TO STARVATION

Dozens of millions of people are doomed to starvation and pre—~w‘f
"mature death. unless in this coming. period. the working clags’de-" " -
cides to defend itself. It may be. ‘necessary to keep the factor—fi?

ies open -at the point of & machine gun, but if it is'necedsary
it must be done. The working class must prepare today to esta-
blish councils in every city and in every locality to KEEP THE:

;FACTORI&S OPENy STOP the capitalists from:spreading unemploy- |
‘ment!’ It must prepare to convert the factories and - ‘instruments

of imperialist ‘War ‘to -instruments for producing for the needs

- and use 'of humanity.- THis struggle must begin, not tomorrow,

after the war, but tod y while the lay~offs and. unemployment are -

(.

RN
Y

PRODUCTION FOR USE

ObViously a struggle of ‘this sort Wlll almost from the outset
pose .thé question to the smerican. workers of who shall control
state-power--the: capitalists with their. prog"am of sgcargityvor

- the working class.with: their program of. productlon for use. A - -
~ period in ‘'which. 21.million people are. losing their JObS, in which -

humanity must: pick: up::its; tattered body. from ‘the’ ravages of war,
such a period is: in‘itself a.pre—revolutionary period . a . period
in which ‘all -questions. of:hread and: butter. resolve themselves inf

to the fundamental question' "Who shall control state power?"

‘_Many people,_of course, Mill obJect to the nrogram of working

class séizureé .of-.thd factories but there is ho . other Solution.,
The idea,. far from being "adventurous " is the only practical

vsolution.

.o

[EEEvI
RAXD

For workerc' seizure of the factories to check unemployment !

For workers' councils to organize production for usel

cy e
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TO ALL HDNEST WORKERS MEMBERS GF THE COMMUNIST PARTY USA._ﬁ

::Q-Fellow WorkerS'

:”All of you who possess any polltlcal understandlng have been
- aware for sometime of the existence of three categories in the
‘Communist Party USA. The flrst, composed of the Browders, the
uinors, the- Stachels, ‘etc«y With their following-of pie-card :
stooges and dupes,-is the- 1ead1no core of the party. For years
“this unprincipled and bureawcratized group has beéen nothing “but
an-American representative of the Stalinist bureducracy. Then,
:there is & small group of veterans extending back to the old
... days of 1919 and'thereabouts who -have been disgusted with the
antics of the Browders, .étc., ‘but have remained in the party,
" naively hoping agalnst Hope that it would some day justify its
name of "Communist". And finally there is a third’ category,

~fairly large.'in number, of :workers who came into the: party becau- o
.. se of its name and because they: thought it was really a: revolut-°

ionary working cldss party.”vlt_is to these two .latter .groups
that we: sddre g’ ourselves.-_ . . .

WHD ARE WE? |
'*zln commen01ng any conversatlon, political or otherwlse, it is

tfcustomary and proper for the parties to be introduced. We know:
you, but the bureaucracy of your party has taken extra pains to -

':1 keep you from knowing us, sometimes by silence, somtiumzs by lies

- of the most shameless variety. The Revolutionary Wotrkers lLeague
is’a group of Marxists in the U.S.A. connected with the Leninist

"League -of Great ‘Britain and:the Red.Front of Germany in an Inter---

national Contact Commission for a Fourth International. We stand
. for proletarlan revolution, for the extension of the October rev-
‘olution, -for' the turning -of the present imperialist war into' a
_ civil war for socialism. We stand for the establishment of
. workers! counicil or real soviets! ‘governments all over the world.

©". _In other woras, we stand for the:things that many .of you thought

- you were going to find in the Communist Party. We do not ask
Eﬂyou to accept our words either for our program or. for our acticdns.
- “If 'you want to find out about both write for our literature to

‘Demos Press; 708-North. Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois. And then -

"".check it . any. way you want against. obJectlve reallty, and ‘you will
‘find that during the same period that you were floundering. around .

]ﬂ#'ln the net of the Stalinist. bureaucracy, our program clearly
‘3jforetold eveAts and. our actions carried out our program to the

.1imit of our forces. .Now, having introduces ourselves, et us
;Teengage in-a llttle conversatlon about your party.

-tigation and will enable

U.5.A. STALINISM

We know that many of you were ternlbly shocked when you hearu

. .over the radio.the night of Sunday, January-10, 1944, and saw in
~the Daily Worker, January 11, the announcement that the name of

your party was .going to be chanoed. ‘But this shock, we also

know, was only the culmination of & series of - previous shocks.
'Elther as still hoping veterans or as honest worker.recruits, you
have been shocked when the Hitler-Stalin pact was sprung upon "

you" that other time when you were suddenly left flounderlng on .
June ‘21, 1941, at the time of the Nazi invasion of the Soviet
Union; that tlme when you founa the Communist International had
been dissolved These were big shocks on an international scale.

And then you, honest workers, had your  shocks when you. found

your whole party machinery lined up as a scab outfit against the
miners! strike.  You had your shocks.when William Z. Fostﬂr, who

~was at one tiuwe known for his leadership of the steel strike of
1919, came out with-dewands for the doing away with strikes and

for +he workers to speed themselves up to - Anmerican ‘mperlsl—f'
ism. Regling unoer these blows many of you just became disgus-
ted ana dropped out. Others of you still stuck on until every. :
vestige of hope was taken away from you when even theg Y.C.L. name .
and program was abandoned and the namé of "Comnunist" wae stolen
from under your noses. What are you going to do? In this period
you can't just it back and forget about war ‘and revolution, be-

-cause the war and revolution- aon't forget about you. We are of .
the opinion that .the first thing that you have tordo, as an hoh~. - =

est worker, is to analyze the nature of Stalinism and see just

‘what kind of party and what kind of Interndtlonal the vorking

class really needs to, effect its ewancipation. Tnls is & con-

»s1derab;e task, but your own cxperlence must have convinced you

of its necessity.. Below we give just a shor® outline of our .
views. We {trust that it W1ll'ét1“ulato you into a further inves-= -
'you ‘to purge yourselves.of every ves-. -
tige of Stallnlsm and to join with us in the struggle for the
world October. ‘ o ' : L Co

NATURu OF STALINISM

The pOllthdL 1eaoersh1p of your party is nothlng but a stooge
leadership. W¥e do not use tnis term to be calllng nemes, but as.
an accurats scientific description. When your leaaersalp took

up the third period tactics, when it dropped the third: perTQd»fofvfifJ

the ponular front, when it was for a labor narty and against a
labor party and thon later ow for a labor pariy agein, when it o
charJOuerlzed the role of the U.5.A. as 1mper1a‘15u and then lat-
er sudcenly choracterized it as non—lmperlulxst in all cf these .

instances, these sudden, ‘souetiuws overnight, changes were dlctat—? .

ed solely by the interests of the Stulilet ovrcauC“ﬂﬂj in the

- Soviet Unicn eshd dtv tae direct orders of that bureaucracy. No- mat-;f
ter whst their w1shes, ana deeplte thelr antlons, the bureaucrats




~of the U.S.S.R. have still not been able to alter the basic econ-
omy of the Soviet Union. . To date it still remains a Workers!'
State, with socialized property relations as its predominant ec-
_Chomic form, and this we aefend. .So, an analysis of the nature
» of the leadership of the CPUSA i primarily concerned with the
"~ .. national and. internationdl basis of Stelinism. o

Before ﬁhe fall of 1924, not even Stalin was 8 Stalinist. 1In the

beginning of that year Stalin wrote a book called "The Founda-
tions of Leninism" in which he specifically disclaimed the theo-
ry of socialism in one country and specificelly asserted the in-

ternational need of a proletarian revolution. There was nothing

- surprising about this. Prior to the fall of 1924, no professing.
 Marxist had ever seriously questioned it. But in the following
‘edition of the same pamphlet Stalin asserted the exact contrary.’
It is from this theory of ‘socialism in one country (which becomes
‘support of capitelism in every other country) that the whole fat-
al line of Stalinism has flowed. But this theory itself did not

w ﬂ have its origin in a vacuunm, nor did it fall down from the skies

‘already made. It was an expression of the material interests

., of a growing bureaucracy in the Soviet Union. This.iS;fundamentf

al to remewber. From this fal se progrem, that is false from the"
interests of the working class, there flowed the increasing de-
generation of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the
Communist International. There flowed such decisive events as
the shooting of revolting Chinese peasants by so-called commun-
. ist ministers of the Kuomingtang government. -There followed the

terrible -events of 1923 -in Germany when a revolutionary situation

was completely missed. There followed the betrayal of the Brit-

- ish general strike aided and abstted by the Communist Party .&f

~Great Britain. There followed the ignoble cepitulation to Hitler
in 1933, which itself had followed the notorious thira period.

There followed Austria and France and Spain. In India the C.P.

. opposed the attempted Revolution, inm Italy they.support Badoglio

““and praise the King, - but why go on?  You can fill in the det-.
- ails yoursclves. t P s o o

. And what was going on in the Soviet Union? The Stalinist_bureau—'
 cracy is a ‘bureaucracy based on socialized ‘property relations,

- being a parasitic growth on the same. It therefore endeavored
.-to maintain itself between the germs of a rising new capitalist .
.class and a terrifisd working class. But since it is a parasitie

© .growth within a fraumework of a degenerated workers' state, its

_zig-zags steadily lead it to the right. The soviets as organiz-

ations have been liquidated in the Soviet Union. Marxist teaching-

and practice with regard to the state have been outlawed. Econ-
- omic. concession after economic cncession has been made to the

<, embryonic capitalist forges. - The position of the vast masses of

workers steadily worsened even before 1941. . Particularly was the
v condition of women worsened. - Every effort was made to reduce

(. Women again to the position of “shild bearing machines.

Angy the Stalinist bureauecrscy and the. imperisiigts blaek.f
g S D8 AL ate! -angd .the. juperdali; _

be used as open tools of world-wide counter-revolution?

You heve all seen the reflection of these international and
Russian events in the United States. . You have also seen how
this was accentuated and raised %o the nth degree by the war.

from 1918 to 1922, the just born Soviet Republic was able to def--
‘eat the entire capitalist world, by the appyication of revolut—

ionary Marxism. Yes, the Bolsheviks.took advantage of the anta=«

- gonisms within the capitalist ranks, but they always based them-

selves upon the solid fact that their struggle was a part of the’
proletarian revolutionary struggle throughout: the werid. The.

Stalinist bureaucracy, and:its Briowder stooges, have based theu~.

selves on the support of ‘one ‘or another branch of imperialism
against the international-'working. olass, inclusive of their own.
That is the mdin-lesson to be ‘learned. : Take, for instance the
present situation. . At the very:time when decaying capitaldsm

~ reached the stage of open war and "of qpen attack on the Soviet -

Union, what doés the Stalinist bureaucrapy do? It liquidates

what it has called the general staff. of the world revolution in =

times of peace, It liquidates the Third International. And now .
4t proposes to give up any’ pretensé to; being a Communist Party,
to liquidate programatically, and to some extént orgenizationally

into an amorphous popular front bourgeois party, kissing Rooge» ' .
velt¥s foot in the U.S:A. &s Stalin dic at Teharan. o p

It is nd acéident'thai'the nane bf‘your'party was‘changed‘shdrt~,7

ly after Teheran. Revolution is approaching in Europe ag well

as in-India. It is the purpose of the United Nation imperial- "

ists to stifle this and they want to make use of the Stalinist

mzchinery to aid them in this. .From the very beginning of the . .

war (Warsaw) up to now the imperialist war has called forth its

dialectical opposite, revolutionary struggle.  In the endeavor ,

to crush the gigantic revolutionary struggles that-are'apprpacha‘“"

ey

r-revolution, = Are you workers going to allow yourseir to

! you goihg to do, you hoping veterans of 1919, and you
‘workers who thought you were going into a real workers!

. party? -are you going to continue to stay with-th137'imperialis~1jﬁ
tic scab-herding outfit? are you just going to let your tails . 7

drop between your.legs and slink home? Or are you going to wakey';

heen perpetrated upon you, and join with us in the struggle for

‘a workers' world? Do not be misled by the argument) that we are -
& small group. We are, but we remember the old saying of Lenin:

"Have the will to build a revolutionary party and the masses will.

- come to you". The choice is yours. ' The seme choice thét is .

given in the case of every strike, of every demonstration, of

~every fight ageinst oppression.: If you now consciously want to -

 be on the side of the Roosevelts, Churchills, the Stalins, .the

- Chiang-Kai-Sheks,. then have the honesty to openly say ‘'so, and:
realize what you are doing. If, on the other hand,  you want to-

-up, rub your eyes, look around, find out the betrayals that havg'@’




fight the battle of the workers, the, oppreesed colon1al people,
the Negroes, thée Jews and other mlnorlty groups, then -you-should
and will find that your plece is with ug, the only group that
proposes not reliance upon the capltallst class or any section
“of 1t, not the formation of & third. capltallst party in the foru
of a labor party, but 1ndepenuent worklhv class action at:.gll
times for the establishment of a World Sov1et Repubrlc. The -
Stalinist bureaucracy may substitute all they want some nétion- - .
alist tripe for that great song of the’ WOrklng .class, M"The ,

- International”. We expect them to do that. - But we ahall carry
on- not onlythewwords but- the spirit of the concludlng lines

"It is the final conflict, let each stand in his place, the
Internatlonal Soviet shall be the human race" What about you?

1.

Fraternally,
‘Political Committes
-Revclutionary Workers Leﬁéue*U'S'Ar

g 'Affllluted to the Internatlonal Contact
- Comaission for &  now Communist (4th) Int 1.

- SUBSCRIBE TO THE FIGHTIV WORKER .
(Fopular Organ of. The Pevolutlon—
ary Vorkers League,’ U.S.)
- A N D.
TO THE INTERNATIONAL. NEWS
(Theoretical Organ of The Inter-
“national Contact Commls ion)

"$L.OO a year for bo@h this month, . .




