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Oae’ manlfestatlon of - the antagonlsms between Brltlsh and Amer—
“ican imperialism is the difference in attitude tovards Germany
-and Japan. As hag béen nrev1ou%ly pointed out Great
g'wouLo likle to see the reducticn to -irsiganificance cf~Germany,

o but . ie desirous of malnualnlng Japan with reduced. power; but -
©still an existing powsr ag a counterbslance to the Unined’ Statea_

. of smerica. The reverse is the case with regard to.the Uniteg#
Stutes of Aumerjca. American imperialism would like to0 s2& .the
,'legsenln ‘of the power ‘of Germwany but would still like ‘to mAain-’
.tain it as a counterbalance to British 'interestd oh the contiii~
. ‘enat.of suropei It aims at the .complete dedtruction of Japan and :

© ‘the reduction. of -Japan to colonial status. The llnesof pfopag~“-

Cooandas fol;ow the above polltlcal llne T y

'=fAmurlcaL 1unur1allsm over the radlo, through the press,_ln the

-’" ;pulp1ts,fand through every avenue appealing to the- eye-and’ ear,

- ‘repressnts. the Germans as brutal hunians but ‘the Japanese as: snb-"
huu¢n beests. It is hardly worth while wasting time with indiv-
: idwals who a~ cept this junk absolutely, EUt tWo more serious
Cwariggions this nain theAP do affect large sections of: thé o
v“‘Un¢ueQ utatob pona‘atloﬁ and’ eygn~the working class. One is. to’
“the ef‘ect tno Japan ig a united whole without. the preserce of:
*‘any-.clas surucb*e. The second is that in the present period: ofr
ngr the uananeee rorkers. and peasunts ‘have bcen so- permeated ..
o vith o oimp rerialist natiosalism in the form of devotion’ to the Emp~
’= °rur tuat theére. ig no po=310111ty of ' evolutlonary actlon. )
'ﬁgPuUCtlons are false, but in order to exposs their. fa151tyr1t
_,p%@ necosoary to quote rather exten51velv from some facts 1n h1s
L ory‘ . , : : "
'fﬁaﬂltaxlsm developed V@rv rapldlv in Japan, and on the basls of
aﬁaLge insustrial estab;lsnmants ‘superimposed’ upon a feudal peas—-
ant sub-structure.. This has caused not-only: the co—mlngllng of .
“bourgeois-ana dynactic elements in & purely capitelist form b
.1t has also: led to intense- class’ stru#gle within Japan« Imme'la
xxtc1y eubsequent tn the close of the first World Wer tremendous
ice. r;ots “took’ pLace all over Japan 1nvolv1ng hund"eds of th
drds of peawan s5ing-aguingt the feudal’ land ‘lords’ an
‘1 g:tue veLV’founaatlons'of Jananese .€conomic:and’ polntlc 1 ll
> that tiwé the peasantry has been drained 'in every .wa ‘
h‘have been’ yanked into the! arumy: and‘kbpt there - for
SEL lhu taw and 1nte"e°t baraen hac“lncreaaed. At the
% " dgricultural econony of -
orld economy hava infen31,1§dfthe contradictions
» o n : :
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1: bfuu; that the crushlng of the peasant revolts 1n 1919~20
-temporerlly discouraged further revolt, but none of the contra—f.
‘dictions have been solved ana the peasantry by their:.actions on
ithis oceesion gave¢ the lie to the trlple assumption that’ they .
ware.. sub—human, or 1noanable of cl ass struggle, or devoted to. the
Goasbmperor.

“Tne hlstory of the Japanese worklng clacs is: stlll more 1nStruc—?f’*”

tive in this. regard. Frow the verv: beglnnlng of capitalism, the
_;bOUfﬂeﬁlfle wae ¢ onfronted with its* opposite, thelproletarlat

'fana a: mllltﬁnt proletarlat.,lt is typical that before.the last -
World: War practically every variety .of so-called radloallsm.flour—'
ighed -in Tokyo. 4s far back as. 1905. there was the historical ges-
ture. of ‘Kataysma shaklnn hands with Plekhanov at a time-when o
‘their res “pective imperia 2lists were eng“ged in the. Russo—Japanese :
“War.‘Upon the foriation 'of the Coumunist International in 1919,

8 Japanese Comaunist party.caume into ex1stence and .attracted’ lar~r'ﬁ

“ge Support ‘Despite the horrible’ methods of Japanese 1mper1a11sm,‘r
: such as. strangling to.death Ogawa, his wife, and. son-in .prison
n" 1,03,,and similer methods on large scale against radlcals and
raae—unlonlsts, the Japanese working class continued to’ strugglra
On two occasicns the subway workers in Tokyo conducted militaht
8no succegsful.strike: in which they barrlcaded themselves in the "
subwav .'Mlnwng, textlle, ana evan munltlons strikes ‘have been -
nducteq by the Japanese workers .over & long perlod of years.. .
hen ‘the. great shipping strike occurred-in the past, Japanese
S&llOPanJOlan in and refusea ‘1o scab to the very end.

Not onTy ha ‘there been economic strupgle on the part of -the ,
Japanese workers .but political’ struggles that broke fhrough -the
confines: of the. DTOl°t‘P1dt and ‘reached "into all classes., Just a
"ew yoars/ago wiss Havashi and a group of wouwen artists about
ner were arrested Rer distr ibuting ‘the Red Flag magazine. Nine .
Judges of nigher courts we“e‘centenced for .communism. Six clerks.
~jarreﬁtca in the very stronghold. of finance capitulism, the
1bishi bank of Tokyo. fiven since the beginning of the war
&t China in 1931, there nave been demonstrations against .
ibrdcing aroups asg far to. the right as the WCTU. One of
QEL sensationyl cases wes. that of Jasuko, granddaughter of.
- Iwzkura, who wig-urrested ¢t the age.of 21 ‘for sollcltlng
rom: the nobllltv for a proletarlan revolution. She cut. her

thiroat wh11e in prlson but d1d not die. and had to serve,a pr;son

s)ntence

)_gtrme that the continued success of the Japanese armles, and
-'morefthe demorallzatlon of -the WOrklng class by stalinism,”
: _ a_temparary @ascendency of impeirialist: nationalism |
, tarian. 1ntPrnatlona11sm in the: ranks ©f . the. Japanese.
,class..But that?this. i's only temporary is: testlfled“to*
'1V1dual'revolut10nary acts, on the part_of the
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Japanesa WOrker ana peasant soldlers, Whlch have been part1cul—-
arly numerous in Chlna, but still iwmore by the fdct that -the. tre-
‘mendous victories of -Japanese imperialism have led to” llttle im»
provemeq+ in the condltlon of the masees. T SRR ",:J
uummlng up we may regara as. establlshed the fact that Japan is.
rent by internal class contradlctlons, and -that all: ‘the 1deol0gV
- of the God-Baperor has not served-to. prevent tremendous coll1—x_

'7e10n . The myth of. the Unlty 'of Japan, so sedulously fostered-

by swericun imperialism, is on & par with their myth” of Japanese,
belng suc—humans. The Aaerlcan worklng ‘class when it revolts! will,
find comrades and brothers “in the, -ranks of the Japanese workers

- and reasants..WOrkers should- nonder over the facts set forth. in-
“this. article and bring thew to the attention of as wide circles
“as possible: This work, ‘seemingly, one of mere propaganda and’ es—
tabllshment .of facts,. has becoie of the hlghest polltioal 1mr‘
portance at the pr esent.
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Tk COST CF LIVING. Instead of starting at a wage scals neces—
sary to provide. the necessities of life - estimated by the U.S.-
Lepartucent of Labor a few years ago. as $.5,500 for a family of
5, the venadian systew freezes wazee at PREVAILING starvation ®
rates. Thus the best the worker can get is to maintain the same

. --but no bettecr. - REaL wages. Nor can such a plan in any way
: Agaxn Lhe quﬂstlon of 1nflat10n takes on acute forms in Congres—’

'prowcnt in flaulon. It 1s & reforaist plan to give a few conces-
.sional debatc and awong the spokeswan for the different classes.. sions to the.wage earners in the war period, by n.t’ permlttlng
The rabid capitalist defenders and the ignorant liberals claim . wage cuts and to hold in check =as much ag pos31ble the cless
we are threatened with wila 1nflat10n if the thtle Steel form- - ' cfruggl . so0 the renl . war cims of the lmperlﬁllctﬁ can proceed.
ula is not maintained -- ana if the Ropsevelt 'subsidy plan does - . T Ahumpﬁrca wnlle c;v1l peace relcn : : :
' - not -go through. Increasstc inflation 1s here -- t0 be sure, but
‘?,not for these Talce reasons. Capitalist econowmy and especially
© 1te war econody c&nnot prevent . inflation. They can only slow

‘[ﬁﬁownlthe tb?ﬁo and try to prevent. ~sharp turns frou tipping the . - There is nothing wrong of course for the trade unions to prop-

; . L g -!.” - ose a slidirg scale with the - startlng point of the minimmm wage
. »." o e . % 7 based uypon ‘the actual cost of living (as opposed to the. present
A ~ THRzE POINTS OF VIEW - o .+ & . low STANDARDS of living). But this tactical proposal-has value -
' = B for the class CNL¥.when it proceéds within the FRAMEWORK of a-
.lLIllO).‘lP‘ the explCJlt(.,I‘S and. thelr agents there 8.I‘e three dlfferent ; . Clasc StI‘hD‘E‘le po_‘_lc}r a. Stru(;gle Cit the po:Lnt of produo‘tlon, _'
p051t10ne on- inflation. The right wing tendency proposes to hqld o 'ana is based on a struggle for higher REAL wages. This ig part
_wages down as long as po=51ble and to -keep open -the gates for ‘& of the FOURTH pos1t10n, the sarxian p031t10n.
price and profit boosts. Whenever the workers make a gain, after - - - ‘
ehhaustlnb every trick the governwent machinery places before ‘B ' To plvb up the right to trlke, the rlght t0 demand hlgher wages
~-thew, the =xploiters just open the throttles on prices and prof- W an@ batter conditions during the wer for a sliding scale of wages
f;lts ana Hore than makp uo. for labor $'gain, : y

and prices is to zive up the CLASS: QTRU(:GL POLICY and become
- the tail of tbe refo;mlst dctlons._ :

THE OLé s STRUGGLE :_“; o _'<)

Next there ig tho Roo Pvel* gos1t10n of “controlled" 1nflat10n,
? the. m.alntenancp of the. "thtle Steel" foramule on wages at all I N . S WAGES'AND INFLATION"
. .costs, and subsidies to the sections of" thes exploiters where the "~ | : S o :
‘Qensg against uncoutrolled infléation break aown. This- posltlon : B It must be wcae cléar that nage increases are not the cause Qf .
has tlie support oi tas deﬁllty’Of the YTabor- fakefs..and tne Stal—' B : '1nflablon anr ‘do théy increuase 1nf¢atlonarv trends.- Wage 1ncreas~ B
1n1sts. R . . BN T g Q“niy take a”ay sowe of the posegs!' prollts. . '
- Above &ll, this lemUla is cleverly d@SiZnQ@_tQ direct the class ' J Nor is it a question of t00 Luch uoney in ithe hands of ‘the work— L
struggle of the wesg2s against inflation and miserable war condi= M. i) class tuat is. causing. 1nilat*on. This is arother lie of the .
-tions into safe,dnd sang chennsle of "steuggles? at-the point of cxr101ters. y
consuption —— price contiol}” thers sby dissipating class energies. , - .
8t ‘the POlnt of PYOduCthﬂ, strikes, etc. . S  ‘ ; ~ The pr sent war inflation in the United States is due to the war
Sl : . o SR E economy of (l) rizduced gold content of the dollar, that is, the .
TFL SOCIAL REFORMIST o o - ._; ~§ - whole currency policy of the governmeht, (2) the tremendous gov—r'
i s ernment borrowins for war needs that has increased credits and -
JA;d thirdt there is @ saall left Wlnc middle class and reformlst - & the expansion of intérnal. currency to stagg gering proportions, :
;%op$oik1§ut€£025iu2?gin:li1§23b%§ Zgicgaitafgiszgﬁu 23?2 pgﬁggses . (3) the withdrawal of consumers goods frow the market and: lts use.
1 ( & c . - : o
: o & ror war d=struction, (4 Y -
100 is a ‘system of foontrolled inflation". A "wage-cost of living® "~} - onomv and world ugvisgog gloiiggsréag‘%gdwéi)ng;géooatlon of e
11nd9y 1ls obtained and a sliding scale of prices and wages main-"- - . f ; JRR
 §?;2e%é gflggécgs godup ii lnta Cefﬁaln PerlOd then wages_mpst N | There is & torld of. dllference between the two- statements "It is
0 a ceoruingly, etc. S Co ' -~ ..  too much money." "It iz too few consumers commodities." Too
: O | Y much 1l ‘
'hls proposea Qllaln{ scdle of wacps and prlces as a speolal war o SR oney means that the people hgve the nccessitiessof.life
meﬂsure doe= not mahe as 1ts STARTING POINT FOR THE MINIMUM WACE =iy : - . '




'TAIf thls is so then whv is - 1t not carried out? .
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, fan@ have extra money o squander But even government facts prove
:;that tho majority of the workers of -the nation do not EVEN' HAVE_

< A WAGS .WHICH BEQUALS TEL COST OF LIVING. If the masses do not':
*have the neces51t1e= oi life there cannot be too much monay.

NOT ENOUGH COMMODITIEQ?

i*Tne pet argunent usea by‘tho 1mper1allsts and thelr 3001allst-
‘-stallnltt and’ trace union.agents is the argiment that the war
‘neéds ‘against the axis is . -taking all of our commodities, and
'tnezefore, there . is not enough left, t0 supply consumers' gémands.
For sake of argument . (and only for -sake of argument) let us say
“that we.uust first. supply. the army and the lend-lease needs of:

soour alliesi. Does.that’ ~leave enough: consumers_commodlt1es“tohgoﬁwumh:

'_around and ‘tale ﬂare of the necess1t1es of the masses and the
1money +he people nave to-spend?

Yns, economlc facfs will. prove th1 There is sufflclent raw -
materlal factorics and ‘man power to supply consumers needs too.
~We grant’that certain products could not be had on this basis

ana substitutes: woulu have to. be used. But there is enough sub-

Coa

stitutes suitable for consumers needs that can be had. Even tech—'”

nocrats, who are. aefenders of capltallsm will admit thls argument.

Above all it: 1svf
~not re allzed nor even di'eamed of because the capltallst systemw, -

although having org_nlzed production w1th1n the individual work-

'h:shop has anarchv of production as.-a whole. It .is the ORGANIZATION;S

of -the reaw material, factories and mah power that is lacking. It -
o is the organization for usé instead of for profit that is lack=.
v;~1ng, War or no war, v1ctory or no v1otory, TZ’RC“?ITC‘ COMA FIRST

hpAnothor point’of no mall 1mportance 1s the meerialist needs'of\f
- money to pay for: their var. Withdraw consumurs’ geods, "creai e"
f-jtoo wuch wohey~(?) and sell Lefsuse. (War) Bonds to the Working .

ass, anu iiddle class. Withdrewal 'of coasumers comadditizs from
=ths market ic caused in part at least by the conscious desire of
jthe governuent to lower the standard of living and to ‘siphon off
“in taxes and bondv the "surplus" funds for - war.‘

INFLA ION BUNK IS WO?KLR‘S mRAP

‘It is not thoso Who are asklng for hlgher wages, 1t is notthose
jwho want to smash the Little Steel” formula that are.causing -
‘inflation. Laws and measures-agalnst war ‘inflation aré about as
effective as laws and measures against the trusts and- monopolles.,

» effectlve asg

i

treatlos are- agalnst 1mper1a11°t wars.

K]

~why.do prices go up at all?
. %ion or consumption of commod1t1 es, "nor even excluslvelv in the-
-~ "market". The basic problei lies in thé .cocial waste of war,.

'1nflat;on to the whole 'working clas

R
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MINOR PALLIATIVES

Nelther sub5101es not the wage-price relatlon Shlp in Canada

carn avert the inevitable crises of capitalism. The. evil lies .

-imch deeper - in the. contradictions of the syctem, in the produc— .
tlve .process and 5001al structure.

if prices and wages are correlatad
The .answer lises not-in, the- dlstrlbu—

one mlght asgk the questlon,

in the expansion of currency and credit, and in the well: planned
steps by the bourge01sle to lower- the standards of living. In &
word, inflation results from an "economy of scarcity". Capitalism-
.can not produce. any plentltude --except. for destruction. The d1s-‘

~location of econouy, rising. costs, .rising subsidies, rising.taxes,
thiz cycle makes for contlnued in-:

and thus again 1=ing costs -
flation. And ‘the wage-price control.can not.halt this trend; it .
only attempts to introduce’a little oraer into the 1nflat10nary\
“trend. The original evil which gave birth to the whole process
‘is overproduction, and the cons quent political manouvers and.

wers to "correct! the Qlfflcultle” of’ the bourge01sie through
conquest. : .

i

ROOSelet'S sub51dies, too, deal only W1th the surface problem.

- It attempts t0. elimwinate sowe of -the evils which cause inflaticn.

It-attenpts to cortrol profiteering, for 1nstance instead of -
bermlttlng it to. run w1ld It attempts to spread the effects of.
in an orderly way, taxes,
ﬁorced sevings, etc. rather than permlt it to.get . out of control.
Subsidies can only keep prices aown for & short perlod Sub51d1es,{
st 1nsv1tably result in higher -taxses. ngher taxes incréése
"the costs of ALL branches of ;naustry, and particularly lower
. the standards of. 11v1ng of the working class. The result is that.
more cubsldlec are nesded in otne; - marglnal % braheches of 1nd—-
ustry; . more subsiaies mean more texes, more control, and inev--
itably again & fiasco as in Germany in 1923. The direct cauge of
the present inflaticnaiy trund is .tihe’ hundnedc of billions: of :
doliars of wusteful war proauection.No minor palliative  like sub~- -
sidies cun eliminate the cause of .inflution. The whole muatter

‘must be trzced back to the basic question of overprdduction. And ;

for that the only sqlution is-.the Sociil Revolutlon and - estubllsh-
ment of d WOrker oounc1l Republlc b“sed on productlon for use.__

It is not. ths worksrs who ‘are tlpnlng the boat 1n the struggle

h__abalnst fa=01sm bf thov ask for mor'e wages.

The only real effectlv ay to flght fas01sm abroad is. to st rt

- fighting capitalism at home. To surrender to ‘capitalism at hole

through no strlke pledges,_llttle steel formulas, c1vil peac
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ra‘1031né; aﬁa soclal patflctlsm i to faks 1mpo cible éﬁgcffectf
ive fight against fasciguw. Bourgeois.dewocracy paved thesway for
,fascism, and bourgeois democracy cannot defeat fascisms- The de-

feat ol the Axis,does not gqual- the defeat of fascism. -Inflation

is & purt of this whole prOFCSS'aHG only on the basis of ‘the
clags struzzle can an effectlve ht against. 1nf1atlon be car-
' 1ca out. :

dov. 23, 194
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THE £AST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE OF NaTIONALISM

',blke every nhenOwbnon in naturc or socxet natlonallsm to e
' cowprehended, wmust be consiaered alalectlcally. That means ‘in -

relation to its pressint environment, and also histarically, with
relation tn its past_and its future; Nor is this merély of theor—;_~
¢tical importance. 1ln France, in Norway, in Inaia, in China, the
uestion of nationalisw has arlsen ‘ana has daused endless con-

fusion in all gajyps except that of the ICC. Outstanding in con-
fusion are both groups of the american Trotzkyites. The maturing
revolutions in surope and asia particularly make this a very
practigel question on.the orauer of the day. Confusion on this _
question has led the Trotzkyites to support. of De Gaulle, Nehru,

- and Cnlanvwkal—chek 1. Ahd none of us can forget the shiver of
‘horror that swept the world of class—conscious proletarians when

Leon Trotzky himself objectively gave theoretical aid to. the

retty-bourzeois apostles-of Ukrainian natlonallsm gust a short
time befor, his mnraﬁr. : :

hat was. tue nlgtorlc genes1s of natlonallsm ? In all. instances
nationelism is ovorn of the need of the rising merchant class to
overcome feudal separatism in theinterests of the expanding

merkst.. This is as true of early India as of Italy and Germany'

before 1870. Based unon a ocvcloplng and hlghor mode of produc--
tion #@nd exchange, nationaligm was at that tiwe historically
progreesive. The gatucrlnr up of the isolated feudal baronies

into a bourgeois nation represeénted social progrees. In the fight
for'a united.natlon against feudal and semi-feudal obstacles. the
bourgeoisie, (first the merchan® capitalists, and later-the ind-
ustrial bourgeoisie,) descrved and had the aid of the proletariat.:

Nay wore, it was tne pressure of the proletariat that compelled

the bour5901c1e, generslly 1nw1lllngly, to fight for the nation- .
alist sloguns. mven in the earliest stages of the siarxist nove-
went tberc was a differentiation between the pourgeois nation-

‘alists and the wmarxiste. Nor uid warx and kngels . support netion- .

alist ffortc_uncLl' ically. siuch less aid they support all nate’

“ionalist striviags. In tth connection one should reread Engels' -

YRevolution and Counter Revolution in Geriuany" and .arx' "The

‘mastern. Question".  already. capitalism was entering upon the.end

of \its heyaay, and the ecohomic bases of nationalism were yield—
ing in importance to the eccnoiic bases of internationalism. S
Just ‘as the natural economy of feudalism gave way to the national
econowy of capitalism, so elready the national econowy of caplt-

,.alism began raplaly to glve way to the world market.

P
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NATIONALISM IN THE COLONIES

"The fallure to see this is- the basic theoret.c vice .of the Trot—
skyites. If India could be abstracted from vi.¢. imperialist set-
ting of the whole world nationalism in the classic sense could

. be on the ordéer of the day. But what is India ? A possession of
the imperialist giant, Great Britain. This negates the whole

iine of. Trotzkyisf. For, heving entered into the orbit of world
imperialisw, the basic task for India becowes its entrance into ‘
the struggle for socialism against capitalism. And ‘this also in-
ev1tably means that the Gandhis, the Nehrus, the Boses can play
no other role than that which they are ‘playing, the tools 'of one-

of another imperialist power, Britain,.the USA, Japan. It is true

f;that the proletariat, in its social revolutlon, ite proletarian
ucvolutlon, will have to solve, in passing, the problems of the.
- bourgeois or, national revolution; -but that is. true, even :though

on a lesser scale of such highly developed imperialist countries

"as England &nd the USA, where no one has dared to-Epeak of 1nde—,
pendent nationalist . tasks. : . :

' Or let us take China. Here the Cdnnon TrotZkyltes advocate sup-

© port ("with:criticisuw") to Chiang-Kai-Shek in the midst of an

imperialist war. Let this be pondered on by all ‘who assert that

it is @ slander of the 1CC that Trotzkyites would ever support

- the 1mperlallstg in an 1mper1allst war. The line of John G.

. %Wright in his polemics against Hugo. Ochler reveals that it is °

" no longer a question of the;future. Objectively the Cannon .

Trot kvltcs are alresady supporting the anglo-American imperial-
sts. Let no one exclaiw against our "uncomradly, libeluous, etc.

etc.“ methods of polemic. It is not a question of the subjective

. wishes of these people. We are prepared to concede that 'subject-

“ively they want proletarian revolution with capital letters and

headline type. But objectively they are supporting ("with critic-

- ism") the subordinated army of one group of bourgeoisie against

another. Centrism again reveals its 1nev1table role of lackey

to the lackies of the bourr001elc

T But the'TrotzkyitBs 2o still further, In dealing with these _
" people on is reminded of the "Divinia Commedia" of Dante ("Infer-
no"). In the epparently lowest depths of their theoretical Hell
- ohe always.finds a lower depth. When it comes to furope one’
conlda haraly expect:to find that anyone exposed to, let alone
~acquainted with, . the~ABC of iarxism, would. dare to theoretiecally
. suggest that in such countries as. France and Norway there could
~be any. question other than that. of socialism versus capatallsm.
~But; No't The Cannon Trotzkyites are falling into the trap of
~Dg: Guulllbm (of course "with criticism") ana the Schachtmann
“Trotzkyltes are debating it. It is really.sad that, having at-
"tacked Roocrt m1nor for his alstcrtlon of Lenin on the national
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'omlc bc31s and the 1mportant social remnants.'c

. :
'Tne vdulonﬁl Queutlon and- lT& prOulemS can be- solved only AFTER
the Proletarian Revolution 2nd - only . on the basis of INTERNATION-

'DLLbllOL of thess

C ot remsin forewviy,
then, With tie Vchorv of socialicm on &’ WO”lQ scale . these differ~

'Pagé*iT1if

qHGSu1on with relation to such countries as France a short o
while d”O, thie Caunon Trotzkvites now come into his national -+ -

fuouse throaon the baCK aoor.

NATICNALI%M TuDAY TS RﬁACTIONARY

__But all this ie d.na+ e, - What‘is the pos;tive.ﬂ&:xiSt?attiiude*’
© toward the netionsl gqussticn todav? It iz not aad can’'not be the:

linc of ths wltra-left, the 1o nc theat was advocated: bj Bukharin.

‘_ana.RadCR in the ‘est wer. It ie a ruCORﬂ]LLUﬁ of the fact that
Cthe Rey te this is tas 1nacncndcn actlnn 0of the work¢ng class .
- ano. | uhc ctrunglb of uommnnlsm againest apw,unlsm In, Indla and -

it France oue includss in the prograu ¢f. the’ working é? ags; the ;
izht of gat i*c>tc:m1nctlon, but one does not necessarily advoc=":

abe stave lQuPPGﬂthCu, and under nc circumstances does on sup-

port e¢ith.r she program or the organizution of Jdmperialist elemrv

" ents suclh ;p’be G»ullv or uhldﬂ%“hul*uﬂeko The Marxist formula .

that the w .crc ol the oppressing nation stiregs the rlght of .
self deteruinution und the workers of the oppressed nation stress
¥evolutionary vailvy, rew.ing trueg. Within this formula the ad—,ﬁs
vocacy or. othwerwice of Iidepenasnce becomes a tactical question,.

verying with circuustance .. wiore and nore. the’ 1mporbance of two :*

islcgcnc "The: Cocialist Soviet Federation of Europe -and "The . .
©Bocialist Soviet | cderatlon of 'asia" becomes palpable. These are.
,nct ‘tlogans for Long historical peJlOdS, they are fast becoming

shting slogens of the moment.  They take into acccunt the econ~"

..v, !\

ALISH - that is the point.~To support nationalist movewments .oda:

.is to turn tlie: wheels or history backwards -hatlonallet problems

(land,. suffrage, etc.).do o sxist, thej 42 true. Bu%t e nationalist

}rob¢0m¢ ig. no Lonvﬁr hlstoric ]Ly p0581ble.nf

And thuc,nav1n5 ccvercd very cketchlly the past and present of‘ :
nutlona¢1°m, we cowe to its future -National dlffcrences will"

but we of this tlnc sha’l not see ‘the end of

ences will wither eaway aloni with the state. -Time": was, not so lon

v}ﬁago, historically, when no one. regardead hlmself as-a Frenchma,
oor.a Geru&n, tut ns Jean's "man" or. Johann's "man".\The develop

nent of capitalisiu knocked that out and crought about the very.
strong feeling of nationalisy. Now the aevelopment of- the world
warket has re Sndered the concept of ndtionalism’ hlstorlcally»o

isoletc. But one c&n not destermine crtr'at‘c,eén.c ehd tactical qujétlons

“in the midst of & struggle for power from’ thqu1ewp01
) ﬂral h1 tc“y solely or. mdlan. Time will . unaoubte[ y b
“;jOne w1ll nct 00n%1d€; oncself as: “Russlan" or Wuefma’"
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but as & meuber of the huinan race, an iphabltent of. fo: wji;?is :
. -To trancplant ourselves now to thai time, &S do. ,ne aq,r§ Sl ,
is to conceive of siosés, gazing upon the land. cf Cena Al é

. Mount Pisgah &s havingz already phv51cally enterea thatd an {o

Y alas for tho ultfa-lefts, soses never did enter, accor 12ga %¢
 the. mythologv. Nor shall we, But we can already see. it. ln oy

. ‘heartens us. and we can point out the’ way, ano fortunqge,y 2 :
-workers of the Stalinists and . centrists who, in thess aysto the
- the final conflict, speak to the. t0111ng masses of reiurg s? hod.
'outworn fleshpots of nationalism,. fleshpots without fles g
for by prophets w1thout vision.:

 ﬁ;Augus¢ L943- e

- : | A e ‘T"’T. El.R:
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(GOnrade goulc ‘Basky vas one of the flrst Left Opo051tlonlsts in-
the United : states. Before Trotsky had yet publicized his views
agalnst Stalinis.i in any country outside the u.5.C.R. Basky c?me
10 siailar views rnaependentlv. Courade Basky was also one o

- the' lesuers in the fight agelinst Trotskyisw when it became a
centrlst tenaency follOW1nv Eitlerte v1ctory.¢ nis: knowleage of

" the ' Hungarian Revolution at .first hand irakse the follOW1no letter

‘an interesting Gocu.szat .on the higtory of Revolutlon in our tlmes.’

Comrdae uasky QleQ‘QOmn throe of four years ago o)

Dear Comrade Okan.

.lmy ansvers to your quoetlons.

"L The Punvarlan v1ets can be regaraed as the ulctatorshlp off
2 the Proletirlat o E . .

»vReasons:f a. Ali;power wss lodged in the‘oov1etsu_»

D Lie?oov1ete were elected by the- workers,_peasants e{‘

eand the solo1~r°.+he gauie vway:as in Soviet Russia.

: AT TIhs bourg60151o was aeprivea of the ownershlp of
'*the ueuns, of proauction (and of political rights.)-.

i%flﬂClpLeS as ‘the Bolehev1K pdrtv of Soviet Ru051a.

P

2 The,cﬁuses

‘d&: The workers had one party which stood for the same“ s
IR ;J,that of tne Kereneky government.._

xof aefeat 01ven in the order of thelr 1mpogt%n99§j'

-j,IW “RNKT"CAAL Ngws N 'Page’l%

\

. Laﬂk of revolutionary experwences, trannlng and tradl—-
tions. - {The fungarian Comumunist Party was organizea, s» to
‘speak, oveznlgnt, Jeither the leedership, nor the membership. were.
tésted and. ‘selectsed on the tasis. of or tbroagh a sufflcrently

' lonr p=r10a 01 rovolutlon ry a0u171+y

b. Dve to thz lack of revolutlozarv experienoe .and a. real

‘unaerstanalnb of- revolutronary marxigam, the Combu.; 1=t Party made'

some fatal mistakes. The most™ 1mportanq onee -were:  Firse,. organ—

"1c unisy with the uOCldTlso yartyy whose leaders offered unity,.
in order. to’'regain the. conflaenoo of. the workers, to.get into.

XCY pos 1tloqs for the purpose cf .sabotaging and undermining . ‘the. .
sovietsy o ‘second. alienation .of the poor peasants, by *dlllng t0o .

v_outlsfy thelr hunger for land; * the big estates were turned at-d.

‘once into ‘est 1b113hmenus under direct management by the State;
coneeqaently the poor peasants felt that they were.left out in

the d¢olda;. third, eccaphance, under pressure from the socials
s_democrat;d siae of the Munited® .party, of (the offer of Clemen» ,
~ceau;- he offered to Lift the: blockade .of Soviet Hungary and per—<
'dltr~Hlpm€nt of food -and:rother ‘materials, provided, that the

ungarlah Boviet OVernmort stopped the vic torious offensive of

'uhb Red Aruy egainst Czechoslovakia; &t that time the army- of .
thes ‘Cze choslo'”klan goverraeat was vutterl~ demoral izeq, Jarge
- numbers of troops were joining the Hungerian Red Army in order

1"

to ovaorthrow the Czechoslovi aklan bourgeoigie,  the . stoppage of -

" the’ offengive saved the. Czechoslovakian bourge01°1e and .gave suf-

;f101'nt ti..e to reorganize and rearm the Rumanlan Army for an of~
fenelve u?dlh°t the- Hunrquan Sov1ets.

lh° aefeat of the Russ1an Ped Army, forclng 1t to retreat

';alter 1t almost reaohed ‘the border of Soviet Hungary., - R

U Ihe sLalTness of the, te"rltory of SQV1et Hungary.’

5. The phases. of the Levolutlon. ,,_' ! "{

_ A after the ccll*pe of the lront and the complete demoral—“
ization and disintegration.of the armies:of the monarchy3 the

Livngarién bourz.oiziz together with the Socialist Party, pro=
- -clainmed the aetrroncg ul of ‘the H&pcburg dyndsoy, the: 1ndepena~
‘encé of hunwary, a repnblican forw of government under the‘Natlon-
al" Coun01l
“the 1 Vatlonql CGounclil .and . uiichael Baroryl (at- that time polltlcal
Clyof the Kerensky tyne) as Pre51dent cf the Republlc and W1th a
~Goverament cdomnosed of- bourge01 ‘liberals and Soclallet Party

with John Hoek- (a. liberal . pricst) as chairman of’

leaoers. ‘The role of this Goverament can roughly be comparea to

i
; S
K .

b.~°ract1cally at the same tlme sov1 Ls were organized;‘y

'ngorkers -and:-sdldiers but not 4s -a-dual. power-

was‘organized bv Bela Kun-(who wag'. in R
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- and at. the outbreak of the Russ1an revolutlon Jjoined. the Bolshe—
©viks. - In Hungary before the war. he -was a petty office holder In
» .. soue s001al welfare institution conmrolled by the 001allst Par—
T ty) the impotence of the Karolyl Government 'to accompllsh
S xanythlng for the workers became more and izore obvious,- the COMr
munist’ Party began to grow by leape and boands, o) the soviets
‘in wihich the Communist Party gained-an ever increasing’ 1nfluence
' Gemanding all power to the sov1et§ At ‘the insistence of the .
.7 Boclalist Party leadsrs, the Communlst Party was declared: 1lleg—
-ral, its-leaders were arrested, uhPOWH into jail and ‘brutally
beaten. Snortly after this the peage— terms of the Allies: were -~
‘given to the Karolyi Governuent. The teras ‘being imposslble of
acceptance, Karolyl - in sheer desperatlon ‘decided 'to turn the .
. Governmeag - over to the Communists. Bela Xun was released after
o accepting. the offer from the 5001alist Party leadership for org~-
. anic unity- of the Communist and Séclallst Partles on the bas1s of
-the p}atform ‘of the Communist . : arty -

‘ iCe Tho Soviet Government was’ organlzea by the unlted party
~on- the. basis of the soviets already in existence. An offens;ve
‘wes . started-against it by Caechoslovakia with the above m tloned
-resulty It :.took the Allies about, three months to rearm,-f_

ize and reinforce the Rwmanian army for an offensive by Wwhich . the

, Soviet Government 'of Hungary was ov rthrown &fter belng 1n ex1s—
'@,tence fo& about four months. o

v

: d. Unaer ‘the p‘otectlon of- the Rumanlan overnment Hungar— R
!ylan whlte guaras were organized by’Admlra¢ Horthy on the Ruman-wi'
.ian‘side ofthe boraer. The«e ﬂuarde came intp EKungary with" the_,
-Fumanlan ATy, When the Rumanlan ATuy was near Budepest and. the °
led Army was completely crushed,” uhe Soviet Government res1gned £
v,,and several :short lived Gbvernments were organized by the: 5001a1-.~
7 ists who hopea to come to an agreement with Rumsnia, but Horthy

. was favored by the Rumanian. Army and he was installed under the wf”.
."pvotectlnn of the Rumanian Armv.

'T4¢ Hlstorlcal L&SSOHS"

v
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g Mutlnne“v pa;ty can . be organraed.ln thp rerred of“

fUtlﬂthV beEAl b]uh, but Llack Of revolutiﬁnary tralnwng, ex—
2 1uﬂ +cate €2 83 rlou\'hanalcap o A

o b 8001al reformers under preésure may be w1111ng§towchan—
‘g6 their «1absl. Don' t- belleve themqueep the revolutlonany partyf?f‘

clear of them.

not fall to win the pe:
2:h f=they ‘gain- nothing: fo
€. proletax anxgiOLﬂtiQni“

.as an ally Qf
Himmed1ate bene



