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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

FROTSKYIM N THE PER.GD OF WARS AND REVO! UTIONS

L,,f“f .l - rGENERAL ASPEGTS |
The ALlled 1mper1allsts Justlfy thelr ‘war to. the nasses with the
lie that this is a,war.of Democracy (bourneolsademocracy) agalnst
tne 1naeecr1bable terrors of FaSclsm. ' : :
ThlS 11e - the dlctortlon of the fundamental character of the
War - would not in itself, however, suffice.to deliver before .
- the altar of Iuperialisu. the sacrificigl body of the Allied. prol-
etariat. Before thé lie can take root, ‘before it seeps irnto the
. warrow of the confused working masses and deadens its desire to
fight the war -~ before all that it is first necessary thet the
Lle be repeatea by the.treacherous social-patriots. In the .. .
woutas of Roosevelt.and Churchlll tiie. Lie of bourgeols Demoor&cyf
is'still-born, sterile. Only #when the Social Patriotic O Neals;:
Browaers, Bevins, sorrisons, Thomaces and the pro—war labor fak=
érs, begin to parrot the slogans ‘of Imperidlism, does this Lie-
~sttain any mesahing. It neeus no illustration to -prove that Wlth—
.out the- 1nValuablo service. of thé social-putriots and bourgeois
rvaJml ts the Second Imp=r1 list War woula hdve been 1mp0°51blo

- He who .ghouts today for the oreservatlon, in: any form, of Bour—w
-geois: Lemocracy as the lesser evil to Fascism, is merely grea81ng
the road for the Fascist advance. The war is.a war. to preserve -
Capitalisi IN ANY FORi - POSSIBLs., But if the soclal—patrlotq 8till
nourish illusions about ths possibility .of preserving our ‘decad=:
ent system in its "democratic" foru, it is absolutely certain
that the infinitely more’oractlcal and hard-heeded Jbourgeoisie..
has long ago decided that the "preservation of: oapltallsm in- any-
possible form" means only the preservatlon of the system in. an
_open Gictatorial form : Fascist or.military- dictatorship. The.
, .oooldl Patriots may have some 1llu51on=;’ the. bourgeOISle know
- moet oertalnlv that thelr aemoaogy is a lle. .

The shatement then that bourge01a democracy ig preferable to
“Fascisw is ths tliin thread upon which hangs: the whole 1deologica
Jjustification of ‘the Second Imperialist War. The platform

i"re storing" Bourgeois. LU=mocracy, is the. confoundlngllllu51on'wh

i's supposed to. keep the MAs ee wclaoo to the 1mper1allstu‘tru
ture.}.*~ . ' :

.Ihereln 1ies. the 81gn1f1oance.of Lr'
nage. The experlencss of "the masse:
from one 111u51on after another.'
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.'eensthroughfthe mlrage of - llberallsm ‘and 3001al—patr10tism and
‘are:striving for &~ Revolutionary solution. Precisely at. this g
fJuncture, howevet, there stands the impessioned obstacle Trot—}
“skyism. Spouting forth Revolutlonary cliches by the- thousande,_
it nevertheless sug6ests as.a line. of actlon, in one form or
;another, the restoration, propping up, and .support.of Bourgeois:
“Democracys ‘Thus it repeats the role of the phrase-mongering’ cen—x
- %rists of the flrst World: War, who likewise shouted for many
‘Revolutidnary’ abstractions but 1nvar1ably filled it with the.
?_icontent ‘of nreferrlnc Bourg601s Lemocracy as the lesser ev1l. :

 @QNo one hore, of oourse,>1s trylng to create an amalgam between
“the two Trotskylat groups in Auerica and elsewhere. We intend te

- "deal with them separately, but..the basic tenets of Trotskyism .
. are really ¢ OIIon. to both deeplte soime. 1mportant alfferences.

'Q.Beneath an extenlor of revolutlonary woras, lrotskylsm stlll
spreads wany ana confideruble illusions concerning: bourgeois aem-

. ~.ocracy. Very likely in the next period it will have a substantlal‘f}?

. -growth, but the growth will reprecent merely a transition on the
‘pdrt of the masses away from the morass of. social patrlotlsm, -in
;;whicn Trotskyism will be & temporary.catch-all. Iaeologlcally, ,
“however, thle tenaency represents an obstacle to marxian science
©ang action. It is & prop to the bourge01s illusions fostered dur—_
_ing the-imperialist war. In the claseical definition of centrism

"‘;by Lenln 1t is revolutlondry in words, rcformlSt in deagi'

THL SCHACHTMAN IROTSKYITES

vhhThe ueptemoer issue of thé dbhachtman theoretlcal organ, New
“.:Internatlonal has' a lono article by Schachtman himself, with -
_-%he imposing title, "The guropean Revolution Has Begun, Problems,
. '9of the Italian Rewolution." if the murdpean revolution has begun,

"’ one would think that the ma1n, immediate problew. of the Italian

. working class would be the seizure of power. A revolution dmplies:
.the aove~talling of 1mmedlate and ultisate demands and the im- -
_possibility of a solution for imumsdiate probleums Without Revolu-'
“tion.s But bhie ‘phews of Schachtuén's article is quite different.

P »ﬁg‘around the one po;nt 3 an 1mmed1ate
bstrugnle for the rlﬁht to vote l.*.

The masces, says SChaoutman, "want an end to Fasclsm and an ende
to.war... . (but) these dewands gspecially the first, cannot:be .
Lreallzed without elections Whlch ‘pre-sippose the right to vote

of ‘which the¢ masses were deprived by Fascisu. W1thout the simp
dewocratic right tne people may exhaust theuselves in the routir

)  deCl1 ing demonstratlons 1ncteaa of developlng thelr movemen

LB
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3;This ie,certalnly very intereetlng & wlthout the rlgh :
"~ the proletariat in Italy will not be able to struggle agalnst
Fasclsm. Its attempts are doomed 1

.\‘

'.The whole dynamlcs of proletarlan revolutlon is here turned up—
- gide down. Nowhere in the world have all the probiems of ‘the .
L bourgepls revolutions been.gettled. In every country'many oarryh

“over demwands. still remain. And in some nations, as & result of

the decay of capitaliem; it is now necessary all over: -again to

. fight for soume of the demands which were won during the bourgeois:

revolution but which. Fa501sm, in &n historical regr6351on, has
eliminated. But does’ that wean, that aewands for this or that

right-shoulc be the center of gravity of the proletarlan revolﬁ4

tion'? The ltalian proletariat has sufferecd -long- under. the tyran
ny of the museolini dictatorship. Under it, it -has been deprived

" not only of the riziat to vote but of even more important rights

the right.to strike, for instance, the right to organize; the .
right to picket, etc.. nt the present moisent of revolutlonary up.
gurge, sh=ll the revolutionary sarxiste: concentrrte their ener-
gies.on regelnlnc those rlghts without which'a struggle in the.
streets ana. at the point: of proauctlon is impossible (etrlke,r

?.plcket etc. ) or shall they in the manner of Schachtman concen=.

trate ‘on those rlghtc (to vote) 1n the purely aux1liarz fleld of
phrllnmenturlsm ? o _ _ _ ‘

The rlght 1o vote 1e ‘a solvtion of no.. problem anywhere ‘on earth.,
‘It .was one .of the demands during the bourgeois revolution, Since’
then the warxists have. utilizea the .right 16 vote as secondary.
t0 the main tasks of strike,. demonetrationa,.,etc., ‘at the;point:
of proGuction. The gaining of forces and strength in the bour—*'
geois parliamentd through the ballot box has been” conceived . a

- negatlve work only 1o aisrupt. the oourguome parllaments.,mar

stané in. the pa rllamentary pulpits-ana denounce the. bourgeois '

_anu antl—worklng clage character of this -august: body and its. ac—

‘tivity. By .itself, the right to vote is meeningless, . just. as

- oruisiy and pat Lramentary cretlnlcm can. accompllsh ‘nothing for ,h.
- working -clase. The ballot gains. force and Bignificance:- only ‘

it ervetallizes ana utlllzeq the 1nuepenaent actions of th pre
etarlat ‘in otn*“ erheres. “That is wa rx1sm.. ‘

{In that llrht uhen, 1f we were to 1nterpret the ma1n aemocr mlc

needs of the proletariat in Italy today it would not be ‘the ¥if
to vote, ‘it would‘be the right to =tr1ke, organize, plcket and

. other such. aemands. To lay the ma jor - empha51s -on.;-the bal;

' is to foster, . as W« have indicated ‘above, the ucual democrat
- illusions of which Schachtwan is so guilty. It .is. -absplute
':;;to state that W1thout electlons the Rcvolutaon is doomed"'
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Without the right to vote Schachtman claims the masses will ex-.
hatst themselves "in & routine of declinipng dewonstrations in-

‘stead of developing their moveument to a struggle for power". In

other words, without a bourgeois parliament the struggles of the

neasses will constantly decline. Quite the contrary; The:who1e.
thing is upside down. Lemonstrations, strikes, and other mass

~action lead directly to.the conquest of power, with or without -

" “the right to vote..In what way can the right'tO»votgjin glectlons.
{10 a bourgeois parliament aid the‘demonstratlgns and strike strug-
gles of the masses ? Nowhere in his whole article @oes-SQhachtmap
indicate the answer. I1f anything, the strike"strugg;eSrfor-tge",_

- major demands. of the masses will have ag a.by—produgt result 'the

. effect of gaining, if it is at all necessary, xhe_rlght to vote

~— not the other way around. o ,

. A proletarisn revolution means gimply that a point has arrived

. in the bistory of class rélations of any given qountry“where'not _
"_a single important imwediate aesana can any-longer be solved ex—~

cept through a struggle for power. In the gourse of all ;evolu— .
tions attempts are made by liberal, rsformist, apd‘centrlst fqr—

ces to solve such immediate probleme precisely without the seiz-

ure'ofupower'byhthe‘révolutronary-proletariat. But such attempts

can-not anc dia not yield any results whatsoever.

‘Jfﬁéﬂﬁuﬁpgo back to the October Revolution. The simple immediate

“"needs of tlc masses were peace,; bread and lend. Successivelyy

the: woénarchists, the-1liberal Kadets, and the bloc of Social Rev—
olutionaries and mensheviks tried to give some answer. to. these

‘probleme. Their -answers, however, were absolutely worthless. Only .

after ths seizure of power by the Bolsheviks was it possible - N
. Bven to think of a solution of these immediate demands. Precise-.
1y the same situation prevails in Italy todgy. The masses want
-peace; bread, and luprovenents in working conditions. The whole
escence of the present situation in Italy is that none of these

' demands can be achieved without the struggle for power. The issue
- id clear-cut : The iamediate necessity is not for secondary de-
mands, but for a struggle for power as a result of which ALL de-
- wands will be gained.:. o

‘
~,

" ~The main neceééfty_for‘the bourgeoisie is also for ultimate wea—

'”_pOns, for counter revolutionary Fascist forces to smash the pres— .-

" ‘ent uphsaval. But the proletariat has disorganized the bourgeois

forces. It is therefore necessary to.gain time ! The role of demﬁ"“

ocratic illusions, the -setting up-of new parliaments, etc., is
- precisely for that purpose : to canalize the‘effo;ts_of\thehmasf
‘ges, to deworalize, confuse thew, siaetrack them into familiar

wthe r

~capitalist channels. Devide the enewy, gain time.! The demand;fér-rﬂV
‘right to.vote as the PIVOT of the present'struggle_}eadsxgust:;ﬁ
~into.such channels, away frow the tasks of the moment, into traps.

~and painful -illusions« =

0
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Schachtuwan attempte to justify this program on the flimsy Co
grounds tliat the proletariat in Italy has gone through a harrow- '
ing experience, (22 years of the Fascist daictatorship) without
organizations, without tradée unions, without democratic rpights.
"To think that the Italian working class," writes Schachtman,

"can or will siwply pick up over night where it-left off..when
w.ussolini took power is not even worthy of an infant*s intel- -

. lect." But the "infant's intellect" in this situation and the.

Italian fdcts are a thousand times stronger than Schachtiman's -
centrist nightmars. As a matter of fact,, the working class did .
pick up over night ‘just where it left off when uussolini took
power. In the Novewber 8th issue of the New Republic, Gaetano -
Salvemini, notsd Italian liberal, writes. "Last sarch gigantic
‘strikes broke out.in the industrial cities of Northern Italy.
‘The Fascist dictatorship was unable to forestall or suppress = .
that upheaval...during the following wmonth strikes and sabotage
went on uhabated...To squelch those movements, Badoglio (after

‘he came to power) proclaimed martial law... (but) the soldiers: .

.refused to fire on the populace. The Italian army dié¢integrated

everywhere in July and August in the same way as, for different

.reasons but with analegous military results,:the Russian had dis-

integrated in 1917, the Austro-Hungarian army at the end of 1918,

~and the French aruy ih June, 1940."

' Does this 'sound as if the Italian proletariat was so terribly

backwara that it still had to fight for.the slogans and demand5A13 
of the bourgeois revolutions of 1848, the right to vote as its . -

‘main demana ? Very definitely not. wven Schachtmay records,

"When the first demonstration of workers broke out in the indus="
trial north, Italy heard again the cry that had echoed through- . ..
out the land 85 years before : SOVIEBTS." .The memory of the Ital-' ..~
ian masses was so good, in fact, that they even sought out the. . -
murderer of-Matteotl in. silan and punished-him for the brutal.-’ -
criiie coumitted 20 years ago. Does all this sound-as if the first

-task of thé Itaiian proletariat is to re-establish bourgeois dem~: -

ocratic inetitutions ? The illusions and fears exist only in- -
Schachtwan's wind, they are not gerwane to the living events.-
For the boupgeoisie,5the,refes;ablishment of ‘bourgeois de@oétédy?
in any shape or forw today, has only one purpose : it gains: ‘the -

‘necessary time for a restoration of military dietatorship or: » '~
. Fascism and the smashing once again of the working'class organ-

‘iZations and instruments. Leumocracy (bourgeois: democracy) paves. .
the way for Fascisu., Without 9ny ifs, ands, or buts, he who _does
not understard that, has missed the whole lesson of the 30 de-

" feated reévolutions from 1918 to 1938. .The bourgeois parliame

. \

in a period of Revolution is a COUNTER force to-any. and all-ac
tion of the proletariat and particlerly to its dual:power, its

- -soviets.. He who presents the problews.as. if the
.o uents in reality is repeating. the whole
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i and is leading the revolutibnatoWards the same decline that
]a;ﬁchachtman's prededessors;jban‘and Tsertselli, did in 1917.

‘0f course, in ‘the typical manner of centrism, Schachtman leaves
himself plenty of ifs ana buts. The fundamental line, however,
- 4is quite clear. He says, "It is impossible -- more accurately
it would be wrong -- to state dogmatically the exact contoure
"of ‘the road the struggle will take." Of course, it is impossible
to state the exact contours, but anyone with an iota of sarxism.
_eaﬂfstate>the,genera1'contours; The general contours excluoe 2
struggle for Bourgeois Lewocracy by the proletariat 1 We go on,
- "It is gliite possible; however,
. gle.will first tuke the form of & demand for a national, popul-
arly elected, plenipotentiary parliament, a variety of a consti-

after July, there was no such popular demand except on the part

~of certzin exiled libsrals. But let us wssunme thot there was such

‘a populur dGemaund. Let us assume 2 large section of the middle.
~.class demanded ' vuiriety of the constituent -agsemblys® What is

our-task as marxists 7 Shall we-too support the bourgeois instru-
‘ment for .corraling or suppressing the regvolution ? Or in the int-
“erests of the masses shall we onpose it with the demand for our
own dual power (Soviets) ? The centrists will never understand

that the marxists do.not struggle at all times and'under.all_cir;'

cumstances for what the masses wish. The masses sometimes wish
that which is-not good for them. The marxists as a part of ‘the
working.olass,"the‘most.advancea.section,-struggle — sometimesi
- isolated and without support —- for the INTERESTS of the masses.

ls a constituent assembly in the interests of the proletariat in
- Italy today ? To a sarxist the question is quite simple. Italy .
“is not a colonial country nor even a small capitalist country.
It has long since passed through the stage of bourgeois revolu-
~tions. If it regresses back to these bourgeois forms, that is '
- for the proletariat not a victory but a historical tragedy, &
..aefeat. The constiﬁuent assembly nowhere on earth can solve any
simportent problems. But in a highly industrialized, imperialist
‘nation it cannot cven .be organized, except artificially, and ,
with the one malignant purpose of circumventing the needs of the

" umsses. It is absolutely certain that the masses themselves will

. ‘rise far.beyona that lsvel even at ‘the first step. Fortunately,

ana even probable that the strug--

. tuent aesembly.® 1t is interesting 1o note that in the first days

we have before us the experiences of Spain’in 1936-38. The ques-

. “tion of a-constituent assembly had already been by-passed from -
1931 ‘on. -mven in ‘backward Spain in 1936,. let alone in imperial-.
. ist Italy, the question of a conetituent assembly founa no roots-

n-the proletariat ar even-amongst other sections of the oppres- ,[7

osed.

Sgﬁ&#htmanlattgmpts_to justifyvhimself"by an anélbgy;betweén”b,“
;taly;tp@ayfapdgChing§in'1925527, The analogy is 100 % false.

B

In 1925~27, China had not yet
tion. The asmends of the peas
.problemg,'primarily problems

_eharacter, (1ana, suffrage, etc.
.tuent asseubly an actua
“roots of . the constituen

not in the subjeéctive wishes of th
tendendy. B8ut even there, however.

‘solution of the piro
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tion of exposing the Kuomintang and
republic. STALIN, not the marxists,
ublic. of Chiang-kai-Shek V. -

It is necessary for
~blies in backward countrie
it in order.to expose 1it.

relationship of forces, etc. But 10

is the essence of the #whole left

‘for' the establishuent an
EVeN in 4 buckwara country is

'Pag§_7{  ;-

experienced the bourgeois revolu-
antry for the solution of their

of & natiodnalist and democratic

) ‘mede the demand for a ceusii-

1 1living problem for these messse. Tue .

t assembly lay in the objective situction,
ig or that liberal or cantrict
as Trotsky pointed out, w6
blems of the Chinese masses lay in the:i‘vec-

"its program for a brourg2ols

-supported the Bourgecis~R0pf' 

Jarxists to MANOUVER with constituent acgo -

s..Under certain circuustances we enter:
UnGer other circumstances we bcysobt.
and disregard it entirelyy ¢epenting on the local conditions, the

i

“come out boldly and cpeinly

G BUILDING of this bourgeois instrumend
a bhetrayal of the Revolution. That -
opposition'pdsition_on“Chin&-

e may have to MANOUVER with .a Constituent assembly ; we NEVER.

- place sny hope Im it.
_Bourgeois instruments,
by vndermining it frou within
such inetitutions - that is t

By manouvering we expect to destroy such
“or at least prepare for its destruchicn
. But we NEVER call for. BUILDING
he opposite road to that -of Marxiam.

Furthermore Italy is not China. There, there is no objécti#e

-

pourgeois revolution, anu they.
ated by the events theuselves,

- need for a constituent'assembly«AFor the most part the tasks of
the bourzegis revolution have alrea

dy been accouwplished. The
objective problem of the masses is

far beyond the level of the -
start, as has alreaay been indic-
on the level of strikes, demons- .

trations, sabotage ana the call for soviets.

The cry for the righ
who wants to sidetrack

toration : FIRST, a bourgeois
see about the proletarian.y

t_to:.vote is the;cryiof the"liberai Sforza,

centrism, Trolskyisu,. both in Spain

~ Along sipilar lines but with differ
. British Trotskyites. are today. putti
 ."Labor - to power."’ '
. Labor Party) . ..

in all' other countries tomorrow.

'THE BRITISH CANNONITES

(the word, Labor,

_ the Revolution. Schachtuen eids his plan.
"He .sees no further ih reality than. the bourgeols democratic res— -

democratic .setup ; then, we shall @' -
evolution. That is the essence of ' o

[

_yeSterday, Italy today and

§nt‘¢habter'and verse,’thé ;7
ng forth the slogans of =

"In Britain in used to denote
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1

7-}Tﬁelfdilowing-isvfrom.thezseptember Bulletin of the Workers

.International League of Britain (Cannonites): "This dictates as. -

- the wain strategic agitational slogan of the Fourth Internation- -

alists in Britain: knd the truce ! Labor-to power 1| By this we.

facilitate and reassert the independence’ of labor from capital.
- "The coming to power of & labor government would be the means of
- giving the impatus to the revoluticnization of -the masses."

Trtoskyism hes truly travelled a long way when it can assert
that the:accession to power of a Second International .Party re-
asserts "the independence of labor from capital." The accession
‘of a reformist party to power in a capitalist state merely means
that the masses will bemore firmly shackled to the bourgeois -
- state than if liberals or conservatives were doing the job. It
‘eliminates the inuepsndence of labor from capital.

In 1917, Lenin was confronted with a delicate situation 'in Russia,
the Social Revolutionary and menshevist bloc had.control of the
worker® Soviets, in which the Bolsheviks were a ninority. at the
same tiwe the senshevik leaders supported. thé. aual power of the
‘bourgeoisie, the Kerensky governuent. As a means of severing the
_ties of the Soviets from the bourgeois .state, Lanin put forth
‘the ‘slogan "All power to the Soviets.' By this manouver he said,
"Here, sensheviks, you are in control of the Soviet. BREAK with

‘the bourgeois state of Kerensky and take power in the name. of the.

Soviets. mven though we Bolsheviks go not agree with your program
we will, nevertheless, support this move, although within the
Soviet systew we will fight for a majority." By this manouver
“Lehin hopea either to force the sensheviks to.sever ties with the
“bourgeois state, thus isolating the capitalist regiae still fur-
. ther, and leading to its complete ¢estruction ; or at least to
expose the fawning role of the wmensieviks who preferred to wag

. an undignified teail tied to the bourgeois kite rather than take

.power 'in the name of a workers' instrument which they themselves
controlled. ' ! _ L : : ‘

. ‘throughout the years, or shdll the uarxists advise the prolet
"~ aridt-to plunge into such-an abyss, purely for: the reason that:

.“ﬁ -the’faqts,speak for: themselves.

“aceede. to ‘power. But i ent , forwa
.+the masses. On the cphtrary. It will merely mean that the masses
“~have alreauy taken stopg forward (independent -class action)i_anqﬁ

': _backward, Instead of the demand for Labor to powe
-the organization of wor

‘where it is possible ; building-of workerg' defense guards 0.
- protect ‘the wasses againgt the inevitable reaction ;- and as an

Gompare this, however, with the line of .the Trotskyites of Brit— . .

.. ain today. Instead of breaking with the bourgeois state, they

- call upon the workers to support the strengthening of -the bour-
geois state. Instead -of an.independence of labor from capital
“they are in reality ‘demanding a subordinpution of labor to cap-
-ital through the instrumentality of the bourgeois state. In '

' Great .Britain touay under. ihe stress of events, strike struggles .

.anddisillusionment, the wasses are demanding more clear-cut

. solutions, more radical action. The Churchill regime is losing:
.“its hold over the war-weary populace. The taking over of the
~pourgeois helm by the so-called representatives of labor will

.haye the effect of tewporarily scotching_proletarianAvigilance}' f;

'of 'kindling false hopes in the proletarian masses. .
e _ :

Britaln;?rShOuldfthgﬂ;éyolutionary:Marxists;ppint;Qutﬁthéﬁpit

A R S e PR Y

?tna‘danger;QrTa*bénéfit_for‘tﬁé ﬁofking_Cldssiof"GreatThﬁ =

‘falls of such a situation, S0 that tomorrow the WAsses may recs.
“ognize who has been: telling theu what is right and what ‘is’wrong

s ‘advise the' prolet=

fj-gfterftheyﬁhave‘fallen.andfbroken;théir;neqka;they:Willfthénﬁ;w
_recognize thet the Labor Party.Government was a trap ?

We think
(oS

i

Ii is possible that the rotten stinking hulk of the British . -

.Labor Party, the social-patriotic treamcherous corpse, will soon:

this will représent not a step forward for

the Labor Party Government. is being hastily erected as a barrier
to hold that .independent action off at this poing;and push it -

- A1 : , the British
proletariat must demand today an increase of strikes, dewonstra

“tions against the war ; fraternization between soldiers § the

organization of a national shop Steward movement. ; the constan

' _exposure of the social chauvinists and those who unite with them;

3 .

Kers councils ih those cities and: areas -

auxilliary on the parlismentary field, the running of sarxian

cendidates against not only the conservatives but’ against the @~
" 'social patriotic Labor party as well. The Trotskyites claim that

"The cowing to power of a labor government would be. the means of’

.. giving an’ impetus to the revolutionization of the masses." Agail
. what 1s day' is presented here as hight and what is white is p

entsd here as black. A Labor Party cover would be-a@n effect o

the revolutionization 'of the masses not a.cause of it. And in-

-stead of being an impetus to further revolutionization, it .. °

‘wolla be a uamper on it. That is A, B, C. anyone who-has studied
.. the history of the "labor government" ‘around the period of the "
. general strike.of 1986 and‘dfter,'anyone,whc;has;stgﬁiedutheﬁeff

 fects of the "labor goveérmnuent® of France. in 1936-37-38 (the': .
" Peoples Front), knows that -this, i not the case. Peoples Fronts,
' _end Labor governients do not develop uass action ;' they: check
Vmﬂgs_action;finéregsejgrb&tration,‘1nqreaseVandiQeVélop;thefvar
- “ious halters of the bourgeois stete, and confuse and demoralize.
.‘they do just the opposite.of "give an impetus® :.they throttle:
“the r'evolutionization of the wasses, He who says .the opposi *
“again fostering the big lie, or at:ileast giving &aid to the.

lie of the imperialists in this war, that democracy, bourgeoi

‘.democracy, must be restored to avoid Fascisu. .

'rotskyism in England is not only aidit
‘lie of ‘the A ;. by such-a false
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._f.fy-ﬂ; “}f'“”T,ﬁﬂi':7~w'”  R T N ST P ER T _ MANOUVERS AND MANOUVERS
;belt;linegbThé'refdrmists‘give-weight:to the imperialist_lie of - o o . _ o S T L P
ngopleéﬂvwaf,fAﬁd}tne_cenﬁﬁists,givehtheybabOEWParty;a left: - = Tooa To,jus%ifyutheir,Parliamentarism;the Trotskyi;es,have.searched*'gf
chVér;wniChypéﬁpetuatesxthe IiekfIfgthé*"r%rfreVOlutionary_Trctfj U S+ .. desperately for analogies from the past; fér words of comfort

qskyiéﬁs‘arev:qr»a,Labbr*Panty governmept;*and;;in fact are-on. -’ “in Lenin's writings, for.instance. At long lastﬁtheyvﬁave~disﬁﬂff 

‘the verge ‘of joining the Labor Party, then it can't-be so.bad, " bW covsred that in 1920 Lenin proposed a bloc with the reformiets '
» » | - S R A - against the conservatives in England for one. election, and that = =
-move left but is diépriented'by»Trotskyism;backfinto‘theQSocial—]N,’  ;;; Coa for & short time he evigy considered (although @ few weeks later =
;PatrioticFCamp:P;f.ﬁ,ff o : e e e B A ~he dropped the i&ea) affiliuting ;he-CommuniStrParty of Great
BT R S C e L o e Britain to the Labor Party. S N
.aAfter condemning the Independent Labor Parmy“of,Britain_for,be* R - ' T
- ing'centrist, the Trotskyites‘say'that'“fromjthe'viewpoint,offj, ju*i;f{-*
,forevdlutionary'SOCialism,the.entry of the ILP into the: Labor Party . i
““would constitute avprogressive_step..;»Within the labor party- -~ .
2o the ILP would act as a,gatheringtpoint~for all left elements. =~ - - , . . cL : o T
¥~jnThis'woula'faoilitate‘the education of these elements as well." .. - . Unfortunately Lenin himself stated that when dealinz with B map~
“aren't the Trotskyites here laying down .the premise for -their -own = .~ . =i . ‘ouver Mone must have the braipe to analyse the situation in each - =~
- ~entry into the Labor Party ? If it is desirable and progressive . ooyt separate gase." "Haive and utterly'inexperienced'people“, hgg_‘f;,‘
- for the ILP to enter the Labor Party soithat it would be a fgath~ ..ot " Wrote-in "Left-wing Co.munism, an infantile disorder", "imagine ...
Efering'point”forfall the left elements®, isn't it even.more des- - - that it is sufficient 1o admit the permissibility‘of_oompromises*
_j’irableﬁfprnmhe revolutionary marxists (as the Trotskyites call. o . - T in general in order to obliterate the diVidinnginefbetween op-
.{gﬁhemgelves)1tojenter.intovthe Labor,Party{anq.gather‘these.left'/:g_' L . portunism, against which we wage and mast wage an uncompromising. -
 €18mEntSFﬁO_tthSelVeS.? The fact-that the Trotskyites call for . v struggzle, -and revolutionary marxism.or‘Communist.{ In the prac—
;ﬁaTLaborfParny;gdverﬁmentfand'lim1t their 'plerum resolution to . - ol oo tical questions of the politics of 3'given,orjspecific'hisxbrical*-
: iny‘aﬂfeWderds_Qfacfiticigm of.the present‘Labor_Party'is_a' RRRTRERCE - moment it is important to single out'thOse_questions-Which'manifjﬁ
‘strong indication that the French Turn ig about to' be repeated - EI5 fest the principle type of impermissiblé,-treacheroueAGOMpromiSQSQ
Laguin, this time in Britain. Our arguments againSt-the'French? o e which are the embodiment of opportunism fatal .10 the revolution=. .
.+ -Turn are_COQtained:ih'innumerable'docdmentS“inﬂOur struggle ag— - . ary class, anG to exsit all efforts to explain then and combat - . .
- ainst Trotskyisi in 1934; 35, ana 36 There is no need of eri- ' L ' theud . - L B L T T
. lerging on them, except to note again end once again that the - - A " o ) o
ifyggeneralldireotiOnvof TfOtskyTsm?isTtOWardS'unificatidn with the: - - i . In each case thenfwe must s
' reforwists, conciliation with bourgeois deiuocracy and left- ' L AT
‘w'hanQedesupport'to'the-SOCialapatriptsaf SR ST

;éfter”all;ﬁcan-i&}?=$0;reasdns‘theiworker'whoﬂis beginning to

‘This "discovery" has enthpsed the Trotskyites as;muchjas}axdiv;.,
ine couwmunication aoces to & religious‘fanatic.~ﬂere at last they
can quote chapteér and verse. ' S ' LT

_ ee whether.th@‘qompromise,is‘ﬁpermis~33‘

sible" or.is an "impermissgible praacneroQS”cqmpromise."-What1~ S
should be the guide. to & ‘correct manouver ? Trotsky himself .
gave @ most excellent answer in his "Strategy of Worlda Revolu. :°

- tion", when he was still a .Jarxist: "The most important, best

"established and most unalter&ble-rule{of_QVer*m@ouver,says do

.

“Thus the general line ‘of Trotskyism runs directly counter to the R

»vgéﬁérﬁlﬁliﬁe’ofmbenin”and*thelBolSheviksMin~thé~first World War. . e S

-Lenin wrote.inlelﬁr“unity’with-the’opportunistsvhas become no- - il FOnéTg bwn”party$Qrganizati0nqshOuldunevegﬁyecailuted,gun;tedj ¥

* thing but hypocrisy... unity with apportunism means unity of the - . ... cowbined with another; no_matter~how'"friendlyﬁ~théjlattérfmay ,

‘4Pr0letaridﬁfwith’itsjnational_bburgeoisie;'i;e;;”it means sub- . 0 still be today. Such.a gtep should never be undertaken which . .-
mission to the latter, it-means a split in the international leads, directly or indirectly, © enly or maskedly, (our emphas
revolutionary working clags:" = R o is), to the subordination of the party.to other parties... or &

e - s : - SRR : S v step through which one ig mede reSpohsiblé;:evehwif-onlf'in~ art
#heyBourgGOisie-andyiﬁs*agentsw,'thea':=;m] R for the.political line of othen=pafties.;¥ou,sEalIﬂnox{mi !
4 push them into . .7 . the banners, not to speak of -kneeling before ahother banner
- :  The words of Trotsky in 1929 are‘incisive}and‘absolutely,loo
correct. © . .. i T TR e e
. Let's analyze in thap light, both the
{‘&hefm&nouYQrs”,(iie';capitulationS)g‘
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. Wnet wae the situation in ingland in 1920 ? The British Labor

. Party was considering affilitation with'the,Third]lnternapional.,q”

:'Within its ranks there was a great 1eft wing. There was &s yet.
»jno"Communist~Partyjin'Britain, although e number of organizations

”7Q1WSreﬁneg0tYatiﬁgftoifOrm’such a Party. Lenin therefore propoges.

.'a THEMPORARY election bloc in order to hasten the differentiation
“within the grieat mass of workers who still pbelieve in -the Labor "
- Partye But he insists on -"complete liberty to carry on agitation,
-propaganda and political aativity. Without the latter condition,

of coburse, no ‘such blog could be condluded, for that would be an
”,aCt‘of_betrayal.",W&s_this manouver correct or not ? Unfortunate-

C o ly it was never tested in life itself : the bloc was never con-
“‘cluced, But pleuse note the eporuous differences between the .
 proposal of a BLOC for ONE elegtion jn 192Q and the general LINE

- ‘of ‘left support to reformisi of the Trotskyites today (the slog-
‘ans of Blum~Cachin goévernuent, Caballero-CNT govermment, Luabor

. to'Power, support of the Canadjan Commonwealth Federation, etc.j.

* In 1920 there was a WORLDPARTY OF MARXISM the 3rd International

" Which was attragting MILLIONS of workers all over the world. The B

.Labor Party itself was esuckea in by this sentiment (although its

“leadercship continued on its own reforuist course) and was actual=

1y contemplating affilidtion with the Third International. For

  jthé'small'andqunorganized:Marxist’forcesito.enter‘intO‘a manouver

'*j;with such large forces, for the Communist groups to have a bloc

“‘with the Lubor Party.for .ons election and to ¢ontinune its own

. independent agitation might have helped substantially in break=

" ing down th¢ barriér of the Thira Internationalists to the messes

~in the Labor Party. The sawe is true of the short proposal to -
. enter tne Party as a whole (on which Lenin does not commit him-

' “self, tut which he subsequently opposed when there was & changs

~in the situation). The Lebor Party had a L0 structure which
~mould have permitted the Communists to publish their own paper
und heve their own orgamizational autonouwy. sh tuelr oun peper
irctinstangbs: i ' |

pposites. y ne L

governuent does not_today help aifferentiate the masses from
heir .leadershipj it-helps weld them to the bourgeois state.
are have been .nd.new octobers ; there is as yet no important.

ign. of. @ new miarxian World Party. 4 wanouver to support the:

joving and morrisonis today is a TREACHEROUS, compromise, & com- -

s in prineiple.
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© THE AWERICAN CANNONITES = .

L T S e
'In_1954'the;Stalinist‘Convention'votedv100 %:aga1nst;aqLab9r:

~ party. A few aays later Earl Browder Steppéd;'ffoagboat“fromfﬁhe

 ‘soviet Union and the same group .voted 100 %;FORja?LaberP§r&y?y,
,”Browder'andzstaChellthen‘wrotefa‘pamph;et“to,justify}the'_Witcr
-They- berated their,"sectarian",cOmradeSFWho“dp}not&undep’tand;;g

””"new:events",Times_have,dhangéd,-théyjsaid.<N0W5we*needVaﬁLabb:‘
Party. Fupthermore,‘said'Browder,fare\we'for a REFORMIST Labor.
_Party ? Some cowrades arevfoolishﬁenough:;tojthinkaso,ibut;ofﬁ

course we are NOT. We are for a.ﬂREVOLUTIONARYV;Labor‘Party;gﬁ**

-without ‘the John L. Lewises) the Norman Thomeses, or'the Governor.
‘Olsons. =~ : S T I HO I DU SR S S

The argumént;of Browdeér .and Stachel'was,spec;oué,«offcbﬁr§e§iWéﬁ
darxists in the Commiinist Ieague of america, at ‘that time; made

~ ghort shrift of this hypocrioy. We proved; on-the;basis§of;M§f3+

ian PRINCIFLE that a Labor Party was merely an American editio
of the People's Front, that it could be nothing else BUT a REF:
SO T e e

ALORMIST party.

Who would think that 9 years later the apostleLbfVLébﬁ;Trétégy;;
. James P. Cannon would hesurrect,the_same;type‘ofiargumentSE?vln;

the August 1943 issue of Gannon's magazine we. read this ewazing

‘ statement :

 "Under present'conditibhs ine labor party idea Can,haﬁeifgfﬂﬁpfe
.,revolutionaryfimplications-than in past periods ‘when iy was ad-

vanced as a reformistic measure. There is.no need at all for us:
to gpeak-abont. a reformistic labor pardy. What we are advocating:
is an inGependent labor party,7and'WE*ARE1PBOPQSINGiOUREOWNJPROH
GRAM (our emphasis-—-éditor), which is not reformist." S

Shades of Browder and Stachel ! fle ere for a Labor Party, but not:

not on a reformist program, if you please, but on.OUR PROGRAM.

BN - reformist,og@,ﬂﬂg,grsrfqpﬂbuilding'a*new partyf“afLébOhfPﬁrty;n
which WE claim is ‘Marxist 1.

~ But if they are for a Labor Party that is NOT reformi
- which hasua1“$arxian";jRevdlutiQnarwar¢gr&m;f e
. 'the~mﬁS§GS intO:thGiPTB3¥ﬂ& direct ? .Certajinl]
_-for_prdletafiaaneVblutipngwfor.%he.' :

- a soclalist orde

r -~ ‘certainly under thoseé oi

 ;won!t be o:fanded*by’the”“terribleﬁ_sQuﬁaing]jém o]

frwquersvjpa:t

¥, In fact, if % Labor!. P
-then jquidate Tt : sy
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amhereiis4npfneeQaatfall";4says'Oannonyi”fcr‘us to speak of &

;refbﬁ@iétiéfl&bér%party"p'If-it ;svnot peformiStic'then;bbvibnsf L

ly it is revolutionary. - |
ﬂFijscms“it;(nhe labqrfpanty).can mean a purely moderate demand
that the reformist labor leaders take over. the government as
agents, of the bourgeols regime, For others it can indicate . a

'églkrto-thefworkers»tq~$ake‘pqwer and change ‘the whole.system,"

’déhﬁohjhefevdoes'é s1eight¥ofehandf The REFORMIST slogans of the

Labor Party have a double meaning to thc masses, he says. Some
cohsider it merely as a measure 1o reform capitalism j while
‘others consider ‘it as a revolutionary proposal to destroy capit-
‘alism. That is undoubtedly true. But that is precigely the dan—
‘ger .of the Labor Party . that e REFORMIST organization sows il-

~lusions-in the minds of REVOLUTIOWARY workers, and what is infin-—
. itely worse, it binds thew - through the Labor Farty organization

gégnbtvto_revplutionary bu't toﬂreformist;action.i-‘

*fBﬁtQﬁhé'hypbcricy ofﬁCannéh.goes much dgeber. He attempts to
Véhawﬁthqt because SOME workers will gaip revolutionary illusions.

frdm“a*Labor,-arty;fthap-tnereforé;it'Wcan have far® more revolu-
tionary implicatione than in past periods when 1t was advanced
‘as. 8 reformistic;measure.",On the contrary the Labor Party is a
‘*priEanforfreVOIutibnistS’; it restricts them ; 1t canalizes B
shhelyw activity,into.PARLlAMENTARY, rnot independent workers, &c-—
“tion. Revolutionists in the Labor Party merely add a vieft cover"
' to a. rotien swamp. . o a C *

3ut what about- thy traue union, :don't.we. go into a reformist con-

© trolled trade Union, aslk the Cennon theoreticians today, Jjust as
did the Browder theoréticlans of yesterday. Yes, we do go into

'a~reformiSt controlled Union. But a Union is not a rival to our
*Pafpy.-It’isman”economio~organization, an. ELEMENTARY working _
ses over to our POLITICAL piograd -in the course of INDEPENDENT
WORKERS ACTION. A Union ig just such an organization ; it makes

1ess organization, We go into the Union. in drder to win the WAS~

) 2

LASSfQCtiQn stsible,'even wnenvit_has:a-reformisp leadership. .

But what about a Labor Party ? There we have a RIVAL to OUR Party.
Tl =Marxian«Party,;Ityhas a program notvjust'on_elementary econ— ..
omic questions, -but on ell major political premises. It is not a .

rty of GLASS action, class STRUGGLE, but a Party of parliament-—

'aryfmanouyérs;,class‘COLLABORATION.

gsses by themselves will never attain Sdbialistmddnscioué—

‘enih;wrgten;ni"Whatﬁis;to Be_Done“,3thay_canﬂqnly_attaingL7
L R _ ry party the .

from no-unionism to large mass unions.
ization they-can not make the jump
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" 4o socialist consciousness. If we, the Marxists, tell them to0

join a REFORMIST party, then obviously we are keeping. them at -
the low level of "trade union politics", reformist class—collab-
oration politicse, not revolutionary politics. o

'But; shoﬁld we'refusefto be with the masses iﬁ the Labor -Party. ? .
The iarxists are ageinst. working in the Labor Party, that 1is the

theme of the Cannonite centrists. Kiaiculous 1 Marxists will
‘work within a Labor Party &s.an independent fraction. We will
send individuals into the Party end recruit forces insidé¢ON CUR

- MsaRXIAN FROGRaM. But the queztion is what shdll our perspective -
within the Labor Party be. The Cannonite line.is BUILD the Labor

Pagty"booauée it has "prevolutionary implications™. The RWL line

is, worhk within the Labor Party to destroy it; because it ig an
"OBSTACLE to revolution j split the Labor Party ; treat it as an

enewy, not u friend. The individual workers within it we try to’
rally to .our. side, we.point out to. them the purely parliamentary.

and people's frontist roie of the Labor Party. ; but the Labor -

method of participating in the Labor arty.

;-

AN

#In the past', says Cannon, "under the pressune-of‘cirdumstancés,*f

' parties based on the unions have teken a far more radical turn

ty was olawost & replica, in’its structure, of the British Labor
Party. Eut, following the war, it formally adopted. the Cominunist
progran and  joined the'Comintern"., I - o

 This is certainly a "strong® ergument for the Labor Party | The
comintern, with the prestige.of the Russian Revolution and ‘the

correct program of Lenin behind it, succeeded in SPLITTING the

, . R il
‘then the ordinery reformist conceptions. The Norwegian Labor,Parﬁ»f_“

‘whole Second International. In many countries a majority of - the =

‘Gocialist Parties went.oVer.tO'Qommunismwan'the process they - [ .

pad to
F '

1 - Change their program basically.

2 _ Throw out their reformist wing (ds Cannon points out happened

in the Norwegian Labor Party).

. N !
3 - Change their siructure.

In a split, who gets -the majority and who gets the minority is.
determined by events, by the pressure of the class struggle and
the abilitics and tactics of _the leadership. The fact that &
majority in a split goes over 1o Marxism does not mean that th
original orgenization WAS Marxist.?During‘and_after~thisrwar
there will be -splits . in. all reformist and centrist organization
(including.both'thepLabor1Partiesvand,thengQtSkyjPartiGS)¥ e

~ hope that a majority of these organizations will go over o u

. Party ag = whole we condemn, we fight. That is the REVQLUTIONARY e




Mdrxists, but that does not uean that the Trotskyite PARTY or

& Reformist PARTIES were anything put en OBSTACLE to.the Revol-

izations as the British and Norwegian Labor Parties BEFORE
. Comintern could be organizea. Had he adopted the program of the
. Keutskyites (1914]Tr0t3kyites) of "unity" with:the Second Inter-
“ ' pational, there would have been no Third ;nternationalvand no .
. Bolshevik Revolution.: ' e R

‘ntion. They had to be destroyed. Lenin had ‘to fight such orge-— -

Cannon is so contemptuous of facts that he fails to mention that
‘. ‘the Labor Parties in Norway and Britain were Parties of the.Sec-
. ond Internalional, SOCIALIST Parties, but that in the United
"~ 'States, the Labor pPerty now being contemplated is NOT interna-=
tionalist even in that respect. . T ,
©.In 1915 Lenin wrote : "It is impossible to carry out. the tasks

- of Socialism at the present time, 1t is impossible to accomplish
‘g -really international unification’of workers without radically
. breaking with opportunism..." R ' S

~Cannon, on the other hand;. feels it is impossible to accomplish

.a really international unification of workers without BUILDING

-~ a Party TOGATEER Wwith the opportunists. . S
. Unity with the opportunists during and after the War is a BuT-
RAYAL of the interesits of "the proletariat, wrote Lenin in 1915.°

Qannion in 1943 insists that unity with the Tobins, Lewis", Tho-
‘mast, Gréeens and murrays, is a CONDITION for proletarian revol-
- utlon, for -builaing the wmarxisn Party. He compares his present
" ‘Labor Party orientation with the vfusion with the American Work-—
‘ers Party and the entry into the Socialist- Party.® That's how
“impertant it is. o 7 ‘ I ' ' '

T4 ig-essential to note ‘that Cannon does. not oncewr?pleasemnotewﬂ;W”4w ,

.- NOT ONCE in the two articles in this isgue of his magazine,

. .mention the iwperialist war. After all, what is so important in
. an imperialist war ? Is it really so- terrible for "us" who are
“ supposedly “"against" the war, .0 unite with Dan.Tobin who is

" 100 % FOR the war ? Can't we all "work! together anyway -? Yes,

‘we sure can — on Tobin's program 1 o o

‘Cénnon has @he gall to eriticize his Schachtmah offshoot becarse
hey 'lecided to boycott the ALL.P. ticket" in the last elections.
‘The: American Labor Party ran candidates who were absolutely and

unalterably pro-war and pro-Roosevelt (as.is naturally to be ex- -

ectéd from "Labor' Parties) . The Schachtmanites (no better than
8 ongthaoretically)TWerejnevertheless'pmqashamedth openly,Sup—
po guch_peqple@jForjthatjCannonfCriticizeS’them ! They should.
18V QOQSjaﬁgCaannﬁdiQ{fSupport“theJA}L.P@fcahdidates;JCértaine"
1y such a little thing &s & program, such a minor matter'as.

N
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" Naturally, of ‘course, Caunon

he supported them. How touch
ses to. vote for those rotten

- the most infamous war in his
- by saying "we' spahked their

' What‘ggwimportant ‘to these ¢
they can- gloss over such thi

ean sleep in the sawe bed wi

isim devslops ?

The Labor Party stands expos
tance the Cannon Trotskyites
even with the devil - the op

The main Guestion before the
WAR question. i4ll other matt
Unity with those- who support
ing class — no matter wihat t
#Labor® ‘Party is the last re

supports it supports. the enewy of the working class. - -

k“Pagé};7 e

support of the imperialist war shouldn't stand in the way of
tgarxists" supporting the La

bor Party candidates, should it ? .

criticized the A.L.P. people while. - °°
ing 1 "We", the S.W.P. tell the. mas-— ..
and miserable traitors who support
tory, and "we! justify this action -
wrist while doing so. S

entrists, we would liké to know. If
ngs as an imperialist war, if" they
th the class enemy, then 1o what

lengths will these opportunists not go as the crisis of cap;tal-'

ed by its supporters, in this ins- e
who have no scruples about uniting -~ -
en agents of the bourgeoisie. DA

smerican proletariat today is the

ers pevolve around this question:
.the war is treachery to the work-
he rotten.justifications are. The

fuge of Bourgeois Democracy. HeeWth;,:;ﬁ

-

Trotekyisi is an obstacle to Prolstarian.Revolution, &s much to— i .
day as were the centrists (Kautsky and Company) -in Lenin's time,

"That does not, of course, me
‘their rauks. Unfortunately there are still good comrades who
-have not seen through the op

But the general program &nd

~day crystallized and clear.

to the right.

 Revelutionary mMarxists who.r
the correct orgahizationel ¢

and reformists, unite with t
Comnunist International. -
Novewber 1, <1843,

an there are no Revolutionists in-

portunism of this political temdency1 '“
strategic line of Trotskyism is to—
The war has pushed it still further

13
v

emain in the Tfotskyites'will,draw g
onclusions. Split from the centrists '~
he Marxists to Build a New Fourth .. .




