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THE CrOWING WORLD PEVOLUTION

I
WAR ANDL RoVOLUTION

War has welded the world togethér, has made the fate of one peo-—
ple vastly dependent vpon the people of other nations. Each link
of the capitalist chain has become more and more indissoluble
from the rest of the chain. No nation, for instance, can "with-
draw" fro. the war. France is an excellent exauwple. Lespite her
surrender t0 the German imperialists she is despoiled and wreck-
ed by alliec boibs ana she lives under the lash of a Nazi over-
lordship. Despite all ths wishes of the French people for peace,
the problem of France cannhot bé resolved in a vacuum, by itself.
It will be resolved as a PART ~ only a part - of the general
WORLL probleu.

This "welding", or this integration of the problems, tasks and
destinies of the nations and peoples, is more pronounced than
in the first worla war. It explains, in part, the failure of
the present struggle to conform to the time-table of the first
struggle. In the fourth year of the first war we already had a
successful Revolutione.

Time .wuest be measured in its aynainic sense, rather than in days
and weeks and years. From that point of view we will find that
Viorld War two is more advanced than ‘Yorld War one. The molecu-
lar processes of iorld Revolution are more visible and more deep-
ly entrenched than in the first World War, although as yet
there has been no successful MANIFs3TATION of these processes.
but the uscay of capitalism ana the level of the class struggle
ON a4 WORLL SCALE is further progressed than in the same period
of the first War, although nowhere have we yet reached the lev~
el of October i217. wmverywhere there are prolonged and persis-
tent struggles, guerrilla warfaré, strikes, class violence.
From the first perio¢ of this war we have had mass uprisings.
The proletariat of Warsaw seized pomxr in the first few days af-
ter the German invasion and defenaed that city. The French bour-
geoisie called in the German imperialists because of the inex-
orable signs of a pre-revolutionary situation in France. India
witnessed the beginnings of its Social Revolution in 1942. The
Revolution in India still continues, although slowly. In China
the class struggle is so pitched that over a million troops

of the Kuo-wmin-Tang are deployea for the sole purpose of keep--
ing tabs on the peasant aruies. The stupendous inflation and
the misery of the masses threatens to burst forth again.
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Guerrilla warfare stalks throughout Burope, and it is a strug-
gle not to "defend democracy" as the American press would have
us believe, but it is a struggle - as far as the workers fight-
ing the battles arg concerned - againet capitalism, against
Fascisui+ e Gaulle ana wikhailovitch may TaKE ADVANTAGE of these
wovements and wmay corral thewm into bourgeois channels, but es-
sentially they are CLASS iwnifestations against the ruling
powers.

The suropean and Asiatic continents are shot full of Revolution~
ary wanifestations. There has, as yet, been no successful Social
Revolution ; but the forces within society are mounting to the
5redtbcf exrlosion in all history. and tne "shots" will be not
only mcre intense and deep-rooted, but rlaced much more close-
ly together frou the point of tluco ihe Revolution in one coun-
try will be (is) far more closely connected with the Revolution
elsewhere ; and to a larger measure than hitherto its success
will aepena on the fate of that Revolution elsewhere.

At the outset of the war, many liberals, many petty bourgeois

elements, noticed the integration of world events as far as the

war is concerned, but they failed to note that the war itself
was inseparably connected with Revolution. The integration of
political and wmilitary events escaped the overwhelming majority
of huuwanity.

The Revolutionary Workers League pointeda to this phenomenon frou
the outset. Ve euwpnasized anu re-ewphasized that the War will be
ended only by Revolution ; that the War MUST bring on Social
Revolution. The correctness of thie position is already confirm-
ed by history. 3ut it is confirmed just as well by the very
military plans of the imperialist powers. The political and mil-
itary aspects of the war are going hand in hand. The allies ref-
uce to accept Stalint's concept of a MILITARY "second front'.
They are choosing POLITICAL second fronts ; they are choosing
precisely the moments of social upheaval to make their military
thrustse. The imminent surrencer of Italy, for instarce, is much
wore the result of Gefeatisin amongst the masses than of Allied
wilitary strengta.

Just as the world has becowe more closely knit together - both
geographically ana politically, so has the political and milit-
ary aspects of thie war been welaea almost into one. Here and
there the interrelationship of the two way lag. As far as the
Unitec States is concerned, for instance, there are no decisive
signes as yet of Jocial Revolution or of = Revolutionary Situa-
tion. The "War" uppeare to be ONLY 2 military war as far as most
people ure concerned. But in reality molecular processes are
going on within the United Ltates as well ag within Europe. Hos-
tility of the m=eses to the war effort is growing, despite. all

Y
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propaganda. DLisillusionment with the slogans of "fighting for
deiocracy" is - a little later, it is true,- building towards
precisely such explosions as have occured in Inaia, in Italy
and elsewhere.

The same people Who in 1939 ridiculed us for predicting that the
War will end in Revolution, are today willing to admit that that
is true - - - but only insofar as Europe is concerned. Auerica
they say, is free frow the vicissitudes of decadent murope.

Thiese people are wrong. amsrica is filled with the same contra-
cictions as murope and asia, only uwore so. It is not yet as aa-
vanced along the road to Revolution as the others, but it is
catching up rapialy.

II
REVOLUTION TCDAY IN EUROPE

The firet iWorld War lasted for four and a half years. It was
ended by the Russian, German, Hungarian and other Social Revol-
utions. The internecine struggle for world empire amongst the
imperialiets lasteu a wuch shorter period than the struggle of
ALL worla capitaliswm against the Proletarian Revolution. If it
tock them 4 1/2 years to try to settle their disputes between
gacn other, it took -them all combined ceven long years, from
1217 to 1924, before they were able 1o gain even a small meas-
ure of stability. Woria capitalisw had to unite to fight the
Civil War of 1918-21 in Russia ; they united to sumash the Fin-
nish Revolution ; they unitea {although they used puppets) to
swash the iungarian Revolution ; alliea aid went out lavishly
(Deawes plan, J.7. wmorgan aid to wmussolini, etc.) to stabilize
German and Italian capitalism against the Revolutions in those~
countries. Lespite all this however the Revolution - set back
in one spot after another - continued to flare forth. Only in
1924, with the second major defect in Geruany, were the imperiul-
iets <ble to g..in an upper hand, were they able to feel tempor-
arily sazfe.

But even then, Revolutions continuea to plague world capitalisu.
Nineteen twenty-five saw the Chinese Revolution, embracing four
hundred million people. Nineteen twenty-six saw the great Brit-
ish general strike ; 1930-33 a'new German Revolution ; 1934 a
Revolution in austria and & pre-Revolutionary situation in France;
1936-38, finally the Revolution in Spain. With the defeat of the
Spanish Revolution we finally witness the ebb- —-tide of the Rev-
olutionary wave begun in 1917. After defeating the proletariat
in 30 Revolutions, or thereabouts, the imperialists are again
able in 1939 ‘to resume their internecine battles.
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But India, Italy, Lenmark are the hanawritings on the wall, the
beginnings of a new, more volatile, wore world-embracing,; more
intense wave of Proletarian Revolution. If Spain is the ebb -tide,
then these countries represent the RESURGENCE, the beginnings of
a new upsurge, a tidal wave.

The bourgeois press miniwmizes the Italian Revolution. They tend
to picture it as a "pdlace putsch". Why shouldn't they ? Revol-
utlons are contagious ; that aspect of Italy MUST be played down.
The Nazis too know how to play such things downi For instance,
the Miners Strikes in America were, rep”ecented here as of benefit
only to mitler - "Hitler's strikes". But Hitler was smart enough
not to capitalize on such aubious advantages. Not a single word
of the wminers strike was publicizeda in Germany. Strikes are con-
tagious and ditler coes not want to put thoughts in the minds of
the German people. Neither do the american capitalists wish to
put thoughts in thv wminds of the american working class ; that
‘is why they play down the Italian Revolution. :

But Italy definitely is in the first stages of a Proletarian
Revolution. Probzably that Revolution will be arrested by Allied
intervention, although we hope it will not be arrested for long.
But that does not change the general characteristics of the Rev-
olution.

What are tne characterigtics of & Kevolutionary Situation 7
First, economic decay ; secondly, the inability of the ruling
class to rule by the old wmeansg ; ana third, the readinesgs of the
maeses to struggle for their needs. all three factors were pres-
ent in Italyv. The country's basically weak econowy was further
injured by the military defeats in North Africa, Ethiopia and
Sicily. The bourgeoisie were unable to rule by the old methods -
fanscism. The temper of the masses was 400 "dangerous". When fin-
ally the masces went over from teadiness" to ACTICN, when for
two weeks before mussolini was overthrown the country was wrack-
ea by "riots", ‘demonstrations and strikes, the Italian cap1tal~.
iste had to concede to the masses and make a change.

j.et no one be fooled that Badoglio and Victor Emmanuel merely
sumuoneq «ussolini and Gismissed him. The dismissal was concured
in by the overwneluing section of the capitalists, and even of
the Fascist Farty leaders. Ho rule. so deeply rooted and so long
imposed upon the people, can possibly be changed by a mere sum-
wons to the King's palace. The Italian capitallsts certainly
wust know thet only a rigid Fascist regime, with its demagogy
and ite tight dictatorship, can keep the masses in subjection.
If then they eliminate the open Fascist rule and substitute a
military dictatorship, semi-legalize the liberal parties, etc.,
it wust obviously be (as in February 1917 in Russia), only as a
result of a proletarian upsurge, a Revolution.
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It is quite true that the Revolution in Italy is unorganized,

it lacks conscious leadership. 3ut it is a Revolution only in .-
its beginning stages. ALL Revolutions have such stages, all of
thew start more or less spontansously, without direction, with-
out leadership. Only in the short course of the Revolution doses
the leadership, the aiwms, ana the program of the Revolution man-
ifest itself. That is precisely the case in Italy. Ve are only
at the beginnings of the Revolution, but the threshold has been
croscsed. -

The events in Lenirark at the end of aAugust were likewise a full
scale Revolution (in its early stages). Strikes, armed revolt,
demonstrations of the proletariat which took days to suppress. -
these are not wmere incidents. It took the Nazi military machine
to smash this Revolution - or rather to arrest it. But that does
not change its character.

zere again, we must not be misled by the statements in the bour-
geois press that the Danish people were merely trying to show
their loyalty to their king. ilassés do not strike, scuttle ships,
take up arme for sowmething so intangible and unimportant as a
king. Their wmotives are far more realistic and material - bread
end peace. Only desperation can move whole populations to armed
revolt. That was and is the situation in Denmark as well as
Italiy. :

This sethback in Denmark is another indication that no Revolution
in Europe can possibly by-pass Germany. So long as the German
state and arwy are intact, so long as the Revolution has not

yet daisintegratea the effbctlv cness of that State and army, so
long will Revolution elsewhere start uncer a massive handicap.
Geruwany is the rotting core of murope. It holds the enslaved
macses of 22 countries tightly in its grasp, with millions of
tneir nationals working in Gerwany proper. Bursting of the Nazi
hold on Germany -~ and there are many many signs that this is

not too far off - will act as the spark not only to the Gerwman
Revolution, but to Revolution elsewhere. Next to the Soviet
Union, Gerwany ig the main link in the tightly integrated thread
of the suropean ievolution.

III
RBVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY

In aprlying Revolutionary Strategy to the present situation it
is necessary first of all to note the liwitations and the needs
of the bourzeois society. all too many liberals, pacifists and
reformists (even centrists) are na*lently waditing for the "res-
toration of democracy". Once the war is over, they feel, bour-
gecls democracy can be re-introduced tnroughout the world (in-
cludlng gections where it never existed). '
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This conoept is falese frow beginning to end. Bourgeois democra-
cy has outlived its msefulness for the bourgeoisie EVERYWHERE
on earth. Nowhére can the capitalist system be sustained by the
"democratic" method. The ecnoruous expenditures for war, the ex-
tensiveness of the battlefront, the cost in lives and materiel,
all superimposea upon the decaaent capitaliswk iumediately before
the war, makes it impossible for the Capitalist state to rule
by any other means but thes harshest and most naked dictatorship.
Roosevelt and Churchill recognize this fact at dearly as does
Hitler ; and the capitalists “who sustain all three regimes are
unanimoug on this score. It is no accident that the Allies have
placed in power the extreme rightist Darlan, the reactiomary
monarchist Giraud, the militarist Mikhailovitch, the various
Fascists in SlClly who serve under J.P. florgan's errand boy,
Lord Rennel. The willingness to deal with the Fascist bed-mate,
Badoglio, is. likewisie not: accidaental. Despité:-all. the protesta~-
tions of the propaganda wachinee in america. and Britain, thece
incidents are the general line, the basic core of Allied foreign
policy. The allies have no intention aof putting a democrat (lib-
eral) into powar ANYWHERE ON EARTH. Their main concern igs for
"law and order" ; and for that only & Fascist or semi-Fascist
reglue can ao even for a mowent.

If, despite this, "dempcratic" regiuwes do come into being, it
will pe Tirst of all, against the real wishes of the Allied
powers (although they may pay lip service to it} and secondly,
it will be only the result of class action by the proletariat.
Rather than lose the whole loaf, capitalism will yield temporar-
ily to a "cemocratic" regime in order to check the Revolutionary
Lprisings. But such "concessions" are only temporary, extremely
temporary. They will last only until that moment -~ and no long-
er - when the extreuae rightist elewents can be reorganized tn
agsune power.

Historically bourgeois rule is possible only through Fascism -
and then only on an unstable basis for a relatively short period.
"Leftist" regimes are only aberrations, slight interrupstians.

What then is our reaction to the "new nationalism" ? many forces,
including the Trotskyites, are proposing that we must support
the nationall t movewents 1n murope. The Trotskyites maintain
that this will be the first stage in the coming events ; and
tney give it their usual "@unport with criticism". Such support
is unaaulterated treachery ! New nationalist regimes, whether

Le Gaullist, Constituent Assemblles, Peoples Fronts, or what
have you, will be the first stage not of the Revolution, but of
the Counter-Revolution. There must be no confusion on that score.
The role of nationalism all over the world its outlived ; nation-
alisw and bourgeois aewocracy can not take huwanity one etep
furtner ; they can not solve a single iuportant problew ; their
only role is to channelize the independent working class action
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demoralize the proletariat, pave the way for Fascism. The "new
nationalisu", the new "liberal" regimes will be imposed only to
check 1nu°ouna°nt working class action. And the bourgeoisie will
agree to them (as they agreed in Italy to the military dictator-
sh*p on Badoglio) only as a ctumbllnp b10g$ to a suocessful
prolstarian Revolution,

all of recent history has indicated that once a Revolutionary
weve begins the biggest danger, within the fraumwork of capital-
icnl, is frow "couprowisism" - attempts to comprowise thel inter-
ests of the prcletzariat with that of the bourgeoisie. Comprom-
isism manifested iteelf in Russia in 1917 in the willingness of
the wensheviks to support the iwperialist war ana the "liberal"
nerensky regiwe. The att=upt of the Bolshevik temporary leaders,
stalin and Ramensv to pur sue th® same policy would have doomed
the Russian Revoxutloa, haa Lenin not empn1tlcdlly condemnsa -
anc asreatsa that policy. \
Compromisism manifrsted itself in Germany in 1918-12 in the
governrient of the Socialists and Independéent Socialists’ (Kauts-
kyites). This bourgeois regime,. which was composed exclusively
of so-callsa working class leaders was responsibie for the mur-
der of Luxewburg ana Liebknecht anu helped slaughter the German
Revolution. Cowmpromisisw manifestea 1%s e;f in China in the fam-
ous stalinist "oloc of four classes™ — suboraination of the
Coiwinniets to the natioralist Kuo—wmin-Tang ; in Britain in 1926
it manifestec itself in support of the Anglo-Russian committee ;
in France in 1934-35 in the iﬂfamous Peoples Front ; in Spain
in 1936-28, the Pecpiss Front ; .n Britvain, the Laber Farty.
VOmDrONLQlMA hes manifested 1tself evervwhere at ¢iffereni times,
apg wherever it has reesred ite head it bhas Leen [fatal for the
interests of the working class - eoxceph 11 the one case of tne
Soviet Union in 1917 where Lenin and the Bolsheviks by their-
uncomoromlslng strugglie defeated this bourgeois weapon garbed
in "QOClalthlC" words. - : ’

Compromlslsm has cost the proletariat rivere of blood. By tying
the mmeses to the bourgeois state it has been in the position
of executioner's helper: Cowprowisisa held the proletariat vic-
tin while the extrewm2 right plunged the dagger into. the prolet-
arian hearti. setween the two there is only a division of labor ;
one denoralizes wiu weakens the working class, confuses and aiv-
ices it, while the other finishes off the job with brute force.

If we warxists in the Unitea States are so strongly opposed to
the "Labor" Party it is only because we understand so well and
we have secn so often the evil effects of Compromisism.

In Italy, ana the rest of wsurope, the proletariat must guard
against this scourge, lest new rivers of proletarian blood flow
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through the city streets of the ma jor countries. The proletariat
nust not give suprorti to either the Badoglio government or the
"liberal" Bloc of Five Parties. The relation of the two is very
much like the relation of miliukov and Guchkov to Kerensky and
Dan, in 1917. Both Baaoglio and the Bloc of Five Parties support
capitalism and the war ; they aiffer from the people they re-
ﬁlaced only in that they are for an alliance with the other

group of imperialists, the allies. We uust not replace Badoglio
with the Bloc of Five Parties, or even a left wing section of
this bloc. The Badoglio regi.ie must be replaced ~ if the Italian
Revolution is to come out vigtorious - only by a Proletarian
victatorship.

Against the divided loyalties of the daivided Italian bourgeoisie,
the proletariat (and their Revolutionary Vanguard) must counter-
poce the unity of the proletariat and poor peasantry to esta-
blish a wWorkers Council Republic, a Socialist Republic of the
oppressed. One group of capitalists will want to march together
with the sillies against the axis ; the other group will want to
march together with the Axis against the allies. Slmllar things
happenec in France.

But the proletariat must not march with either imperialist camp.
We do not "uarch separately' and strike together either with the
Allics sgaiust the Axis or viece-versa. Such behavior is shame-
ful capitalution to the imperialist war and a blow against the
Revolution. The proletariat of Italy must take the independent
road of absolutely no support to either Imperialist alignument
and no support to their "allies" within Italy, the Italian cap-
italist groupings around Badoglio and around Farinacci-Mussolini.

AiiGOT has already shown the basic similarities between the Al-
ilied iwperialist role and that of the axis. The similarity
stretches to the similarity of puppets used, as well as the rav-
aging character of the new "currency", which is pure and simple
slow aespoilation.

Support to compromisisii in Italy will lead only to defeat. It
will bring neither democracy nor peace - it can bring only a
brutal luperialist occupration. although the names and titles may
be changed, the basic fundamentals will remain the same.

The proletariat of Italy favors a real peace. It will demand of
ALL belligerents a peace based on

1- No annexations, no indemnities.

2- Immediate liberation of all colonial peoples, withdrawal of
troops, economic "advisers" ana other imperialist instruments;
ana granting of the right of Celf——aet.ermlnatlon to all peo-
ples.
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The tourgeoisie is extremely realistic. It has organized a "“sec-
ond" front which is a political second front far more than it
is a military cne ; its timetable correcpcnds far wore tc she
timetable of Revoiution than to the timetable of military neces-

sity and opportunity.

The bourgesoisie flings forth phrases about 1rrecor01gable enmlty
to Gerueny, Japan, etc. The German and Japanese imperielists
shout witn equal fervor against the allied imperialists. But
both grouvs are realicstic. Tuney know who the REaL enemy is !

The alli€d concept of "unconaitional surrender" is an extiremely <
rlexible one. I% can mean wany things, depending on the level

of the prol etarlaz Revolution and the ability of the native

bourgeoisie to hold thet proletariat in check. where the con- !
quered‘bourg601ple can place a halter around the working class, ~
"uncouditional surrender® will mean one thing ; most likely the

victors would do business with, wake minor concessions, and eveun
protect such a government. But with a proletarian government the

tera "unconGitional surrender' will wean the most rash conquest

end extermination of the militants, complete elimination of ev-

Ery V&Stl)u of prolstarian power. :

"Unconditional Surrender" is an sbstract teru whose content will

be filled by the class struggle ana the class neeas of the im-
rerialists ~- just as Leconu Front is. filled with such content. . C
shoula the aanger of victorious Kevolution (danger to capitalism)
increase, then we may evsn witness an armietics or a truce and

& woric-wiae unity of the opposing powers directed exclusively

against the world proletariat. It nappened thus after the First

world War ; it way - and probably will - happen agiain, either

c¢uring or after this war. :

sbove everything else the Imperialists recognize class solidarity
- thé soliGarity of the robber brizands, of international cap-
italism agaiist international preletarian Revolution. The prol=- ¢
etariat must zuin an even higher consciousness of solidarity :
with the rest of. tie oppresseda in other nations.

' 1v
THp SOVInT UNION
In the complicated fabric of world relationships, the role of
the Soviet Union is and will continve to be ot decisive import=-

ance. ruesia continues to play a dual role - a progressive ins-
truwent (a Workers State), with a reactionary leadership.

The nationaliest policy of the Stalinist leadership has forced
the country tc make two more iwportant steps backward, giving
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up of co-cducation and relegating the woman back to her capital-
ist dowestic slavery, and the new recognition of the Qrthodox
Church. These are indications that Stalinism is shifting its
sccial base stiil further to ths right. The pressure of world
capitalis:@ on the one hana, and the disillusionment of the mas-
ses on the other, forces it to broaden its social base by uaking
conceesions to the capitalist element within Russia.

Lespite all the victories in the military field the Stalinist
position within the Soviet Union is not strong. Otherwise such
concessions would not be made. kven the "criticism" of the Al-
lies for their failure to launch a "real" second front is an
indication that the masses are considerably dissatisfied with
the Stalinist foreign policy, are growing weary of dying and
suffering for the alliance with the Allied imperialists. Stalin-
ist nationalism is exacting its price from the Rusgian prolet-
ariat and the result is a greater cleavage in the population,
with the base of the burocracy being constantly narrowed.

Within the Red Arwy, Jjust as within the regt of the Soviet
structura, this cleavaqe is growing. Contact with an active Rev-
olution somewhere in Furope (perhaps in the Balkans, or Germany)
will bring this situation to a boiling point, with the rank and
file consolidating to imueaiately give aid to the Revolution,
ana small cliques of Ltalinists and pro-capitalist elements con-
goliceting at the opposite pole to fight not only the Revolution
abroad, but also to begin the counter-revolution at home, the
resgstatlishient of capitalism. Unlike the capitalist armiec,
however, the tendency in the Rea Aramy will be not to disinte-
grate, but to consoliaate, at the first contact with Social Rev-
oluticn. Stalinism as a bonapartist regiume is being pressed both
from the right and the left. The day is soon coming when the

~issue must be resolved ; Stalinism is entering its 1871 — either

a political Revolution will re-establish full democracy and el-
iminate Soviet nationalism, or the counter-revolution will im-
rose capitalisw once again.

That is.basic. Within its framework, however, Stalinism does
continue to function, and it continues to function by the old
wethods of power politics and bourgeois alliances. The present
tailk of "separate peace" is part of this general proceeaure. The
building of a "Free German" movemsnt on Rucsian soil, as well as
the building of a Polish Arwy, under Soviet control, are both
measures of defense against an inevitable attack by her erst-
wnile "allies".

Separate peace, however, at the present moment and between the
Stalin and the Hitler regimes is sxcluded. Stalinism could not
conclude such a peace on the basis of present frontiers and
Hitler could not conclude it on the basis of 1938 frontiers.
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Neither could compromise because of the volatile internal situa-
tions. What advantage woula there bs to Stalin to agree to peace
on present frontiers ? That would only make the task of the imp-
erialist victors so many hundrec wiles closer. iditlerism, on the
other hand, would certainly face Revolution at home if its main
antagonist were to be given so generous a peace as restoration
of the 1938 borders. Comprouise between the two different states,
involved as they are at present, is out of the question. The
battlie will have to be fought out to different ends.

There is a slight possibility, of course, that Stalinism will
neke peacs with a liberal German state — should Germany have a
Kevolution and should a liberal government be placed at its head
tc check that Revolution. In such a cese, however, it would be

a thousand.tiwmes imore likely that a "separate" peace would ex-
clude the Soviet Lhnion, would be between Germany and the Allies.
It is only on.a slim possibility.that:Stalinism opperates today -~
the possibility that the Allies will continue to be hard and
refuse anything but complete capitulation, thus giving Stalinism
another hope to aivide the imperialists. But such possibilities
are very slight indeed.

Felations between nations have proceeded in these last few
vears, with aiplomacy being replacea by military force. Ve are
now reaching the stage where both power politice and military
force will be secondary factores ; and history will occur on the
basis of the RELATIONS BETWEEN CLASSES, the clags struggle and
civil war. all other weapons will be futile. The imperialists -
botlx allied ana axis - are much more understancing of this fact
than the all-wise Stalin. They are at least thinking in terms of
"civil war", rather .than just diplomacy or military. But Stalin
is playing a losingz card - ana sooner than is generally anticip-
sted. Withh the victories of the Soviet Union most people feel
that the regiue is now stronger than ever. That is untrue.

Victories have brought out now fissures and deepened the old
fissures in the Coviet regime. Just as at the outset of the war,
however, when few people could recognize these fissures in the

capitalist world, so today few people can see them in the Warped -

Workers State. Sut they sre there and they will manifest them—
selves quite convincingly before long. We hope and expect that
when the pot bolls over the proletariat of Russia, aided by the
proletariat elsewiere, will be able to restore democracy and
Internationralist policy in the Wworkers State, and extend the
October EKevolution.

v
THE UNITED STATES

'S0 wuch for the situation abroad. Here in the United States
reigns the wost powerful capitalist regiwme of all, and it is a
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thoroughtly class conscious capitalist government which is prep-
ared to prop up every other bourgeois regime, large or small, in
order to preserve an american-dominated world capitalist order.
To the average man on the street America looks strong and impos-
ing, far stronger and far more imposing than ever. Its factories
wachines, planes, transportation, and econowmy is no match for
any other power. In fact american production almost equals that
of the rest of the world combkined.

3ut underneath the surface american capitalisa is cancerous. Its
very strength is ite greatest weakness. The greater its product-
ivity the wore idle wen, idle capital, and idle machines will it
nhave to account for after the war. Just as its proauction of
wachines of death is greater today than that of any other power,
go will its "aead proauction" be greater than that of its coup-
etitors in a few years from now (aespite the lies and demagogy
dished ocut by Wallace end Willkie). Americaen economy is doomed
to gigentic retrenchment and crisis.

In the political sphere, too, however the molecular processes
are going on. The American worker and poor section of the mid-
Gle class supports the war today because they think it is a

"war against Fascism". But disillusiomuwent is growing. What kind
of "damocracy" is it that freezes wages, freezes jobs, makes
ceals with Fascists and sewi-Fascists, lowers the standards of
living, conwcuesg Jom Crowism and lynchings of Negro soldiers ?
American capitalism MUST tell the working class about a "gloriousd
future at the same time that it takes away rights and privileges
in the precent. The conflict is creating doubts in the minds of
the Awerican workers.

militarization of civilian life is having profound effects. We
hear wore anu more often ~ anc not only in civilian life -
"what are we fighting for" ? Tne saue wolecular procecsses which,
after four vears, have brought Revolution to murope and asia
will bring it to Auwerica, and most likely sooner. #ach Revol-
ution in rsurope weakeng the internal fabric of american capital-
isw ; and the fabric i8 alreaay very weak. :

A great cleavage exists between two major sections of the Am-sr-
ican bourgeoisie - the "internationalists" and the nationalists.
ihe aisagreeients cover not only alliances with foreign powers,
but how to deal with the proletariat at home. A great cleavage
existe and is growing between the labor "leaders" (fakers) and
the masses in the Unions and out. We have ceen some of it during
the .iners strike. We are seeing the spirit of resentwment amongst
tne auto workers ana we will no doubt see more of it at the Auto
Workers Convention.
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Revolution abroad will hasten these processes. The movement will
not be without its zig-zags. Very likely victory of a Revolution
in murope or asia, or an attack by the allies against the Soviet
Union will bring severe repressions here in the Unitea States,
illegalization of workers! papers, arrests,; trials, etc. After
the last war and after the Russian Revolutlon we haa the Paluer
raids anda repressions. .

But we also had the strikes on the west coast, and a Soviet in
Washington. We shall have those things again, but more so. Amer-
ican capitalisw is eicker than it has ever been: The colossus of
world capitalisu when it totters will bring the rest of capital-
isw down with it. '

We repeat — the .olecular proceseces that will lay'nmerlcan cap-
italisu asunder are already well aavanced. The missing link is
only in the political srena, the necessity for the Awmerican
proletariat, as well as the workers in other countries to build
New Coumunist rarties, sections of a New World Fourth Communist
International. '

September 5, 1943.

(ditor's note : This doocument is a summary of & report made at
the fiftecntih-plenuwa of the central committee of the Revolution-
ary workers League, U.&. In many respects it is necessarily in-
coupiete. But it is roundea out in a series of other documents,
primarily the docuwent on Germany in the QOctober INTERNATIONAL
LEWS, the document on Unconaitional Surrender in the Cetober
FIGATING WORKmR, the maniféeto on Italy published in the Septenm-
ber FIGHTING WORKmR, and an article on Separate Feace in the
Cctober issue of the FIGHTING WORKER. All of these documents
wer2 considered part of the present report).

)J.

.-Q},e P
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GeaNIFEETC OF THE IWHEFH&TIONAU CONTACT COMMISSION
FOR A& fOURTH ’\(:v:,d“‘l\"sm‘ INTERVATIONASL G THE
OCCASICK OF UHI MWELIY-SIXVH ANWLVERSARY

-OF TIE “;SRJVIK R LWCLUTION.

TO THE FROL&STARIAT OF ALL COUNTRIES !

TO [HE OPPRESSED COLONIAL PEOPLE 1

TO THE RiD ARMY ! o |

TO THE SOLDIERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE LINE !

Twenty six years ago, Novewmber 7, 1917, the workers of Russia,
leading behind them the vast masses of the peasantry, and under
the leadersiip of the Bolshevix Party, took power and establish-
ed a VWorkers Council or Soviet government.

What were the first acte of this governuent ? The ex prOpriation
of the capitalists, %ie . decreeing of workers control of produc-
tion, the confiscation of the lanas Of the Czaxr, the ncbility,
the cuvreot &na their utilizetion by the pzasesanlry. and, above
all, srrccais and pcsitive steps to the ending of the war that
had &lreaay devoured millions of the flowey of the to')ing nas-
ges. Peace ! Bread ! Jand"! an end to expiloitation and war |
These vere tne slogang that brought the soviets to power. These
were the slogans thet enabled the Soviet Gevernment to defeat
the whols world tecause these were not "Russian® slogans, but
slogans that found a responce in the hearts and brains of work-
ers the world over. : :

and thé Russian Revolution was the beginning of the end of the
imperialist war. Just a little over a year later Cerwen imperial-
ism cracked. The so-calleu M"infection of Bolshevisu' spread from
couniry %o ccuniry. The whole capitalict werld laurched aa at-
tack upon tke workers' state. th‘ohill, x*lsont Mannciheam,
Row\“”\ag, were unitec in an attespt to swmesh ihe worxkers' chal-
lenge to losses’ exploitation ané war. Bub alsc united, though
notv sufficiently for decieive triuwmph, wsre the toilers. The aid
ci tue workers on a world-wide scale enabied the soviets to em—
erge viciovious froa assault frcw without and nounter-revolution
frow witinnne The British troops matinisd and refused to fight.
The U.5. army in 3iberia dia likewiee and nzd to be shipped home,
and vwiithous the carrving out of tie rureavened punishments. The
French glack Sea Fleet revolted. Net be acting as a tail to one
or another rival iwperialist power, but by realizing that the
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fight of the Soviets was part of the world-wide fight of the
proletariat, and acting on that, did the Soviet Government sur-
vive. , .

The bosses, the Churchills, the Wilsons, the Tanakas, were not
strong enough to crush the workers' state. But, due partly to
the treachery of the social democrats and to the weakness of the
revolutionists, the capitalists were able to stifle the first
wave of proletarian revolts that stemmed from the war ana the
Russian revolution. The result is known. Upon the basis of this
uncertain stabilization there grew up the forces for a new imp-
erialist war. and within the Soviet Union there grew also the
forces that have led to the degeneration of the workers' state.
Only when these two parallel conditions had continued for & long
times were the capitalists able to once more attempt to solve
their problems through another iwmperialist war.

Today the whole world is in the throes of war. The "mystic union
of blocd and soil" prated about by the Nazi crackbrains has bec-
ome an awful reality. surope, Asia, Africa, are soaked with the
blood of the aead and the wounded. Starvation and pestilence,
homelessness ana slavery are the lot of those at "home". What

is the lot of the masses ? Standing in queues after long hours
of toil to get scraps. Sleepless waiting for bombs. And for

what ? With the exception of the Soviet Union, to determine what
robber gang is going to exploit the whole world. Go ahead and
fight, German workers, so that more Himmlers may perpetrate .nore
Lidices | Go ahead and fight, British and Indian workers, so
that wore Uyers may kill more thousands at more amritsars, so
that more social dewmocrat "Labor" siclonalds may put over more
cuts on textile workers in mnglend and bowb more Indian peasants!
Go ahead @nda fight, workers of the USA, so that when you return
you mey agsin be shot down on bonus mzarches by that butcher of
women and chilaren, Louglas sacarthur ¢ Fight, all of you, so
that your "blooa and sweat and tears" may fertilize the rich
profits of the Morgans, the Rockefellers, the Krupps, the .aitsuis
and Wisubishis. Behind all the lying facade of "four freedoms",
"blood and soil®*, "aAsia for the asiatics" and the other shibbol-
eths of the various sections of the world bourgeoisie is the
ghastly reality of the modern alchemy that turns the -blood of the
workers into the gold of the finance capitalists.

German Workers ! Hitler and his smirking ape Goebbels tell you

of the "revolt against the pluto-democracy", carried out by Nat-
ional Socialism. Look at conditions anywhere. Who is bearing the
burdens of this war and who is getting the benefits ? You, German
worker, do you get the good food, the luxurious apartment, the
fine clothing ? You know what the answer is. You know it is the
srupps, the Goerings, and their lackeys, the Leys and such scum-
that profit from this holocaust and that would make all of you

-

1
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literal slaves if they,dould. Remember Liebknecht and Luxemburg !

The way of Spartacus is the way to freedom { You have experienc-
et .in the last quarter of a century the "blessings" of bcth dem-~
ocracy and Fascism. You know that both are forms of rule of the
boeses. This time no Hindenburgs or Hitlers or sberts o Stalin-
ict stooguw. "For Soviet Gerwany | ana Soviet Gerwany means Soviet
surope | Geruan soldiers ShOth aesert, but desert en mascse end
with a revolutionary Dwovram "and under revolutionary committees

AP}ectPa by vourselves.

Workers of the USA ! In the last year ycu‘haVe seen how all the

, boss forces, and all their lackeys, first and foremost the Stal-

inists, united against the miners. You have seen the flag raised
over mine tlpples ta safeguard the sacred rights of mineowners!'
profits. Already you have seen a sample of the "post war® broth-

_erly love of the bosses for ths workers: Rising prices, taxes
that are stolen out of your pay checks before you have a chance

to see the money, all this asgainst a background of the steadily
increaging wealth 6f the bankers, .the factory owners, the muni-~
tion mskers. With whom do those sterling democrats, Roasevelt,
and Willkie, &nd Hull associate ? With the Darlans, the Badoglios
the Francog, th¢ Peyroutins. Is it for this, eolaler of the USa,
that you are willing to be meimed in africa or Italy or the .

,uouth Pacific ? Are you willing to shed your blood so that AMGOT

may roplace Fageist regimes in Italy with~----Fascist regimes ?

Workers of kngland } Worksrs of Japan i What have been the fruits
of empire to you ? Not even the cruubs of empire for you how.
India brings a billion pounds a year to the City, but what has

it brought to you, British worker ? Winston Churchill tells you
that you .ist fight so that India may be preserved for the crown.
Lown with this representdtive of Threadneedle Street ! and down
too with his lackeys, these Cripps and Bevins, these flunkeys

who scour the world to ao the dirty work of the bankers, work
Lh)t uhe bankers could not do theuselves. : :

Is there a way out ? Yes, there is. Not only do we of the Inter-
national Cantact Coxmission say so, but the events show that we
are right. Last year India. This year JItaly. How was the ouster .
of mussolini forced? By the action of the umasses, by strikes, by
demonstratiohs, by the growing realization of the Italian masses
that the main enemy is at home. The first step has been taken.

- But by itself, Italian workers, that is by no means enough. You

have alrsady ssen that Italy has become the theater of war and

~that not following up the first step has just meant that you
‘are in the center of fire of Nazis and democrats. For Soviet

Italv ! vown with Hitler ! Lown with Bedoglio ! Down with AMGOT i

what is our ﬂrOﬂram ?7 A very 31mple one, workers, soldiers,
toilers, oppressed colonials ! Stop snhooting each other, you
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soldiers in the imperialist armies ! Fraternize ! Swap food and
tobesco ! Talk to each other and you will find that the problems
of the man you have beéen trained to shoot are your problems i
Form joint committees to join with the workers at home to take
over power and put an end to the war ! If your officers try to

stop you and make vou soldiers shoot each other, arrest them !

Workers in the iamperialist countries | Do not let the bosses use
the war as an excuse to take away cur hard won gains 1 Build
your unions and clean out those rats who want to make the unions
part of the war muchinery of the bosses ! Strike ! Come out in
the streets and demonstrate against the war | We are many, they
are few, and once we stop fighting each other, they are doomed !
- Let's Tignht our own war, the war of the oppressed against the
oprresscr, the war of the starved against the well-fed ! If you
wunt to put @n end to this wear, revolt ! If you don't then real-
ize thut slready the representatives of the boss class are talk-
ing about the third world war !

Workers of the Soviet Union ! Soldiers of the Red Army ! Now is
yovr chance. Guns are in your hand. The Stalinists, the agents
first of Hitler, then of Roosevelt, the slavearivers of the
working class, arc¢ daily pbeiraying you to world imperialism in
oraer to save their own privileged places. Form your:new Commun-
ist purty | Revive the CToviets and make them once more the Sov-
iets oi October ! Revive workers! dewmocracy in the arwmy ! Kick
out Stalin and his gang uown with nationalismm ¢ Long llve the
internationalisa of OObOb !

Today in the fifth year of the war we must all go back to the
fundawental principles that lea to victiory twenty six years ago.
Venguard workers, unite, ané affiliate to the ICC ! Unite no
matter how emall your numbers are. Unite on the basis of the
inmediate fight for revolution against &1l the slogans of capit-
alisu, whether they be "blood ana soil", "return to Weimar®,
"four freedoms", or the more subtle slogans, esuch as™or a Labor
Party" or "for a democratic republic in Germany® through the lat-
egt Stalinist comiittee of Junkers, generals, bourgeoisie, and
seasoned ctalinist bureaucratic betrayers of the workers. The
lessong of ti.e luct twenty six years prove that the only altern-
ative to curitalict wer is proleterian revolution !

Toilers of the oprresced colonial countries ! Now is vour oppor-
tunity | While tie imperialist beasts gnash at each other, rise !
Cast asiae the Gandhis ana the Chiang-kai-Sheks, the Nehrus, and
the 3oses ! Foruw Wiorkers Councils and Peasant Committeesgs ! Seize
the land ! Drive the imperialists into the sea | Establish your
own Workers Council governuents that will join with the rising
workers of the 1mrer1a¢1st countries and put an end to the sub-
jugation of the asiatic, the african, the South Awmerican people !
Put no conficence in your native bosses !

e
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Workers of the world | Unite ! Unite in the factories ! Unite on
the battlefields ! Unite in the streets ! Take the guns they
have given you and use them to win your own freedom ! Unite in
refusing to pay taxes for tiilis slaughter | Unite in forming
councils of workcrs, of solaiers, of poor farmers ! Unite ana
establish your own international party, cleansed of nationalists,
of Stalinists, of centrist confusers ! Unite now ! Let not an-
other year of slaughter ana exploitation pass | Unite for world
revolution, for putting an end to tne exploitation of man by

man § Unite for takingover the world for those who toil t Unite
for the World October: !

International Comtact Commission
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