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WILL THE LABOR PARTY HELP THi WORKERS ?

Comiron sense tells the workers.that they should not support
something unless they obtain. some benefits frowm it. And in all
too many cases they are penny—w@se‘and pound fecolish,; because
they give up their class interest for some small opportunist
poncesgiorn that is washed out before they gain by it. This is
not the case with the Labor Party. fven common sense doesg not
- reveal any immediate gains for the. individual by his support of
~ the Labor-Pa?%&a - ' ‘ : - '
It is not' the ordinary worker who agitates for the Labor Party.
The driving force for the. Labor Party comes.from_half—baked'ra*
dicals, the reformists and centrists, the opportunists wha take
the path of least resistance. Those who want to be "radical" but
at the same time want to be "safe" and sane. ' v :
From a class point of view the Labor Party. will not be of bene-
fit to the working class. Rather, the Labor Party in the United
States will be a hinderance and a power to hold the worker in
check .frowm his own class solutions. It will be a stumbling bloc
against further class advéncements -on the elementary economic .=
field as well as on the broad political field.. Let.us analyse
the question of. the Labor Farty and see what it really ig and
what it really does. : o ‘ .

WILL THE LABOR PARTY GROW ?

If capitalism is in decay and -the Labor Party will not grow we
should not even waste tiwe discussing it. But that 1is not the
case. Capitalism is in decay, but it does not follow that the
Labor, Party will not grow. It does follow that the Labor Party
will not have a long period of historical development =2s it had
in Europe. In the past, with the development of ‘capitalism, the
.growth of the Labor Party had a material base in the form of
small concessions to taé working class as réforms which en ex-
panding mode of proauction could give. But this economic perioc

* is over. and mith it the real econouwic concessions to the class
are likewise over. But in spite of~this there will be a growth
of the Labor Party. Its foundation will not be firmly entrenched
in the economic structure, but even 'so it will be just as deadly .
in 'its effects againgt the working class. . . : ' L

. . . 5

S

The Labor Party will have a twilight growth, -a mushroom growth .-
._of“short duration. Its foundatioh will reet in the pressure of
-~ 7the working class against the system of exploitation. To the: .
., degree that the class struggles develop, to the degree that the

-4
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old forms of control of the exp101ted break down, to that degree

NEW forms of control of the class will have to be built And it

f is mmch better to allow the exploited to build their own prison

pens, ‘just as the Fascists allow the condemned to dig their own
.graves: Let them (and help them) build Labor Parties which will
cannalize the class struggle into safe’ parliamentary channels
away from the p01nt of production.

“We do not contradict ourselves whern we add that to the degree
_that the class struggle develops to that degree REFORMS will. be
. granted through'the Labor Party in some cases, and as long as
possible through the BOURGEOQIS reformist channels. These con-
cessions are not based upon an expanding mode of production.
- These kind of concessions are based upon the fear of the. prole-

tarian revolution and the policy of the exploiters ; that it 'is.

~cheaper to give a few crumbs tha +to give up the right of private'

property -- give a few crumbs until we have lulled the workers'
‘to. sleep <— to enable the’ reactionary, and fascist W1ng of the
exp101ters to finish the JOb-

WHAT WILL THE LABOR PARTY LOOK LIKE ?

In the pdst We have hed the outstanding model and example, of a
'stage of development, fepresented by the Farmer ‘Labor Party of

" Minnesota. Today, after the depressibh of the 30'sg we have the
next stage of development, the American. Labor Party of New York.
The former represented the agrarian reforms with a labor al-
‘liance -; while the latter represénts a trade union domination -
‘under’ the control of.liberal and radical capitalist elements )
with the farmer as thé ally. Between these two different forms
~ will be a variety of other forms throughout the 48 states. In

- some states where the election laws are difficult to hurdle,

the Labor Party .will have to use the state machinery of other

.parties, such as the Socialists, the Independents, the Townsend
structure,,eto.. _

In all states there W1ll be both 1nd1v1dual and collective memr
bership. But on & national scale the collective membership of
the trade unions Wwill domtnate 1ts organizational forms.

EUROPLAN AND AMERICAN FORMS

_The new: recruits to Trotskyism, who have not taken time to check
on the ‘historical development of ‘the Labor Parties in Europe and
America tell us that in Awmerica the Labor Party will take on .
progressive forms and will not-evolve through the mess that de--

-in Burope. and that the Labor Party in America will be
diff r nt from the developments in nurope.
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\Yes, the Labor Party in the.United States will be different, as

compared to the Labor Parties of Burope, both in form and orga—.;'

nizational structure, but in CLAob CONTENT THERE WILL BE' NO
LIFFERANCE .

In nurope .the political parties of the’ working class took on
two different roads of development, such as the Labor Party of -
England with its collective trade union base, and: the socialrst
party as an aducational parallel structure’ while in Germany e
and other places it developed on the basis of individual member-
. ship and. branches, such as the Social-Democratic Party. But it
fiust be clearly understood that although different in form and
structure the trade unions of Germany were the real foundation
and’ support of "the political party. And even more important, 1t
wag not the political leaders of the party, that. controlled thg
trade uniohs -- it was the trade union leaders who. controlled ?“
~the political party. In’ this latter respect, when we speak of .
control, the present tW111ght development 'in United Stated will

-aleso reveal the trade union burocrats controlling the Labor
Party : :

WHAT KIND OF A PARTY 18 THE LABOR PARTY ?

Tihen we speak of the tradé vnion leaders as the group that con—'
trols the political party we are using the word control to mean
~the control of. the structure, the apparatus and the conventions.j
This does not equal the term -dowmination or whose class: interest
it serves. The organizational structure is more important than
the form, bGt organizational structure and form do nrot exhaust-
the oroblem until we settle the more important question of con—
tent. Form, organizational structure and content are parts. of . »
~one problem. And these aspects of the problem.cannot mechanical— a
ly be separated. But organizational structure in itself does

not settle -the question of content. For example, we agree that _____ Azth'

the industrial structwre is superior to the.craft structure in
trade- unions, but this organizational structure, although very
“importe&nt, does not ﬁettle or exhaust the problem of content.
.The craft a.F. of L. unions are class collaborationist and so.

aré the C.I1.0. Industrial uniong. Both are 5001al-patriotic in
’ the'present imperialist war.

' This same ;roblem of content confronts us in the question of IS
the Labor Farty, no matter what its FORwi OR ORGANIZATIONAL STRUC—
TURE may be. kven though the collective membership ‘of trade -

union-affiliiatioi gives the centrists a bigger and free pond
to SWlm 1n. ' :

ERR

The Trade Union leaders who often dominate the Labor Party do 0

'p_ play an 1ndependent role in the Lebor Party and a- subordinated
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role in-the Unions. In the Unions the Laber -Leaders (who are
0ot warxists or class struggle eleuent) are AGENTS OF THE
CAPITALISTS WITHIN Tris WORKeRS' RANIS. This is true -even if .
they are not conscious agents. and even the class struggle
element, who do not fina their way to sfarxism, sooner or later

. in critical situations cepitulats to the pressure of the éxploit-—

_ers power.

‘Iherefore, as agents of the eXploitefs?ﬁi%£ﬁ6£1y iﬁ5%ﬂ5ﬁ%?Ha5{%
~uhions but also in the Labor Party, this political party, even
though UQwINATHD by trade union leaters is CONTROLLsL aND S
SeRVES THE INTsRESTS OF 4 SECTION-OF THE LIBERAL EXPLOITERS.

-In other words the Liberal section of the Capitalists DOMINATES

its policy, ‘even though they may not directly control the
apparatus. | S ; rectly control tl

Lot us follow these class relations one more step. Every stud-
-ent of iwperialism knows that. in the present stage of capital-
ism it is the financier, the big imperialist, who has the real
control of the deéisive section of the state apparatus. In-.

thie situation if liberals are elected insteaa of,conservatives,A

the sg@efi%periglists.aominate;-even though the personell is
~ chenged. THL SaMB IS TRUs WITH THE LABOR FaRTY, no matter what
- its foru or strugture. T I -

Ip is well known to students of politics that the lower sec-
tions of the capitalists, and middle ciase elements, with
large masses of trade unionists : and agrarian masces pulled
along? no matter if the party be a'Labor Farty, or a Huey Long
reactionary Farty, be it Labor or Fascist —- that this leader-
._sglp once it takes over $tate power does not serve its middle
cizss interest. Instead its true color is then revealed. This
type of>a party serves the ' ' ' o

INLER=5T OF THs LOMINANT IMFsRIALISTS OF THE NaTION.

- 80 tOOIWith the Labor'Pafg&‘
| 4 Labor Party ic only A THIRD PARTY OF GAPITALTSH.

A Lebor Party can only serve the INTERESTS of thezbig capita1; ,
- 1sts of the nation. But we are told that if this is so,'why  ’

1_is it that the big capitalists oppose the Labor Party .? Why_do~*:_

they even oppose the New Deal and favor the reactio ‘ '

1A man T o N nary Repub-
- lican Party-? -If—you don't understand this simpleﬂprbb¥em §Ou
stlll have_mgch 1o learn about.politics. s o '

The big capitalists not only prefer the "de ic" meth
Ercttintad - bl 410 mo a 1}
Fh?]F&SClStS’ nethod becausy ? cratic® method %o

e it is cheaper in the long run,
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they hoi.dnly'préfer peaée to war, but they also Prefer’a safe
and sane conservative party to a liberal. party and a liberal

‘party is desired in relation to & labor party. But what the

big capitalists prefer and what they are forced to use because

'of conditions beyond their control are two different things.

%When the economic difficulties and the heightening class rela-

~ tions gét out of bounds they must, in order %o MAINTAIN THEIR-
 CONTROL OF THn FaCTORIwsS Al Ths $TaATE POWER, use those forms .

of state rule ana forms of political parties, etc., that re-
flect the clase pressure, more ana more to the left - until

" ‘they wear the workers out and prepare them through reformism

for a decisive defeat at the hanas of Fascjiswms :

1

' GHALL WE H4LP BUILD A LaBOR PARTY ? -~
Frow our standpoint it is obvious that_SihCe the'Laer Party is
& third capitalist Party we do not teke the lead in organizing.
a Labor Party, nor do we help others organize a Labor Party.

jarxists-do not organize reforuist, centrist or.capitalist.

perties. slarxists organize only ‘the PARTY THAT REPRESENTS THEf
INTeREST OF Tii, WORKING CLASG. _ : e -

There is another question that we must settle. Even 1if we are ..
opposed to building a Labor party, shall we work in the Labor
party if it is built ? This question is answered to the class
interest by pointing out that Marxists build their own party,
and carry on opponents work in other reformist and centrist -
parties of the working class. In the Labor Party we do the -
same thing. In ueny cases the union of which you are a member
affiliates. You now becowe a wmember of the Labor Party whether
you like it or not. As a member you carry on fraction work for’
the class struggle and against the Labor Party. Don't be a.
tactical blunderbus and abstractly come out against the Labor.

- Farty when you are doing fraction work in it. You do not sup-

port it, as this would be capitulation ; but you oppose it in’
the CQNCRﬁTE,'on policy to expose;its clase collaboration end
anti-working class acts. Those that you win over to. your posi-
tion you cun give. the "whole-hog".Furthermore, other members
of the slarxian Party on the outside come around to the Labor-
Farty and givé thew ‘tie "whole works". o g

‘ - STRUGGLE AT THz POINT OF FRODUCTION VS

' PARLIamENTARY ORPORTUNISH '

The reformists openly support the Labor Party as a good instru-"

went for themselves and for labor. The centrists, such as the

‘Trotskyites, have a different argument. At least those who

‘

) : . . P
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. came through the school of the Left .Opposition, who had the’
. benefit of its left wing that opposed the Labor Party, take a
. ~different position. In the Left Opposition the left wing was,
-~ “ 'strong enough to make the national committee oppose the Labor
' Party but was not strong enough to obtain a Marxian position |
. against the Labor Party at the conventions. The Cannon-sShacht-
“ man leadership would adopt resolutions.that included opposition
. to'a Labor Farty but not marxian opposition. For example, in
“the third period of the Stalinist regime the United States sec-
. tion came out against a Labor Party. They came out against a
- Labor Farty because:they said the revolution was around the '
‘corner ‘ant ‘there was no.time left for a Labor party to develop.
The Left Wing of the Left Opposition stated that to oppose the
.Labor Farty on this false position autoumetically left the door.
. -open for thé Stalinists tomorrow”to support a Labor Farty -
" when conditions would bring forth a Labor FParty. Even then when
- we opposed the Labor Party we stated that it WOULD have this -
yftwil}ght mess base in aAmerican capitalist history.

" These Trotskyite centrists secretly tell you, when you push
. them to the_wall, that they know the Labor Party is a third -
capitélist party and.they know that it will "most likely" be " .
led by agents of the exploiters, and they know -that it will be-
.tray the-workers -- but it is a place where the’masses are and
- 'wé 'must be there to win them over to “revolution". They say it
~is the umost fertile field to do "revolutionary" work. Let us -
‘take up this. argument for a minute. - | R

B  In §he'first;p1qce:you don't do "fevolutionary":wofk by advo-
. ~cation. the building of a third capitalist party. In the second
. place you doa't win workers to marxism by tail-ending their '

‘backwardness. ' You win workers to the class'struggle:and,Marxism‘_‘

by leading them into class battles on a correct independent
.4”cla§sn11ne, And thirdly,; you don't join a party just because

‘it has many workers. In many states in both the progressive SR

.. Republican wing-ana the progressive Democratic wing you can

find MASSES OF WORKERS. Do we conclude that we should join
-and build the Democratic .and Republican‘party in those areas ? -
You .say no. But there is no differencé’in content between . - -
joining & third capitalist party or & first or second capital-
ist party. Neither does the fact that some sections of the

Labor Party are based upon trade union affiliation make any 4if-"
ference in CONTENT. Opponents work, yes -- but not the Cannon-"

hachtuan policy of, FOR THE LABOR PARTY and FOR THE FARMER-

OR GOViRNiNT + - , : T N

us' take up an even more important question. Let us deal =

th the Labor Farty Clubs that Cannon wants to build in every - =

-t Mfat of the land".
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factory..On this premise of Cannon's, the Labor Party Clubs .
in each factory awuc the premise of the Revolutionery Workers
League, the left wing (SHOY, STEWARD GROUY) . in each factory, we
can sce the difrerencs between reformism and warxisim, class .

“collahoration and clags. struggle.

In a shop, factory, mine or mill the left wing group iust be
the real certer of clasgss acvion to take thé union out of the.
office ard bring it bzck in ihe factory. If the Shop Stewards
are to function fer .the class initeresgt they must he controlled
by the left wing SHOP.STEWARD #0VHLENT rather than the social-
patriotic war mongepsfgg;the'A,Fa of L. ahdi the CIO. -

Let us take an exumple df one militant worker who is slected
‘Shop Steward by his depertment and takes advice from the pro- -
gresgive group (Shop Steward Movemens) - Tnis progressive has a

headache every day ana usuaily for sie good he does his thanke
" js often a'kKick i tae face by some workers who are not class
- ¢conscious, and he. is . @iscriminated. against by the coupanys
" Every day he has to fight with the strawbosses, -the foreman:

and the managewent. Tne workers bring him their iroubles. One -

‘.does not get the rate he is entitled to. Another wag promised

‘a raise when hé learned the work and he is doing good work:but
6till he doesn'4t have any raise. A girl does equel work but .
‘dées not-zet edual pay. 4 worker was sant home” after punching -
in beceuss there is no work in his deportment, and. the company -

“does not want to. pay him 2 half day's pay [or coming to work. A

Negro worksr is not premoted yet ae hes sehority rights end is
gqualified. and a thonsend other grievances all the way from a

Crefusal Yo Luy more war tovds to the srallalist a*temph to speed-’

up the:workers. These are %ue pinute deteils cf the clacs
struggle at the pcia% of vroducwicn. The. shop sheward rust
fight thém on the job. with ths labor agsiis of ke Dosses; the
unioh officials, cn the uanion flgor, and in the left wing where
the workers are’ taught about the c¢epitalist system. . ‘

But the Shop Steward is a 1itt1e "weak" in.character. He puts

" up a good fight 2ad gets hell indirectly from the bueiness - =
agent. He is.discriminated againsti. Others who git back and do - o
"~ nothing get alil the good posts in the urion-and in the Plant. .. -

The company discriminates against him. His wife kicks because.

‘he always has a restanvant or sdloon o6r hall meeting'with'uhion,'“

- members over shop conditions. His spare tiuwe is taken up and he

‘sees no "rewards" while others teke life easy and live on the - -

"vHeyhasfa'"weak”'charactef;.hut;ﬁezis'still”firmly;dbhvinced3f;

- that:the class struggle is correct. He 1is honest and doesn't
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tlwavt to go back on, h1s fellow workers. In fact he can prove .
- that-he. was even offerad a straw-boss job when he was the Shop

ff*°+eward._ ne‘nanavement attempted to buy him off. And he refusss.

'lere 21l human belngs he often falls for the path of least res-
igvarine if his. "revolutionary” Leadership gives him the opening.
‘atd zhat is Juct what Carnon glves th se comrades.

1s:overs a maglc formulav How to be.a "revolutlonist“ and
ape ithe day to day hard grind of a. struggle at the point of

’:nxoauoslon. How vo be in good standlng w1th the manaaement and
=sthl be a l"revolu.tlon"=*t"

- He shlfts nls work from the Shop Steward movement to the Labor
Farty Club. To be sure, he remains a-member of the Shop Steward

S left wing, ‘and says there is no conflict. and he w1ll do WOrk
“,1n botn flelds.

.(:But FACTS: prove that step by step, he is TRANSFERING THE STHUG~
S GLE from the point of production to the parllamentary field. In

- the past he kept after grievances until they were settled. or
"1led to .a strike, but now he cannalizes them into the Labor rar-
ty. "Just weit —- we will elect representatives and change that

damn- law®. ®We will fix them." That is his line of reasoning.:

. The intelligent company’'representatives smile to themselves,

+ are happy to hear this, but usually act "frightened" £0 th

h_workers will continue to0 leave.them alone '‘at the point of . pro—'
vductlon andi fool around in parllamentary actlons.

THn lABOR F& Y AS THE UNIT By STATES FORM
L ‘ O” TIE PEOPLES FRONT

- Thé reoples Frout reached its hlghest forms in' France and Spail..

;ﬁIn these countries it was a bloc of the lefi capltallsts, the -
g;rauloal section, the trade union leaders, and their polltlcal
.-perties such as the Stalinists and Socialists and some. agrarian

rg'forces. In other words, the Stalinists, Socialists and-.liberal

.capitalists got together and brought with them all organlzatlons
~and forces they controlled. The more names ag affiliates they
could get the broader the. bloc seemed to be, the less of a bloc
it seemed to be and the more of an "impartial® united front. .
In both countries we are in a position to witness its full evol-
ution to staté power. and. in both cases these blocs served the
,1nterect ‘of ‘the dominant imperjalists. I the case of opaln it

wes the agency of- the “appeasement" natlons : ©ngland, France
‘and € tallnlsm. S _ : : C
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And now we may ask our Cannon—Shachtman Labor Partyltes H What
do. you think will be-the difference in-content (not in. form T
and- organizational structure} of the Labor. Party in the United
States that will heve the Amerioan- Lebor Party in New 'York,
the Farmeér-Labor Party in sdinnesote, the. Socialist Party in
‘other States, the Liberal Party in another; and: so on ? Will
this United States Labor Party be a bloc of the liberal capit-
“alists, the reformists, the centrists and ‘naturally the layers -
‘of the bourge01c—reformlst agents in_the trade unions who go -

~along wiih the liberals ? Yes it #%ill: 4nd in content it is the
sare and will play the samé hahgman's role ab the Peoples Front.
It will help pave the way for Fasclsm¢ Is that the klnd of par—
ty you want uO bulld T S : :

-Tne Trotskyltes ~'1ve the workers their choxce. They offer'them'
either a cheap commodlty, the Labor Party, or a "better" party,
the "revolutlon y" par ty.

'

L CAHNON LETS Tms. CAT ouT OF THE BAG:

In the lnternal Bullotln of the oannon group, in Volume five
. nuinber one, dated march 194%, Cannon says the following : “I
.. gan even .conceive of the ex1stence of two kinds of labor par-
ties for a- cortaiil time -- a labor party with. a revolutionary
prorran and g labor party with a. reformist program == whlch
woull angage in glection contests against each other.

Txere are two oueotlons 1nvolved in this reformlst quotatlon.

The theoretical question of a revolutlolary labor. party. and

.the labor palty in a rovolutlonarv s1tuat10n. v

cannon concéives of a thlrd capltallst party that is revolution—

ary. I suppose that this third capltallst revolutlonary party

will leefl the third revolution in kmerice ? Will this third -
revolutionary .labor party lead the revolution 13 completé the

bourgeois revolution which 1775 and 1864 failed to complete ?

or w1ll this revolutionary (third cap1ta11=t party) lead the,'u
Droletarlan Levolutlon 7 : . :

. .
. e

Cannon Uses the term."r volutlonary program" and then stops.

What ddes he mean by a revolutionary program. He claims he . is

.a wmarxist. And when iarxists speak of a. revolutionary progrem

.they wean a sorxian prograj. Marxists do not say first we : .

s pres ent a "revolutlonary program —— and then —- .then we: present :
a jiarxian program. This would be & fo m of” the Stalinlst two—f,7

s revol1tlon ccnc*nt. .

I
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No there can be no ‘third capitalist party,‘no-Labor Party with'

a revolutionary PROGRAM.

Now the secbnd question. What about'a‘labor’party in the periodV'

of revolutionary develecpments .? sost assuredly, when revolutioi-
- ary developments take place the reformist and centrist parties
take on revolutionary phraseology. Not only will the third cap-
italist party, the Labor Party, talk revolutionary but 'so will
the socialists, stalinists and other opportunigts. iost likely
,the BOURGEQIS reformists will TALK more revolutionary than the.
SOCIAL reformists. But there is an unbridgeable gulf between
~revolutionary phraseology and .talk and a revolutionary program,
"that is a SOLUTION OF THE CLASS INTERA&ST OF THE WORKERS.
Naturally Cannon goes into a party to capture it. He wants to
get rich quick, politically. But these bourgeois reformists
whipped along by the Stalinist Red Baiting will no doubt throw -
~out. the Trotskyites long before they even get!té first. base.
If'théy have a base in any city or state they will call a con--
vention and organize a Labor Party with a "revolutionary PRO-
GRAM" (??) that will "engagé in election contests" with the
“other labor party. : o o - S '

'As’ for the French turn, Trotsky1at least covered up his oppor-:

tunism-with political phrases. Not so with Cannon, he is "honest*

~and blunt, and to the point. He says the following in. the  same
internal bulletin on page 19 : "That is what is contemplated
in this proposal (Build the Labor Party,). Wie are going to
try, once again, to build our party -through another party. Ve
will be inside of it for a long duration, although.not in the

- same ‘technical and precisé way as in the other two maneuvers
This time there will be no fusion and no entry." o

In other words, the unification of the Left Opposition and the
_American Workers Party (fusion) and the liquidation ‘into the
Socialist Party (entry) were merely two other maneuvers of a .
- different TmCHNICAL nature. Cannon's orientation is not INDEP-
ENDENT CLASS ACTION, not the leadership of the political and
organizational. independent revolutionary Marxiaen organization.
On the contrery, it is the opposition orientation, first (and
© still) an.anti-Stalinist orientation, and then through differ- -
-ent organizational forms an opposition in other parties. In
. uarxian organizational problems we must have an ANTICAPITALIST,
- FROCOMMUNIST ORIBNTATION. Opposition to this or that reformist
‘party or this or this or that group of labor agents in our .
- ignks is auxiliary ana subordinated to this general orienta-.
““tion. : : : L - o
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" our opPOrtunist_ffiends of a centrist tinge have all kinds of

argiments as to the Féasonhs necessary 1o help build-a~Labo
Pa%ty. But those who openly admit it is & third capitalist

" party, and unlike Cannon who claims the labor party can have a

i a e the following
revolutionary prograam, these people”must answer LI _ :
questions. bince this’support;of the Labqr-?arty_ls given, not.
in the Géveloping.stage of capitalism, but in the decay staged,,
not in a period of - long peaceful developments, but in a perio

of IMPERIALIST WaR and revolutions ; what do you say to thg »

—

question of UNITY with'the oppqrtunists.?

}The prograul of'bﬁilding a Labor: ifarty, of working in-a Labot-

Party, ‘is political and_organizational Support;to'the-third'

~capitalist party.

This is what-Lenin'said about thisfquestion_in the#first_imper-
ialist war ¢ o . ' _ .

VUnity witt opportunists i 111 he workefszith”’
*jnity with the opportunists 1s an al}lapce of the : ,
‘"theig“'national bouwgeoisie and a split 1In the international.

i i ¥ [ ’ the inadmis-
revolutionary working class,... TQe wqr_hgs prgven_ . :
sibility of this combination IN THs FUTURS." (uiy emphasis) To

“Keep united with the opportunists at the present tiwe means

precticaily to -subject the working class ‘to "its" bourgeoisie,

and for the struggle for the privileges of a great nation ; at

_the same time it means splitting the revolutionary proletarig§1
of all countries."’ , L ‘ :

Yes the Labor rarty is political,and'organizationalvUNITY with . =

: ‘s an allia ith pitalist class
the opportunists. It is an-alliance with the cap}talls__ L )
Et,i%ggn aliiance against the working class. It is sp11t$;ng ,
the ranks of the working class. Such is the policy of the Labor
Party. Such is the policy of Cannon and Shachtman and their .two
centrist swamps. | . o , _

WHAT WILL Bi THE ROLE OF TES LABOR PARTY AND ITS GOVERNMENT.

The Labor  Party can oaly play a reformist role, as ggents of-
iwperialism waen the class struggles develop to a hlgher_level.h
and will no longer allow the.exploiters! rule in the old forms.-
The Labor Farty Clubs will direct the class strqgg}e away-from_,

" the point of production to the class'collaboratlonlstkBarllamr;.'

entary field.

’ ! .
If i% reaches the stage of state power, as in lurope, it will .
play the seme role as MacDonald, Scheidewmann, Blum, Caballgro

I

-

{0 wuxe an alliance. with it. for the oppression of other nations' 

~
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Lplayed in thenr respectlve countrles. It w1ll repeat on a larger'

scale all of the class collaboration deeds that sudh a art
_plays leaalng up to state power. P Y

hb WORK b IN LR&QT Vu TH. LABOR PARTY.

;jmarx1sts must not Just abstractly oppose ‘the Labor Part The |
:“must show . somiething wore effective in its place. True tgey v

"f nusty expose the Labor rarty:- and 1ts leaders and its program.

. Toaay we counterpose the Shop. Steward organization i S
.sstruggle at the point of proauctlon in e%ery plant vg zhgsLa—
~'bor Party Clubs. The: Revolutionary Workers. League. directly .
eﬁthrough its own members, and in the proper distribution of its
~.o¥n literature presents the organization of a revolutionary
;Marx1an Party in the United. States vs the Labor Party.

‘July 'l 1043,

.....,/S'_
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THE CON\ING REVOLUTlON IN. GERMANY

_perlallst wars ‘and c001al revolutlons are ‘two 1ntegral parts of
caplt list deoay. Imper1a11c+ ware breed gocial revolutions Just
as economlc rerises breed: 1umerlallst wars. One can in fact s1mp11—
fy'the quectlon and state that the exp101tat10n of man by man

"(1nstead of uax's CCLLACTIVu ezplomtatlon of nature) 1nev1tab1y

eads tO economnc C?l'l\.q S, VIB.I‘S and- I‘GVOl\lthl’lS-

-Lhe present 1mpel1a11=t war 1is runnlng true %o formJ The gigantlc
‘¢lass events inlindia are not belittled by the distance nor the .
Stight cencc"5h1p . idor are the Italian events that removed MuSSOllnl
_,,the end - thev are but a beginning. Bigwigs who defend American
o mighty try to expiain the Italieaa: revolution as a.result of the.
‘pressure of the Unwted Netion's. a"m"es. But that is only partly
‘tru Internal decay of Italian capitelism plus the defeats in

thlopla and ‘other parts of Africa facilitated the class struggle

‘within Italy. In tiwe these internal social upheavals played a
“fde01a1ng role in the’ v1ctor1e cof tne Allied armies in Sicilye. .-
~Just as ‘similar conditions in Franee made possible the North Afric-
‘an ‘American caumpalgn: and similar events that flowed out of this. .
_maturlng revolutionary ‘developme nts are the ba31s -of the milit&ry,'
‘{etratevy of poth 1mner1allst Camps. : S

Z'j TH nATmNbION OF THL '0CTOBER RuVOLUTION

x;,Th role of the ned AYWY and: the fate of the Sov1et Unlon thus _
- becomes:‘the question of the day,. because ag a Workers: 6tate (warp-
oed thouﬂh it ray be) it renresents the main pole of antaaonlsm for
the. 1mper1allsts. The extension of 4he October Revolution. was the
,glkev guestion and IS :the key - question in vhe. present 1mper1allst
~~war. The. Soviet Unica and ivs fate therefcore holas the key pos1t-
“ion, militarily, geogranhlcally, socially and economically in the
“1pre°ent war plans and noet war peace plans of all powers.

;'Next to the oov1et Unlon however the mo t 1mportant questlon 1n'
ﬁﬁGermany. ' . _ ‘ L,

THu GuRMhN RhVOLUilON

Any,revolutlon in Eerpe, including counterurevolutlonary restor-
apitalism in Russia, or a polltlcal revolution to:r
h Worker's. democracy CaNNOT bypass Gerigany. Any revolut
~is.bound up with social -charges in Germany., '
vcomlng revolutlon in Germany 1is to understand the ‘comin
1nclud1ng the present Itallan revolut on




-

prison- camps throughout EurOpe, the - flve million Luropean wage L
es brought into Germany, And the war destruction, has laid the
uindation for such a rapid tempo once it gets started. Fascism

negatively tisd the’sconony together, and hes 'Anternexaonal—.tﬂ'

ized¥ tae puropean worsing class through slave iethoés. This con
be untied in a posiiive sense only through the socialization of

‘Buropean- econouny, the establlshment of the Unlted 80c1allst Soviet
vRepubllcs of uurope. : :

THA THMPO OF RuVOLUTION

_mvente are mov1ng so fast that we may forget the glgantlc events
+'this. war hes let loose from the very first day of its destruction.
“In the last war it *ook almost three yeares for the weak lirk of
capitalism to break. In the Tiret. coupre of years of the war lit-
‘tle real signs of unrest could be seern and tne Jmpendlng revolut-.
“ion-lcokzd like a dream. But the 1i‘eurmar:,r revolution in Russia
dlspelled any such dreans, and let loose a ‘whole: séries of upneav-
‘als. Sowe people may arvue that this wa”'s teupo is slower because
‘we den't yet have -gugh an event as Russia. But such reasoning is
“false. The. dynamics ere different because the events are more gig=
_antlc. Neverbheless, the tewpo is WaSTHER in this war than in the
‘last war. One’ cennov coapare the waturing of & 21 day-ciick with
“the nine wontil human emb>»yo and claiw that .one is "elower! than: '

the otber. The changes taking place :n the nine msnth smbryo -are

_gredter and. faster than the charges in & 21 day eubryo, -even though_q

~.the total time element is. longer. That is the real essence of time
, 1n 1ts dynawie’ sense, and not - “tlme“'concldcred scanlc.’

oO too with thls war and "1ts“‘revolut10ns. The war is. lastlng
“longér and- the pericd when dual power is belqg esiablished is

taking longer to develon, but ths shangss whish a ;ready‘have takén"

place and will take place are.greaier. The Wwar-ef-Xplé_mas:
a 'worla" war but this osne is 8 WORLD wal of greatir- dlnen51on

And the social revolutions. 'that are maturlng w1ll even surpass in
magnxtude the 1mper1alast war.

4

GIVIL WAR AND ImPﬁRIALIbT WAR

coow

nbh afser the German invasion of Poland the WOrkers and soiﬁﬁ

8rs ef that nation, %%eerted by their civil and mllitary leader
1 ol.shed their own Pense Hitler rolled overI%ﬂand with ‘ease

fIt wes no+ m111tarv mrght tna* stopped Hitler -
of ﬁh -.‘;.‘,.“ cial forges: fa ‘

»-;_’-Ian.RN.«TIO\IAL NEWS

e all remember the Red army 1nvas1on of the border countr1es.

v,’Ihls was & new class event in hlstory. wiost . groups. and, organ1za~~eJ
. tions as- well as "lea rnud" couwientators broke their necks on this
" ‘question. The” ICC anc the RWL can be proud of its analysis. The

workers ana peasants in tliese countriesj aided by the Red army, ex«j

f1~propr1ated the lanalords ana capitalists ana set up soviets. The:
fact that Stalinisw. 1mmed1atelv warped thece developments does not -
‘ohange thelr ba=1c claso characte

=3 recall too, thc role of the United States Ambassador to France
ho orenly stated that he negotiated the peaceful entry of the Ger-
N troops ‘into Paris because he feared a social revolution. Yes

 Vun1ty of bourg601= democracy and Fasclsm 'to keep down the prOletar—-;}
.1an revolutlon.

z 'No one can wrlte tue hletory of this war without deallng w1th the R
“.'militdnt’ fights of the rank and. flle of the British Isles, in spite,;

of their social-patriotic lsaders, the uhOp uteward movement str11

'”‘v es, may Ua3 demonstratlons,'etc.

lhe intense partlsan and 1mner1allst confllot in. YUgo—Slavla like-"“
wise reveals the clase struagle breaking through the surface of -

‘the imperialist war. It is not only-"nationalism" fighting agaxnst
~Fascism. It is not only $talinisi against the Anglo-Agsierican for-

ces. It is basically the class struggle egainst both camps of im- .7
perialists, warped by the role Stalinism ‘plays and -the role of pro- .

allied leaders. This same three cornered STRATEGICAL line-up can .
be seen in every country. of Europe as an expression of the 1ndep-v,

"ﬂ,end ent. class struggle agdlnst both 1mper1allst G&mpSr

The Fascist 1nvac10n of Lhe'gov1et Union and its world shaklng ev—f

»,ente'ls another mountain of tectlmony regardlng revolutlonary war -

terwoven w1thu$he 1mper1a11°t War i

Ao i

AF'IqJ contlnuea re51stance and 1nc1ependen‘r actlon of the Chlnese Red
" army, in-spite of Stallnlsm, against the Chinese nationalist. ag- ..
“ante of the anglo-american imperialists, (a struggle preceeding the -

. present imperialist war by amor e than a decade), also reveale thls
f,lass COﬂfllCt- ‘

:Amerlca's entry into tne war d1d not brlng the de51red natlonal

nity in "the U.ow either. The. strikes and 0pp051t10n from the: left
s-well as the powerful semi-fascist opposition from-the rlght
early indicates the dynamics of the class struggle. All 51gns
point to strugglee of the Amerlcan worklng clacs. -

xndr; st but not least tne Indlan Revolutlon —~— and now the51 A
'pn. The Indlan Revolutlon we have dealt w1th GYtens vely:
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,INT RNAIIONAL Nuw~5~7 S S .'_", Ly
‘fWhat we went - to stress is the fact that qhe present 1mperlallst _
-~ war'ie in%terwoven from the very. first day with the CLASS %lRUGGLE
. ‘the sccial revoluiion that the tempo ‘of the class Cynamice hae.

°f:beenvgreuter and more rapld in thig wer then the lADerlillSt war
of 1914-18 3 thet the raituring of uiiece conflicis and tiae ﬂnoreas—u

ing opposition of the uncevr*ocnd movawents againsy Tascism == ‘and
'faleo agzainst the Ynived Mailon “moerlallsts,'are developing into -

social upiesvais tnat will descroy capitalism in furope ; that
_ltn 28e uLdsrgrouna cless develonment s and social conflicis are- mat-
-uring toward a gensral surcpean uprising, in which GERwaNY IS THE
K&Y,withr: the fréuework of the tirst question already mentloned
‘l.e., the extenelon of the Cctoner nevolutlon.

AFTHR FaSCISH WHAT ‘7

;fLet us conslo s some of - the special problems confronting us in
_vGermany : ' : : ‘ - . h
Souwe people Have the 1mple=31on ‘that once Fascism i overthrown
‘there 'will be no organized power that can hold in check the work-
"ers from "autowatiscally" taking over. This is a very dangerous -
" idea because it is fzlse and it lays tae basis for many traps.
This idea, that when Ricvler or mussolini is .overthrewn and the
. fascists gre driven Irow power the werkars are the only ones left
“to teke power hes meny false roots. ‘One.of its basic false rooits:

is the concept than Fascism is not capitalism, - or that Fascism is

a state ford a.BCVi copitelisa. From a warxian point of view Fas- .
cisw is only a FORu cf the rule of decay. capitalisw in advenced
capitalist, countries in whicn tne'proletarlat has been aefeateo.

' The long years of deéfeat of the proletar1 &t and theé long-years of
~revivel of capitalism (4hrough organizsd stervation) enables the
capitalicts to havzs. a nunber bf aluvarrative olans whern they are
forced to kick out. the Luce or the fuehrer. “Gueh alteranatives in-
Ceclude wiilitary dictatorehips, guch zg the Badoglio govsrnment,

"liveral® governmenis, and in e¥ Ly ere eue:gonov vo'ornnents of re-

formist ana centrist coalitions (< Caballe CNT, or *Worker &and
~ Farmer governments" i.e. left ceapitalist Peolles Front govern—
~‘ments). iven ncre 1mpor,art st be the consideration of the Un-
~ited Nations plans ° anglo-american pupoet governlents for these
countries, governments composed of hand-picke aa stooges from rep- -
lreeentat1Ves of the Fope to Stalinist ronresentatlves, frow reac-

tionary semi-fascist governments to liberal governments - wh1ch~
ever wlll keep the people. in control

-~

Thn TROTSKYITLS‘ POLLMICS.

J'R. Johnson of the Schachtman Trotsky group has the false idea
inalcated above and expresses

gétical. organ. He says, "The fascists have. destroyed every vestige

semblarce of authority except their. own." In other words, there

v ,rullng in Geruwany, only Fascists. The' Fasclsts
est oyed the‘llberals, rellglous and‘capltalist authorlty.“

‘pined liberation of the occupied countries and the enslaved prol-

it in the say issue of their theor—"”"'”

"1 lnRKATIOVAL NEWS

,"If and when, for what ever reason, the Hltler power collapses,

thon there is no social force left in Germany to hold the nation
together. except the working class’ in workers!' and soldiers* qoun- -

,01ls." This - is false. It is true that the objective condltlons

favor the ‘workers'® councils, but it is not true that with Fase sm?;{w’

‘swept away no powsr is left.-nothlng is more dangerous than e o
.- lull the viorkers to sleep with ideas of an "automatic" Revolutlon
oor to lead tnem.lnto bourge01s—aemocrat1c chains. '

Cnco a worker or a grouo acoents this false concept ana Faselsm l..“
overthrown and they uove forward toward power thinking that the-

-patl-is clear-for their .power, they -fall..easy pPrey for the Kerensky -
governments, the Gtalinie t-Socialist governments, the Caballcro
- bpanlsh Government and 51mllar set-ups.

DANGuR OF BOURGLOI buMOCRACY

BetWeen the fall of the Was01st governments and the establlshment

‘of the Lictatorship of the Proletariat, there will be most LIKELY

several governuwents of the ‘exploiters, such as we witnessed in .

‘Ru551a in 1817 and as we are w1tnessing in Italy today.

Not only will the’ natlonal canitalists 1n Germeny and Italy bargaln
for seui-fascist goverae snts all the way -to "pgopies" and - "Norker“

,ggovernnont sucip as kerengky and Caballero, but these national:
'expl01+er° will have the full backing. of the Anglo-aAmerican 1mp—

erialiste, and they will have the full backing of the Socilalists
ana Stalinists to further ‘confuse the issue. lle have w1tnessed al-

x'_reaay the POUsM and the Trotskyites and anarchists in Spain. They

DID NOT learn tle lesson 'in Spain.: Johnson—repeats some of the
errors again.

Johnson's artlcle cwells on this theme. and he- adqs more errors

constantly. He says, "In the historical circumstances in iurope
tocay, Aprll 1943, the national. question must be posed as the cou~
etdrlat of Germany from their common oppressor + German Fascism. -

+ cannot be posea in any other way." In arguing against the muddle
hoads of the Trotsky group who are for nationalism (as “progre=31—.~~

ve") ana the two re¢volution concept vs the correct concept of a.

proletarlan ‘revolution -with & nationalist phase. in some nuropeanj~*r

countries, Johnson falls into another trap. -against thece "natlon;:,f'

alists" Johnson is "correct®. But why leave the back door W1de

open after you have thrown them out of the front door.

.according to Johnson the ONLY way one can pose the quectlon is
_-‘against the German fascists. fihat about the Anglo-American 1mper-~
;lallsts end their Stalinist ana Socialist agents, to say nothing
 about their bourgeois-reformist agents who will - do plenty of dam

age. No, the "national question mist be posed as the comblnat n:

fﬁeof llberatlon of the occupled countrlec and the enslaved prolet




_ the AllleS is. based upon thls class concept,
;defeat of Germany. The Trotskyltee still have to

Jhen ‘one- aoes not uncerstanu Fas01sm as & form of capltallsm, '&enz"'

t%es not uncerstand the fact that natlonallsm in. different
ti cfiS'bv 4dtself impotent and weak -~ vut IS PROPPED

,hi+he Found -and. the uollar' nd the armed might . of ‘these 1mp—f'*"

«ts and tncll,ctallnwst eoclallst a~erts, when on does not .

1tand that their left ferm of rule to hold in check the work—f-f

the Peoples Frout, ard in Lnluec Staties the Labor Party and:
“Vlorkeres and Farmers uovernuent “then oné does noh uncerstanc
he: comlnb revolution in Geraany or in nurope. Italy is one of
Bu opean testlng grounds.

vp.'rm\mt L.[B...RAlION
etjus leave Johneon #na see what nlber ‘Gates the glant klller _i

to- eay Gateg has learned the form and. terminology of dlalec—'
‘but in the whole period of the Left Opposition and “today,

K the other TrotSKV1tes he doec not uncerstanc the content.”d:gﬁ"

ates'takes Jonncon to tasx. uatec sees the "new" sltuatlon in-

He'criticizes Johnson for the one good point Johnson real—;[

.enta,+ ‘the' siogan of “the United 5tates of Socialist Europe.

ates s'ys S0 Tnis 'un*flcatlon'of the contirent by Gerwan arms ‘has .
I duced the problem of . national- liberation as a burnlng ques—‘

oh'ana neesd for-the netional oppressed suropean masses." -Gates’

ugues for the offlclal lrotcky oocltlon on th1° questlon. (N I.jff

[

placec on the same ltvel the’hatlonal quevtlon" of 1043 in
xtreme decay °tage of capitaliswu With. the national questlon

‘uropean 1dovement in the days. of uarx’ and nngels. iven, narxvh,
gels:clearly revealed the 1mpotcncy and the reactionary char- =

.of the’ natlonal movement -even: though:in TnAT period ~of aeve—
» : ap1tal1sm”1t did have 80sE progressive features. Bt as-
enin.clearly-showed .in h1u ‘whole works the national bourg901=1e v
de,e;oped countrles ana. backward countrles ‘is ofa: reactlonary
/ and for iarxists, ‘after the Russian revolutlon, the
~oc"atlc.revolutlon took on new meaning. -It was out-,
iong tlon from. then on had its llmltatlonc even.

In huropean countrles where th
long in ‘the past the forms of nationalism brough
capitalisu unaer FaSCISm are altogether clfferen T

h -- no

"NATIONAL MOVEMENT PROGRESSIVE“

.speaklng 1n 1943, in the mldst of the second 1mperiallst
ar says, s ’ 4 . RN SO

‘rf..tnese nationalist movements ,;;; are pleblan movements which,

in: context of ‘the Suropean situation, are bas1cally progresclve

3that ‘national liberation, when and if (you notice.that "Ift) re
lzed, no matter if only for a few days, or.a: few months, can.on y.
f}poee the questlon Ol workers' power;" :

f’}uhe 1dea that these nat:ona11=+ movements in Decay huropean coun
'*ctﬂles are progressive (not to speak of backwara asia) is-false.:

Tven 'in backwaru asia history has passed beyond this staﬂe. These

,,5nau10nallst ‘movewents are reactionary: Ve exploit them in an- :
L AUAILIARY way to win ‘masses from RiEaCTION. e Go not support them

-vfleven 1n backward countrlec. But that 1s not the only error of
‘EVGate U

f}he say= if natlonal llberatloa is reallzec ity Wlll pave the wav;
- .for workers power.-That is. like the gtalinist policy in Germany
oo 1633, First hitler, - let him expose himself - and then six:
. monthe ‘later we will take power.: Gates says flrst the natlonal:

lloeratlon —e,ard thén, then we will take power. Gates has. the
problsu upside cowa. It is_the $0CIaL UPhuAVAL that brlngs on a

,l}tW1llgnu ‘rhase. of "national liberation", not the national liber-:
7. -ation movement that openg up the social. revolutioh. The natlonal
- liveration tnav Gates smeaks of is an attempt to return to bbur:
”,-fgeols democracy —-- from: Fa°015m,,to turn thé wheels of hlstory
'[.backward Thic cannot bs progressive under- any label no more t
- 'back to 177¢ against the "Trust" can be progres31ve unaer the '
‘;'Progre sive. }arty of La Follette.

[ [

flhe actual aynamlcs of the class struggle in uurope (and Germany
,,713 the development of the proletarian revolution: to- smash  the rul
-.of capital and its Fascist form. But ‘because of three factors.thi

jpr ggsurs of: the proletarlat is warped. First there: is  the ‘n .

.;avglng or backwaruneso ‘of. large se ctions.. of . the masses.: thatr 0

ot unaerstana thesocialist solution and, thlnk in. terms of the
ast oourge01 cemooracy, natlonallsm.~ ST S

ﬂ5e:"na, there are the chrewc caplta11=t= who usually uce the mil
‘ita y“force ‘4o exploit this "nationalism dgainst’ fas01sm“i
in. oraer to. °tem uhe tlae of socxal revolutlon.
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efeag of* Faﬂclsm by the SOCIA_‘BEVOLUTION moment rily
‘ o ed (as a form ofithe-
anger for the ¢
fthe proletarlan revolution. That is 'hat
entrist, like al '

. 1A murope we have before us a proletarlan revolutlon. No other”-
sogial revolutlon confronts us., The support .of the national-#lib-' .
erat;on movement can .only be filled wita the content of bourgeois—
aemocracy, return to ajtwilight period of bourg601s~democracy bcb*»
westl. the social revoluktion that.is now destroylng Fascism and un--
til the CAPITALIST through ‘bourgeois demodracy can disarm the .- i

roleta;lat —— and ToeN «GaIN re- -establis d;ctatorshlp in F sc1st,.b
forms.. Bither Fasc¢isw. or Commvinism ! Either .a United Statesiof -
Sotialist murope TOLAY or the rule of nurOpe by Fascism. We

0t concerned w1th Hitler-or muesollnl. T 're are plenty of

v 1pled llne ana strateglcal aspe
onal Contact Commission in opposi : o
n oppws1tlon to the otallnlcts, in onpOklt on to uhe Trotsky_tes

,other cuntrlct g, 13 the 11ne of marﬁh foL he wcrkers'




