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ILLEGALITY AND CLASS RELATIONS

The. follOW1ng material on illegality is based on the exper1ence
.of workers' revolutionary parties all over the globe. Specifi--
‘cally, material has been obtained from the parties of India,-

-Latin America, the Unlted otateo, Ru551a Germany, France, and
~ - Others.

It is freely acknowleagea that we owe a great debt to these _
parties who by their experienceé have shown us the best knOWn
road to revolution in the. Unltea States.

VIt would bhe a- deadly mlstake to IMITATL the illegal methods of
any of these partiés. For the Czarist Okhrana was relatively
primitive and inefficient compared to the German Gestapo. And
the American FBI has learned conclderably from both. The revo-
lutionists in America have yet to learn from the experience of
“these. other countries. Tbis work strives to avoid iasitation in
worklng metnods. It strlves to' fit these rules to american con-
- ditions which are dlfferent from thoge in Russia or Germany, and .
.not fit conditions to rules applicable elsewhere. This is our

~ concrete appllcatlon of ierxism to the United States. We are

- fighting American imperialism with .the latest and: best known
‘class methods. We shall change thecse ‘methods as the situation
changes, if necessary from day to day. We.shall be prepared in
advance politically and organlzatlonally for any change.'We
nust learn the ART CF ILLnGAL WORK.

Our comrades w1ll be glven the enormous class advantage of
being trained in revolutionary work so that no sudden change
of illegal methods will surprise them, and so that they will

“know how to function even if temporarlly separa*ed from the
organlzatlon.' .

‘uIllegal work is hard, exacting, seemingly impossible at times.
Remember: There is nothing a Bolshevik cannot do. The greatest
class honor for a Bolshevik 1s~to do hlc revolutlonary auty

- at the most dangerous post.

—

‘.Under total war of 1mper1allsm, there can be no. aerlous struggle : -

let alone victory of the revolutionary party -~ the proletarlat's,f
. basic instrument for destruction of the capitalist claess and :
“the Capltallst state - without' 1llegal organ1zatlon.

One of the basic rulec of marxian party- organlzaulon is that A
 pdrt-of the party apparatus is illegal at all”times The . essen-
tlal core of the party, the professlonal revolutlonists, are

v
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" 'in this apparatus: The only aim in life of men and women in

the illegal apparatus is %o work for the revolutiqna_They are
ready..for any personal gacrifice demanded by the Party. They

pledge unreserved obediznce to the Party, and accept unity:-of

aiw. There can be no serious illegal-work if cowmrades do not
place ‘the revolutionary goal besicre all other heeds and desires.

Lnder imperialisw no sefious,revolu;ionary worker questions
the necessity for -illegal organization. We are not the peace-

'ful, legal socialists who LISGOLVm their’ organization when po-

lice repression begins. Refusal to prepare. illegal organization
in advarce "is tantamount to liguidation of the politicel orga-
rnization. To waintain its very existence the revolutionary or-
ganization must seize on every kind of organizational device to

‘meintain and.extend its power. The history of working clas§
" parties shows illegal organization to be a basic element oi

yMarxian party organization.

t

. This is.developed-carefully in revolutionary literaturé, parti-’

cularly the works of Lenin, the waster oI party organization,
strategy, and tactics. In the years of reaction from 107 to.

1617, Lenin fought alli attempts to aissolve the illegal orga-

nization as yielding to the influence of Gisintegration. "Only

1.by creating and strengthening the illegal PartyuggganiZation, N
can the Party be brought on to the high road "of its development.!

Thus the illegal organization is pictured as fundamental t0

. further development of the entire Party organization.

In "Conference of the Sections of R.5.DL.L.F: (Bolsheviks)
Abroad,” sarch 15, 1915, Lenin writes of the five firet steps
towards  transforming the imperialist war into civil war. Step.
three is "creation of an itlegal organization whenevear the go-
vernizents and the bourgeoisie avolish constitutional liberties

by introducing war ewergency laws.?

‘In "Collapse of the Second International," written in the sum-

wer of 1915, Lenin states: "Fure legalisém, the legalism and

.nothing but legalisw of thé ‘'auropean' parties, has bBeco.e ob-

‘solete, ana as a result of the developument of capitalism in

' the pre-iwperialist stage has become the foundation stone for
-a bourgeois labor policy." He shows the close interworking of
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"Notes On The Question of The Tesks of our Delegates At The
Hague" written Dec. 4, 1922, states: "It must be explained to

_'the'people...how helpless the ordinary workers! organizations

are in the .facs cf war..."'Thersforé, explain at the Hague that
"The only possible wethod of cowbating wair, viz., the preserva-

" tion and formation of illegal organizations in which all revo-

lutionaries taking part in the war shall carry on PROLONGED

" work.against the war."

"Note well that Lenin says illegal organization is ®THE ONLY .

POSSIBLY wMoTHOD OF COMBATIAG WARY and to WCARRY ON PROLOWNGED

* WORK againe€t the war." This does not exclude other forms of
- revolutionary organization and mass action, but without the il-

.legal organization to aefénd the. party against police repression
and wela the wmass movement into one huge wave of mass action,
-the revolution cannot succeed. : : '

“nTaske of the Third International - Reuusay MacDonald on the

‘Third International,! July 14, 1519, shows: "legal work must be -
combined with ILLEGAL work...There is not & single country in

the world, even the umost advanced and 'freest! of the bourgeois
‘republicg, in which bourgeois terror does not reign, where o
freedow to carry on agitation for the Soci&list revolution,

to curry on propaganda and organizationz2l work in this direcw

- tion, are not prohibited. The party which under the rule of

the bourgeoisie has not admitted this to this day-aand does not
carry on systematic all-sided, ILLEGAL work in spite of the -
‘laws of the bourgeois parliawents is & party of traitors and
scoundrels, which deceives the people. by the verbal réecoghi-
tion of revolution. R : R '

Thus illegal orgenization is pictured as bagic to all party or-

- ganization. Without it a party under’ imperialism is not revolu-

tionary at all. .

This 'is elaborated in the. "2l Conditions of Adumigsion t0.the’
Comgunist Interndtional,) writter by Lenin. Condition number 12

"is; "In all countries even the freest, 'legal' and !peaceful!.

in the sense that the class struggle is least acute- in them,
the time has fully matured when it is absolutely nscessary for

“every Coauunist Party Systematically to combine legal with il=

legal work, -legal with illegal organization...Illegal work is
, o’ : : S ‘ . - particularly necessary in the army, the navy, the police."
‘legal and illegal .seans, using the exawple of the workers! Duna - I . . A : gy EeE

Deputy siuranov who conauctea- himself in a revolutionary manner

~in his trial by uwsing his parliawentary .position to agitate and
organize workers during the war. Muranov "proved in practice

' Here Lenin strikes at the real nature.of bourgeois legality,
;;;mthat, besides WINISTERIAL parliamentarism.ujthere can be ILLEGAL

- which we consider below. It is dimportint to remember that even .
 before the outbreak of the.szecond world war, certain BASIC

REVOLUTIICHARY parliamentarisi.® .

.
.
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types Of party work as in the army, navy, and police, had to
‘be of necessity ILLEGAL. In Geveloping the principled gtrucnural
‘basis of the world revolutionary party, the revoiutionists haa

to make "illegal organization a bagic essential for_admission.,

In "Left Wing Coumunism - An Infantile Lisorder' lMay 12, 1920, -
Lenin statss: "In many countriss, including the most aavunced,

the bourgeoisie is undoubtedly now sending, und will conti--

nte to send, .agénts-provocateurs into the Communist Party. One
inethod of combatting this peril is the skiliful ccordination of
legal and -illegal work." This was in direct answer to those .
ultrd-lefts who denied the necessity for illegal work in Germany
1920, Lenin showed that it was necessary AT LEAST to combat po-
lice agents, end for the other reasons also.

_These quotations establish the enormous importance Lenin and
the Bolsheviks attached to illegal organization:. l-without il-
legal organization, the organization is not revolutionary; 2-
it is only method of combatting wer for prolonzed period; 3-
imust be coorainated withk legal work,; 4-necessary for work in
armed forces; S-necesgary o cowbat -police agents. '

- The party as an all-sided organization has therefcre by its

very nature to-have an illegal apparatus. This does not mean

the eatire rarty organization is illsgal, or that the entire
partylwork'iS’illegal. Far from it. Illegality as a.social rhe~-
‘nomenon-arices frow the relation of class forces. Legality is

e very poor term, as is illegality, though illegality is more
éxact in its description. Actually capitalism never legalizes
the revolutionary party. Legality does not mean capitalism per- |
mits the revolutionary party legally, i.e., by léw, to organize
for its overthrow. Legality weans that the relution of class
forces is such that.the party and the cless cah exercise class
rights without immediate, open reprcession by the capitalist
state. This legdl stage~is @ result usu#lly of proletarisan class

strength which the bourgeoisie cannot crush. In the United_States»‘

today it would be a veritable impossibility to crush the larger
political organizations in the prolatariat, like the Communicst
. party, though smaller left groups can be mnde illegal.- -

Semi-legality is a stage of sharper class relations whefe the
capitalist state is strong enough t0 sevsrely linit workers!
exercising of their rights, as in the South. '

Illegality is a stage of acute-dlass,relatibnsﬂwhere'the*stété
- is so much more powerful than the workerst! class force that

rﬂf?the‘state,iS'able to curtail and in soie cases deny all exer01~: 

‘3sing‘of‘workers{ rights. The stiruggle goes underground.
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But even in illegality many legal means. are available, and aref
used. Many rights thcugh curtailed cannot be kept from the wor--
kers. For example, the Yight 'to striKe is now practically trea-

- son according to the government, yet workers daily go out on

strike, completely ignoring the  prohibiting of this right. Re-
member Lenin's words. that even in the freest bourgeois repu-

-blics there are always very sgevere restrictions on workers!

‘rights. For example; 'in all bourgeois countries, there is a
severe restriction on the right to free press, radio, movies,

.speech against .the government.

From thié'sﬁandpoint,'it is pbiitibally incorrect'tO'say'the

revolutionsry party is legal in the United States: It is correct

"to say class relations are such that the workers! pressure for-
ces the capitalist state to allow a greater degree of rights to’
be "legally" ‘exercised in the United States than ih many- other

.countries. This attests to the enormous power of this tremendous-. -

‘ly large working class. This exact characterization of "legali-
ty" and illégality is & necessity, as the whole attitude of re- .

" volutionists toward capitalist-legality is that the movement is

illegal, and is striving not to become legal, ‘but to smash all

capitalist obstacles to its final goal.

"It is neceesary to learn froem the many years of experience of

the workers' parties, most especially the Bolshevik party which =
devoted 40 per cent of its tiwe to illegal work. It is wéll ‘to
note that the other 60 per cent of its work was legal. Legal

-means are nearly always available, except for extremely short.

periods, or under unusual repressive conditions. Illegality is
no pure form of revolutionary organization. The party uses le-
gal and illegal means, and strives constantly to gain more and

more ‘legal ieans by mass actiohs against capitalist repreasion,u..:f

The three stages of functioning of the revolutionary organiza- -
tion under capitalism are: legality, semi-legality, illegality.
‘Each- of these may exist in combination with the others.. Even

under‘-illegality as generally understood, a majority,perCentagé

of party work will be legal or semi-legal. Semi-legality is. a.

transitory stage from legality to total illegality. or vice ver—

sa. The distinction is by no means academic, but is based on the’.
Marxian’ concept of using illegality as a phase of the struggle =
to destroy the entire capitalist legal structure ~ the &ftate.
The strategical working out of this theory of revolutionary. mass.
action is to broaden.the struggle beyond the restrictions of
capitalist law. - - S ° !

Illegality from the practicel standpoint is a tethnical Gevice
‘or mechanism for defending the organization against repressiom

pnd’ for maintaining the CONTINUITY of its work. This is the
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L S 4 ; : I T Lo o : : which is to khow-nothing of other members' activity, and in.
~applied essence of illegality. When the capitalist state makes : _© "' answer to'police interrogation to know nothing. The parties in
it no longer possible.to function in the old way, and thereby Q& . the first world -war which ceme out against the war on a revo-
‘smashes the continuity of the old way of work, an illegal mecha~ . & - , lutionary‘bésiS'were forced underground. . o
nism has to be used to reestablish the continuity of the»work‘ o AT _ o _ - : T . A S . _
in a NEW WAY, under the new conditions.. If work is unplanned, - ‘% . - Bach dey-of imperailist.war narrows the ‘legal activity as the
‘haphazerd, spasmodic, it is a sign of degeneration. Without - S S governwuent increases its hold on the workers. The capitalists
"-organizational and political continuity, no revolutlonapy'pgrty R .. are got' strong enough to. take all workers! rights away at -
 is possible..That is the class reason for illegal organization. B once. The is the end, not the beginning of the process. When .
o, ' . o , o o . s i A ~ all rights are prohibited we.will have a totalitarian capita-
It is frow that standpoint that the necessity for illegality .. = .. RB- = . © .list dictatorship (fescist, militarist, or ‘both). In, the pro-
is determined. Thé party prepares for illegality even under le- -7 '§ , cess.of driving the entire movement underground and weakening
gality. It does not become semi-legal or illegal voluntarily, - 0 . ..all:vorkers''organizations, the capitalists concentrate their-
but only when forced -into the underground by the overpowering & ' « ‘attentiontagainst the revolutionists. They are able to obtain
class. force of the bourgeoisie in relation to .that of the wor- . ~~ .& .~ .°  the assistance of their various agent: in.the ranks of the '
. kers. When the workers' mass actions rise high, the capitalist. - ~«B“° - . workers-to help.point out anu repress the revolutionists. It’ o
.state is forced to permit legal functioning. The party immedia- R . "+ . is necessary to guard against betrayal by Stalinists and other -
~tely broadens its work and emerges from the‘underground, though 0 .. - -elements.within the proletariat, contrary -to 1914-1918 whei
the esgential illegal structure continues where needed. Natural- - = g. = © " the denunciation did not'come from the ranks of the workers. ..
ly, after the seizure of power, the illegal apparatus is used =~ @&~ S S A . o T
for different purposes in the victorious revolutionary state. -~ @ .~ - . once the party is driven underground this does not mean e
than in states where victorious revolution has not yet been THN TR story-book rouantic life of conspiracy begins. Illegality
‘achiéved. The process igs: first, the party fights against-all. .. . R° - " " .peans hard day to day work, just like at any other time, plus
~‘efforts: to drive it into illegality. Secondly, in illegality, - . § = = " illegal organization, methods, rules. This is a new FORM of
" the party utilizes every available legel means, and strives to. = g =  activity, the.manner.in which to serve the class under the
break out-of illegality. Thirdly, the party succeeds in smash- B A B condition of repression. A e . S
ing all legality - that is, the capitalist state power. . - - G o o S

. ) . o e - . L Ce e . . . 1In essehce, the'tefm "undergroﬁnd" is compietély misleéding.
~all Europe ic under the heel of Fascism, and the movement 1s - e - It bélongs to past history if it is not entirely a figment of .
underground. fven in Russia the struggle for revolution against . . @ .= . the imagination of fiction.writers. Hidden vaults, the faint
»Stalinism is an illegal one. Thg class_relatlong,ln the Unlpgd g e candle light, trap doors, sinister plotters, false beards are
States as a whole are now reaching the stage of ‘open repression . R . - all very well in the movies. In the sober reality of the .
~of politieal organizations representing the interests of-the . L - class struggle against imperialist.war the revolutionist will
working class. In.Latin Americe the movement has been under- ... ~J§ . ° . .not get very far with such wechanisms. & prosaic' office in a
ground for meny years. This develops froi. American imperialism's® -8 ~.. =~ - large office .building is much to be preferred and much safer -
- financial control of most of Latin Agerica. The South, company . §. . . _ than a romantic dungeon. Not that.cellars and .attics are com-
towns, ‘oriminal syndicalist laws in many states, reactlonary = = .R. . . pletely outmoded. No. Bpt they cannot be the wain type of A
areas (New.Jersey; Harlan County, and reactionary areas in many .. = g .. , . - ' weeting place, printing place, illegal work cannot be based . - -
_cities) sections where unionism has not taken a firm hold, strike .’ .g. = ° " there. We will have to remind wembers over and over again .
situations, army, navy, and police - all demand illegal work 'as - o ~ that this is the epoch of wars. and revolutions, and new methods
well as legal work.. - ' - . are necessary for this epoch. | o : g

'i,The,history of American labor is replete with examples,of'orgaé ek In everyday work &an uﬁfeléntiﬁ  éifuv'lé is carried vﬂl ‘r‘éif
nizations which functioned underground. The old Knights of Labor, . . S . .the;attzguge and tendency ‘to rggard %%legal activiﬁyoiﬁaggln_fl
pre—cursors of the‘A.F. of L. were illegal for 10 years of their ol 'glamorous light, which so often leads to a totally felse eva— .
' ﬁ;isteﬁciﬁ;Soﬂwerettng Mg}lyﬁMg%uérgi{tSIQE%%aELE engugn tggl L L - luation of the difficulties of the illegal struggle and to

. "Know Nothing" party in‘the United States, though.not a revolu- - " romantic conception of ‘the fisht ‘ S iar Tl

. tionmary party, utilized a cardinal principle of illegality, = [ P i Ratas P ot hl fight against the superior polics
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forces. Filled with fictional concépiions, at the beginning- =~ -~ @' - . = This brings up the.basic question of who can do illegal work,
adventure-hungry young workers; attracted by tle romance of i -~ . which was the central point of Lenin's conception of the per-.
clandestine activity and the adventurous appeal of the fight - R . by: the prqfe531onal revolutlonlsts; Much maligned, viciously:
with the police, stream into the illegel organization. They  ®& =~ = slendered in the years.of reaction after the defeat of the .
"~ do not hold out. Only those with the deepest revolutionary . . §. . - world revolution, the professional revolutionisis in the pre--
 convictions and Marxian understanding, whose conviction of. ~ -~ K. .- .- sent struggle ageinst the war are of. necessity the backbone
the world historic mission of the proletariat is deeper than .- R .- of the illegal organization. It 1is they who. devote their en-
a passing fancy, and whose determination to hold out in the - ° R = - .. tire lives to the movement. This is no easy task. The uave-
struggle is based on Marxian science d@nd not merely on love ~§+ -+— -+ -~—lopument of cadres by the few professional revolutionists who -
for adventure and the mania for conspiracy, can survive in - TN SR . 8re-capable of aiding “hls'&eY819Pment is a tremendous pro-
‘the deadly illegal struggle. To win in the struggle against . . R ~° ° ' blem facing the entire left wing movement. But no other road
the.police, they will have to know revolutionary coumunism -4 . forward exists. With.the U.S. rapidly approaching the politi-
thoroughly in order to be able to scientifically consider eve- . : # ~ '~ = =~ cal level of Burope, the need for the professional revolution-
‘ry step. they take. On-this indestructible foundation they will - . &~ " . 1sts will be felt more and mora. Without them no illegal orga-
be able to think through all actions carefully. Every action . . nization can possibly survive. . - |
will be disciplined. Only in that manner will the terrible il- B 4 cadre s e ' . U
‘legal struggle develop a cadre which will combine the highest. B’ A.cadre organization cdn include only a relatively small cir-
revolutionary science and moral courage with the most sober. = N B cle, because its demands on its members are very great, It -
appraisal of their own class strength and the strength of the O’ .?as to be highly centralized, and encompasses a group not too
enemy. Our primary concern is to prepare ourselves politically |- T SR arge_tq be persqnally controlleq. At the same;tlme 1t~hgs to
and organizationally for a long, hard struggle, demanding ~-f - - . extend its contacts over the entire country and dsvelop its
self-denial ahd sacrifices . . o ‘ : . v ‘technical and illegel methods. The members of this organiza-
s | PR _ | | _ . | O - . tion have‘pot only to be completely devoted, loyal and ready
In illegality the’INDIVILUAL ikMBER DISAPPEARS as a known revo-  J§ . - . ‘to do anything their work demands but these professional revo-
lutionist whom the-reactionaries can label. The party appara- §. -~ lutionists also have to be many sided individuals. There is
tus disappears too, and is replaceda by the illegzl spparatus. =~ @ - = the need for ability and talent in handling people. In eddi- -
Externally the organization is disguised to such an extent = . =~ R’ | tion to a broad knowledge of revolutionary politics they have
that it seems as if the organization had disappeared from the - 1 B . 1o be able to deal with many special problems. The underground
‘face of the earth. Visible party organization is withdrawn to ' B ..~ ~organization has to train the leaders of the'coming revolu-
‘the unaerground and made invisible. Thus if illegality has . Y EE - .tion in the approaching crucial struggles. L
been carried out properly,-it is extremely difficult to get R : S ' ' ' ‘
at the illegal apparatus, to’obtain inside information, to . - g B -+, In.so doing the illegal organization develops a new kind of .
learn its plans, and forestall its actions. The party gives : B - : __-legdershlp which cahn w1n“the'conf;dence of the underground
" visible signs of existence by the commission of actions, so R . cacres. In every new basic phase in the deveiopment of the .
organized that police intervention comes too late. The party - .. § S movement, natural selection among.the party members produces -
 ACTIVITY LO&S NOT DISAPPEAR, but continues at the same or at - N . a staff .of leaders adapted to the existing conditions. Histo~ ..
an increased pace. e A . S . rically this staff of leaaers-usually fails as soon as it is
v R - . L ‘ - SR facedgwlthhqlngw and different stage of development involving .
' Not everybody can do illegal work. gany are lost to the party R R B : chgnggu conalplqns of struggle ana-differént responsabilities.
for that type of work, e.g. prominent trade unionists, men . . -~ §F . This'is sspecially true of those large wass moveuents which
- with large families, workers in certain carefully guarded occu-* R - - .. Bavs begn.defeapea,_Thereﬂ;s'a blg problew of the older lea- — -
pations, suspected people in some cases, soldiers in some ca- . - .~ $¥FF and men exiled from Europe or torn frow the class struggle -
- ses. But if they cannot be used directly in the illegal orga- . ' “f- - 1in the Americas and placed in jail. From the history of revo- .
~nizationj;-they-can be used in all sorts of. legal work, in- .. F7 . . Autions, political emigrations ana exiles nave produced great.
buffer organizations, front groups, as sympathizers, contact . L . leeders. Russia's Lenin and Trotsky spent fany years in exile. .
men,” their homes can be used - as aids to the illegal orgeni- = = R - But they were representotives of young, rising movements, not .
 zation. ' - R P : - 5 L S -of the political groups that hed been in power 2nd failed.
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'[Also the exiles of ‘the past, like the White Russians after
1917, the same Trotsky after’ 1927, have’ beentgnable to ..
-return to 1eaaersh1p of  the mOVement. S It isTonly "in rare
¢ases that the.leaders for the reawakening come from the

ranks of those who had been once beaten into polltlcal
.Oblivion. -

The leg 21 muss party flghtlng on open ground needs orators
to move the wmusses, writers 1o influence them, organizers -
. to unite them, industrious pdrllamentarl .ns to rouse them,
adwinistrators to train them in unions ‘and other mass org-
anizutions. But the illegzl orguniziation m:ide up of suall
c=dres hus entirely aifferent neeas. men with iron nerves,’
tough: enough to hold out under the continual threat of the
‘police; men «nd women who combine thé coapacity for. heroic
 self-sacrifice with the self-discipline which illegal tac-
'tlcs require; organizere who cun mister the technique of .
‘creating small 1nv151ble cells, leaders who have thit speci-
‘2l sensitivity which makes them recognize and:use the mass
process of disillusionment with the-war and the stute which,
is invisible to the less experlenced eye. Thus, the illegal
'org“nlz~t10n needs a different: type of ‘leuder from the legal
orzzniz.tion. Here is the crowning proof of Lenin's theory -
of the professional revolutionists :s the central core of the
‘of the organization. (S8ee also wateriazl on ‘*professional
-agents" us opposed to professional revolutionists. in material
on sﬁfeguurdlng the 1llegal org;niz«tlon from-the pollce)

Legally and illegsa llv the revolutionary orgdnlzutlon influ-
ences the mass by an anti-capitalist, pro-revolutionary
orientation. The FORW of zctivity changes in illegality.
"A revolutionist who hzd contact with the mass in legality,
and falls into isolation in illegality, and attempts to
Justify this isolation becnuse of the dangerous situation,
has in reality changed his whole position 2nd orlentutlon
to the worst kind  of deworalized °ect1r1en1cm.,
We mustlstay‘with the masses, Yind ourselves to. them, never
act in isolsation from the messes — EACEPT IN ILLEGAL WORK.
- The class strength of oepltallsm which forces the revolu-
tionary org“nlzutlon underground ulso prevent= us from tell-
".ing the masses our illegil organization snd iklegnl methods.
Do not be a2fraid of the fact that police power forces us to.
keep.all illegul work secret from the police .nd from the .
masses This very secrecy from the niiss is our 'best me=ns ..
of W1nn1ng over the mass under imperizlisw. For only with
illegal work can we surv1Ve, ‘nd the mass will turn for lea—’
‘dership’ to. those who have shown they know how to organize the

© ALL-SILED STRUGGLE GAINST THE CAPITALIST STATE. The illegal =

-
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'forganization is our chief, means of waintaining leadershlp
.of "the mass, even though. the mass may be temporarlly dor—
.. mant, defeated. The revolutionary. organization does not

weit for the mass to.move, never tail-ends the mass. It.
strives to accelerate that mass movement, not to Ycontem-
‘piete the posterior of ‘the proletariat.". OtherW1se the
party is not the vanguard of the strugglex

It is more dlfflcult to keep ‘mass contact in- 1llega11ty
than in legality. at the same time no revolutionary party
has éver seized power without long illegdl training. It
is in the trying period of illegelity -that the revolution—
ist .is most-thoroughly trained, the weak ones are' weeded
out, the connection with the mass is cemented. Then the

" mass will come to us. Varied forms of activity will have

overcome the isolation, and the revolutlonlst will have the
confldence of the mass.

S

Dozens of tiny isolated anti-war groups of various degrees .
of organization exist thruout the courtry. They are looking
‘for guidance. These polltical workers wish to be in touch
with the illegal revolutionary organizetion. There are ques-

- tions they ¢annot answer alone, problems they cannot solve a-~

lones They want information. They want to send their own
reports on for the use of thers. They want discussions and
advice on theoretical issues, the real nature of the imper-
ialist war, the phemonenon of Fascism, the p*'ospectc of rev-~
olution: They want clarification about the meaning -of the.
governments war moves and policies. They want literature.
They want -to know what is going on in other parts of- the .
country and abroad. They need . assistance +in illegal methods.
and technical devices for their work.. It is -important they
should know of arrests of people with whom they have some
contact. They wish to be warned .of spies. wost important. -
they have 'to have thé feeling that they are not alone, that
the little -or much activity they conduct is a part of &
movement. They need constant and living proof that there

is an underground movewent. They wish to learn from the
mistokés of the past so that they can help build -a new Co
movementr_ Thev want to Work with the 1llegal organizatlon.“'

To answer ell theee needs is the: task of .the 1llegal organ- -
ization. Under the war dlctatorehlp, the task ics to bring
teogether. the best qualified parts of the loose, unorganlzed
foLoes .that conduct anti-war zctivity. The organization.

hes to try to furnish leadership for this loose movement.

It may never do this fully, but the extant-to which it e
succeeds is’ the meanure of 1ts effectlvenees, the Juetlfl—
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S - . L ' : ‘ o BN T  of the illegal organization. -Illegal fighters usually make
cat;gn-for ;ps exlstenge.' In th?'ebb'ani flom of the °1?55 R L wistakes in having too much activity as well as in the di-
struggle, these loose anti-war circles and groups appear ok .~ rection of passivity. buring the first years of Hitler dom-

~and disappear. 'The:task of the 1llega1,Qrganlzgtlog.ls,to R o inetion, most mistakes were-in too much activity. 8Ess '

. furnish gontinuity. Whatever happens the organization must - B - distribution, mass contacts with other organizations, are
contlnuef Continuity 1s_ma1ntg;n9a at all cost. . ' B replaced by limited . psrsonal contact, and limited distri-

oy a i L e i iea I PR ; bution on the basis of personal contact. Similarly with.
No illegal organization can saintain itself on its own strength - B+ 7 unions, meetings work'gn other mass workers' orgagizétions;
alone, nor ever could. It depends on financial help from out- . ~Rg. . . IR SR . T - S :
gide. Its needs buffer groups, legal organization, sympa- B R ' , o o : . : s i
S p . o : A : N (s : riother general probleaw is the attitude towara individual ac-—
thizers, close interconnections with the wass organizations. RS O &l e I3 i o d e .

. ™ Y . .. X X = - X ; o o S tion. 1n illegality, inuividual terrorism i: excluded wi th
The illegal organization is the backbone of ‘the anti-war oppo- o oY the exceptidnv%f'exzéeme.caSes endangering the illegal’orge7
eition, its potential leadership. But the cbb and flow of - - DI anization, a& in the work of spies or traitors. Mass terror
waes gctivity influences the aetermining of the degres of - -8 . within the frawework bf a riting ruvolutionary wave is another
‘activity ane the stability of the illegal organization. The . R . watter. Inaiviaual terror is only an expression of despera- =
attitude of the bro.d masses toward the war and the state will g - ; tion which leads to disruption of the ranks of -the revolu-

‘fluctuate, but will move steadily to the left. | B - tioniste and not to the weakening of the state. Sabotage

: o e . o . . . . S R can be eifective only when practised on a mass.scale. Gains

In other words, illegal organizations connot exist ina = - SR . frow isol .ted indiviaual aCES'ofvsabot&ge are not worth the
vacuum even if reduced to tiny groups of most carefully : SRR EE " gacrifices; and breed the illusion that indiviaual action'
selicted p?oplg;t_Thiy 2?29 to:mgve.wite a_lurﬁel»grougtof -~ K © . can solve social problems. News of a successful individual

. workers syupathetic: 1o Lheir alus. lhere is the closes T R 0 " act of sabotag. is by no means encoursging or inspiring since

- relation between illegul anti-war organization ana the strength BN - B : it is elwaye accompanied by news that Eany people have been

- 'of gnti-wer opposition. OCpposition against the war Gictator- - . B - - arpgsted. wass action is basic: strikes, deuonstrations,

'ship is in many cases not an organized opposition. The state S B . . .mutinies, slowdowns. Terrorism end -sabotage are entirely sub-

ie able to prevent the workers from.joining together in a : - R " ordinate to mass action. - BT ' S

large powerful opposition organization. - But the general op- - IS R ) o S o ,1;v+,, , , '

§031t}on Wlll'e¥?5t-and embrace all Ehaaes of activity, - ® -~ Oneof the key problems.underlying every move in illegality
rom-were grumbling at home to belonging to the illegal = T " ig:y -are the heroic sacrifiees._in illegal work in propor-
organization. The illegal organization is able to us: the .- -8~ 7 tion to the: énde echieved? IO ITWORLH IT? Is the risk in-
church in prisons, in the ariay, and in illegal work under N .~ volved in a given sction worth the possible gain? The ex-.
certain circumstances. Coopsration between the undergrouna = BN perience of the workere' movement is ‘that no sacrifice in. the
%ﬁ“ °pp§81ilona% litell:Ctudi ggouﬁlngs ls.sometlﬁes possible. = . f# - - cluss struggle against capitulisa is in vain. Ho worker who
. The weakest contacts are with the farwers, with whom it is ST o £ . : R SRR P o :
, B ‘ Sl : - BT . 8 : alls in the struggle =ngainst capitulisw dies in vain.. We
ess:ntial to establish  regular coopsration. This 'is also - : R ' - : 3 . : :
. e . R i . B IR lesrn from-these scerifices, from our defeats, our dead.
‘true of the vetty bourgeois, which has been bitterly disa- - . .« - 7 our tesk is to unite isolnted centers ‘of resistance, organize’
ppointed by the war, ‘ana in a short time will be so disillu- & -f -~ ° ° mses resistunce sgiinst the imperi.list.w.r. Nsturally, thig
sioned as to provide a wass oresd ng gronad 0% the growth . b, “toek connet be fulfilled if the iost determined fizhters are®
8 .asglit move$§3t~_1§_th:.country. What of the youth . R [EA in jail or dezd. . One of the key =ims of ‘this entire work’ .
'ralne n.war 1 1nk1n5?a ;he col;eges ang h&gh SChOQlS are - RRERRE (O I on illeguility is to iazke erystuil clecr hiow best to ewve the
5l¥e§73v$r't§ glrect traln}ng'for the‘wa;.~.1hls_proolem is. ol {ives of our members in this struggle. S.ogic 11y thic is’ the .
vgeri ? tg' feteform°¥§ question °f.W“° 18 t°-9°??3,°n the e . " question of the entire role of ths illeggl org.nization. To :
g ch :gq-e? uture. 1he undergrouna has to reach the youth | survive a2t .ll, revolutionists h.ve to be org.nized. Under
?1 " 1ts “togan“"lt" organization. wany youth are in the ‘totil imperizlist wir this c:in we n only illeg:l org2niz:tion e
: . , . f , | , zlist wa s cx v m ganiz: .
iac o#}gs o dy,_others_a?b in the aray. : %8 the base of zctivity. Thus ths movewsnt cin w:intiin -
: . SO M L . I S e -~ organizationil continuity, und the s.crifices will be compene
intthe g?“irfl anélyzls;of,the organized Strudgl§ against Lo S seted for by the Qontinuoﬁs living interconnection with the
terrorist apparatus like. the-Gest:po or FBI, the mast o T great working mnsses. No.mtter wh:t hippens, tho orginizmi-
@1ff1091t problem is t0 determine the limits of the nctivity T 7 tion itself must survive, even at the cost of uncounted vietim

.
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Illegdl work requlres, “bovv 111 else, renun01at10n - reg—
riounc ing ragullr msetings with frl nds, renouhcing plices -
of entertainuent formbrlv frequsrtud renoun01ng use of
the télephone, e¢ven of thu w:ils”for uny purpose thut is
not coimpletely "innocent, runoun01np go muny little com~
forts of Tife. To miKke up one'smind to iccept these rer-
nun01ations WY . not bs too difficult, but to remembor the
decision’ constintly is 3 hard job. Corelessness, desire-
for comfort, forgctfuln ss -.the pOlle know all too well

how to put such hum.n W knsqsechto work for thulr own pur-
DOSBS» 13 :




