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DIALECTICS

Opposztes, vontradtctzons and Antaﬂoazsns

rr‘he flrst tbxng 10 do irn a dlecuSSLOn of opp051tes and contradlctlons
is to clear up the question of definition. Most opponeiits of the dlalecttcal
‘method delight in confu31ng deflnltlons. Ve are dealing with the deflnltlon
of a condition that exists in nature in countless examples bul: 1s left out

'fof—the—dlexlenarb . Dictionaries define the concept of conttg_s,_conyradlc_
tory, as that which is dlametrlcally different in position or nature, but

~ does.not necessarily’ suggest antagonism. The real understanding of what
_actually is going on around us starts: with the problem and definition of
~opposites where the ordinary dictionary ends the probléem.. It is not the

fault of the dictionary. The fault is que to the unclear, unsc1ent1f1c un-

N derstandlng of the world tham surrounds us. o S .'

.

Our definition deals with condltlons of obJectlve reality whereln

| opposites are the MJTUAL, yet EYCLUSIVE posxtlve and negatlve factors of a
PROCESS : .

"

In reallty; the RELAmIONS of . opp051tes are objective, not subjective;.
‘are materialist, not 1dpa11stxc are ralnly 1nternal, not external are

 _;_”dynam1c, net sta&lc.,

.

The SQCOJJ Frror

when .the beglnner at 1ast ﬂrans the problem of oPPOSltes and under- J
stands that it is a ‘question of mutual, “vet exclusive positive and negative -
factors of a rrocess the trap’ ig laid.for a secord error.. Since their’
‘first concert was to mechanically seéparate opposites. and eonsider them as
unrelated factors the new concept th st dlalectlcallv LOﬂSld rs oppocltes
.~ "in their proper- dynamlc relationship. usualls leads t0.an owerempha51s on the
7!’quest10n of the UNI of opp051tes‘. ‘

‘

But ‘the 1n1t1amed in. the dlalectlcal me hod w111 rcply that the unlty
of opp051tes is a correct presentamlon of the case. This we do not deny. -
L We do not. deny. the need for enmphasis on the unity of opposites if one is

_,'polem1c1zing against: the schopl of thought whlch sepsrames opp051t°s and”
A'con51ders them as, unrolamed factors.

But to speak only of thc unity . of opp051t s, as aga;nst Bh@ conc¢pt
'fthat separates opposites, is not a dialectieal pres entation, sven-though i
is. partlally correct. In- presentlng tha actual -process of opposltys One.a
must,not only explain the INITY of. opn051tes, but_at the sane . ‘ime.oﬁeﬁmus§
stress the STRUG"L& of the mutually czc1u51vu c:’ppc.slt,@c I S

SCe
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of opposxtes is CONDITIONAL TEMPORARY, TRANSITOPY and RELATIVE. The

struggle of mutually exclusive. opp051tes is ABSOLUTE as movement and evo-
'lutlon are," (md empH ais)

: R '~ Contradictions

Mhe ',.

The LLnLted——narredeefLnit&on—of—fﬁe—word—contrad1ct1on—aéaIn only

A O Sl LT T G A T I T
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the basic and class1ca1 example of Karl Marx in presentlncr the fundamentals
of tﬁe capltallst system.

: . :
“In- dealxng w1th oppos1tes, ‘the Marxian llterature clearly points out the.
conflict between productive forces: and productive rclations whith evolve
during a long period until a boiling point is reacled, when new productive

- touches the problem and stops short where we must really begin. We go be-.
yond this narrow confine and consider the term contraalctlon in uhe llght
of the discussion on_txe questlon of opposites. :

, Contradictions'-are the relations of opposites. As Hegel says, "Con-
tradiction is the power that moves thinos.""And as Heraclitus said, "Con-
flict is the mother of all Happenlngs R ' B

. The most important p01nt that must be made clear in our concept is .
that CONTRADICTIONS ARE THE DRIVING FORCE OF CHANGE.. If we -understand that
opposites are not to be separaxed and considered,one against the other; that
opposites are to. be considered in their unity; - nd that- above all opposites

are to be studied\as a procese of confllct, t“en we have a foundatlon forv
the study of contr d1ct10ns.

If opp051te= ‘are tHe factors of a process, and if contradlctlons are
the relations of opposites then what is the relation of thé opposites to the
contradietion? Opposites and contradictions are. two sides of ONE problem.
Again, we are not dealing with two separate "things". Opposites and contra-
diction ¢éan no more be separated than matter and motion. Oprosites deal
" with the materiality.of the process, while contradictions deal with the dy-
nanucs of-. thls relatlonSuxp, as uhe driving fcrce of . chanee.

Of the laws of dlalectlcs, the one most spoken of presents contradlc-
~tions as s part of the problem of the "Laws of Opp051tes." It has been
listed as the Unity of contradiction, the unity of oppos sites, of the Laws of
Opposites, contradictions, etc. As study of our definitions will reveal
“that -we do not consider the words, "opposites' and “contradictions" as syn-

onymous, nor do we state the case here to split hairs or quibble. The ¢lose

- relationship, yet distinction is impeortant to m'oper'l'r under stand thie pro-
"cess of nature,’ of cbjective reality. Ve cannot speak of opposites without .
;speaklnﬂ of contradlctlons, and we cannot speak of contradictions without
xspeaklng of opposites, no more than we can:speak of ‘matter without motion:
and vice-versa. But this in no stretch of the imagination gives.us the
.right to lump together opposites and” contradlctlons. Only by the proper

- understanding of their "separation" and their relatlonsklp can one UNITE.
. oppos1tes and contradlctlon in their totallt

Karx's Example

a4ty

THe best example in order to reveal the problem before us is to *akc

. o “y

_forbeg_bagj_matured within the franevprk of the old productlvc relatlons.

ThlS is the basit and underlylng process. It embodles thc basic contrar o
diction of thé .capitalist mode of production from whence all antagonisms flow._‘f

~ the contradiction between soc1allzed productlon and capltgﬂlst prlvate
'approprlatlon. ' -

-Here is shown the dynamlc rclatlonshlp of opposxtes to contradlctlon.‘

the relation of the materlallty of the process to the dynamlc (dlalectlcs)
of the process. . _ .

The productlve fo-ces, ih a system governed by the laws of the Accumul-"f
ation of Capital, socialize production more and more; while the productive

relations (that .express the conflict betweer the seller of labor power, and

the owner of the means of productlon) reveals the form of appropriation,
These material factors, both as accumulation of capital and as the conflict
of men in the class struggle, are definite factors of opposites: The con- .
tradiction is the relatlon of the opp051tes, giving rise to change._

t

Black - Nhiteo R -

Let us take oné of the commonest concepts of opposites == black vﬂate.

"In this example, black-white are contradictory relations of oppositess We

know that the absorptlon or reflection of all the light rays by an object will

~ produce black or white. The mutual yet exclusive relation- .of the object to

the‘lightvrays produces the color. “We cannot think of onc'exccpt 1n terms of
the other. Black 1mp11es white. -

-4 Babu Chzck

After a ch1cken is hatched, 1like all other organic 11fe, it beglns anew
its struggle for survxval The material opposites irivolved here and ex-
pressed -in the constant struggle-to maintain an equilibrium between the (1)
organism, and (2) the env1ronment. The - contradiction created by these

opposites is the process of Metabollsm, th e bulldlng up and the tearlng down
processes. : -

i

Dist‘nctlons Necessary for Accuracy

A further clarlflcatlnn and demarcatlon of the Concept of oppOS1tes and

'.;‘contradlctlons is essential for the practical utilization of, the d;alec cal
_.materialist method. First we will deal with the question of op
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Basxcqlly there are two forms of opp051tes, the Polar opposites
arnd the Juxta-Opposites. Polar Opposites refer to the opposites
of a cycle.la) birth stage; {b) growth stage; and (c) the new
-decad—blrth stage. We speak of Polar. oppocites. when we cCompare -
‘the first condition with the third or last condition, that 1s,-v
the negation of the negation. - Herc we are dealing with the pro-

ecess—of- ﬁrvclopmﬂntw—oﬁ—thefpast prcscnt ‘and future. Within one
compley. cycle of.-a long psan many more  smaller cycles with their
Polar Oppocites will be dlscovcrcd howcvcr, within the smaller

cycle -they will hold the same relatlons 1p of the ncgstlop of .
“the negatlon. . . .

In certain phenomena of nature, prlmarlly in th cllnorcanlc
field and cspoclally in dealing with c¢lectricity polar opposites
~are expressed ‘at one and the. same time, in the present: magnetic
fields, light. spectrum,’etc. Juxta-opposites on- the. other hand
‘refer to the positive and negative factors within any glven stage
“of the dlal sctical cycle; or to the opposites bYetween the first
stage, the birth stage,. and the second stage, or the first ne-

,Gatlon. Such opposites would be Zapitalists, workers: Lord, _

Serf: centrifugal and ccntrlpcdal factors of a process, Egg - and
tke Chlckcn, 2te. . '

Contradlctlons and Antaéonzsms

Deep in the roots of . gvery process of opp031tcs w111 bc
found the contradictions as- the driving force of chanve But .
‘usually-on first.or cven seccond observatlon, the basic contra—
diction eludes one's undcrstwndlng.
force in reality is the effscts, the ANmAGOhIQNa, C&dSLd by ©
;the.ba51c contradiction. ‘Unlecss we pcnctratc bzlow these sur~-’

face “contradlctlons" we will ncver find the answer to our
problcm, : ' - C

o BEvery procPss has its contradlctlon and cvery contradlctlon
~in devzlopment produccs antagonisms. Those vould~ be dialccticians
who deny -that' antagonisme exist or will cxist under ccrtalﬂ con-
ditions, yet ddmit the existence of the contradlctlon, ~don't know
what they arc talklngvabout Every OBSERVED =nd ANALYZED pro-
cess rcvcals.both'ips-contradlctlon and its antegonisms. We

are not here¢ concerned with the modificd form or intensified
form of thc antagonism or-antagonisms. We mcrely want here to
‘stress the fact that = contradiction always produccs wnt,a.gonlsm '
If-the equilibrium can be maintazined with the least possible

~antagoni$m that goes for durability, but does not elimine tn the
_antagonism and the struggle to overcome it. : '

-

.dlctlon one nust uﬁDaan anH understand

.dictions and the antagonisms.
-‘opposites and,contrudictions are‘merely,two sider of one g_oblem.

. from the former to the latter;
- not- only a questlon of the unity of oop051fes or.of the
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R E Another Exanple of Varx §
: Again we tklnk that the best exanple for our problcm is in the- Ileld
of ‘political economy 3s presented by Karl Marx. Wo have already prasented
the contradiction between socizlized ornductlon and capitalist private
appropriation 2s the key te the understanding and the solution of the: pro--
blem of ecapitalist society. Let us now yresent a few of the : ‘nLagonL"ms
that flow out of this basic contradictiont
1-The antagonisms of the working class and the capltallst class.
2-The antagonisms between the organization of production in the
. individual wo‘ks op,and thc anarchy'of prodgction_in society "in
. generel '
Z-The antagonism between producUlon and markets. ‘
4-The antzgonisms between production and national - boundarles.
58-The antagohisms among the exploiters. = ) _ B
- €~The antagonism between accumulation of w=a1th at ong polc and.
" moverpopulation® and accumulation of misery 'slwvery, exploltatlon
and subjection and degrc ation at Lhe oth“r polac.

e

4 Four—iold Relatzon )
In con51der1ng the relatlon bctwsen contrwdlctlon and a:tg"onisms'
the investigator must consider as the minimum, not a two-fo]d relatlon of
pesitive anc negatlve, but a four-fold relaLlon.» -

The two sides of a contrudlctlon represent a posxtlve and a negatlve S

force, . buu_tkls does not hang bv'1t5ﬂ1f gach side of the contradlctlon

also has its own positive and negative relationsiiip, and a clear ‘and scien-
tific analysis must unearth these relations as well as t¥

the first two main
sides.of the problem. To really understand the two-sides of the contra~

ﬁhe.four-fold relations of th
opp051te5u' ' o

“This brings us vack to where we startec, but on a hicgher plane. To.
analyze the foor-fold relations one must check the oprosites, the contira-
1t arain rcveals (in more detail) that -

Fuan e Throush noerudzctlona.
<  As Lenin p01nved out in kis Crlflque of %eﬂe]'o Logicy the usual
thinking grasps the - difference 3nd the conLradlctlon tut not the trauoltlon
but.this is the most important." It 1is

ha Utruvgle of.
opposites; it 'is also transformatlon of . tke thesis to itg anti- tuOSlo;etC'
As Heraclitus once -said, "Being and Qon—Bolnﬁ - t“g g, two. gxtrcmcs come.
together in the concept of Becoming.' :
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The logic of Aristotle considers all things as motionless and cliange-
less, isolated and separate from all other things; whrile dialectics con-
. siders all. things in their motion, in their interconnzction. for dialec~
‘vicians there is only ONE Constant factor (and its nanlfbstaulong) and
*haf 1s CHANGEABLEVE%S.

For the Logician contradictions are products of the mind and con-
tradictions in things are derived from the mind.  For the dialectician
'contradlctlons as conceived in the mind are only reflnctlons of actual

matter in the motlon,ol obJﬂctlvc realltj

Once ‘we have . vrasped the necessity of conslder'mcT a11 things in ‘their
‘motion, we must then consider the division of the single into its opposing
‘parts,. and the understanding of the contradictions. Mature does not present
. opposites as labeled and wrapped packages awaiting our pleasure, Our
first observation is usually grected by what seemingly is a singlée unified
‘whole-—-or the opposite extreme, two unrelated factors that seemingly have
‘no close relation.. It is up to thc investigator to determine the relation-
sblp and. the direction of the development of the 1nterna1 contradlctlons.‘

Tools of Inuestzdatzon

One of the most compllcated aspects of dlalectlcs is its two—fold
rélation: Dialectics is first and above all the’ general laws of matter in
motion; nd second as a reflection of these . general laws it represents =
- the scientific theory of krx wledre. As such’ it becomes the most impeprtant

method of investigation. Tﬁerefore,,the'concepts presented in regard to. -
nature, society or the “uman tHou are likewise true of the method of -

';1nvest1gat10n.

1= From our p01nt of view, L ieory is an accumulation and reflection
-of practice to be used as a guide to action. The problem of th eory- can be
nothing else than a problem of practice. This reveals the contradiction of
the two aspects of the problum. ' One posed agsinst the other is mechanical
and will result in unvc1cnt1flc conclusions. Oqlv by a unity of the .
opposites, and yet a suruﬂglr (in action) of these opposites can the prob—
lem be solved. Great oractice: requ;rcs great uheory

2=, Contlnult and ulcontlnultv are two 51dgs of one problem, re-

'preSpntlng tle nutual vet .exclusive re létlon of opposites. The mechanical

separgtion of tliese two factors results on the one hand in “ecie entificy
concluslons which are mechanistic fatalism, and on the other hiand in :
"scientific" conclusions vhich are 1ndgtcrm1n15m. Both are wrong. The
corpubcular theory of matter =nd the wave theory of light and the. con--

" tradiction ph}Slcs has trapped itself in by the two "opposites" tlcoriés:df'sul
- :light, reveals this undialectical thirnking. The wave and the mass are also . i
vmergly_two sides of ‘one problem. In electricity the simplest, yet most all -

INTERNATIONAL -NEWS L . Page 7
embracing general law of nature reﬁeals itself in this two-fold rilationship.
) ! _ ‘

The study of Energy reveals that it is 1nd1ssolubl bourid up with the
transformation of one form of matter in motion into ancther form of matter in .
motion. Electricity as the "free electron” form, ‘not only presents its dial-
ectical "face" through positive and nsgative relations; “ut also’ through its
continulty as a "wave" and its discontinuity as a "mass". Thre dialectical

_theory of eléctricity hlll be a-Tigher unity of thie two-"opposing“'théories' “
of today ' : ' :

23— nreedan and nece551ty are closel} connecued "Frecdom consists in
tHe control over ourselves and over. external nature wklc; is Founded on

“knowledge of natura; necessity, it is therefore a product of L1stor1c3.1

developrient. " (AntiDulring) - The relatlon of tr:edom and necessity is

base of the problem of "free will and determinism®. In Anv stlcanlng thls'
problem, this dual relationship of opp081te will leve to Be answered. - Those
"scieritists" who have separated these two aspects and have answered the problem'
either way {in relation-to their own ficld of investigation) hiave been unabdle
to come to sstlsfactorv ﬁonclu31one - Again the contradictory relationship.

>must be undrrstood

4= uvoluulonary and rb»olutlonarv CMHnPC axe nerely two sides of one

-problem, Mo change takes place without ilic "slow, gradual" evolutionary

transformation without the "quick" revolutiorary development. Evolutionary

changes are accumulative changes that zlter the form- and lay the basis for

revolutlonar"’Cu“n 25 whick alter the COHTENT of the matter in motion con-.

sidered. When we speak of revolutionary c“mnves we sre eguating the tern

- to txe dlaleCulcwl concept of quantluy~qu111uy an”"

G

we w111 list - several FIOTE two—101d aspects of the rroblen of 1ﬂvcs-
tlgatlon, all factors that reveal » reiatlonb,Lp of of “OSlL‘u.

Variable and>ConStan£ Factors.
’iRglative and Aﬁsolﬁte factoré;
Cehtﬁalizatioﬁ_én& Diversificatiﬁn.
1 Centrifugal an Ccntrlr 2dal forccu.
‘9-’Unevéﬁ'and uorblned Dz leopm nt.
.10~Forn and Content.'

11—'General and Pabticular.

Part and Whole, .
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~ Quality and Quantitj
14~ Positive and Hegative Factors.
15- Causec and .Effect. -

~In each given case of investigation thé conercgtization of thie above
aspects of tlie problem of the two-fold relation wil differ. Onc must find
the internal laws of a given process; onz’ cannot mechanlcally forcc the
, measurlng rod of - opp031tes upon sonetnlng.

However, the follow1ng can be stated as a general rule for a11 of the
above two—fold factorS'

.

a- The 31ng1e must be "broken" into’ 1ts opposxng parts to reveal the
.contradlctlon and the rélation of the uwo—fold factors of opp051tes.

b- The unlty of opp051tes is relat*ve, 11mLted, trans1tory.

c- Tﬂe struggle of opp031tes 1e aosolute._

d- At a glven moment the domlnant factor must be found T%ere'always '

.eXlStS tbe determlnate factor. -

e- That the struggle of opp051ues ‘is developlng to a transtormatlon of

" one pole to the other.

"f. T at contraulctlons ‘are tbe dr1v1ng force of caanre.

EI TR

' ] t,OO.
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_.C() OLEC _')J‘f_:LUP S L, THES . O\/ CAT U .LO'i;

History is not made out of"be.WhoTe‘clothj Thus Marx pointed out

-~ almost a century ago that ihe course of } hListory can not- be charted as a

straight line. It has its by—ways, side lanes, of fshoots, and Zigzags.
The main themes of history, the main .directions, can be traced and anal-
yzed, charted and catalogued But this main stream tas its side-streams,

.

’

For 1nstance, the Feudal reglnes in both France and England before -

.the Bourgeois Revolution, was a strange mixture of the old Feudal order

and considerable bourzeois strong points. At onhe stage in the history of

both nations the contending classes were so closely matched that an Ab-

solutist Monarchy, resting on the old Feudal order, nevertheless balanced
itself between the classes, .and gained its strenpth pr601se1y from thls:

~ even or almost even divis ion of strcngth.

"In 1851 the adventurer Louls Bonaparue in France rose to power ‘and
balanced himself on the opposition between the peasantry and the bour-

- geoisie, although he upheld the bourgeois system in the end, and although o

he left bourgeois propertj relations ifitact throughout. ~“On December 4th
(18517 Bonaparte pave it (the bourgeoisie! a taste of the future it had -

prophesied when he had the most respectable burgrers of the Boulevard:

Montmartre and the Boulevard des Italiens shot, while they sat at their
windows, by the. soldier- of the army of order." Thus Marx describes the
advent of Bonaparte Lo power in the Bourgeois Republlc of France in. i851.

‘"Not until the second Bonapartc rose to power does the . Staue seem to

" have become completely 1ndepenoent" ‘says Marx (16th:Brumaire, page 132)

.:."The State authority has solid foundations.. -Bonaparte represents a-

class, the élass of those w 0 form a con31dcrable magorlty in French s001ety,‘
the peasantry" .

. The story of Louis Donaparte is an ochct lesson for all those who

“attempt. to give "simple" answers to the craracter or the Soviet Union. -

A bourgeois state which-"oppresses" the ‘bourgeoisie, very i much 11ke the
present Workers State slasiies at-the prolwtarlat. ‘ :

Marx goes throuml one &ct sfuer another of the Bonapartist regime: to
ghow tiow it tries to alternately cajolé and alternately repress one class

* after. ,another; how one step leads to another. "Bonaparte throws tie whole’

bourgeois economy into confu§ion, lays sacrilegious liands on everything v.:ef
which the revolution of 1848 had regarded as sacred, makes some tolerant

- of revolution and others cager for revolutlon, and generates anarchy in.
"the name of order." IR
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; Engel s 1n hls "ergln of the Famllv" dnals w1t & state uhefd the
;warrlng classes so nearly attain eguilibriun that the state power, osten31b1y
”appearlng as a modlaLor, assumes for the r«ment a certaln 1ndepenoenc

, BUu dcspluc all these "aberratlons" on. thic part of a Bonaparte or-an
“gbsclute Monarchist the regimes remain basically what thelr economy is.
"Obv1ouq;"“ says Marx, "the bourgL01sin tad no alternative... After the coup

dtetat the French bourgeoisic cxclaimedi ‘only the ChluI of t}o SOCLCty of

Dccemoer Lbe TentH (Bonapartc) can save capltallot oc1ety

Tbe zig zaas of onapa.rto - to take onl one rxamplc from nlstory - are

legion. For a shorter period Chc same may be said of the would~be . cvalltarlan,
" Robespierre, dusing the T Frencu Pcvolutlon. The same may be sald, in part, for:
- some” factlons of. the nggers during the English Revolution.’ Classes in power
are not always rcprescn,ed by a State ‘vhich serves them in a direct and forts:
B rlght fashlon. The State alvays relflects, as*de from. the general interests of -
. the rullng class as a whole, txP spieial’ lnLLFCStQ of “one or more scetions of .

that class. But sometimes it goes evan beyond tha ~ Thus Robespierre slaugh—f

ters thc,sands of Bdurgeois in the midst of = EOURGTDI Rcvolutlon, whllc
maklng some concecsaonsto the prolgt“rlau.and peasantry '; . o

T“e State is an 1nstrument of uhe rulln" class, as Lenln p01nts out -
but not quite. so simple or direct: .The state ig an instrument: of the ruling
class in the broad ‘1stor1cal sense, not- always in the day to day actions of -
'.thaL State. The otate eveh under ﬂluler (and even undér Roosevelt) must some~
times take. action against the 1mmed1ame interests of the capltallst ‘class,

as a whole, 'in order to. safeguard -its historic 1nterests; Thus, for 1nstance,,

'proflt 11m1ts and celllngs, or ngxcr taxe

-The Soviet: State too must be analyzed from itx broad hlstorlcal 1nterestfoi'

'?oand aims, from its dcep—rooted economy, rather than from its'day to day
. acts. . Very true, thie Soviet Union covernmgnt 1mprlsons and kills workers, -
even M: rx1sts, at times (i.e. 1920-35) it lowers the standards .of living; it

-has. set up as tlght a dictatorship as our 0ld absolute Monarciists and Louis ]:

Bonaparte - (for very similar reasons,. by the way), it even abolishes the -

workers' organs,. qOVletsu ‘But thcsc vjramlon 219 zags. 4nd 1nstab111t1es Cal
- all be explained historically. s tle:

result of the unstable oqalllbrlum -ona world ocule - buthun tub pro-
"lﬁtarlam "with state power in one country,-ond the bourgeoisie, with statc
‘power everywher¢ else. Its "peculliarities'are duc to this tircumstznce; but‘
Coits’ ESSENCEmluts POTLVTIAL is determined by ouhbr fa ctors, by’ the extension:
. of the October Rcvolutlon ~rd th mode’ of produc i,a 1t orouCr L 1nto belng;”

11
After the October Revolutlon the . Polsh seviks found thcm861Vcs'in{powé

'_wtion in greater, chaos than almost any other nation in history. Th
: T d: thr Civil. War thmt followed bﬂd 50 cut into the Russian

~in One’ country"

. wWas a relatlvnly
o aﬂaln.
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"econcmv *hat 1r]9°1 productlon hwd fallen to only 17% of ‘the:.
“levels of 1913 . 8ven agriculture was only at 52% pre-war lTevel

The Sovict Union had given up at JFGSu—thOVSR an area in whlcﬁ.

more than one- fouruh its factorlms and- 1ts productlon was concen
travedo ' ) ' .

The Revo¢utlon"«d LC bulld ow the bmhls of its own 'troﬂﬂth

Not a sirgle power. would give 1t anj exten51vc credits (as for.

instance Morgan gave Italy after th e war)s It had” to grow: and
reorganize a nation of xamlne and dcath, only by more sacrlfxce

' and more. sweat.;

Under Lenln 1t was unanlmouslv conccded ‘that only the Soc1aT
Revolutlon in the major capltallst countries, particularly

'Germﬂny‘ could lift thé Soviet Union out of the crisis; that as:

an island within a capltallst sea, the Soviet Union was. bound to
d»gcn;rate and parlsu. ‘Lenin bankmd con51derably on the Rcvolu—

'_tlon in Germany.

EVGn-stalin in 1924 féadiiy admitted this. in his "Theories and Pﬁactioe

_of Leninism" -~ "Can we succeed and secure the definite victory of Secialism -
. in one country without the combinéd Pfforts of the proletarians of scveral
'_;advanced countrl 5s?  Most ccrtuxnlv not L ' -

Bu+ by’19~4 the Ruvolutlon kad bern defcated in’ Jcnnun ;nd'a‘dozen'>~5

“.other’ countries, The prolctarlgt gaspad out of br*ath from its first ‘post=":

war .efforts and the pctty—bourge0131e inside and outside Pussia began to take’

‘heart, to gain vigor-and strenstn. Pctty—hourge01s 1dcolovy crept into the
. very marraw of the wOrkers Shato and from tben on bcgan Lo corrupt it.

Stalln and Bukbarln dcvelopea in 1924 tno fano s uheory of: "Socl 1iSm’i
These pett 3—bourf601s manifestations on the’ part of Stalln
in particular. Rad been ‘évidéncéd during Ociobds 193% and durlng March oftk.at
year, when Stalin counselled domproamise with Menshevism ard even (in March) -
organic unity with it. In'1924 with world reaction on thézoflenslve, it
?1mp1e matter to yaeld to Luese pe,tj—bouxge01s tendenc1es

FrOm'this,basic'fallaéyfevefythinr élse,in zhé.Soviém.Union'fiows.:*'M
J ,
"Soc1allsm" in Stalin's thlnklng, (50 lonfr as capltallsm exlsts‘on 2

~world scale) can-be built only by preparing for- the defense of the Workers

State against the cpaltallst world. . To do ) it is necessary ‘10" brlng th

 §-backward Russian economy- up 'to the lével of the big bour"e01s nations. - Bl
-55the Soviet regime is always worklna against t;me.. It must prepare to.de
’itself against_the irevitable continuation of the count@r—revolutlonV

1ntervent10n of 1918~ 1921., At does s0 in Lo w o
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1-It gives up reVOlutlonary politics in the world arena in favor of
"po.ltlco of the status-quo, purely bourgeois alliances with one power azainst
another in order to neutralize botn, and purciy reformist politics wi tnln
‘each captfalls* nation in orcer to gain a stalus--quc, not revolution,

2-1t concentrates its effaris on tu 1ding "soclalism" in one country
s and mqkes a.whole serles of hasic eccno mic errors {rom 1923 to-date, one of
th2 majer ones ‘being the concentratlon on huilding up its heavy 1ndustr1es
ta_the neglect of the quantltj and quallty of consumers goods.

The effects of thls factor lead .to defeats such as the C‘lnese proletar-
iat, 19“5—27 the English proletariat 19, The uernan proletariat, the _
Spanlsn proletariat 193%6-38. The polltlcs of bourgeois alliances and status-
quo also helps the- 1mper1allsts start U161r second 1mper1allst Wwar.

o But it is the cffects of paru of the second factor we wish to trace in
_thls article.

From 1923 to 1928 the Russian- ‘peasant begins: to reestablls ‘his productlon,

but tbquv1et factories - with their still backward tcchnlque --are unable
'.to supply the peasant with snough consumirs goods. So he withholds his

supplies from the market.  Trotsky introduccs the first five year program
that has a balanced relation betwecn developm ant of capital industries and
consumers goods in dustries, so that the general. level of the rmsses could
be bettered; and a program for. gradual collectivization, flrst tHrouvh
;cooperatlve buylng, selllng, use of ms.chines, ete,

The program'of the‘left Opposition at that'time'represented a correct .
perspective'~ build the Russian economy, but build it in such a way that 1t
depends not on itself alone for its sustenance and growth but properly co-
ordinates with the key problem o the extension of the. October Revolution.

"Thus the proletariat's lot could be bettered; the peasantry could be assured:
“more goods snd would stop withholding goods from the market and the basic
: economy too would be con51dcra“1y augmented. E : '

ﬁ_ButvStalinism rejected_this program.
“the World Revolution. It had to build
‘within a capitalist world.
capital goods industiries
Left Opposition, 'And cons

It'had already givan up hopée in
Socialism in ONE Country, isolatecd
Consequently its tempo for the devilopment of
Had to bé much more rapid then that  of the Marxist
quentlj too it kad to’ neglcCt consumers woods.

The Stalln—Buchanln rlgnt-center bloc first bltttrly opposed tho left
.opp051tlon plans for 1ndustr1allzatlon. mhey called it unrtalls‘lc.

y From 19 3 to 28 tnese burocrats capitulated to thic- kulaks at
“the reformist agents abroad)~and carried through & slow tenpo of
trlallzatlon and the '@hrlcn YOUFSLlf" Kulak pollcv.

home (and
indus-—

-

“averything.

‘limited. 'Even S0, however, - the ruble is relatively stable
‘on, during. the first five year- plan, thc ruble begins to do

- wages, -at the reduction of their living standards,

" negative forms - slow downs absenteelsn, sabotaue, misuse: of m
'Wsomethxng 11ke tbe Luddlte movement of the 19th century)‘T :
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-

By 1928 Stallnlsn folt the pressure of the prolctarlat as. Well as the
poor peasants and the defeat of thc Chinese revolution and tlie world wlde
capitalist crisis that was devoloplng. They swung to the othcr extreme - the
snail pace was changed to a rapid pace of 1ndustr1allza*1on that 1ntcn51f1°d
‘the antagonlsms already dchloplng.,_

~ On a world scalc a 1Lft .zig-zag of tHe "5h1rd Perlod" took place. , :
Left vn tactlcs, but furtl x%r in thc rlght opportunist alrcctlon in pr1nc1ples.n

Thus from 19g8 - 1935 the Sov1et Unlon again must resort to ratlonlng —:”:
since there is a shortage of goods; it must lower the standard of living of
the masses -(who had at last in 1928 obtained a slichtly higher level than

- in 1913) and it must, above all,” forcibly collectivize the peasantrj. We 3,1;

do not. give the figures. ‘here - tney can easily be obtained in Yugow's book,

or in the Foreign Policy Assoc1atlon “pamphilets by :Zimand or by Vera Mlcheles

Deans, or a dozen other sources.. But the facts are oorroborated by all au-
thors - -and even hinted at by the St allnlsts t“emselves.

‘Since there is not enough consumers goods the pea~ant st111 refuses- to

‘send his grain to the market. He hides nd hoards it. By, 1929 this develops -

into a "Bloodless PeasantRevnlution" - the food supply is threatened. Stalin
has completely failed to forsees this, although the Left Opposition had pointed :
it out. The Soviet Burocracy must now get ‘that food and rust.. get it fast.
But it can not get it in a.normal mamner, By increasing the production of
consumersgoods; it must now usg force. - Instead of slow_colleetivization

" based on the education and cnlicntenment of the pewsant masses, it suddenly: k

must turn ‘to rapid = monstrously rapid - collcct1v17atlon at the p01nt of a-
bayonet. 8n the process at least 4 million pcasants lose- their lives (

- Trotsky figures 9 million) and over half the live staeck is slaughtered. But

by forcible: collectivization thc problem is tcﬂporarlly answered:
begins to flow to tnc c1ty

food again -

vuthout suff1c1ent consumers roods, Stal *nism flnds it must ratlnn almost”
UP until 1928 the moncy wagus reccived by Soviet workers were _

unimportant: they received rent frec, free street car rides, frec theatres;

- free schools, free medical carg, . and considerable {ree food. -But all this =

is hascd on a very backward econony, in which the supply of goods.is-very

But from 1925
all sorts of

tricks. Without enough consumers goods,  Stalinism trics by, political ukasr

" to outlaw the law of supply and’ demand, thus furthcer plunging the cconomy

into disorder, because without a stable currency in the ewrly stages of
transition economy it is 1mposs1b1e to .uage_danand and thus difficult:-to

‘plan productlon correctly.‘

By 1935 the Soblet masses begln 1A} revolt at the forceu levy on thelr
The revol‘”




© INTERNATI CNAL NEWS . | = Page 14
‘begins to buble again. ‘Stalln is-fofced;LO'take counterFmeasures - the bratal
purges, the murder and imprisonment of: tens of thousands.

RN

But he rust also take other retreat measures. He Jusﬁ grant a moderate ;-

, in¢rease in pay; he must make a renpeatlon'the land guestiqn. He gives.land "
_ perpetuity .to the Collectives. -He gives each peasant; a private piece of SN

- 1snd for his own exploitation in addition, and some livestock. He attempts

to-divide the proletariat by the piece work system of .Stakhanovism (which

is horribly misused and which degenerates into sheer "record breaking", not
industrisl efficiency); and he increases the pay of the ‘technicians snd

skilled workers. The gap of one to three between the highest and lowest .

paid worker becomes a rap of one to twenty (plus, in many instances bonuses
" and-graft.) ' - R o L

" - Without the checks and bajances of "the democratic Soviets and Trade )
Unions, the Workers State under Stalinism yields more and more to the petty—
‘bourgeois and bourgeois 'elements, who today comprise a wvery appreciable
forct in thewSoviet Union. The regine takes many steps backward in the social
sphere, compromises with religion, a reactionsry official view on marriage,
‘a new of ficer ciste in the'army, ete. -~ ' ' g .

But we must remember, all of this is based on the need - 'the desperate.
need - of Stalinism to mairtain the world status-quo and the internal status-
quo within Russia so as to build up the capital goods industry to the point
where the Workers State can defend itsélf against any military combination. -
As was %0 be expected Stalinism never achieved this goal {despite its lies
and bragging). It never even cane close, although the progress of -the Soviet
Union is phenomenal. But that was the fundamental fallacy of Swlinism - that
it hoped and expected it could build an economy strong cnough withiin one

“country to be-able to withstand the onslaughts of. world capitalism.

Stalinism has failed and failed'misérablyL In its failurc it has
. dragged the world proletariat back 30 years. The very fact' that Russia is
todav.at war is a tcstament to the betrayal by stalinism and thelr failure
“to0 swead the revolution, particularly since the Red Arry is incapable of a
decisive military victory (althourh it f1ichts heroically and has many great
achicvements), = ' g o7 ' _ ‘ '

But the failure of Stalinism must be understood in the workers realm in -
the same light as the failures. of Louis Ronaparte, and the failure of Robes--
pierre in the bourgeois revolutions. ' -

" Balanced, between an equilibrium of the contending classes of modern

society, and trying to make concessions to both, Stalinism has undermined the

" challenged.’

¢

structure of the Soviet Union to. the point where its basic character is

R
| v
coa.

- econany Qg.tha hasic charactcr of State Power..

tainly does not hold true of the Soviet Union. And there is pr
‘export or import of CAPITAL at all. P L
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In 1935-38 Stalinism was challenged by both the bourgeois elements and
the proletarian elements - but primarily by the latter. The battle flared S
up into a relatively high point of the class struggle. This historical event,
so little dealt with in our -presé and historical analyses of the Soviet '
Union, justifies the position of the Marxists that the Soviet Union, under

‘Stalinism, was on the bginK-gf;githerﬂcapitalist restoration or.political
_revolution. In this.first major, enzagenent, Stalinism romped off with the'

victory against deh‘fotcesvand_Lhusueven strengthiened itself.

But new enzagements are coming. The war .rakes them inevitable. The
a political revolution to resto
Revolution, ‘

-question still rauains,'either'counper~revolution to restore capitalism, or

re workers democracy and extend the October

The pkeseﬁCe oF,Stalinism-haé.knbcked Soviet. economy full of holes, _
like-a Swiss cheese; but it has not “yet destroyed the basic charater of that

. e I 4 O
“The very fact that the Britist vnd American imperialists are today. so
fearful if a further Red offensive, should indicate to the reiormists and

fultraﬁlefts who deny the Workers' character of the Soviet State, thamithe
. Red Army is feared for precisely its revolutionary potential, that its very

presence is & naterial aid to the maturing revolution, of the highest order.’. .
The role of the Red Army in Poland and the Saltic countries, altliough only
slightly studied, showed that its first and immediate reactions were the

. setting up of Workers Soviet Republics - although unfortunately in the course‘g
“of a few days or weeks the GPU came onto the scene and degenerated these B
" Republics to the level of Stalinism elsewhere in Russla. '

But these facts are only indicatiins. The basic chsracter of -the Soviet.”.lz

i Statg is to be found in its econony.. @ = - -

Here is a nation which in 12 years from 1926 to 1940 increased its

. production by 65%. The highest increase in any ten years for a capitalist i
‘nation was the American increase of 120% from 1880 10.1890. And this increase  ~

was achieved in the midst of the greatest world depression, -without any.

' . . -

_ appreciable credits from'anyvcapitaiist,nation. I oo -

- Soviet economy unlike capitalist economy (including the cgonomy®of. -
Germany), is concerncd with the world market and markets in general only in:.

& secondary “sense. Exports and imports are less than 'one half the exports .

and imports even under Czarist Russia, and are steadily shrinking (up t8 phe
present war, that is).” The raxim of world capitalism: "export or die" cer~ .-
actically no.
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, Russiarn economy, unlike Capltallst*é onun,, is not vlutted with a capl-

,}tal surplus, with billions of dollars in;g irold at Fort Knox with no place to .

be. 1nvested1,Cap1ta1 investments of the oov1et State in economy have been

" phenomenal (although it must be admltted much of ‘it has come out of the’ hide

“'of the worklng class throush a very high; turnover tax). The State has put up
new factor;es and new means of productloﬂ amounting to a few hundred billion

© rubles - anc 1t put it up prec1scly wae! ‘world capitalism, because of its
‘pverproductxonl had to retire the means of productlon.

Russ1an ‘ onomy 1s relatlve‘y freelfron the crises of overproductlon

- ever.: present 1n capitalist economy = despite the fact that its production
vhasgrown at a faster rate than anything Bver before seen. The Russian mar-
ket is hot ‘a: halter around the neck of its economy. THe market expands d1-
rectly with ‘the éxpansion or productlon.ﬁ

, Above alt there is no prlvate approprlatlon w1th1n tHe Sov1et Union, Mo
one may hire. and exploit- the labor of aﬂyone else. Although incomes have

~ risen enormously no.one may still: earn more than apprOklmately 330, 00X, per-

- year (a h1gh7f1gure, and -one to be condemled for a Workers' State but very
low compared- 0. earnings in the capitallst nations). And above all not a.

cent of thls monay rmy be relnvested 1ﬂ'the procucqlv~ process.-

Literacy ln tHe oov1et Unloﬂ has 1ncreased at an unbcllevaole rapid
tenpo -'in almost one crenercz.tlon. drec:fcnools, free medical attention, many "
13001a1 reforms (materlltj leaves, unsnploymcnt conpensation, vacatlon resorts
etc.'); the 6. and 7 hour -days (until thé'war began, when the 8 hour day was
v1ntroduced)1 and many other such soc1a1 characteristics clearly indicate that
‘we are dealing riot with capitalism, and ‘hot with any "new" society, but w1tH
oA WOrkers‘ ~'ate belng undermlned by th e pressure of world capltallsm.

.Thosg who look for “managerial revolutlons" like trs dilettante pro-
.fessor Burnitam, or for "something new", in this sltuatlon,/gust choose to -

forget that history is riot made of the wrole cloth, that it.has these
'aberratlons and z1F—zabs.

-

The Reyolutlonary Marxists rccobnlze these z1P~zars and understard tre

5 ;POtentlal& f Soviet economy and the Red: ann, tk.recognlze that 0V°Fn18ht

'"tln the process of the imperialist war these forces may again. become th.e most

1‘mighty force “for the maturing of World Revolutlon.‘znd huls despite, and 1in
ffact a-ga,mst Stallnlsm. .

L

. To fail-to reckon on this in t1e present perlod is fatas for aﬁ;interha—"”
‘ tlonal strai,egy. : R
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