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TO THE EXPLOITED AND OPPRESSED‘

‘COMRADES._

The battleflelds of tre world are strewn with the mutllated bod~ -
1es of hundreds of thousands of the healthiest and most talented of the
world's youth. The great powers are vying with each other to.see ‘which

. power can better tint thie rivers and fields of the world with' the red blood
of the “enemy" youth.  After three and a half years millions are already
dead and missing; millions. rore have ‘been maimed for life,. their ambitions
and dreams snuffed out in-this one mad entcrprlse of the capitalist world.

: And for what? For what do the oppressed and exp101ted masses of
humanity flght? Whose 1nterests do they serve in the armies of . their mas-

“vers?

- The second llke the first, WOrld War is a war for 1mper1a11st
gain, a war for markets and riches, a war for colonies - directly or in-
directly controlled. - a war in which the capitalists of all nations fight
only for control of the world's investments and profits.:  How can any per-
"son doubt this? How ran anyone belizve that the Morgans, the Rockefcllers,
the Grenfells, the Mistubishis, the Krupps, and the other finance capital-

“1sts have suddenly been 1mbued w1th noble d051r°s for the "Pour Frcedoms"
or "lebensraum"?

!
wg Conmunlsts - (Not Stallnlst } - have long predlcted this war.
' From the ‘very day that the first war ended we p01ntcd out that either the

World Revolution will be victorious, or capltallsm will again one day re-

sume the fratricidal struggle ,. amongst the powers for merkete and spheres
.. of influence. We were proven 100% correct. p1storj ss verified our '

" every prediction. Dying cepltallsm tried for 20 years to stave off the
results of its sicknesses. For twenty long years it fought off the pro-
letarlan revolution, on the -one¢ hand, and it tried ‘to bolster its moribund
economy on the other. But it could not be. Production continued - and.
continues to this day - to outstrip world markets. Competition between
individual capitalists mounts to polltlcal competltlon between states;

" capitalist inventions and technological improvements result only in greater

- searcity, in plowlng under, in closed-in "self-sufficient® economies. "The

individual states engage in polltlcal warfare, tariffs, askl-marks [ trade-
pacts, etc. But cven thiis stop gap gains nothing. The inevitable result,’

the inevitable end of th1s whole capitalist tragedy, can only be War. The
first war leads to a second and the second to a third, unless the forces of?

-progress and stability, the forces of proletarlan revolution can destroy.
]the capltallst monster-system of war, unemployment and colonlal oppress1on.*

The masses of the world stand today engulfed in the greatest mad




.»only 1n the-Fascist countrles, but in the so-called Democrzblc countrxes -as
‘well. :

In the name of "Democracy", economic want is reaching a twentieth

century high. "In the name of "Democracy" the working masses have been tied
- into one knot of regimentation after another, wage freezing, job freezing,

. restrictions on movement, elimination of all democratic rlghts, onslaughts

"agalnst the trade union nmvcment, censorshlp and repre551on.

In the name of "Democracy" a thousand Indlan workers and peasants
are slaughtered by .the Brltlsh Imperlallst for the solé crime of demaniling
bread, land and freedom. 1In the name of "Democracy" the Allied Imperialists
1mpose a semi-fascist regime on the "liberated" North African colonies.” In

the name. of "Democracy" the Porto Rican colon1a1 masses. are reduced to uni-
verdal starvatlon.

What a Shnm. What an ev11 Joke. In.all "Democratic" countrL-s .
the forces of open reaction and Tascism are growing with seven league boots.
‘In.all "Democratic" countries, Workers Rights are being taken away with a-

,breathless and em barrasing haste. Thus again the words of the Marxists.
are confirmed - bourgeois domocracy and fascism are children of the same
.mother, capitalism, bourgeois democracy mer'ely paves the way for fasci s,

. The brutality and evils of fascism are too well known to bear repetition;
‘but the lies of the “Democracies" becloud the fact that here too the death
throes of capitalism is breedlng more open repression and brutality. The

'Revolutlonary Marxists denounce German and Italiezn Fascism; and Japanese

totalitarianism, for their imperialist ambitions, for their gruesome attacks

‘against the livihg standards of the working class, for their barbaric per-
‘secution of oppressed minorities such as the Jews., But we denounce equally
‘the so-called Democratic powets, who share the same imperialist ambitions,
" who are fighting a death struggle to. defend their glogted empires, who are
‘not quite as barbaric and not quite as repressive as yet only because of

their super-proflts whlch for the time bclnb‘stlll permit minor rcforms and
concessions, :

o "All over the world Fascist tendencies are growing, and not just

 temporarily either. The feconomy:of scarcity" of.dying capitalism permits
of .no other outcome.

“its political ooncomitant, Fascism, or the complete destruction of capital-

.ism, .in all its forms (Kascist and "Democratlc" both) and creation of. a.
‘ WOrkers Council Republlc. ' .
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. in the distant but 1n the very near future.

,aculons and strategices that give comfort
“WAT effort, but confuse, dcmorclluc,
Either a lower and still lower standard of living, and '

'_natlonallst movements 1n the capitalist. countries,’

‘there .15 no need to despalr.

her - lded and almost .unseen; but they are "row1ng by le@ps 1nd bounds none-
theless. -

~

. That the masses w111 soon revolt is'a forevone conclusion. Every
';war period 1n all h1story has had & revolutionary cllmax. The first World.

The forccs of world rcvolutlot)a-re growing un- o

- demagogy, and confusicn of thesc reformist’

War. Lndcd ‘with the v1ctor10us ‘Russian Revolutlon and the defeated~
Revolutions " in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Finland, FRul,garia, and
other lands. The second War will end in the same way - in fact therecan be"

no other conclusions. The revolt of the masses ih India, the rumblings in
France and central :Furope and in fact even the small erlke of the anthracite
minhers in the United States, all point to a comlvg Rcvolutlonary storm - not

v

The Revolutlon, the strucglc for tk llarratlon of manking w111 ‘come soon=
of that therc can be no doubt whatsosver. But our task, as proletarians and
revolutionists is to sec to it that the Revolution is successful, that it de- -
stroys capltallsm and thc capltallst state once ara for °11.

The Second. WOrld War llkc the first dcmands an uncomprom1s1ng struggle
against the social-patriotic and- ccntrlst elements within the Labor ‘Movement
itself. Without 2 struggle -against opportunism in all its forms, victory
is impossible. Without a relentless cxposure .of the ‘social imperialist role
of the Stalirists, and the trade union purocrats, of ‘the semi-pacifist pre=
war role of the Socialists znd of. the centrist fulminstions of the Trotsky
organizations - without = ‘clear cut opposition‘to these organlanlons, a
struggle against. the Impcrlw11°t W=r is 1mposs1b1€.'

' The Second War, even nore than the flrst, has seen the ab-
ject capitulation of all the major organiz~tions of the worklng
class, to the "defense of the fatkerland". Stalinism has not
only become 2 tail to the "Democratic™ war eftort, but it has ,
pledged itself to 2 ruthless siruggle agalnst proletarizn revol-
ution for at least 20 years. Socizl-Democracy in Europe had. .
repeated.its rolc.cs a pawn of the imperialist, covcrnments. .In
America, far removed from the seats of power, the Second Inter—

.national supports thé¢ war sffort but with "criticism" of its .

administration. - The 01d London Euro, the Indepcndént Labor

Party, the Pivert Group, znd-the various Trotsky organizations

continue to mouthe hwrmless pacifist Phrases, harmless  and auto-
matic words of "opposition to the war", but constcntly propose .

and aid to the bourgeois' -
, and retard the devclopment .
.ol the masses. .It is impossible to"fight"the war and at the same
time propose "trad: union control of military training . It is
impossible to "fighkt" the war and at the same time (w1th"left"
~eriticism) support pacifist organizations, labor p= rties, nnunng
ete. It is,

impcssible tc _"flght" the war on the pregram of centrlsm that
"democracy" is a lcsser cv11 Lhan Faqc1sm.

Yes, the masses of tho world must soon rcv61€

. against thc‘
menstrous blocd-letting.

But in thcir path will. be hurled the.
and ccntrlst ‘elements




,**thhlh their own. ranks, as we11 as the open repre531on of the Fasc1st, milx-’
. tary a,nd ot.her reac’olonary for ces.

Now as never before Proletarian ReVOIutiOn means -the building of a
- Revolutionary World Party of Marxism, a New Cumrunikt Fourth International.

Without. such a Party, based on the sc1ent1f1c teachings of Marx,. Engels and
‘Lenln, victory is 1mp0551b1e. '

Just as the victory of the. Russ1an Revolutlon was predxcated on the ex-

istence of the Bolshevik Party and its center for a Third Internamlonal so

the victory of the working class inr the present war is predlcated on the
bulldlng of a Fourth Communlst Internatlonal.

The. forces for ‘such an International today are very small - centered \
primarily around the International Contzct Commission. But the Program of
these forces is all important. On the program of turning the imperialist -
~ war into a civil war, of the main enemy is -t home, of contlnulng the Class

Struggle in all:iphases of the total war offort - on sucha program a new move-
ment will evnntua ly gain recrults b" the qhous,nds.

xh-

, In every Revoldtibnarj Peribd the masses have shifted far to the left
of their leadership. - The English Revolution haed its "Diggers"; the French
TRevolution had its legalitarians" and its Bubeef; the American Revolution

had its "levellers and agrarians"; the massces in the Russian Revolution

were sometimes far ahead of the Bolsheviks._ Drivan by despair the masses
;must always move to the xtreme left, ‘ : o '

: But ‘that rcvolutlonary enﬂrgy w111 be d1551pat°d and destroyed unless'
‘a new Marxian Party is born to direct 1t 1nto useful channels.

Three and a half years after the start of the second Norld War we are

agiln moving to a new October. In that end in tHat only 11cs tﬂe salvar
tlon of nanklnd : : v .

LOHG LIVE THE PROLET ARI AN REVOLU“IOV

DEFEND THE. so’ti.rm*_ U¥ION

LONG LIVE THE GOHHU/IST FOURTH INTERNA”IONAL

. International Contact. Commission
(Proviszonal)
ARFILIATES: -
‘Red Front of Germany

Revolutlonary Wbrkers‘League of the Unlted Stntns
'1Len1n1st League of Scotland

" revolutions,
',they are. Fasc1sts, reactlonarles, llberals, or socxal—reformlsts or centrlsts.

.stand above the commercial and 1ndustr1al capltallsts._
. of .decay capitalism, the antagonism between the bourgeoisie and proletariat, -

'FASCiSH : A PRODUCT‘OF DECAY CAPITALISH

Bourge01s wrlters, as well as the opportunlsts, and the Marx1sts, rec~‘.
oghize that we are at a twrning point in world history.  Hewever, with typlcal
class blindness, th ey refuse to recognize that the turning point. consists

'in the fact that.it is.a period in which theitr class rule is coming to an

‘end. They recognize, with the Marx1sts, that our epoch is one of wars and.
But they distort it ¥h various ways, depending upon whether

The Class State

" The Fasc1sts state the end of the democratlc "plutocramlc" state is at

~hand, and the era of the guper-class, or non-class, or corporative state,
_ which stands above all classes has begun. The basic idea which Marxists

point out underlies the reality of all states, that all states rest on class
rule, that the state is the political instrumént of the dominant economic
class, applies also to the Fascist state. It is the instrument of the. .cap-
italist class, within which the dominant strata (domlnant by virtue of the
inner-organization of capitalist economy) is ‘thé fihance capital group;,”’ who

The class tensions

theé -cirrumscribed environment of the hemmed-in petty bourg deolisie, under
fascism, are not mltlgated by the défeat of the proletarlat, which is al-
ways and everywhere a pre-requisite for the triumph of fascism. On the con-
‘trary, despite. the defeat, whether,as in Gérmany  there has been no civil

‘wal, or in Spain, there has; the class struggle contxnues in. a,repressed
form that is only kept from breaking out into the most violent outbursts,

thru the maximm use of force (in the first period with the aid of the most

. desperate elements of the petty—bourge01s1e and lumpenproletariat, later

primar11y~w1th the army and pOllCe forces.). .

State Serues Class Interest

Under such circumstances, in which the state's repressxve force is

'.cohscantly brought into play, now against petty-bourgeoxs ‘elements {such as

the Jewish Masses in Germany), now against bourgeois (Thyssen], and always
agalnst the proletarlat and peasant masses, the Fascist ideology se ems to_
have a base in reality. The state apparently punishes all classes with -

- equal impartiality. But as with the boprge01s democratic state, th s appear~ -

ance belies reality. -What takes place is that the bourgeois state, Fascist -
.in political form, as the executive .arm, the representative -of the Hlstorlc
interests of the capitalist class as a whole, "punishes" various elements -

in order to. maintain the economi¢ structure as a whole. . With the world mar-

kets restricted, with the home market increéasingly limited by the depreSSLOn
of ‘the masses' living standards, there is less profits to. go around. among -
the bourgeoisie, and the eternal reorganlzatlon of" capxtallst -economy. con—
tinues, with the weaker capitalists being driven to the wall. Namurally
theyattempt 10 r851st, and elther conquer or are wxped out.

o




DS NTERNATIONAL NEYS
0 In the interésts of maintaining capitslism, finance capital - - S LA - EARORE . i e el
_(:'ut}s'*'th'e_‘ rations of ‘all the other exploiters, asgwell as of _the -~ . ipmediztely before the Spanish bourgeoisie the.task of rét.éi,hj.ri‘g' POWEr U=
toilers, The political machine (Nazi, fascists, ete.) hag its own organizational. - .. der conditions of mass.Semirstarvation'frOm the very fir“pémbment'qfiitsi'
“needs and naturally devours a sizable slice of the bourgeois profits, as did = . " reconsolidation of power. =~ . = K ER a
" “the "democratic" politicians of bourgeois democracy. Where the "democratic" - R : : : '
politicians were chiangeéd, or cut off the payroll, according to the changing
" political needs of the bourgeois'democratic state, with much attendant pub- o _ o _ : . : g .
"'Jic outery, and flimflammery about "throwing out the crooked politicians', N In France, Taséisn appears even more ridiculous than in “Spain, despite
. the fascists are merely silently purged from the payroll, or even jailed or S .. the more advanced economic development of France. French fascism several
' ;océasibnalry'even shot. The contraction of capitalist economy, the fallihg o ¢.o..  years ago began to acquire a mass base, but due to- the retarding effect
‘absolute profits as-well as theRATZ of profits, affects the Nazi machine no -~ '~ .. which the Spanish Civil war had upon the dévélopment of French fascism, it -
" less than other sections of the population. (The "June purges" are in a AR Y~ " “lost ground. The opening. of the sécond imperialist war caught the French .
.. different category: they are the crushing of the “radical" petty-bourgeois - 7 . -~ bajrgedisie in a precarious position, Having thriust the bayonet point. of = .
" who Tinance capital used to crush the proletariat, who thought THEY were . L o a Bonapartist government at’ the heart of bourgsois democracy, the exploiters: -—
. ‘deternining fascist policy, and who were smashed in the process of reconsol- - -~ " has not yet developed a suffitiently powerful mass base for the Fascists 1o -
" idation of the position of the big bourgeoisie after the’subsiding of the S © - selze power, and thus reconsolidate (for a period) their rule agaihst the
" petty-bourgeois wave of mass discontent.) ' ' ' o I .7 loeming threat of proletarian revolution. In this condition, where class
N R o - o ) _ A . relations had not breken out into civilwar only due to the passivily .of
". National Form of Fascist State = o ' el o the proletariat @i té€r the Peple's Front betrayal (1936—38),_on_the Left,
- IR : : ' T ’ and the preparations for reorganization of the Fascist forces, on the Right, =
. and.the Bourgeois State maihtained status-quo by army and police rule, and
by decree -~ in this condition, the French bourgeoisie were-thrust willy- '
‘nillf into the second imperialist war. L ~

" FRANCE

1

Fascism in different countries varies according to national peculiar-
‘ities, economic developrment, and class struggle. It is not a "pure" phen<
omenon, which everywhere assures identical forms.. The more developcd the
- éountry, hdwever, the more clear be ome thie main outlines with less "com-
plicating" features: 'In content.it is everywhere the same: counter-revol-

 ution against the proletarian revolution; whether the latier exists in ‘the ~©.ger of proletarian revolution, the bourgeoisie first played "waiting",
Torm of open civil war, or in the existence of a pre-revolutionary situation e .~ .supposedly preparing its forces for titaric battles with the German armed
. whién the class coriscious workers and Marxists either fall or are incapable = - . 0t forees, Actually, they were vacillating on the question, not .of waging
»of utilizing. ’ : T . G : : I Vit o war against Germany,*hUtAGAINST THE FRENCH PROLET ARIAT. with Hitler's " - . 02
S ‘ o R _ B i . " . conguest of Poland (made easy thanks to- the Hitler-Stalic Pact} and of the ..
~In Germany Fascism -assumes a more "classic" form than in less developed PSR - Low Countries, the French baurgeoisie made gheir decision: bourgeois de-

 Italy, despite the fact that Hitler's accésion to power followed Mussolini - . . [featism. - Their repressive measures against the proletarial having been
" by eleven years. This is not due to the German 's having the Italian exper-

_ IR ... made as far as possitle under the Daladier-Bongpartist rule, they flung .-~ -
ience to draw upon, but because class relatlons are far more developed in - - “ . themselves upon Hitler's mercy, for portection against-the Frenchi masses.
Germany: bourgeoisije, proletariat, and petty-bourgeoisie of town and country e L ‘

Recognizing their inability to wage a pro-longed war without the déh—

_ o S Hitler obliged, takihg heavy toll not only of the masses’'in repression and .
" stand ih their interrelations nowhere sharper outside of the United States. = “’ . taxes and living necessities, but also of the French bourgeoisie. . . SN
SPAIN  France Under German Conquest
. .In Spaih, fascism appears a phenomehon which has less of a mass base _ . , _ R
©.Vproportionately".than in Germany OR- Italy. In fact, its mass base is very. = " Not having yet acquired a powerful mads base, or even a “"popular" ideology.
.- 'small, and from the outset, it has had to resort to the police and armed . e .~ la.la "National Socialism", - the "Fascist Reévolution" etc) these ultra e
:forees of the state as the primary force .of suppression.. Spanish fascism = " 7w -Natibnalists wére reduced at once to. the most -contemptible apologists for -
" appears as a caricature of. Nazism and Mussolini's fascism, This is because - - . the Nazi’ conquerors. The Petaih;goﬁerhmenpf"a'bonAapartiSt_regime;exiét’
‘of the enormous class struggles, which were defeated only witli the greatest .. ~ -ihg only with the aid of German bayonets, lacking-even a pretense of an
jount of foreign help, direct and indirett{such as denial of food, credits ' ' army of its own, borrowed from Fascist. ideology by speaking of the
iar materials); and the effect of thege gigantic struggles added to the back- © ™ational™ "French Revolution" against obseolete "plutociatic democrac
wardness of Spanish economy, plus the deday~of world capitalism, has placed' - - ete.,ete,  But the needs of the German imperialist wa:”machihe;fthe ab

'The.French fascists,;Were thus caught in a contradictory situation.




_1n'the past, or acquiring a new mAss. base in the near'futuret All tham
~remaifis is "re-organizations" (as to the "Chief of State", the cabinet, etc)

.ﬂjwhlcn arouses from the masses only new contemptuous ;uffaws, even if re-. s
~pressed. Sabotage, terrorism, and increased cooperaLlon with the DeGaulllst

'Q.bourge0151e is the reply of the French masses.

‘The DeGaulllst bourgeoisie are in a very. remarkable position, Whlle
,J?DeGaulle is a royalist, and his-entourage in ludes known r1ght-w1ngers .as~
.. well as elements who havé cooperated with the Cagoulards, he maintains

5i, working relationships with the Socialists and Stalinists and other opportun-

.ists of the french labor movement. -DeGaullism has..given platonic support

to. the position of a return, bourgeois democracy in. France, which is none too

‘concrete, ‘and has aroused -considerable suspicion among the reformist camp-
.followers of the liberal bourge0151e. -They maintgdin, as good imperialists,

_e',relatlonshlps with the. French colonial admlnlstramlon who have not yet dis-
L vavowed Vlchy. _ B

Altho French fascists (and. thesame: applies to the Béelgian Rexists and.

“the Italian Fascists) appear today as agents of Hitler, they are fundament-
ally abents of native capital. Once the German military occupation_of

France is withdrawn (which is by-and-large. inevitable, even if Hitler would -

win the war) French fascism would assert itself, against all foreign bour-
‘geoisies =~ includipg the German -- as well as .agaimst the French t01lers‘

- Their collaboration with Hitler, like the Soc1a1—Democrats of Flnland

- merely reflects thd difficult position of. their "own": ‘bourgeoisie, AT THIS
V1JUNCTURE IN THE I“PERIALIST WAR AND THE CLaSS STRUGGLE. -

Fasczsm 4s A Product Of Decay Capttallsm

To understand thls, is of flrst rate 1mportence for Marx1sts every-

‘. where.. This fact is a potent weapon against social-chauvinism, "which echoes

'a.the bourgeois democrat's lie that fascism is the product of Hitler Germany. -

. The complicated Buropean situation today, after the ‘Spanish (as the latest
. pre-war) betrayal by the opportunists, hag helped to confuse the fact that
.« FASCISK IS THE PRODUCT OF DECAY CAPITALISH, thre weapon of the bourge0151e
-'_of every country against its own proletarlat. :

Marxlsts state tham Fasc1sm/1d the final form of the class rule of the

bourge0151e, it is ideal political form in the period of decay capitalism;
as: bo.rge01s-democracy befitted developing capitalism. . This does not
‘mean’ ‘that bourgeols democracy cannot appear as a form of state rule again,
he. countrles now under fascist rule. They can, and undodbtedl will,
But /t must be clear, that such an appearance can only be an epfsode of -~
ite duratlon, a Juncture in the rapid developing class struggle. It :

1 _ ‘as a result of - mllltary defeat, economlc and polltlcal breakdown;

smrrrm\z T QNAL NEWS .

| ami a soc:lal revolutlon w‘mcl' is m t,he first stages,

kers o .&: Buc=

- ‘devaloping dual power. If the Marxists .do not lead the:wor :
cessful selzpre of power, then fascism will again, in one form or anotﬁer,“__
INEVITABLY REdPPEAR. _ : _» : e

-

Capltallst D@"ZOCT'(ICL’ At leferent Staées

This bourse01s democracy of wnlcn we speak uere, is not. conparable
‘to the bourgeols democracy of developmU capitalism. In that period also, "

it i5 true, open dictetorships, monarchical and bonapartist regimes alter-‘j

nately appeared as economic¢ developments proceeded and the class struggleiiﬂ
ebbed and flowdd., It .is also true that bourgeois democracy under deve10p~‘
“ing 1mper1allsm reached its height after the bloodiest defeat’ of the pro--
‘letariat up to that time (the Paris Comrune). PBut these alternations
found bourgeois democracy ever stronger and caritalism ever expanding.

The proletariat, growihg 'in size and movihg from a subordihate motive force
in' the bourgeois revolution, to an. attempt to sieze power ‘in -its own ri ht
—-prematurely (as Marx indicated to the French workers). But the. domlnant
‘struggle was between decaying feudalism and rising capltallsm, the .
'whole of world polltlcs was colored by this fact.

Today, however,. the p051tlon and objective tasks of bourge01s deno~f-_
cracy, insofar-as the class rule of: the bourgeoisie ia concerned, are dlf-"
ferent. - Since fascism is the best form to maintain cap italist rule in -

- THIS period of DECAYING world capitalism, and there is no economic baselffj

for bourgeois democracy to exist upon as a stable rule, bourgeois democracy -
can only serve to stem the tide of proletarian revolutions until the ex~vg[
plditers can reorganize the forees to institute fascist rule.: Between. thef
desires of thé-hourgeois democrats and the petty bourge01s who follow themgs
--and the obJectlve réality--the political needs of dacay capitalism there

is a wide gap. Many such elements oppressed by fascism, sincerely ‘believe

they can find .solution to their problems -in a return of bourgeois democracy

 a release from "the tyranhicil rule® of ithe : "madman!, "power-crazy" Hltler,

or Mussolini, or Franco. Unforiunately for them, they have no place .in the
contracting world of bourgeois economy. Not absorbed into the proletarlat,
they are too large for the fascist bou(geOLSle and burocrams to "purge" .
(execute) entirely.. . -

Tie'Workers'to Bourgeois Democratie Needs

Let the MthlSt° win: kesemony, and the woruhy gentlemen w111 turn or
the proletarlat with all the ferocity of a Hitler or.a Frarco.- Thlers

“the rise of capitalism would find his 'Hemocratlc"counterpmrt TODAY,.
._would outdo Scheldemann and company and Thiers combined.

" soeialist and stalihist. gentny fulminate against fascism: ot to free th

proletarian AND petty bourgeocis masses from thé oppressiom and. slaugh
of ‘a dylng economic system, but only in order to. reinstltnats a




. from regaining power.,"

Y

;out- red polltlcal form of - that rule. They dream of‘w1nn1ng
,1back”f1ne parllamentary and other- governmental jobs, trade
‘union officialdom positions, journalistic careers, etc. ad
‘pauseam, while the masses remain exploited by the "liberal®

~wgemocratic" bourgeocisie who have "seen the errors of - their ways""

- =- a la Herr Thyssen. And while monopoly capital tightens its

. grip on the whole of society and the bourgeois state { through
~.increasing governmental control and subsidy of '"private enter-
prlse"), our worthy friends.can write whole libraries and coynt-
less newspapers and radio broadcasts about the "new" "democratic"
Wcollectivist® world, against sectdrian Warx1sm whlc“ calls for
‘"unnecessarj v1olent revolution®, etc.

Can The Capztalist Democrats Ouerthrow Fascisnm

_ Such bourge01s democracy ao would follow the ‘overthrow of -
‘fascist rule would be a shorter prelude to the reappearance of
fascist rule, even than the Weimar Republic aftéer the overthrow
of "Kaiser Wilhelm's monarchy, was. for Hitler's "Third Reich",

In point of time, it would be most comparable to the Kerensky -
"Republlc {in which. Lenin and the Bolsheviks' 1ntervent10n a-
voided a Kornilov white terror military dictatorship}) the

'Spanlsh Republlc aftnr Alfonso s ovérthrow and durlnc the People s
;_front, etc. . .

.

It would reprueent a8 perlod in which the bourgeoxs democrats,
"with Triendly foreign help (Wall St.and London) would organize .
their apparatus - Provisional Government or what have you - ,

" while - the masses having . overthrown the Fasc1st rerlme, would
“have set up Lhe;r Soviets, with the petty—bourge01s1e s speakers
dominating.. Inevitably, these people {(Socialists, Stalinists,
Centrists, etc.) would.seek to unite .the Soviets wikh the bour-
geois democratic state, against reaction; "to keep the Right
While the Marxists, recognizing that the
~decisive factor in the situation is the development -of the soc-
ial revolution of .which this transient condition is but the.
first stage,” and would seak to wean the Soviets away from the
- petty~boyrgeois agents of .finance capltal to lead them 'toward
the seizure of power, the opportunists would insist on channel-.
- izing the mass upsurge into support-of the exploiters. We have
1'n0t yet guaranteed o' -position, will be their cry. "First let
ouss wipe out all fascist and pro-fascist elements, by Supporting
“ this People's Front (or Democratic Bloc or Democratic=Soci?kigt-
‘i'Communlst" Coalitifn, or what have y¢i) &nd THEN when the

;"democratlc" forces are COHSOlld“ted 'we can think about the
f;ght for Soc1allsm... ' '

?h&ﬂ course whlch ‘will Lnev1tab1y be the pollcy of the opportunistl. ~
would if" followed, lead directly to the restoration of the Fasc1st re"ime 1n :

. one from or another,

Communlsm Oor Fasczsm

~ Under thls bourgeois republic, the road back to fascism would 1ead L
along the following path# 1) the overthrow of fascism and the setting up of -
the two powers, the bourgeois-democratic provisional government, and the
soviets, with a general "honeymoon" period of lofiy democratic phrases
~and illusions aboyt the nature of the "triumph", both as iq its class
character and its stability; 2) sharpening class struggles with the boyr-

_ge01s derocrats working to consolidate their power, and the breaking of -
' promises; backhanded maneuvers with the "Right", coming. together of liberal
-explo;terS'WLLH those "rights who have seen their mistakes" {Dbet us not be

revengeful - all make mistakes, the left has been guilty of cxcesses as
well" as the right); the main thing to assure the permanent victory of "dem-

“ocracy"--and on the other Wand, growing sections of the workers falling xhto’

apathy, a growing shift towards the left, strikes, lockouts; 3) the fizht
againgt economic breahdown, agailst. "anarchy" i.e. the proletarian revol~ .

. ution; 4) punitive actions against strikers, -attack. on the Soviets by

‘boyrgeois armed forces (cries of "down with anarchism", "down with Trotéky

‘agents of fasciSm"; "against séctarian disrupters who obJectlvely aid- '
, fasclsm",etc } S} IPF THE {ARXISTS DON'T INTERVENE ON 4 CORRECT POLICY. (win

hegemony .in the Soviets, prepare for seizure of power, etc,)--mass, sporadlc
‘risings of various strata, confliet- with tlie bourgeois democrats and with .

‘Fascists will lead to possible repetltlon of the Spanish defeated civil

war¢ 6) reinstitution of Fascism, riow ‘that the exploiters have reconsolldated
sufficient forces to defeat the proletarlat ~ the bourgéois democrats and
opportunists blaming each other {"lack of cooperation, personal intrigue,

lack of initiative ih repre551ng all dxsruptlve forces) and blaming the '
prolet,anat. white terrer. .

'




against’ oppos1nP forces. It 1s a vital neceSSLLy for the defense of
emocratic rights of ‘the worklnG class ‘and to Turther the workers’ o
ic-énds.. In the case of International trade union unity it is- ofhighest
cal. sxgnlflcance and must. rssulv in-more than a mere post-office’ re—¢
'_atlonshlp. It must represent uniiy of dnulcn Lo dexend and advance the

rade UnlﬁhiSuS snd workers and peasan cause wnerever the struggle may
ake place._ : o

The AngLo—Russzan ”Unaty

we are now confronued w1th a "Unity™ plan w1tb1n tbe countrv be- -
t.ween the- fact,lons of. the A.F.ofL, and tke C.1.0. as well as the proposals

-fof ‘the Anglo-Sov1et Trade Union Committee to the Unions of the United Statesj;-

to: join hands in ‘international solidarity-against the Axis powers and to-

‘defend the economic needs of the workers. Sp far the Internationals’ of

_the United States have kept a post-of fice relationship with the British

__trade unionists and, to an extent, with the socialist trade. unlonlsts of
gome’ Europnan countries. Both the A.F., of L., and the C.I.O. have flshed 1n :

the waters of Latin America for Pan-American relations.- The A.F.ofL. has

¢arried out the structures of the state: department of -American. lmperlallsm,ff*'

while John L. Lewis has at least r11rted with the Peooles Front elemebt in:
:the Lat n Amer1can urade unions.

. . . o E T ——
o . F -l

Now the Greens, H;lmans, Toblns, Lew1ses, and Nurrays are confronted
w1th “the proposals to'join hands with the- Br1t1sh ahd Russlan’ Unlons in a
owerful ‘international union movemént. But as. yet to no avail. - They have

ot reached the stage of "pOlltlLal" independence where- theJ can take even
such a mild stép- w1thout the . consent of their. wall Street bosses.

Phe Old Anglo-Souzet Comntttee

Just before the 1927 British General Strike the unlons of Brltaln ,

o and the Soviet: Unlon worked out ‘Unity proposals and certain working agree- R
gments. ‘The revolutlonary Marxists worked for the provram of class struggle -
0 .aild- the Brltlsh ‘workers in their showedown struggle with British’ 1mper—-
falism. - The British agents of 1mper1a11sm in t he ranks of labor hoped to
long with this gigantic strike movement, which was taklng on world:
ignificancej in- order to at the right moment stab it in the ‘back," Flrst 9
these British labor agents tried to stop the movement, and when this falled
they Jolned“ it.. ~History already reveals the treacherous role of the ~
rltlsh trade unior- 1eaders. ‘And history also records the betraaal of -

Cits capltulatlon to tliese labor agents of British 1mper1allsm.

costly lesson, ‘but at least 1t should be a’ lesson, well worth
eadlngeand_studylng. ‘

Brltlsh and Stallnlst 1eaders“1p is an attempt: to line up greater

°¢_to the imperialist war, on the side of the Anglo-Amerlcan 1mper1allsts.
- For greater social-patriotic support: of the exploiters of these: countrle
in-their struggle against the Axis. How shall revolutionary Marxists =
"answer this gomplex question of unity? . How "ghall we expose the support o
'uALhe imperialist slaughter and at thé same time. help materially the defense

f the Sov1et Unlon and for genuine 1nternat10na1 trade union unlty?

For International Trade Unzon Unity

_ The hnenﬁmuxal ﬂsontact Commi s8ion (prov1sional) st&nds for Lrade union

T‘unity Trade' union unlty within countries and on an internatlonal scale; i

' consumated on a correct program can move the working class forward. The,

. fight for trade union unity on the basis of a class struggle program “and th
- organization of progre531ve groups ih-all unions on this. b351s with rank:

~and file control and union democracy are progréssive steps tham help our:

'*class—-even if tbe final: rroel 1s ngt reached at cnce.

OUF PQOGP!F

- The present step° toward 1nternatlona1 trade union: unlty cones ir
midst of an imperialist war causing the greatest: ‘devastation of men:“ar

- 'material that the carth his yet seen.  Thig unity must be- used for. agita

in the trade union movement throughout. the world where revolutlonany

’Marx1sts are functlonm5 to take the preliminary day' to,.day -steps o -or' n:

‘tating the working class on an INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS LINE: agalnst both

-camps of the 1mper1a1;sts, against decadent bourﬂe01s—democracy whlch paNes
the way for 1Ls most hideous form - vasc1om.v

\ With Lle underoround ‘movement developlng and- orfenl”lng in “Fortress"
Europe, with the Stalinists flirting with a new “form of, the . Peoples‘
to placate the more reactionary exploiters, with the BFlolS Labon
doing. everything possible to save: the.British Emplre,_w1th SOClal.r
“developing in Asia and: Europe, there is no time for half way neasures,Th
solution for the problem tham confronts the worklng class and 1t ,needs

'these countrles.
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‘fA'Por the Defense of the Soutet Unian.

'5 Fzﬁht every war attemnt ‘to curtatl any of the democratzc

rights of the massou.

. .|
6 For independent workin» class action.

.#-For the right to strike and afalnst state control of the-:

. untons in ALL countrisst.
8—Ftﬁht Fascism bﬂ fighttna Capitallsm.

o “Trade union unlty based upon soc1a1—patrlotlsm will only
“,lead to greater slaughter and more misery for-the whole world. Trade union

”}unlty based upon support of any imperialist powers ij war will only lead to

* “the use of the trad¢ union movement in- the comlng proletarlan revolutlons
:; -to beat back the workers advancL.

, The flgh for trade union unlty w1th1n eack cOuntry and on an o
,-flnternatlonal scale, based upan concrete tactics for the local situation, -
ofirmly rooted ih a class struggle pollcy will rally progressive elements in
. ~the: trade union movement for thé coming strurgles ahead. The trade union
‘movemens., under proper class leadersalp can play a most important role in
the historic battle now reaching a climax - a battle of: classes to e11m1naLe
once and for 21l the robber syst,cme of exploitation of man by man; to free
anklnd from wage slavery, and to establish production.for use.. To utlllze
-mankihd and its vast resources and materials for SOCIAL NEEDS rather than
f'g1gant1c social JdSTE 1n 1mper1a11ct wars. and capltallst dlslntevrabzon.»

"JAN 29, 1942!_e _ ’f, T

-*DgﬂobBATIC RIGHT IN TiE SOVIET‘UNIONl

1 So long as clﬂsses ‘exist the workihg class must have 1ts own 1nde-~w

,pendent class instruments. - Tis includes not only the Revolutionary Marx1an5

Party 'snd ‘the- Councils &nd wO1ker° Mllltl“ durlﬂg and after.dual power, but
the trade union movement. S S

.
-1.

2—After the - 4ork1Ug Class has selzed cower and set’ uo the chtaxorshlp:
of the Proletariat, the trade unions gain a much wider function’ in the
operation. of industry and production, ‘Their voice is heard 'in plannlng
production limits, ih a hundred and one social security measures, in check-‘

"ing. on the books and behaviour of 'management" ih the plants, etc.’ The

Unions are an 1nterral, alth01gh not drc151ve part -of wOrkers Control of
Productlon. .

o
. »

3-But, desplte these added functlons, the deLc structure of the trade‘e

unions must remain what the progressives and militants conceive of the

structure tobe in capitalist countries. This is in order to assure an -

" adequate check on the inevitable burocratic tendenules, but not burocraqy,

that must contlnue to exist even under a Norkers State. 1e . Trade Unlons

‘under a Workers State must be permitted to function without, state’ 1nt°r-,*

férente, except where they- are utilized to openly and- dlrecblv challenge ;
state power. Revolutionists within the Unions must fight for- local auton*
omy, rank and file control, Workers Democ¢racy, and freedom from stame super-f

~vision - Just a8 in- Lhc Capltallst states..

4—The Manlstd wi thin the trade Unlon movcment ip B WOrkcrs State must;

';contlnue to function as-a fraction and to brlnr the rank and file mllltants:

ever closer to a full Marxien program, and to 'propose and argue for. the
basic policies of the workers state. The Marxists must demand the Right of
the Trade Unions to strike even under a Workers State, although as- Marx1st
they will counsel thpt the bnlo ns exhaust all remedies within the State :
Apparatus first. Unless the strike is directrd against State POWER -( not.

necessarily just agaihst the gtate, because all strikes in a3 workers State -

are directed against = section of- the ta}ﬂ} - Marxists will also observe
worklng class ethics and refuse. to cross the picket line, etce. Even 1n a
Workers State thergcan be progressive and’ Justlflcd strikes to correct

burocratlc_excesges here and there, ete, This Democratic Plght of the
working class must be stornly defended.




- co;‘m'gc T':’oﬂs”

- In the Januar@'iSSue of the ‘International’ “News . we carrted a

lcorrectton of the article on Constituent 4ssembly of the prealous-

issue, pointtnﬁ,out that the RWL convenivicn had re jecied ‘the .

‘last two pcragraphs. We failed to state that we endcre ed *he
Fest of the article. Any article unsigned or not specifisd
.otherwtse ts the posttion of: the Editorial: ‘Board of  the pub-.
lication. In this case, in rejecting the two paraﬁraphs, ‘the
‘ﬂconventton endorsed the remainder of the artzclea

”But even should a COnstttuent AsSembly be establtshed R
-temporartly. tts\tnabtlity to cope with the- needs of  soctety and
‘to hold down’ ‘the masses would, soon force the tmperlalists;“e
s _natiue stooees. to resart to open dlctatorship. ‘

Vi

2= 1In the. January 1943 lssue ‘on pas ¢ 5 the second paraéreph .
preaents a false’;osttion on the question of the.main danger at
present. Phe -position adopted. at the BWL canventton ts presen-
-ted at the bottom of page. 5.

P ~

. These twr co rectlons are presented as material of the RWL
v Convéntxon because it is the ‘highest body- of the: affiliate doing
imost of ‘the. work ‘of the International Newss - The Editorial"
g(Board of - the I.N. is in full agreement with these correctiins.z

,v..
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