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A thouqh practically every lm‘t wing group
,hcxa iong. predcxed and presumably been pre-
“paring for the entry of the U. S. into the war,
. the actual event produced a political " Pearl
‘Grbor \ among the few remaining radical
gwups «nat have not yet liquidated. Faced

ary leaders wilted and weakened.

The real test — class struggle aciivity a-
il the war and capitalist state — is still
>, But those who failed the working
CLS.» m thede first hours of need, who retreat-
,ed before the onslaught of united reaction in
Wq;f time, will' not stand up as the pressure
increases .
‘We shall hot discuss here the positions of
¢ Stdlinists and Social-Democrats, social pat-
‘ripts to the core, imperialist lackeys who will
not stop at the most dastardly acs against the
werking and colenial peoples of the world.

" But thesz other organizations: the Thomas
~Bocialisis, the Anarchisis, the Wobblies, the
Cannon and Shachiman Trotskyites — what
position did they take?

X “QOPPOSITION” TO WAR NOT ENOUGH

The politically conscious section of the
«wurklng ciass has advanced a long way since
the last war. It is no longer a simplel proposi-
/ tion of saying the war is imperialist. Every so-
5 talied lefi wing and centrist force has to say
" “at least that, even the Socialist Party. i
Ce i The key to the revoluiionary attitude today

E *is the progfam for fighting the imperialist war.
..+ How they propose to fight the war — this is

.the first sharp crisis, the so-called revol:- -

) mrt mgst be’ ”ad)’usted" to wor-time conelinons

where the oppartunists and social patriots re-
veal themselves. -

ROLE OF THE STATE

The basic underlying revision of all these
yrcups is theit denial of the scientific Marxian
position on the siate; their rejection ond lack
of understanding that the main ernfemy of the
working class is ils own .ruling class. )

Because of these false positions they capit-
ulate in one form-or ancther to the capitalists.

The key guestion in all working class activity -
the independent role of the working class
-~ bacomes distorted under their policies and
the ~“lrm=n interesis of the proletariat are subor-
dinated te these of the copitalists. . i S

The Trotskyites before the war Used 1o give
lip service to these ideas. They still do, but
now they have succeeded in purging them of
all their revolutionary: meaning.

For this reason, not one of these groups
presents a proletarian internationalist. program
in the interest cf the working clagss — that
is, its I'beratior frcm imperialism and its wars,
Their positions range from shamefaced sup-
port of the war, to pacifism and vague ex-
pressions of suppor’( to the workers’ every-dtxy
struggles for better conditions, to centrist for-
mulds in which ‘revolutionary” 1o:rlguche is
accompanied by a program of caplhﬂmxon to'
the war.

A roﬁMU_LAﬁgt

THe wer, 1<' h

ary, worl' fﬂr ﬂw,smancmahoﬁ of the proletar-
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must relate o the problems of the new siw-
ation, and specifically to the siruggle against
war in the concrete. But this elementary idea
has nothing in common with what the centrisis
and opportunists mean by “adjust’.

They propose to accept the existence cf the
war, express their verbal opposition at best
but not to fight it, not to oppose it in action.
They hope to shift the issue, to drop the anti-
war fight, and try to improve the lot of ihe
working class while the war goes on. Theirs’
-is a program of continued war.

It cannot be done. The war demands ths
destruction of our living standards, degrada-
tion of oyr conditions, crushing of our demo-
cratic tights gained through many years of
struggle. To keep these, even to fight for en-

. ough bread emd butter, requires a struggle a-
gainst the war itself. One without the c'her is
impossible. To speak of improving the lot of
the working masses without a concrete direct

struggle against the war, is as utopion as the

old socialist idea of achieving socialism
through gradual social reforms and improve-
ments without a direct and concrete struggle
against capitalism. Those who desert the
struggle against the war, desert the working
zlass at the same time.

THEL W. W,

The worker who recalls the militant tradi-

.on established by the Wobblies during the
ast war, aespite their lack of political under-
standing which eventually proved their doom,
will feel sick at heart to read the "omti-war”
editorial in the Industrial Worker of Dec. 15,
1941.
“. .. Its’" still a capitalist war, of
course... The offense of the Jap work-
ox is one in which all of world lab-
or has a share. Labor has not come
forward with a better plan of run-
ning world affairs, at least, it has
given no such plan the majority sup-
port reguired to put it into effect.
. « . Despite all this, the class strug-
gle ‘goes on. The hope for a better
world never dies, neither does the
struggle for improved conditions, for
labor rights, and for final emancip-
ation of the whole wasking class...

« « « Such items as higher wages,
shorter hours, and better” working
conditions are always on the agen-
da. And it should be remembered
that only in the everyday struggle
for what is called immediate de-

- perialist .peace’”

L.ands can the working class @c- .
quire the experience, caon and . -
organization it needs in order to be-
come the general manajer of every-
thing in the classless world...”" i
What a miserabie namb;-pamby state— g
ment. Everything is the fault of ithe workers ;
Imagine a Bill Haywood or Framk Little or Joe .7
Hill vo.cing such resigned, back-boneless
mouthings when the need of the hour is a bold,
Jefiant call, a stiffening and sharpsning of the
ANTI-WAR STRUGGLE of the working class.-
THE ANARCHISTS

The LW.W. and the Anarchis's think they -
~an ignore the state and confine the struggls .
to a purely economic character. - By denying -
the need cf a struggle for a workers state, a-
gainst the imperialist state, they blunt and nul-
lify the struggle against the war. The door is
opened to outright support of the war. At least
one anarchist group has stepped through that
door. .

" ..The main aim of the united forces
of so technically able and produc- . .
tive a peop'e as we in America must
be t» concentrate on the dual task
that today confronts all progressive
sections of the world — to win the
war and not lose the peace...” }

This is the social pairictic message of the
Free Voice ¢t Labor (Freie Arbeiter Stimme,
i9, 1941), crzan <f the Jewish anarchisk

Dec.
centered largely :n Philadel phla and the eds!,
coast.

Could anything be more despicable — to
call on the working ciass to support the 1mper—
ialists and their war in the hope of a “just’
peace to be established afterwards by thé
imperialisms of the world! The lessons of the
lasi war, of the 25 years of imperialism since, :
are completely washed away for these "socidal
thinkers”.

(We wish to point out thoi this is only one’
anarchist group; we do not yet know the po-
sitions taken by others).

THE THOMAS SOCIALISTS .

The propaganda for a “democratic, anti-im- |
is a lie eand a deception of
the inlernational working class. [t objectively
fits the needs of the liberals and social patriots
who carry on a "struggle” acainst the Tories
in war time for the purpose of throwing sops
to the masses to insure their support to the.
war. The pacifist or non—revolutiancxry stand |
on the war, coupled with the "just peace”
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iThls is the position of the Soc1c1hsts

o lhe pacifism’ of the socidlists flows directly
*from their: view that the working class can
“zome 1o power through the existing capitalist
- state, can take it over and operate it for work-
‘[mq class ends. The Sccialists do not see the
siate as the executive comrmttee of the ruling
< class. S
Noihing could better expose the degenera-
tion of the Socialist Party than the fact that its
oificial . head, Norman Thomas, can publicly
- announce his weasel support of the war, at the
| same tlme that the party’s National Committee
- takes a pacﬂlst position against the war. It is
hard 1o say whlch statement is the more sick-
éning.
‘In the Socialist Call, Dec. 20, 1941, Thomas
says: ‘
' .-"..The despotic military clique
~ whaich t+77i contols the destiny of
- Yapan. follhwing the despicable mod-
© e tech~i-ue, by an ast of premed-
. itcte? troachery, while its ministers
. were sfll t«"" "y peace in Washing-
ton, attacked American territory (!),
L.y . Ameican f-rc2s and American civ-
« o~y ilions.. (This is a "socialist’” talking.

— Ed)
- “..Ouz boy: — our soms, our
l*reﬂne's — av2 involved in war on

lomd, sea and a'r. Uncrueshonably
. the country is behind them. Iis
R : hea-+is with them...

"...Ccnceivably American arms
mc ultirately win the war and Am-
erican democracy lose the peace.
Hence the necessity that we redoub-

~ le our zeal for achievement of true
v " dentocracy at home., and} the work-
: ing cut of such plans lor peace as
will be an inspiation and a chal-
lence to the peoples of the world...
“w] would not divert any Am.
erican energy from the present by
futile mourning over the past... (our
emphasis).
. In the same issue, the official stcrtement of
the National Action Commitiee says:
“...This war (is) the culmination of
a long sturgle of Europeem, Am-
e“can omnd A-ciatic impervialism for
- advontage and dominance in the
= . Pert Fast.— om imperialist struggle
which we opposed and continue to

y

 speak out clearly, to strengthen the lines of

GPPOSe..

“.«.The fight fo preserve and ex-
tend the procedures and institutions
of democracy in the very midst of
war; the fight for civil liberties,
. « » rights of labor . . . racial toler-
ance . . . living standards . . . demo-
cratic socialism. These, with the
siruggle for anti-imperialist war aims
and  oanti-imperialist. = democratic
p:ace 4 . . are the main issues .. . ”

Tlus stawement. was ratified by the National
wxe.wiver Comriitee (Call, Jan. 3, 1942), which
alsv 18sued a supplementary siatement of elab-
craticn along the above lines. So rotten is the
S. FUs stand el wo members of its National
Cornmittee, Lill.lan Symes ond Travers Clem-
ent, Lall editor, accused the majority of being
for ihe war and lacking the courage to say so.

‘the war is here and we have now to fight
to save “democracy”’, say the socidlists (the
capitalist institutional forms of democracy, of

course). True, the imperialists are warring for -
"advantage and dominance in the Far East”,
but lets try to prevail on them to establish an
anti-imperialist peacel Ask the tiger to stop
eaiing meat. Ask the boss to run his plant
without profit. ‘ '

To conduct a working class struggle o-
gainst .the war -— unthinkable. To support the
Latin American, Philippine, Malayan, East In-
dian, Chinese, Indian masses in their struggle
for freedom and liberation from all imperial-
isms — vyes, tomorrow, after the war, but not
now. Call on the imperialists to grant this
liberation, but don't do gnything yourself. -

A difference exists kbetween Thomas and
the National Executive Commitiee, but it is a
difference in words. In. action both will play .
along behind the war plans and the war drive
— a "loyal opposition’ to capitalism.

- THE CANNON TROTSKY]TES

~ Of all the left wing groups; the Connonites
were the only ones from whom the open entry

>f American imperialism into the second world
war failed to bring forth a single official word
of comment!

WAR — the culmination of a whole process
of imperialist contradictions and struggles; the
spening up of a period of mass propaganda
and mass hysteria, slaughter, hunger and. dis-
sase; a stage of political capitulations, reneg-
acies and desertions to the enemy; WAR —
the time of all times for the revolutionists to

‘
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at least the more advanced workers: WAR
came, and the declaration of war elicited no:
g single word from the Cannon Trotskyites.

These people are fond of orating longy and
loud about war being the test of revoluiion:st.;.
How muserabiy they failed that test! At frs:
their leading people gave tahe excuse that the
war came before they cculd get back irem
the trial, but the next issue would carry a staie-
ment. The next issue appeared — without «a
staiement. Did the irial and conviction weigh
too heavily upon them? We hesitate to as-
zribe such a motive to their Hailure to speak
out. But wiwatever the reasons, politically it is
capitulation to the war pressure.

Under the circumstances we can discuss
only the tesiimony at the trial, as it relaes to
their war posiiion, altho it was made pricr to
the U. S. entry and deals abstractly wih im-
perialist war in general.

It is not a pleasant task ___ analyzing this
testimony. Next to the Sialinists, the Cannon-
ites merit second-place as adept in the noble
art of poriraying each new theoretical revision
of Marxism as the ultimate in Marxism at the
moment. And they do this with a smug sef
conceit that is peculiarly their own. Force
yourself fo read to the end, for example, of the
slobberings of Felix Mortow, editor of the
Militant. over the "brilliant”, "historic’” spez-
tacle of Cannon crawfishing on every vital
point at the Minneapolis trial.

~"MASTERFUL EXPOSITION OF PRINCIPLES”

‘Maony Cannon members have tried to ex-
cuse the statements at the trial on the grounds

. that a full clear Marxist declaration wcould

heaoze. brought far heavier sentences. For -one
thing, this is on unwarranted assumption that
the. centrism of the Cannon Trotskyists is Marx-
ism. For another, it is an indirect condemna-
tion of the Cannen,leadership who in a trial
of such a character, reneged on even its own
positions. o

“But the Cannoriite leadership takes no such
atthude To themt' the statements at the trial

ard t6'be«taken {at ‘their face value, as true

Marxism.

“Fhey do nct say that under the circumstan-
ced they did ndt present their full position on
this or‘that:quiestion, but only part of their pos-

ition, and- omitted the "extra-legcd” pérts: On

the? contraty, théy themselvés brought in the
extraleaal  pdils, ~and  spacifically’ reiscted
thém. ‘In oih:er' -words, daczordingt> Camnon
andl Morrew, the material at the trial, as it

A

-perialist, net his war?  But that too is not the

stands, is “hisleric”, “for the education of future *
generaticn to corme”. They are going t> educ -
ale and baild their orgamization on the pho-
grawe prasented thera,

We hcope to discuss in em-~ther mﬁcle *ha
ceneral nuesti-ns raised in Comnen's testim-
ony. He'e we shall limit ours~lves to the Can- o
nonite pcsitizn in relation to the war. . )

F"COU"AC"S BOUJRCFO'S LEGAY. H“I ‘

Throughcui his ta,stunony‘ Cannon dehbor—
ately blurs cover the decisive quesiion of the-
road o pcwer, encIarages parliamen:ary tlhus- .
ions. Frora the way hs peres his pesiiionon
force and violenca, e intr-duces the rei”f:‘s'( e
view that the working class can teke pow
through the existing capitalist state mazhioery.
The Cannonite suprort to the Ludlow amesid- -
ment for a vote on war (“with criticism” —
evervthing *hey do is "'with criticism”, ag: i
this negates the opporiunism) worked 'in the:
same directicn — encouroging bourje is Lq—
alism amonrg the masses.

The sa...e effect is conveyed by-the words:
"l tae r.ajocity oi people decide on wai, aad
pari.c paie in the war, our people..wili aiso
pa.ac pate..” (MILITANT, Dec. 13, page 4).. In
what mmperialist coun'ry has the majority cf
ihe people had anything to say on the werey
Is this legalism the kind of "education™ Ccm-
non has in store f-r his members? :

CONSCRIPTION AND MILITARY TRAINING

The Canncnites are proud cof their hahng
supporfed conscription. They called for “thé
goveinment o set up, finance and ejuip
camps, under trade unicn quspices, for milit-"
ary training and training cof officers!” In the
last war the govermment did this for business-
men aspiring to become officers. ‘

Of course, there is a certain dlfference be-
twean businessmien ond workers, but . this
deesn't bother the Cannonites. The war'is a -
capiiolist war, nét a workingman's war: but
this also is irrelevant to the Cannodnites. :

Train the workers under the contrsl cf the
labor fakers, the social patriots and war jin-
goists in coaticl of the trade unions: teach the
workers ¢ becocme ""good soldiers”.  ‘What will
be the effect of this? Will it strengthen the
workers illusicns about the capitalist govern-
ment, or will it texch him that the war is im-

point. - - . A

Under the excuse that all workers now- 0
adays need military training (as if the copital- . - /
ists will not give it to us), the Cannonites gave
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support to the conscription drive, support to
the ampaign of the ruling class to line up the
masses for the war.

- "GOOD SOLDIERS"”
- Cannon calls on his members to be "“good
sclaiers w1 the aumy, i the same sense they
are good workers in the factory...”

He rejecis any idea of sabotage, presenting
it eniirely as an individual act. What has this
to do with working class action to disrupt the
slaughter for profit and to cripple the exploiters
war eidorts and frightiul social sabotage of the
needs and interests of the pecple and society!

He denies that his parly advocates insub-
ordination in the army, laying it down as a
broad rule without exceptions.

"~ What does all this add up to? Cannon is
specilic: his party will carry on a “political
opposition” to the war. Asked to elaborate, he

_staied: “Well, inscfar as we are permitted our

rights, we would speak against the war as a
false policy that should be changed, in the
saine sense, from our point of view. that other
pariies might oppose the foreign policy of the
government in tims of war, just as Lloyd
Ceorge. for example, opposed the Boer war
in public addresses and speeches. Roamsay

~McDonald, who later became Prime Minister

of. England, opposed the war policy of Eng-
land during the World War of 1914-18, We

-hold our own point of view. which is different

from the point of view of the two political fig-
ures I have just meniioned., and so far as we
are permiited to exercise our right, we would
continue to write and, speak for a different for-
eign policy for America.” (Militant, Dec. 6,
page 3). ‘

Lloyd George, Ramsay McDonald, and
James P. Cannon — all in the same category.
Isn't it lovely!

_ At the same time Cannon endorses various
quolations from his Party’s literature in the

. past to the effect of the need for a revolutionary

struggle to turn the imperialist war into a civil
war. _
This is the essence of centrism: present one

.program in one breath, and its opposite in the

next.

It is on the question of revolutionary de-
featism that Cannon's testlmony becomes real-
ly "historic". . -

‘Referring to a quotation frorn the Manifesto
of the Trotskyite Fourth : International, calling
for fraternization and a revolutionary struggle
against war, the presecution asks: "And do
you -not think that promulgating ~§hose ideas

in the army during the war would obstruct the
military efforts?”

Cannon repiies: “Not in the sense of ope:
ing up the Front for the advantage of the oy
posing armies, no. We are offering this sclu-
iica to the soidiers of ail the imperialist armies,
Lut it does not mean and could not mean in
any sense that we want to sabotage the oper-
ation of the American Army in the interests of
an cpposing army. You will not find it there,
o«r anywhere else in our literature.” (Militant,
Dez. 13, page 5).

Golamau in his opening speech was equal-
ly clear: “The Sociaiist Workers Party opposes
sabotage... 1he cluim that we prefer the enemy.

" the imperiaiist caemy of the United Siates to

defeat our goveininent is absolutely false... We

have never advocated the idea of insubordina-

iicn in the amy...” (Nov. 8, 1941).
CHARACTER OF THE WAR

The Cannonite rejection of revolutionary de-
featism is one side of their anti-war program.
The other side is their slogan to “iurn the im-
perialist war into a war against fascism”, and
the siogan for a Labor Party. Should a Labor
Party come into control of the government, and
continue the war under the battlecry of a wor-
kers’ war against fascism, what would become
of the Cannonite "political opposition” to the
war?

Cannon lays down a theoretical basis for
changing his position on the character of the
war as imperialist .by his discussion of the
Trotskyite policies pursued in the Spanish civil
war (a question in itself). He compares the
Spanish war of classes with the imperialist war,
mechanically transfers the policies from the
one situation to the other.

But particularly con the Labor Party ques-
tion does the whole "anti-war’” program of the
Cannonites plumb the depths of opportunism,
lay down a line which will sabotage the work-
ing class struggle for liberation, and lay the
basis for revising their position on the charac-
ter of the war. We will take this up in more
detail below.

THE SHACHTMAN
TROTSKYITES

Unlike the Coannonites, the Shachtman
group issued a leng manifesto, clearly and
boldly denouncing the imperialist war, pro-
claimed this a war to decide “which of the im-
perialist. groups shall dominate the world”, and
the U.’S. enters the war to "“challenge ALL com-
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petitors and 16 assert its impefialist rights to
mastery of the world and its wealth.”

The Shachtmanites reject the Cannon pro-
gram of advocating military training under
trade union control. On the other hand, on ths
Soviet Union, they are to the right of Cannon.
Except for these points, however, the Shachit-
manite program, presenied in more militant
terms, is very close to that of the Connon
group.

There is a sharp difference in that the
Shachtmanites speak after the entry of the U.S.
into the war — the Cannonites only before.

THE SHACHTMAN PROGRAM*

. "..Hands off the right to organ-

ize... slrike... free speech... press...

assembly..
" ..Hands off the standards of liv-

ing of the working class... Double

pay for all overtime... A capital levy.

on all corporations. Confiscate the

great private- fortunes of the "Sixtr

Families”"... Wipe out dll...discrim-

ination against the Negro people...

Full political rights to the men in the

Army...

*...Organize OUR OWN National

Labor Party, of for and by Labor,

 founded on its powerful organiza-

tions, the unions, and authorized to

speak and act for labor in the polit-

_ical fields. Labor must have its own
~ ticket in the 1942 elections.

”.For a workers government in
the U. S.

“...The workers must and will re-
s+ place the capitalist system with the

order of socialism, and bring an end
. to the bloody carnege, to all exploit-
ation and oppression.
+ Long live the international solid-
., arity of all the peoples. Long live
. the socialist struggle for peace and
.. freedom and security. Long live the
+ triumph.of the socialist world. (Lab-

or Action, Dec. 15, 1941).

This is the gnti-war momifesto of the Shacht-
manites. Bﬂ‘d generalities, Yevolutionary
phrasemongering at its worst. But a revolu-
tionary proqrcr'n'-’ Defeatism?* Nothing.

“How far the’ Amarlccm radical movement
has shlfted to the right is .shown by the fact
thcrt the.. cpnf.asad .gnd sterile reﬂt“xsm of - the
Shctchtman Trots.kvﬂes s the furthest t» the
! ‘f‘t The Ccmnonltes are to the.right of them.

“n recognizing this difference, we should al-
so note that the Shachtmanites have not yet

.

B

esiablished themselves as an independent pol-

itical tendency. As the war pressure grows it
will rush the Cannon Trotskyites more to the:
right. But pressure on the Shachtmomites will
tend to split their group, driving some io Can
non and to the right, and others to the left.

BRITISH INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY

For a better appreciation of the value of the
Shachiman program, compare it to that of the
British LL.P. ‘

" The LL.P. “resolutely opposes a Nazi vic-
tory”’, but “on the ctier hand it could nct sup-
port a vicl-ty of a copitalist imperialism which
treats millions -of its Indian and colonial sub-
jects in the way Britain does.” It concemns
the “‘British ruling class... seeking the eslablish-
ment of a British hegemeny over Europe, sub-
ordinate financially to the U. S. A.."" (British
New Leader, April 19, 1941). : '

If stands also for batter ¢-nditions, to "end .-

profiteering”, for “democracy in the Empve ;
and for a "socialist Britain”.

The 1. L. P. proposes to accomplish all this
by revolutionary work in Euorpe — and elec-
tora! activity in Britain. The  Shachimanites
prop-se — a Labor Party in the U. 8.

THE LABOR PARTY

What is the meaning cf the Trotskyite, b“h ,

Cannon and Shachtman, support to the Labor
Party?. Why is the Labor Party slogan: put
forward today as practically the centrahzxriq
slegan of _their agitation?

Tl;us posmon conceals an entire Trejection’
of revolutlonary internationalism, a direct be-
trayal of working class interests.

The Labor Party is not a trade union; it is
a political party frunded on the trade unions,
controlled by the jingoist labor burocrats, and
operating as a third capitalist party to tie the
working class to the imperialist war machine.

The Labor Party program is the program of
imperialist war. It is a program of reforms, of
begging and accepting the crumbs from the.
imperialist table. Some remarks by Lenin on
the German opportunists in the last war are
strikinalv apropos here:

“The liberal bourgeoisie (amd their avents
in the labhor mnvement that is, the opportun-
igts). in order to influence the workers and the
rasses in genevcl, ove ready to swear al‘e-
cignce t~ intemntiana¥sm any number of tvr-wa.
to accept the sloaan nf o2ace, to renounce the
annexafionist gims of the war. to ‘condemn
chauvinism. any’hing EXCEPT revolutinnarv
action aqvainst <their ‘own -governmeént.
thing that would justify being “against defeat”.
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s In pamt of- fact this ideology, mathemat-
“jeally. speaking, is both nevessary and suffi-
‘eient to fool the workers. One cannot offer them
iezg because it-is impossible to rally the mas-
ses without promising them a just peace, with-
“6ut scaring them with the danger of invasion,
S Wi huut swearing allegiance to international-
iein; one need not offer them more, because
--.qh thai is “more” (that is, the seizure of colon-
jes, “the amnexation of foreign fterritories, the
pillaging of foreign countries, the attainment
of advaniageous treaties) will be carried out,
niot by the liberal bourgeoisie directly, but by
imperialist - militarist qovernrnental war clique
Gﬂer the war. = -
' “The roles are well distributed; while the
covernment and the military clique, supported
by the billionaires and by dll the bourgeois
“mén of affairs”, wage the war, the liberals
c¢-mfort and fool the masses by national-de-
fensive ‘war ideology. by the promises of a
democratic peace, etc.”
.The so-called revolutionists who call on the
‘ rking class to support the Labor Party, how-
" ver "critically”, thereby are giving support to
2e open supporters of the war.

Even more subtly, the Labor Party agita-

tirn strengthens the national chauvinist ideas
in the masses, strengthens the bourgeois ide-
slogy in the labor movement:

~Today, when the task obove all tasks is
the merciless criticism and exposure of the
traitfors, the opportunists, the social patriots,
support to the Labor Party is support to the
“enemies of the working class.

- Discussing the question of unity with the
opportunists, Lenin spoke almost directly at the
Trotskyites:

“On all importemt questions... the opportun-
ists confront the pariy with their ultimatum, the
.azceptance of —hich is secured through their
‘mumerous connections with the bourgeoisie,
throucah their mojorities on the execufive com-
miees of the labor unions. etc. To k2ep TIN-
~TTED with opportunism ai the present time
means PRACTICALLY to subjugate the work
ing class to "its” bourgeoisie, to make an al-
Yiemce with it for the oppression of other na-
fions and for the struggle for the privileges of
a oreat nation: at the same time it means split-
tinag the revolutionary proletariat of ol coun-
tries.”
~ Lenin called upon class conscious workers
who found themselves in the politcal oraem-
izations controlled by the opporturnists to split
from the social-patriots. The Trotskyites take
the opposite road: form a common political or-
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ganizaiion tegeher with the opportumsts crnd
put the traitors in controll

Lnly the “revolutionists” with a bourgeois
demicratic ideology can think of the Labor
Party as an aid in the political development of
iha working class; can {ail to realize that the .
Labor Party agitatien and organization will fur-
ther encourage the deeply rooted ideas of
bourgeois legality and puarliomentarism in the
American masses, and will restrain the dev-
elopment of the struggle; can fail to recognize
that the Labor Party movement will strengthen
the fdtal illusion that- the working class can
ccme to power peacefully, through taking over
the existing capitalist state machinery. .

As the war pressure grows, the bourgeoisie
will need a loyal opposition of the left, since
the present trade union and reformist leaders
who openly support capitalism and the war
will begin to lose authority among the masses.
is already being reached, this is actually iuk-

In England and Australia, where this stage
ing place. The Australian Labor Party is in
full leadershlp ‘of the government —— for the
capitalists.

The Trotskyites cover up -their support of
the soctal patriots by making ‘secondary crit--
icisms of the Labor Party and attacking individ-
ual leaders and policies. Their continued pro-
paganda for a Labor Party, however, shows
they are bidding, consciously or no, for posi-
tions of leadership .in a Labor Party govern-

ment.

The Trotskyite support of the Labor Party
is the current form of their line of tailending
the cpportunists and social patriots. Yesterday,
this line was expressed in the entry into the
Socialist Party, then in the support of the Lud-
low amendment. In France they called for a
Blum-Cachin government; in Spain for a chbal—
lero - C.N.T. government.

Defense of class collaborcdion, renuncic_rtio‘n
of thé idea of a social revolution and of revol-
utionary methods of struggle, adaptation io
bourgeois ngtionalism and bourgenis legalism,
abolition of the class viewpoint and the class
struggle out of fear of repelling the "broad mas-
ses of the population” (read — petty bour-.
geoisie) — these are the political threads which
make up the Labor Party agitation.

The rope made from these strands is a
hangman’s noose for the proletariat. The rev-
olutionist who helps weave this rope, agd then
blinds the proletariat with revolutichary rhet-
oric, is not a revolutionist — he is an enemy
agent.
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A WORKING CLASS PROGRAM
AGAINST THE WAR -

Because it is so easily grasped, the Labor
Party question stands out as the crudest cor-
ruption of Marxism by the Trotskyites. But far

more fundamental, far more serious in the long -
run, is the rejection of the program of revolu- .

tionary defeatism as the key for the struggle

ist war into a war against the explpiters, for

. workers power.

Revoluticnists are not for the victory ‘of eith-

er the enemy or their own ruling class in the -

imperialist war. . Revolutionists support the in-
terests of the working class and the masses of
the people. In each country, the main enemy
of the working class is right at home — its own
capitalist class.

In sheer self defense against the mass mur-"

ler, the working class will be driven into strug-
‘rle against the imperialists and their war, will

"2 forced into struggle to overthrow the ruling

ass ‘and establish its own system of produc-
tion for use under workers control. The unbear-
able conditions of life brought on by the war
=rill force the working class o continue on this
course, even .if it mweans the defeat of its own
-xploiting class by the enemy ruling class.
: LFNIN'S PROGRAM

As Lemn pointed out, “"such defeats facilit-
7o the struggle of the masses to take power
and put an end to the slaughter.” Revolutien-
ists do not seek to help the victory of the "en-
emy” (that would be working.class ‘betrayal),
but “call on. the workin' class in ALL the cap-

italist countries to assist- the development of,

the international workers revolution against
the exploiters.”

“Only a bourgeois who believes that the war
started by the govermnments will necessarily
end as a war between gavernments, and who
wishes it to be so, finds ‘ridiculous’ or ‘absurd’
the idea of the socialists
of all the belligerent countries.should express

against the war, for transforming the imperial- social democraiic (Marxist) work may be dif-

* vation.”

' " intense activity in défense -of workers rights.

«mic, political and social rights of the woarking

ials is the only rcad to emandipation of the
Y

thelr m&h that ALL ‘thew’ governnients be.
defeate _ » , .
" “If perish we ‘must, let us ,paﬂsh# in the-
struggle for our own cause, for the' .cause of .
the workers, for the socialist revolution ¢nd not -
for the interests cf the capitalists, landowners,
and Tsars — that is what every cldss con-.
scicus wakers sees and feels, Revolutionary -

ficult at present, but it is possible. It progesses
in the whole werld, and in this alone lies scl-'{

To endorse on paper the proletarian revolur-fx .
ticnary program for a fight against the war; -+°
and to stop there, would bz no more than lip :
service to the struggle. | ’

Today more than ever is needed the most

and interesis against the a tack of the capital-
ist reaclion. Tke class struggle f:r the econ-

class and the oppressed minoriites and ¢olon-

world w-tking class. But the central &nd ¢
ordinating theme of all this activity, the 1hrec$

*binding it it into a unified whole, giving l.

direction and meaning, is the program of rev- /
olutionary defeatism. \
For, no maiter how intense the activity,. t\
reject this program is to conduct activity w1h
out regard t> iis aim and goal, to flounder a--
bout a mess »f contradicti ns, open wide the

* flood gates of the gizantic bourgenis fpressure

—-at the zame Hime denying the one’proletar-
iom weapsn of ideoiogical recmtcmr‘e It is im-
possible to continue on this line wnhout cap-
itulation to thc bourgeoisie. -

To build o revolutionary pcrrty in the US
tha: will defend and advance the historic in- -
terests of the workipg class, is the desire of
every class conscious worker. The first step -
in this direction is to break with social pat-
riotism and opportumbrn to unite with the
revvclutionists.

Volume 4, No. 1

Price 5 cents — 50 cenis a year

fr'l;toid in the United States
Voluntary Labor
T Affiliates
Ccn}ml Commiitiee of the Red Front
of Germany

‘Revolutionary Woitkers League of U. S.
Leninist League of Scotland

issued by the R. W. L. for the International .
Contact Commission.

Madil address of publishers
. Demos Press, Office
708 N. CLARK ST. ) ,
Chicago, Nlinois ¢




	10-Intl News135049
	10-Intl News135051
	10-Intl News140053
	10-Intl News135054
	10-Intl News125056
	10-Intl News135057
	10-Intl News140059
	10-Intl News130061

