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UNITED STATES AT CROSS ROADS

4

"The new democracy, the democracy of the common man', said Vice-Pres-
ident Henry A. Wallace in his New York speech commemorating the Russian
Revolution, "includes not only the Bill of Rights, but economic democracy,

- U‘ethnic democracy,. educatlonal democracy, and democracy 1n the treatment
<of- the sexes, "

© But these so-called f1ve "demOCrac1es" unfortunately'were never so
much in retreat as they are today. Mr. Wallace holds them forth as a
COMPLETR PROMISE for the future. 'For the moment, however, ‘the "five demo-
cracies", 1like the "four freedoms" and the "Atlantlc Charter" remain sus-
pended for the duration.: '

The Bill of. nghts has been t1nkered with by the 1mpr1sonment of
"American citizens simply because they are of Japanese ancestry, through
censorship, through the extra-legal outlawing of the right to strike, and
through a hundred other restr1ct10ns of. movement and speech.

"Economic democracy" is even worse of than the Bill of Rights. The
spread between rich and poor is much greater. Wages have been stabilized
at a lower real wagé level than 1941, but profits have soared to.their
highest peaks. An . inequitable tax system has placed the main load upon
the lower m1dd1e class, tHe oppressed and exploited, while the wealthy and
- powerful master class suffers only slightly greater taxes because of . the

“war. But over and above all this,rationing, artificial shortages, priori-
t1es, etc. are cutt1ng the standard of living more than anythlng since 1932.°

‘"Ethnic¢ demoeracy", also seems to be relegated to some distant. day in
the future. What we note all around us is lynching of Negrees not.only in
eivilian 1ife but alse in the armed services. The barriers against the .

- black man th the army and navy have still to be leted, ‘and anti-semitign.
1n Amerlca is growxng beneath the surface.

_ “Educstibnal demoeracy" is being carried out by the closihg.of hun-
dreds--probably thousands——of schools, the curtailment of expenditures for
educstion everywhere, the regimentation of education through greater con-
trol of - readlng matter for the youth various nationilistic practlces, etc.

The less sald about the "treatment of the sexes" the better,

 We wonder as weread the good ViceaPres:dent s speech whether he was
sitting on the planet Mars smoking a voo-dao pipe, or whether he could have_:“
been on the planet Earth with his eyes open.. The whole direction of Ameri-
can and World Capitalism is not toward the "f;ve democrac1es" but very- - :
deflnltely away from 1t. : R
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. Of course, we are assured- that all these measures are but tempo.-ary ex-
pedients to "w1n the war". But this thlnking ig absolutely false in three
‘mwmw. . - . : e

> .

Flrst, there Can be NOTHING BUT: IMPERIALIST WAP 80" long ags capltallsm
exists.’ "Peace" is only a truce in the present period, . truce that -comes
about only when internal dangers: of revolution become pressing enough so
~ that the Imp#rlallsts must -temporarily lay aside their own fratricidal
' problems to take care of the main dsnger. Not,w1thst,and1ng all the gibber-
ish of Wallace about "peach with justice", the World will remain an armed
camp and wars will come sooner and more- devastatlngly 80 long as the profit
.system prevails. ' - :

_ (It must be recalled that the: "restrlctlons on democrﬂcy" particularly
this mythical "econonlc democracy", began in Central Europe through "white
terror" at the close of the flrst war, .and in Italy, at least 15 years .
before the present imperialist csrnage. Decreec rule started in ‘Germany two
_years before Hitler came to power, and almost 10 years before the war.

- Decree rule occurred in France fully two years before the war)
‘ .Secondly, the whole history. of capitaliSm since the turn of the
century is one leading not to less but’ to greater regimentation. Marx re~’
vealed this in the list erentury and Lenih: further developed this thesis.
in the first world war. State interfererice has become necessary in order
to take out at least a few of the bumps in the anarchy of capitalist pro-—
duction; it has become necessary in order to avoid GREATER benkruptcies

- particularly of the middle classes; it has become necessary in order to .
effectively fight world competltlon ‘and the political restrictions of the
"have-rot" nationg who are setting up so-callcd “closed-in ecoriomies"; it

“has become necessary in order to- keep the masses in check, as a result of
‘increased privation.

e N :

Thlrdly, the whole set-up of Amerlcan caplte1lsm 1s such that far
ffrom assurlng reforms, it precludes them.' In the boom times. of the golden -
twenties, when the national debt ‘was comparatively low, when speculators
were coining profits, .the bourgecisie- could afford Yquart of milk" conces-
sions, although they didn't always glve it. In the thirties, the system
. was still able to grant some reforms; the threst of a major revolt in the
United States forced Wall Street to fall back ¢n the New Deal and its re- .
formlst program.: But the situation is vastly changéd today.- By the end of
- next.year, accordihg to Mr. Roosevelt, the country will be saddled w1th a
. '250-billicn dollar debt., 'The country-will-be in hock to the banks for at
least 150. ‘billions. Per capita debt will- be- somewhere near $2,200 for each
;'man, woman,” and- child in the United States.” Flvuted in terms of the 1932 -
~f1ncome the debt will amount to EIGHT FULL YEARS OF NATIONAL EARNINGS OF
fEVERY_INDIVID?AL IN THE COUNTRY. Figured in terms-of the' 1938 income it.

.far—reachlng, it is permanent.

“Washingtom, unemployed demcnstratiing running int¢ the hundreds of thou- "
- sands.
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will amount to fours years of our total national earnings.’ Can capitalism
grant reforms under these circumstances?. Very. obvibusly not. Instead of

. concessions, the Wall Street moguls must ‘start taking away’ dozens of the
rlghts galned 1n a hundred and’ flfty years of struggle.

-
0

But even thls does not exhaust the picture. Af ter.. the.wér and -during
it will come the great problem and the great cost of feeding a famine ridden’

* world and of fighting with force of arms the social revolution. - After the

‘war the full effect of rationalization of industry these last two years will
begin to be félt.: Technological unemployment running into millions of men
will be added to the millions of demobilized soldiers and the pennanent

army of unemployed that existed throughout the thirties. . "The toll will un=

~, doubtedly be staggering. The costs of even minimum standards of relief will
. make the national budget. top-heayy. Far from granting reforms--from assur-

ing bottle. of milk every day to every person--capitalism must- organize
fascist mobs to keep the underdogs in line. - Victory ih war does not assure
greater privileges to the masses, or greater "democracy". ‘A victorious
Italy in the last war was forced to go over to Fascism.: All the victorious
powers in this war will have a similar choice, FASCISM OR COMMUNISM there
is no other road, there can be no return to bourge01s dcmocracy after thls

war,.bourgeOLS democracy as we have known it.

Looked at in this'light' AMefiCa today stands at.the croSs}oads{
Thinhgs are heppehing so fast, and promises like those of Wallace are float-

~ing around so 1rre°pon51b1e, that' we sometimes do not realige the full ex-

tent of change of the American social scene. Fut the change is not only

THE.SOCIAL SCENE f o

Here are Just a few of ‘the vast changes in -American 11fe in the past
twenty-four months; the white pass-port card (draft card) tham most people
must carry around at every moment, finger printing for war workers,’. black~_

- listing of militants through the U.  S. Employment Services, freezing of

wages.and the freezing of jobs, ratlonlng of gas, fuel 0il, coffee, sugar,
and’ soon meats and other commodities, conscription (people: forget that
there was no conseription in the U.S. until the world war, except to 2

limited extent in the Clv11 Waﬁ man power control '-nd wwge control and 50
on. ‘

"From 1929 onward thcre has been a progress1ve Europeanlzatlon of the.
American class relations.’ The early thirties saw veterans marching on .
In the middle thirties America wit® 1csscd its first naticn-wide
movemant of 51t-down strikes, organization of thec mass industries into

gglndustrlal unions, and the birth of a reformist political ‘movement out—~‘ﬂ}*7;;
- side of the traditional Socialists :and-Stalinists. Now in- 1042, America - '~

has cought up with Burope; #merican- reglmentatlon is equal to-—or almost;if
equal to-—that of Europe, - . . R o '
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" The comlng months w1ll ‘bring this out in an ever more pronounced fashlon.
The new Congress means an uphill fight of the New Deal. Even a New Deal
Congress would grant less and less "reforms". Henceforth the working class -
will be on the retreat, so long as its leaders continue to shackle it to
".the Roosevelt government. An attack is coming on the 40~hour,week,.on the
closed shop, on consumers prices, on the 'limitation of salaries of the rich.
{not the poor) and on other New Deal reforms. The Roosevelt machine has one
of two choices to make: either it retreats and concedes all these reaction-
argrmeasures, thus becoming just a tail to the right wing of " Wall Street;
or it can proceed to rule by. decree, ignoring Congress on the grounds that
lthls is a Natiogal - emergency. Either way, the masses can expect. nothlng
but reaction from Washington. REAL wages.will continue to fall democrailc
rights will contihue to be d1$$1paLed and removed.

The worklng class today is on ‘the defcns1ve. How. far the reactlonary
program of the bourgeois forces now in the halls.of ‘government proceeds -
will depend on how much independent working class opposition develops within
the coming period. - But the American proletariat has not Jet been defeated
in a major skirmish. Resentment continues to sifmmer amongst the rank and
file. Slowly and unconsciously the dialectical process leading to social
revolt matures and deepens.” If the working class.soon moves over to in-
dependent class actiop, the present right wing shift in class relstions
will be checked. If this proceds tskes longer, however, it will take a

trained social expert months to discern the differences between "our" system

and:that which exists in the "dark" countries. .The most likely variant ig
“an increase in class struggle against capitalism -in the United States.

The American bourge01s1e is preparlng for both eventualltles. Both

“the W111k1e Miberals" and the. semi-fascist groyps are beiﬁg subs;dlzed ‘and c:_;;i":f

nutured A reactiJnary like G. K. Smith in Michigan recsives 100 thousand
. .votes. The Cuughlan paper has been suspended, but Copghlanism has not been
stampnd out. The' bolrge0151e has merely fereed a

. very much as they did with Mussclini in 1918 =nd 1919, and ver much as
'they did with’ Hltlcr in the early 30's. Y

: At the same time Mr. Willkie, trusted errand buy of the Morgan emplre
is mouthing left wing phrases all over the lot, denouncing "“imperialism" ’
"in China (!9, and denouncing Darlan in North Africa. When. 1944 rolls
“around the Amerlcan capitalists will merely look out the widdow, see how.
the proletariat reacts--whether it is in the process of greater class
action or is- meeklylsubmlttlng—-and then place its main emphasis on the
‘ candidate (amcng its candidates) that is. needed. If there is a prcletar-
,blan mgvement on the offens1ve the pressure from below will 2llow a "liberal®
lrvreglme to be instituted to quiet the storm and prepare things for the out-
“right reaction of the fase¢ists unless the workers overcomg this trap. If.
- the proletarlaL is still in retreat then a more rezctionary reglme than thc
._;New Deal but ‘not yet a fascist reglme will br chcses. -

temporary truce upontha -
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Tither wayvthe—determlnlng factor. 1qﬂ§merlcan social- llfe is the
PROLETA IAT. Bourgeois Democracy has slready outlived its usefulness for
the bourgeoisie - that is why we are at the crossroads; but how soon we go

over to Fascism (or eonmun’sm) depends entirely on the actions of the in- -

‘ternational working class, of wﬁlch the American working class w111 play a

major role.

" In that conncctlon the main danger today within Unlted States is not
from the fascists.. The main danger for.an American form of the People.
Front. That includes 'the Socialists, the St.almlst, s, the American Labor
Partyites, the trade union burocracies,” and_the two Trotsky groyps. Unless -
the proletariat acts indepéndent of all other classes and all ather partles'
it will merely face anothér People's Front regime ed. be "sof tened up" for
the ‘Fascists, as soon as Peoples Frontism has lulled the class to sleep.
Thercin lies the greatest danger of the moment. The talk about a Labor
Party.is more harmful to the working class than a dozen mass meetings of

- a Father Coughlln - at the moment, of course. Tomorrow the situation may.

be reversed.. But gt the momrnt Social reformlsm is the greaLest danger.

Amerlca at. the crossroads poscs many problems for the Revolutlonary

Merxists. If the danger of Fascism in-omr times in the United States is to

be averted the Revolutionary Marxian organization must maintain with re-
-newed firmness its political program, must continue an 1rreconc1lab1e -
strugglc against the bourgecisie and its agents cf both right and left, At
-the moment that means :n espﬂc1ally vigorocus struggle against the left-wzng
bourgeols agents. and in particular the objective agents, the centrists.
This is only 80 because they are the ones. that" pave the way for Fasc1sm.

. The rapldlty with which the ptoletariat bullds new Revolutlonary
Marx1an Party in the United States, on 3 program of indspendent.class
action and the revoluticnary overthrow of capitalism, the rgpidity w1th
which this task is conpleted to a large degree will tcll the tale of
whether in in the present decade ‘we are to have fascism or Communism.

- There can be no- other choice, no other rvad; heither a long evolutionary

waiting period, nor a short cut. The die is -cast: America is at the crossF

‘roads. The wurklnﬂ ClaSo must nnt ugiln be ca "ht napplng.

1Party will be increased because this ideological and organized force paves:
the way for Fascism, To fight this effectively we must. fight only on the

axis of antl capltallsm and pro-cormmunism, with' the attnck agalnst the s001a1”

reformlst and centrlst properly nabordlnated...

PR

l

ln tle next phase of Aférican class. relatlons the danger of the L@borc"'
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WHEN WILL THE'WAR END?

Everyhody is. 1nterested in. the questlon of the ending of ,
- the present 1mper1allst wwr. But very few people really know when it w1ll
_end.  One guess seems to be as good as another. And least of all should
one listen to the "experts" of the dlfferent warring governments; who are

: just puttlng ou propaganda.

Howevtr, i} is not such a dlfflcult questlon as one thlnks that 1s,'-
after one takesg into: cons1deratlon all of the basic. factors and glves a
scientific analysis. ‘

WHERE Do WE STAND ‘TODAY?

. We. haye reached the stage of war. wherc all of - the lnperlallst powers
are involved. " Only Turkey, Spain, Sweden, Portuaal Switzerland and. SR
Argentina and Chile are important meutrale". - But their neutrality is.a

 joke and they arc indirectly up to tbnlr necks in tke war,- even thouOh the

form of struggle is dlfferent. :

In a true sensc thls is a global war, ‘an international struggle of
capitalism for the redivision of the earth: The post war plans of all the
powers revelve around the cenecept that they must dominate and subordinate
the economy of the esrth to their internal needs: Basically it is a race
.. between the plan to "Americahize" the world, to the nceds of the Dollar
(as we stated in 1935) or the Hitler "New Order". Even Japdnese might
comes second to these plans, and so does John Bull's.

THE MILITARY PHASE =~ -

. At the present juncture the. effects of the
. American imperialism are revealing their impact upon the battle front. The

~ so-called turn from a defensive t2 an offensive positicn on the part of the

United MNations is to a large ectent due to the productive forces of Ameri-
can ‘imperialism and ‘its tremendous reservz of men and material.  But even
more important than this is.the fact that the Soviet Unioen, . despite Stalin-
ism, turnad the tide ageinst the Nazi advance at Stalingrzd. Without this,

" the battle in North Africa and in the Pacific would take on a different

complex. ' The Soviet winter »ffensivé is esven more important than the other
battles." : o ‘ ' ’ . C

VAR AND PEACE

To understand not only what kind cf peace we w111 get but also when we'.

g will get it we must first of all inderstand what caused the war. To repeat
- what is COmmonplace to a Marxlst but utterly unknown to moist othcrs. the .

-
-
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inperialist wer 15 an LneV1table outgrowth of the capltallst systan of. pro*
duction for markets. 1t is a struggle for the redivision of the earth a~
monT_the irperialist powe.o, vho must eliminate other competitors on- the

‘,ceolta"ann conmedity markétw=-or else face internal revolution themselves.:
CIncothier words, it _is imperialist war or social revclution. It is both,-
‘becarse alluouch the imperialisis must plunge into colenied conquest and

1mp°zlallst war in order to prevent’ internal dncay at home, they only post—

._ponct the fatal daJ of the soclal revolutlon.b'

WHO WANTS PEACb?

It is. wrong to state that because thcy are maklng too. ‘much profit the
exploxters do not -want peace, The last part is'true, of course.. Many are

Umaklng large profit, but they fear the outcome of the war more than- their.

lucrative returns of the moment.“ Most intelligent, farsighted exploiters

try to plan how to end the war. as soon as:possible.’ Not for the sake of

lessening alaughter-of the workers and oppressad mlnorltles, not for the
sake of more prefits; but rather. because they see the handwriting on the

-wall, in France, in Italy, in Indla'and in all coyntries where the ‘ex-

ploiters war is CPEATINu REVOLUTION

It is not the desires of- theexplllters for war or peace that deter--.a
mines- their ‘policy. Even though they desire peace, peace will not come at.
‘their bxddlng. "Al though the exp101ters DOMINATE society, they DO NOT -

" control the economic forces once they are let loose in 1mper1allst slaughter.

In their.own way ‘they.are subject ‘to the laws of capltallsm'Just as -are 'the

' workers.l“'

} Under such cxrcumetances 1t would Bs only a short time before the
other world powers would unite in.one form or another against this Colossus.
And it would be only a minute.in ‘history before-the various colonlal masses

rise up in revolt against the “klng of natlons“

WHAT KIND OF A PEACF WILL WE GET?

If the Ax1s wing we know' whut klnd of a peace Germany and her allies

 will dictate. If the United Nations win, regardless of the so-called

Ztlantie "World" Charter: we also know what kind of & peace we will obtain.
‘This peace will be a mad seramble for the dominant position on the éarth .
among the victors. And the United States, that is Wall Street, has learned
much by their mistakes during the Wilson reolme in thc first world war. )
This time they will sce to it ‘that' their ‘world interests are protected.
This policy will be csrried out by a policy of no annexation, not only - for
itself but especially FOR OTHER IMPERIALISTS. The United States can con-
trol the world by its economic might and the dollmr—-only if it prevents
the other imperialists from land annexltlon as. was the -case of Japan,

, England and France 1n the last world WWT,

A
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: The Unlted Sbates will want "concess1ons" not'extrerterritoriai rights,
" but concessionsg for ! AIR and naval bases in all parts of the eArth, mainly

‘rf.vto control the air routes of the world. With her economic strength end with

control of the air routes she ‘'will dominate the earth~-IF the proletarlan

e and colonial revolutlons are defeated.

WAR OR REVOLUTION'

Revolutzon is the only force tham can end thls war. Otherwise the
; economlc crises of capitalism musi lead to one armed battle after another
.- agsuming always that the revolution is defeated. Should the allies win,
it would be-only a relatively short time before Britain and America would
“be at open loggerheads. Should the axis win, similar struggles would come
to the surface between Germany and Japan, or Germany- and the Labin bloc of
“1taly, France and Spain, or any one-of a number of different combinations.
' The important thing is that so long ds capitalism exists there can be no
peace -~ only a shorter and shorter interim between.world wars.’

L The 1mper1a.11sts must continue to flght. msessa.m.ly Only the Social
,Revolutlon, or the threat of it, can force the Big Powers to end the im-
. perialist carnages For 21 years after the First World War the -dsnger of
- gocial revolution and the actual outbreak of over 0 proletsrian revolts
forced the capitalist nations to hold their war in abeyance. It was only
" with the decisive defest of the Spanish proletariat in 29%8 - following -
" on the heels of the defeats in Austria, Germany and the set-back in-France

= thwt the. world powers were able to again resume their 1nner—1mper1a11st
antagonlsms.

. Only the Soc1a1 Revolution - the overthrow of capltallsm - can end
.the waru that is the bas1c 1esson of all modern history.

A NEGOTIATED PEACE. OR SEPARATE PEACE.

The United Nations are pledged to no separaxe peace. But if ecomomic

and military circumstances: demand, this will be another.scrap of paper.
, .However -the American supplies and the disposal of her armed forces is also
aimed to take care of this by pump-priming the forces that could be placed.

- ‘in’a position for, such needs, aLurally they would like to have a separa&e
’lpeace w1th Italy. '

‘ But for the main sectlons of the Unlted NsL1ons bloc all 1nd1catlons

: are that a separate pesce is excluded. The only alteérnative that will

,,~wreck this plan is the development of soc1a1 revolutlons that effect the :
‘ countries concerned. '

o Above all, each s1de of the contllce désires to defeat the enemy ih'V
dervtham ‘they may not make a come-back, as Germany did,: This means: in-::
‘ “and taklng over gg g baslc control of the defeaued natlons, and

ped the decay.” It has accelerated the decay.:
“Fa301sm and reaction, unemploym,nt

_.will unleash proletarian snd colenial revolts

" REAL PEACE IN THIS WAR-

The rellglous fakers of all rellglons and of all denomlnamlons w111

_tell you that death on the battle figld, fighting for your country, is real ~
_peace, a lastlng peace in heaven,

But that is Just a rypocr1t1c41 joke. e

Real peace canmot’ evist 1f eluher side of the imperialists win, A ;
dictated peace under Fascism is understood by all in advance. But a dic--

.tated peace under tne United Nations is not understood. Little do the

people realize that a United Ngtions 1mper1a11st vietory will dlffer llttle
fram the ﬁasc1‘t peace.

Capltallsm in” decay has brouvht on- tHls war, but the ‘war has not stop—

And decay capitalishm breeds .

.starvation and imperialist war. Fascism"
will spread after tl.é war, no matter which group of imperialists. wins, even

“ though lt may not be a Hltler Wasc1sny {that is, 1f the»workers don t w1n).

WE know when the'war_will end.

; And so do t.he eneral  staf the
imperialist armies. gen fs of the

The imperialist war will end when the .workers. and op-

‘_prrssed masses rise in revolt against the exploiting rulers, agalnst the .
fascists and the other imperialists.

When the social revolutions develop

the imferialists will be FORCED TO STOP THE WAR AS THEY VERE FORCED TO STOP

_THE FIRST UORLD VAR OF 1914-!8.

Lastlng peac real veace is pos31b1€ on tho basis of a soc1a11st

Europe, on the’ ba81° of a Suvist 36vernment in the different countrles '
effected NOm on the u»Sls of ANY mllluory v1cfoxles. |

When will this come? We think thls winter w111 be very 1mportant for
social unrest and revolutionary development. At the-latest,. this spribg

Thls will ‘be the beglnnlnp of thu_ nd'of'ahe'imberialist war.

in several important.countries,f,ﬁ
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* LENIN ‘ANSWERS SOME QUESTIONS

";ff»Thé followihg qﬁomamions from Lenin are so apropoé Of_the‘present’timeS-wi:i

‘ﬁthai'we’could.not.résist the temptation of re-printing them. . We have form-

ulated a few questions and have subdivided the material, but whatever appears

ih quotation marks is ftom Lenin's writings during the first World War,

G.:  WHY DO THE LABOR LEADERS, SOCIALISTS; STALINISTS, ETC., SUPPORT THE

,fA;:': ﬁMGﬁoﬁoly'yields:super-grofit;‘i;é. a'surplus of'profit above'that-» _
~capitalist profit which is normal and usual throughout the world. From this:
_-guper-profit the capitalists are able to set.aside a portion {and by no means

.-a.gmall one) in’order to bribe thelr workers, to create ... the union of the

~ workers of  this particular nation with their masters against the other coun-
| SOCIAL-CHAUYINISM
Q.: -WHAT 1S SOCIAL~CHAUVINISM?

““A.t “Social cheuvinism is adherence to the idea of 'defending the father-
“land' in the present war...The.social chauvihiists follow the bourgeoisie in '
- deceiving the people by saying that the wsr is conducted for the defense of

. .the freedom and the existence of the nations, thus they put themselves on ..
the side of the bourgeoisie against the proletariat:™ TR e

| " WHAT KIND OF WAR
Qi WHAT IS THE CHARACTER OF THE WAR?

' 'AJY 7 "The present war is of an imperialist character. This war is the

"~ outcome of the conditions of an epoch. when ‘capitalism has reached the high-

.est stage of its development; when the greatest gignificance is attached not -
nly to the export of commodities, but also o the export of cspital; when

‘the conbination of production units cartels, and the i,ternationalization of

‘economic life has assumed considerable dimensions; when colonial politics

have brought about an almist total apportionment :of the globe among- the: col~ :,[ '

- ot owers; when-thc productive forces of world capitalism have cutgrown -
“the limited boundarics of national and ‘state divisions, when objective con~
itiens for the realization af Sccialism have perfeetly ripened.™ - i

NEW INTERNATIONAL

WHAT. IS THE CLASS SIGNIFICANCE OF THE. FIGHT ROR A NEW INTERNATIONAL =~
AGAINST' THE EXISTING TENDENCIES? EE R

Y

bfﬂheteiisha:tendén¢y_df'£he.pourgepisie'éhd"ih

- IMDEPENDENT*LABOR PARTY; THE TROTSKYISTS, EIC.?

Q.. WHAT ARE THE TASKS OF MARXISTS TODAY?

;”pdfﬁuhiéis:t63£urnga hé@dfuifof-the'fiéhest;:pfivileged;ﬁa;ibﬁs iht°f’¢t¢ ,
" nal' parasites on the body of the rest of humanity,..i{for) fhe exploitation
.of ‘the Negroes, Indians, etec.; keepigg them i1t subjection with the assistance

“of the well-equipped destructive technique of modern militarism. On.the. =
‘other hand, the tendency of the méSSes,:more‘oppressed_than_formerly.andl;;”m

:  gbéarrngval1 the tortures of -imperialist wars, is to throw off that yoke, to -

overthrow ‘tha bourgeoisie.” Thé history of the labor movement will from now ,3’

~-'on inevitably unfold itself in the struggle between these two pandenciéSg"14 ;

' "SMALI".NE,SS“

'Q.:  BUT WHAT ABOUT THE EXISTING PARTIES? AFTER ALL, YOU ARE SO.SMALL. B

© A.3 . "...it is not so much a gquestion: of how many members there arein dn
. ~organizatiop (as) what is the real objective meaning of its polities; ' -
- whether these politics represent.,.{and} serve the masses, i.e.’ the-liber-.

“ation of the masses from capitalism, or whether it represents the interest.
of -the {bribed) minority, - its conciliation. with capitalism." S

| e  NCENTRISH" _
Q. VWHAT 1S THE BASE AND.ROLE OF CENTRIST GROUPS, SUCH AS THE BRITISH =~

A.:  They "...represent no independent current, haviig no roots it the

 masses or- in the privileged section- which went over to the bourgeoisie...: -

' utilizing the ideology of the past, it energetically attempts 10 recbhciléw
" the proletariat with the 'bourgeois labor parties'. to maihtaify their unity, -

and in this way raise the authority of the latter..." at a time when they

"ibegin to IOSe,influencer-'

MARXIAN TASKS: .

L

AN M. go lower and deeper o the real masses..." 'EprSe‘"the”fééﬂg&‘

that the opportunists and-social chauvinists betray and sell out the ihter~
* ests of the masses, -that' they dzfend the temporsry privileges of'.a minor 12

- of the workers:" transmit "bourgeois ideas and,ihfluence,”TaCL-ést"agl'és

. and agents of the bourgeoisie..." "Thereby we "teach the masses 40 ‘recog:

_ nize their real political interests, to.fight for Socialism -and’ the

‘tion throughout all the long and painful.vic;SSitﬁdesipf-impetia;ié
‘and-imperialist armed truces." - "...To utilize the experiences of th

fin;ordéfjtovUnmask the“whblé'repuISiVGnessiof,naﬁibhal liberal
‘tigs, ‘and not.to cover them up--that is the only Msrxian line

class movement of the world." ; -




Cawwmowims ¢ o o men

_THEY'RE MARXIST?

Q.: DOESN'T THE FACT THAT THE STALINISTS SAY THEY AGREE WITH YOU, movzllg

A.t "It has always happened ih histery, thzt after the death of revolution-
;aryhleaders¢popular amongst the oppressed classes, 'their enemies wttempted
" to utilize their names, fqr‘the_deceptipn of the masses." ' y

' OTHER QUOTATIONS FPOM LENIN

_ + NThe bourgeoisie has already begotten, nurtured and made sure of for
itself, the "bourgeois labcr parties™ of the social chauvinists, in all | ,
" countries. (Ed. note: It must be remembered this was written in the midst of .
. the first world war, and does net apply to today only because the decay of
~ capitalism has made it necessary for ths boYrgeoisie of some countries to dc
away with them, Germany, Italy, etc.) ‘The difference, for instance, between
the already formed party of Bissolati in Italy, a'party wholly social-imper-
ialist, :and ‘let us say, a partially - formed gemi~-party, of the Potresevs
- {etcidessis ‘immaterial. The important thing is that the economic breaking
“away of a séction of the lébor aristocracy to the bourgeoisie has developed
and become completed, and whatever its golitical‘form,*(Ed.'note: For today

read. support of the New Deali’sm, Labor Party, etc.) this econamic fact, thiéﬁN\.v'

“ghifting-in the relations between the clesses, can be found without Speciél
effort. ' : S o :

»

* REWARDS FOR SOCI AL PATRIOTS

"On the.economic basis indicated, the political institutions of modern
capitalism--press, parliament, trade unidns, Congresses, “etc., have created, -
corresponding to the economic privileges and bribes for respectful, meek, re-
formist and patriotic emoloyees and workers, political privileges and bribes.
‘Lucrative and peaceful berths in the ministries, or the war-industry committee

- {Ed. note: "could he have been speaking;of Green, Lewis, Murray proposals for.
. "abor participation on government boards"?), in parliament and in various

- commissions, on the editorial staffs of "golid" legal newspapers, dr.ih,the'_

administration of no less solid and "bourgeois-abiding" labor unions--this is
“how the imperialist bourgeoisie attracts and rewards the representatives and
- supporters of the "bourgeois labdr partics. ¥ : T

LLYOD GEORGE -F D R

,,. '}1~Speakih§ 6f.boufgbois liberalism, suchas the New Dezl, etc., Leﬁiﬁhanalyzed4ﬁ.
" the role of one of their spokesmen in.the last war, Lloyd George:. "...A first-

“class bourgeois manipulator and political shark, . a popular orator,able to
“deliver all s rts .of Speeches{,even;r—r-revolhtionary speeches before.a. - :
workers' audierice; capable of giving considerable gifts to. the obedient work=. -
‘ers in the shape of social reforms, (insurance, ctc.) Lloyd George serves
the bourgeoisie splendidly. 'He serves the boyrgeoisie precisely amongst the

e ms 0 resw

 workssts, transmits its influence'grcgggglxrto-the broletafidtizﬁhaéﬁo‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁe,
it is most needed 'and where it is most difficult of all“to subordinate the

masses morally.to the bourgeoisie." (ed. note: apropos the British and

_American national unity of Tories and Liverals, a foot note by Lenin says:

n,,.an article by a Tory, a political opponent of Lloyd George's, entitled.
'Lloyd George from the point of view of a Tory.' (showed) the war had opened .

‘the eyes of this opponent to a.realization of what an excellent assistant

of the bourgeoisic this Lloyd George is!" The Toriés have made peace with
Bim. " ’ S ‘ ' I '
| LABOR PARTIES .

And is there much difference hetween the'boufgeois libéralsfand.ﬁhex

"~ -gocial-chauvinists, the Bocialists, Stalinists, etc,? Wont some of those

who have betrayed, come back to the side of actually defending warkers
interests? "This is impossible, but it is an insignificent difference in

. degree, il we consider the question on a politieal, i.e. a mass scale.

Individual 1eaders from the-present-day social-chauvinist leaders m'y re-

.. turn to the proletsriat. but the social-chauvinist tendency or-{what a- .
. mounts to the same.thing1'the opportunist tendency, neither disappears nor -
" returns to the revolutionary proletariat. . Wherever Marxism is popular a-.

mongst the workers, this political current, this "bourgeois labor party". -
will swear by the name of Marx. We cannot prevent them from doing thls,

Just as ii is impossible to prohibit a trading firm using any label, any:
“sign, any advertisement. It has always happened in history, that after the

dsath pf_revglutioaary.leaders popular amongst the oppressed classes; phejr ,
dnemics attempted to utilizs their names, for the deception of the oppressed
classes." . = . : ' C : ' ' ;

- What of the role of the centrists, such as Lhé British Indepehdent-
Labor - Party, the Trotskyites, etc. who tale end the Lewises, Labor Party, .

ﬁet932 L wwithout a'determined,:merciiess_struggie 211 along the lihe, a- e
"gainst these parties, .or, it_is the same thing against groups, tendencie§, '.‘__

ete., (our emphasis--Ed.) there can be no talk of a struggle against imper- .

‘ialism, or-of Marxism, of of a Sccialist. Labor Movement.:." ™

r ' - .
Centrism~-which took the formrqf:Kautskyism in the first World War, ‘ ,
“,;:represen}s no independent- current, haviig no roots either in the masses -
or. in the privileged section wihich went over - the bourgeoisie.:;The danger - ..

of Kautskyanism is that, utilising the ideology of the past (ed.: such as

the Trotskyite use df the M&rxiét'peribd'6f'Tr¢gsky's,life};_it'energeticgliyi

Ly

attempts to reconcile the proletariat with the 'bourgeois labor parties' to
- maintain theit unity, and in this way ralse the authority' of the latter,"

.. And when the old fakers begin to lose influence, "open social-chauvinists:
*are not: followed by the masses any longer", then "the concealed defense of
‘sacial~chaivinism by the Kgutskyans ig the mogt dangerous thing of all.®:
"Oneof the.most widely spread sophisms of Kautskyapism consists in their

references to the masses 'magses.! We.do not, want, they say, to breal




MfftomJpﬁé;mésées2§nd?ﬁéss organizations..." But even in”Mafx!s°anduEngélgiP ,
" 'day’ the ‘class chlaboramiOnist,fques»dominated‘Lhe labor movement; neverthe- = . -
‘- Tess Marx- and Engels did not reconcile themselves.po"1t-on-these gromhds,_bup LonlE

- exposed. it.

= UNIONS AND THE LABOR PARTY

—.=  As if in answer to the Trotekyist argument that because trade unions.

- 'will support the Labor Party, Marxists must also, Lenin says,"...and this

.. ~is the main point, it.:1s not so much a_question of how many members there .-

" are in an organization, (as) what.is the real objective meaning of its R
politics; whetherlthese’politics'represent the masses whether they serve the .~
masseés, i.e., the liberation of the masses from Capitalism, or whether it "
represents the intérest of the minority, its;conciliation'with cspitalism., "

'What is the Marxists tagk today? It it not to tail end " 'the defenders
" of the fatherland® in the ifmperialist war" who represent only the interests
of amihority, but to expose them.’ ", ..go-lower and deeper to the real mass-

es; this is the meaning and content of the struggle against opportunism..
- Exposihg the fact that the opportunists and social-chauvinists in reality be-
tray and sell-out the ifiterests of the masscs that they defend' the temporary
 privileges of a minorilty of the workers; that they are transmltting bourgeois
~ideas and influence, that in practicc they erc allics.and agents of the bour-
geoisie, we thercby teach the masses to recognize their real politiecal in-
* terests, to fight for esocialism and -the revolution througheut all the long .

.. ‘and painful vicissitides of imperialist wars and impeérialist armed trucesi™
My.torutilize the experiences ofthe war in order to unmask the whole re--
pulsiveness of national liberal thfior politics, and ot to-cover them up--
© ‘that-is the only Marxian line in the working ‘class movement of. the world."

. CORPECTION ON ARTICLE IN LAST ISSUE R v Do
.~ The article in the Nov-Dec 1942 i'ssue on the Constituent Assembly =~ -
- has been corrected-by omitting thic last two paragraphs. These- ‘
{,Lwo.pafagraphs"wcfeﬂrejected]bj”thc Sixth RWL Convention of RIS
~ January ‘1-2-3-1943. We- therefore present this information for aur. -

.

A
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