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THE HITLER-STALIN
PACT AND THE WAR

EDITORQ' MoTE: e publlsh an important document of leaulng
.. comrades of the Revolutionary Commuiste of
Gemany who were formerly with the Tr otgkyites, but who
broke with them on the principled questions around revolu-.
tionary defeatism, entry into the Pivert Group, Peoples -
Front, etc, These comrades, together with. the Red Frout of
Germany and the Leninist League of Scotlcnd are amoung the
few groups in Burope that adhere to a iierxist position on
- the Soviet Union and présent the Leniuist position on
revolutionary defeaticm,

WodokE  kakokok  kakkok, kol

. The conclu31on of the German-Russxan non—aggres~ion pact
upset the balance of the imperialist constellations, wiped out- the
""'clear front between democracy end fascism", and abové all, ceuszad
renewed confusion in the international labor movement, It is taken
for granted that the pect also gave the last push for the outbreak
of the second 1nperlalzst world war, The pact signifies a sudden
revercal of the Stalinist burecracy and its eyparatus from support.
of the western camp eof imperislistd *o tiie ovpoeing imperialist
camp. All the lackeys of westoern imperialism (refbrmlot», centrists
end various scetions of the Stalinists themsclves) scream;'BiTRAYALIM
The ultra-lefts also consider the &orrectness of their coacgnt of a
"capitalist" Russia to be borne out, So far as an estimate of the
Soviet Union is concerned, the right wing'of the labor movemcnt. ex-.
tends its hand to the ultca—lcft sections, For us pevolutionary
communists it is necessary 1o cxamine the gencral problem of whether
a workers state ought to make alliances with cepitalist states, and
further, the nature and results of the German-fussian alllaace.

Any workers state isoltade by the non-arrival or wrecking
of the revolution in other countries is compelled by the interna-
tional character of the division of labor and world economy to con-
clude economic agreements with capitelist couutries, The workers
state can even conclufe tacticel military egreements, in the strug-
gle for survival, in order to tzke advaantage of the conflicts be-
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tween the imperialists for the purpose of oreveniing an atiack: a-
gainst the workers state, Suech alliances are means o7 defencing: »--
the workers state's interests, so lon§ as the international workiag
class carries on its independent revolutionary. action simultaneeusly;
but they become a direct danger to the international revolutacn, as
well azs to the workers state itself, if the rewvolutionary policy of
the working class is subordinated to the workers state's poligy of
alliances. - . »

: The economic agreements @ildl the Soviet Union, iadustrielly
wrecked by the civil~war, concluded with cepitelist nations, made it
possible to build up Soviet 1ndug$ﬁy..kggbthe contrary, the maiaten-
ance of the oil agreement with Xitalian imperielism was, on the one.
hand, by no means necessary far the Boviet Union, and on the other
hand, very seriously weakened the Abysginian massee (in Itelien im-
perialism's war agcinst Abyssinie), a8 well as the revolutionsry
workers of Spain %Itelian imperiallan gupported the Spenish fesciseis-
with Russiazn c¢il), Lenin made peace wilth German imperislism et ...
Brest~-Liwvsk, but put ferth all his efforts so that the German revo-
lutioniste, iike Licbknecht and his comredes, might quickly prepare
the overthrow of this same German impetislism, But the Stclinist
policy of alliances is quite diffzrent, It concluded an zllinace. . .
with *rench imperialiem which ectually deleivered over the working
class of France to the French bourgeoisie in the form of the keopiles
Front. policy., The Seventh ‘Jorld Congress of the C.I, made this . .
treacherous policy the general line fo# the Comintern and thus. sub-
ordinated its interiational political 1ine to this agreement. with..
western imperialism, The result was the giving up of all revolu-.
tiornary principles, the enthronement of Ydemocracy" and "colleciive
security”, and thus, the defense of all the "Gemocratic! imperiale
ists as a "proletarian peace policy", This was an open betreyal of
th2 international proletariat for the gvod will of the western im~
perialists, And it is this criminal line vhich the Stalintern has
today "betrayed", 4+t turns back now, not to a proletarian revolu-
tionary policy, but to follow in the wake of another imperizlist
camp (incidentally, the role of American imperialism in 211 this
must still be made clear), .- S _

Whether military agreement with Germany, or non-aggreesion
pact --- neither in any way changes the character of the Soviet Union
as a workers state, It meintzins this character despite the far-
going. degeneration of the workers. state, so long as the October pro-
perty relations remain intact, with private property still a secon-
dary factor, and the monopoly of foreign tracde is still mzinteined,. -
It ig harcly necessary to state that the pact, of course, does not
cnange the imperialist nature of the bourgeoisie --- znymore than
this was the case in the pact with French imperialism,
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Since the Stelinist burocrecy is in power, both the inter-.
nal and the foreign policy fincluding the policy of the Coaintein,-
of the Soviet Union, are vithout proletarien control, This we pos3si=-
ble only through the destruction of 2ll proletérian institutions of
the proletariat (soviets, party democracy, etc.,), owing. to tie de-
feat of the internationai-iqbor movement, Boith this defeet and. tne
degeneration of the Soviet Union are merely two sides of the sete
coin; the fate of the workers stete can not be separated from that
of the international labor movement despite the reactionary theory
of "socdalisn in one couatry", It is in the interests of the workers
state to support end strengthen the international revolution; but,
it is in the interests of the Steliniet burocracy to choke every
revolutionary movement on an internationcl as well as a national
scale, Only thus can the policy of the '"comintern" --- the bloody
butchering of the Spanish Revoiution, stc, =--- and the jolicy of
alliances by the buroecraecy be understood, - - - -

The .degeneration of the workers state is not a necessany
condition, Stelinism arrived in the Russian Communist Partiy e a
rcflection of the noew.conditions which arose frem. the dexcat of the
proletarian revolutions in western Eurooe, the reactionary oressure
of the peasantry, and the economic naclwerdness of *he couuntry.. -
This social besig of the Stelindst buroecracy mckes en iadependent
revolutionary poliey on.its part iupossible, Such  a policy cen be
achieved only by the removing of the burocrscy and the restoration
of workers democracy (soviets, etc).

THE QCCUPATION OF THE WESTERY PART OF POLAND BY THE RED ARMY

.. Stelin has "betrecyed" cgnin.-~--this time his own fomous
recctionary theory of ''socialism in one country', After for fifteen
years characterizing direct aid to the sroletorian revolution in
other oountries and =11 overstepping of the "fixzd" bouadcriee of

the Soviet Union, cs "counter-revolutionory!, he broke in form with
his own theory in a mément when the imperialists began the sccond
imperialist world war, The lcbor movement, ccrricd from defcct to
defect by the Stelinist theories of "socielism in one countryV, the
"democratic dictatorship of workers and. pessants"(in conirsdistine-
tion to the Dictatorship of the Proletarist), "sociel fascism", and
the "Peonles Front" --= wes incepable of fUP%her deleyiag the out-
break of the war. By these defeats of the international working
clagss the Soviet Union is elso weakened ito the utinoct, Recl zid to
the revolutionary Spanish proletariast might heve. led to the viectory
of the Spanish Revolution, and its spreading to othzr couatries, and
thus perheps might have orevented the outbrizk of the imperialsst war
end alded the Soviet Union; but the occupation in the »Hresent countere
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revolutionary situatlon puts the ex1s*ence of the oOVi@“t un:Lon in :
danger., Butl since the occupa’c.ion 1s already a fact we must take a
position onu this fact, - 4 .

harxists are for revolutionary Wars =-- revolutionary octu~
pations also being included, The occupation of the western part eof
Poland (western Ukrzine, etec) is not wrong in principle, ‘but whe ther
the Soviet Union can maintgin its gain in the present situauon of -
internal counter-revolutionary znd exteyn:1 imperialist pressure, is
a question &till to be answered. (A Varxist leadership depends upon
mass action against the exploiters. PBut to march into Poland on the
Stalinist basis of a burocrat:.c-military absorptlon from -the top is
false -- EZDITORS.) -

Fewspaper reports have not }tet arr:.ved. : ;Je do not yat
know what social measures the burocrecy is planning to take in. ther
seized territory. But we can. undoubtedly sssume that the contradice
tions between the burocracy and the. proletariat are going to sharpan
a great deal, The majority of the buragracy --- which, as a who le,
leads a parasitic existence on the basig of the positions seized by
the Ocotber Revolution --- is compelle& by its social position W
carry out nationalization, Another s¢ation of the burocrzcy, which
contains the capitalist stratum within it, will struggla sharply
agzainst such measures,

The proletariat end the peasantry will exPropriaue facto-
ries and build their revolutionary organizations (Soviets, etc.). .
These organs which are oppressa d and liguiicdeted in the 3oviet Union
tcday are also arising in the occupied territory in the sharpest con-
flict with the burocracy and they must be suppressed Ly the latter,
Hence *}we burceracy will carry oul measures toward nationalization
in en caministrative way, 1.e., imposing itself on the r‘,volubzonary
initiative of the masses. en if they legito the defeat of the .
rnslb‘uoq, thesa gromn% revolutlonary strugglcs are the first bea«-
cons of tae international revolution, which will make s cnd of: the -
imperialist war and the entire capitelist system, Then -the counter-
revolution will assume concrete form, The eopaearence of the .splxt ’
among the burccracy reflects the real outbreek of.the now latent -~
cen wadlctlon between revolution and couniter-revolution, which cen
result in the open break between the opposition of pr1v~te proper:tar
on the one hand, ond the exproprietions carried out in a revolutions
ary way, on the other hand. The settlement by forece in :the occupied
territories will undoubtedly dreg in its wake the settlement between
revolution cnd counter-revolution in the entire Soviet territory.
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In such a ettlement, owing to the far-reacha,ng degeneratlon of the
Soviet Union and the reactionary international situation, the coun=-
ter-rewlution has the greeter probability of success., But this
does not mean that the workers should not émploy every revolutlonary
means for defeating the counter-revolution,

The German bourgeoisie can by no raeans tolerate revolu-.
tionary movements in the territory occaupied by the Red Army, &ince -
these can provide an impulse for. the.Poles suppresscd by Wiem, In
this case the German imperialiets would intervenc on the sidc of the.
counter-revolution, Temporery truces, dgpending on the sireagth. of
the opposition of the revolutionary ?‘Brccs, are not excluded, - Shoudldd
the Stalinist buroerascy fail to carry out nationalization in the -
occupied territory, due either to the pressure of German imperialism
-or from its own recasons, this would furnish an even greater impnlse
to the counter-revolution,

S0 far the tendencice which up to now have been developing
in strength will lead, dbut thcir measure cen only bc tamn in the
light of further evenis,

Without a new revolutionary leadcrship a new rcvolut:.onary
Commmist Intcrnationaly a real revolutionary struggle is excluded,
The workers in the Soviet. Union, in the occupicd territory, and in
all countries of thw world, but éspecially in the warring cpuntries,
must build new Communist Parties.

FOR A NEW COMMUNIST (4th) INTERWATIONAL}
| Sseveral m«.mb rs of the
Revolutionary Communists
of Germemy

September 17, 193%
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Editors'’ ygge. We revublish belew exceraus from a document of
volume 2, humber 7 of tlhe Fourth Interanctijonel (Jovember, 1836)
formerly the theoretical article of the -ievolutionary .Jorkers
League, This document, dealing with the Pranco-Soviet Fzct

and thé inter-imperialist antegoniens, we consider to be of
theoreticel importance tod%g ag when it vas writien threec ye&rs
ago, in shedding light on e intwmel perizalist strugglées thet
have nov culmlnctbd in the senond imp»r‘ellst warld Wars

‘ ..‘.Thg Franco-Rus ien alliapee h X:) meaning only against Ger-
many, French impérialiom can fight Germeny only with England's help,
Thus the usefulness znd continuation of the Franco-Russisn sllience - -
dependad all slong on the inclusion of England, Its perspective had W
be from the very beginning an English~French-Russian alliasnce, and this
has been the goal towards which the Stclinist burocracy has worked, -
Eut cuch en alliance would mezn the zbondomment of the plan of the En-
glish bourgeoisie of an English-Frendh-~German~Itclian alliance, suppor-

ted. in the Far East ty Japan, against $he Soviet Union on dhe one hund,
egainst the United States on thaiatherQ,..~

....within the frmmework of‘this fhndamental trend of’Brltﬁgh
peliey, the oresent British co-operction with the Stzlinist. burccrac
has cniy en cuxiliary and temborazy charccter:. as 2 club over G’“ﬂgﬁjg
This, of course, does not exclude the possibility of Englend bein
fnrned to fall back ultimctely on the policy of sttempting en alliznce
witin Pussia cgeinst Germeny.  But such a course would be forced on the
Engiish bourazceisie noy by the Stalinist burceracy, but by Americen
jwperialiem, And then --- and thet is the spectre haunting the British
bourzeoisie --- it may be even too. late to win even Fuseia ae on allys
for if 1t conles to zn Americon-Germen clliance ag geinst Frgland and Ja-
p2n. the Americen. bourgeoisic would do its utmost to inclid» Rusaie in
guch an lllqnce. In fect the velue to. America of Germany os 2a ally
wonid be so doubtful without the latter's access to th2 rov netericls
(anove all the oil) and the man Hower of Rusvla, that the vocseionility
of =zn Anerlc:n-ayrngn 2llinnce dQDbndo on the iaclusion of Rissracee-- -

esssIn 1933 the Stmllnlst burocrgcy betroyed the “Ycrmon ;"ole-

toriat and thereby loid the basis not only for the equally speziacular
r17c of German imperialism, but likewise for similar “co-~ aacrct_on“

with Germen imperizlism, e, in the VWest the Stalinist burocrccy
turned first away from Germon imperialism ané towards French imperial-
ism. But it remains nevertheless true that it is the defeat of tre
German proletoriat which led to Russia's 'return to the concert of na-
tions" and the participation of the Stalinist burocracy in a system of

N .
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allisnces with imperialist powers, From an alliance with pne imper-
ialist, on the conditions on which the Franco-Russian alliance was
concluded,. to an alliance with gnother imperialism is but a short .-.
step. Ali the ballyhoo about "anti-fascisma" cannot conceal this .
essential fact, Once broken in by the French bourgeoisie, the Stall-
nistiburocracy can be used by any bourgeoisie, “democratic" or
fascist. S R s ‘

The British bourgeoisie is today nleying Frence and Russia
ageinst Geruaany, and Germany ageinst Frence and Nussia, But since
its basic tendency today is towards an all-3Zuropean bloc against
Russia and the United States, the Franco~-3oviet pact, vhile at the.
moment still useful as a club over Germeny, is no essential part in
its scheme, To the American bourgeoisie éead set to prevent this-
alléZuropean bloc, the France-~Soviet pac%.has greater, though like-
wise only temporary value: as long as it continues that bloc (l.e.,
an all-Buronean bloc--Zditors) is impossible,..s L

sse+If French imperialism, in spite of this left~hznded
support by the Stzlinist burocracy, will have to capitulate to Ger-
many, thereby at last opening the way for Inclend's cherished plan
of an all-Ruropean bloc, the Stalinist buroccracy will most certeainly
try to break it up from, ahother angle --- by a new rapproachement
with Germsn imperislism, ‘hether the leatter will be ckle to come to
terms with Russia will to a decisive extent depend upon the develop-
ment of its (i.e., Germeny's) relations wdth .merican imverizlisem,
But the Germen bourgeoisie hes already laid the basis for this even-
tuality, not only by its never-interrupted economic co-opnerction with
with the Stelinist burocracy. (the greatest loen extended to Russia
gince 1833 has been that of the fascist govermment of Germany), but
even in the form of an open feelers Schacht!s offer to the Staiinist
burocracy to reach an understanding with the Soviets and work with
them towards "settlement of world economic end political problems",
if the Russiand would ‘give up their virulent propaganda which is
troutling the world", The very significant fact that Schacht made
this offer two days after the Stalinist burocracy had executed 16 .
potential opposition leaders, reveals the meaning of this mass mur=
der: a demonstration, in the midst of the civil war in Spain, of the
fundamental solidarity of the Stalinist burocracy with world imper-
ialism against the workers, in Russia, In 3Spcin, and everywvherc,.

~ There are indications on ell sides that the Stalinist buro=-
cracy, while frantically-tryin%bto utilize the workers! heroic strug-
gle in Spain in order to hold together the Franco-Russian pact on the
basis of "anti-fascist" front of "democratic" countries, and to pre-
vent enother Locarno conference (of Zngland, France, Germany, Italy,
without end ageinst Russia) at the same time vrepares the ground for
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the possible collapse of their efforts, Mot only are they nreparing
to support %%¥ govermment in Frence, Peoples Front or not, which .
would be willing to continue the aliiance with Russias not only do
they declare their willingness to sumport any regime in Poland, if
Poland only returns to its slliance with France, but they cone ouvt
in so nmany words in one country after another for *nstional unity®

including the fg . ?‘m a undted frant uith fescists in *romee,
Augiria, Ilgly, and )l to g uniled front fascist govern-
ments is only a smadl steR, certainly. not a greater one than that

m the co-operation with Germany against the Versailles front, to
co-operate with that same Versailles front and its "thieves! kitchen"
againgt Germeny., The communist {i.ey, revolutionery liorxist) van-
guard must, therefore, prepare itself and the masses for the eventu-
ality of such z new ehout-foce of the Stalinist burocracy with 211 it
would imply --- support to the German regime as o whole or %0 one
section of the Germon bourgeoisie (including, of course, friend
Schacht), vhich the proletorict will then be called upon to support
for the ﬁliberation of the Germcn people! whatever the new slogan
will be, The attitude of Stalinism today towerds Italien fosciam
mcy Ye on indication of what may come in Germany, the Stalinists
today demond mothing morce thoan the elimination of Mussolini and
"those guilty for the enslavement of the Ethiopean people™ (in ‘
which they themselves have cided Mussolinil), There is mo recson to
cssume thot the It-lian ond German bourgceoisic weuld not be willing
to drop their present leadérs,. if thet in a certein situation would
te the best wey of securing the continuction of Italion ond Germon
capitelism. “For thot supreme goel they would even te willing to be-
come "onti-foscist®, ' . T S

“Anti-foscism” ond the “peoples front™ hcve been the devices
»y which the Strlinists hove completed their work of confusing and
disorienting the internctioncl proletsrict, 'Their only too sugcess=.
ful identificcotion of Communism with "onti-froscism” in the minds- ofh .
the mosses hos done more to diseredit Communism -thon ony onti-Belshe-
vist propcgonda of the Bourgeoisie ond the socisl-democracy could ever
have done, It is not possible to predict now whether the ené of the
"onti-foscism" ond the "peoples front" is near ond whether they will
only chonge theirvanctions' from the instruments.of the French and
British bourgecoisie to the instrument of the Germon~Americon bour-
geoisie, Bbut whatever the form may be, it is certain that the series
of Stelinist services to world imperiaiism will eome¢ to zn cnd only
when Stclinism itself goes dowvm, drcgging with it into the abyss of
cnother wwrld shoembles the mosses of the Russicn ond interneotional
proletorict and pedsontry, , .
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. Only an 1nten3111ceulon of the otrucg1e for & new Commu-.

nist Internationsl can vrevent the complete subordination of the
world proleteriat to the iutercsts of imperi elism, which the two
agencics of the bourgeoisie, that is, the 3ccond end Third Intcrna-
tlonals, objectively aided by the Trotskyites, are threatening 1o
bring about, and the ennihilation of what gt;il remains of the Octo-
ber Revelution. Only the growth of the movement for a new Comnunist
Fourth Intermational will make it possible th&t the rezdiness of the
world proletariat end itg cctuel- straaﬁi. Yy canng lizsd by the
bLourgeoisie and their social~demoeratic uﬂd St?llﬂl st agénts for
anti-revolutionary ends, will become steps o the road to the sti-
zure of power, from the bourgcoisiey-rné in Rucsia steps to the
vresting of thﬁ usurned proleta rigp ~poéwer Trom the Stelinist buro-
cracye.

Rk kdkk kb ok Mk kskok doksox ok ** % oMok ERA kool *** kk ok ok Rk fokkk

NOTES .N CHILE

EDITO?S‘ NOTE: e pu?1¢sh below sone 1nfbrmataon o tie Ghil-

esn situation from the Espartaco, vol., I, #l.
It is not stated directly‘what group or ten oedc§ the Es%ar-
taco represents.

According to these comrades, the openly bourgeois partzes are oi-
~vided in that the oligarchic parties back British and Geruan imper-

ialism, while the. radical bourgeois parties back American Imperiale
ism, All electric power (hydro-electric) in Chile is leased to
U.S, capitalists for ninety years, and leased not by some holding
company or other means, but by ithe state,

The so-called workers ovarties -~ Socizlist end Stzlinist ~- are
bankrupt., There are itwo groups for tiie 4th Internationsl: the
Revolutionary ‘orkers Party (POR ~- Partido Obrero Revolucionaria)
and the Internatlonal Wlorkers Group (GIO ==~ Grupo Interanscionalis~
ta- Obrero).

The POR is "ultra-left", the GIO is "centrist! (we quote here from
Dspartaco) because the %OR refuses to "penetrate (enter??) into the
Socialist Party; while the GIO suﬁported bourgeois demociatic cendi-
dates in the last election,

The recent course of the Chilecn Labor Faderstion sew 2 shgrp Tac~
tional struggle betwsan the 3P and the CPy with the SP emer: tiag

with the leadership, The Socialist Left i ‘es been 1 :
SP leadershipeess * “Lb iquidzied by the
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“ROLE OF THE UNITED
STATES- IN THE  WAR

: The imperialist war ialcnly in its first stagé; only Bri=-.
tain, Brance and r¥any are o8 yoi Anvelved, and the strugple as yed
is for domination o Euroga; ha bpoedsr phese --- tha struggle for

Y

world domination, primerily deminstion of Asia, a struggle in which
all the major powers will be igvolyved --- 18 yet to comz. : ‘

The war could not hcve bheen possible without the previoue
defeats of the prcletarict cnd the praliminery struggles of the dme
perialiste in their maneuvers for posftlons of adventage. On the. bae
sis of the defeat of: the Chinese Ravolution Japan ¢suld begin her. ia-
vasion of Asia. Mmilarly, the defeat ¢f the Girman Revolution became
the springboard for the ommarch 0f Germen imperialism; and the defeat
in Spain the besis for the further expension of dhe: Germen, Iteliean -
and Japamese srpires, These defouts, wwpensions and preliminary im-
perialist- strugglee provide,the-aatﬁiﬂi for the present world conilict.

In this first stage of the #tmgele the United Stetes holds
the key position, Its geogrephicel fsagletion from Europe heightens .
its faverable position as the only Imadrialist power in the Americes.
With its enormcuas netural raceurees, ite skilled lebor power, its in=-
dustrail technigue, its cagitel invesiments end trade taroughout the
world, the United 3States stands foremost emoig the powers of the 'warld,

The last war, vhich saw the U.S. rise to a porcition of econo-
mic pre-eminance, left the naw gilant also in a fearful contradievion.
Having gcined trade and markets, nevw. spheres of investment of . egpital
and e®port, hevin? enommously exsanded whe Zndusteial pleunt, tha. very
needs of the new 2wnory diectsted the nexl step: The driving eim of. -
Anerican imperialism is to achieve a noliticzl Aomimation in ki2ning
with her economic domination. as a basis for her ultinete aim to redi=-
vide and reorgcnize the world to the needs of Americen imperislism,

~ 8uch aen aim involves a struggle cgeinst 11 the other dmperi-
alist nations, but especiglily ageoinst British dmpericlism whizh occu=
pies gnd controls the favernble poecition to vhich tha Upitedl Stnies as-
pires and musy heve 1o gotisyy her econcmic nesds,. IThe amel stouggle
for the contrel of Zurope is related o the ceming saow-:307r bhetween
the United Suwee ard Baitein for the domingtica ol tav world,  “he
struggle for the rcorntrol of Zurooe is et soretilig swpavese .frem the

struggle for “he vedivigion of the world, Uhey are *two aspects of one
general ormohlem, Beecuse of this foet American Irperi-liam ccurot play
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an "isolationigt" role, There is mo question that the majority of* the
American imperialists desire to obtein their dominant position by
"seaceful™ means of ecounonic penetration, end by continuing the pclicy
of "neutrelity" (at least as long as possible), But the objecu vr.
conditions, as well as the defense of the interests of the world cmpise
of the United States, is forcing the nation into the direct military.
conflict, The U.S. canmnot allow any blcoc of nations to win a decisive
victory over another, to then find herself confronted with the neces-.
sity of "settling"” with the victe, The U,S. will see to 1t that she
settles with ALL' the other imperialiasls and especially with Great Bri-
tain in such a,manner that the outwme (excluding, of course, the ex-
plosive effects of the proletmrien rewolution) enables the United
States to come out on tow, : : )

- In the two months of thw wew the first megjor victory, oute
gide of the Polish conquest, belofiyes W the United Statesy a victery
over both Cermany and Britein in gfabbing the South and Latin Ameri~

" can martets and extending politieal sontrel over the Americ¢zs. - The
closed door, the nolicy of tie MMowmroe Doctrire in the Jestern Hemis-
phere, has %o a greater extent than ever before been rdalized by the
American jmoerialists, If América's trade and capitsl investment
structure is to maintain itself, gnd a severe depression »ossibly -
followed by revolution is to- be aweided, the reorganization of its
trace and capital axport must L@ dn a‘higher basia than that of the
period before the cutbreck of th# war, Toward this end the South
Amerdican markets and the tiade wi¥h Murope is a start, Asia will be
next, (cfo' PP - )0 - : : ’ :

, If we can speak of the Aslatic iiarkets as the gozl of aul -
the imperialists, this is all the nore true of American Imperialism, -
Americals fight for the "open deor® in Asiz has clearly reflected her
struggle to prevent the expansion of the other imperislists, particu-
larly Japsen and ingland, so that the U,3, could extend her own econo=
mic and financial penetration eand ¥rade, .But today Jopanese aggren-
disemént in China confronts the U.S, with a new situation and a grow-
ing threat, _ ' :

In war as in peece American Iuoperislism will Hursue that
course. which best confroms to her own ai.s ard interests, Because of
her position and relative strength she hes been =ble up to now to :
steer clear of M"entingling alliancca"s thet is, she has >layed her own
game in her own way, In the war, however, she will need allies, This
same strength will erable her w dominate zuy bloe she enters, or =%
most carry on a po.icy of Yaarallel action® with certain imoeriaiists
ggainst g common 2uemy bloc, There can be no question of M"autu-y. aims"
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and "common" 1nterests. Even in such "parﬂllel 2ctiont the econowic
end financial interests of .merican.imperialism will give her, in -
the proeess of the struggle, a dominant position over the bloc as

a whole, we can expect tha the .american rulers will reject out of
hand any tion of the U S. to another force, as Frahcec i

, Con31dering the wer in Lts present Ynarrow" iuro_cen form,
it is to the interests of the U.S, to remein "neutrzl", <llow both
eldes to exhaust thamse lves, -anc thus be in a DOSltJon not only to.
strcngthen its world 3051tion outside of “urope, but c¢lso to drive
forward in an attempt to orgenize Burone to Amcrica's aceds, But -
the conclusion of an armistice on the prescnt basis 1s ualikely un--
less it can be directed .into the channels of an attempt at & united.
attdck on.the Soviet Union, which despiic Stclinism, still rosts om
th: socizlizcd propérty Pbi"thS 2stcblishicd by the- October Rovolu=
tion., This is &n gver-prescnt possiblity wvhach would .lier the ens
tire situction, Nevertheless, @ven under this voriant of 1mgvr-
izlist attack upon the U.S.S. & the cntogondsns cmoung The imperio=
lists would continue cnd play o big pgrt tnroughout. .

" Foiling such cn OutCOﬂv, it is uullxply that toere w1ll Be
a completion of the military cycle in its _resent form, Liore proba=--
bly, one or more of th: big "neutrsls® will be drown into thce millm
tcry confliet, ond bvuntu¥1ly 2ll of theme Such o new foctor will -
clter the lincé-up cnd give one or the other side the cdventcoge. Tﬁu
Amcrican impericlists would be foreed to cdjust themsclves to the new
relationshipss Turkey's coumitments tip the scolus in the ecstern
Medi terranean in Engl nd' vaor, hut they PuﬂPfSLDt no. dyClSlVb
shif't. as y >t, L o : . o .

' ' From the st‘ndp01nt of Amprlcgn lmpcri_llum the ;dlloulng
ccn be posed cs DOSSiblC vgri nts to ochicve her cims:

I -- A policy of - ne rollel action ;1th the Agﬁlj-bvaCh bloc
This porelléel -ction could be brought cbout By ¢ number of condition
such os the drnger of the consumnc tion of = fbur-powwr ‘u;CJL"H-ASI‘
tic bloc consisting of Gurminy, Itcly .2d Jopen with Russic, Under
Stclinism s the toil, If thb U.o. is fufc0d into prrsllel cetion
she still strnds to g ine Such : coursec would encble the U,.S, to
gein o stronger foot-hold in Brlt in's colonisl structure cué breck
cwzoy such sectors cs Concdo, try to breck the British rubber ~ad tia
monopolics, c¢te. It would put the U.Se ia o stronger nogition. o=
geinst Jopon cnd Englond ine Asicy the UlS. would toke sver the dbthse
of the Asictic mcrkets, The U, S. would seck to confiue wmost of her
militory bottles to Asicy if Jopon joined the Germen bloce, thus
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assuring herself the greateat‘share of the spoils at the end of: the-
war, For Japan to join a U.S.~British bloc would mean theat Jepan
would have to share her present positlon in Asza with a Jowerful and
insatiable America,

Furthermore w1th the U.S. in Asze "on the side of" Bri tein
the U.S, would be in a far better position to choke off or channel-:
ize the colonial uprisings and revolution.ry struggles that will in-'
evitably break out in the Eritish Empire under the. stress of the war,

: In Europe such parallel actlon.ynuld remove any threat from
a German bloc for “uropean hegemony by Aaerlcan aid to tae Anglo-
French forces,

Perhaos the maxn problem for the U, S. in this course oi
action is that Britain cannot be. expected to sit back 'and watch her
American rival make such gains, She is likely to try. to involve the
U.S. more and more into the Eurcopean. struggles failing thisy it is
not excluded that Britain may. conclude thet the United States ie out

to get more. than she is willing to give. Furthermore, while the U, 8.
could meke gains, to share a vicltory with “ngland wouid not- satisfy
the needs of American Imperialiam whlch requlres the defgat of Great
Britain.

 IT -~ A léss llkely variant than the cbove, but more fevoreble
to American Imperialism in the long run, if it can be. accomplished,
would be a bloc between Germeny, Russia and probably Italy under the
hegemony of the United States, In such a bloc the Soviet Union. un-
der Stalinism would be a tail, Such a bloc would deliver smashing :
blows agsinst British Imperialiam and pose the whole quéstion of the
struggle for world domination on a clear, forthright plane, In such
a bloc the United States would face the vrobiem of a two-ocean nevy
and a war on two fronts since Jcpan would probebly line up with Bri-
tain, But the U.S. dbloc would still have the greeter. strength, - Un-
der this relationship the United States could hope to emarge domi-
nant in Eurojse and Asia --- if only she could find a way to do the
impossible ---~ avert proletarlan revolution,’

such a tloc would require a drastic poditical she ce-up,in
Germany and in Russia, Germen Imperialism under Hitler is set on -
large sccle expsnsion and is unwllling to cct under tha hecgemony of
another power --- even in the event of military veitory it would
yield far too mcaggr sp01ls. Germany olonc could not successfully
face Anglo-French Impericlism, bui Gérmzany's position a2t the mouneat
is fﬂlrly gtrong, w1th Italy gnd Russia s~rv1ng &s basss of gappilies
and materizls, The development of the war will force these latter
two off the fencc znd in regerd to Russia, the last two months have
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made it evident that German Im )erlallgm nas tue inside track in the
pact with Bhe Soviet Union under St‘ 1inlsm. -

.The nz‘evalllug line of march. of American Imaerlallsm s
forces 1s at present in the direction of ihe variant of oarallel
action,with the Anglo-French bloc, The steos already taken by the.
U,S. indicate this clearly: the lifting of the arms embeargo. provi-
sion; handing over secret military airplene information tot e --
French- the acquiescent tone. of the oress t. Caneda's decleration -
of war,(:.t is well knovm that Canada’ ie virtually econoaically de~
pendent on the U.S.)3 the officially dinspiied campaign ageinst Neal
spies; the stetements of Roesevelt that we wust be neutral in act -
but cannot be neutrel in thought --~ dirécted ag‘nlnst Nazi Germany. .
the much publicized stateuent of Roosevelt mede in secret committee
that France is our first line of defense; the official campaign of
incitement over the City of Flint 1nc;dent, wherezs all news of
British holding and delaylng of Americen shipe is virtally sup~
pressed- ete, eves

But. this by m meens can b\. v&’(bn e8 definltlve. A pow’er-
i\zl gcetor of American Imherialism is ériving for the second variant
of direct struggle azsainst Briteain, It should be noted ihat offi~
cially inspired oropagznca hes a strong undercurrent of anti-British
sentiment, although not as strong as the anti-Nazi scniiment,

Should Germeny and Russia be brought 1nto lme, U. S, stra’cu.gy can
shift almost overmght. ‘ .

~ ‘ Like the other 1mnerial:|.st natio*ls, the U.S.. is Jroc«.eddng
with great care, But 1nternally intense prepearations are on the -
order of the day. - Mobiliz:s tion-de:y plans ave perfected and kept up
to date, ermaments industries are opercting full blast, thc two bil-.
lion doilar war budget vill grobably be sharply- dncriuscd, heasures
for consolidating ideological and orgsnizational control over the
workers mass organizations haveé been strengthened by the "stzte of
limited emer'gency" proclametion --~ a new blow against the class
conscious forces cnd the revolutionary ulvmx.nts in the couniry,
Unoffieially the U.S, is a2lready in the waw, tonmorrow the dough-boys
will be flghtlng. g . ‘ ’

NOTE - For sake of. corvenience in discussion, this artl-
cle limits itself to the role of the U.S. in relation to the other -
imperialist nations, It is obvious that overshadewing the whole is
the problem of coloniil uprisings, end proletarion revolutions. which
the war is generating, The imperi ~lists hope to come through the
war without revolutions, or ot ony rcte, without victorious revolu-
tions. The hope is vain, = The dynm1te of the rcwolution vill raze .
to the gmund the whole structure of murder cnd plunder,

November 6. 199
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FASCISM & WAR IN UL S,

To- confuse Fascism with a War legime, to consider them as
one and the same, is to put Blinders on the revolutionists; blinders
which may well blur out the clear path to the Social Revolutiomn,: .

~ Under war eonditions the exploiters and their steate sub-

ject the working clase to their dictatorship, without the necessary

process of smashing its mass orgenizations, The revolutionists are

outlawed, but the mass organizations ere brought into the capitalist
teivil péace" through the reformists who blossom forth as social
atriots, The war dictatorship of the bourgeols democratic imper-
alists is the handwork of elass collaboration,. ,

But in the conditions leading to- & fascist dictatorshipy: -
only the crushing of the forcé¢s of the working class thirough supers.
ior force, or betrayal, make the escendancyg to power of ithe Faseists
possible, Defeai, demoralization and disintegration of ithe proleta~-
rian forces --- thiese are the conditions in vhich the Fascist State
roots its tenacles deep into the prolétarien masses, Only on this
foundation can a Fascist State reposc, .

To speak, as the Trotskyist ceatrists rrd all socialedemo-
cratic groups. de, of the immediate danger of fascist dictatorship in
America, is to. ignere,. first, the fact that bourgecois dawocracy in
America, far from Deing politically in decline, has cxperienced a
period of revival., Ilever were the agencies of class colleboration
stronger, Ncver was the nccd for class colleborationist agencies.
as cleerly recognizcsd by the oexploiters as today, - While force hes
ever been the weapon of exploitetion, the role of class collabore-
tion has incréescd cnormously, with 1ts successes fully coumensurate
to 1ts growthy Though this growth 18 purely a toemporary phenomena
contingent upon the further stcbilization of an American cepitalist
cconomy caught in the evolution of the war process, for the revolu-
tionist only onc conclusion can be drawn: Class coilaborationist
agencics can only function e¢fficiently whire the basis for conccom
siong ~-- amelioration of the conditions of one scetion zt the ex~
pense’of another section, eeonomic upturn, old cge utooias, cte ---
exist, where on the basis of the vast and expanding profits in the
colonics thc¢ home ccpitalists con give bribes to the aristoerccy of
labor, With thc shattcring of this basis tloss conflict breaoks out
anew. . . . . : .

It is not o question of Mdwmocricy vs, foscisa; rather it

is o question of WORKERS RIGHTS vs,. all forms of CAPITALISM (bour-
geois democrccy and foscism), The key wosition of Amcericon imperia-
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lism, as & neutral, with free access to the. world marke'ts while the
o ther leading 1mperiallsts are .in military conflict, enables the can
bourgeois democrats to strengthen their hold unon the American .
working class, One must not draw -the conclusion from this that the
war has stopped the process of development already pointed out be-
fore, Remember Russ a in 1612, The crisis was maturing, The 1mp-
erialist war altered the process, but at e same time the wer in-
tensified ALL of the cortradictiens, and vhen the equilibriun was
shattered, it brought forth greater fury of the class struggle,
Likewise, France in the su ner of 132 was heading into the storms
of glgantlc class battles but tie war cut these short; however, we
will again witness these struggles on a higher plane after the wer
breakdown, So, too, will the aftermath of the imperialist var have
1ts effect upon the Am:rlcan working wlébS.

For Amurzcan CgOlu&llsm thg DTLOT cuestlon todey is not
fascist dlctatorshlp ot bourgcols cemocrecy,.- ¥For American cepite=-
lism the prime question is thé survival of americen Cgpltalldm ,
through impnrlallst expension, The erisis of bourgeois cemocracy
in America has not arrived. The outbrezk of the war pushes -into
the background the i,ner dang»rs to thu niresent form of co pltgllut
hegemony in Ambplvc.

It is the further tvolution of the war proc»ss ~-= its
effect on copitaliet accumulavion: further wezlth at one nole,.
greater poverty &t the other --- the cumulative effects of war on -
the broad masses pf the army and civilicn populotions and their
politicul results thnt Merxists nuet now coneider ond g1ve enswer: to,

Do;s war render still more fovors ble the rel thuSﬂLp of
forces in favor of the cepitalist dictatorship (demoecrctic or. fas-
cist) as cgoinst the forces of the proletnrisn revolution? Does
democracy enhonce its veolue in the eyes of the proletarict ond the
lower middle class through the vieitation of the "frseist repres-
sions" of its war regime? Does the tradition of ¢ war regine
broaden_the base necesscry for o foscist dictatorship? Con the ex-
istent Foscist Fungi --- the Bundists, the Coughlinitcsy the Wine.
rodites, Silver shirts, Black Legion, ote, --- survive the 'Hemocra
tid'war and war reglme% Is the politiczl development of the Ameri-
cean Army of 1S1S the index by which revolutionists must drcw the. .
political development of the Mmericcn Army of thé new impericlist:

wor? Will the economic conditions of the Americen workers éhow im-
provem=nt?

To cnswer these qucstions corrcctly is to answer them
negctively,
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He who says thet the veterans of the Zuropean odovers. came
home ripe for fascism in the last world war distorts history., T.e
veterans of the last war came houe ripe for socialisu. To confuce
the actions of the American Legionaires with the action of the Tu--
ropean veterans is to ignore the effects of four years of front .
line environment, The political expression of war veterans and war
rookies are diametrically opposed omne w the other, The rookie {who
joins the army, not the draft) is a patriot; the veteran is a rebel
in thought and action, .

wWithout a cleer understarding of ihege factg the various
transitional slogans which in their totclity comprise revolutionary
defeatism will not be understcod nor anplied by the revolutionary
party of the present revolutionery enock, . : :

To assume that the existent forcee of Fascism in America .-
will survive without revolutionary chaunf:s In class composition,. etc,
is to ignore the effect of war envirommert upon the army eligibles.
who now compose their membership, fvea tie follovers of the Catho-
lic Coughlin will iind their concepts on morslity, religioq, econo-
mics, the state, patriotism, etc, chaken or completely chernged as a
resuit of war erosion, bourgeois idzalism stripned bare of its
ideslist trappings --- revealing in all its ghastliness of cepita-
list producticn, cepitalist war (anc ccpitalism idealiam),

To draw the conclusion that the Amcricar working class,
undefeated, hardencd in the fires of imperialist war and the repres-
sions of a war regime at home, will provide the broad base necessary
for the installation of a fascist regiie is t stand the Dizlectic
on its head in the manncr. coproved by Hegel,

The revulsion of opinion of the Hroletarien and peity-
bourgeois masses ageinst the imperialist war and imperielist. repres-
sions will breck through within the ermies end civilian populazion,
The task of the revolutionists prior toy cnd in thet period is tue
never-ending, merciless exposure.of copitclism .nd its stete,. the
extension of the slogzns of defeatism (the brotherhood of the. woir-
kers, we have no wountry, peace-frzternization, liquidstion of the
amies, arming of the people), the geizure of the factories znd the
demolition of the bourgecis state, This is our task in Aaericas.
In the internationzl arena where class brothers claw at the throzts
of class brothers ot the behest of their ilumericlist masters; into
the arenc: "Pezce Between Class Brothers" . "wer! Wer on the Clase
Enemies!"Clzss Wer to the Endl" M"Cepitzlism Must be Destroyedi®
"Turn the Bosses Jer For Profits Into A VWer Agcinst the Bosses and
Their Profit Systemi{" :

October 25, 1839
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