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THE UKRAINE QUE STION

r\ :x‘.r* Y fO f<C)Yw‘_’5f} JJO' f\l("

. Due to the outbreak.of the heaagﬁ Woria teperis 3 S
alist war and the ai -
' zzf.m;l;;ef mﬁ:t&:gmbyl;h:hsmlin-mu“ agroemént, the. guestion of the mcrainosﬁm
an ever as the key to Rastern Europs. . The struggle r ;
- around the Ukraine will inevitebly become mers intense, To a great o ﬂeﬁﬂ ¢ h:ﬁi.ns _

- sglution of thiam question will daterain
or the fate. of the Soviet nion. ' ' eitmr Bitleris line of w°h to the E‘"

<

An. analysiu of our dirfmmu with Trotsk .
Yy on the. theoretioal b
::Zolva:::ﬁ clearly reveal ths differances between nationslistic centrismmz;rt::;y)
an t::os an rzvolutionary internationalism (the Revolutionary Workers Lesgus),
Inthe g o:iet gk r;agﬁg_g% r:rm \::z oth, Tr;ts\cy first presented his call for seperation
| USSR, We presented a brief reply to his false 1%
. i:; ;h.tmb gt of July, Now Trotsky eitteys Wnto vicious polenics (Socielist A 12;;
- r:;. :: ;;‘m tﬁzh mzd ;B;h)% s\;;:rem he uses strong languags and wesk arguments, —
N . of Tro 8 oxpsrionce in the revolutt 0o he
quot;s our. pasition oorrootly nor argues-ageinet our pbaitiogf‘rgot :::;ngoggiﬁgor
uss false arsum.nts. but he mots up straw wan 16 argue against, - ‘

Amusr THE mmnozé o My UKRAINE FROM THE sovm'r UNION 3

- First Trot:ky point» ot thed
lpoarat1on of the Ukreine from the Sowiat‘gzi::: °§§§aige:°r?i:a;;°§;:eigro;h§. and
. T;izsllﬂi ist;or the world revolutior amd £ar socialigme~-'root and branch' ",

T o deman or the morid TeveLeritne B are Tor oo vorva veverusion hon sosen
wo
gg;g;ggoggn tofTrotslfy s slogan, not e Ferld revglution zg::::.:i;;: gﬁ?f" 'w?
quoetion 4 ot march for the pressud a¥fustion. The following position on this
» from the Marxist of July whidh £M¥k;} ignores is as follows:

:ﬁzmzzgzﬁeiztﬁzi;ﬁﬁ: ggﬁz:&ioﬁm *I:& ”:g-;oem Ukrains, confronted with Staa.io :
_ Ckratiph, th sactions beaten down und o
. :ﬁ: ::2:;§mbi:w:h:fvzhzi;:poz:g:1gt atPuggle for tho redivision of the wzrig.
aalls Loy sppciel attontion. The policy th -
C 1:$iona.ry Marxists pregent is firs¥ and- foremost the independgnt aitiofx ﬁ:w
S e working class. This is poseible vnly on ihe basis of the politicel and
wrganizational independencd of the ravoludionary Marxian orgenization, In
estern Ukraine this independent class action calls for those stops that pree

mekes no difference where the workers ers succe

) ssful first, in the social

§:v::.l\;tg::’11 :ﬁ ?}z:::::x m:ix:; do"z: ig t};e ;olitical revolution of Soviet Ukraine.

enident class. action calls for such 1itd
revolution and the EXTENSION of this vorkers® g Moo
s' victory to the rest 1

~ Union end for the atcial revolution 1nternaxtone11y. Only on :hieogazge gov et

-the working class EXTEND m OCTOBER BEVD:WTIGN. ' ‘ Pt oen

.INTERNATIONALN"“!JS _ SR ___DAGES

~ ‘gecterisn position of “world revolution to & concrete ‘but felse slogan? No. it is
- & concrete but different 1ine ‘of ma;ch. :

"If ‘the workers overthrow Stalinismecess” And Trotsky retopts: "But Stalinism must
first be overthrown', And, Trotsky seys, the-slogan -of the separation of the Ukraine '
_ from the Soviet Union is HOW to acoomplish this. He states: "And in order to
. achieve this (the overthrow of Stalimisme-Ed. ) one must not shut one 's eyes to the'
_growing separatist tendencies in the Ukraine, but rather give them correct political
expreesion' . o i

the wmerkers road to overthrowing Stalinism. Fhat is important in this quotation of
ours thet Trotsky uses is the whole argument thet preceeds it end the reason we used
. thias .argument. Let us deal with that aspect. In'the Marxist the quotation Trctsky ‘
. plays with is immediately preceeden by ar excerypt from Trotskj 8 original article '
‘ in vhi:h he states (and we reproduc 1% here): :

" site line of march =-- if the politioal revolution against Stalinism in the Ukraine

‘pera the class in action for the sooial revolution, In the time element it '“\i

Does this position in eny nay sound 88 though we are counterposing the

IF THE WORKERS OVERlﬁRGW STALINISM

Next. Trotsky tekes a aentence out of our document which, in part states:.

In the first placs, thie slogan for the separation of “the Ukraine 18 not

) "In the face of - such an interral situaticn (degeneration under Btelinism) ‘t La
_.naturally impossible to even talk of western Ukraine voluntarily Jjoining the’
UEZSR as it is at present constitutad, Consequently the unification of the -
Ukraine prssupposes freeing the so-ca_led Scoviet Ukraine from the Stalinist boot."

: _ The 1ino cf e yument used by Lrotqkj is that a united Ukraine PRESUPPOSEG
the seperation of the 3oviet Uereine. Trotsky in his original quotation, not we in
cur reply, sterts with tihe premise that after the werkers volitical revolution ‘
against St elinism i# completed in +the Boviedl UVraine, then w= shall separate. . Our
position, and the quotﬁtion Trotsky uses mekes this clear, that we present the oppo= .

18 successful, we shall .drive deeper. The next sentence of our article on the -
extensicn of the political revolution, nhich Trotst does nct quote. is as follonez

 ?If the workers regain thair poaition in Soviet Ukraine before the proletarian
revolution in Western Ukraing they ghould DEIVE DBEEPER INTO THE SOVIET UNION AGAIN
STALINISM end the otner tupariatis® agents.” (emphesis in the original). ,

Why then does Trotskv 4gie one sentence from our erticle end talk about
our position "if there is & reveintion’ when in his preceeding quotation,: ‘this is.
EIS pesition. . And the polsmic oh this queetion as our first article, quoted above,
clerely shows is not over the first wspect but the second aspact of the questions
Trotsky seys separation if we gein workers rule in ‘the Ukraine, we say use the: hase -
of re-established workers Soviets: to drive deeper into the whole of the Boviet
Union to dislodge Stalinism. .Te repset, we wlll come back later to the-first part :

—‘of the ouestion -—— the 1ine of march for e political revolution in Russia. e

: Agein let us quote rotsky and our comment, not from his polemio againﬂt
us, but from his first artiole, from which the. follo%ing quotation is reproduced ;

from our first erticle:
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tﬁroteky sayst tlhe question cf ‘f4rst order is the revolutionary guarantee of
the unity end indepetidence of a workers' and poasents’ Uxraine in the struggle
a%;inet i;ﬁerialism. on the one hand, and sgainst Moscow Bonapartism, ‘on the -
‘:hee:enth oigeis b;gg;ng the question. 'This 'first order® of Troteky is about

: » To have a unified and independent Ukrain th .

o peasants must succeed with a proletarien r o ittt ::gp

| | evolution in three capitalist '

tries. and must carry through a political revolution in Boviet gkrainz. ©

| ;g;;;s:hthe position of his FIRST order of unity and point out that before such.
Lo he ere must be a revolution, and & revelutior in eeverel _places,
. aocuses us’ of what we previously exposed as his position.

HOW TO DEFEND THE SDVIET UNIOV

the queetion of "presupposing", is the following mentence: 'Not turning our backs"

on the Soviet Union,- but its regeneration and re-establishment as a mighty citadel

|

. © " In our £1 | . .
o rat article, immediately following the quotaxion dealing with
i

1

i - of viorld. revolution === that is the road of Uarxism.

Trotsky quotes this sentence from ol
our document and then claim -
| ;i;gtlgs;cal;ztlg:g:nZ:n;hisde"With this method. hut with far greater lggng z::i__
b ’ . a Gegenerated Soviet Ynion 1s our t
. . Ytious world revolution which will tr e Horre Soeroe.
ansform the whole world int '
" oaW
Union.! etc., Such aphorisms come choap,® We don't know where Trots;;lgofOZ;:t

"~ second cheap quotaiion but we do know th
‘ at it fits his
- has nothing in ccmmon with the first quotation of ours.position like * gloVe end

. workers cag:r igiition is not. to separate 4 gection of the Soviet Union where the

| DEFEND THE sgvmrogﬁxhoﬁ political revolution, not to turm our backs, but insteed

. UNION end by extending that partisl victory T0 THE REST OF THE SOVIET
send re-establishing & genuine workers' democracy. The second idea, which

i belongs to ‘rotsky, states
e Unson s Yy Just the opposite -«-.'not defending & degenerate

| Jnecessar :hs separation of- the Soviet Ukraine which, according to Trotsky is FIRST
i-’ o y. be ole tnere can be & unitéd Vraine -~~ is the position of NO DEFENSE
: o efuovint ‘nion. £&nd secondly, this "cheap aphncrisu' of
_ on of the uitro-lefts, It is not our: wosition.- ‘Aayone vho is half-way familiar

; with the R.7.L.- literature on th
- the Soviet Union. <] Soviet “nien knows +h,at we stand for the defenee

o ' - ’ " . 1 | .
s v wice i 1 the f iI S t 001um Of the miCIG in 01 emios i
: \ P aga. nBt uB Hotsw

work for Mls ras w3 50 he can

5 8 preseni; nia CENTRIST POSITION
‘position anid «ivecly nave'his reedors ¢ouvinced thei the poaiwzmvxs't Te arxiSt
against is uitres. lth. seotarianlsm. N

Ll

2on he is,arguing

SEPARATION Ah ASSET OR A LIABILITY 10 WBOM?

as oompareg?;Iiiyeé:y:z "Assuredly' the separation of the Ukraine is a liahility
e unquestionabl oluntary and equalitaerien socialist federation; but it will be
o e asset as compared.with the hurocratic strengulation of the

.{
fi :
|
1
il
i

| This quotation reveaks that in our rirst article against Trotsky we argue‘;

‘In his reply _f*

Trotsky's 1s the posi-

T
B is a necessary introluction to his article to prepare the ground--

. the basis of the slogan of separation.‘

INTEHNAIIONAL NEWS

Ukrainian people. . A,"»p N j.: ' ' : : h‘ "'53 ' f‘h

: What Trotsky says is true. but this 1s not the sain axis for the workers
“or for the Marxists, More important than the fact that separation 1is an asset to
" the Ukrainian people, is the offects of separation on ‘the WORKERS and the. DEFENSE.
OF WHAT REMAINS OF THE OCTOBER REV ION, Again we must say that the workers® .
"victory in the Soviet Ukraine must. b used to extend that- victory 4nto other perts
of Russia against Stalinism ~---as well as outward towards Western Ukraine. This
is the:.real defense of -the Soviet Union. . . o

SOSIVS SNIVOTENDU S A

Economcs AND THE SLOGAN or stAaAnon '

_ "The economy of the soviet Ynion enters integrally into this plan. » BOYE
Trotsky.
-he says, but "en economic plan is not the holy of holies". In this ergument. he
ridicules us because we "forgot® the economic aspect of the question, Trotsky
should know that. there is no solution of the’ sconomy of backwerd Soviet Ukraine on

, fv"f'Ih_either case, & proletarian revolution in Western'UkraIne or B politi-
" cal revolution,'or both at once, calls for a drive INWARD into the rest of the
Soviet nion ageinst Stalinism as well as against the. imperialists, in order to .
solve any. of the econotiic problems confronting the Soviet ckreine as well as the
rest of the Soviet Union. To tell the workers end peasant® of the Soviet Ukraine
- that they must separate to better their economic position Because ‘the bureocrets
‘have wapped the PLAN is felse, ' To tell them to oust the burocrats “and- take power
. in the Soviet Ukraine and use “this as a lever to extend the political revolution
" $0 the rast of Russia and to correct the PLAN, not only in relation to the Ukraine
but . to the whole of the Soviet - nion is the correct relation of the plen to the
Ukreine.- ' - R L

It is not the PLAN ‘as - Trotsky claims. that 1s
appect of the question of the right of self determination. More importent than the
question of & ‘plan end 1ts break-down under ‘Stalinism with 1ts negative effects
upon the nationel problem, is the question of the PROPERTY RELATIONS., We did deal

" with the decisive- economic aspecte. -but Trotsky ignored our -argument. We stated in
the Marxist that: "The
.8elf determ_nation under the Soviet rule do not have the seme exise"” ‘What is the
. different exis? The property relations, Separation of the colonies under capita-
1ist economy from the imperialist mother country further disrupts end accelerates
the ccaditions for revelution, But to use the slogan of the right of
tion ‘under the property relaxions of the Soviet Union is to negete the whole concept

-~ of Marxism on this queetion as presented by Lenin._ ’ . ,

To issue a slogan for separation of national minorities under ¥ capita-v

; 1ist economy and under the different property reletions in the Soviet union exe
: 4we different things. Trotsky does not see. this difference andpcritic#zﬁa.gg for
‘not considering the aconomic relations. .

womcms VS, -PETEY Boumaoxs TN THE UKRAINE

In his polemic Trotsky extends his error'?ﬁ attempting to andwer use

'hax he only implied in hie firat artic*o-he now. sta~ea clearly in’

The -planned economy of the Soviet Ynion -mat be affected by the. separation,

self determinas

+hin geries of .

the important economic %

right_of self, determinaion under capitalism and ‘the right of -
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. by CAPITULATING to the nationalist tendencies. :
" gelf determination and the national Guestion to DISRUPT -IMPERIALISM, to weaken.

.from-tho Soviet. nion, L et

- Ukrainien national problem in gomanner'tota;ly.alien‘to_Trotsky s approashi

articles, For example: "only & direct and bold posing of the Ukrainian ‘question .
in the given concrete circumstances will facilitate the relilying of the petty=-

‘bourgeols and pessent masses eround the proletariat just as in Russia 8= 1917.*

Wo agree that the agrarian problem and the national problem have not been
solved end especially not under Stelinism, which has aggravated all the contradio=
tions. But that is not the dispute now. The question ist do you ELEVATE an
AUXTLIARY SLOGAN to win allies above the line of merch for the WURKING cLasg? The

first -quotation we.present in this article from the Mar;iﬂt‘cleatly_showu that our

- 1ine. of march is the independence of the working class in action. ?Tho_nationgl ‘
minority and the peasants will be wonh as allies only on this basig, . Trotsky turms

this concept upside down and places the interests of‘the petty-bourgeols in tha". ,
Ukraine above the interests of the FROLETARIAT, and the defenseof the Soviet nion,

Ve gounterpoae;tongptskyfs'Ukrainian nntipnaliam._proiétarian’interngtiohqlism; o

: Let us give some more quotations along this same line frow Trotskys: "This
means that the proletarian vanguard has let, the Uxraine netionel movement slip. out -
of its hands and that this movement hes developed far on the orad to soparatism.".
There 18 a "growing strength of separatisi tendencies amongithe Ukrainian masaes®.

‘- "The. great mess of the Ukrainian pecple are dissatisfied with their national fete =
. eand wish to change it drastically." . L . : j ' B

4
A

o "Trotsky:gdrreétly sees the EFFEICTS of Stalinfsm'upoh the Ukraine section -
of the Soviet Union, the degeneration and development of nationallst tendencies.

But one does nat eliminate the CAUSE --- Stalinism as the agent of the 1mper1aliats-"
To use the slogen of the right of '

imperialism, is pot the same ‘g8 to use the national question for Ukreine seperation

' - We heve pointed out before that this slogen is a part of our strategy
%o win allies, that it 'is not a principled question, and that at certain times
under certain circumstences we reject the mse of separation because it plays into
the hands of the imperialists. The indepandence of- the Ukreine plays into the
_hends of . the different imperialists just ‘am much s did the scparation of Sudeten-
land or Danzig at the moment. ‘On thia vagis Stalinism would gain too. by revealing
vhat the slogan will ‘accomplish. That is the reason we steted ‘that separatism
plays into the hands of Stalinism, & shatoment which Trotsky ridicules. -

LENIN ON THE UKRAINE

Clarity can be of,tféméndouS"valué,to us here. Let us briefly review

_Lenin's line for the Ukraine (i.e., for national minorities-in a Workers State).

‘In his speech of March 19, 1919, replying to discussion of the proposed new. party .
-progrem (at the Sixth Congress of the C.P.B.U.), comrade Lenin gummerized the B

. '"Tha Ukraine wes separated from Russia by exceptional circumstances, end the
- netional movement did not teke deep root there. In so far as it did manifest ,
. itgelf it was kmocked out by the Cermans. This is a fact, but an exceptional

© fact. Even with the language there the position-is such that it has become

" unoertain whether the Ukreinien langusge is the mess lenguage or not." AR

- ‘of the Commnist Internationsl on the national question, Sections 7 and 8 clearly
 present thefproletariap-view on national federation in a workers' society:

“»,existenceﬂ. -—e 88YS ?rotsky..
" tralism is the correct axis. .

basis of gaining a foothold in eny area.

" the strugegle for workers democracy is a part of the problem of the road to powers g

~ PAGE 6
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" Going one step further we examine the theses of the Second World Congress

*The federative principle appears to us a transitional form toward the complete i

_unity of the workers of all countries. The. federative principle has already y
practically demonstrated its conformity to the end pursued, Jjust as much in the i
course of the relations between the Russian Socislist Federated Nepublics and the i
other Soviet republics (Hungarian, Fimmish, Lithusnian, in the past; Agzerbaidjan

" and Ukrainien at present) as in the heart of the Russian “‘epublic itself, with
- regard to the nationélities which formerly had nelther a state not an #utonomous ;
" oxistence (e.gs, the autonomous republics of the Bashkirs and the Tartarsj cre=

- ~ated in Sovist Russia in 1919 and -1920).

"The task of “the Communist International is to study end verify the- experience
(end the further development) of these new federations based on the Soviet form
~and theSoviet movement. Since we consider the federation a transitional form
“toward complete unity, it is necessary for-us to work toward & closer and closer o
federative union, bearing in mind: 1)the impossibility of defending (without the e
closest union among them) the Soviet republics surrounded by imperialist enemies
who- are infinitely superimy in military powerj; 2)the need for a closer economic
 union of the Soviet republics, without which the rebuilding of the productive
" forces destroyed by imperialism, and the security end well-being of the workers
cennot be assured; 3)the tendency for the realization of a universal economic
~ _plen whose regular application could be controlldd by the proleteriat of all -
‘Gountries, a tendency which made 1tself. evident under the cepitalist regime and.
‘which certainly ought to continue its development and reach perfection under B
the Socialist regimes™ - - - : ' : ; '

ST ‘ . ’ e

Bearing the sbove in mind we continue with Trotsky s quotationss  Have

'Stalin and his Ukrainian satraps succeeded in convincing ‘the Ykrainien masses of °

the superiroity of Moscow centrelism over Ukrainian independenca or have they failled?
This question is of decisive importence. Yet our anthor does not even suspect‘its o

_ ; -Tolﬁafxists-the'a;is,is_not'Mosccw’centraiism? (reformiém) vs, "Ukraindan
1ndependence?f(centrism). To us the question of workers democracy Vse Moscow cene=:

‘ . Within the framework of our road to state power and the ousting of

‘Stalinism is the strategical. line of SMASHING DEEPER INTO THE SOUIET UNION on the
‘This calls for a struggle to re-establish
workers democracy end not separation. =~ - . o :

" But Irotsky places the‘Ukraineipetty-boufgeois_inxereéts (aeparétion) | ‘
' ABOVE .the interests of the working class (wbrkers'democracy). .We may state that "

the REAL DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION.

" A1l of these above quotations feve,ai that tha AUXILIARY PROBLEM 8¢ . )

‘made the main problem by Trotsky who turns upside down the relation of forces in.the

1line of march to overthrow Stalinism end pleces thepetty-bourgeois line above the i
. working cless line. = o L : : ' N ' &
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THE ROAD TO POWEQ%

. " Trotsky seys: "The slogan of independent ukraine advanced in time by the
proletarien vanguard will lead to the unavoidable stratification of the petty-bour-
gools and rédnder it easier for its lower tiers to ally themsleves with the proleta~
riat.” Only thus is it possible to prepere the proletarian revolution.® Trotsky
speeks of the proleterien rovolution, dses:ihis maaﬁ?ﬁhat a proletarian. revolution
is needed in the Soviets, that capitalism exists there? Is so, this is the ultra=-
left posifion, Has Trotsky changed his position on Russia? Or does this mean the |
slogan of the independenca of the Soviet Ukraine will help the proletarian revolue .
tion in Western Ukraine? But Trotsky says in the original article the following:

- "Consequently the unification of the'ukraine presupposes freeing the so=-celled. .
Boviet Ykraine from the 8talinist boot.," On Trotsky's basis then, it does mean
FIRST a political revolution in the “oviet union, and then a proletarian revolution.

, However, in this article, the second article, Trotsky is sh;lting»his
position, He would like to forget the first article where the united Ukraine FRE=
SUPPOSES the separation of the Soviet sector. In the second article he speaks of
the proletarian revolution, which can only mean the Western “kraine., But in re-
treating to the position where he states there will be a combined relation, a- -
parallel relation, as he states, he accusas us of vhat he is guilty:of. .

‘ If Trotsky rejects his false formulations which he tries to pass off to .
us through only partial quotations from our article, and instead states that the
spparation of the Soviet Ukreine in TIME ELEMENT will run parallel to the revolu=
tion in Western Ukraine {-and that the unity of the Ukraine does not, thorefore,
PRESUPPOSE freeing the so-called Soviet Ukraine from the “talinist boot) then Trotsky
must state the following thouzh, which is nowhere to be found in his original article
or reply: The.slogan for an independent Ukrelne is necessary to arouse the petty~-
bourgeois and peasant masses as an ALLY of the proletaeriat, to placate their present
course of extreme nationelism, in ‘the struggle of the workers in WESTERN Ukreins .to
carry through a proletarian revolution. In carrying through this proletarian revo-
lution in Western Ukraine we must demand of our forces in the Soviet ' nion that they
aLso aedvocate, on the basis of a political revolution, the separation“df the Boviet
Ukraine from the Stalinist beot as a lever to rally the petty-bourgeois massesh.

there TOO. THE INDEPENDENT SUVIET UKRAINE WILL work out 1ts own relations with the
Russian,8oviet, the Polish Soviet, eto. , g

But Irotsky has already declarad ihat the action for the slogan for _
sgparation from Russia and the unification of the Ukraine is "the basic fact under=
1ying the whole problem." This weans that the national question is placed. as point

_number 1 egainst the above arguments; because our gbove arguments'use the proleta=
rian interests as point number 1. g ' '

In reality it means that Trotsky has presented not variants, but more then
one position on the same question, none of which are correct, ’ )

of the Soviet Ukraine section from Stalin's state. Second, he states a parallel
relation between the (politicael) revolution in Russie and the (sociel) revolution in
Westorn Ukraine; but he does not define the relation of the gocial to the political

revolution; in faot he ignores this question of the sotial (Western Ukraine) end the
political (Soviet Ukreine) revolutions, He leaves this as an unknown quentity. The
second position which states that "only thus is it possible to prepare the proleta~

rien revclution®, tE# ignores the Riklticel revelution in Russia.

First, he presentedthe position that unification presupposes the seperztio:

~

INTERNATIONAL NEW8 _____ e . PASEE |

Third, he elevates the AUXILIARY SLOGAN to win_aiL;ES for the'prpietariat
as the %basic fact®, as the “question of decisive importance®, :

Pourthp and not ieaﬁt. Trotsky presents stil) asdiffersnt position. A :
position that one could agrec with and in no way agree with the slogan for separa~ -

tion or.his other positions. Trotsky calls this the "ideal variant®. Lat us quote
him in full: . : ) ) ' . -

"Let us teke an ideal varient most favorable for our critic. The revolution .5
ocours simulteneously in all parts of the Soviet Union. The burdcratic octupus
is strangled end swept asids. The Constituent Congress of the Soviets is on
the order of the day. The Ukraine expresses a desire to determine anew her
relations with the USSR, Even our critic, let us hope, will be ready to ex-
tend her that right. But in order frealy to determine her relations with other

_ Soviet republics, in order to possess the tight of saying yes or no, the Ukraine
must retwm to herself the complete freedom of action, at least for the.duration
of this Constituent period. There can be no other name for this than state inde~
vendence, Now let us further suppose that the .revolutionegbraces simul taneously
also Poland, Roumanie and Hungary, All sectioas of the Ukrainian people become
free and enter into negotiations to join the Soviet Ukraine. At the same time
_they 33 .oxpress the desire to heve their say an the question of the interrele~
‘tions between uniffied Ukraine and the Soviet Union, with Soviet Poland, etce

- It 15 self-evident that to decide all these questions it will be nacessary to
corivene the Constituent Congress of Unified Ukraine. But a "Constituent® Cone '
 gress signifies nothing olee but the Congress of an independent state which

- prepares anew {0 datermine its own domestic regime as well as 1ts international
positian.* - :

_ Yhy should Trotaky bring in this ergument in the polemic against us, . ;
since 1t was not in his first article, unless it is a POLEMIC AGAINST US, or at '
loast unless he wants to leave tho impression on his readers that this argument
2dds another nail to pur mlitical coffin, and revals our ignorence of the Question?

~"In fact, that is exastly why this ergument, this "ideal variant® is brought in. At

the same time it is & cvmreup for his other false positions, This position speaks . i
of & POLITICAL revoluticia throughout the Soviet Union and the ousting of Stalinism,:
and a social revelution #n tha ccuntries of Eastern Burope., etce v : s

But the winwks this "ideal variant” is co-ordinated with Trotsky's LINE
on the question of Zha Hépatetion of the Soviet Uktaine, the ideal vardint is
negated, bost 1inei¥ %o ¥elitical revolution egainst Stalinism in Russia will take = |
an uneven developwoit, im méwe areas 1t will be shead of the others. Let us Bay in -~
“the Ukraine i% is jsore Féveloped, than in other arcas where the battle is raging, e
and we teke power, JINGTBAD OF USING THIS BASE IN SOVIET UKRAINE TO FRIVE DEEPER

body blow against the politicel revolution to smash the Stalinist enemies of the
workers and other counter-revolutionary elements. '

!

 INTO THE REST OF RUSSIA AGAINST STALINISM, WE CALL FOR SEPARATION, This would he & 1
f

]

!

It is olear that our LINE of smashing deeper into the Soviet Union funda-
mentally contradicts the LINE of Troteky for seperation for ths ENIS aimed at, ands .
that are not the DESIRES of the Ukrainian petty-bourgecisie, but the INTERESTS or -
THE WORKING CLASS. _ .

Furthermore, the *ideal variant® is net only brought in to cover up the
false 1ine of sepération, but in o¥der to laave the impression that thig 1deal ver-
iant ts the resenterion of Froteky's pawition agninet us. In fadt. we ssder
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this "ideal varisnt®, and also present ather variants in our original article.
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variants that mre wost likely but not ideal, We presented this "ideal variant"
which in reality is not a VARIANT but instead the END we strive toward through ‘
possible varients. In our first article which Trotsky is criticizing, he failed to
quote the following:

%It is not too early to envisage the time when the yoke of exploitation will
be amashed and the different sections of the Ukraine will be unified into a
goviet Ukraine. The precondition for this is the rcvolution in one or hore
sdvanced cepitalist countries in “urope snd the establishment of a Soviet
system, This will be a beginning toward the consolidation of the United
Soclalist Soviets of Europe. Under this gtructure the present relation to
the Soviet Union will be supplanted by 2 new and higher stage .in which the
Ukraine es an entity in its own right will be affiliated to the Eastern

Soviet, Within this fremework we can speak of a free independent Soviet
Ukralne o

THE TRANSITION DEMANDS OF TROTSKYISM

In claiming we do not understand the Ukraine question, Trotsky sayst
“But Just now there is no victorious revolution, instead there is & vigtorious i
reeotion, To find the bridge from reaction 1o revolution --- that is the task,"
Then he proceeds to tell us about the Trensition Demends of the "Fourth Interne~-

tional", This means that the slogen to ‘separate %he Uxraine from the Soviet Union.
is part of this Transition Program.

It is well that Trotsky brought out this program so clearly and revealed
teh proper connection between the Ul:raine question and the Trensition Yomands, The
whole axis of the Tramsition Yemands is false end each separate demand (as we have

pointed out in the Fourth International, vol. I1I,#12) merely presents the concrete
error in a given field. - . :

- .

We think it is no accident that Trotsky says that we must find the bridge
from reaction to revolution, It is an outward menifestation of the felse line of
the Transition Deagnds, and not merely & pomxr formulation. The correct theoreticel’
position is not the bridge from reaction-to revolution; but the bridge from Capita-
1ism (whether "reactionary" or treformist") to the proletarian revolution, In a
given concrete situation, for a specific country the application of the line may
be the relation from reaction through reform (both of which we oppose) to revolu=
tion, But the Transition Demands are the new WORLD PROGRAM OF THE TROBSKYITES.

And the positions presented in the Trensitjen Demands are for all countries.

Protsky leavee out the whole question of reform. The Trangition Program

théfpfore brings it in through the back window by centrist formulations which result
in REFORMIST DEEDS,

Let us consider the concrete errors of some important questions of 2he
Trensition Demends in the light of the "bridge" from Reaction to revolution.

1 -=- HOW TO FIGHT CAPITALISM

~ "Pight Imperialism to Fight Foscism® says Trotsky in a lgtter published in the
October 8, 1938 Socialist Appeal. Fight Capitalism to Fight ~ascism is the correct
position, In addition to the imperialists there are the small mwfisekist nations

INTERMATIONAL NE¥S

B ;wm:oa- -

Under this formulation the Trotskyites can cover upt 1) Support of Cardenas in
Mexico sgajnst , dbut not & werd sgeinst U.8. IMPERIALISM, 8)Support to the
Peoples Front in Spain through MATERIAL AID and political criticism, stce 3) Support
of Chinese nationalists against Japan, ato. 4) Support a Lebor Party, & third oapi-
talist party, against the. imperialist parties, & skegan of the s capitaliats
egeinst the big capitalists, 5) "Expropriate the &0 families (Bn )States) and the
200 families (France)®. : M\

2 - SUPPORT OF BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY AGAINST FASCISM

1t is trus that the Trotskyites reject the reformist position of outright sup~
port of bourgeols democracy, but they have & centrist, tail-endist posttion, Some
of the more outstending examples of this are the following which our literature has
taken up in detail: 1) Troteky's position on the Chinese gsituation where he states
we may even have to support retten bourgeois demosracy againat rqactiqn. in order
to defend our working class rights. But 1ife itself proves that the working class
cen only defend its democratic rights by e STRUGGLE AGAINBT bourgeois domocracy and
ALL of its institutions; likewise, the same appliss in the struggle sgaiast fascism.
3) For ihe slogen of the Blum-Cachin government in France before Blum was in powar,
a slogan not baged upon & Bium-Cechin government THROUGH SOVIETS, but within the .
present capitalist structures 3) The adwocetion of the—Caballero—CNThUGT government
in Spain right after the Barcelona uprising. 4)The support of the Mexican government
against British imperialisme §) The support of Labor Party candidates. 6) The support
of bourgeois bills in Congress; @.Eas, the editorial of May 31, 1938 Secialist A
in support of the Wage end Hours Bills ?All sections of tho laber movement do end -

must support the Bill". _ )

.. THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY MARXIAN ORGANIZATION .

1) The ligquidetion into the Soclalist parties and centrist parties, 2) The sup-
port of the Labor (third capitslist) Party. 3) The establishment of ‘a PAPER Fourth
international without even inviting the majority of 1t own affilisted sections to .
the conference, & one day ¢emforence to establish the new international. 43 The
liquidatiofi of the Merxian prograwm of the party, which means the POLITICALfiiquida-
tion of the party no matier ficw long the party continues 1o axist orgenizetionally.

4 -- THE STATE

1) The support of 1sf} Dourgenis governments as already stateds Spain, China,
Mexico, etc, 2) The edvecay ¢f the gupport 6f o "left" lebor government in the
United States when it tokes powsr. Jennonis slogen for & Workers end Farmers Goverme
ment for the Unitcd Stetes. 3) Yo iransition Program which states that it is cor-
rect to support left beurpeois govirnments on the roed to power, before the Dicta~
tefship of the Prolotariat is established, 28 & step toward 1it, etc.

5 <= REVOLUTIONARY DEFBATISM

) A consistently felse formulatlon since the wrong position presented in th: the~
sis War ond the Fourth Internctional, a position which reverts back to Trotsky's
1aaf_;ar positien, which Lenin fought. In short, it is a positicn that accepis the
term rovolutionary defeatism butl £411s it with a falsc contont. Insteoad of edvoca=
ting thot the working closs WORK for the defoat of 1ts own imperialists, tho Trote




;jlmmmnmaums

5 sa-'mx u

o e

e wqat;n:):at, the-. r;volntionary mtion qt the working elass wﬂ;l defeat tho

sriald of v:ca ing -the dqfut@ot the government: and 1t8: ARMED -
afeats, . the. Trothkyitu radvooate; ‘only:the defeat of ‘the -

1e 'an govqru_wnt cen be.defeated and. th . .
3 vpeat gh, dez en“ of thg Oéuntry.é nﬂ' let't govemment

Y of. ﬁ ating that- we work t .

. or the defeat of
= :;g; Q;:dogr;laé fﬁr;;?;'thgugh ravolutionary action, EVEN IF THIS MEANS. THE MO&'ENTAR'f
Pl (¥ IMPERTALISTS, the Trotskyites: ‘advooaie th

per:lal:lsts as the lesger evil.. Rt def.tt = our

Inatoad -of poidting out that ‘revolutionary -

4 f
- of »_!ea.tism 48 the -LINE. and d ia EOW tha_imponiaunt_wan_wiu_be ‘turned_inte ¢ivil Jva.r
‘ ]

_'rrotskyitas present the
_s).ogan or tuming the‘ imperia.list war into a civil war,
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TS ~ or the ri

: ‘ill go to war. ght. ‘to vote (Ludlow

TROTSKY'S C¢thxsu vs. MARXISM ' _“hff“

. i_ve my mre examplos . L
‘0 -_:’ritakyit_e A,hgvo a non-Marxian positiz::“ cauy eVory neld
Raoquet

- to explain our point on ane of the prinoipled questions. '

, Cc.pitalism (reaction and ?EFORM
e T paect Program a8 merglvs. the Prelﬂm‘ian Rovolution. “Bocauge- thé‘.lr

%
-positions and reformist ections, ¥ the sumnimg up: of provious yoars of contrist

. th =
CENTRIST . .pobition against, REACTION,cy hevo embedied in this Trensition Progrém tho "

: X - byt not Msa- NARKIST.

cee osi

: ﬁ"g‘;:istﬂ ;giy are’léft-reformers, . .Thoy fi ﬁ ”gfrmf. st:::nezizinstbmmw,
4o dre Sm: from’a centrisy rather thah frem vllarxin;; ositi et s thoy

‘ omn’ e out from the left, they dslibaraiely de 4 on,  And:in-order
ultru—-lofts. If in ‘principle we. ere to. g’ug

‘ ; ytd.cguzg ug. of being- sectari..ns end -
“ %0 the left, IN TRINCIFLE, of o8 $heuashosl of. bltre-Lef

» ite _ g=lefts but
.‘is our ..endeney? It 13 harxism. schoq! ﬂrists. Tx'otskyites, etc.. thon'whe.t

The Trotsky position tOr th ' SR T e 5
e Uk-raine ggr e

count - . petty hour

._er Part to the new Trotsky position fer 1ho Negroes in tﬁ:ozsi:]ézigiétiz ths.
Rt 2
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our °"ﬂ imporialist govern- L

Position that revelutionary defeatism is synenimous with o

" This 13 par] 1eunentary opponum,m.

havo ‘a contrist. ;acuﬂty 'ha’,'@. B
st position, But the i I ',"--Vnreekan cnd Sneevliet; ‘thut e ~111 nct 1ive lcng encugh tc develcp to thot st .ge.. _
. We 111" 1ive lcng, linger. “then. copiti 1ism, ‘beccuse 76 present o Merxist-line: tnd’
" heve este cblished curself INTERNATIONAILY gs oo port” of o tendency (Mcxxism) sopc.rato £

frem rll vcrieties ct ultrc-lefts 8 "‘ell &8 tho r*inbc 'collcct:lcn» cif—-centrists.

N It must be remombcrod the.t on th. cve. of our *xpulsion from his movcmcnt‘ o
© o he, sent fcur lotters to the Units 4. Stetes secticns ono to:the Cennon' frction, onc. '
. te the’ Schgchtncn fcction, eno. to the Muste facticn. <nd one to the Left Wing. ST
" Summcd up they mcde one: ‘wheles: thet the. Lef't ¥ing of tho Vorkors. Party end Ochler 7
Ceoowere STRIKEBREM(ERS bcccuse e nccuscd the lec.d.ership et plcnning 1o l.iquid»te ‘ntc o
'-_,tho ScciLlist Party. c liquidctiun ne opposcd to say ncthing. o.bout 't.ha many Cthur
- principled quosticns in éisputo. ThUBO lettors *ore publish.;.d in’ volumc I #__,3; el
- of cur: publicr:.ticn. Just thc "ord frcm Trotsky thz:t ng were: striko-‘orockera wes

"4 enough te-ccmznt the grcups ‘cgcinst ‘us, cnd since tho Popo hed spckcn, wo- wore - R

o Frcm thcn until ek Trotsky lcft us clonc. cxcept cned hon Schachtmcn

>_ : “tric.d tc pclcmicize cgeinst us t.nd agdm ‘burncd his fingor, md crico “hen: Trctslry
o flcycd Eiffcl fcr his ultrz-lcft pcsitic.n en Sp...in and Chinc' L.nd prcsuntcd\ on
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' 'j'fv'hy the Ukrc.:lnc question? Wh)"nct the ma.ny cther prilciplcd qucstions 'qo htve 1n f N
}disputcs~? : v . : S :

: -.'dcom..,d. to quick cxpulsicn. Fcr th..t'""rs "11 C'xmcn ves ~"'~.iting fcr te, givo us’ thc el
.L.XO. N . . R . N C e - R 3

cmelgem of ‘Biffel rmnd’ Ochlecr on the question.” ‘But the R.¥.L. hcd expened Eiffel‘ ‘

: He scys ve ~re cnly sed*t. ric‘ns gnd muddle-hecds - nct cpp;rtunists like

Whrt Trctsky 1s roclly dc.’mg vbn' thcugh e give

1overs such ¢s Crnncn, Schcchtmgn -nd cthers), _19 presenting ¢, -FLANK ‘ATTACK -pcn..

e “cur’ “4aternsticncl. tendency. - In thc United Stros cnd in Burcpe we: heve: givon ‘tho .. .-
1 Tretskyitcs mere then o 'bc.ttle. “Nen=e heve thc prcvisicnc.l INTERNATIONM.- CONTACT B
T COMM ISSIOI\\ ind - *lthcunh Trctsky cin s&y he naver hecrd cf 1%, “he cecnnct rocny
o dony that hc hes heerd cf "'het is gcing cn (Just es he csn scy thét the Marxist -
circulrticn -of ‘cver” hglf thrt cf th.. - il
Trutskjite Ner: Interncticng g_.) 4n his: Eurcpe .n secti NSy L8 "'011 8" h:ls k.oxiean ‘BOC= ol
" ti:n, right under his ncsé. . HS. % 1ecet-kncs thot 4hay. hcve: dCVGls.ycd froctions
tho.t fcr o e unkne "“1 raax»n prasrnt“th" sr.mc tundmentcl —rgumnnts ca tho R. .L. o

is ¢ “t:lny" publictticn, chn thcugh it ‘hrs

' for. the p-.siticn Trcteky 'ccuscd us, ;f hu ving. ch' ccmes the Ukrdne questicn. :

R A "credit fcr undcr- S
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ato the right' self—detcrminntic}n 1n the Black Belt —— 1r tho Negroos

_Pogsantry, W , : ”or i
ry, which ‘tho Left Oppesition fought, nas lp.ter aupplemented wP::ie;::ﬁ:ﬂ.::d

- counter-pert in the United Stetéas
‘now hes tho same centrist line = ith self -dotomihation in:

Trctvky hcs n‘. timo tc d‘lat‘:uss our diffcr.ncos "ith h:lm Ln revclutione.ry -

o dofcrtism, on suppqrt ct 1crt-‘bcurgocis gcvvmmonts. cnsuppert: <L third et pit...list,
. portics, ‘otc.,»atc., bnt Hp -éces hivi: “#ime te toke up ourd pesition cn tho Ukrei c :
: .qucstion. Vo ixreivery: gl:d tc: heer. frcm hinicn. this.-, Vo th:lnk;,
- rcvcluticncry mevonent. o scrvicc b1 rcvc&l Svon elocriT Trotsky's
o cu th.. UKRAINE qug s'o:lcn. zs & rurthcr 1ndic~ t:l‘.n cf his. m‘tiro’--; cntrist linc.'
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- ‘help the lire , B
- channels, there cen bhe ho blending of the unity in ‘action of the .
- vhite and black worke;'s.against the exploiters, SR

S IN THE UNITED STATES

’-one"of the key questions of the coming American revolu~

 tions is the Negro question, ~Without a correct answer 1 this com= -

plicated question of the revolution, without dgy to'day activity to
'Eégro masses direct their energies into the class struggle

_ : In ﬁheo'fétiqal material -adopted" at the first' convention of
_the Revolutionary Vorkers Lesgue were polemics. against the false "
. gtalinist and Socialist positione,  ¥ut we have been unable to pre-

-aenit egreement or disagreement viith the Trotskyites up until now-

because. throughout their entire existence since 1928 in the' United

States they have refused.to take a position on this vital questlon, ‘
It has ‘taken them eleven years of existence before they are able W

present their positionj and at that, the cowardly “theoretical leader-. .
_ship of the United States section was forced into adepting this posi~ -
tion under the blows of Jazmes.and Trotisky. But the position of James .-
.gnd Trotaky; endorsed by Cannon and Schachiman, is ron-Marxizan and -
‘void of class content, In the Communist Leagueé of America the pre=-

vailing position tlat showed its fage .to the class was the po sition

of the comrades who later made up.the faction that became en impors . N

tant part of the R.W.L. ‘Outside of this unofficial position’the

'~ Trotskyites have ighored the Negro question for eleven years. -

- CAPTTULATION 0 r‘ﬂ'mm S

-Speaking of the flase StaLiHiSt position on Self-'-‘c}ete:c;mina-e._'. .,

tion for the Jegroes, James says: “Bub thc Negro, fortunately for
Socieliem, does mot want self-determitimiion," 1In the same paragrapl

James says: "If he wanted self-delermina iion, then, however-reaction- .
- ary it might be in every othe tesphet, Lo would be the '
© the revolutionary party to raise the slozan." :

business of

our authority of the Trotekyites. continuess "The danger of

.ouif advocating and injecting a policy of self-determination is that’
- it is the surest way to divide and confuse the workers in the South, -

o nI therefore propose concretelys (1)that we are for the
right of self-determinatlon (2)if eome demend should arise amoung the
Negores for the right of self-determination, we should support ite -
(3)Je do mot go out of our way to raise this slogén and place an un-
necessary barrier between ourselwes and socialism, (4)An investiga-

- tion should be made into these movements: the one led by Garvey, the

movement for the 49th state, the movement centering around Liberia,"

~ Crux, speaking on the séme~ questibn5 says: - "I do not pro-

~ pose to inject but only to proclaim our obligations to support the

struggle for self-‘deteminatiOn if the Negores themselves want ited
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Crux, speaking again on the same question of gicing up the

class pési-tion in the United States for the Stalinist position of

slef-determination, says: "I will give you snother example, e are .

. Il g
‘terribly again-st"cfxe French turn, wWe abandoned our independence in i
" prder to penetrate into a centrist organization," "Why did we pene=- - -
" trate into the Socialist Party and thé PSOP (Pivert)? If we were - o
" not the left wihg, subject to the most severe.blowsy our powers of

attraction wuld be ten or a hundred times greater, - The people

_would come 1o usy, but now we must penetrate inte other brganizatioi:'sf.,

(capitalist Labor Party and. bourgeols Negro organizations--Editor),

keeping .our heads on our shoulders a'nds_telliing‘ them that we are not

so .bad as they say." .

~

o The” above qUo‘b'étibhs are takén from an Internal Bullveyt-inx_o’f_ -
the Socialist Workers Party. - At their second convention they adopted

a resolution on the question which is printed in the Socialist ‘Appeal - ¢

. of duly 11, 198, In this official resolution the convention did-
NOT adopt a position on the NEGRO QUESTION, .They only adopted a

" presolution dealing with: the organpizational question of the S.WePe -

helping the Negores-build a "mafs' organization, which will have . = -

"Negro®" nationalist tendencies, supported by the S.W.P. The unoffi- -
‘cial position of James ané Crux by default has become the official”
'pog:‘.‘tion.»"' : ' T T o _ IR

. It is true that the mejority of the Negroes do not went = _
self-determination, a segregation of the Negroes by sugar-coated- . -
pills rather than by bullets, but with the same effect, ‘The Negroes
of the -United. States want social, political and economic equality. .
with the whites, It is likewise true that- the slogan of self-deter~

‘mination plays into the hands of nationalists- and reactionaries viho
- ‘Qesire 1o set up bleck ghettos. But it is false to say that if some

of the Negroes want self-determination, 1t is “the ‘duty of the revo-
lutionist to support such, This is opportunism and a betrayal of

‘the interests of the Negroes and the working class,

| HE HISTORIC INTERESTS OF THE PROLETARIAT -~ = .
Revoiui.ionaz;y Mar:d.étsv’_mppbrt'those measures that ar'et f‘qm |

' the INTEREST of -the working &lass and for the INTEREST OF THE - .

OPPRESSED MASSES, mot the desires of the class and the oppressed
‘masses, The ‘l‘_ro!eskyites argue from the sybjective axis of the de~-
sire of the. Negores, rather than from the dialectic axis of objec- -
tive reality --- the interests of the working class and -the oppressed -
masees. The revolutionists must do everything possible to BREAK DOWN -
RACE PREJUDICE OF THE WHITES AGAINST THE NEGROES, The revolutionists -

_ must avoid two opposite dangers: White Chauvinism on the one hand -
-(and not Black Chauvinism) and on the other, a line of march that

will increase the racial barriers of the whi’oes against the blacks, '
such as the slogan of self-determination for the Negroes in the
SOUTH, Black Chauvinism as & stage of the evolution of the mental
process of the individual and the: group from meek subjection t a
position of struggle against the white exploiters' subjectiony is -
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 ypeviteble: end has nothing in common with WHITE CHAUVINISM; but ®he -~ | = . . "= - .0 Uo7 T e

g - irevitable; and has no ; _ 3 CHAUVLL o T Lol o e o ;

i %evblumonists_mrthers.the process on toward the left, to a posi- . INTERNATIONAL NEWS , . |

’Fi’_CI?. qu_‘ASSCONSCIOUS.\TESS,over aild‘gbov_e 'I‘a‘."e_ , ;?_0?1?0 OuSI_le:.SS!_'_ B S n&f have. the. ma'be!'ial . conditioxis:*f&r a NATIOI‘T} Ag;ii Ig:i“gaii tzll;-esnaldy
| mhe Trotskylte position on the tegro-question,. like all - " integrated in the EXKTIRE ecomomic structure of American -cap s
other vital class.questions, is tail-endism of Stalinism,  More | |

- - kers and oppressed masses in all important events,

. AT the Wegroes Ges..i it

~ _them as. ALLIZS,

. 8 mnot support Hitler's slogan of Ygelf-determination®,

3 serioug, though, is the :f'a‘c'i., that their position of self-determina
. ..tlon (if the Kegroes "want! it) is.tail-endisu to the glasg and

* Negro needs, The Trotskyite "vanguard" has tailed behind the wor-

The majority of the workers teday support Roosevelt and

" “the mgjority. ofthe members of the A,F.L. support Creen, just like -

the mgjority of the workers of the CIO support Lewis, but that is
no reason for the Marxists to- support them:
- for the Marxists to support self-determination or black segregation -

. -

. The Marxists present a PROGRAM for the INTEREST of the -
. class and the o-pressed masses no matter how many oppose it at the
moment,

,  What must be decided from a scientific-point of view is the
- question ~-- is self-determination Tor the INTEREST of .the Negroes
-in the'United States? We have replied to this in the negative in

~our previous polemics, James also meplies in the negative- by §aying?

1% 1s reactionary and it is a barrier in the United States to steps
toward Socialism, but Trotsky and his

warc other followers have avédedl
-the question., Are they "heutrel"® - = . = PR ATRARE -

_ 1HE SLOGAN OF "SuLF-DETERMINATION® | - _
v To b‘e§in’ with, the correct slogar is not self-determination
but the RIGHT of self-determination, I% is a slogan of the Marxists

- and the working class NOT FOR TEE WORKING (LASS but for backward
layers of the oppressed ground undey.the heel of imperizlism, to win

; i It is a strategical concession on our road toward

the social revolution.to undermine the fmperialists,

for those peoples and under thogse cowditions where th
and the oppressed masses can Mwnefit, When the victorious European

imperialists dismembered . the central. paweirs under the 'slogan-rofp"selfé :

- determination", we did not favcr such, Now when Hitler has turned-
- the slogan on the former Entente to extend Gergan imperialism, vie

Mhadat . mr em re'
. the slogan 1s us 0

, ed for-people vho have all the basic requi .
‘& NATION.. . - -~ - . S iqg.remen‘qs °f

oo T Those peo_'ple .c'aught:vin ;t;hé'-web 'oi“".imber‘:i.ali.st.e ‘n' i :
_ who had developed-all the re - ‘expansion

10 h | quirements for:s nation, but were stunted .
from further growth and subjected for double*exploi%ation by the few '
. powerful imperialists, are the forces we win as allies by this. slogan.

. - The legro problem in the United States (not Africa and

- parte.of the West Indies) does not come within the framework of this
glogan to vin ALLIZS. The Negro masses in the unique historical
pattern of Anerican development have skipped this stage, even though

they have carry-overs of the slave-serf perlod, The Negro masses do

. even though he 'ig ‘doubly exploited,

{'and that it no reason . -
i

workers, until their sons and daughters cemented them into the gtruc-

‘It is presented
e working class .-

- .

| @5 STRUCGLE PROGRAM _
The backbone of the Negro masses,

the. decigive force in the |

‘élass_ gstruggle and the revolution, as an integrated part of {he” econo-:

are already WAGE SLAVES, 'The Negro worker is not won on the bask.

. 6f’ the slogan of " self-determinatiorn®, The Negro worker is won on the

CLASS line oY demarcation, mot on the rsce line, . True, in the dyna-

- mics of the shift from meek subjection to militent class struggle,

the Ne even as a worker, will pass through the stage of Negro -
Eiatioﬁ?iism", black ch'wvir’xism"gtc.-v- just like the working class.

" ‘as a whole passes through the stage of reformism --- but the Marxists

o mot advocate reformism any more than they advocate "black" nationa=
‘ﬁ sm, ‘- The Marxists present a CLASS STRUGGLE LINE FOR THE NEGRO :
MASSES, On this basis we gather the’ cement todsy for the bricks Q_f

the class storms of tomorrow, - : R R
T T S VP U " £ the

k: e “decigive section of the legroes as members ol ‘the.
worklng clran;is;grghdoubly;emloited_,b’ecause of raciel discrimination

‘1t must be understood that the other aspect of the question 1s wore

. . complicated and just as important- for the revolutionisis. It is the .

: ; _ ., . _, e -
.arian carry-over as part of the unfulfilled second. American ‘revo =

: ﬁir%afﬁe C?vﬁirl War). It consists of the share-croppers and ,the__dex_f{?
opatic rights of the Negro masses, Developing American _impe‘riallgm’_.:‘..
also utilized the double exploitation system against the foreign bowmn -

wre,  The Negro, and to a lesser degree, the Spanish American, vag
' gg;:e'essed frogzigénera.tidn %o generstion mnot only as e worker ..but
" doubly oppressed due to racial and color vvd:}.scriminatiqpr,. :

The Negrc question in the United States is a two-fold con-

| : tradic"c.ion: doubly exploited as a worxer srid due to racial discrimina~

tion, and as an ovpreaged minority due. to the faet that part of their l

. oppression has its rosts in the unfulfilled second revolution’ (1861)

in the agrarian-democrwtis eéarry-over, Only the social revolution . ,

. yill solve these problems, But the struggle for these demands must

Y: HoW. 1In the Sputl,, due to this agrarisn-democratic carry-
233?'?glt§e firet phase 6f ’tfgé"coming'prolet“arien revoldution in the

© .United Stass will ha highly complex, . Thé¢ revolutichary Marxists must

present a class sirigile ‘iine to ihe Negroes. Ti,T must ruthlessly

R

“gtamp out vhite chevvirism in smair rmirse They must mot tolerate

. yhite cheuvinism in tne workers organizations in| the South, not t -

- gpeak of the Forth, o

@ i)
§ I

- . : , July 29, 199
T ek [rapn— *#ﬂ* Aokl RRRRRRK  ddololoRk Rk okk ok *E E
e o : ' : o ; : ‘long as
"Labor in & white -skin cannct emancipate }tself so | |
" labor in a black ekin is branded’, == Marx._,. o o
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- . making a POSITIVE ANALYSIS OF THE

. thearetical lessons that may be learne

F'Marxfand E
© . “would have

4‘efforts to reestablish th

. had time.to consolidate its ranks,

@countererevolution,
“unlimited powers b

- And in the course of its first three
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~ON THE QUESTION OF
£

.- One of the chief arguments of the opportunists of all
-shades who seek by every possible means to wash out the necessity
for proletarian dictatorship, Ye-the question of the GPU and ‘its
campaign of physical extermination of ‘all political oppositionists
-to Stalinism, These argukents must be answered by the warxists by .

[TIV THEORY AND PRACTICE OF THE PROLE-
TARTAN DICTATORSHIP -~ in

 INTERNATIONAL NEWS_ . ... ..

in this instance, the development of the -
its distortion, the GPU under Stalin.and the .

d to be assimilated for the

Cheka under-Lenin,
coming proletarian revoiutions. o
 THE CHEKA --- INSTRUKENT OF THE PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP

The THEORY of the proletarian dictatorsh
ngels and extended by Lenin clearly. pointed out that it
the task of organizing the new society which necessari-
1y meant the SUPPRESSION ALD LIGUIDATION of the bourgeoisie in its
e old exploiters regime. And when Red |
‘taneory the Bolsheviks faced the task of
n practice. Imwediately after tHe seizum
~of power when the Whites were organizing their counter-revolution,
-When.the world imperialists were moving.to crush the workers! state,
before the Red Army was established and the proletarian regime. had
the Extraordinary Commission for

on, Sabotage and Speculation was
es Commissars (Dec. 20, 1917).

ip as advanced ¥

October gave life to this
concretising the theory i

the Suppression of Counter-Revoluti
established by.the Council of Paopl

'As its name implies, tha job-of the Cheka was to SUPPRESS

speculation*and'sabotage. It was given almést
1 Yy the Bolshevik government. As Y. Peters, assis-
tant to the first head of the Cheka, Latsis, says: "In its activi-
ty the Cheka is completely independent, carrying out searches, :
arrests, shootings and AFTERWARDS making *a report to the Couricil of
Peoples'Comé&ssars_and to the Soviet Central Zcecutive Committee."
years the Cheka functigped
vigilently in the interests of the Soviet power, sujpresedaes, ac-
cording to Latsis, 344. insurrections, as well as fighting, liquida-
ting other forms of counter-revolutionary activity on the part of
individuals and groups., o f - R s

- . The imperialists of the world and their faithful agents;
such as Kautsky, ¥andervelde & Company,-and.today‘asawell, a whole ~
slew of ultra-lefts, howled and continue to howl' about the "atroci-

the source of théir development. -, ~

' deal with two of the

“ist intervention, all the necessities of lifie were at s premjium,

1

= A
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- . T if.i o J  -'_'] -These gentlemeh,
ies," "butchery® and "mass murder” of the Cheka. T on milli
@igaéere Jus:'canuludiﬁs’a vorld-wide carnage that took ten million

- > g ity Y

 lives in the interssts of the imperislist redivision of the world,

CPU |

' edet ot dgn of arwed intervention %o

d who proceeded to launch a campaign of arme 4 | 3
2¥ush't5g'wdrkers! state, have thie gell to yell about theege?nf:gz "
sand who were killéd by the Cheka becguse they were engggt in the
counter-revoluticnary activities of thése same imperialists?

- Lenin and other Bolshevik leade¥s pointeéd-out tipme gnd,ggain; tgzs

° CLASS TERROR -of the workers' state was not only h§storicg;‘yine -
sery as prdved by: the history of all previogz SgC1alo£e§giu§r2:§ﬁdour
. including those of the bourgeoisie, but in the lace . _the %

. Timperiagist‘slaughtar in the war and intervention, it‘wgszindeed |
wild by comparison. S .

: - Ve dre'of ihe opinion that the establishhent and funct;On-
ing of the Cheks as a "special body of armed men* of thg prolgtiﬁg_
ian dictatorship to smash and destroy the counter-revolution o
exploiters, was POLITICALLY CORRECT AKD MNECESSARY.

TﬁE’ﬁEVELOPMERT OF  PRIVILEGE AN@ BUROCRACYf” o

. But now undér.Sﬁaiinism, in ﬁhe face of the terrific de-

: 'géheration of the-workers' sbtate and the monstrous police apparatus .

i 3 . ;0 to corndemn and fight o
f this burocragy,\it is necessary not only , Av
zhege cancerous g; wths, but to search for thgir :oots, to deter@ine .

: - Therefore, we must examine the functioning of;thg Che?; SR
‘to determine the partial development of burccracy in this as we |

a5 other Soviet bodies which partially.con#ributed-to its d?gﬁﬂéfi

ation-into the Stalinist &Y.

| al boi AT " {as ¥ ii as all other .
S " Rvery "special hody of armed men" (as wel ] |
social bodies)yihsg‘saqxﬁxﬁ='ASED-QN CLASSES, has ‘the tendéncy to

"perpetuagi and to extend the mmterial base of its existence, to
P &

cevelop and acquire -gpgbdel privileges and then to further extend
itself in qrder to Gupis
ing, therefore, %o ¥¥

t&s thess privileges. It is not surpris-
T@&ﬁﬁgﬁcg.ofptnis~in the Cheka. We here

Kdre ShL] : i cial "Bulletin of ‘the
Wyre séliept, as the officia) "Bull v |
Cheka" takes cogrizehiod 0f wthim: Wit is necessary to stop forever

the giving out oifgﬁéﬁs.iﬁpﬁnlump; Such a method leads to a good

" deal of corruption and the spreading of all sorts of reproaches:

i ' e, It fust hat. in the years of war
egainst the Gheka,® It Hust be remembered t ; r
c%mmunism,fbebausé of the low level of production and the imperial

tioned {hrough a card system, etc. : Under these'cirgum¢<b !
igggcgzstﬁz'%act that tﬁe*ﬂheka‘cdnfiscated‘property‘and gerscgzi S
goods provided a base for seme of these agents to sell an‘»??E, : o
‘these goods . property for personal gain, thus ;cq%iringh D e L
sddition to t fast that they were in the ﬂtqp Tapk® of the £ .
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‘Soviet government tried to _
Chekas into the militilas but this practice prevailed in all the

- INTERNATIONAL NEWS. - . . BAED

'ﬁ‘i¢afd“sy3tém) still more specialipriviléges. The Qhekafleadership’
’"'attémpted to stop this but in one form or anqther these practices

grev, - _ L

Coupled with this was the fact that "into the provine

Ucfal and especially into the county Chekas, people who are not

only unworthy but who are actually criminal, are trying to make

~their way." (Bulletin of the Cheka, No. 4, October 13,.1919).
. Altho Dzerzhinsky and other Cheka leaders tried to meke a prace
' tice of having as Cheka agents only workers~revolutionists of - .
many years, in thé vast peasant districts where before the revo-
. 1lution there were only scattered handfuls of Bolsheviks, it was

not unnatural that kulaks, former government officials and other
non-proletarian elements, should "jump on the bandwagon." . The
stop this by liquidating the "county

armed bodies and hence cortinued to make headwey..

",These‘two factors,:togetherrwith the “complete.indepen-
dence" of the Cheka, and other similar factors, enabled burocracy

' apd social privilege to. gain ground, as-in all other departments
- of the state apparatus, thus providing part of the social compo-
-sition and laying the materialbase for the burocratic caste.

O In 1922-23 Lenin; greatly alarmed by,thisygrowth of -
burocracy, tried to organize against 1it. Thus, at the ninth .
congress of soviets in 192Z the powers of the Cheka were limited,

- placing it under the Commissar of Internal Affairs. But just as
“the Contrel Commission which Lenin wanted to establish to fight

burocracy became one of the chief instruments of”thejﬂtalinistsvtb

. erush the larxist wing of the Party, so this measure led to further

burocracy; and in 1923 the Cheka was abolished, and the OGPU

_established with its president APPOINIED by the president of the

Central Executive Committee of the USSR which, within two years,

was effectively under the control of the Stalinists.

THE GPU -- INSTRUFENT OF BUROCRATIC DEGENERATION

"', 'With the growti of Stalinism, the GPU functioned NOT ‘as
“an instrument of the CLASS to crush the exploiters, but as an

instrument of the BUROCRATIC CASTE to crush the revolutionary
vanguard of the class and other political opponents - of Stalinism.

-ITS POLITICAL AXIS WAS GOMPLETELY REVERSED, and instead of being
the spearhead of the workers' state against counter-revolution,

it became the spearhead of the burocratic usurpers of the work-

. .ers' democracy. and ‘control against those who sought to defend and

extend the revolutionary Marxian policy and workers' democracy.

‘And now it functions as one of the most vicious police forces of
{gll;time,_to,imprison,ttorpure,_shoot and kill all who have -

.. - The fact that they did not explains why Stalinism is in control .

. INTERATIONAL NEWS______ — __PAGE 20

- fought or now fight or can not be of service to the burocracy. k-
stead of being a small body. of several thousand to root out -coun-
ter-revolution, ‘it is a monstrously privileged force of two 'hun-
dred thousarid, terrorizing the entire working class in the inter-
‘ests of the continued rule of the.burocracy. Its actions,’
policies and practices must be thoroly condemned and fought -

~ against as.decisively counter-revolytionary, both in the Soviet

 Union and or a world scale where it functiored as the spearhead of
capitalist counter-revolution (Spain) and murdered scores of -
political opponents of Stalinism = It is the vilest excrescence of

.. “the degenerate Stalinist burocracy ard together.with_the'latter,
© must be smashed and destroyed by a political revolution of the
Soviet workers, . ! a EA
-~ FALSE COKCLUSIOKS OF THE ENEMIES OF PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP
R . - The.ultra-leftists, centrists and reformists (as well as’
" their imperialist masters), now howl with glee that the GPU is the:
logical outcome of the Cheka, as they claim that Stalinism is the
~logical continuator of Leninism. . Thus. they do -deadly service for.
.the_bourgeoisie_because,“in.the_last-analysis, all of these argu-
- ments lead to the conclusion that there must be no proletarian
 dictatorship. We are not hesitant about citing the above facts of
..the growth of burocracy but they in no way lead to-the above false
conclusion. We point out these facts in -order to understand the
development of the burocratic PLRVERSION of the proletarian dic-
tatorship so that we MAY GUARD AGAINST IT IN THE FUTURE PROLETAR-, -
IAN DICTATORSHIPS. The burocracy as & whole ard its GPU section
did not develop out of the thin air but out of the material condi- -
‘tions of a backward economy of a country beset by imperialist
_intervention on twenty-one fronts, by the defeat of proletarian '
revolutions in western Europe and the consequent temporary stabi--
lization of the bourgeoisie enabling thgs to isolate the Soviet
_Union -- and hence the growth.of burocg#sy as partially outlined
‘above. ' Under this adverse condition, the DEVELOPMENT of privi-
leged strata and s burocracy was INEVITABLE but its GAINING OF
COKTROL WAS NOT, had the Marxist forces been able to organize’
© “their struggle to win out over these elements in the Soviet Union
or by another proletarisn revolution in.the capitalist world.

.and - functions in every way as a non-liarxist force, perverting,
distorting and warping all aspects of Soviet life, but this DOES
. NOT negate the correcthess and. necessity of proletarian dictator-
 ship. The fact that the GPU now functions against the extension .
~ of the proletarian revolution instead of as the best instrument of
 revolutionary terrorism against the exploiters DOES NOT negate the
- necessity for such revolutionary class terrorism in future prolet-
arian revolutions. And those who opportunistically maintain the
opposite do so because they do not want to .see proletarian revo-

_ e e S e e ey
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i i’i‘;’ég’."%hﬁ?gg:g&n.dic'_catorsbip and proletarian terrorism. Ivery | | - | : N c | .;
*E rulers. The exploggZ§:iu:::£i:§;;}g;g t:iror againet the defeated i o IKTERNAEiQNALXNEWS‘ o TS S ‘ l%; PAGE & !
i asa,in,stythe fortzgf'rgjc g.fi:?e dictatorship of - the proletariat is -}l - - -‘degree should-the functions of the Cheka be diminished with the - !
. terror if used agai 1»: oiting wirority for the mejority. This =~ . = ¢  perspective of totally liguidating it by the transfer of its grad- -
~ maJO’rity'in{;éreg% “;S the workers' democracy in the Soviets, the +. 1" - uelly diminishing functions to other governgent bodies asf the prole.
v PR » 18 the burocratic usurping of red terror. . A - - tarian regime consolidates itself. 3 _ T e

| u;thile' there can be no ,comél’eté_ guaranteesfagainst burdcraey ‘

LEARN THE LESSONS AD USE THEL
| ‘ KD THEH
; e . ® THE o |l any nove than there can be guarantees. that a revolution will be -
the dictatorshi eo.?‘,etstand‘ for the proletarian revolution and for - i | successful, the above general policies firmly administered should &

16 hlp he proletariat, we recognize the‘necessity"fm'- ' { ‘aids in safeguarding sgainst burocracy and permit the Oheks e

... . "special bodies of armed men - | 0 smast
fﬁ -~ AND CONTROLLED BY THE ggvxm§:§;~-" Red Army, etc., FUNCTIONING UNDER function as a healthy part of the worker state apparatus 1o smash

resistance of. the 04 “AND ARMED WORKING CLASS to "crush tie : |8 the attempts of the bourgeoisie to ‘pe-catablish their exploiters?
. -proletarian regimé:xgi"tﬁe? e" and enable the consolidation of the N | " rule, and thus enuble the proletarian aictatorships of the future
: . » eir warch toward Communism. . | . to consolidate themselves and take the necessary steps to march to= |

- But on the basis of t e , ‘ward o classless soclety. S _
most vigilance is nece‘asziyOf the above steps we believe the ut- ' : August 27, 1939

s 2101’1 in the Cheka and other tgdﬂgm ?gainstbt!urocrati'c- degenera- . Lk ke R RS SEAERE DREGES AAABAESE HABKERKE AUEBEE HEEUE SERE ess ¥5 B
~tarian revolution in i1€8, .in an objective sensé rol ' i ’ - . o : : _ S o . S e

, , nore gd B ) y Proie- _ S _ : .
extremély adverse materialgigigcﬁd tountries will not face the = .~ - f - . - ON THE QUESIION OF REVOLUTIONARY TERRCRISM' *

e e jtions as in R A . . PN o
. & heavy-material bas nditions as in Russia which laid such - | o R = o
- o b_a’ ° fOF_ the dfﬂ*_ﬁelapmemt. of burocracy. ' : " wphero con be mo succossful rovelution withcut CRUSHING THE RESISTANCIE

OF THE EXPIOITERS, It was our duty to. crush the resistance of the oxploitors

: It is of. . IR | 5 . .
- guard .agairist buggcggurse mpos-&;bh; 1o lay down a blueprint to : . when we, the workers end tciling ponsints, scized stote power. Wo eoxro proud
sheviks to lay do _ cy .any more: then it was 'pc'ssi'ble for. the Bol-l ] thot we have been doing 1t ond cro ccntinuing to do ite ¥o only rogret thet
concretize in lifznt:b%uepﬂnt of all their practical steps to - S we nre not deing it in o sufficlently firn end dotermincd mennere® -
at least three co.nditi'onhao'ry ok thy proletarian dictatorship, But ’ ' ' $or ¢ ancricon ¥ p. 18
with workers' democracy :éf:;fgeting ol 4 healthy Soviet structure B | A B - lenin, Lotfor tc icerioon Forkers, P+ 19 TN
. ] : . o _ aZaLR Iy oejrayic -degeneration, . o " "The ncaning ‘of texrorism in the reveluticn is that TEE REVOLUTIONARY !
o ; «. The apecial wo . ' | . : .~ ©LASS, BVEN IN THE HOUR OF GABATEST DiNGER, SHRINKS FROM NOTHING IN ORDER T0° '/
';mﬁs be under the control ogk:f-: mé ggvzgg;gaé" m%stlat a1l B | : ACCOME’LISH ITS WILL, AID DEPSMDG ITSELF PTTH ALI ITS WIGHT," - T
orkers. guard must be sble 1 APt e nt, #hile this . E | o _— o : , - : . . - R
- ¢rush counter-revolutio ° t-°v move _smedily and expediently to i o - = . . == Redelty . widgtarien Dictotorship cnd Terrorism, Pe 59 .
must be carefullv nary eactivities, its polices and practices .- - ’ L o T e a
_presented openl .ta-nd regularly scrutinized. "Its policies st be » S , S : e e T TN
 the Sovict o ¥y to the ::,r?.r;clzmg class, and must be determined b S R i | ‘. , o S o o -
Tue W 'Ingb’h.;zm(g?Po Ji'oR HO CIRCUMSTANCES MUST IT BE PERMI'.JI:: T | S el e (
SOT’V.}:.E«L,-'Sn ke ¥ il R LOUNT-‘-‘JRAC.E THE *WOPK OR POLICIES OF THE | . " ) IR ' ,. .,:Lb ) . —“' - . e o o . . 1 . o . :’,
o 2. The rulé' xﬁﬁst Se 1*4 - L Coe T : ‘
as pcusitle that on st be firwly fized and follo _closely o
B moi-g;e‘-.f{; :m t;:dv.on_ly revolutionsts of yuars of s'sngzdtgstﬁteselyf
Wtlized & Oy clear political uaderstending of Marxism,
: :G &S Cheka sgents. , 4lng oi Marxism, must be 4 i
~ - 3« To the deéree- that S . ' ' o t | . . o T - . ‘ : i
o | _Je L0 Ul Legree at courter rev - ) DR A o o L S L . i
L .;;';,_,_f y - ' ¢ ‘ DR . o o o T S i
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ﬂggeer Comradesx
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Septedber Ty 1939

< We have received the . last numbers of the ighting ;5 :and the ,
: Merxist as well as 10" copies ‘of the Internationel News. As .our oomrade ‘Z+ has el-
"; ready infro:ed you. ‘our committee 18 in principled agreement with the Fourteen

“Point. Progrematic Declsration. In our internal disoussion with the ‘cadres- inside -
-the country,. we have offered ‘the

tionery perepectives in the fasoist countries): Todey the Marxists must exert all"

itheir., energies 80 that fascism will be destroyed, not by a 'democretic ‘republic",

o but by duel power; i.e.. we egitete today for the. struggle for workers® democretic
e rights and hold the opinion that. fescis

“'4n which we will’ agitate not for the ‘support of ”democracy' but only for the support -

' of the. workere councils and.: other proletarien institutions. This summE?y'is added
'beoause the opposition which eplit from the Kampfbund (with whom ¥y

qu_ﬂgrgiat one time'
-in ‘contact)-tekes: the ‘positicn ‘on this cuestion that we must be fo

r -support to the :

' break-up of the damocratic republic === %0 -be sure with the. clarification thet our:

. . final 'eim is the: ‘dictatorship of - ‘the’ proletoriat.

‘ ,} (outbreak of. the war) .he cadres within the country could not teke a. position.'

. H‘v:;;' l- Regarding the nationel question. we think ths proleteriat of’ an _
-+ "oppresaing" nation: ocan only win over thase active in national minorities if it K
carries the solution of the. right of solf-oeterminetion EVEN TO SEPARATION, while o

- the proleteriat of the oppressed netion must struggle especially ageinst its own
L) ohauvinism end: for revclutionary brotherhood wi

{:3 'etion.;,Here too we. hevo added a supplement with this idea 6. -the - Fourteen Points.
: red 4 ' f.loms*{nlulﬂnv four world -
‘and ¢¥ olshevism-Loninism) Peve been discussed inkern 1y ~== wo hero-

~:ere'not :of-his opinion, Furthor positions on the above-nemed publicetions follow
‘in the next letter. ST R e

L We have elso sent the Fourteen Points
.(which are effilieted 40 none .of. ‘the ‘other: existing ‘international groupings). where
,thoy‘MCre rether . favorcbly ‘&ccepted, - ‘The ‘French Internetiondlist Communist Party.
. ‘group- (Molinior's group) was also sent the dooument, In the .last number cf their
~.theoroticel orgen-Verite, thsy published only the first half of it "Juc to lack of
. spece”, - They charccterized -tho Fourtoen Peints ‘a8 "confused", .because the lattor
'medo no distinction betwoon. tho centrists -and the Trotskyites". (8)s  This indicctos
,their politiccl concepts well enough. “Thoy awro alsc” publishing o 'explanaticn"
with tho Fourtecn Points, The group has scme good crganizers. but -ee 1iko ell -
l“centrists - they are nct fit fero soientific discussion. These pecple agitcto :
- for. e "rcgrcuping of rovclutionery froces", deee,. a unificaticn of 211 forcce cut-
8ida of tho Trctskyitcs. for the purpcso of entry cr re-sntry intoc tho Trotskyitc e
‘~orgenizations. In: Belgdnm they heve succeoded in winning ovor Voroekon, who hes
' no sericus clerity on any pclitical quostion, fcr thcir "rovolutionary rcgroupment"

to other revolutionery groups

4 Otttw##t Frence T

following - ‘supplement thereunto (regarding revoluou_,f
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@'ho slcgen “Right-tflsCIfQDctormination"‘is £ nocossary cencession Just
slcgen "land tc¢ the poecents®, tc & beckward ley
nust o understoed as e ecnces

cr of cepitelist sceicty. But it
werld preloterien sceioty.

sisn within ths goncral ‘line of the. struggle fer a
Withlthc‘advancg ¢f erld occnony under tho sceiclist -
node: of preducticn, the incquelities between thoe “Yhepe" ccuntry and the."colonieal®
ccuntry will disappeor end there will be

~

: _ bc o netural tlending into tho werld sceisle -
iat stetc ¢f these . neticns cr rinerities vho cxerecise the right of sclf-dotcrmines

ticn t¢ rcucin indopendent," o . ‘ :
oo == Program of the R.¥.L. (first odition) pp. 47-48..
2 -~ THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM

"In Fascist cr acuntrics cf cxtrome roaction the cdvencing c¢f the slogen by tho
refcrnists end "liborels® (f.c., the slcgen :fer a Consztituent Asscmbly; cf, proe
scding scoticnj--- Ed.) is e histcrical ancchronisn serving nc rovclutionory pure
" posees Beurgeols demoorccy (which rust net bo confuscd with democratic domends).
i3 nc scluticn for the preblens «f fascism, altacugh the beurgecisio ccn rovive it
for shoert poricds te hoad off the cless strugglo. It cennct sclve the preblems cof

the werking class. The rasses aro nlrecdy for beyond such steges. The cttempt to ,
osteblish o Ccnstituent Assenmbly in Fascist countrics con lecd ¢nly tec still further
disillusicnponts and demorelizeticn within the mcssess We fight at all tinos --
especially undor Foscian -- for denceratic rights, fcr the sceiel reveluticn; wo
fight agiinst tho "douocratic” stoto or 1ts estcblishmont.” : o
' T == Ibid., p. 51, o

Georrcdoly,

(eignod) Huge Ockler
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- GREAT BRITAIN NEEDS A WA ,< .’0_
. B ! NOTE-- This article was written before the out-
bresk of .tiglggind imperialist wer., It reveals the position of -

‘England which led up to the war and- clearly points out that the "

main antagonism, in spite of the open war belween Englend and Ger-

. 10 A > OL e L gy -

' : remains between the United States and Great.... tain. |

utﬁaatgariit%:ﬁ also presents the thesis that the Nazi Anti-Comintern.
Pact was a smokesereen aimed primarily at Great Britain, at: the

rn i i ali he v f the .
My - democracies". EHitler realized the weak position o
lsg$§:ets under Stalinism and continued his undermining in en attempt

" to carry out on a gigantic scale his feat in Austria and Cz_echq slo- = |

Vakla°', % ek kkk ***# #**** ******'*****.****_*** *k ok
" Great Britain lost her dominant position in economy to

. the ﬁnited States just after the war, as an outgrowth of the armed .
" imperialist conflict,. . Since then,

a titanie economic 'Sti-uggleah%fe.
g , \

aged in all parts of the world, and mu}m the Z:mp_ re an e

zgegtva'.tés between these two glants., Ingland is struggling to main

| tain her political supremacy, the economic base for which she lost

War: and the United States is struggling to «ieplace ~
gxgiha;dwggl%l;arfirst. power in the ‘:S_li-tical -arena, This _struggle .
has taken on the form of naval "treaties", the Pound-Dollar struggle

: t, the Dawes~Young plans, airways, the oil strug’glg in
B &g vsvoair‘ig%bm’uion-, -Nicarauga, the chémical cartel battle, nickel,

rubber, commnications, etc. All other imperialists in one auxree
or the other.were elso involveds . . .

-

o Engl hd"s'"victbry"' in the last imperialist war was . -
énatched from ?xer-.by Amerieca, and to an extent, by Japanese.consoli-

‘dation in Asiaj -and above all by the October Revolution., This -war

i t heralded the decline of the British Empive. Its far- -
g&ﬁg gmiggiﬁn is not able to withstand the violent eruptions of
DECAY CAPITALISM and the social revo lu“ca.ons. ‘ : .

HE DECLINE OF THE EMPIRE -

" ‘The British Tmpireé has lost ground elsewhere, too, since

4Mthia ‘new relation between Avsrica and England took sghape, The Ans'

glo-American Antagonism, aliiough remaining the most important un-

ing factor, has puched:to the surface other factors that
: gﬁggﬁﬁ to engt'llf the Empire in a struggle she will be unsble to
“srithdraw from favorably. The British-German antagoniem for the

- - } . m
£ REurope and the British-Japanese struggle in Asia,
gg;%arﬁgn’ciigg of hgr difficulties with the Soviet Union, force the -
British Lion into compromise and appeasement for fear of what Ameri-
cen Imperialism will do if England becomes so invloved she carmol

protect hep E_}mpire‘. .




iy

~ lost {ts commercial and financisl position ; A 2 ] |
-~ cormerce, England is in dealine. posal as the ma'JQr hpb of wo_rlq

strategists,

face. Its attempt to use Germany £s ite pols: ¥ P
. ot . policeman in Zur as it -

did in the latter part of the last ceatury, and as it didoxvﬁtﬁ-sF;gnce |

afcer the war, is not materializing, ' ' |

atﬁain,_stlfhe, other is due to
. this'policy was utilized withir the frauework: . e
lism, Today it functions in dec Tteisa, T develeping capite-

increasing domination of Asia,
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' England's domination of murope  through France and'f-.,_the o

' Lesgue of Nations is over, 'England's domination in the Mediterra-
.domination of Eastern Europe tihroﬁgh y Y and Germany, 3Ingland's

do , the Fren set=up has been torn
to the ground by the eastward march of Germanfimperialism, In gl and
position that. considers the Rhine her Hbepsrialion, and’s

, front lile is seriously threste
ened by modern war conditions, .England's vo 1 tic : = Y Wiresi-
~serlously. challenged by Japanése _aEéVSnces;'p shisen ilj Asia is. be#'g'

: impér?gﬂand has been losing ground in Latin Améri,ca,__to the other

§t8y egpecially to the United States
Empire is in the greatest internal wnty

“and Germany, SEngland's
and oppressed masses in greater motio

tradiction with the ‘workers
n and restlessness, London hag

‘ Its' décay will throw to ﬂ*e surfacé mediocr o5
aiabe a - ! e stateasme :
Just as its rise threw to the surfsce farsighted, .capable caggltraliist

a - POWER POLITICS |
L fThevLé'agu.e- of ﬁat.io'ns@s 8 weapon' t n PR e
under British hegemony sgainst the G'Xtera_‘ll?s W congolidate Europe

3 _ ion of the Octobepr : -
- tion and against the attempt of the United States w pﬁc:rﬁg‘:}%]&uoh

rations. The rise of Hitler put an end to the L ~ s2ai
e ; an . : eague ‘agal
England sheds the cloak and resorts W open power %gliat?gis' 'I‘ﬁis
change does not represent new strength. It represemts weakness in
the fgce of a more serious situation,  ~ - ’ , T
., Its entagonisms with Gemmany have again come to the sur~

_ is no | Its attempt to play ne.
power against > oiher £ the four ,'Lea.ding__;mpergalistppg%’reggf jc.')'rsle
fglllng.‘ Why.."oh:.vs faj.J.ure_ todey al'ter so many decades of su’ccess?
‘The afilure of the gﬂritish-.atfi;empt 'to.'play of' £ one pov:‘ei-
the new objective situation, Yesterday .

ay capitaliam, .
th . festerday it did not confront the October Rew lution and
thg g;{;%&gﬂlg‘%hhmd&f Y .tlze danger of a proletarisn revolution and -
he e: nce ol the Joviel Union, in spite of the Gepmreration o

‘€ Sl 1T Ty Dy . Lo ) 2 > Areralion ¥
in the Soviet Union under Staliwiim, alters tie gi tuai;io a mgd._ wil the
the Britizh inperialists e ' uien, Today

onfronv, in additior to the other three

he e . L K 9 . - : " ek - kX I’: 'tl'llee
cwaacpean lisperialists, two of the wmost mowerfu .1 SIE

- dmporieniosie in o ' E 1 and favorably placed.

the orbit of crcay canitalistiee. : :
2 Ul _ : - cecay capltalism-—~<the American imper-
iaiists with an almost Tree hand. in the jorncan mpe

Americas and Japan gith its

TNTERNATIONAL NEWS

'faé,é of,

Te——

. PAGE 28

The balance of power‘ in Europe yesterday, ‘with very little

pressure from the United States and Japan, was one thing; but the
~ attempt at the balance of power in Europe with these two imperial~
" {sts and the very existence of the Soviet Union today completedy

alters the relations, ‘ . ' :

CONTRADICTIONS UTILIZED _
’i‘hesé COntfadictions Hitler understood and-has'téken advans-
These contradictions Stalin and his followers have_fallenv ‘

: - The_Foﬁr Power- Pact, as a working imperislist bloc uncer .
England (or Hitler) .is impossible in dacay capitalism, = England and .

. Germany must continuée the fight for European hegemony before they
. can free their hands elsewhere, At best such a four power pact can
only be like Locarno., The Anti-Communist Pact of Hitler im reality

is an anti-British pact aimed at preventing Britain from realizing

" his blocs Bismarck once said: "Whoever holds Bohemia is master of

Europe," The ‘conquest of Bohemia, Moravia by Hitler last year was

.a withering blow to British status-quo politicse . .

The- German drive eastward has its objective in the Near

- Eest, the Soviet Union and Asia, But objectives are not obtained in
- one jumpe. The first obstacles that had to 'be removed was the Anglo- -

French domination of easterm Europe, The taking of Czechoslovakia,

. the key-point in military strategy, was a giga'{lti,c_step toward the .
. ENCIRCLEMENT of the Encir clers---at least making impotent W a

great extent, the British threat of encirclement, With the ghat“pered |
Jbalance of pwer" position, John Bull immediately got busy with mili-
tary steps, a war budget equal to-none and open war preparations,

Theé thrust southward and the Anschluss has become an eifec-

'f 'tive‘-} club over the head of Germany's weak Italian partner, It

counteracts effectively British pressure on Italy and gives Germany

a giant step toward the Medi terranean, .. :

' GREAT BRITAIN NEEDS A WAR

T Some say that Englénd's world position is in decliﬁé__~ and
is being threatened on all gides, her policy must be to maintain the
status quo---she is therefore a big factor for world peace. They

. glso say. this in behalf of "democratic!" France under the Daladier
" Dictatorships But the status guo of the Versailles Treaty has al-
. peady been overthrown, There is a new situation and the time 1s
-~ papidly approaching where further tpeaceful" onslaughts and "blood-

less" victories of Germany, Japan and othérs that are chopping at
the Empire will have to be met, ‘A transformation has been reached,
The policy of status quo was possible only on the basis of the :
League of Nations system and a docile “Yermany, Today, ‘with power

" politics the theme of world diplomacy, any concept of status quo

'is a mere delusion., - The holding of such a concept can only“ﬁ;rt.her o

" ald the DECI_:INE oF THE ENTIRE, can only spell doom,. ‘
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The far-gighted statesmen of England understand this, .
They VANT WAR, ARE PLANNING WAR, and are only tow tactically organi-
zing their forces for the strategic advantages, : o
_ . lMore important, however than the me:e desires of imperizlist
‘policies, is the actual process of objective events, These factors
. are inevitably driving England to war, Only & sociagl r‘e(.\zp-lution,fa L
 proletarian revolution, can stcp the coming imperialist’ slaughter, . -
The British workers must prepare themselves accordingly, They must
- stand on their class interests, They must reject socialapatriotism,
They must be defeatist for Lritis Imperialism, = ' o :

Ausust 15, 1939
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