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Man'ifesto ;
U . ofthe o

‘WORKERS OF ALL CONTINENTS, OF ALL RACES AND COLORS

The new imperialist war has begun! - o

The Anglo-French bloc is at war again with Germany. Italy and

" other powers will be involved very. soon. In a period of months the

~ United States will be drawn in. At present: American Imperialism is -
'busy taking away all the international markets of the European powers
at war. . . ’ C "

- .. As predicted by Marx and Lenin, ca;)italism can not solve ite prob-
lems éxcept by recourse to the most organized mass - murder_ in call
history. ' ' S '

- . L

Millions died in the last world war; ten million of the flower of the
working class and peasant youth. Twenty-five years ‘and - one ‘month
later more millions are being asked to die'again for the profits of Krupp
‘and ‘Thyssen, Schneider and Rothschild, Deterding -and Grenfell,
Morgan and Rockefeller, Mitsui and,'Miuubishi. - R

Worlkers are being asked to die for “national honor,” the glory of
democracy, for the peace and independence of _“_little” Poland, for the ,
integrity of Danzig, for self-determination, for “justice and honor.”

" Empty lies and shibboleths! R , ' -
.. Behind the words :‘independence for Poland” is the fight of British
jmperialism against the German imperialists for ‘the domination of
" Eutope; behind these words lies the struggle over oil and rubber, coal
‘and iron, copper and manganese, colonies.and fields of investments.. The
self-determination of Danzig is a brutal smokescren for the 30 million
" tons of Polish coal produced each year, for the 40 million acres of fertile
" land, for the cattle and horses of Poland, for the iron deposits and
lignite, for the salt and manganese, for the rich fields to which Poland ie
the doorway. v ‘ - S

All the talk of peace and democracy are lies and _‘deception, the
fraud and fakery of the most brutal murderer of all times, TMPERIAL-
ISM! Thirty-six billions have been spent by German Imperiatism  for

*  guns and’ ammunition, while a nation of 88 million people:is redueed to

. semi-starvation, a ration card sysitem worse than the worst unemployed
‘dole. The peacéfuliiess of the Nazi butchers is “attested to by their
muirder of thousands of revolutionists, of ‘thousands of Jewish and
Catholic people, by the subjection of Au_ltriu4nnd--_Czecli’ollov;kiu.v What -~

_ the German working- class is being asked to fight for is perpetuation of -

, —1
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- -~--people, the system of starvatlon whlch Britain and France have spread

-—

\

the 60 to 72 hour week, the forced: labor of youths and older men thal B
is killing off thousands, the forced evacuatlons of thousands of families, . e

the vicious restriction of all movements and actions of the German
Worklng class and poor farmers.

BOTH SlDES HAVE SIMILAR lNTERESTS

The camp.of the other side is no better. The workers of Poland,
France and England are being asked to fight to protect the vast stolen
‘empires of British ‘and French ‘mperlallsm, protect the oil fields of Iraq
and Mesopotanea, the iron, coal, rubber, wheat, rice, tin zinc, nickel

" of. Malaya, Palestine, South, East, West Africa, of Canada and.

Zanzlbar, Gulnea and Australla, Morocco and Indo-China. What the

' workers are l:emg asked to “defend” is the horrible exploltatlon of
. peasants and worlkers in British India, the practical slavery of millions.
of Negroes in Africa, the stealing of the land of hundreds of millions of . .

poor peasants of the British Empire, the murder of thousands of colonial

. \.,J’ .

THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION, FOR SOClALlSM!

The victorious October Revolutien in the weakest link of capitalism -
1n 1917, in Rusia, stopped the last world blood-bath. ' Dying capitalism ‘
was confronted with two dozen proletarian revolutions, a struggling
_working class fighting to end ‘once and for. all the system of war, un- .
‘Cemployment and oppression. The treachery of the social-patriots of that
period, the Second International, and later the treachery of Stalinism -

in China, Germany, Britain, Spain, etc., gave capltallsm a new lease on
life and.paved the way for the new imperialist war of today. The Stalin-
Hitler pact of “Peace” was the Stalin signal for Hitler to go ahead. It

_is still another seilout by Stalinism of the worklng class.”’

The defeats that the workmg class have suffered in the last twenty

'years, defeats aided and abetted by Stalinism and Social-Democracy

have warped the Workers State in the Soviet Union to the ' ‘point today
where it is on the brink of counter-revolutlon back to capitalism; have

permitted world capitalism to reorgamze their forces for a new war for .
" . profits, :

And what is the role of the two great “neutrals,” the United Stateo'
 and Japan? There is not one iota of difference between all these
" camps. - J. P. Morgan and Co., through its puppet editorial staff on the

Fortune magazine have already let it be known that they are support-

‘ - ing America’s entry into the next war which may include parallel action
" with British lmperlallsm, just as in the last World Carnage. Workers
Cin Amerlca are again going to be asked to die to protect the ‘American

Empire, to protect the system which throws 16 million out of work and

onto slow-starvatlon doles; which murders and lynches helpless Negroes

in the South, whlch controls and aids the vicious dictatorships of Vargas,
Gomez, Trujillo, Bernavides, Batista, which enslaves the Porto - Rican,
Cuban, Haitian, Panamanian, Phillipine and other colonial people of

.the. western hemisphere.. And Japan, - with the .same goal as all the
_ " rest, is try:ng to make the Pacific Ocean a Japanese lake, just as the
Unlted States hazymade the Carrlbean the excluslve property of Amer- _

‘ican lmperlallsm.

DON’T SHOOT —_ FRATERNIZE

Workers of the World refuse to shoot your brother across the .
trenches' Unite with him. He is your greatest ally in the struggle against -

the imperialists of all the world

. Twenty-ﬁve million workers are unemployed in this world The

warehouses are full, there is a super-abundance of money for war sup-
plles, for guns and ammunition — BUT the masses of the world are
going ‘hungry and naked. Capitalism: destroys. the things of life. It is

lnterestedJonly in; the proﬁts galned from the murders. of millions of
youth. ‘ R o ‘ -

©

The war of the bosses for profits,. must be turned by the working

class of the world into a WAR AGAlNST THE BOSSES, A WAR FOR )

“The workers of- the world, however, wlll not be deterred 'l'he

‘ voice of Marxism, the voice of the’ ‘International ‘Contact Commission for

) the New Communist (4th) Intérnational will be ‘heard around the world. . B
. In the midst of the tréachery of world social-democracy and Stalinism,
© which ‘again is sypporting the “fatherland”, the Contact' Commission
calls for the proletarlat of all, capitalist natlons to work for the defeaﬁ_

of its “own” country, the defeat of its “own” army._

In the lmperlallst war, workers on both sides must fight for revolu-

tionary working class action for the defeat of their “own” boss class, for‘ :
. the class struggle’ against capltallsm If the Soviet Union under Stallnlsm o
' becomes a tall to one of the u-nperlallst groups, the ‘workers in the cap- K

italist countries must contmue on ‘thé same pollcy, that of revolutlonary

.defeatism, to turn the lmperlallst war into civil war for working class
emancipation. The- defense of the Soviet Union ‘can only be carried '
through by supportlng the working class forces and by a relentless ﬁghtu_" o
toward a political ‘revolution against Stallnlsm. Cessation of thg class
struggle against Stalinism and other anti-working class forces in .the

Sov1et Uni annot be tolerated just because the Soviet Union is at
war, the contrary it is preclsely in this hour of danger in order to
save the Soviet Union that the working. masses must intensify the

struggle against the imperialist agents in the Soviet Union as well as '. ‘

fight the lmperlallsts themselves. - -
FlGH"ll AGAlNST SOClAL PATRlOTlSM

_ Those who are speaking. of a “fatherland’ those who call for,

defense “of ““democracy’’;_ those who are calllng For “punitive”-wars a-~
gainst Fascism — these peop‘e are a tail to the lmperlallsts. The only
defense of the interests of the working class of all countries, is the inter-

natlonal struggle agalnst mternatlonal capltallsm, fascist and demo-

cratic both.

.
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Those, who like .the’ Trotskyltes, Brandlerltes, Lovestoneites,
L0ndon Buro, and others, confuse the struggle against war, who afe for
yneldmg on the class struggle in war time, just as they now capitulate to’

i bourgeons democracy before the war in certain countries (support of a
Caballero government in Spain, a Blum-Cachin ‘government in. France,
Ludlow amendments and Labor Party in the United States) .— these
people will be the 1939 Kautskys, the centrist renegades. The centrist

" position of these people on war must and will be exposed,’ and their
' membershlp won over to the position of revolutionary defeatlsm by the
work of the Contact Commission.

Workers of the world' the bosses war horror has descended on us.
~_The social-chauvinists are agam confusing our ranks as in the last blood-
- bath. But the road to victory, to the fnal elimination of war, unemploy-
" ment and starvation, lies clear a head and accessible.. Contlnue the class

_struggle in war time!

-

The International. Contact Commlssxon calls on all working class
organlzatlons and revolutionary workers to unite on the basis of the .
" class struggle agalnst capltahsm /and revolutxonary defeatlsm agamst~~-.
the lmperlahst war.’ .

- ." - Nota man, not a gun for boss warl’

. For lndependent worklng class actlon' o /‘:“\\ :
Fraternlze thh the “enemy ‘across the trenches —_— umte-agalnst '
the, common enemy,. your “own’’ capitalist country!

Defend the Democratlc nghts of the Workmg Class!

Turn the Imperialist war into ClVll War!

‘For the Soclal Revolutlon'

Bmld the New Commumst (4th) lnternatlonal'

' '_ Provnslonal lnternatxonal Contact Commlsslon

- .Red Front of Germany
" Leninist League of Scotland
- Revolutlonary Workers League, U S.
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"CHARACTER OF THE STATE

: No Qué9£idn-is-90blittle understood'and more digtorted
than the Russian questiomn.  Fundamern tally this confusion is a ‘con-
tinuation. of the petty-bourgeois concepts of the state that existed
-i%PLegin‘s daye anlng Failed to understand the character of the
bourgeois state yesterday,/ the ultra-lefts and opportunists cannot.
comprehend the meaning of the Workers State today. - = - S

o Their objections falls undér six heads., Let us list them
~eand tréat them one by one: S | T

i The terror by Stalin against the former revolutionary leaders

. and others, . I : - . S ,
o~ Wage labor and surplus value exist in the Soviet Union today:
3~ The Soviet State today is made up of bourgeois forms and '

mst ccnsequently be bourgeois in character, L -
4~ A small mainority meke exorbitant sums and reap the fruit of
" 'the large majority; therefore, state capitalism exists, E
. 5. The Soviet Union is moving back towards capitalism and is in
" the progess of “transition., It is neither a Workers State -

"~ nor as yet a capiltalist state, : ' ' o
6~ Stalinism plays a counter-revolutionary role in all revolu-

'~ tionary situations; therefore the Soviet State cannot be a :
Workers State. : - ‘ : o .

I -- THE STALIN TERRORISM .

o _ Mook at the terror in theé Soviet Union.against old revolu- Lo
tionists." our "Marxists" say, "Can that be a Yorkers Statet?" Cur:
- good "arxists" have forgotten all that has been said on the question.-.
of the state, 'For them it is merely a moral question -~ bourgeois '
morals at thate In a similar vein the Social Democrats of yesterday
pointed to theterror:under Lenin and.Trotsky to "prove" the same point .-
_ ~ Terror, however, is™a characteristic of ALL states, slave,
. feudal, capitalist and Worker, Yn itself it denotes ‘that classes
exist and that there is a clasg/struggle,” Furthermore, even the Ul
question of whom the terrcr is directed AGAINST does not solve ‘the = -

question of the CONTENT of the state, It will determine who has
control. of $he ctate., = . o o .

The staté under Robespierre in the French Revolution direc~
ted its terror in.its first period against thousands of bona fide -
cepitalists and their agents in the Assemhly It passed irnumerables:
measures against the usury end- exploitation of the banks and induse

trialists and actually ENFORCED most of these, Yet who -will deny -
that this was a CAPITALIST state which Robespierre headed? -

—
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" The state is a product of class antagonisms and the social
pelations of a particular mode of production. Quite apart, then,

" Ppom the wishes of the men or c¢lasses involved, thie character of a
 gtate is ‘determined by its economic base --~ the MOLE OF PRODUCTION,

Every important change in the mode of production will have a bearing
on the form. and structure of the state, Revolutionary changes in .
_the mode of production cannot be effected without revolutionary
changes in the CHAKACTER of the state. o - R .
o ‘Although episodically the GOVERNMENTAL REGIME can be at
variance in its political and social outlook with the given mode of
..production under the state, nevertheless such_a.lag'can'bnly‘Ee

. .shortlived and_in»pg/way affects the character of the state.

~ uBy way of exception, however,! sEys Engels in his ORIGII
'OF THE FAMILY, "there are periods when the warring classes so mearly.
attain equilibrium that the state power, ostensibly appearing as a
‘mediator, assumes for the moment & certain independence in felation

- to both,"

o Our bourgeois moralists who go.by the borsowed nime of ~
"Marxists", point with horror to'the murder of thousands i the S.U,
np revolutionist is more persecuted in' the Soviet Union than in Ger-
‘many" is the argument of these people, The full historical meaning

Lot

of this sentence is lost on them, ' The contradictions between a buTro~

cracy composed of bourgeois, petty-bourgeois and a small proletarian
~ strata, objectively working for ‘the re-introduction of capitalism, on
- the one hand, and a scoailist economy on the other, will obviously be
- far greater than the contradictions even in a Fascist nation where

the proletariat has not yet -achieved power, 'hen the fact is added
that the Soviet Union is ah isolated Workers State within a whole
general framwwork of capitalism in cdecay, one has the historical ba~.
. sis for the uvnprecedented terrorism of Stalinism, R

~ TRANSITION ECONOMY MOVIKG BACK TOWARD _CﬁxPITALiSTVI 3

The terror in the Fasecist regimes is occasioned precisely

" by the economic decay, the near-bankruptcy of the economy, the economy

of. scarcity,. Otherwise the bourgeoisie could continue to rule by the
old forms -~ bourgeois democracy, Let our so~called Marxists explain
- on their basis =~ why a "capitalist" netion which created 300 cities
in ten years, which increased its productivity 900% from 1913 ---‘the
- "greatest accomplished by any country in the world", a nation5.whidh
-these people claim is caspitalist, whose share of industrial produc-
tion in the world rose from 4,9% in 1928 to 17,5% in 1938 DESPITE
* THE WORST 'TEPRESSION IN' CAPITALIST HISTORY -~ let ‘these revisionists
explain why such a Yeapitalist" nation must resort to such horrible
terrorism, Strengthen the capitalist economy of any nation and you
strengthen the base of bourgeois democracy. Obvigqusly the terrorism
in the Soviet Union cannot be explained by any formula that capita-
lism exists there. Such a hypothesis can lead only to- the Stalinist
-idea that the increases in production have paved the way for the-

-

e T

‘ ﬁighest.form of democracy in the hapiﬁ@list_wdrld;. he o
tion fbr'this.phenomenon,lies_ln_the-glgantlc'contrqdlctlons of a
' TRANSITION ZCONOHY moving backward TOWARD CAPITALISM, - o

. Bonapartistg etc.

| INTERWATIONAL NEWS . . .. -~ PAE®

The only éxplana-

Obviously what we are desling with here is what Engels re-
fPerred to when he 'spoke of the warring classes atlalning such aclose
equilibrium (in this case the proletariat and world capitalism with
its agents within the Soviet Union) that the state for a period is’
able to function with a "certain independence’ in relation to both",

IT - SURPLUS VALUE AND WAGE LABOR

”(Jfﬁé;uiifé;iégiéméé%@&anﬁiy prate about the similarities be-

' tween,éépitalist economy and Soviet economy, In both instances they -
'say there is surplus value and wage labor. - | . |

: Yes, ithzsftrué*fhgtwin the Soviet Unioﬁ there is some pro-
duction for the market, but plammed economy is the KgY factor even

“though the planning is poor. And it is also true that surplus value,

just as under capitalism, is still being created, -

| But our good "critical‘MarxiStS" foil to deal with- the &is-

similarities. They fail to point out that surplus value is HOT NILm
. VJately eppropriated but is appropriated by the state, “They fail to

point out that the planned economy has, .despite the Stalinist warpings
of the system, increasingly chenged production for the market under-
an economy of scarcity to an economy of abundancea -

Again our critics forget all the laws of decachapitalism,‘A
"planning” under decay capltalism is the planning of_an-mCONOMY‘QF L
SCARCITY. It means destruction of the living standard of the massesy °
rations, etc, Those who glibly speak of the Soviet Union.as a Fas-
ciat state must be prepared to explain the incresse in the TOTAL .-
forces of production, including in the consumption fields.. . In the
worst years of the depression the Soviet Union geared up its produ-.
cers goods frow 7 billion rubles in 1928 to 19,1 billions in 1932,

In the worst years of the depression, from 1925-52," the Soviet Union
added 7,000 kilometers of railroads, added 70 million kilomete? tons
of freight, Irom 1932 to 1il:s, two short years, the Sovieg Union -
rose from: the 6th orodicer ofi electric to thz Srd; from 1928 to 1934
worst depression years, it rose from tha &th eoal producer to the
4th, from 6th to 2nd in production of pig irony from dth to drd in
production of steel; its output of machinory wus 7 wies as much in
1934 as in 19283 in addition; it was the lieadirg lumporter of machin-

ery. From 1928 to 1SZg the output of United Steies coel and oil, 15
" and ‘11 times, respectively, that of the Soviet Uuion, fell to only

five times 'as much as in 1932, Food and consumers goods rose by
'3,2% and 4.4% from 1233 to 1234, - These are not official (Stalinist)
figures., They are taken from the figur:s of the American-Russian e
Chamber of Commerce which has such people on its board of directors
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as the vice-presldent of Lethlehem Steel, the chalrman of Chrysler <
Export Corooratlon, the president of Gooorlch Tire, the general mang-
. ger of D... -ummunioatlons, etc.

F:Lgures2 alone, of couroe, ‘arefot oonclus1ve. But Low do
our critics explain an increase in-capitalization of 88 billion ru-.
‘bles in 5 or © years? Despite all. the burocraiic excesses of Stali-
nism, it is a tribute to the intrinsic vitality of -thr warped Jorkers
State and to Transition Economy that in such a backiward country,. .
is possible to lay down, even theoretically, the general rule of tne
7 hour day, while in America the general Tule is a 40 to 48 hour week,
o .in . France.the. .60 hour-week-is- legalized;—in-Germany €0 “to-72- hours, SR
| etce Planned Economy. under the Soviets haS proved superior to the
capitalist anarchy of production for markets in its."free" competi- -
tion- (democrauic) or its planmned scaroluy and barter (fascist) forms,
What we object to in relation to Stslinism is its wrong planning me-’

thods, its burocratic eccesses and the false relatlon of 1nternal
development to the world: revolutlon.

What is misunoerstood is the CHARACTE gira~chtatorsh1p

of the Proletariat in general, and the character of such a D1ctator-
.shlp in the Sov1et Union ln partlcular.

Generally speaking, a Transition Economy . the economic ]
'phase of the Proletarian chtatorsnlp) has elements of both capita- -

- 1list and socialist economy, and in that sense represents a contra-
'dlctlon of the two.; ~ :

il

S

: The Soviet Union,- however, has two other 1mportant contra-
dlctlons‘ 1- It was a BACKWARD lirk of the world cap*tallst chain,
one of the least developed of all capltallst countries in theworld
in every sense of the word, 2- It has remained. 1solated for 20 years'
ag a workers State totally surrounded by capitalist powérs and is -
'nOW'mov1ng back toward capitalism instead of forward toward socialisn,

_ Under such 01rcumstances obV1ously the llmlts of economic |

,.‘progress WITHIN THE SINGLE WORKARS STATE were greatly proscribed, at

"besty with “the capltallst fretors outweighing the socialist factors.
But w1th the burocratic distcrtions and excesses of Stalinism as an =
additional weight at the throat of the young, isolated and backward

. Workers State, the capitalist factors must certaingy begin slowly to

"~ replace more and more the socialist factors, But that does not.
change the CHARACTER of the economy which at best ig only a. dlalec-
tical comblnatlon of capitalist nd socialist £ ctors.

7/

~ For cur ultra—lefts there is only black and whltev fOr the.A
centrlsts there is only shadings of. 1mpur1ty, but for the Marx1sts

there is a dialectic understanding =rid eXact labellang of bl:sck and
- whlte and the other colors.v
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TE BSTRU CTU?L OW mRANSImIOﬂ uCOHOKY_

Ldpltallst economy dess not become converted in a moment
to s001a11st econony. 4 long treusitior period is needed for thlS.'
The important thing is that “ihe wnletazlat shall seize state power, -

_ shall expropriate the big capitadlets and BEGIN plianned productlon.

- But the comnlete elimination of the capiltalist cectors of economy -

' can taZ%e place oniy when: L= The decisive capitalist states have ,Hp
‘been overthroun by a prcletarlan revolution; and 2- Planned. socialist
procduction hes proceeded to such a point tnau it naurally replaces .
all forms of capitalist production and has raised the standard of

living of all workers and farmers far above “the hlghest capltallst
v_standard. ‘

Y

Until such -a period Transition Zconomy will be an unknown:

equation depending on the level of development of the country in-

- volwed, the realtionship oFf forces of the ibrkers State with WORLD -

pltailsm and’ the pOllCldo of the leadership of the Workers State, .

fhe main distinctions from the capitalist mode of" productlon will,- .

however, ‘always Le present, excemt that they—will not be in a fin- .-
ighed form but in a dlalectical _process of development Private
appropriati¢n under Trimsition Zconocuwy is eliminated in favor of

State appropriation, and later under bOClallsm, oT Socizl Aupropria-
tion, Commodity production TENDS 70 ki DISPLACED by produciion for -
use. Wpgae labor tends to become Social Labor, that is, wages are.

- less and less: determined by the vszlue of labor power on the open-

market of competition but Dy plarmed relstions to ‘the totallty of ..
social produetlon and the 7uC1V*uUa1 neecs. '

‘Despite all the excesses of Stallnlsm, 1ts ungust and
" burocratic shaie in the p?O(u‘e of socizty, its burocrs ,1c and .
fgulty planning, Fits enormoug conceasions to: world eapit aliom, znd.
to capital_sL siraia w“ﬁhln the Soviet Union, the zbove f'n(.mental
feetors stili Jh.ciun in the Soviet Union, ”he only point 3 “ depar—.
ore is. that the zguation ofl cgpitalist to socialist fe(tjf,, due
1o tue- Qtai*nlht Varnings ana the isolation ¢f the Soviet uqlon,
sre conehently fowroing more and more the eapitalist fazcicrs, so
“that tocay the “ihcle ‘siructure -- economic, political and aUClal -
of Transition Econ omy is oz e verge of belng ccwed 1n.
) III -—'THE'PSZniEOIC FOmis

e . The t;lro argumenu of our ¥ritics against ike Yorkerx

. 'thte is that bourgeois furms are prevelitis in he 2inie anperatu

- The Soviets have béen lina’ceted in favor @f:ﬁ';h:;u,“;ﬁt struchu
wc;&ewo demncr cy no, 1oager ex1ots in gny iorm, LC. e Tl

{galn, fho se- who hold.uo tnls poolthu fall to_take
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: Vo state is carved out of the Whole cloth " The forms of

'state power are- as varlegated as the number of states.. They :are

,?condltloned by the economic base. berieath the state. The FORM of a
[;state is very important but not decisive.in eetermlnlng the class
“content of the staté, The 1918-19 Scheldeman regime accepted the

-~ Soviet and Workers Nilitia forms LEGALLY -IWiO THE STAIE STRUCTURE

" OF GERMANY, Thisy; howevery did not make: Germany a Workers State

. any more than the accéptance of bourgeois formg by Stallnlsm makes
gﬁthe SOVlet Unlon a’ capltallst etate.‘ -

o
f

’ e

- . The hungarlan bourgeois1e belore 5ela Kin in 1919, also’
”iaccepted thé Militig and Soviets dlrectly and legally into the .-
-~ state ‘structure,

for-a time --- althougﬁ not in 'its constitution --~ ndt only the
e,Red Guargds and the Anti-Faseist Commlttees but even tolerated: the
..seizure of bourgeois. property. mevertheless, not one of thése re-
. gimes was a.Workers State,

.the Workers State. form;  In CONTENT.they were capitalist. states:

. they contihued the o0ld capitalisgt, mode o* productaon and the old
{xcapltallst prlvate approprlatlon.

K Some of. the present colonlal countrles in FORM anprox1maue'
;‘Feudal etates more than they do capltalist states -- backward states

;in Asia, Peru, etc, for example, In content, however, the economy -
S is comlanted and in the grip of the capltallen mode of productionj
“-and+the state =- product of irreconcilable antaegonisms. -~ serves. .
-“the interest prlmarlly (cespite the wishes or desires of thousands

of feudal landholders) of caeltalﬂsm, especia‘ly fbrelgn capltal.-

Nb one denies that the questlon of Jbrkers Democracy is of'

.,decls1ve 1mportance for the Workers: State. iTo Workers State can .-
“exist long without it. Nevertheless, the fact that Workers Demo-

[chacy as a rule no longer exists in the Soviet Union does not 1n
vltself predetermlne the GIARACTER of the 50V16u State.

Lo

There are 1nnhmerable examples in bourg901s hlstory where
;democracy for the explolters cr large sections of them did not ex~

ist. =« The Robespierre regime was one example in point, Lenin re=~ -
fers to a few other ex@mples the. two Bonapartist regimesy ete,

But this factor in. 1tself coes not- determlne the character of a-
"'S'ba-teo e S »

/

IHE MEABING OF WOREERS DEMOCRACY

Wbrkers Danoc"acy 1s baeed on “conomlc develOument.
ers Democracy im Russia could-hot possibly be as advanced as
“ers'Democracy in. a newly-formed Workers State,
any: or the United States, ' The lével of economlc development in -

was too 1ow and still is too low for the same level of Wor-

Wars.
WO

“The Companjs regime in Catalonia not only acceoted'

In FORM they had.great similarities with

_say ‘in £ngland, Ggrb
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burocratic rule, supp*esses 1t,

. The ultra-lefts adduce. from tHIS\faCu ﬁhe 1dea that BolShe-
v1sm always was an antl-worklnb ¢lass. tendency, deliberately confu~ .
sing Bolshevism, Warxism, with Siclinism, The upportunlsts on the

other hand, renew their request for “democracy" in- the Sov1et Unlon,__
i.e., Bourge01s DemocraCJ, the legaly za on’ of all.partles, etcy . .

. Wbrkers Demccracv cannot be re—ectabllshed through the g
legallzatlon of the various parties that objectively or. subgectlvelyj
serve the bourgeoisie, from the . white Cuards to the centrist groups.

_ Workers Democracy must be ‘re~established primarily through the So-"

viets and the armlnb of the working messes. As & decisive and. 1mpor

© tant adjunct of this, the right of factions WITHIN the Marxist Party

must be recognized- and adhered to, ' Those partles which together with
the Marxist Party have seized power and have accepted the basic prin
ciples of the workers state must take immediate steps toward unifi-~;
cation into one powerful Marxist organlzatlon.. At the -conclusion of
the process of negotiations and wnification which will be of short o
ouratlon that group or party not accepting the Verxist prohram must

“be suppressed the same as the other partles thaL _Go not accept the
"ba51c pr;nclples. _

Stallnlsm, however has vafped or destfdyed whatever sem-~

_blance of ng ers Democracy dld exist or was possible, . For the mc#f
i

ment the Stalinist~controlled state enJOJS, as Engels points’ out,
an "ostensible independence" of the classes involved because of the

‘backward sweep of the Workers State, Loth in the economic and polltlz*

cal sphéres, has caused a temporary and unstable "equlllorlum" of the

. classes, But that does ‘not alter the CHARACTER of ﬁhe States 1t
merely alters its DlRuCTIOh and BJVﬂLOPhaN

Fo" the character of the state to be altered, not onlJ
police messures must be used ageainst the proletariat but a violent
counter-revolution must replace the October \nroperty relatlons'
by a- capltallst mode of Droductlon. ‘

s

- I — T‘X"m C/-'LPIJ.ALISM o
.- When you confront tbe anti-Soviet "theoretlclans" w1th~th
question, "who are the: capitalists in the Soviet Union?", they
variably answer that the top burocracy that- controls the’ machln

Ty
- of gtate live in palaces and fine .summer homes, draw dozens of time

as much pay as e average worker -- that is: the n£W'cap1Lallst

. class in the Soviet Union. According to these people,. the fbfm:”f

capitalism is somewhat different than'ln other stetes, but i
ST TR CAPITAL*SM, nevertheless..
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| concelvable but pvactlcally it is 1mp0381ble undger capltallsm. The

concrete examples in CGermeny and Italy tend to conf this fact.
In Germany, eepeClallJ,’ state ownership is practlcgtiﬁxaegllelble.

TKE “TﬂmE ;JD DgCyY CP llAL

_ ".In -the ne?lod of decay capliallsm the bourge01o state is
forced to intervene more and more in the economic arfairs of the ha-
tion, to aid the natural process of Ubig fish eat little fish', to
*help tirough statle coervion the natmrel process o cupitalist “rlses
“of re-orgenizing industry and e00ﬂonj on new leveliu, ¢i eliminating
greater and-gieater-portions of the-middle-class-and lesser caplta-wm
1ists, and of passing the burden of this re-organization onto the
shoulders of the proletariat with a lover from of econony- of scarcity.

This 1ntervent10n sometimes cahe
ship.  ‘hen cerdain industries no longer cdn shovr
ordlnary processes of ca)ltallsm,-The bonrgeois
take over the industry (or firm), and in exchange for the capitalist
stocks bearing no. d1v1dends the govermment wives good governmert T
- bonds bearing interest, In all sucia 1jstances, actual control will
_group of govermment-apuointed men repres senting -- mcre
- than llkely -- the same interests whc have been ”uought out", In
. other words, stete ownership under caeplizlism (State Capltdllbm) is:
‘merely a form of "eu.levxatmDr the distress” of the most pressed sec-
tions of capitalism Ly méams of government aid, It is merelJ ano ther

form of government - eub31d3, in addition two.all other. forms, (direct -
stbsidies, contracts at exorbitant prices, state loans at low in-
, terest rates, otate grants: o__lcnd, mall conuracto, etc o

a profit in the

‘ State ownershlp undcr capﬂiall°m is due to the basic, decay
~of the svsten and the attempt to Lold back the forces of produciion,

State ownerbblp under. Tlan31nlon dconomy is fbr Droductlve develop~
menu. ’ . ] . . L . :

_ ~ In the Sov1et bhlon there was none of the above-Tcited hocus
- pocus, The bourgeoisie was net re-imbursed; it was EXPRIOER TATED, It
g6t nothing in return for its rropertics exceot an opportunity to
work just like the proletari =, Furuhe“more in the first years of
the chtatorshlp of the Proletariat the. wage dlffeventlalc betwee
“VaPIOU" 1ayers of “the: worklng class.were bewnu coneiantly reduced

_" ' With the trlumph of Stellnlsm, ‘however, ‘and the theory of
Soclallsm in One Country" which changed the ollectlon oi the Workers
State back toward capitalism instead of forward to Socialism —- w1Lh

this triumph ‘the whole process was reversed, Burocratic ultimatums
jreplaceosfreeﬁw v%ln%‘claes)lnltlatlve and control (through the trade.
unions, o0vietis, Party, etc), A new layer of the prole g )
be developed as the ghock troops for v 5 fopah bas %

forcing the Stalinist line and -
,economlc exceuses down the throats of ﬁhe rank and. flle wor&ers.

the fbrm of state owmer-

state may S'['Np 11’1, wo "
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fferentiations w1th1n the working class 1nstead of belng ellmlna-
?éa were constantly fostered and further developed _ _ _
- - That process reaches its culmlnataon today with the glgan-"-
tic excesses of the members of the Stalinist burocracy, Further-
more this process is culmlnatlng in the legalization of private
propeérty in certain sphieres; the accumilation of capital by many
kolhoz members and burocrats; the 1ntroduct10n on a far w1der scale
of govennment bonds, Torced loans, etc, .
DJVE.LOPILEI\TT OF THE SOVISZT UNION

‘One must look at the Soviet Union from the p01nt of view

"ot of its excesses and the capitalist FORMS that are being re-intro- -

duced and eating up the vitals of the Workers State and Economy,

One must look at the Sov1et Unlon fTom the v1eWp01nt of its dlaleo-
tlcal development- .

'l- The seizure of oower and exproprlatlon of the bourge0181e.
92- The failure o¢f the world proletariat to extend the reVOlu—'
. tion to other countries, —~
3- The temporary retreat to the NEP and then the movement
L towards planned sociglist.production, -
v 4— ‘The fialure of the world proletariat in the 1923 era to
- again extend the revolutlon and the rise of a pefty-bour .
... geois clique within and cutside the Workers State, which . "
' .warped the . character of the dictatorship in all of its forms.
6~ The developméent back toward cepitalism, enormous.concessiors
to the bourgeois and pettV-oourge01s s%aata within the -
-Soviet State, and political -concessions: ns to the world im-
perlallsts on the outs1de (U. Se France, Gernany, ete,)

A capitalist is one who owns and controls means of produc—;'
.ulon and is able on that basis to pocket surplus value. created by
- the proletariat which opéerates thcse mesng of production, Is the
Stslinist Burocrat, .then, a capitalist? Wwhat means of production
does he own? What surplus value does he appropriate?. Of all the
values produced in the Soviet Upion, the producers -- the proleta— o
‘riat, kolhoz people, etc, -~ take a certain share, The rest is us edr
.for state expenses and the introduction of new meahs of production. -
‘It is true that the burocracy takes a d:l.sproportlonate share of the ..
values produced, This disproporticnate. share is reaching the level
that a NEW FORM OF PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATION AS & PRELUDE TO A NEW .
CAPITALIST ORDER IN RUSSIA is taking place, PRIVATE capltal in the,
‘Soviet Union and PRIVATIE property(the basis of capitalism in all it
forms, even State Capitalism) AS THE DECISIVE ASPECT OF ECONOMY does
NOT exist in the Soviet Union., It is Being re—introduced prec1sel
}ﬁhrough thls new fbrm of prlmltlve accumulatlon.

. But to labhi\these "beglnnlng" procesoes back. uowards capl
talism as’ capitalism is just as' fallscious today, as the label
of - tbe_perlod of primitive. accumulatlon in the. flnal tages




'»INTEIRNA'I'IOIIAL HEWS PAGE V5

‘Feudalism ( thromng
1tself

of'the serfs off the land, etc.) as capitalism

Precioely because the process of acgz_amula‘b‘. on rzg;ebents
e “peginning" processes back to capitelism, precis - ,
?:géz,eﬂtlhe bisic pl%opgrty I'ela'tl(.vus of October sm.ll exist, we refer
~to0 the Stalinist burocracy ag STRATUM rather then as a class, .
The burocracy is composed of a grow:.ﬁg Capl'LE‘llS't stratum, a con~
' ‘stantly smaller proletarian strat tam, - and the Stalinist force balan- o
- cing itself between the 1wo, with its main welght su*aportln," the — . -
growing bourgeois force., Whether the proletariat again regaius 'fcnll%r
.. power, or the bourgeoils force with the zid of world imperialism is

- successful. :Ln its counter—revolutlon, the otellnlst force w111 be.
' crushed. . .

Before this accumulation in the

: . Soviet Unidn reaclies capi~
"~ talist proportlons - the growing bourgeois

STRATUH must SEIZE POLITI-

CAL POWER, MUST J EYDPROPRIATE THE w'ommls STATE, AND MUST R~ ST.;:BLISH'L_

PR.LVATE P"DPERTI Al"D CAPJ.I‘A.L AS IFE LGAL u.*.‘S.r*_ OoF uOCI“TY

V -~ THE PROCESS OF "T?A,L\T .LI‘IOF"

Anothc_" arg ment vihich has cropped up in the movemeat
: "ately is tThe a_r*gument by certain groups that. the Soviet State is 111
a state of transition back towairds canltallsm ~and that a workers .
State no longer exist, These *)eople argue’ ulﬂab the char'ac“cer of the
» economy, despite” the warpings of Stalinism, still remains Transition
-Bconomy, a socialist,.not a capitalist mede of production, But the
forms of the state power of the proletariat no longer exist -= . the.
Soviets hawe been llqulqated, workers Democracy destroyed both in
‘the civil realm and in the army, etc, Conqequently tne State can’
~.'not be called a Workers State, out the workers of th'e world must
st:Lll defend the remnants of the Octooer ‘%evolutlon.

, This nés:l.tlon, although :Lt admits-of the proletarlan char—
e acter of the econony, nevertheless feeds grist t the mill of all

“-those vho consider-the Soviet Union to be capltallst, who aré aga‘ xsh

', 1'bs defens° in any shape, fonn or mar er. .

A 'braoe union donin ateo by gangsters and burocrats will be
cused by them against the woriers interssts but objeéctivity still re-
= veals that even oU.Ch- warped trade unions: are workers organiza tlons.-,

__ . One must speak not onlj of the DI?_L:CLLC‘L of any phenomena
:-'but of its CHARACTER as well, The revolutionary +iransition period
from cepitalism to the Dictatorship of the Froletariat can be defined
~mnot only as to DIRECTION but as to ChA,I_IACTER as. well, - The dominant
tate during Dual Power and up until the forceful seizure of power

by the proletariat remains. a BOURGEOIS STATE, Its basge rests upon

T vate property Capl'tdllst economy. That 1s the Dm’I‘"r;l\FINIJC F&C OR.

. sb;p oul,

" nism is lesding the

1
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As pon.nted out above, bourgreom state quite often UNDER
 proletarian.pressure, accept oro} tarian forms-~-soviets, etc, Vhile
this tends to’ show the direction in which society is moving--on to-'

wards the Dictatorship of the Precletariat, it dces not oblltera‘oe
the charac‘ber of the remalnl'cg state.

. The Internatlonal Countact Coumission Lesi,gmates bot:h ‘c.he
- direction and the character of the present state in the Sovietd Un:.on
by the term "warped Workers State", To designate the character with
“out glvmg the direction can lead to opportunist errors---that Stali
Vorkers State towards Socialism. But to desig~:
“nate the direction without giving thie character can lead to ultra~ -
" left errors--~that there is no longer anything in the Soviet Jmon
to defend, ’chat Cp itallsm already exL &LS‘ thev'e.

_Either error if not correted in time, leaves tbe door open-
to r*‘uch gr'eater errors. :

VI -~ THE COUHTE ‘R-PE\/OL""‘

I\’ARY ROLE OF S“J—.LIl'ISM

As a final arpuman sgaiz 1et the ! orkers State, the revn.s:gg;;
‘ists point to the ‘counter-reve lutiona ary ole of Staelinism cn a world:
scale,’ especially -its recent rcle in Spain, where Stalinist solalefs

manned the guns that shot dovm workers on the barmcades, fwhting
for the:l.r llberatlon fr'om canltdllsm._

: ‘Again, noweve'n,. of vint decisive 1mportar ce is thls facmr
~in relation to tue character of the Soviet Union itself? The counterw
revoluuo*ﬂar'y role of .Stelinism merely emphablzes that within the -
Soviet Union as.well, it is ‘the objective agent of the world mmpe“
J.oto re-pavmg the vay 3:01' cepltah.cvn. S B T

To gssume that ‘c,n.e characler of a’ Pc‘rty in a. Workors Std'be*'
flet-emlnes the cisracter of that State is to give support to the .
" STALINIST THESIS +{hat the Party and the State are synonomous, Bor
-the Murmots, the Party is a GUIDIING orgen for the State apparatuss
the deecisive ruling organs of the working cl a.,s anéd the state, hov-

‘ever, are the Workers Councils, the vorkers lilitia, etc. Thé degeri~

“eration ¢f the Party merely thcﬂS that the State gulding force has

degenserated, The character o< the State is determlned by :the econom
underneath i, not the Party cver 1‘c.. 4 - L

.. Let us teke an anal OLY of a ‘trade umon that is run by a
Dundl of ungeooupulous burocrats who work hand in hand with the bogse
the building trades of the AFL, for instance, As revolutionists

" cell on tne bulla:mg trades workers to join these unions, despite

rezc¢tionary role of ite leadership, and to work ‘to throw-that le cé

In Dfactlce everything done Ly the union oﬁ"lc:.ally’
t the interests of the workere_

a ;WOrk:mg class: INSTAUMINT,

L8
nevertheless we cons:Lder “theé
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The same can be sald of. the Sov1et Uniof. Based on the

R propert.y relations introcduced by thé October Réwlution, the State
is a Workers State, - but Warped “Jorﬁeve State, ** (1\Tote 1)

B . | '!AS OJCTALISI,,_ PO,S‘S & IN T SOVT.DT UTION '?

o ‘ Many of ocur al ra-lcits “and r'efom:LsUs are now busy e
) studylng the events im the Soviet Union., Every bit of’ degemeracy of
. ‘the Stalinists: glves them znother opportunity for petty-bourgeois
platitades: "Lenin was not correct, after &ll, Had he lived he would’

' hav realized that there could he no PROLZ “’“L.RIAI‘ ‘revolution in Puss:.a,

U7 ‘t,ha‘t. only bOllI‘geO lS revolution Was 2le} colol

o At the root &t 'thls error is the noor memory of our cmt!.cs.
_ They entirely forget that no onhe of the DOLshev1 leaders of 1917 -~

* dncluding even Stalin -~ expected Russia to build Socialism, On 'the :
contrary, they made it clear that Socialism in one country was impos~
- .gible, t‘hat without tlie extension of the proleterian revolution to

~ other and more industrial ,Acoun“orleo, the Soviet LJn:Lon itsel?f would .
'~__1nev:|.tauly fdll, . _ _ ,

" Tht JEhe Workers State ‘11 bcen able to hdng on even "chl.;
_‘ 1ong -- 22 years -- despite all the defeated revolutions, &s a sign:
"~ "of the historic strength of the proletariat, and the inherent.chronic
: "zweakness of the tourgeois states and. economies, which were . unable w
.smash an :Loolat.ed Vorkers State vatl* a back ward economy. )

Whet has naueee the .decline is the false nat:.onallstlc

- CY¥y & & reversal of the Marxian theories of Lenin, and in his ‘time, of
- Trotsky-~the false theory that Socialism CAN be built in one countzy.

. The failure to extend the proJ_e'tarlan revolution; which this theory
newessarily involved, made the warping of the \'Iorkers State and a

- reversal of its DJIIL,CTION ~~within the. framework of Tranﬂlt:v.on Ecoho-
mv, however --. 1nev1table.

~
[

. Is the Soviet bnlon, 'then, dn omed'? "~ Too many people have.
._'already given up -in their. own minds the Soviet Union to the beabds of

“eapitalism, They do not mor cc,nnot conceive of the inherent strength
-of” Transition Economy,.weprn:i as it is,

potentialities of the t?uos;

form of society, ‘
Sk ek ok kR Xk o ks deokrkskoR ***** ddork ckkx k% P * ¥k *

3 **(Note 1) But the- burocracy which tcmporamly controls 'bhe state
and atts in its name, is war'plng its nurpose and sccpey, 1s moving.

the state and the economy backwards, is moving against world revolu- '

on, just as the burdcrats in our ’crade union work agalnst the -
muerests of the workers. .

sroletarlat which has tasted a new

oli- R

80 c1a11 zed proper"c.y. »

still has, and the enormouifv

that are inevitable and:leading
. tmonar'y developmen‘b in the hi story of mank:.nd.

II\TTERL\TAI‘IONAL Inu.
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The enormous ')Oll't.lcal concessions given by Staliniem to ~

" the imperialists =~ 'the latest of vhich, by the way, the conce531on°~‘
to Hitler, are he;.p:.ng the mperLl:.sts start their wa -- bespeaks -
" of the weakness of Stalinism intermelly in the Soviet Union; it

pesgpeaks of the imminent struggle of the proletariat to rega;Ln its

lost workers democracy and to oust: Stalirism, and “the imminent ate
'~tenpts by the tourgeois forces inside the Sov.Let. Union and outside
+to0 re-establish a. Capltallst order in Russia, Those who no. longer'

consider the Soviet Union 2 Workere State will be taken by surprise S

_when the workers resist the counter-revoiution, For them th°~counxer-’-
- pevolution is already over, If their ideas have any. ‘strength.at all.
cin. +hc,Sov1et Una.on, they- can only serve to demoraln.ze t.he wo"klng

clzss, to. checlr their attempis at "eclstance.
| . PREPARE THE RESISTANCE OF‘ ‘Ihn. .f RKE“{S

The lai “XJ. sts must bvstemmqtlca..ly -= 110 matter in. wha‘b

Acountry they are -- prepere the~registance of the Soviet workers to

the 1mpendlng counter-revoluition, Only those ho have a correct

" understanding of-the character, the Gevelopment, and the direction cf "

the vior&ers btqte wlll be aole to iead ”Luls resss‘cance successfully._

One final word to the mundane pessimists, the erudite gen~

lemen ahd Hearst~like demagogues who point to the failures of Commua~ -

nism, who speak of it as a pipe-drecam. The Lourgeois revolution took:

.hundred of years to-develoo, EFErom the first ouccessful revolution in,

Holland to the extengion of that revolution tc England, it was more.

than fifty years. From the time oF this first- revolumun until the

system of capitalism beceme decisive, in world affairs, after -the

" Frecnh Revolution, it was more than 200 years. The struggles of the

proletariat against capi: telism have by no means talen so long -a per= -
jod. Furthermore, the contradictions between Feudalism and Copita-
1lism -- although severe-- were nowhere nesr as strong as the contra-

"dictions between Capitalism and Socialisam, Iu the one case it was.a
 contradiction between two forms of private property rule, In the

other it is a contradiction between pmv%ge gmoerty as a whole and

. Nevertneless the work i g class has nade gigantic snrldes
in the last few decades, desciie all its set-backs, History is om
the side of the working class, A proletarian vanguc.rd that digests
the lessens of the past defeats and the one victory in October,: mlT
turn the tide in the near future, by glv:Lng guidance to the upsurges

3(.. 1em in the most successf‘ul 'f'evolu-
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- ON THE QUESTION OF
© URED IMPERIALISMT

gl

' : Ve have already dealt with the most important asp “of
L , 1 : . 1t gspects of
the question of the Soviet State, In this artiége We'desgge to pre=-
sgnt somﬁ-fungamenpal.polnts concerning the false ultra-leftist posi-
' .z?ontgg;_r;@timpeilillsm"%hand.alsq, the theoretical relation 6f the
- question of e state in the Soviet Union to th Al ] i
. structure of Marxism, ' - o . © 9nt;re.theqreﬁ;cal‘

o ECONOMIC ANDJILITARY ATD T0 HITLER .

IS e SV SV

| Cliat With %ﬁe-Stalin-Hitler Pact fu
perialist war, the possibility that a secret military. :
been'reachgd_'Edltors"note; This. article was writtenvgﬁrgzgigégzgg :
- . 5th, 1939) brings many questions to the fores Are Russia and- Gérmah‘y
- preparing to divide up Poland and Zastern Europe? - Is Hitler promis-
. ing Stalin some land if the Stalinists do not give military aid to
- the Anglo-French imperjalists, but instead give économic aid to. the -
~ German imperialists? I1f it is true’ that Stalin has agreed to such a
policy, then it is another B&trayal of the interests of the working
class having nothing in common with e Marxist policy. On the contrar
_ igcgi%ig;llcy;would be power polities and a capitulation of Stalin ys

r "

- But let us first assume that these rumors ar e -

~‘although the trade treaty and non-aggression pact irirgrﬁﬁﬁigiilﬁhat

_false and a further capitulation to imperialism, no secret military

. agreement exists, On this basis it must be understood that economic

-~ ald in the period of the wa®“to an imperialist power by the Soviet'
."Government (Stalin to Hitler) equals a. certain form of political. aid;

. and although this is not military aid in-the strict sense of the .- =
‘,;:;'{1, éggvggntheless }Ot does ATD THE MILITARY MOVES of German imperial- -

%o g-mperiali;i:;_ e - be "i_‘?"lslv‘?ly condemned .as further capitulation

- | "RED IMPERTALISM®
o But now, assuming et such a military agreement existe,
- . - . . ) - i ’ - e

;the_questlgn arises: Is.it wrong for theu30vie§¥0n§§n~?§n§a§§?§3§l~ '
‘more lsnd in the struggle ;ageinst border capitalist or semi~colonial

?cogntt¥¢8-b?h1nd which stand the forces of world imperialism? Or is

| @i inl e 10 these countriss snd-the*establishment oW Of

P P RN~ VX S [P R o PR LY ishment of Soviet : e

m@%uu.d+éllLaJCd”t0 the developing world federation of Sovig‘c,s(-}over'n
This-is the correct theoretical positions e

INTERVATIONAL NEWS

. o T et e .,_.A-.,:_.__Qu:b_ALL....,,the._A,impe-pi,a]_.,;i_ sts. R i i
netioning in the second im-- SR - ' - '

" the theoretical base. 'ss our Jaide today..

| T - PAGE 30.
'EXTRA - TERRITORIAL RIGHTS - - | <

. In this cormection, one vust remember the issue of the : - .

Chinese Eastern Raiiroad in lanchuria and the pelémics over this' -

- question, At that time, many ultra-lefts and cepltalist vriters:

claimed that this-policy represented.''red imperialism"y It iS'tnlé ,
that Soviets were not established in Manchuriaj:-that this was exXtra-:
territorial rights caryied over from the Czarist days. But its pur-

- posé and use by the Bolsheviks was exactly -the opposite of that of

the Czar, The latter used it as a penetrating wedge for the exploita 1
tion of China, Theé Soviets used it as a front -line trench to pro~ .~

- tect the Soviet Union against imperialism, and as a wedge to further

ald the development of the revolutionary struggle in China.to throw.

UnderfLeﬁin thié”was-fﬁe 1ihe'0fﬂmarch of the deietS-énd;

~the RednArmy, i.e., the extension of the October Kevolution, But

the betrayval of the Chinese Revolution under Stalin modified the

~relation. . Instead of being instruments of revolution, the Communist
" pParties became border patrols for Stalinismj and the -Chinese Zastern

Railroad also took on this gefensive ‘eharacter, This was due 10 the :
false Stalinist policy, and not to the 1]1and grabbing". ~In:the very .

_early stages.of the Left Opposition, Trotsky correctly .defended the }j

question of the Chinese ZSastern Railroad against Urbad;nS‘and*others.f

RED APMY MiRCHES

- Moreover, in 1019 when the Hungarisn Workers State under

' Bela Kun was isolated and besieged, the Red Army attempted to march -

through Rumania in-.order to help extend the revolution, "Similarlyy -
during the Civil War days the Red Army . marched inito- Poland in order- .
to. ‘extend- the revolution westward. e S -

| | T POLICIES

v 'The;abbve examples dfbsoviet'ektra-téfritérial-rightsfia~;“
‘one historic legson %het'can*befstuaied,in-twotphasese‘In'itsfhealﬁh

‘period under Lerin with a revolutionary policyj and now in ‘the period.

of its degereration under.=telin with his counter-revolutionary-poli
cies., Thus, & review.of thig question in the past period gives us"

'NEY TERATTORIAL: COWGUESTS OF THE SOVIETS .. ° - °

Let us‘assume,thét in the“imperialist'warfthe“éovieté?

'<.ah opportunity;to-extend;the:borders;of:ﬁhe4sovie@?UniGn;vas+§heﬁn
;Marxisthsay::1and—grabbing.aadgﬂredjimperigligmﬂsfv R Ry

'

yond.its present berders would be:correct, bt it
earried out on, the bagis of the fundan
ol 1te prOpenty: :

" From OUR STANDPOINT this extension’ of ‘the’Sovie
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{-.masses of “thls given country would overthrow the cap:.tallst system '
- with the aid of the Soviet State. (either openly or secretly or both) -

" and establish a Soviet. Government and affiliate to t.he developing
vﬂworld Soviet. center. ‘

of course, even here from our . s‘bandpo:.n‘c., a bltter strugglei'
would develop between the Marxists and the workers of the new Soviet

- against the burocracy in the present, warped Workers State. Thls,
however, is not ‘the problem at the moment

C.Al\T STALINISM CARRY THROUGH A RE.VOLUTION?

";cessfully lead a proletarian revolution, just as it 4s impossible -
~ for the leaders of the Second International to do sos_>0n the con-
- trary, the Stalinists are a brake upon the social revolution, Under

~ these’circumstances, what kind of land. extension would develop?
‘_‘_,»Would it be imperlailst? : _

We state” that St is impos:31bre‘for~the—stal%/\ni ste- ‘to -SuCs"

‘masses, in spite of and against Stallmsm, can overthrow their own
. capitailsts and then affiliate and become absorbed into the present
" WARPED Soviet ‘structure with Stalinism still in- control.
- to. digest this sector of former capitalist economy and the newly .
liberated masses into the present Soviet property relations would
intensify all the internal contradictions and sharpen the class™

“struggle within the Soviet Union, espec1ally to the degree that
,_V»Sta_L:LnJ.sm remalned in control

. . But_this 1ntens1ficatlon of ‘the contradlctlons of the
;.warped Workers State would-in no way IN ITSELF be a Sundamental -

social transformation of the re-establishment of a capltallst state |
: and a capltal:.st economy in the. Sov1et Unlon.

- This is true even W’.L'th the most negatlve varlant. ‘Let us
-;‘asgume that Stalinism would incorporate the new’ country or.part of
'@ country. BEAVING-INTACT the present capitalist property relations,
Even this IN ITSELF would not mean a return to a capitalist economy
and state in the WHOLE of the Soviet Union. It would indicate the
degree of degeneration of the Soviet Union under Stalinism and: would
most likely reveal that the FIiAL struggle between the funoamentally
antagonistic forces of Capitalism and Communism was at hand --- a_ . -
definite indication that either the bourgeoisie¥*would be able to - -
carry - through their social revolution against the property relations

f October, or. that the Soviet workers, with the aid of the world
.1etar1a%

uot-_,the Sov1eu Union, would be able to carry

lution against Stal:.nlsm .stem the attacks of world 1mper1al:|.sm,
evivify e HEALTHY Soviet structure. /%%%, especially Hitler
the _ever-growing and more powerful cap:.tallst ELEME:I\ITS 1n the

~negative v'rLart, ‘does not. vet DECIDE -THi PROCESS,

: . -not S
' AND THE S7473 .mm the DRo o VE 8 ect cf 't,he N If)”' 3Ty 11 M, —em CAN
It is theoreucally possible that the workers and oppressed o P ot e

o at om:o an '*:3“\ Coviet Ufl’Ou
The attempt .o

nismy it 1s not a Workers State, but at the same time,
. 'ig not a capitalist state. Others claim that it 1s not a Workers

and especially thoge of the given couniry being absorbed
through their political

© in any of its forms, or the ch’catorshl :
~ their bas:.s, ,_t.hey must shov-ﬁ_
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The :unportant questlon here involved is not t.he questlon |

| of whether it is correct for new territory to- be added to. the Soviet

Union., The important question is UPON WHAT BASIS IS THIS NEW TERRI-
TORY PEING IWCORPORATED? --- 1) the.overthrow of capitalism and. the .

 “egtablishmént of Soviets.on a healthy bagis; of 2) the overthrow of
'_}caoltallsm and the establishment of Soviets but with Stalinism ga;l.n-

ing -the upper hand over this section; or: 3) the addition of new

“ territory retalnlng its essential capltallst economy :with some modi- |
" fications??? (None of these issues involve the question of extra-

territorial rrghts, such as the Ch:l.nese Eastern Ra:.lroad, with wh:uzh': .
we dealt abov e ‘ L

SRS SRS S e

""hE DIRE(.T"’ON AND 'Ihu CHARAC'.EBR OF ’]HE PROCESS

This is the DmCISIV" questlon to determine the DIRuCTIOI\T

"‘be que stion .

of tgi PROCESS in the Soviet Union; but éven this, evern its most :

o*1e ol their dlI'eC't_'.C‘“l DUT of the CHARACT’“R oF TH CONOI»’Y '

be settladonly upon the ‘..*r ¢ of the meturirg :0liiiczl and soc:.al R
revoluticn. TZoih of thes  wienments will ke b ougrn oo the surface

PAR‘I‘ 11 -~ THE CHARACTZR OF THE SOVIET STATE IN THE LIG’H’i‘ oF -
HE TAEORZIICAL BASES OF MARXISM - -

r"hose who cla:.m to be l\uarxists and at the: same time- assert '

that the Soviet Union is not a warped Workers State, that it is not
~a fWorkers. State at all, present the follow1ng position: That al-

though the Soviet Unlon still retains 118" Drooerty relations- in g
cence, it is not a proletarian dictatorship today because of Stali-.

some say, it
State and definitely a capltallst state.

Those who pre sent either one of these "straddle- the-fenoe n

~ positions in between Merxism and ultra-leftism with their above= .

stated position automatically juestion ALL OF THE BASIC P’?J.IICIPLhrS
OF MARXIS“ .ihe following five rrincipled questions, as well as.

pI‘lnClpleb 1n the teeths

others, m" s e answerdd by theee people, or they k:.ck It:hese Marx::.st"

: 1~ If the Soviet Un:.on is no‘t a Norkers State a;nd not a
capltallst state, then what kind of a state is it? our ooeltion ot

. {his is that thepe is a WARPED Workers State resting upon what b

cally. remains of the October property relat:.ons‘ that Stalinism-

- @ cancerouwg. growth on the Soviet Union playing a .counter-revoluti

ary role, This flows from the Marxist principle that in- moderrf"}_i
ciety there can .only exist either the Dictatorshlp of the Bour

£ the vProlet riat,
' te
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- 2« What. determines the character of the state? The cor- .
.rect position on ‘the quéstion of the character of the state, regard-
~ less of its form, is that it is determined by the mode of production

,
" _the property relations, This basic Marxisp tenet refers to the char--

acter of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat and the Dictatorship of
- the Bourgeoisie, not the FORMS of these two states, - But those who
. have the posltlon that the property relations are hot cgpitalist are
- therefore in the basic contradiction of trying to explain how the

. Character of the state can be dlfferent than the mode of producuon\
on vhich it rests, .

p “3="Related to~ th1s what are the laws of the capltallst
‘mode of’ productlon and thelr relation to Transition Economy? ‘"’hls '
‘question, involving. the basic issues of the three volumes of CAPITAL
“are presented in the May issue of the MARXIST, We therefore have the.
right to ask the advocates of the above position: If the character of
“the state, on YOUR basis, is different than the mode of production, .
{'"what is 1ts relation to the capitalist mode of production? - '
o v -
4 Does a NEW historical class exist in the Soviet Un:.on,
or does a re-established CAPITALIST CLASS exist there? We answer:
_theése questions in the negative and then show in our materizl-the .-
* development of thée '"mew" capitalist STRATUM and its increased pres-
“sure on Stalinism; how the Stalinist apparatus is honey-combed vith
“this element and how .the whole structure, under this pressure, and.-

~its world caplta,llst base, is shifting to the right‘and is perilously

“near the brink of capitalist. restoration. But since the advocates = .
" of the above position do not accept our posltlon, they must show
' HOW the mnew capitalist CLASS exists, what is its material base in

Soviet somety, and vhat is-its relatlon to the character of the
- _state. ' v _

. 5- Can state power be obtalned by reform or revolutlon?
',_-,;»On this baslc question we state fundamentally thet the seizure of
. STATE power can only be. through rew lution, that the proletariat
“can’ only seize state power through the. revo lutionary overthrow of
‘capitalism, And the same applies to the overthrow of the ‘orkers
-State =--~ it can: only be accompllshed by a cepitalist (counter)
‘rewolution. But since our opponents do not believe that the-Wor-
Kers State exists, they are _Le.'.lnltely implying that it has been
destroyed by REFORM, This is also a fundamental revision of HMarx--
iismzc and gives grist to the theoretical mill of the social refor-
S’

mists who wish to reach soc:1a11sm through the gradual reform of
capltallsm. E o o - S

o ‘Ihe above 'flve pr1n01p1ed questions as well as othérs must
o_t only be answered by those with the sbove-stated position, tut.
must also be immediately answered by those who believe that the
Workers State no 1onger exists 1n the Sov1et Unlon.

tarian revolution in Russia,.that there was onl

" leftism which the former feeds, the revoluld
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. ULTRA-LJ:.FT ECLmC'l\_[C.ESM

The "real" ultra-lefts, by means oi‘ eclecticism and no'b

'dlalectlcs, take care of these fundamenu 2l contradcitions with' one

stroke of the pen, They blithely state that there. never was ‘a prole-
a bourgeois revolu- .
tion, that a Workers State never existed, that it was always a capi- '
talist system znd a capitalist state, This is a very simple and
convenient process; = but those who thus shut their eyes to histerical

- peality and negate the basic premise of the October Revolution can

hzve their simplicity in peace, We argue here only on the basic -
premise;, And those who hold the' "meither-nor" position should here

.take cognizance of where it is 1eadlng them, For on the basis of - -
. the acceptance of ihe basic premise of the Ocuober Revolutlon, Lhey
- are obligated- to answer agbove listed pr1n01olec. questions.in accore

dance with the princinlés of e I‘XlSTn‘ ‘or they must renounce thelr '
claim to bemg Iv;aI‘.‘{l"'tS,

B . In the face of the Stclmlst I"eV1SlOIllS!!1 and the ultra-'

ionary Marxian position on
the Soviet Union is objectively standing the test., Sometimes our

emotions+ tell us one thing, as they do gbout trade unions and trade

‘union burocrats, as they 3 now. abéit betrayal after betrayaly the-
- Stalin-Hitler Pact

etc, --~ but these subgec tlve reactions do no'b
determine obgectlve realtitys regson and :Cacts do thls and glve us
the cor:gect analysls and posi blO.(l.' :

| sepi_:ember_ 5," -193§ . "
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HO\/\/ TO DEFEND
THe SOVIET UNlON

: : (Edl‘oors' Note: This is a resolution adopted over a year'
-ago -- August 74 I938 -- by the Political Coumittee of the Revolu-
-t:!orwarv Workers League on the _ defense of “the Scviet Umor.,

et
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a~ The’ polltical and organlzational :nndependence of the revolu-v"w
tlonary Marxian orsrazuzatlon.

- Revoluﬁ.onary Defeatlsm in 21l capitallet oountrles, no mat-»

-ter whlch slde of the struggle thev are ONe

c- Help the Russlan I\Larmsts bu;ld a Marxian Party in ’rhe Sov*et

d— For Sov:.ets, a genul"ie Red Army al'ld workers democracy~

L the Sov1et Unions - - , L

** * * de ko ***' RkoAk kKK A *wop ek A 4* *'*=:<=i< kK Kk * »*
S 1- When the Soviet Union mll be part of an armed oonfllct,
either due to an imperialist invasion, or with Staliniem as an ally
. ‘of one group of imperizalists asgainst another group of 1mper1a11sts,
the-war will have a two-fcld character: -As an-imperialist war with
& Stallmsm as an ally of one group, it will be anvimperialist war .
“with elements of revolutionary war. As a war of de"epse against
_.f_imperlallst attack of the Soviet Union, it will be a reVolutlonary
war with elements of the imperialist conﬂ“llct, The contradcitory
»'pOSJ.thIl of the Sov1et Unlon Drlngs forth th:l.s condltlon.

: It is the purpose of the harmsts in all cases EO DEVELOP THE
STRUGGLE INTO A GENERAL REVOLUTION ’W‘I hAR TO STRE“TC'HIEN A,ND n.X'.IEND
‘I’I—E OC'IOBLR IL.VOLUTION. :

2—- Unconditional Def‘ense means the COMP ET‘E: suoport of Stallnlsm

;'1n pe iods of military strugg gles revolutlonary defeatism means that .

one considers the Soviet state and army bourgeois and stryggles .
against it as in a capitalist countxyj however, the position of con-
ditional defense means: the defense of the Soviet Union against the
imperialist invasion. and the imperialist agents within the Soviet

Union -~ the Stalinists and . otherse In a war Stalinism will be &
i..‘brake upon the Seviet Unlon sven more so than 1t is uoc'lay.

3 “If the polltlcaxl reévolution agalnst Stallnlsm is not completed
before the war develops, then the partlc:tpa“blon of the Soviet Union -
in-that war will enlarge all the contradictions within, and will
lead to a violent solution of these antagonisms, The Russizn massesg:

with guns ir hand ‘will be more thanaumhch for b‘tallm.sm and other
uch . enem*es of the prolotarlat.

B The main line for condn.“clonal defense of‘ the Sov1et Union

the }m%e%enderrb worklng c:lass acuon, 1nternatlonally and 1ns1fie
ovie m._ AU : s

" 1ished. However,

se Red Arm under Stallnism is warped and used Dy the buro-
crac:y‘qr.“:'orrl:l 811t1-\!0r}':>11.-r1g +lass ends. But as a fed Army. it is based on-
the proletarlan propeety relations and will have . mll‘llons of armed: -
workers in its ranks. It is not a .boL.rgeois armys. We are for 1nde-—
pendent class actlon 1nslde and outslde the Red Army. , -

We are agalnst calllng on the workers at all times to join the ;

‘Red Army,. - We are equally zgainst calling on the workers a2t all.

'hether

not to join the Red Army. It is a tactical question v ;

E;xég‘f' certaan circumstances we call for joining the Red Army or whe-

ther under other c1rcumstances, we Cc..l.l apon the \uorkers not to .30111 :
the Red ATy e o _

Bur perspectlve is to organize w’orkoro W!I111t1as wberever we can'

3 n'..,
trengthen and extend the October Revolution; cnd. vihiere we are in.
' 1’é?xes_’iedngArmy we work for womcerc democracy and’ Souets.

healthy Red- Army should always be backed up by 1rregulars or .

: Workers Militia forcesj even in ecircumstances where we favor joining

Do -
e Red Army workers militias and partisan Bands must be esta
e : n those places where we favor 301Illng the Red. |
Army we do not pose the workers mllltlas as 1nstrumenus counter \.;O
the Red. Army

The revolutlomsts work W“bhln the Red’ Army of Stallnlsm to .
transform it into. a geruine Red 4rmy based upon-industrial stmcture;
and with genulne c=olc11(—:'rs demo cracy agalnst the Stalinist officers
caste, The SOlOleI’S \,ozm‘. tiees musT regaln control of the **ed Army

In. other places where Stalmn.sm or other counter-revolut.lonary
forces cannot be disladgedy where the Red@ Army cannot be- trensforme
into a genuine class 1nstrumen'b, and vhere the Red Army becomes the

. disguise -for these enemy forcess it will be necessary to constitu

Workers Militias t6 carry cut the defense of the Soviet Un:.on a-
.gainst these unitse

&~ Materlal Ald to t.he Red Army

- Ihe Marx:.s’cs mus
natlonalls‘t.s and the.




- enti-vorking class forces,

| TWIERNATIONAL FEWS PAGE 2.7
_._ﬁew' Communist Party. B

" Where workers organizations not under ithe control of the Marx-
. ists, are willing to give material aid to the “oviet Union, the
.. Marxists shall: Clearly state the policy of confitional defense,
" Endeavor through representatives to see that this aid goes to the
. left forces fighting on an independent class line against imperialism
“ ‘and. the.Stalinist agents. ] D S :

, , Where the Marxists are unable to carry through this policy, as
. '@ general rule we do not oppose these workers sénding aid to the.

- Soviet Union, but the forces working for independent class action -
viork to obtain this material, Under specific conditiouns, as excep-

‘_._ v*tio_ris_,_ cpnsidering the conecrete stage of the struggle against _sqc-a'l;ig_f:

~“nism and other counter-réevolutionary . forces in their struggle aga:i.n-s-t~
- the workers and peasants, we shalln_ fight against chipments to ‘these -

. Above 2ll, condifionati defense mezns in each concrete situa- -
tion the defense of.the. Soviet Unicn against ALL imperialists and. ..
.the._lr a_ger_lts_ in ._‘l;he Soviet Union, ti: Stalinists and others. -

. RED FRONT NEWS—ARRELTE

L oo X P N L il Wi P e
~ REPRESENTATIVE TO L.C.C.
S - We-have just learned from the Red Front comrades that
- several of their comrades were arrested just prior to the opening
" of the Second Imperialist War in -one .of “the Scandinavian countries
. and others were arrested in Germeny. This has Tforced them to alter
. some of their plans and to reorganize their forces, The outbreak
 of war has placed the greatest of burdens upon their shoulders,’

. 'The arrested comrades outside of Germany have already been deported

" %o .another country, but we do not know the fate of the comrades

" arrested in Germany. -- R ' S - ‘

v . In spite of these difficulties the representative of the

"Red Front has informed us of the selection of a temporary represer-

- "tative to the Provisional International Contact Commission, a com-

- rade who will be. able in a short time to function in America with
the Commissions - , R T

The action of the Red Fronmt in taking steps to strengthen

‘the International work in this hour of crisis reveals the true inter-

nationalism of the-German affiliate of the INTERATIONAL  CONTACT
'COMMISSION in -their struggle 1o overthrow Hitler, = - L

R TR Tﬁe"aﬁfiliated Organizatiqh.inlgreat'gritain and the o
United States will carry out the same-.line to turn the im
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- Dear Comrade:

pseudo-revolu tionary opposition,

perj,‘ali',st .

IR T "'P“-‘G'.*’;,'?S"
 LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA -~

THE .miLITANT.je:omCERs GROUP OF AUSTRALIA TO THE R.W.L. & I.C.C,

Editbré' Note: The .fol]._ovqing is the reply of the Mili.t,aii_t“

.‘ .Workers'-Group' of Australia to the letter of the R.W.L, which vas-

issued at the time the Fourteen Point Programatic Declaration was

fPipst circulateds By the>time this letter was received, the Provi- -

sional INTSREATIONAL CONTACT COMMISSION was ‘zlready. functioningj
 and the reply, therefore, to tae M,#.G, is from the IL.C.C,

ok ok Rk R bk Okkiok okekkk sk kfokokk ORoRkk ook kk Rk ¥ k¥ &

Reyolutionary Workers League of U.S. ) e
The Secretary o ' -

- ‘Please accept our apologies for the delay in ‘replying -
+to your comnunication iof lMay 22nd. It was essential for us to dis-

© cuss ‘this matter thoroly before replying., Thru this discussion we
* ' peached the foilowifig conclusions: The R.W.L, must be informed re

our group that we are smail in numbers, have little finance, and .

“have no influence as vet on the labor movement in this country. Ve
‘are in fact & nucletis organization, " We have exceptional possibili- .-
- ties for growth in Brisbane by reéason of the fact that we are the

only left group functioning here, In the Southy in -Sydney and Mel--
bourne, there are several groups:.S.L.F., Socialist Party, TeWeWay
Trotskyists (two varieties) and others, Here the organizations with-
a working-class orientation eres.the-A.L.P, vhich is now and has - -
been for years, whe€ State government party; the Protestant Labor~
Party formed recently ostensibly to combat the predominating Catho-
1lie influence in the official- Labor Earty, ~The Stalinists who have:
been gaining in jnfluence lately; our group. So at least we have no.

: 'A"néthez} 'point that must be brought to your ;attezition is

 that altho individuals may proclaim themselves liarxists, we do not

" pefer to our group as a Marxist organization, But this does not. .-

. ‘mean that as a group we are opposition to ‘the teachings .of Marx and .
 Engels in any particular, e have the example of the -Stalinists,.

“‘the Trotskyists and others.claiming to be prophets of the only true

Wiarxisn-Leninism', and we have noticed that the-use of the term is

only too frequently to screen the introduction of policies and tac-

‘ties inessential to, and at variance with, the teachings of Marx-
Engels, No criticism of the R.¥W.L. is herevith intended. :

' Re your program of,'four'téen-péinté:,
_ We disagree on points._z' ‘and 5,

' We agree with reservations on points.les, deleting
ion of the October Revolution, as - do. not regar
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: 31a as a workers state, P01nt 9 we would like. to hear in grea ter
.detail your views re -the formation of Workers Councils: we think -

~that many divergence s-from-the methods used in Russia would be neces-

sary 1n the 1n’t.erest?s of worhers democracy. Sme*'re—Pmnt-—l e

Ve agree with all other Points, esae01ally 4, 6, 75 and 8,
prov1ded That the words "Revolutionary Communisn" may De always. SLb'_"'V

stituted for- "Mar}asm" and "Yevolutlonary Connﬂunlst" for "Iuarxlst"
or "Mar&an“ '

e do not consider that 'bnese d1 ferences should sepa:f‘ate
our organlzatlons,

organlzatlon’ aind we would readily oartlclpape% in .the Provisional
Covltact Commiss 1on provided ’chat Wwe may obtain the agbove- oplnlorls

.as a minorlty and that participation will not prevent our pursuance
of comradely relatlo'ls with the LRWP &nd p0331b1v vnth the Iuem.cdn o

group mat has bro&en with the. TI’O‘tSkJ1°‘tS. -

Re the remark e eectarlanlsm 1n’ the 1etter to Z...“A...;.
~this was made for the purpose of" argumert (we ‘said in the.letter

< Myithowt prejudice", i,e., temorarlly, for the sake of discussion,).

“We' 0 not regard the R.V/.Ls as sectarian, ip,fact we have no. OPPOT='
tunity for forming such an opinion as we have had ‘gontact. with

your corgenization only by correopondence, and your material does not

Justlfy a charge of secterianism, You have an approach common to

"most Marxist organizauuns that is dogmatlc, but not a proof ov" 13011-
tlcal sectarlanlsm. S oo

e

Am sendlng you more papers by ordlnafy mall.

. Comradely, . e

_ _ , . ' ' (s...gnedi Ve Qeea

' ' . : -Secretary |
PeSe Perhaps it is as Well +0 add that on the p01nts on which we-

- do not as yet agree with the R.Y. L., we remain open to conviction

- that your views are correct, .So far, especially on Point 5 re Rus-

- gla, we camnot see that you are rlgh% “While we do not-refer to ‘the
- Soviet Union as a capltallst state, we.do not see how, in view of
- the proven facts of +the oppression and exploitation of the Russian

- masses, workers and ‘peasants, by the burocracy, the. Sov1et Union
.can’ be’-/regarééd as a workers state. In fact, it seems unwise to s

refer to'it. ione of us claim to be theoreticians, but we' feel cn t

what is needed is some mnew designation to apply to Russia, think

I have "informed you - that e agree. with you in the essentlals of the
',pollcy to be adopted taowards Ti*ussm 1n tne event of ‘war,

Re Pom.t 2, our ob,)ectlon is not to the nece331ty for the
Revolutlonary Communist organization remaining politically and or-
ganrzatlonally 1ndependen of other orgsnizations, and being -inter-
natlonal 1n program ano orga‘uzata.on (vre rresume 'I:hat nec%essary L

we regard.the R.W,L. as a revolutlonary communist -

-
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L e s to meet ) rded as per-
: jons to meet local needs ‘and condltlons are regaz |
-—gﬁlsi’gi%?)s. _But the peragraph in question (Point 2) gives the im-

“iikelihco@ of" a—repet1t10n~ovf~—the organ—l—zatlonal—error,
plazgs]f-‘g?' igsiance jn-the first years of the wor kers_ Party in th]f-'sthe
country when the ‘v.P. ‘set out to be orgenizatichally a re%l:.ca o o
Communist Party in miniature, We think that the whole *qutsglﬁ of
the organlzatlonas. a*')parlaltus and Lﬂgtéllogsv‘lxraég;rltloaeﬁ} qﬁr?l n;atha?o . c?uev-‘

nd overhauling, v
fgéoréﬁédgggéﬁﬁﬁ unification gnd centrallsm, the no less essentlal
democ"acy \r.x.thln the orge wuzatlon is not Jeoparnzeé. .

C‘LISSlOYlo

"Je have vour materlal on’ the L R V.P. whlch 1s under dls-

' r tn.e ﬁuestlon of the ca,/ is 'bhe »Tatlonal ueglster. :
There was, gegiod dezl of -oppoeition when the flegister: xzas f%]r st )
suggested " %Yeén the A.C.T.Us. (Australian Council of: ‘hadethnlons ._
steoped 1n and announiced that they-would very kindly 1eag o S oppo--,..,.
gition, ~ The Laborites and btallnlsts vho make up the A. ec.i % .
started a boyeott. campaign by ‘means of which ‘bney ‘have manag

. gtifle most of the enthus1asm. , lTow tnev geem to he prepc.rlng :E'or

a.n i‘ngenlous betrayal. V Q- -
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. 1mpmrtance to state the CFARAC‘ER of the Sov1e'b State, lest your
" position be used an uybrella for ell sortsof elements~ both those
| who are anc those who are not-for the. c:efense of the Sov.tet Unions

: I‘TTERNAF ONAL OOT\T TACT COML“I:»SIONH
o Secretary . L A August 12, 1939
Militan% Workers Group, ' )
'Australla I
e ) o \X '4
Dear Comrade Q.... :

sent your letter and this proposal for action to the affiliated

‘groups not yet having representatives in:the Center,
ing to the se

ctions that this position on the Militant Workers Group
. ..be adopted:

_that at the present stage your group be- considered a..

sympathetic organizatibn “to the Provisional INTERNATIONAL ONTACT
. COMMISSION; that we continue’ the discussion’ started for clam.*“lca—
: tn.on and bas1c agreement, .on our po en.tn.ons. .

1 :The Russ1an f‘uestlon i

- " Your' 1etter presents & pos1t10n on 'the Sov:.et
Um.on which stated that although you do not consider the Soviet.

- Union to. have a vworkers state, at the same time you are convinced.
“that it is not a capitalist s{;a‘t'e.

Furthermore, you state that you
agree with our pOSl‘blon on the polmy t.oward the Sov:n.et Umon in -
tbe event of Wal's -

. We are glad that in regard to these two funda~ °
' mental asped:ts of the question, you hae defined your pos:.tlon, mt

wwe would like to kmow what your vosition is in regard to other equal~

1y fundemental aspects of the- questlon. Other'wn.se, it is difficult
' A“oo ‘make a comple e evaluat.x.on. . _

, : As yet you have not Suated What KIND of a sta‘te
‘exists in the Soviet Union, Since you present the position that it

- is neither workers nor capitalist, you should state what kind of a -
- gtate you think it is. From our standpo:mt there-can exist no =
“STATE in between the Dictatorship of the’ Bourge01s.1e and the Dicta~
‘torghip of the Proletarigt, Not in form, but in ONTENT, it must
s;.be elt:her the one or the. o‘c.her in’ the present perlod. o ~.
- , In answemng this quest:.on it is essentlal for
your orgenlzation to detefmine what you think are the property rela-
“%iond.in the Soviet Union, A reply to this question will deternire

_ur pos:.t:u.on on the kind oﬁ a state that exists 1n Jthe Sov1et Unione

: From our point of view it is mnot only necessary
to’ eal Wwith. the DIRECTION that the Soviet Union is moving in, but

.We agree ‘mththyou 100/6 that the Sov:.e't. Unn.on' "

le'ss e-n.t is o:E‘ thefutmost

- CONTACT COMMISSION speafs of

- -1_ations, no matuer what tbe forms of that st

‘We have your letter of the 20th of July and have

We ‘are propos—

structure. '

. for lomng or short pemods by a buro crat
-1nterests of tne capl ballat classe’

It is in this 11ght that the PP ov:.s:.onal II\“IERHATI&\I ~--~~—’
the Soviet Unisn as a wapped Workers. -
State. The character of the state is determined by. the property re- -

ate may temporamly be. -

The . Prov1s1onal INT"m‘ATIO TAL CONTACT COHLIISSION presents
the posn.tlon that the basic aspects of the October property: relatlons
still remain, in spite of the inrovads of the capitalist sector of .
economy. This determines for us the basic. asnect of the questlon of
the dictatorship: that a D:Lctatorshlp of the Proletariat exists in

-.the.Soviet Union,..~This economy. and. its. Su&te are. undermlned, warp
= and degenerated under a'ballnlst hegemony

But to complete t:he pro cess, which is rapldly approachlng -

@ climax, a social revolution is needed. To oust the cancer of St

‘nism, on theother hand, the proletariat must carry through ‘a politi
“cal: revglutlon.

Soviet. mion are-increasing their pressure upon Stalinism,
- as the Bgent of. the 1mperia11sts &t the present moment, used against
the world revo utlon, 1s ranldly -Tosing ground to the more open agent,

In tlas process, the bpurgeois elements. m.thln th
Stalinism

‘But as yeu the s alimsts atill domlaate the Sov:LetEState;

‘The state under tbe btellnlst strang? ehold ig used agaihst
the interests of tne prolk tariats gust as bourgeois. states under
Aictatorial regimnes in developing and cicay capitalism have been u a

¢ force agalnst the hls‘torl

'I'he Soviet State: has*

‘generatlon. T+ has not been uged as a driving pressuré to oVverco

the. international and. internal contradictions confronting ‘the S0V
Union after the Cctober eslutlon. It can remain at its present.ux
stable stage only for & shord 'werlod. Its direction is towards ca

talism, but its CHARACTER, .Nseﬂ on 'the property relatlons, is ‘bha't}
of a &Jorkers State. _ _

The first issue of II\I RlM"‘IOnAL NEWS presents a pos:.’c:.Qn
on the question of worierd. danocracy under the Soviets which we e

Gorse, . A document on How W Defend the Soviet Union will be pu

‘lisned in the second issue. These document.s clearl.,r define t.he"'
questlon you speak of, - S

- In: the do cument on Norke_rs
TR - % WORKING CLASS
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ER oo It is uhforvtuhwe, that the Soviét Union is cb'mpliCate’d with
so many contradictions- that confuse the issue, Taking power in a

|~ -country-predominantly peasanty;a backward country, has created a ba=

sic contradiction which it has not overcome; a contradiction which. .

. the siezure of power in an advanced country will not have, The ina~-

.. bility ofthe World proletariat to EATEND THZ OCTOEZR REVOLUTION to

. “one or more, advanced countries created a second contradiction of ma-

-Jor import which in turn opened the door for the more favorable re- -~

iation of forces.of DECAYING capitalism vs, RISING proletarian power,

A . An exploiters state comes into being AFTER the economic

.. might of .the new exploiter class has firm
“womb "of- the 0ld society,-

. INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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3. Are We liarxists?

1y established itself in the §
An exploitersmstatetcallsgfqrethemdefensefM‘“"

' % ' ' ition % ve are Marxists, We
We have presented the position that we a i

' fnd ' i i foun=
have rejected the term Marxist-Leninist, ete, Our tlieoretical

i 0f Meryism in the present period..
Gation represents the concretization -of lial ~the 1

| Therefore it is the most logical term to use to designate us, This -

Y - - , L:) .'1 ‘lg - S

" do not see the need of a policy of replacing the»tgrmiMarxistAw;th'.
| Revolutionary -Communist, - We use bqﬁh. -

-~ .of the exploiting minority and the subjéction of the exploited major-
ity The new exploiter can. carry .over decisive aspects of the pre-
"~ vious state of_the diqused exploiter, L : .

. - 'The proéletarian state must be differente It cannot use ‘the
© "exploiters state., It must tear it to the ground, ' It must construct
“a'new tyme of state, The proletarian economic do : I
~of production does not preceed. the building of the new s 3 rather
.f;;theieconomic,contrblvandmreconstrpgtion can only be carried_out-

. ‘through the seizure of state power, T
S The historical and material differences i
exploiters state and the workers state and economi

- rades to confusion on the qiestion of dete

‘THE DICTATORSHIP QF THE PROLETARTAT, '

lead.many com~

S The niew. state cannot rise above the economic level, Back~ -
- ward economy will recreate.bourgeois-fbrms, and if not fought against,
~will ‘finally overcomé the advamce,. - . R
. .- _ The agreement of the Militant Workers Group of Austrslia
end the International Contact Commission on the ‘question that the
~‘Soviet Unibniis”nd’”a.capitalististate,fand on.how to defend the-
" Soviet Union-is. a Basis for further discussion and  clarification, ,
 ~Toward tliis end we elaborate our position and awalt your ansiwer, -

"2~ The ‘Political and Organizational Independence of the
- Rewolutionary liarxian Organization o
oo .. On this question.your organization states that you fear _
~_there may be some :disagreement, -But you -do not state on what aspect -
: ion,. an esent sufficient material to indicate
r where it may -develop, At the same
; the opinion that the whole question
of .organization. apparatus and m

O 4 : a1 ethod will bear reconsideration and.
orrection, = We would like you to present your position on this

v

~wheré this disagreement may be o
~time you state that you are of

minatiOn:%gd control
ta

“this aspect of the
rmining the CHARACTER OF |

e -Qur-Agreement -on- Basic Questions - - T

Your t1 aling wi . Fe "Pﬁiﬁté'of the Provi- -
o four letter dealing with thée Fourteen ; R A
ibn&l IRTE%N%TISN&L'OOHTACT QOMMISSION clearly shows that upon tle_:
S [ _ NS £

. . . . . - . s ~,Ihe_ .. ,
. other basic points, your organization is in full agreement,

' ith the | Ltd 1. revo~
: sation rith the correct position on. rev
- our organization agrees with the correct po: iy
{a%}oggat %efeatiim'infthe‘present prg-war+pefloqd;s %1?Zﬁ§tepyg§r E
slig; " Thé Commission, replying to your letter and publisiling jour
*

letter and this reply, does so with the sim.of further. dlscussion - .-

and clarification of these éifferences.-» L IR

 Comradely,

 (signed) Hugo: Oehler

(sign -. _for the
DL ~ Provisgional =
- INTERWATIONAL CONTACT. COLMISSION ..

B R Y (VR O TR S R
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