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“we were to believe these petty bpungeois'charlatans,

 upon them merely by burying their heads in the ground. _
. ately, the storm hits also th=revolutionary'elements, ;andﬁmakes“'

- their task a thousand times more difficult.

_disintegration of  the whole movement, _
" tants who still retain their courage ‘and fighting spirit, who are
ready to assimilate .

. chism. .
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‘It is an almost; terrifying fact that. the defeat of the

_Spanish revolution. - the greatest proletarian struggle in the last

decade =~ is passing over .the,labor-mqvement,':including:even,the;
majority of the revolutionary groups, with practically mo attempt

at an evaluation of the lessons of this. struggle,' no attempt to--

discover the causes of the-defeat,-fnor-tqueriously'look ahead to

1,.% correction of the fatal errors in-preparation-fqr the,struggles

N
'

: ‘Thé.bffiéialg leaderShips.bf_ the Socialist Party, the

hope to hide their own crimes.

of the”working:class;.Lﬁthe‘WOrkers'did.not-reSpond:P
But none of these movements can avert the storm that is
-Unfortun-

<

The problem in Spain is to draw;tagethe;, out of the

r to a ’ the errors of the past, break Wwith them, and
. regroup themselves 1into a-new organization with a clear and bold

revolutionary program.

. ¢

Do TheﬁSpanish;militanis-are moving forward in\this_direc;»:7
tion, even though with small steps and gropingly. . The . "Friends of @

‘Durrutti," a left Anarchist group, which displayed its revolution- -

‘ary timbre in the May Days in 1937, has put the knife to the whole

Anarchist movement with its merciless cr%&icism‘of:offiCial'Anarf

of the few forces.on the Spanish scene which has attempted a ser-
ious analysis of the revolution and-its'défeat.'»The,movement\will,
‘benefit greatly with’ a clearér general unﬁ?%Standing*of'the-events
jand.theirlessons, if this auspicious beginﬁ;gg[is followed up.

thosé revolutionary milie

{ now for the most part functioning illeg- -~
~ally and in exile, are satisfied to repeat.the old slogans and po-
msitions‘-andzto'throwrthe~=majorhreSponsibilityVon Stalinism. By
- pointing at ,the_COunter-*revolutionary,course_of;StaliniSm, _they. - -
Thé- rest of the responsibility, if .

is the fault

. The problem is to recrystallize a Marxist

"force. . . o Vo

_ _ ‘The material which this group has ‘alreédy'issued reveals
_healthy strides forward, toward revolutionarylcommunism. ~Ff 1s one "

Within the POUM, too, ferment and' discontent in the

vanks has thrown to %he surface left wing forces.

-

"
'
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R document -signed by Jose Rebull which presents,
of the internal struggle within the POUM,\ .an analys is of the fun- -

-dated May 25th,
_ - They are’ the‘ result of, mature reflectlons wh1ch were first .ex-.
- pressed’ in organized form in the internal bulletins of theé POUM in~
the pre-convention discussion in April and hay of 1937.
_erial was later translated and published in English by the. Revolu-'

't10nary Workers ‘League (in the FOURTH INTERNATIOHAL, now the'

MARAIST, October, 1937, Volume 2, NoQ\lB)

- presented in these internal bulletins by the left

Days.

‘different

f‘agalrst fascism,
policy of the leadership and the reaffirmation of the line of pol-: -
jitical and’ organizational independence of the revolutionary *en—xﬂ_
guard ‘the document stands on solid ground and presents clear; po- -
For a fuller dlscusslonj
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to the burocratic convention of a degenerate leadership, the left.
wing' has 1laid down a challen*e to the whole program, policy and.

organization of the POUM., We are glud to be able to publish the

damental questions of the revolutlon._ In publishing the "document,

. we wish to add a few words concern1ng 1ts background and to ex-
press our opinion of. its positions. - B

“in this document,’
suddenly d1scovered 1ssues..

* The analyses' and mater1al presented
1939, are not '"new,"

N A broad unbr1dgeable gulf existed between the pos1t10ns
rﬁg forces, and

theé positions and pollc1es of the leadershlp., But ‘the development

- of the struggle was cut short,- by the ‘turn of events after the May-
Two days before the national Congress set for June 17, 1937_
.the POUM was. aeclared 1llegal and dr1ven underground. ' -

;\ C

e Four months later, ‘on October 27 1937, Jose Rebull: pre-'.
j sented to -the POUM, Central Committee

in barcelona,- a resolution
summar1z1ng the pon1t10ns of the pre-conventlon days, . ‘and indicat-

1ng how the developments since had decisively affirmed the correct~
‘ness of these views..

This resolutlon,
and- c1rcu1tous routes, was
States..

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL Vol 3, No. ll.

travellng by underground
"six . months in reach1ng the Un1ted

.‘ de
\

f* The present document although Wr1tten under ent1rely

-c1rcumstances and .coming out of - another« country in
Europe--France, presents essentially the same political pos1t10ns
as' the earlier ones. :
power and the-state, the character

the liay Days,

of the war,
“the rejection of the tall——éndlst

sitive revolutionary Marxian principles.-
of thesé - and many other positions we refer our readers to the.
above—named issues of the FOURTH ILTERNATIONAL. ‘ o
R T : L \}- v
Pos 1bly for tact1cal reasons,} in consideration of the
c1rcumstances and aim of the present document

\

through the prism-

.~ This nmat-: -

It was pub11shed in Engllsh in theJuly 1938 issue of the e

On'the ‘fundamentsl quest ous of the road to -
the struggle .

the questions of

_f1rst two documents

_are not discussed.

.feat1sm.1

:."workers"demooracy"
“iat, which is called the “d1ctatorsh1p of the party. o
revealed what was meant by thlS "Workers' democracy" 1n 1ts cap1t~.mm;m‘ .

ZLUEﬁmnTIONAL NEWS_

'1mper1alist 1ntervent10n and the role of Anglo-French 1mper1allsmv
We are of the opinion that a brief discussion

of this. point along the lines of the resolution to the Central
Committee a year ago, could have strengthened the present document
and have furthered the understanding of the POUM milltants. ‘
Certa1n of the errors which found expression in the
are repeated here. Chief among these is the
wrong evaluation of. the’ "POUM as hav1ng been a Marxist force up to
the July 1936 insurrection.
had a ; centrrst position from the beginning on revolutionary de~
"lt~stood for "crrtical support"
Soviet Union, in the event of 'imperialist attack. It stood for

‘Later, it

- ulatlon tO'the PeOple s Front.

" g line of organic unity,

T . were ra1sed by  the civil war..

" was. . unable to lay down an independent working class line,

- ‘to take the 1eadersh1p,
o PeOple's Front,
rect struggle on the

<the relations of the party .to these organs,- etCe

 within the POUM,

. cises the POUM pos1t10n for "defense
:unfortunate manner of merely criticizing the POUM pos1t10ns, ‘but.
failing to clearly coud erpose. & correct- pos1t10n on a problem of
such key importance, tends to confuse rather than to clarlfy. On

It had & false line on the road to bulldlngvthé party =-
fallure to understand centrism, affilia-
tion to the London Buro.

unable
fa11ed +to understand: the character of the

obviously interrelated questlons of the road

to power, - such as establishing the organs of power, .determining

centr1st from 1ts birth._

- This evaluatlon of the POUM before the insurrectlon as -
Marxist is a serious error that ¢an 'have he gravest conséquences
o should it become part of “the pos1t10n of a new force.
- a constant source of weakness and cap1tulat10n.
‘important because. the left Wing forces are still =~
it Will be a stumbllng block . "

all ‘the more
Until correct
across the\path of the1r struggle.

A lack of clar1ty on the questlon of\ the Soviet
(P01nt 9 in the document) makes jtdifficult to Speak defin1tely
“on. this matter.
‘role of the*SOVIET UhION
cracy which dominates the warped workers' state.
of the USSR."

t thén criti-
Th1s\h1ghly

\. .

-

'¢%4§L/{T;‘

4
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to Sta11n1sm in the

as aga1nst the d1ctatorsh1p of the proletar-f"

capitulated found .it impossible to conduct a COr-

The POUM wasj

It would be -
This - questlon is

Union,

‘The document denounces the counter-revolutlonary'
. w1thout speaking of the Stalinist buro-

f

‘But the POUM was never Marxist. It,":

This false line on the road to the party_l .
broke the neck.of the POUM when the questions.of the road to power . -
"The POUM tail--ended the CNT-FAI,:




“this questlon the earlier documents were much stronger.x

INTERNATIONAL NEWS___

Internal Bulletin of April, 1237, and the resolution by Rebull to
the CC in October 1937, both speak of the Soviet Union'as a warped
workers' state. We quo+e from the latter resolution: "Toward the
USSR we must have a position of tconditioned delense, analogous
\to that which we have tovard the present war 1in Spain. We support
theUSSR insofar as it is revolutionary, ‘which 1mplles a f1erce
&flsht a%alnst the. Stallu1°t leadership.” : :

Ny
Nt

We- Would add to th1s,

: revolutlonarj Marxist party in the Sov1et Unlon.

and - lay down a bold liarxian program,

i turnlng 901nt..

The left wing

nities and’ ‘great tasks. If they can consolidate, theirranks poli-

—tically-and- orbanlzatlonally, correct . the. JOlntS reInrred to above.7

PAGE 4

Thus," the -

~ the necesslty of bulldlng a new

elements in the POUM face great opaortﬁ-';

\s

uhej will have gone a long

\way in the consol dation of a larxian -cadre., The conventlon is a

I;\precaratlon for
militants musthrcscnt in a clear
tical -and organizational ~ separation

reform1sts and centrists in the POUi\u°

rmulation the need .ofthe poli-
ofuthe"Marxists from the

. N \ » L _
NS T We understand the diffikulties the comrades are living -
- and working under. -We present. our- supifrt and ~ discussion: and )

criticism frankly, in comradely fashion,greeting with the greatest

"_eagerness and solldarlty the "efforts to- establlsh a revolutlonary

'-Marxlan vanguard among the Spanish workers. L N

- N\,
3 ~

his showdown the tank and file -

. ._\.‘\

L

N

A

N
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vComrades-‘

;at;
accordance with revolutionary Marxism and whose party perspect1ves,f~

-, most .

" route .to be- :
-\worklng class.

. which has been produced up to now o
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CTHE LEET WING -

O T 15 fou“\ MEMBERS

To'anyone WhO 1lived in our m1dst before the revolutlon,”

it is undeniable that®the POUM played a dynamlc role, which embod-
ied the most advanced. polltlcal position of the Spanish proletarf-
~which’ 1nterpreted the great problems of the . revolution 1n

_as a guiding. factor Wwere extending from day to day. Its militants
Worked tirelessly, animated by onhe single political. thought, anim-
-.ated. by one. sﬁngle will,
on them which is incumbent. on every revolutlonary vanguard.
held absolute faith in‘'the Axriumph of the working class in the
approachlng decisive battles, and this faith,
-laboring centers, permitted them, ~ despite the most bitter opposi-
tion, to win over powerful trade unions, to put an end to the al-

-exclusive domination of the anarcho--syndlcallsts over the:

Catalon1an workers, and finally to create \the Alianza Obrera-which

NS totally rejected Stalinism~-organ of .thke revolutionary labor frontv
\\

of - the glorious. . Asturian 1nsurrect10n,-' clearly 1nd1cat1ng the

followed for the conquest

The reason for thls
explalned by this-/'fact: - The POUM was
basis of REVOLUTIONARY MARXISM, ~which rema1ned fa1thful to

p@litlcal line..:

‘a political - _party on the

. : \"
N _

S ance JulyJof l936,‘“When the
experlenced a _new favorable condition for.
‘gradually \gave up in pract1ce its. pursult

of revolutionary Marxism and fell

tunism. - . The facts remaln as W1tnesses
dmay be produced in the futmre.

| ' revolutlonary situation
its upsurge, -

of the unconfused line

will be. impotent: to conceal this. -

quences this policy had for the revolution, so far as the

was concerned it led to confusion in the ranks,
ing of t1me, ‘the replacement of the POLITICAL character - of the
relations among members by a series of maneuvers rooted in the

grossest d1screpanc1es of a personal nature.v

"The consecratlon our leaders endeavor tc give to- their

unhapcy'conduct during the perlod of the
" conceal a more obtuse. method:.
ral Committee_of ) polltlcal carty.

¢
l.

They realizedthe responsibility. resting Q: :
~Phey —— ot

transferred - to thee"

of polltlcal power for thel."

un1nterrupted upsurge is suff101entﬂ7

its ®

the POUM

into the most. lamentable oppor- .
andall the phraseology -

Besides the catastrophic conse-f_
party

and withc<the pass-y

Spanish revolution cannot .~
on-polltlcal electlon of the Cent-s
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FOR WHAT ARL WE VOTIhG°
Democrat1c centrallsm--—by wh1ch our organlzatlon is in-
sp1red--1s 1nconce1vable without discussion. Election of the C.C.
of - a- Marxist revolutionary party without: previous _d1scuss1on is
~in itself an absurdity. The criterion which .
election of leaders” is not one
can it be basedvon personal
' leaders are elected for
‘in“their pos1t10ns,
fends. ' '

-of a profe ssional character,
considerations or discontents.
~their political capacity, their ability

the1r loyalty to the pr1nc1ples the party de-

a .

R However, pollt1cal capac1ty, ab111ty, loyalty--ln short'
the revolutlonary,conduct of the. leaders, "is not measured by
“~their-words-but--by their deeds. The draw1ng of a balance for the

one' of the fundamental points of democratlc centrallsm but it is,

an indispensible condition . for the life of the party ' WITHQUT

DISCUSSION THERE IS NO PARTY.v : RN '

_ If the d1scuss;on is av01ded or postponed by the same
G. C. which must render -

th1s fact in itself is -enough to disqualify it by 1its slovenly

conception-of its duti-es toward the party and toward the 1nterna—l
~that we -

tional proletariat.. .
-are.not merely
falth

An even greater disgrace is this:
concerned with s dlssraceful conceptlon of" good
but with an ugly maneuver motivated .by elements 1nterested

i V_1n av01d1ng a. d1scuss1on of the1r respons10111t1es.

H1story presented this C. C." with a pr1v11eged

_among all the proletarian organ1zat10ns in Spain, the POUM. alone
" clearly pointed out, up until July of. 1936, the road. for proletar-
ian vietory, defendlng the Allanza Obrera as the - first ‘phase in.
- thé organization of the Workers' front,

pos&tlon to the bourgeois conglomerahlon of theé people's front,
and against ‘the fascist peril, ~This; fact inw lved in itself’ the.
future of the Workﬂng class of Spain.
tlon shared the advantageous conditions
 the POUM for assumlrg the leadershtip

; ‘af the
our country by means

" of an intransigea -bold, energetic .and
: clear policy. No militant doubted that he POUM would pursue thi’s
‘road, and when the fascist revolt
', decisive struggles, -the credit. of the POUMgwas-
' Thousands of workers and peasants turned -
gans and grouped themselves 1nto our trade unlons.'_

’

unquestlonable.

However, how was. th1s credit spent?

: " What happened to.
- our- proverb1al 1ntrans1geance of pr1nc1ples9

Why were those same

v,

"PAGE 6.

should guide in the
nor .
The.

A

: pr1nc1ples trampled unden@eot°'"

,‘gan1zat10ns9
-, syndical,

C. Cs

;_"spontane1ty of the ‘masses:. "

,'»t.
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Why were our. program of the .demo-
cratic-socialist revolution -and our action. subjected ‘to other or-.
Why were-our Ire evdolutionary positions,’ polltlcal and
‘which we conquered at the price qof , enormous ‘sacrifices,
abandoned without a struggle? Why did events contlnually surprise
us, almost always unexpectedly, in the principal stages: of the re-.
volution? Flnally, of what ‘sort Wwere the reasons and the men who -

~.led our party into open bankruptcy° ,\'

"1

The wreckers of the party Who hold seats’ 1n the present

kept arguing that thé POUM " was -still young.and not large
eriough to. play the role f the revolutlonary vanguard - or else
“they concealed ﬁaelr 1ncapa 1ty'in'action-‘with thertheOry ,of_the

its accounts-=-as in the present case—~<" .

“role;

then of. the insurrection,
‘and f1nally as an organ of power, as dlstlngulshed from and .in op-

'1naugurated the périod of the - .

on the axis of our slo-‘f

actions carried out by a c. C. during its comirol is ot ‘merely -

Wo other party or organiza- .
which this policy.offered -
revolutionary war:-in

- thee number of its
_ gram, .

‘maneuver for leading the

' the French, and the Russian,

”_ funct10n1ng as the revolutlonary vanguard..

-selves to the spontaneous actlon of the masses,
‘party to play?.
_ ried out under our

:POUM.regardlng such fundamental p01nts,
H_vot1ng9 '

.'"correct Markist policy" elaborated by the party,

What As.. s1gn1f1ed by the youth or matur1ty
tlonary Marxist - party is not the length of -time ‘it has lived nor
members,

the degree of capacity

'of 1ts leading cadres in the 1nt{r\
pretation

of the revolutlonary procesd, and in its rapidity
class to victory.. Hence, to recogn1ze
that the party was 'still young is equivalent to recognizing in ad-

‘'vance the. inability to lead it; and the continuance of such defeat-
" ists in the leadership W1thout

recogn1z1ngthe
committed is ‘to condemn . the. party to vegetate
The three great classic revolutions, the ‘English,.
are . three brilliant examples of the
_intelligent and capable m1nor1ty,_

tude of the errors
in mediocrity.
triumph

of a class led by an:

if we are absolutely to conflne our=.
_what ®» le has the.

On the ‘other hand

leadership would wir® people over to the PCUM.
"A Marxist cannot believe in a continual, spontaneous capacity of-
the masses. The masses - absolutely need a gui’ ding - revolutlonary
party g1fted W1th the correct Marx1st pollcy." (MA The New Era)-

-

1f ﬁlere- ex{st such - divergent-

What 1s the cr1ter10n for 8

Hence,

if, the m111tants are those. called ‘upon’ to sanctlon or . to_
-d1sapprove a pollt1cal cornduct with the1r votes,

condemn? What are they to ad0pt° ' T - n-“_ -

If the C. C. is to be the h1ghest representatlve
Why 1s prevlous,

discussion ‘excluded?

of a. revolu—i

‘but the political content of its pro-v-f

sum and the magnie -

Perhaps the mere record1ng mechanlsm of” deeds car-,,f"

cr1ter1a 1n the o

of & .

e T

What are they to _ﬂ :
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S If we arve to select forty comrades  blindl : itﬁbut R B ' Stali » wne Lo ‘ 'f' ! b ice
"-kn?wing what they think of the Pas%fv present and fu%ﬁrewof the | - strugglgaaggﬁpst stallnism uncon;c;qusly-ass@mllate ?ytsopraQE:§9 s
party, w;phout ehowing thoir aaroement o7 disagreemant ‘with the qfiformlng_ltself into Juége;and;aqcuSﬁd:at;the same time? Final-
errors or are correcting thgm;‘what are.We voting for? | . : xiiﬁliﬁesgtiggzizgziigwﬁgp»agig.2igc:iébnggb;§fzhgaga 2ﬁe£éziig§é : 'w~.‘
o The-pre;ent'cb;c,"is.excqsed'fr&mEJahsﬁéringfall;ftheSé ! ..\thevgenerg;:ballops,'t?gt is, thg.gongre§s.,_Far rom g§m1pt1ng-in‘
= iunggmental questions of ours-and intends,-unless concerted action |} - practice that they must submit the balance of their actions Lo oe
| | I‘Om belOW .prevents lt, . totvsweep"aw'ayitheihi'ghtmare.Of its rotten o N ral_’lk and flle ofthe party-fcr the latter- tow,{%a’ythe 15-st WOrd,
- . past. Dby means of voting, since-all political considerations have ' | this C, C. has abrogated to itself th?iright;t° c1a8sify'arbitraf o
N geis.exciuded;dthui_it hopes for renewed confidence without having - - ‘--_‘?IiY;'tgat'ls: byfits:owg.absolute and personal criterig—--f:r'th:‘v_
previeusly rerdered its accounts. - . . R R = .. |~ militants in emigration in preferential categories,with no attempt.
o o B o | ol e -~ -to examine any of its components,’: the standards for a political
= GOING OUT ONE DOOR AND ENTERING THE OTHER - - - . (" criterion, instead of a personal one ‘they now SCTRL: sinee T
- ¥ i i ! Y La TR e T T e | . consider the former in the category of undesirables.. |
‘~3§fiirif£ere@ the working class of Bpain and. of the entire worlda - | .~ Nowwe see into- what the political sériousness of =~ our - - - -
sterly resume of tife lessons of that movememb. - im . |~ leaders resolves itself when faced with the “formation of the Wl'e -
. Ihe revolubion and thewar we have jus e “itants ‘of the- POUM and-the restoration of 1ts ‘prestige before . - -
throuéh Congi.€?¥2lutlon anﬁutheﬁar we have 'just~finished_l;vingi "internationalkproletarian-°Pini°nP" " This is especially»important;w.¢gff¢
through con 1,115 a tfemenqogsly grievous experience, more impor- .-  ‘pecause there do not. now exist obstacles to hinder discussion; be- - . :
'p}cStige‘of?tﬁZrPOU%rofe;Zr;aL thin-the.in§urreztlon-of 1934, - The cause  with the ' scattering of the comrades which will inevitably -~
o “the POUM, "ahd as much as its pres ige, its.right to | follow on the present concentration in the same country end Slmegh -
S + Lge errors co@m;tted,:,w;phout this itis impos- .  ficult than it is now---all this leads to the conclusion that the -
: 51E1§ fpr sympgthet;gég;gqnlzat}ong to believe in the sincerity of " - ' proposed plan of going out one door and_coming in another, nwashed
;ﬁio.%puge aft}Q??;ﬁﬁW1th99t'?hls'lt-ls nIFPQS?ible for our milit;‘”'_ f _of .sins = anhd crimes," is aimed directly-against»the__base~of ~the |
| .ar;_‘zld¢¥§ O%ﬁavberiver thyym.--ﬁ%’,apy;agtlon-fruitfulbfor‘the o party to stifle the voices ‘'of protest and definitely extinguish
party an r _uycguue_Fhe party defends. IR S | all hope of the congr3553”>-Absolutelyanthingcan'JHStify the ne-
At the last enlarged Plemw T _cessity. of postponing the discussion. The Bolshevik party - in
- was devoted. tSe,upiéjbﬁglgiged_P¥en?ml°l the C. C. valuable time ° - 'Lenin's times--with which our leaders deal so often to season their:. -
e ’e-oortunity'-offat%eiall; def a persona type. +.We.who had the op- " |- . rubbish--did.not fail to hold its periodic COngresses, and iteven
ness and of the ¢ np{%i .f_egge%_tne banner of -political correct- '~ "7 shortened the intervals between one  CONgress and the next in per- .
 mess and of the congress. The C. C. had_to recognize its disloyal | ' .iods when it was struggling agalnst aifficulties even greater in' . .
. position towards the principles of the party and accepted the fol= ™ - ﬂﬁfaéﬁice'thaﬁmthSE‘of%iﬁEPOUM'aﬁ7wfe§ént T T e e
S %ggéﬁgvoqrrgiy;onﬁito the political’ resolution voted upon: . "The ; I AR P fgii;f o ~.j;jt{”7*;- L
Gl LY rigogﬁgzgfeghat.g;ghppmmxtpeq:ernor?:::,5@§«;ffbmConéeﬁgiﬁ&jm | TR 7Y fﬂe“ﬂéémicélﬂ'eléétoral‘géséidn.-whicﬁ claims to be .
~¥whén,it drévatgé“" 2? i g;iontrar{».5F°;re°°5n12?'them"qubLICIYJ*'~ ~ﬁwﬁrfé§ré§§hfétivei candidates are.not -lacking. Nor, rfortunately,. .
 ih'conf0rmaﬁ:e ‘li%ﬁnﬁii'dui12209o§ltﬁgem§§isznséii tEefﬁivz;uti?n- R .”f'é}eﬂelectoré"lacking- Soie inv°ke.thé:aéme'Of'the d1afW6fkers andffw“: -
R PO with % " the ! severe  Marxist oelf- ~ i} -  -Peasants- ut 3 inc. ' ' ong the -
O ndispensable  oonditi . v s ar v osele »”;PeasantS«bloc—f-whose revolut;ona?y.prlnciples collapsed among the
jmilitants’and the rebuilding of'it2.5§25£f22 ﬁﬁetﬁirﬁiﬁi°§f 22{2??' " first--to attempt to raise a.smoke‘screen”Which’Will'9°n°eal'their
national proletari s 0 D A '? Bl ' own positionS‘durin the revolution are WhiCh'are'PTGCisely-What
R SEAR ORMESRA U S s .| . must be si-i'sc'ussed-".ﬂgrheir entire political (?) program consists.in
o -t when Hobs it draw the SR, . L - raising a series of petty personalquuestions_againstv,othpr,com--a
* of the revolution? :WHen\iS'the7Coﬁ¢%é;§'gf Eie§§§§o°f_§“°h1?s~inf -  rades, fully as Trotskyite maneuverers in the heart of the POULL
leaders of the‘party'”dfgaéndowédAW?th thAJriﬁﬂt to.dréﬁgihigsgéEbt  .. . "Removs the_Trotskyiteg_fromﬁthe~1eag¢r5hip in the;POUM“’ agsinet
. e: ¥~ aré endc RE ne right r 1is - 1 neral slocan, tly in the way the stalinists broceed . against : -
P e e B et e i
.they~~-until the last moment?  Did they pérhaps,'beCause of theif"f , . leaders of the right faction who sneaked into tbe.Principal.P°Sts o
_ R o e WL A of the party apparatus, . the elements who, during the entire revo--
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iutlon in Spaln, defcndlng within the party ‘the pos1tlons of the
popular front og\ the utallnluto, which neérsecuted,
m«l imprisoried .so many of our comrades,
the. top .of th'e POUM . leadership.

1hese elements are. now at
Thls has produced a reaction of

repugnance in 1nternat10nal Worker c1rcules ‘among whom these. .
leaders of our ourty are more - "popular" than they themselves can*
; 1ma91ne., e _ : : . , :
: e SRR U
Other courters of nominations plaj up their leftlom,

however, ‘their courtlng will not succeed in- maklng us forget that-

.they were part

dcc1s1ve resolutlons -during the decisive hours

- in practice denylng, ‘as.well as others,

: pr1nclples on the state and revolutlon°

" Days it is"

T Who want- to- savewtbe party.-by. resurrecting Souvenlrs and those who

" claim to washH their hands. of -all reSponslbllltJ,

"~ - itions adopted.»after the" decisive:-phase of ‘the revolutlon, i e.,
accepted by them when the rcvolution was already unchained. -

of the revolution,
the, marx1ot—Len1n1st
In the action of the May

We have grected these

to us a desire to. rectify thlngs--tac1t rectification.of course---
but scattered about through the proletarian world,

on the fundamental questions, for todaj's leftism to be able to

- wipe out yes terday s ooaortunism W1thout underg01ng slncere recti-
f1cat10n. e - _

Our’ anreement w1th umose eomrades at the last meetlng of
of the
enabled. us to issue the- statement that ‘we sincerely hoped"
their dcvelopment toward: conmlete political rectification would. be.-

the C. C.,
r1ght,

to which- we were invited, against the iactlon

~achieved" ‘with the- speeo- necessary-to-allow us- »40,-join effort

THE LEADBRSHIP AND THE BASE

: . The bond whlch un1te° “the leadcrshlp and. the. base of a’
"~ Marxian revolutlonary party is the polltwcal content of the party.
. When the party loses its political content,
encf;ﬂlsappears, and the 1leadership is no longer
“-buregucratic. organ with no representatlon.‘
curred, in the POUM,

. .7 i

The lcadershlp mlght save 1ts preetlge in em1gratlon--—

_Vrecovered in partias a result of stalinist persecution and | the

.gr0W1ng actions agalnst uhe partyv- on oondltion of 1mmed1ate oub- .

‘nssassinated

thanks to.pos- -

. there are too.
many conclusive witnesses wrlttenﬁby the -present C C. unanlmously-

‘the-reason ‘for cxist-.
anythlnf but a. .
Thlo is what hao oc~

PAGE 10

of this C. C. which . voted unanimously for all the

still. 1mposs1ble to make any distinction between those.

oosltlons whonever they 1nd1cated'

Jiae Wiewsof the. discussions ‘the-party base st beg1n—~the flrst polnt
obvlously being immediate- rcctlflcatlon of. thc1r comollc1tyuln the ..
Tarclcal electlon of an apolltlcal C.o-Co fi: e L ’%ﬁ“‘

© INTERNATIONAL NEWS T v

llcatlon of an analysls of the/Spanlsh revolutlon W1th the,correc-"
tiones the POUM has the duty bf urd ertaking. This steo Would ‘have
avoided affairs going to the extreme where 1nte1nat10nal workers! =
organlzatlons have raised a doubt of the political and revolution-

- ary courage of our’ party; moreover, this insincerity of the C. C.
~offers a splendld target at Wh1ch the shufflers of Trotskyite for-
" mulas can aim.. .. But our-leaders, driven into: em1gratlon with the .
“halo of stallnlst persecution, did not “try to understand that this
was insufficient to maintain the  revolutionary scope of the party;
‘and systematically, both. lefts and rights postooned the discussion
of the great lessons of the-revolution. ‘Herein lies, to a great -

-~ extgnt, the reason for which we can see the withdrawal of polltlcal

. sympathy and material = ald by the 1nternat10nal organlzations, S0

[y

;o

LA

~ tion. ‘without preceding - discussion,

i B

.- the initials POUM.

\

. to br1ng to the general d1scusslon the v1ewp01nts of

BT (T

. cratic organism with morbid outgrowths;

' ‘ressive step:

" needed for the comrades who are sufferlng penalties in the concen-
tratlon camos.’f """ “Thé leadership put itself in the-position of -re--
“ceiving w1thout“offer1ng anything--in- exchange, whereas:this 1is.

“precisely the time to give out- to:the wholé world those facts the . = - "~

‘revolution taught us with our bleod. Starting from a false pre-
mise, .all future positions w1l"g1ve the same 1mpresiion of con-

fusion. The truth is that today the leadersh1p represerts no force.
~either inside or outside the party: It is.no more than a buro;'

Hence 1t devolves on the party base 0 dellver the sword
stroxe agalnst th1s Gordian knot which threatens to paralyse the.
Whole body of- the party. ' The militants in emigration are. faced.
with this dilemma of dec1s1vely smashing this maneuver. of an elec-'
which is antl-Marxlan, and a
faoclst-stallnlst procedure, or of disappearing as a party. ,‘No“
proletar1an organlzatlon will trouble 1tsclf to belleve that there
“exists a- ‘group of men more or. less numerous,
latlonshlps of=a: personal"Qr family sort slmply ‘because they bear ..

cons1derat10n ~of such organlzatlons by the-edurage with which.- We;-f

.'f_lcan .defend ourfpolltlcal positions, . And our political poSitions:

are 1nextr1cably bound up with the Spanleh “revolution. Even thz

. positions we adopt in em1grat10n with regard.to the future wili be

: worthless exceot ‘insofar as we. draw them ‘from experiencés under= . -
gone. : -

To oopose ourselves "to- these maneuvers "we must- exhiblt
great resolution. At the very apek of the front ageinst the dey-.

" elopment’ of these maneuvers, we must 1na1cate an 1mmed1ate prog- .
The congress. : .

. In order that the congress may notsuffer a burocratlc

development in order that, on the contrary, it may be a living

thing 1ncarnat1ng “the thoughts of the -militants, it is necessary-
each one,

_bound -together by re-“*'v

“We can-only obtain the political respect- and- e
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“‘which we regard as indispensable for the elaboration of a correct
‘Marxist poiicy. . In this sense, and not in that of coercing the
'free-and~ample' discussion of the militants, we.are including in
this letter an extract from our viewpoint defended ever since the
beginning of the revolution, and which is, unhappily for all of us,
~ now, a point of correction of the - policy imposed on our party by
the leaders (1). ' o e 8

. NECESSARY CORRECTION L

S The fundaméhtal'quegtions which the party must submit to
) revision[arQ?Ainfour opinion, the following: f ' Co R

. &

..~ 1) “The.question_of power’and‘the-staté;. The leadership
: -“f”the'POUM}**facedwwithta»situatigﬁmof;dual_power advantageous. to
T fhe working class { July-September,: 1936) submitted without resist- ;
ance tojthe‘deStruction} of the power-.of the working class,. dis-="- "
solution of the. Committees -- in order - to collaborate with the
‘bourgeoisie and reformism within the capitalist state apparatus.
The leadership could not understand. that within the framework of
the'bOUrgeOis institutions: there can be nothing but bourgeois sO0-:
‘lutions. . The leadership implied to the 1ocal nuclei of the party .
‘which even then considered this policy as catastrophic-~namely the.
- dissolution of the,CdﬁbitteeS'and,yielding,of power to-the Ayunta-
mientos which the revolution had eliminated,- instead of undertak-
c.ing a campaign to - democratize the embryonic organisms - of .dual
_ power,"xqohcentrating‘that power and aimiﬁg}fdr-the_desﬁruction of
- the capitalist state in order to replace it with 2§§;grm_of4 the

proletarian dictatorship “flowing fromjthe very org credg.ed by

- the revolution. The lesdexrship, states:that 4 coalition government = .

_ with*the'bouréeoiSie’énd'"reformists,ffinvﬁhiéh the latter ~groups’ - |
'"%{£0h5titute@ythe;majoriby,_ was the "Government of thp Revo1ution."\f""

(Séé_LA-BA&AﬁLA,qu;tOrial~pr0claiﬁTﬁg;ebllaboi%bibﬁi)5TFTﬁé;1ead:r
~ ership lied to the working class vhen it aff irmed that the capit- -
‘alist ﬁtdue was forever dead and that the mere fact of being armed
workers indicated the dictatorship of the proletariat (LA BATALLA,
speech at the Principal Palace, A&gmst 1936). The leadership ef-
-fectively contributed to the ideological disarming of the working
class- when it uttered the theory that the seizure . of power was
possible without armed insnrrection (among other works, see the
1 article:inJUILLET,summaiizing;this«theory,) ~ _Finally the leader- |
. ‘ship- contributed to the confusion of the masses by not establish- = |
“ing right at the beginning the fundamental differences between the . |
-party!s policy and that of the Popular Front, arriving in this way ,
. {1). The documents of our positions have been published in the In- :
ternal Bulletin of the Local Committee—jin Barcelona, partially re- . !
-.. produced by the Paris Marxian review L'INTERNATIONALE, and in Eng-
- lish‘Pydthe_RWL“USo Lo T B

S

R
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at governmental collaboratlon°

2) Revolutlonary war.  The leadersh1p did net - under-
stand the. true meanlng‘ofrlts.slogmn,' "War at thé front, revolu-
-~ tion. at the rear.!| ‘While it wandered around ' this fundamental
Lproblem, while it: defenaed the need for" supporting the. revolutfon
at. the rear,7 while it out forward, when forced to be events,f\ﬁe
- successive ofogéns of Red Army, Inegular. Revolutionary. Army, eﬁc.,
~ on the other .hand it alded by means of its compromises in \the
"”Krevolutronary government," in: checking thelrevolutlonary asolra—
tions"’ of the proletariat; 1t renounced socialist measures; in econ-"
omy; it le4a11zed with its representative's signature the command
and organlzatlon of an army of. bourg001s chardcter--in . effect it
- paved the road Tfor the return of bourggois. aom‘ncatlon.: By ‘thus
: eotablf§h1ng a deen contradlctlon between its words and 1tS(deed§,. '
“the leaqcrsnlp of the POUm\lndulged in shéer demagogy, - and, like
__the-othsr organizations, sacrificed the \revolutlon"‘ to'the al-
leged interecte of the "varﬂ instead- of clearly ‘showing-thaty-with-—--
‘regard to the working claoo,} only a” revolutlonary~war merlted the' .
sacrifice of workers' llves, i.e., that V1ctorj in the war Wasv
tled hn w1th the central problen of power.‘ - 't )
_ o ‘ ' R B
N \R - -3) Even af*er belng drlven from the "Government of the.
evolutlon, ~the leedershlo aid nothlng to. lay»the basis for a new
power in:view of the- comlng polltlcal battles, even in those cen-
ters ”here the pafty oredomlnated.N On the contrary, it permitted
the leaders ‘of ‘the Lenin Division to | sabotage all political action -
of the militants, thuq aldlng the plahé of theicounter—revolutlont
tcad\of wWaging: camnalgn for proletarlan aexocwacy in the mass
organlzatlons.'\ - \ , S xv‘ o
4) From the f1rst the leadcruhlo overcctlmated the pol—
,1t1081 and conotructlve value of anarcho;—ayndlcallsm which re-
sulted.in subordlnatlon of its acts’. and pollcles to the reformist
-leaders of the CNT, by thlS act: renoun01né .the task 'of’ fraternal'
but profound criticiem of the successive. fui se positions of ‘this
- organization, which would have|tended toiplace the most conocloug

elements under the 1nfluence of the POULs - The leadership, dazzledﬁLA
\\by ‘thel numerical factor, ehded by abandoning all’ pof51b111t1es for

an-independent jpolicy, = by as sertlng thaf the fate of the revolu- -
Hion was 1nt1mately bound un Wlth the orientation anarcnlsm would
.take. - Thus our party r*'radually ended by losing its polltlcal in- .
‘dividuality in order to beeome merely a tail to the\CPT which was

condemned in advance t@ cdllaose becauce of 1tc lack of _revolu-
tlonary theory,

,ﬁ%l\\ -V'4 5) In the economlc sohere, they om1tted all propagan a ..
}- or adtlon bearing.on socizlization of the soil, the bank, the coms

. munlcatlons,_ the mlnes and the great productlon centers, as well
ﬂas.munlcfpallzatlon of the oubllc serv1ces)\ On the other hand,;

i
L R
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theéy quietly accepted the typical trade union capitalism, the am-,
archist realization of the narrowést economic concepts.. Similarly
they quietly ignored the violence ‘carried out by anarchism in- in-
IScriminate  collectivization 'of the 1little traders ‘and little -
industries of no: importance in the general sphere of: production, .1
and the little individual properties of the peasantry, "a violence -
. which created a numerous legion of enemies of the revolution with-
~out solving one vital problem. - =\ - ' A Q”\\ o
. . . i - - N KN . e N
6) 'Eapitulatiohfwafwaﬁr)§6§ifiéﬁ§““ﬁééﬁ“ﬁtcdnfinedf4~toa~w%
-the trade union sphere.~ The fear of numbers and the loss of»con—_ﬁ»y

fidence in “‘our forces were such that with the fedération ‘slogan.
nGNT of UGT," with the agreement of the leadership the unification
ceriter FOUS was dissolved, though'it considerably exceeded the two
4“other_Centers in-tge’province of Cata}ohia excepting for the city
. of Barce;gpa,;whigh gaveWthe,anarchisﬁé\Fhe hegemony. . .. oo
o The POUM - should have maintained its.slogan Mg single
o trade union center," and made it & banner for StruggIelagdins the - °
- permanent division “into two centers, defended by the anarchists,
‘even in the probable. case where our trade unions would have been
~momentarily deserted. If the leadership had carried out a revolu- A
" tionary line on the political domain, sooner or later the mass-in- -
 fluence of our’ position would have grown, = and the trade wunion
unity center would have grown into a fortress of the revolution.
i Evidently;f\the.Capitulationé;lon a-,political-plang;-imﬁlied ~the .«
_ S could have been defended’ orly by
.~ adopting the Marxist-Leninist positions on political power and the
- ‘state. I I L o 2

\

weakening of the party.  The FOU

7) - The success of the Catalonian working class, over
Fascism, along with.the crgatigh of‘p@eir"own.organs of action and
- of power -- Revolutionary Committees and Central Committee of the .
Militia -- represented the momentary existence of a third force on_ |
Spanish- territory. The Republican government at Madrid> and the
_Fascist junta at Burgos were the two others, ‘since the Catalonian

" Generalidad remained neutralized - but not crushed - by the préle- - |
tarian pqwer. In this situation it was a question of either ‘et~
. ognizing. the Republican Government - (réformist. solution) and in
" this case dissolution of the xevolutionary committees was only.a .
question of time, or of rejectinhg the authority of that goyernment
L (ﬁggg;utionary_solutioh)jvand in this case the practical, problem .
‘was boSed:of simultaneous struggle against the central . ‘state and |
against fastism. - Against a bourgeois centralized state, separa-~
tism of the revolutionary states is @ progressive movement .- Revo-
7\1ut10naryf0atalonia should have put itself . at the head of this
movement of liberation®”of the peoples oppressed, by the bourgeois. .}
centralist state -- the state whose president was the man of Casas.:
" Viejas, who, after having Kept the fascist chiefs in commanding
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positions in the army and thus paffng_the way'forrthe insurrec-
tion, proceeded to.refuse ~arms to the workers, who had . to gain
‘them at the cost of thousands of lives. ' : '

: - "The three s1multaneous movement s: workers, ©peasants
and nationalists; constitute the invincible strength of the Span-.
ish revolution. The coincidence of these three movements. is the -

sine qua non for the triumph of the revolution." (Revolutlon and -

Counter--Revolution in Spain). But the leadership of the POUM

“thought’ ‘the masses would win "spontaneously," ~and’ thus -it’ excused
‘itself for not giving-the basic orientations. - The vital prgblem -

- ofEhe natlona11t1es oppressed by the bourgeois centralized state

: '1og1cally'met the same fate asthe false pos1t10ns on the political

’\aterraln. .The Madrid government, which in reality could not again
% Sxercirse political control over the masses unless it were backed

yf"revolutlonary" leaders, was m1raculously rescued from the '_

o e

8) “The May capltulatlon. The leadership d1d not-have a

~ ¢lear and independent = line. - Once the Spontaneous movement had
started it gave the masses no orientation, positive progranm
durlng .the struggle. By its silence it covered up the treason. of

" the anarchist leaders. Even now the leadership has drawn from the

May movement no conclus1ons honestly presented to the Worklng '
_class. (2)

9) Instead of unamblguously denounclng frem the- first
/-~moment the- ‘counter--revolutionary role of the USSR in Spain and in
the entire world, the leadership confined itself to a very: moder-.
‘ate criticism of the policy of neutrality adopted by the USSR qur-
ing the first months of the civil war and ended up by solemnly
- coming out for the defense of the Soviet Union (Resolutlon on In-
ternational Policy, C.C. meeting of-mid-December 1936). . This zig- .
‘zag pollcy, on the one hand combatting the meddling of the USSR in "4 ° '
 the Spanish- p011t1cal sJLuatlon, and on the other hand declaring
itself a defender of the intruding state, had no other result than °

‘to increase the,po olitical confusion of the POUM in the eyes of the
ma.sSSes & even(among its own members.v zef*“

10) Starting with the May Days-of 1937 the- POUM actual
- . remained ‘outside. the struggle. Confined to secrecy, with many o
. -its 'militants 1mpr1soned persecuted - and assassinated by the-
Stal;nlst Cheka, party llfestauld only with difficulty come ba :
into p&pdic life. However, th1s does Eot constitute: an obstacle ,

(2) We fail to enter into deta11 on this point which requ1res' ,
- particular attention. ' We refer our comrades to the work "The-May

. Days," which agppeared in the Bulletin . of the Local Commlttee of-v
o Barcelona, on May 29, 1937. . : ‘
, }

{

¢
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« maintained only by inertia,
-Tts slogan of Anti--Faspist Popular Front,
sibility with

. Comrades! = . S R

the principles of the base of the party.

. force their bureaucratic
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but certainly not by the political a-.
greement which should. exist among its members. The present C,C. is
similarly responsible for this period of real political confusion.

, expressed from time to .
time in absurd mixture with the slogan of . revolutionary workers'
front, needs to be discussed; 1its defenders, by not- correcting.
these positions, set themselves on a plane of political irrespon- -

regard to the party. _— . i '

|Meaux, May 25, 1939
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" to adopting revolutionary positions regarding the future, éspeci- Comrades! : O : o C e : |
ally égter an examination of the unfortunate experience undergone. | For the reconstruction q%.thé ParFQIQE_CerQBt political lines
The different managers who succeeded-each other on 'the E.C.,.based | - For the winning of our 1{éht5 as militants
on the decisions of the C. C. -- among which we must put in relief .For revolutionary honesty - . .

* for their confusionism those.of the-December 1937 Plenum--followed “For a merlted.lnternatlgnal_solldarlty

& line so tortuous and so.disconcerting -that the party has . been For a revolutionary attitude

IMMEDIATE OPENING OF -THE PRE-COKGRESS DISCUSSION:
- INMEDIATE ESTABLISHMENT
~ OF THE CONGRESS: = = S
i i Long live the POUM!

Long live revolutionary Marxism!
T - . _J. Rebull

OF_COM&ITTEES'FOR.DEFEhSE_'

Vs

BRI

~—

Our leaders have failed utterly. - They have thrown away
No one -dares expose tl m .
By adjourning the Congress a number of times they ™~
evade their responsibilities. They want to reen-
‘domination of the base by means of an

to us honestly.
are trying to

apolitical ‘election., - -
;;COmrades! The leadership is evading discussion.
' LET US IMMEDIATELY BEGIN THE DISCUSSION{ '

~ The 1eadership is ‘destroying tRe party with its persona
-struggles. B ' - A : :

LET US RECONSTRUCT THE PARTY ON A CORRECT Ponm$rbgn '
. - BASIS! — ‘ S _ . : o '
 .The leadership scoffs,at its duties'toward the militants.,

- LET .US DEMAND OUR RIGHTS! SR s
~ The leadership hypocritically hides its mistakes from
the ihternational proletariat. R . .
- QLET US REGAIN THE RESPECT OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRO-
LETARIAT WITH OUR REVOLUTIONARY SINCERITY! :
_ The leadership has put an end to international solidar--
, v ity with our party. S ' ‘
- 'LET US COWSTITUTE
. . 'LIDARITY! ‘ - .
The leadership has embarked on an antirevolutionary road.
- LET US ADOPT A REVOLUTIONARY POSITION! ,
The leadership plans a.coup d'etat within the party.. .
~LET US PROTECT OURSELVES WITH THE DEFENDING CONGRESS:

E GURSELVES THE CREATORS OF THAT SO-

THE‘ImmEbIATEfbufiméﬁiTHE_MIL;TAN?S"f”“‘if; e -

'ﬁhaf‘thevfight'in

1. at that time, Now the tempo is again altered,

' stage to collaborate in publishing material in the

~-mission, ’

Material of the Left
1i§hed.from'time,to.time; :

. I . ——— - e C - : LA
¢ rer—— e . . - st T —

CcOUM - LEFT - WING

K has just been received in a letter dated Augg;t :
ohe t%eAPOUM between.the'opportu%}i;»liagirsplp andvthe

Wi has reached a new high stage. "Two of the le: Wlnge?s .
2§£2teén%o the Central Committee have refused to take thelr se%ps. »
because of the way the election was handled by the top. In gdo%taqn
to the Left Wing that the R.W.L. comrades worked with vhiZe in Spain,
there is the so-called Andrade "left! which presents a centrist posi-

- tionj and a few comrades from the official Trotsky group who are
still boring
‘pasis of the

- @~group that split from Trotsky on the

- 'ﬂl'no :
from~wlthlng into the Pivert group) also

second French turn (entry
carries on activity within the POUM, S -
- pand 41 i ; ow be ‘cut shor o the
The rapidly maturing split will now be cut.short due
outbreak of the gecond imperialist wars.: The illegalization of t'he-.i
POUM two days before its convention in June, 1937 prevented thelspl t

the POUM writes that itdesires at this

g ma | INTERNATIONAL mmwg,
ble discussion and clarification, .We propose such stepS'towag

E;eeggificatioﬁ of the Marxists into the Internatlonql_Contact_Comf

A LefffWing groﬁp of'

Wing comrades of the POUM will be pub-

AN







